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Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr,  Seward, 

r  Extract.]  \ 

No.  336.]  Paris,  August  21,  W63. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  No.  378  has  been  duly  received,  and  I  have  called  Mr. 
Drouyn  de  THuys's  attention  to  the  subject  therein  referred  to.  He  assures 
me  that  France  has  no  purpose  or  design  upon  the  independence  of  the  republic 
of  Ecuador.  That  should  any  change  in  its  territory  take  place,  or  should  it 
be  absorbed  in  another  government,  as  in  the  republic  of  Colombia,  this  would 
not,  in  the  language  of  Baron  Gowry  du  Roslan,  their  minister,  pass  unobserved 
by  the  government  of  France,  but  its  observation  of  such  events  would  apply 
only  to  such  change  of  ministers  or  agents  as  the  absorption  of  two  governments 
into  one  might  render  necessary.  If  theyliad  any  claims  against  the  country 
or  territory  so  absorbed,  they  would  reserve  the  right  to  press  them,  of  course. 
But  he  said  he  recollected  nothing  of  a  special  character  in  the  despatches  of 
Baron  6o¥n:y  du  Roslan  on  these  subjects ;  he  would,  however,  examine  them 
farther. 

It  is  not  improbable  or  unnatural  that,  in  view  of  the  course  of  France  in 
Mexico,  the  republics  of  Central  America  may  have  become  alarmed  for  their 
fixture.  They  look,  therefore,  with  great  suspicion  and  distrust  upon  the  lan- 
guage of  all  French  officials,  which  seems  to  imply  a  purpose  upon  the  part  of 
the  Emperor  to  interfere  further. 

In  this  connexion  I  should  add,  that  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys  took  occasion  again 
to  say  that  i^fance  had  no  purpose  in  Mexico  other  than  heretofore  stated ;  that 
she  did  not  mean  to  appropriate  permanently  any  part  of  that  country,  and  that 
she  should  leave  it  as  soon  as  her  griefs  were  satisfied,  and  she  could  do  so  with 
honor.  In  the  abandon  of  a  conversation  somewhat  familiar  I  took  occasion 
to  say  that  in  quitting  Mexico  she  might  leave  a  puppet  behind  her.  He  said 
no  ;  the  strings  toould  be  too  long  to  toork.  He  added  they  had  had  enough  of 
colonial  experience  in  Algeria ;  that  the  strength  of  France  was  in  her  compact 
body  and  well-defined  boundary.  In  that  condition  she  had  her  resources 
always  at  command.  Th^re  tb  much  force  in  the  suggestion,  as  applied  16  this 
government,  which  is  so  emphatically  a  military  power. 

You  will  put  upon  thfs  conversation  as  to  Mexico  your  own  construction,  send 
draw  your  own  inferences.  It  seemed  to  me,  however,  that  Mr.  Drouyn  de 
I'Huys  was  disposed  to  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity  to  relieve,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, the  suspicion  and  distrust  which  our  government  might,  from  late  events, 
naturally  entertain  of  the  purposes  of  France  in  that  country. 

•  •  •  •.^c  •  •  •  •  • 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Dayton  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  334.]  Paris,  August  20,  1863. 

Sir:  I  read  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys  to-day  your  despatch  No.  380,  ox- 
pressing  the  sentiment  of  the  President  in  reference  to  the  explanation  in  the 
"  Moniteur"  of  the  views  and  purposes  of  the  Emperor  in  respect  to  the  south, 
and  his  conversation  with  Messrs.  Roebuck  and  Lindsay. 

I  furthermore  reminded  Mr.  Drouyn  de  rHuys  of  the  fact  that  your  despatch, 
which  stated  that  our  government  would  consider  the  acknowledgment  of  the 

44    M  ^,y,u.^v..y     ^,^^^.J 
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south  as  an  unfriendly  act,  was  but  the  re-assertion  of  that  which  had  been  said 
to  him  before.  In  answer,  he  said  that  any  discussion  of  this  subject  was  now 
"  academw'^  only,,  leading  to  nothing  practical ;  but  that  he  weuld  submit  the 
conte)^  of  your  despatch  to  the  Emperor.  •  For  this  purpose  I  left  with  him^ 
at  his  request,  a  copy. 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys  took  occasion  again  to  say  that  he  much  regretted  that 
that  private  conversation  had  been  made  public.  I  told  him  that  I  feared  the 
effecj;  had  been  to  occasion  an  unpleasant  distrust  among  my  countrymen  as  to 
the  feelings  and  purposes  of  his  majesty,  and  that  this  publication  in  the  "  Mon- 
iteur"  was  calculated  not  to  diminish,  but  to  strengthen  that  distrust.  I  told 
him  it  looked  very  much  as  if  the  Emperor  were  prompting  Great  Britain  to 
acknowledge  the  south,  by  suggesting  that  France  would  follow ;  it  was  a  sort 
of  informal  offer  of  alliance  for  a  ptvpose  unfriendly  to  us.  He  said  that  this 
was  not,  in  fact,  so,  though  the  explanation  in  the  "  Moniteur "  might  possibly 
bear  such  a  construction ;  but  he  said  the  Emperor  had  been  answering  Jtfr. 
Roebuck's  averment  that  England  would  not  acknowledge  the  confederates 
because  she  feared  France  would  not  follow.  His  intended  answer  was,  in  sub- 
stance :  England  has  no  right  to  say  so,  because  my  proposition  for  mediation 
is  all  that  has  been  done,  and  that  was  declined  by  her.  He  meant,  in  what  he 
said,  to  imply  that  each  country  should  bear  its  own  burdens.  But  Mr. 
Drouyn  de  I'Huys  then  added,  this  all  grows  out  of  the  wroUgftil  publication  of 
a  mere  private  unofficial  conversation.  There  is  no  doubt,  said  he,  that  in  such 
conversation  the  Emperor  would,  through  a  natural  courtesy*  rather  lean  towards 
the  views  or  prepossessions  of  the  parties  with  whom  he  was  talking,  and  when 
it  became  necessary  for  him  to  explain  in  the  "  Moniteur  "  what  the  conversation 
actually  was,  "  he  would  not  falsify."  But,  said  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuy^,  if  prop- 
ositions had  been  made  in  an  official  shape,  calling  for  action,  he  would  proba- 
bly have  been  more  guarded,  and  given  to  them  a  different,  or,  at  least,  more 
grave  consideration ;  he  might  have  said  no,  these  thines  demanded  reflection. 

The  above  is  the  substance  of  the  conversation  on  this  point,  although  more 
passed,  but  nothing  of  an  importance  demanding  or  justifying  my  ^reducing  it  to 
writing  in  the  form  of  a  despatch. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  DAYTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  4^.,  S^.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  387.J  Paris,  August  25,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  was  telegraphed  yesterday  by  ouf  vice-consul  at  Brest  that  the  rebel 
steamer  Florida,  with  her  machinery  damaged,  had  come  into  that  port  for  re- 
pairs ;  that  she  had  a  crew  of  128  men  and  24  passengers.  The  telegraphic 
operator  announced  from  Queenstown  on  the  18th  that  this  vessel  was  off 
Kinsale  on  the  preceding  day,  and  had  there  transferred  three  of  her  passengers 
to  a  pilot-boat.  Immediately  on  receiving  notice  of  her  presence  in  the  roadstead 
of  Brest,  I  went  to  the  foreign  office,  but,  unfortunately,  Mr.  Drouyn  de  I'Huvs 
had  left  Paris  for  a  week's  absence,  and  left  no  person  specially  in  charge  of  the 
foreign  department.  Under  the  circumstances,  therefore,  I  saw  M.  le  Baron 
d'Andr^,  chief  of  the  cabinet  of  the  ministry  of  foreign  affairs,  and  protested 
against  any  favor  or  hospitality  being  extended  to  this  piratical  vessel.  He  said, 
however,  that  France,  lite  England,  had  recognized  the  confederates  as  bel- 
ligerents. I  told  him  that  my  government  had  not,  and  therefore  I  made  tlie 
protest  in  this  form ;  but  if,  in  recognizing  them  as  belligerenta,  the  government 
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of  France  fcihould  feel  constrained  to  afford  them  any  relief,  I  snggested  that  it 
ahoold  be  couflied  within  the  narrowest  limits  that  humanity  would  dictate.  I 
told  him  that  if  relief  were  extended  beyond  the  most  restricted  bounds,  France 
would  soon  find  that  this  was  but  the  "  beginning  of  the  end;"  that  one  of  her 
ports  had  now  been  chosen  as  a  rendezvous  in  preference  to  a  port  of  England, 
under  the  impression,  I  presumed,  that  they  would  be  better  received. 

Baron  d'Andrd  said  he  had  no  authority  in  the  premises,  and  could  do  no 
more  than  refer  our  converaation  to  the  minister,  but  he  presumed  that*  whait 
was  permitted  to  be  done  in  her  behalf  woud  be  restricted  within  the  narrowest 
limits  dictated  by  the  rule  in  such  cases. 

•  I  ha\:e  this  day  sent  out  a  note  to  the  minister,  informing  him  that  I  had 
learned  that  the  Florida  had  come  into  Barest,  not  for  repairs  of  machinery  only, 
but  for  coal,  which  had  been  denied  to  her  at  Bermuda^  from  which  port  she  had 
come.  The  fact  is,  that  as  she  is  a  good  sailing  vessel,  and  has  crossed  the 
Atlantic,  as  I  believe,  })nncipally  by  that  means,  neither  coal  nor  machinery  is 
necessary  to  her  safety,  although  a  great  convenience,  doubtless,  in  enabling  her 
to  prey  uj)on  our  commerce.  It  may  well  be  doubted  whether  the  rule  whidi 
limits  aid  in  such  cases,  to  what  is  called  for  by  necessity  and  humanity,  applies 
at  all  to  her  case.  .  ' 

I  should  add  that  I  have  telegraphed  to  Cherbourg,  Lisbon,  Cadiz,  and  Gib- 
raltar, in  the  hope  of  finding  the  frigate  Macedonia,  or  some  other  of  our  ships- 
of-war,  within  reach,  but  I  can  find  none.  The  Constellation,  a  sailing  ship,  is 
somewhere  in  the  Mediterranean. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  DAYTON. 

Hon.  William  U.  Sbwabd, 

*  Secretary  of  State,  S^.^  S^.y  Sfc. 

P.  8. — ^Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  note  sent  by  me  this  day  to  the  department 
of  foreign  afiBEurs.  \ 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  338.]  Pabis,  Augtut  2f ,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have.recently  had  interviews  with  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys  in  reference 
to  the  two  iron-dad  vessels  now  being  built  at  Birkenhead,  near  Liverpool,  by 
the  Messrs.  Laird,  for  the  rebels  of  the  south,  as  was  believcil.  Our  consul  at 
Liverpool  was  induced  to  think  that  by  virtoe  of  a  sham  sale  to  a  Frenchman 
named  Bravay  they  were  about  to  get  out  the  vessels,  or  one  of  them,  as  French 
property,  and  under  the  Freilch  flag,  to  be  handed  over,  when  clear  of  British 
jnrisdietion,  to  the  confederates,  their  true  owners.  Lord  Palmerston  said,  too, 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  he  was  informed  that  the  French  government, 
through  its  consul  at  Liverpool,  claimed  one  of  these  iron-clads.  I  at  once  ap- 
pealed to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  I'Huys  to  prevent  what  I  believed  intended  a  fraudu- 
lent use  of  the  French  flag.  He  promised  me  to  attend  to  the  subject  promptly. 
But  he  said  he  knew  Mr.  Bravay,  and  was  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  Pacha  of 
Egypt,  with  whom  Bravay  had  much  to  do,  had  authorized  him  or  his  company 
to  bny  ships  for  him,  the  Pacha,  either  in  France  or  England.  In  a  subsequent 
interview  Mr.  Drouyn  de  i'Huys  told  me  he  had  made  all  necessary  inquiries, 
and  that  neither  the  Emperor,  the  minister  of  marine,  the  minister  of  finance, 
nor  the  French  consul  at  Liverpool  knew  anything  ef  any  claim  to  such  vessel 
<Mrve68^  on  the  part  of  the  French  government;  and  that  a  statement  to  that 
effect  by  Lord  Palmerston,  as  reported  in  the  London  Times,  must  have  been 

^  )  on  erroneons  information.     I  then  endeavored  to  impress  on  Mr.  Drouyn, 
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de  THnys  the  great  importance  of  preventing  the  Bailing  of  these  veBsels,  as 
Fre4ich  vessels,  from  a  British  port,  by  any  neglect  of  the  French  consul  there, 
or  any  fraudulent  contrivance  or  management  on  the  part  of  French  citizens. 
He  said  if  1  would  supply  him  with  papers  or  evidence  indicating  the  real  own- 
ership and  purpose  of  these  iron-clad s,  he  would  hsLve  some  grounds  to  act  upon, 
and  would  see  that  the  French  consul  at  Liverpool  was  properly  on  his  guard. 
I  therefore  had  ftill  copies  made  of  the  letter  of  our  consul  at  Liverpool,  and  all 
the  affidavits  he  had  supplied  to'  the  British  government  on  this  subject,  and 
enclosed  them  to  the  department  of  foreign  affairs  here. 

Last  night  I  received  from  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys  a  letter  in  reply,  a  transla- 
tion of  which  is  herewith  enclosed.  K  the  statements  by  Mr.  Bravay,  referred 
to  in  the  letter,  be  true,  that  he  has  bought  these  iron-clads  for  the  Pacha  of 
Egypt,  and  they  are  delivered,  we  will  have  made  an  important  escape,  not  from 
the  iron  clads  only,  but  from  what  is,  in  my  judgment,  still  more  important,  from 
further  questions  with  England  on  this  point  for  the  present. 

The  French  government  has  in  this  matter  acted  openly,  and  will,  so  far  as 
can  be  now  seen. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 

His  Excellency  "William  H.  Seward,  <^.,  ^.,  ^. 


[TranslatioD.] 
Mr.  Drouyn  de  VHuys  to  Mr.  Daytxm. 

Paris,  August  25,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  received,  with  its  accompaniments,  the  letter  which  you  did  me 
the  honor  to  write  to  me  of  the  date  of  the  22d  of  this  month  on  the  subject  of 
two  iron-clad  vessels  which  are  being  constructed  at  Birkenhead,  near  Liverpool. 

Since  the  interview,  whicA  you  are  pleased  to  recall  to  me,  a  French  mer- 
chant, M.  Bravay,  has  addressed  himself  to  my  department,  to  make  known  to 
me  that  these  vessels  had  been  purchased  through  his  agency  on  the  account  of 
the  Pacha  of  Egypt.  He  claimed  at  the  same  time  the  support  of  the  embassy 
of  his  MiQesty  in  England  in  order  to  be  able  to  send  them  to  Alexandria. 

I  have  answered  that  the  ships  in  question  having  a  foreigi^ destination,  the 
French  agents  had  no  authority  to.  intervene  in  this  circumstance  with  the  British 
administration,  and  that  it  belonged  only  to  the  Egyptian  government  to  make 
to  the  English  authorities  the  justifications  necessary  to  authorize  the  going  out 
of  these  ships.  I  have  written  in  the  same  sense  to  the  embassy  of  the  Em- 
peror at  London,  as  well  as  to  the  consul  of  his  Majesty  at  Liverpool. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I  nave  the  honor 
to  be,  sir,  your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

DROUYN  DE  L'HUYS. 

Mr.  Davton, 

Minuter  of  the  United  States ^  Paris, 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  339.]  Paris,  August  27,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  steamer  Florida,  for  the  want  of  a  dear  bill  of  health,  was  at  first,, 
as  I  am  informed,  put  in  quarantine  at  Brest.     Our  vice-consul  at  tiiat  port  now 
tdegraphs  me  that  the  quarantine  was  raised  last  evening  and  her  twenty-four 
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passengers  landed.  These  passengers  were  the  persons  taken  from  the  last  ship 
which  this  piratical  craft  had  homed.  The  ship  hurned  was  the  Anglo-Saxon, 
of  New  York,  Captain  John  M.  Cavarly ;  loaded  with  coal ;  hound  from  Liver- 
pool to  New  York ;  sailed  August  17 ;  burned  on  the  21st,  about  twenty-five 
miles  southeast  of  Cork.  This  is  the  account  given  by  the  captain,  if  I  under- 
stand the  telegraphic  despatch  aright.  Our  vice-consul  is,  of  course,  looking 
after  the  wants  of  the  seamen  who  have  been  landed. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
His  Excellency  William  H.  Srward,  ^.,  S^c,  ^. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton, 


No.  390.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  August  31,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  three  despatches,  namely,  No.  329,  under  date  of 
July  30 ;  No.  332,  of  August  4,  and  No.  333,  of  August  5. 

Under  the  uniform  aspect  of  our  domestic  affairs,  the  matters  presented  by 
these  papers  may  safely  pass  unnoticed. 

You  will  perceive  that  the  course  of  events  in  Mexico  is  giving  rise  to  much 
speculation,  as  well  in  this  country  as  in  Europe,  and  this  speculation  takes  a 
direction  which  may  well  deserve  the  consideration  of  the  Emperor's  government, 
for  it  indicates  a  disposition  in  some  quarters  to  produce  alienation  between  this 
country  and  France.  This  government  has  saia  nothing  upon  the  subject,  ex- 
cept what  is  contained  in  a  previous  communication  made  by  me  to  yourself, 
and  it  lends  no  materials  or  encouragement  to  the  debate  to  which  I  have 
referred. 

I  have  told  you  in  a  previous  despatch  that  the  interests  of  the  United  States 
in  Texas  are  not  overlooked.  I  have  now  to  add  that  preparations  have  been 
made,  which,  as  I  trust,  will  be  effectual  in  establishing  the  national  authority 
in  that  State. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton, 


No.  391.]        *  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Septemher  1,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  an  extract  from  a  despatch  of  the  26th  of  July  last, 
addressed  to  this  department  by  James  R.  Partridge,  esq.,  minister  resident  of 
the  United  States  to  Salvador,  with  regard  to  his  proceedings  in  relation  to 
British  and  French  interests  there. 

You  will  embrace  an  early  opportunity  to  make  these  proceedings  known  to 
the  French  government,  and,  at  the  same  time,  state  to  it  that  they  have  been 
approved  by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

William  L.  Davton,  Esq.,  ^.,  ifc.,  ifc. 
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Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr,  Setiard. 

No.  340.]  Paris,  September  1.  1863. 

Sir  :  Lest  our  vice-consul  at  Br^t  may  have  neglected  to  send  you  a  copy 
of  the  sworn  statement  of  Captain  Cavarly  and  others  of  the  ship  Anglo-Saxon, 
of  New  York,  lately  burned  at  sea  by  the  Florida,  I  herewith  send  you  th« 
copy  of  such  statement,  sent  by  the  vice-consul  to  this  legation. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
His  Excellency  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.t  ^c,  Sfc, 


StaUmmt  <^  John  M,  Oavatly,  master  of  the  thip  Anglo-Saxon,  qf  New  Fork,  captured  and  humed 

by  thi  privateer  Florida, 

Bribt,  AttgvM  25,  1863. 

On  this  25th  day  of  Angust,  in  the  year  of  our  tiOrd  eighteen  hundred  and  sizty-tbree, 
before  me,  J.  M.  Kenos.  vice-consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  Breat,  personaUy 
appeared  John  M.  Cavarly,  late  master  of  the  American  ship  called  the  Anglo-Saxon,  of 
New  York,  and  declared  as  folloVvs  : 

We  sailed  from  Liverpool  on  Monday  morning,  August  IT,  1863,  bound  to  New  York' 
We  had  strong  gales  from  the  west  to  NW.  till  Wednesday  morning,  when  we  took  the  mid 
at  N.  NW.  Passed  Tuskan  light-house  on  Wednesday  night.  Thurs  lay,  light  winds  from 
the  NW.  all  day  ;  ship  standing  to  the  W.  SW. 

Friday  morning,  August  21,  at  five,  the  second  officer  came  to  my  room  and  said  there 
was  a  steamer  near  us  coming  towards  the  ship.  I  went  on  deck  at  once.  The  sbip  lay 
becalmed  ;  her  courses  were  hauled  up.  The  steamer  came  under  our  stem,  hailed  the  Bhip, 
and  asked  where  from  and  where  bound.  He  then  sent  a  boat  on  board  the  ship  ;  told  me 
to  take  my  papers  and  go  on  board  the  hteamer. 

I  went  on  board  the  steamer  ;  the  captain  took  my  papers  and  looked  at  them  ;  he  then 
said  :  YoHr'shIp  is  a  prize  to  the  confederate  steamer  Florida,  Captain  Maffitt.  He  told  me 
to  take  my  clothing — my  ship's  company  the  same^-and  come  on  board  the  Florida  at 
once.  I  then  asked  him  to  bond  the  ^hlp.  His  reply  was,  my  cargo  was  a  contraband  of 
war  ;  he  should  burn  the  bhip. 

They  took  all  the  provisions,  sails,  cordage,  canvas,  Ac  ,  they  wanted  from  the  ship, 
besides  my  two  chronometers,  barometers,  all  my  diarts,  sextant  octant,  in  fact  all  the 
nautical  instruments  belonging  to  the  ship,  besides  some  spars,  and  many  other  things. 
They  did  not  allow  any  of  my  crew  or  officers  to  take  their  trunks  or  chests. 

When  my  ship's  company  were  on  board,  all  but  myself  and  my  officers  and  cook  were 
put  in  irons.  I  had  a  channel  pilot  on  board  when  ^he  ship  was  captured.  We  bath 
judged  the  ship  to  be  twenty- five  miles  from  Queenstown  At  noon  on  Friday.  August  21, 
after  they  had  taken  all  they  wished  from  the  Anglo-Saxon,  they  set  my  ship  on  fire,  and 
fired  two  broadsides  of  shot  and  shell  at  her.  The  Florida  then  steered  to  the  SW. ;  spoke 
two  vessels  the  same  afternoon  ;  both  were  British .  and  refused  to  take  their  prisoners. 
On  Sunday  morning  saw  the  land,  which  was  Ushant.  In  the  afternoon  anchored  in  the 
harbor;  were  quarantined  till  Monday  afternoon,  when  we  were  landed  in  Brest.  The 
American  consul  took  charge  of  myself,  officers,  and  crew 

And  together  with  the  paid  master  also  came  Arthur  Snow,  chief  officer ;  W.  Parmer, 
second  mate;  B.  Bails,  third  mate;  John  Brown.  Carpenter;  Qeorge  Brown,  seaman,  of 
and  belonging  to  the  said  ship,  all  of  whom,  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  did  severally,  vol- 
untarily, freely,  and  solemnly  declare  that  tbe  above  statement  is  according  to  the  truth. 

In  testimony  whereof,  they  have  hereunto  subscribed  their  names ;  and  I,  the  said  vice- 
oonsul,  have  granted  to  the  sai^l  mastt^r  this  public  instrument  under  my  hand  and  the  seal 
of  this  vice-consulate  to  serve  and  avail  him  and  all  others  whom  it  doth  or  may  concern 
as  need  and  occasion  may  require. 

[l.  8.]  KENOS,  Un^£d  State*  Fto-Cbfuui. 

JOHN  M.  CAVARLY,  Maeter, 
ARTHUR  L.  SNOW. 
B.  BALLS. 
JOHN  BROWN. 
GEORGE  BROWN^oOQle 
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I,  the  undersigned  yfce-oonsiil  of  the  United  fltates,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing 
copy  is  true  and  faithful.  , 

5  Seal  of  tbe  oonnxlate  t  KENOS. 

I  si  Brest.  5 

Bbvt,  ^i^im^  29,  1863. 


Mr.  Dayton  tp  Mr.  Settard, 

'    [Extracts.] 
No.  341.]  Pabis,  September  3,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  supposed  it  might  be  of  interest  to  you,  or  to  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, 16  learn  -something  in  detail  as  to  the  present'  conduct  and  future  pros- 
pects of  the  rebel  steamer  Florida,  now  in  the  roadstead  at  Brest. 

I  had,  some  days  since,  an  application  for  aid  in  behalf  of  a  French  sl^ipper, 
who  had  a  heavy  and  just  claim  for  damages  against  this  vessel,  and  which 
daim,  he  was  advised  by  his  counsel,  could  be  enforced  against  her  in  law. 
This  claim,  properly  prepared,  could  detain  her  in  port,  as  alleged,  for  some  six 
months  at  least.  To  become  better  informed  upon  this  question,  and  other 
matters  as  to  the  ship,  I  requested  Mr.  Bigelow,  our  consul  here,  to  go  with  the 
claimant  to  Brest.  This  he  immediately  did.  I  am  not  yet  able  to  say  whether 
any  legal  claim  can  be  enforced,  or  whether  the  vessel  can  be  detained  to  an- 
swer for  it.  Our  vice-consul  at  Brest,  a  most  intelligent  gentleman,  doubts  if 
it  can  be  done ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  I  learn  through  a  letter  from  hini,  and 
another  from  Mr.  Bigelow,  that  the  Florida  is  yet  in  the  roadstead,  awaiting 
permission  to  be  taken  into  a  government  dock  or^basin  for  repaire.  The  mere 
commercial  accommodations  at  Brest  are,  it  seems,  not  sufficient  for  h^r  pur- 
pose. In  the  mean  time  it  is  supposed  that  the  French  are  consulting  with  the 
British  authorities  with  a  view  to  a  joint  action  or  understanding  as  to  what 
the  two  governments  should  do  in  such  cases.  Captain  Maffitt,  of  the  Florida, 
says  he  came  into  a  French  port  for  repairs  instead  of  an  English  one,  because, 
by  the  rule  adopted  by  England,  he  was  excluded  from  entering  afiother  of  her 
ports  for  three  months  after  he  had  left  Bermuda,  which  time  had  not  yet  ex- 
pired. He  represents  the  copper  on  the  bottom  of  his  ship  as  badly  torn  by 
her  striking  against  a  rock,  or  some  obstacle,  in  making  his  escape  from  Mobile. 
He  wishes  to  copper  her  bottom,  re-calk  her,  repair  her  machinery,  and  get  coal. 
Our  vice-consul  at  Brest  thinks  it  very  important  that  she  be  taken  into  the 
basin  or  dock-yard  for  repairs,  which  he  thinks,  from  their  necessary  character 
and  extent,  will  detain  her  at  least  four  or  five  months.  It  is  ascertained  that 
her  shaft  is  so  badly  sprung,  or  at  least  out  of  line,  that  it  has  raised  her  deck. 
^ Early  and  extensive  repairs  are,  it  is  said,  indispensable ;  and  Captain  Maffitt 
says  the  machinery  of  her  engine  is  of  such  a  nature  as  to  make  it  necessary 
to  send  to  England  for  workmen,  the  French  artisans  not  understanding  it.  He 
complains  that  Brest  "  is  a  dreadful  slow  place ;"  says  "  they  promised  to  have 
the  dock  ready  for  his  ship  some  days  ago,  and  that  it  is  not  ready  yet."  The 
men  were  getting  ready  to  land  her  powder  on  Monday  or  Tuesday  last,  and 
knocking  out  the  heads  of  some  casks  to  put  it  in.  The  Florida  consumed  the 
last  of  her  coal  in  coming  to  Brest.  By  the  way,  the  Anglo-Saxon,  which  she 
burned  in  the  channel,  was  loaded  with  coal ;  and  Captain  Maffit  told  Captain 
Cavarly  (when  he  asked  the  privilege  of  bonding  his'  vessel)  that  coal  was 
contraband  of  war,  and  he  would  bum  her  as  quick  as  if  she  were  loaded  with 
gunpowder.  But  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  Florida  will  claim  the  right 
to  coal  anew  in  the  French  port.  I  am  informed  that  the  crew  of  this  vessel 
are  of  all  nations,  but  mostly  English  and  Irish ;  not  more  than  two  Americans 
in  the  whole,  and  they  both  Boston  boys  taken  off  a  prize.  Mr.  Maffitt,  having 
been  long  on  the  coast  survey,  says  he  is  well  acquainted  with  the  ports  and. 
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harbors  of  the  north  as  with  the  cabin  of  his  ship ;  that  but  for  the  failure  of 
Lieutenant  Reed  (the  man  who  entered  Portland  harbor  and  ran  off  with  the 
Caleb  Gushing)  to  co-operate,  he  would  have  gone  to  some  of  the  principal 
northern  ports  and  burned  them  ;  "  but,"  he  added,  "  I  will  wake  some  of  them 
up  there  jet  J*  The  above  statements  come  directly  or  indirectly  from  Captain 
Cavarly,  of  the  Anglo-Saxon. 

I  have  to-day  had  a  conversation  with  M.  Drouyn  de  PHuys  upon  the  sub- 
ject. He  says  they  are  much  annoyed  that  the  Florida  should  have  come  into 
a  French  port.  But  having  recognized  the  south  as  belligerents,  they  can  only  deal 
with  the  vessel  as  they  would  deal  with  one  of  our  ships-of-war  under  like  cir- 
cumstances. They  wUl  give  her  so  much  aid  as  may  be  essential  to  her  naviga- 
tion, though  they  will  not  provide  her  with  anything  for  war.  I  stated  that  she 
was  a  good  sailer,  and  really  needed  nothing  in  the  shape  of  repairs  to  machinery, 
&c.,  &c.,  to  enable  her  to  navigate.  He  said  that  if  she  were  deprived  of  her 
machinery,  she  was  pro  tanto  disabled,  crippled,  and  liable,  like  a  duck  with  its 
wings  cut,  to  be  at  once  caught  by  our  steamers.  He  said  it  would  be  no  fair 
answer  to  say  that  the  duck  had  legs,  and  could  walk  or  swim.  But  he  said 
that,  in  addition  to  this,  the  officers  of  the  port  had  reported  to  the  government 
that  the  vessel  was  leaking  badly  ;  that  she  made  water  at  so  much  per  hour, 
(giving  the  measurement,)  and  unless  repaired  she  would  sink ;  that  this  fact 
coming  from  their  own  officers,  he  must  receive  as  true.  They  said  nothing,  how- 
ever, about  her  copper  being  damaged,  but  reported  that  she  needed  calking  and 
tarring,  if  I  understood  the  French  word  rightly.  I  then  asked  him  if  he  un- 
derstood that  the  rule  in  such  cases  required  or  justified  the  grant  of  a  govern- 
ment dock  or  basin  for  such  repairs,  especially  to  a  vessel  like  this,  fresh  from 
her  destructive  work  in  the  channel,  remarking  that,  as  she  waited  no  judicial 
condemnation  of  her  prizes,  when  repaired  in  this  government  dock,  she  would 
be  just  at  hand  to  bum  other  American  ships  entering  or  leaving  Havre  and 
other  French  ports.  He  sai4  where  there  was  no  mere  commercial  dock,  as  at 
Brest,  it  was  customary  to  grant  the  use  of  any  accommodations  there  to  all  ves- 
sels in  distress,  upon  the  payment  of  certain  known  and  fixed  rates  ;  that  they 
must  deal  with  this  vessel  as  they  would  with  one  of  our  own  ships,  or  the  ships 
of  any  other  nation,  and  that  to  all  such  these  accommodations  would  be  granted 
at  once.  Under  these  circumstances,  you  may,  I  suppose,  take  it  for  granted 
that  the  Florida  will  remain  at  Brest  for  repairs — ^long  enough,  probably,  for  you 
to  get  a  vessel-of-war  over  here.  She  not  unlikely  means  to  connect  herself 
with  the  two  iron-clad  rams  at  Liverpool ;  and  if  so,  I  fear  they  would  have 
power  enough  to  go  into  any  of  our  ports.  The  question  will  naturally  present 
itself,  had  you  best  institute  a  blockade  of  the  vessel  ih  this  port?  I  have  given 
you  the  facts,  and  this  question  will  be  for  the  consideration  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment. 

I  am  informed  that  the  Florida  was  saluted  by  a  British  national  ship  when 
she^  entered  Bermuda.  When  she  entered  Brest,  no  formal  salute  was  given, 
but  I  learn  that  a  French  ship  lying  there  dipped  her  colors.  I  am  not  familiar 
with  the  distinction  in  these  maritime  courtesies,  and  only  state  the  facts.  I 
am  informed  that  Captain  Maffitt  was  short  of  hands,  and  held  out  large  induce- 
ments to  the  crew  and  to  some  officers  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  to  join  his  ship,  (to 
wit,  a  bounty  of  $50,  and  $20  to  $22  per  month,)  but  although  they  were  gen- 
erally foreigners,  none  of  them  yielded  to  the  temptation. 

Herewith  I  enclose  you  a  slip  cut  from  the  Moniteur  of  this  moniing,  indi- 
cating the  policy  of  the  government  on  this  question. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  WiLLiAH  H.  Seward,  • 

Secretary  of  State,  ^.  (^  } 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

No.  392.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  September  7,  1863. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  August  21  (No.   336)  has  been  received.     The  ex- 
planatiou  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys,  in  regard  to  the  views  of  the  Emperor's 

f»vemment  concerning  the  Central  American  states,  are  unexceptionable^  and 
shall  take  pleasure  in  making  them  known  to  the  parties  in  whose  names  the 
inquiry  was  instituted. 

I  have  read  with  much  interest  the  statement  you  have  given  me  of  the  remarks 
which  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys  made  informally  to  you  concerning  the  position  of 
the  imperial  government  in  Mexico.  If  we  were  now  authorized  to  regard  them 
as  guaranteed  by  the  EVnperor,  it  will  go  far  to  relieve  a  solicitude,  not  only 
here,  bilt  in  Europe,  which  I  cannot  but  believe  is  becoming  as  inconvenient  to 
France  as  it  is  to  the  United  States.  Before  this  despatch  will  be  received  jjrou 
will,  probably,  have  ascertained,  in  compliance  with  a  previous  instruction  of  mipe, 
whether  we  are  authorized  to  understand  Mr.  Drouyn  de  I'Huys  as  speaking 
by  authority  in  the  explanations  he  has  thus  made. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq. 


Mr.  Sezoard  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

No.  393.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  September  8,  1863. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  20th  of  August  (No.  334)  has  been  submitted  to  the 
President,  and  I  have  the  pleasure  of  stating  that  the  explanation  made  by 
Mr.  Drouyn  de  I'Huys,  concerning  the  Moniteur  ai-ticle,  is  entirely  satisfactory. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

No.  394.]  Department  of  State, 

WashiTigton,  September  10,  1863. 
Sir:  Your  despatch  of  August  27  (No.  339)  has  been  received.     We  await 
with  much  concern  the  action  of  the  imperial  government  upon  your  note  pro- 
testing against  the  bailing  of  the  Florida  at  Brest. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 


No.  395.]  Department  OF  State, 

Washington,  Septetnher  11,  1863. 
Sir:  Your  despatch  of  the  27tb  of  August  (No.  338)  has  been  received. 
You  will  inform  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys  that  his  prompt,  efficient,  and  friendly 
proceedings  in  regard  to  the  ram  which  is  being  built  at  Liverpool  are  appreciated 
by  the  President.  ^  j 
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I'  regret  to  say  that  reports  of  our  consul  at  Liverpool  leave  little  room  to 
doubt  that  Mr.  Bravay's  pretences  to  interfere  in  regard  to  these  vessels,  as  an 
agent  from  the  Pacha  of  Egypt,  are  false  and  fraudulent.  The  consul  writes 
that  he  had  telegraphed  to  the  consul  general  at  Alexandria,  and  so  it  is  probable 
that  the  truth  will  be  ascertained.  Should  Mr.  Bravay  be  proved  to  have  been 
engaged  in  an  attempt  to  deceive  the  French  government,  you  will  doubtless 
make  a  pix)per  representation  of  the  case. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  ^ 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.  .'    ^ 


Mr,  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract  ] 

Paris,  September  11,  1863. 
,SiR:  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

The  Florida,  you  have  doubtlesjl  seen,  haa  been  seized  by  private  French  claim- 
ants who  have  demands  for  damages  against  her.  The  claims  in  France  are,  I 
am  told,  more  than  equal  to  the  value  of  the  vessel.  After  consulting  with  our 
vice-consul  at  Brest,  it  was  thought  best  for  the  government  of  the  United  States 
not  to  interfere  or  mix  itself  up  in  the  question.  The  vessel  has  gone  into  dock, 
and  will  be  there  probably  for  a  considerable  time.  They  have  landed  some 
seventy-five  of  their  crew  and  shipped  them  around  to  the  English  coast.  They 
(the  crew)  were  not,  it  is  said,  communicative,  but  those  who  did  speak  of  their 
destination  all  agreed  that  they  were  bound  for  Liverpool  to  take  charge  of  two 
confederate  steamers  awaiting  them  there. 

These  are  doubtless  the  iron-clads  from  Laird's  yard  which  have  been  stopped 
by  order  of  the  government,  as  I  am  this  morning  informed  by  our  consul  at 
Liverpool. 

I  should  add  that  Captain  Maffitt  has  been  requii;pd  by  the  consignee  of  the 
Florida  to  make  a  deposit  for  the  expenses  to  be  incun'ed  in  repairs,  and  has 
deposited  40,000  francs ;  some  evidence  of  the  extent  of  repairs  contemplated. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Dayton  to  Mr,  Seward. 
No.  345.]  Paris,  September  14,  1863. 

Sir  :  On  Friday  evening  and  the  morning  of  Saturday  last  the  report  that 
the  Emperor  had  acknowledged  the  south  was  general.  The  bourse  became 
very  much  excited,  and  a  fall  in  the  public  funds  occurred,  greater  than  has 
Tjeen  known  is  so  brief  a  space  of  time  for  some  years.  It  was  said  that  Mr. 
Slidell  had  made  a  cession  to  the  Emperor,  of  Texas  and  part  of  Louisiana  as  a 
consideration  for  the  acknowledgment.  I  immediately  went  to  the  foreign  office. 
Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys  at  once  said  that  the  report  was  wholly  groundless ;  that 
nothing  new  had  occurred  since  our  last  conference.  He  further  added  that 
within  the  last  twenty -four  hours  a  series  of  false  reports  had  been  put  in  circu- 
lation upon  this  and  upon  other  subjects.  He  could  not  understand  for  what 
object,  but  they  were  certainly  intended  for  no  friendly  purpose  towards  us. 
He  said  he  had  given  orders  to  Comte  Treilhard,  director  of  the  press  in  the 
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ministry  of  the  interior,  to  contradict  such  reports,  and,  if  possible,  trace  ont  and 
punish  the  authors  of  thera ;  that  there  had  been  a  corispiracy  to  spread  false 
news.  Later  in  the  afternoon  of  Satui-day  a  public  notice,  signed  by  the  prefect 
of  police  and  the  minister  of  finance,  was  put  up  at  the  bourse,  denying  the 
*  truth  of  the  several  reports  in  circulation.  This  it  would  seem  miieted  the 
excitement.  This  agitation  at  the  bourse  has  had  at  least  one  good  effect ;  it 
has  brought  home  to  the  knowledge  of  the  government  the  serious  view  taken 
by  capitalists  and  others  of  the  probable  consequences  of  a  recognition  of  the 
south. 

Mr.  Drou3rn  de  THuys  has  promised  me  a  note  in  writing  on  this  subject,  a 
copy  of  which,  or  its  translation,  I  will  send  herewith  if  received  in  time. 

In  the  course  of  conversation  reference  was  made  to  the  almost  universal 
report  that  our  government  only  awaits  the  termination  of  our  domestic  troubles 
to  drive  the  French  out  of  Mexico.  This  idea  is  carefully  nursed  and  circulated 
by  the  Mends  of  secession  here,  and  is  doing  us  injury  with  the  government. 

The  French  naturally  conclude  that  if  they  are  to  have  trouble  with  us,  it  would 
be  safest  to  choose  their  own  time.  M.  Drouyn  de  THuys  referred  to  these 
matters,  and  said  the  Emperor  had  recently  asked  him  if  it  were  true,  as .  the 
public  journals  alleged,  that  the  United  States  had  made  a  formal  protest  against 
the  action  of  France  in  Mexico,  and  he  had  told  him  that  no  such  protest  had 
been  made.  I  told  him  that,  so  far  as  I  was  concerned,  I  had  received  no  orders 
to  make  such  formal  protest.  That  relying  on  the  constant  assurances  of  France 
as  to  its  purposes  in  Mexico,  and  its  determination  to  leave  the  people  free  as  to 
their  form  of  government,  and  not  to  hold  or  colonize  any  portion  of  their  terri- 
tories, my  government  had  indicated  to  me  no  purpose  to  interfere  in  the  quarrel ; 
at  the  saoEie  time  we  had  not  at  all  concealed,  as  he  well  knew,  our  earnest 
solicitude  for  the  well  being  of  that  country,  and  an  especial  sensitiveness  as  to 
any  forcible  interference  in  the  form  of  its  government.  He  said  that  these 
were  the  same  general  views  held  by  you  to  M,  Mercier,  and  reported  by  him  to 
this  government  I  told  him  that  France  must  well  understand  that  we  did  not 
want  war  with  her;  to  which  he  answered  that  she  did  iM>t  certainly  wish  war 
with  us. 

When  I  referred  to  the  rumored  cession  of  Texas  and  part  of  Louisiana  to 
the  Emperor,  he,  in  denying  the  fact,  said  ths^e  rumors  were  diabolical.  He 
added  that  France  wanted  no  territory  there. 

I  enclose  you  a  slip  cut  from  Graligaani,  containing  the  substance  of  what  is, 
I  presume,  a  semi-official  exposition  of  the  government  as  to  its  action  iu  respect 
to  the  rebel  ship  Florida  at  Brest. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewald, 

Secretary  of  State. 


From  Galignam**  Messengtr. 

Paris,  September  14,  1863J      • 

The  Oont^txAicmnd^  in  a  long  and  elaborate  article,  of  which  we  subjoin  the  salient  points, 
vindicates  the  conduct  of  the  FreDch  government,  which  has  been  charged  with  showing 
undue  favor  to  the  oonfeierate  cruiser  Florida,  and  argues  thnt  the  reception  that  vessel 
has  met  with  at  Brest  is  in  strict  conformity  with  the  duties  of  France  as  a  neutral  pow.^r. 

**The  fact  is  unquestionable  that  the  French  government,  in  allowing  the  Florida  to 
refit  at  Brest,  without  permitting  her,  as  the  Moniteur  declares,  to  re -enforce  her  armament, 
is  acting  in  a  manner  perfectly  consistent  with  the  principles  of  the  strictest  neutrality. 
Again:  is  this  course  ol  jiction  contrary  t<^  the  special  preacriptions  of  the  declaration  of 
neutrality  made  by  France  at  the  outset  of  the  war  ?  By  no  means ;  and  on  this  point 
again  demonstration  is  easy.     What  does  the  declaration  iu  question  declare  ?    It  com-* 
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pletely  assimilates  men-of-war  and  privateers  of  the  two  contending  parties  on  precisely  the 
same  footing,  so  that,  in  order  to  solve  the  question,  the  proposition  might  l>e  reversed  and 
the  question  asked,  wliat  would  have  been  done  if,  instead  of  a  confederate  vessel,  one 
from  the  north  had  presented  itself  at  Brest  ?  Assuredly  the  partisans  of  the  federals  would 
have  indulged  in  the  loudest  complaints  if  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  apply  to  the 
United  States  vessel  the  treatment  which  they  now  demand  for  the  Florida,  and  if  the 
liberty  of  refitting,  to  epable  it  to  put  to  sea  again,  had  been  denied.  Let  us  .contioue ; 
the  declaration  next  states  that  neither  of  the  belligerents,  according  to  the  French  law, 
shall  be  received  into  our  ports  with  prizes.  Now,  as  we  have  already  said,  and  it  is  well 
known,  the  Florida  had  no  prizes  with  her.  The  seamen,  prisoners  of  war,  whom  she  had 
on  board,  could  not  be  considered  as  a  prize  according  to  the  meaning  of  the  declaration, 
nor  could  their  being  landed  on  French  soil  be  made  the  subject  of  a  complaint  against  her. 
In  this  situation,  we  repeat,  all  that  could  be  done  ^as  to  carry  into  effect  the  assimilation 
between  the  two  belligerents  specified  by  our  declaration  of  neutrality,  and  to  treat  the 
Florida  exactly  on  the  same  footing  as  we  would  have  treated  a  federal  vessel-  of- war  in  the 
same  situation.  As  to  the  assimilation  in  itself,  as  far  as  the  south  and  the  north  are  con- 
cerned, there  is  no  need,  in  order  to  justify  or  to  explain  it,  to  resort  to  the  supposition  of 
the  recognition  of  the  south  as  an  independent  state.  It  is  sufficient  that  the  south  should 
be  a  belligerent,  and  should  be  recognized  as  such,  to  be  considered  entitled  to  the  advan- 
tages sanctioned  by  the  lows  of  war.  This  leads  us  to  examine  a  point  which  the  adversa- 
ries of  the  south  have  largely  commented  on— the  fact  of  the  privateers'  imrning  and 
sinking  their  prizes.  Without  seeking  to  excuse  a  measure  which,  in  truth,  must  be  con- 
sidered as  the  very  rigorous  exercise  of  the  rights  of  war  carried  to  their  extreme  limits,  we 
cannot  refrain  from  remarking  that  as  a  matter  of  fact  precedents  might  be  found,  and  as  a 
matter  of  law  our  own  legislation  tolerates  the  practice  in  more  or  less  urgent  cases.  Thus 
Yalin,  in  his  *'  Commentaire  de  lOrdonnance  de  la  Marine,"  says  that  it  is  only  forbidden 
to  bum  or  sink  captured  vessels  in  the  event  of  the  captor  wishing  to  dispose  of  his  prize ; 
and  MM.  Duverdy  and  Pistoye,  the  author  of  the  "  Nouveau  Trait6  des  Prises-Maritimts," 
in  alluding  to  this  passage  of  Yalin,  make  the  following  observation  :  '*  What  Yalin  de- 
clared, under  the  r^ime  of  the  naval  ordinance,  we  must  repeat  under  the  authority  of  the 
decree  of  Prairial,  which  has  preserved  the  same  expressions."  Our  declaration  of  neu- 
trality forbidding  privateers  to  enter  our  harbors  with  prizes,  the  captors  may  thus  consider 
it  as  a  necessity,  or  an  urgent  need  for  them  to  burn  their  prizes,  especially  when  they 
have  themselves  sust lined  damages  which  embarrass  or  retard  them  On  that  point  some 
questions  of  interest  to  neutrals,  the  proprietors  of  the  cargoes,  may  be  rdiaed ;  but  the 
decision  of  those  questions  belongs  to  another  order  of  ideas.  Whatever  may  be  the  case, 
the  fact  of  the  belligerenti  burning  his  prize,  constituting  one  of  the  rigorous  consequences 
of  the  rights  of  war,  it  caimot  in  itself  have  aiiy  influence  upon  the  neutrality  of  a  foreign 
government,  or  modify  in  any  way  its  duties  or  its  rights." 


Mr,  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 
No.  346.]  Pabis,  September  17,  1863. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  send  you  the  translation  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Kenos,  our 
consular  representative  at  Brest.  From  this  and  from  other  information  which 
I  have  received,  it  would  seem  that  the  Florida  will  not  be  detained  in  port  as 
long  as  we  have  heretofore  had  reason  to  suppose ;  that  she  may  leave  in  the 
course  of  two  or  three  weeks. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.. DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Sfc. 


[TninalaUon.^Encioeure.J 

CONSULAE  Agenct  o?  thb  UnrTM)  Statbs, 

Brest,  September  15,  1863. 

MoNsnuR  LB  MnfiSTBB:  The  reparations  of  the  Florida  go  on  with  great  speed,  and  this 
steamer  will  not  be  long  before  again  going  to  sea. 

It  is  pretended  that  the  seizures,  operated  on  account  of  the  misdoings  of  the  Florida,  are 
not  all  regular,  and  will  not  stop  her.  f^ r^r^r^]r^ 
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On  the  other  hand,  the  commander,  MafiBtt.  as  well  as  his  officers,  declare  that  they 
fear  no  cruiser — Miat  they  will  be  able  to  avoid  it 

It  is  presumable  that  the  Florida  will  hereafter  be  detained  but  a  short  time  in  port. 
I  am,  with  respect,  your  excellency's  very  obedient  servant, 

KENOS. 
His  Excellency  William  L.  Datton, 

Envoy  Extraardtnary  and  Minitter  * 

PUnipotmtiary  qf  the  Uniltd  StalH^  Paris. 


Mr,  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  347.J  Paris,  September  16,  1863. 

SiB:  I  did  not  receive  the  commonication^for  Mr.  Mercier  which  Mr.  Drouyn 
de  THuys  promised  me  until  last  night.  It  came  then  in  an  open  envelope,  with 
a  note  requesting  me,  after  reading  it,  to  seal  it  and  send  it  hy  my  next  courier, 
(meaning  thereby  the  next  despatch  bag. )  Having  sealed  it  according  to  request, 
I  herewith  send  it  in  an  envelope  to  you,  begging  that  you  will  have  it  promptly 
delivered  to  Mr.  Mercier.  The  despatch  commences  with  a  remark  compliment- 
ary to  myself,  and  then  goes  on  to  state  that  I  had  inquired  of  him  ad  to  the 
truth  of  certain  rumors  aAoat,  to  wit,  that  the  Emperor  had  decided  to  recognize 
the  south,  and  had  even  already  signed  a  treaty  by  which  the  south  agreed  to 
cede  to  France,  for  herself  or  to  be  reconveyed  to  Mexico,  Texas  And  part  of 
Louisiana,  and  that  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys,  at  the  same  time,  asked  me  if  I  had 
not  heard  other  rumors  calculated  to  disturb  the  good  relations  existing  between 
Qur  two  countries — as  that  the  United  States  had  made  its  protest  against  the 
action  of  the  French  government  in  Mexico ;  had  sent  its  fleet  to  Vera  Cruz ; 
and  made  a  treaty  offensive  and  defensive  with  Itussia.  He  goes  on  to  say 
that  these  suggestions  were  made  less  with  a  view  to  inquiring  as  to  their  truth 
than  for  the  purpose  of  fortifying  me  against  a  belief  in  the  rumore  I  had  first 
referred  to,  the  truth  of  whicn  rumors  he  expressly  denied.  He  then  tells  Mr. 
Mercier  that  I  said  I  had  no  knowledge  of  and  did  not  believe  in  the  report 
that  our  navy  was  before  Vera  Cruz,  or  that  we  had  made  a  treaty  oflfensive  and 
defensive  with  Russia,  and  that  if  you  had  instructed  me  to  make  a  formal  pro- 
test against  their- proceedings  in  Mexico!  should  have  done  so,  which  I  had 
not ;  idthough,  under  the  influence  of  your  general  correspondence  on  this  sub- 
ject, I  had  made  him  aware  of  the  painful  impression  caused  in  my  country  by 
European  intervention  in  Mexico,  and  our  anxious  solicitude  as  to  any  interfer- 
ence with  the  form  of  government  there.  He  then  tells  Mr.  Mercier  that  he  had 
attached  little  importance  to  the  rumors  he  had  referred  to,  which  probably 
originated  in  the  same  source  as  those  to  which  I  had  referred.  He  then  says  to 
Mr.  Mercier,  "  I  repeated  to  him  (Mr.  Dayton)  that  which  I  had  already  often 
said  to  him,  that  we  were  not  seeking,  either  for  ourselves  or  others,  any  acqui- 
aition  in  America.  I  added  (says  he)  that  I  hoped  the  good  sense  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States  would  do  justice  to  the  exaggerations  and  false  suppositions 
by  the  aid  of  which  it  was  sought  to  mislead  and  embitter  opinion,  and  that  I 
counted  upon  his  concurrence  to  try  and  make  prevail  a  more  just  appreciation' 
of  our  intentions  and  of  the  necessities  which  our  policy  obeyed.'' 

He  then  directs  Mr.  Mercier  to  communicate  this  conversation  to  you,  and  to 
use  the  text  thereof  to  correct  false  judgments  and  unjustifiable  imputations 
about  him. 

I  should  add  that  as  this  despatch  is,  in  part,  in  reference  to  the  intentions  of 
France  iu  Mexico,  in  which  you  and  the  country  are  just  now  so  much  inter- 
ested, I  have  thought  it  best  to  avoid  mistakes  by  sending  you  the  above, 
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the  last  twenty  lines  of  which  ai*o  little  less  than  a  translation  of  that  part  of 
Mr.  Dronyn  de  THuys's  despatch. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

'     WM.L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr,  Setoard, 


No.  348]  *  Paris,  September  18,  1863. 

Sir  :  Another  note,  just  received  from  onr  constdar  representative  at  Brest, 
informs  me  that  the  repairs  of  the  Florida  are  advancing  very  rapidly,  and  that 
she  will  not  require  more  than  fifteen  days  more  to  complete  them. 

Seventy-five  of  her  crew,  however,  have  been  shipped  to  England,  and  landed 
at  Cardiff.  Captain  Maffitt,  whose  health  is  bad  and  is  much  worn,  it  is  said,  ifl 
to  come  to  Paris  tc-day,  to  take  some  repose  from  his  labors. 

The  seizure  of  the  Florida  to  answer  damages  to  French  citizens,  so  much 
spoken  of  in  the  journals,  will  not,  I  fear,  operate  to  detain  her. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  i^c. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  349.]  Paris,  September  18,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  this  morning  called  the  attention  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THnys  to 
the  evidence  showing  that  at  least  four,  if  not  five,  ships  are  being  built  in  the 
ship- yards  of  Bordeaux  and  Nantes  for  the  confederates.  This  evidence  is'  the 
same  as  that  sent  to  you  from  the  Paris  consulate,  and  which  I  referred  to  in 
my  despatch  No.  344.  It  is  conclusive,  I  think,  as  to  the  facts  charged.  Mr. 
Drouyn  de  THuys  expressed  himself  as  greatly  surprised,  and  I  doubt  not  he 
was  so.  He  assured  me  he  had  no  knowledge  of  anything  of  the  kind,  and  that 
the  government  would  maintain  its  neutrality.  He  thanj^ed  me  for  calling  his 
attention  promptly  to  this  matter,  the  importance  of  which  he  fully  recognized. 
He  requested  copies  of  the  original  papers  ;  said  that  he  would  at  once  investi- 
gate the  facts  and  the  French  legislation  bearing  on  the  question,  and  then  let 
me  know  what  would  be  done. 

It  seems  to  me  that  their  action  on  this  subject  is  likely  to  afBsrd  a  pretty 
good  test  of  their  future  intentions.  As  to  what  the  law  may  be  it  does  not,  I 
apprehend,  much  matter :  if  they  mean  that  good  relations  with  our  country 
shall  be  preserved,  they  will  stop  the  building  of  these  ships,  or  at  least  the 
arming  and  delivery  of  them  ;  if  they  mean  to  break  with  us,  they  will  let  them 
go  on. 

The  United  States  ship  Kearsarge,  Captain  Winalow,  arrived  in  the  port  of 
Brest  yesterday. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  DAYTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,    . 

Secretary  of  State,  Spc.  r^  T 
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Mr.  Seioard  to  Mr,  Dayton. 

lHo.  399.]  .  •  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  September  19,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  3d  of  Sept^mBer,  No.  341,  has  heen  received. 

Reserving,  for  the  present,  remarks  upon  the  political  aspect  of  the  reception 
of  the  Florida  at  Brest,  I  have  submitted  the  despatch  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  and  asked  his  consideration  of  your  suggestion,  in  regard  to  sending 
a  force  to  intercept  the  Florida  on  her  leaving  that  harbor. 

I  will  make  the  Secretary's  decision  known  to  you  as  soon  as  it  shall  have 
been  received  from  him. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Wm.  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 


No.  400.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  September  21,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  French  forces  are  understood  to  hold  in  subjection  to  tlm  uevf  pio- 
visional  government  established  in  Mexico  three  of  the  States,  while  all  the 
other  constituent  members  of  the  public  of  Mexico  still  remain  under .  its 
authority..  Inhere  are  already  indications  of  designs,  in  those  States,  to  seek 
aid  in  the  United  States,  with  the  consent  of  this  government,  if  attainable,  and 
without  it  if  it  shall  be  refused ;  and  for  this  purpose  inducements  are  held  out> 
well  calculated  to  excite  sympathies  in  a  border  population.  The  United  States 
government  has  hitherto  practiced  strict  neutrality  between  the  French  and 
Mexico,  and  all  the  more  cheerfully,  because  it  has  relied  on  the  assurances 
given  by  the  French  government  that  it  did  not  intend  permanent  occupation 
of  that  country  or  any  violence  to  the  sovereignty  of  its  people.  The  pro- 
ceedings of  the  French  in  Mexico  are  regarded  by  many  in  that  country,  and 
in  this,  as  at  variance  with  those  assurances.  Owing  to  this  circumstance,  it 
becomes  very  difficult  for  this  government  to  enforce  a  rigid  observance  of  its 
neutrality  laws.  The  President  thinks  it  desirable  that  you  should  seek  an 
opportunity  to  mention  these  facts  to  Mr.  Drouyn  deTHuys,  and  to  suggest  to 
him  that  dbe  interests  of  the  United  States,  and,  as  it  seems  to  us,  the  interests 
of  France  herself,  require  that  a  solution  of  the  present  complications  in  Mexico 
be  made,  as  early  as  may  be  convenient,  upon  the  basis  of  the  unity  and  inde- 
pendence of  Mexico.  I  cannot  be  misinterpreting  the  sentiments  of  the  United 
States  in  saying  that  they  do  not  desire  an  annexation  of  Mexico,  or  any  part 
of  it ;  nor  do  they  desire  any  special  interest,  control,  or  influence  there,  but 
they  are  deeply  intei^ested  in  the  re-establishment  of  unity,  peace,  and  order  in 
thotneighboring  republic,  cmd  exceedingly  desirous  that  there  may  not  arise 
oat  of  the  war  in  Mexico  any  cause  of  alienation  between  them  and  France. 
Insomuch  as  these  sentiments  are  by  no  means  ungenerous,  the  President  un- 
hesitatingly believes  that  they  are  the  ^sentiments  of  the  Emperor  himself  in 
regard  to  Mexico. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

WiLUAM  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  dtc,  dec,  dtc. 
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Mr.  Seward  /o  Mr.  Dayton. 

No.  401.]  Dbpabtment«op  Statb, 

•      Washington,  September  22,  1863. 

Sir:  I  enclose,  for  your  information,  a  translation  of  a  note  of  the  20th  of 
July  last,  which  has  been  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Arroyo,  who  calls 
himself  under  secretary  of  state  and  foreign  affairs  of  the  Mexican  empire, 
Betting  forth  recent  proceedings,  with  a  view  to  the  organization  of  the  new 
government  at  Mexico ;  also  a  copy  of  a  memorandum  which  haa  been  left  with 
me  by  a  person  calling  himself  General  Cortes,  alleged  to  have  been  formerly 
governor  of  the  Mexican  State  of  Sonora.  No  reply  has  been,  or  probabjy 
will  be,  made  to  either  of  these  papers. 
1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Wii.  L.  Dayton,  Esq. 


Mr,  Arroyo  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Traoslatloo.] 

Palace  of  the  Regency  of  the  Empire  of  Mexico, 

July  20,  1863. 

The  undersigned,  onder  secretary  of  state  and  of  foreign  affiairs  of  the  Mexican  empire, 
has  the  honor  to  address  the  present  communication  to  bis  excellency  the  Secretary  of  Stat* 
and  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  the  end  tliat  he  may  be  pleased  to 
place  within  the  knowledge  of  bis  government  the  recent  important  events  which  have 
finally  resulted  in  the  organization  of  an  appropriate,  strong,  and  durable  government,  with 
a  view  that  the  nation  might  be  constituted. 

This  capital  having  been  occupied  on  the  10th  ultimo  by  4k  allied  Franco-Mexican  army, 
ihe  first  care  of  the  geDeral-in-chief  was  to  issue  a  decree  convening  a  superior  gubemative 
junto  of  thirty-five  members,  composed  of  the  most  distinguished  notabilities ;  and,  more- 
over, another  of  two  hundred  and  fifleeu  notables,  in  order  that,  united  to  the  former,  they 
might  form  an  assembly  of  two  hundred  and  fiily  persons  selected  irom  all  classes  of  society, 
and  Arom  all  the  departments,  which,  in  conformity  to  public  law  and  to  the  traditional 
usages  of  the  country,  should  express  theVisli  of  the  nation  as  to  the  form  of  government 
that  would  best  suit  it. 

The  gubemative  junto  having  met,  decreed  the  establishment  of  a  provisional  executive 

e»wer  composed  of  three  members,  appointing  the  most  excellent  the  generals  of  division, 
on  Juan  N.  Almonte  and  Don  Mariano  Salas,  and  the  most  illustrious  the  archbishop  of 
Mexico,  Don  Pelagio  Antonio  de  Labastida,  at  present  absent  in  Europe,  and  to  act  as  his 
substitute  the  most  illustrious  Don  Juan  B.  Ormaechea,  bishop  elect  of  Tulanciugo,  who,  in 
such  character,  immediately  took  up  the  reins  of  goveniment. 

The  assembly  of  the  notables  having  convened  in  conformity  to  the  decree  of  the  thirteenth 
of  June  last,  was  enga^^  in  causing  to  be  made  the  important  declaration  in  regard  to  the 
form  of  government,  with  a  view  to  its  permanent  stability  and  the  future  happiness  of  the 
nation.  The  final  result  of  their  labors  has  been  the  solemn  decree,  a  copy  of  which  the 
undersigned  has  the  satisfaction  to  enclose  to  his  excellency,  in  which  appears  the  following 
declaration : 

1st.  The  Mexican  nation  adopts,  as  its  form  of  government,  a  limited  hereditary  monarchy, 
with  a  Catholic  prince. 

2d.  The  sovereign  shall  take  the  title  of  Emperor  of  Mexico. 

3d.  The  imperiu  crown  of  Mexico  is  offered  to  his  imperial  and  royal  highness  the  Pitnoe 
Ferdinand  Maximilian,  Archduke  of  Austria,  for  himself  and  his  descendants. 

4th.  If,  under  circumstances  which  cannot  be  foreseen,  the  Archduke  of.  Austria,  Fer- 
dinand Maximilian,  should  not  take  possession  of  the  throne  which  is  offered  to  him,  the 
Mexican  nation  relies  on  the  good  wiu  of  his  Majesty  Napoleon  III,  Emperor  of  the  French, 
to  indicate  for  it  another  Catholic  prince. 

This  solemn  and  explicit  declaration  was  received  by  all  classes  of  society  with  gratifica- 
tion, and  oven  with  enthusiasm,  manifested  in  such  a  way  that  the  undersigned  does  not 
fear  to  anticipate  its  complete  realization ;  and  so  much  the  more  so,  since  he  receives  every 
dav  numerous  manifestations  of  accession,  notice  of  which  his  excellency  will  see  in  toe 
official  journal  of  the  empire,  which  is  annexed.  r^  ^  ^^T^ 
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Consequently  the  undersigned  relies  on  the  moral  co-operation  of  the  governments  which 
are  friendlj  to  Mexico,  amone  which  he  has  the  satisfaction  of  enumerating  that  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  which  has  given  so  many  proofs  of  its  interest  in  the  happiness  of 
Mexico. 

The  undersized  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  offer  to  his  excellency  the  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  united  States  of  America  the  assurances  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

J.  M.  ARROYO. 
His  Excellency  the  Secretary  op  State  and  Foreign  Affairs 

of  the  United  States  of  America. 


^      Mr.  Arroyo  to  Mr.  Seward. 
(TraiiBlation.) 

secretaryship  op  state  and  op  the  office  of  foreign  relations. 

Palace  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Power, 

Mexico,  July  11,  1863. 

The  provisional  supreme  executive  power  has  been  pleased  to  address  me  the  following 
decree : 

**The  provisional  supreme  executive  power  of  the  nation  to  the  inhabitants  thereof:  Know 
ye,  that  the  Assembly  of  Notables  has  thought  fit  to  decree  as  follows : 

'*  *The  Assemblv  of  Notables,  in  virtue  of  the  decree  of  the  16th  ultimo,  that  it  should 
make  known  the  /orm  of  government  which  best  suited  the  nation,  in  use  of  the  full  right 
which  the  nation  has  to  constitute  itself,  and  as  its  organ  and  interpreter,  declares,  with 
absolute  liberty  and  independence,  as  follows : 

'*  *  1.  The  Mexican  nation  adopts  as  its  form  of  government  a  limited  hereditary  mon- 
archy, with  a  Catholic  prince. 

**  '2.  The  sovereign  shall  take  the  title  of  Emperor  of  Mexico, 

***3.  The  imperii  crown  of  Mexico  is  offered  to  his  imperial  and  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Ferdinand  Maximilian,  Archduke  of  Austria,  for  himself  and  his  descendants. 

'*  *If,  under  circumstances  which  cannot  be  foreseen,  the  Archduke  of  Austria,  Ferdinand 
Maximilian,  should  not  take  possession  of  the  throne  which  is  offered  to  him,  the  Mexican 
nation  relies  on  the  good  will  of  his  Majesty  Napoleon  III,  Emperor  of  the  French,  to 
indicate  for  it  another  Catholic^rince. 

"  *  Given  in  the  Hall  of  Sessions  of  the  Assembly,  on  the  10th  of  July,  1863. 

***TEODOSIO  LARES,  Fresident. 

**  *  Alejandro  Arango  y  Escandon,  Secretary. 

'*  *  Jos6  Maria  Andrade,  Secretary.' 

**  Therefore,  let  it  be  printed,  published  by  national  edict,  and  circulated,  and  let  due 
fulfilment  be  given  thereto. 
"Given  at  the  palace  of  the  supreme  executive  power  in  Mexico,  on  the  11th  of  July,  1863 

"JUANN.  ALMONTE. 

"  JOSfi  MARIANO  SALAS. 

"JUAN  B.  ORMAECHEA. 

*To  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  and  op  the  Office  of  Foreign  Relations." 

And  I  communicate  it  to  you  for  your  knowledge  and  consequent  purposes. 

J.  M.  ARROYO, 
Under  Secretary  of  State^  and  of  the  Office  of  Foreign  Relations. 
Hon.  Wiluam  H.  Seward. 


Mr.  Arroyo  to  Mr.  Seward. 
(TraiiBUtlon.) 

secretaryship  of  state  and  of  the  office  of  foreign  relations. 

Palace  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Power,    • 

MezUo,  July  11,  1863. 

The  provisional  supreme  executive  power  has  been  pleased  to  address  me  the  following 
decree: 

'*The  provisional  supreme  executive  power  of  the  nation  to  the  inhabitants  thereof:  Know 
ye,  that  tne  Assembly  of  Notables  has  thought  fit  to  decree  as  follows :  C^  r%r\a]p^ 
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*'  *The  AsBembly  of  Notables,  in  view  of  the  decree  of  this  date,  has  thought  fit  to 
decree: 

*•  *  Until  the  arrival  of  the  sovereign  the  persons  appointed,  by  decree  of  22d  of  June  last, 
to  form  the  provisional  government,  shall  exercise  the  power  in  the  very  terms  established 
by  the  decree  referred  to,  with  the  character  of  the  regency  of  the  Mexican  empire. 

•*  *  Given  in  the  Hall  of  Sessions  of  the  Assembly  on  the  11th  of  July,  1863. 

*  ♦  'TEODOSIO  LARES,  Prendent. 

**  *  Alejandro  Arango  y  Escandon,  Secretary. 
** » Josfe  Maria  Andrade,  Secretary.' 

"Therefore,  let  it  be  printed,  published,  and  circulated,  and  let  due  fulfilment  be  given 
thereto. 

**  Given  at  the  palace  of  the  supreme  executive  power  in  Mexico,  on  the  11th  of  July,  1863. 

»*  JUAN  N.  ALMONTE. 

"  JOSfi  MARIANO  BE  SALAS. 

"JUAN  B.  ORMAECHEA. 

"To  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  and  of  the  Office  of  Forein  Relations. 

"  DON  J.  MIGUEL  ARROYO." 

And  I  communicate  it  to  you  for  your  knowledtre  and  consequent  purposes. 

.  J.M.ARROYO, 

Under  Secretary  of  State,  and  of  the  Office  of  Foreign  Relations, 
Hon.  WiLLLAM  H.  Seward. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 


No.  404.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  September  23,  1863. 

Sir  :  Recurring  to  your  No.  341,  of  the  3d  instant,  and  to  my  No.  399,  I 
have  now  to  inform  you  that  no  attempt  at  a  blockade  of  the  port  of  Brest  will 
be  made  by  our  navy  to  prevent  the  departure  of  tB^  piratical  vessel,  Florida. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Hon.  William  L.  Dayton,  Esq. 


Air.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 
No.  350.]  Paris,  September  24,  1863. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  department  the  copy  of 
a  communication  made  by  me  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys  on  the  22d  instant,  in 
reference  to  the  ships  now  being  built  and  the  arms,  projectiles,  &c.,  now  being 
made  at  Bordeaux  and  Nantes  for  the  rebels  of  the  south. 
The  evidence  has  been  heretofore  sent  to  your  department. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  &c.y  dc.,  dec. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Druyn  de  VHuys. 

Paris,  September  22,  1863. 

Monsieur  :  In  conformity  with  the  request  of  your  excellency,  I  herewith 
have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  copies,  furnished  to  me,  of  the  original  corre- 
spondence, a  t^nslation  of  which  I  read  to  you  on  Friday  last.  t 
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Letter  No.  1,  under  date  of  10th  June  last,  from  Monsieur  Arman,  of  Bor- 
deaux, (one  of  the  members  of  the  chamber  of  deputies,)  to  Monsieur  Vofuz, 
(an  iron-founder  of  Nantes,)  is  most  important,  admitting,  as  it  does,  the  distinct 
fact  of  the  payment  of  seven  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  francs  by  Mr.  Bul- 
lock, (captain  in  the  rebel  navy,  and  its  agent  for  building  and  buying  ships,) 
as  a  first  payment  on  two  ships  of  four  hundred  horse  power  which  he  is  con- 
structing, as  he  says,  for  the  Confederate  States,  simultaneously  with  those 
which  are  intrusted  to  him,  Mr.  Voruz,  and  who  is  having  them  built  by  Messrs. 
Jollet  &  Babin  and  Dubigeon.  The  claim  which  the  letter  suggests  shall  be 
made  on  Captain  Bullock  to  refund  the  amount  paid  to  Monsieur  Erlanger  (the 
house  negotiating,  you  will  recollect,  the  three  million  southern  loan)  for  guaran- 
teeing the  payment  for  these  vessels,  &Cm  explains  the  whole  operation.  We 
have,  then,  the  contract  admitted,  the  terms  of  payment,  and  the  mode  of 
guarantee. 

Your  excellency  will  observe  from  the  application  of  Mr.  Ajmian  to  the 
minister,  dated  June  1  1863,  for  leave  to  arm  these  Jour  vessels,  that  they  have 
been  in  the  progress  of  construction  since  the  15th  of  April  last. 

Letter  No.  2,  from  J.  Voruz,  sen.,  to  his  son  Ajithony,  dated  14th  July  kst, 
says  that  Captains  Bullock  and  Amoux,  as  well  as  Mr.  Erlanger,  departed  the 
preceding  day  for  Bordeaux,  but  he  fears  *'  they  wiU  be  obliged  to  treat  with 
Arman  for  the  plated  ships.'"  From  the  dates  here  given  it  is  evident  that 
these  ships  are  in  addition  to  those  first  above  named,  and  so  likewise  is  the 
little  shallop  of  Mr.  Erlanger  therein  referred  to. 

Letter  No.  3,  being  the  next  letter  from  Mr.  Voruz,  sen.,  to  his  son  Anthony, 
dated  July  17,  says  he  had  that  day  received  a  letter  frt)m  Amoux,  one  of  the 
parties  who  visited  Bordeaux,  as  above  named,  stating  that  Arman  had  "Just 
signed  the  agreement  for  two  plated  gunboats,  of  three  hundred  horse  power, 
for  tiDo  millions  each''  These  are  in  addition  to  the  four  ships  first  named. 
The  closing  lines  of  this  letter  show  that  the  two  gunboats  were  then  in  the 
course  of  construction  by  Mr.  Arman. 

These  letters  likewise  convey  most  full  information  upon  another  point.  It 
would  seem  that  the  iron  foundries  of  Mr  .Voruz,  sen.,  are  extensively  engaged 
in  the  construction  of  gun-carriages,  cannon,  shell  and  shot,  for  the  so-called 
confederate  government.  Some  of  these  are  constructed  for  that  government 
(so-called)  through  the  agency  of  Mr.  Blakely,  of  London,  who  has  been  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  supplying  it  with  his  gun;  and  others  are  constructed 
expressly  for  arming  the  four  ships  before  referred  to. 

Letter  No.  5,  from  Mr.  Arman  to  the  minister  of  marine,  and  Nos.  8  and  9, 
from  Mr.  Voruz  to  the  same,  and  the  reply  of  the  minister  thereto,  No.  10,  prove 
that  this  engagement  is  to  supply  an  armament  direct  to  the  confederates.  It 
has  not  even  the  evasion  or  apology  that  it  is  the  ordinary  conmierce  existing 
between  a  manufacturer  and  his  private  customer.  It  is  directly  aiding  and 
abetting  the  States  in  rebellion.  Whatever  question  has  been  made  elsewhere 
as  to  the  rights  of  private  commerce  in  the  ordinary  way,  it  has  been  nowhere 
pretended,  so  far  as  I  know,  that  neutrals  or  a  neutral  government  may  rightftilly 
supply  arms  to  a  belligerent  without  violating  its  neutrality. 

In  this  case  it  would  seem  that  the  government  of  France  has,  through  a  most 
extraordinary  misrepresentation  as  to  the  purpose  and  destination  of  these  ships, 
been  induced  expressly  to  authorize  the  manufacture  of  these  arms  and  tne 
arming  of  these  vessels  :  nay,  that  on  the  application  of  Mr.  Voruz,  the  manu- 
facturer, the  government  manufactory  at  Reuil  has  been  opened  to  his  inspection, 
and  all  its  appliances  subjected  to  his  examination,  that  he  might  have  every 
possible  aid  in  carrying  out  his  purpose. — {See  letters  No.  8  and  No.  10.) 

It  would  seem  from  these  letters  that  large  quantities  of  the  arms,  projectiles, 
&c.,  agreed  for,  have  already  been  completed,  but  are  yet  within  the  jurisdiction 
and  control  of  this  government.     There  is  at  all  times  danger  of  the  shipment ' 
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of  these  anns  and  projectiles.  Even  those  destined  for  the  armament  of  the  four 
ships  may,  as  soon  as  the  question  is  agitated,  be  immediately  transferred  else- 
where. 

I  respectfully  ask  that  the  authorization  to  provide  said  ships  with  an  arma- 
ment, heretofore  granted  by  the  minister  of  marine,  be  withdrawn ;  and  that  the 
manufacture  of  the  arms  and  projectiles  heretofore  referred  to  be  stayed,  or 
where  the  fabrication  of  the  same  shall  have  been  completed,  that  their  delivery 
be  prevented ;  and  that  such  other  proceedings  be  taken  by  the  French  govern- 
ment as  it  may  deem  most  advisable  to  prevent  the  further  construction  and 
delivery  of  said  vessels. 

In  our  conversation  your  excellency  was  good  enough  to  say  that  you  would 
immediately  examine  the  legislation  of  France  on  these  subjects.  I  am  happy 
to  find,  by  reference  to  the  proclamation  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor,  dated  the 
10th  of  June,  1861,  and  published  in  the  Moniteur  on  the  11th,  there  is  full 
reference  to  that  legislation,  and  to  which  I  respectftilly  refer  you.  In  that 
proclamation  his  Majesty  declared  that  he  is  resolved  to  maintain  a  strict  neu- 
trality in  the  struggle  between  the  government  of  the  Union  and  the  States 
which  had  assumed  to  form  a  separate  confederation. 

In  the  third  paragraph  of  this  declaration  he  declares :  *'  II  est  interdit  d  tout 
FrauQais  de  prendre  commission  de  Tune  des  deux  parties  pour  armer  des 
vaisseaux  en  guerre  ou  d'accepter  des  lettres  de  marques  pour  faire  la  course 
maritime,  ou  de  concourir  d'une  mani^re  quelconque  k  I'equipment  on  Tarme- 
ment  d'une  navire  de  guerre  ou  corsaire  de  Tune  des  deux  parties." 

The  fifth  section  declares  that  all  persons  acting  in  violation  of  these  prohibi- 
tions and  recommendations  will  be  prosecuted,  if  there  is  occasion  therefor, 
according  to  certain  laws  and  articles  of  the  penal  code. 

I  respectftdly  submit  to  your  excellency  that  the  acts  set  forth  in  the  corre- 
spondence hereinbefore  referred  to  are  in  direct  violation  of  both  the  spirit  and 
the  letter  of  the  above  proclamation. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurances  of  high  respect  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 

His  Excellency  Mr.  Drouvn  de  l'Huvs, 

Minuter  of  Foreign  Affairs^  Paris, 


Mr,  Dayton  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  351.]  Paris,  Befptemher  24,  1868. 

8lR:  The  following  is  a  translation  of  a  telegraphic  despatch  which  I  havo 
just  received  from  Mr.  Van  Home,  United  States  consul  at  Marseilles : 

"A  letter  received  from  the  consul  at  Messina  says  that  the  corsair  Southerner, 
Captain  Butcher,  (English,)  arrived  at  Malta  the  seventeenth  of  this  month, 
coming  from  Alexandria  and  going  to  Algiers,  with  three  hundred  and  three 
Arabian  pilgrims." 

The  above  is  important  if  true,  though  I  do  not  well  see  how  it  can  be. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State^  fy:,,  4^.,  ifc. 
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Mr.  Daytofi  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  352.]  Paris,  September  25,  18G3. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  No  391,  as  to  the  proceedings  of  our  minister  resident  at 
Salvador,  in  reference  to  French  interests  there,  and  the  despatch  from  him  to 
you  on  that  subject,  were  at  once  communicated  by  me  to  the  foreign  office 
here.  As  it  was  evident  that  a  copy  of  Mr.  Partridge's  despatch,  stating  what 
he  had  done  in  relation  to  French  interests  in  that  country,  should  be  on  the 
files  of  the  foreign  office  here,  I  left  the  same  temporarily  with  Mr.  Drouyn  de 
THuys,  at  his  request,  that  he  might  have  it  copied,  if  so  disposed. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward. 

Secretary  of  State ,  ^pc.,  S^*,  4^. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 


No.  405.]  Department  op  State, 

Washingtony  September  25,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  11th  instant,  No.  344,  has  been  received.  In  reply, 
I  have  to  inform  you  that  instructions  have  been  given  directly  to  Mr.  Bigelow 
approving  your  suggestion,  and  giving  him  assurances  of  indemnity.  You  will 
lose  no  time  in  ascertaining  all  of  the  facts  which  Mr.  Bigelow  may  be  able  to 
elicit,  and  communicating  them  to  this  department;  and  also  in  making  such  a 
representation  upon  the  subject  to  the  French  government  as  those  facts  may 
warrant. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

[Extracts.  ] 


No.  406.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  September  26,  1863. 

Sib:  Your  confidential  despatch  of  September  7,  No.  342,  has  been  received 
and  carefully  considered.        •  •  *  •  *  ♦ 

It  is  well  understood  that  through  a  long  period,  closing  in  ]  860,  the  manifest 
strength  of  this  nation  was  a  sufficient  protection,  for  itself  and  for  Mexico, 
against  all  foreign  states.  That  power  was  broken  down  and  shattered  in  1861 
by  faction.  The  first  fruit  of  our  civil  war  was  a  new,  and  in  effect,  though  not 
intentionally  so,  an  imfriendly  attitude  assumed  by  Great  Britain,  Frpnce,  and 
Spain,  all  virtually,  and  the  two  first-named  powers  avowedly,  moving  in  con- 
cert. While  I  cannot  confess  to  a  fear  on  the  part  of  this  government  that  any 
one  or  all  of  the  maritime  powers  combining  with  the  insurgents  could  overthrow 
it,  yet  it  would  have  been  manifestly  "presumptuous,  at  any  time  since  this  dis- 
traction seized  the  American  people,  to  have  provoked  such  an  intervention,  or 
to  have  spared  any  allowable  means  of  preventing  it.  The  unceasing  efforts  of 
this  department  in  that  direction  have  resulted  from  this  ever-present  consideration. 


710  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

If  in  its  communications  the  majeslic  efforts  of  the  government  to  subdue  the 
insurrection,  and  to  remove  the  temptation  vhich  it  offered  to  foreign  powers,  have 
not  figured  so  largely  as  to  impress  my  correspondents  with  the  conviction  tliat 
the  President  relies  always  mainly  on  the  national  power,  and  not  on  the  for- 
bearance of  those  who  it  is  apprehended  may  become  its  enemies,  it  is  because 
the  duty  of  drawing  forth  and  directing  the  armed  power  of  the  nation  has 
rested  upon  distinct  departments,  while  to  this  one  belonged  the  especial  duty 
of  holding  watch  against  foreign  insult,  intrusion,  and  intervention.  With  these 
general  remarks  I  proceed  to  explain  the  President's  views  in  regard  to  the  first 
of  the  two  questions  mentioned,  namely,  the  attitude  of  France  in  regard  to  the 
civil  war  in  the  United  States. 

We  know  from  many  sources,  and  even  from  the  Emperor's  direct  statement, 
that,  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  insurrection,  he  adopted  the  current  opinion  of 
European  statesmen  that  the  efforts  of  this  government  to  maintain  and  preserve 
the  Union  would  be  unsuccessful.  To  this  prejudgment  we  attribute  his  agree- 
ment with  Great  Britain  to  act  in  concert  with  her  upon  the  questions  which 
might  arise  out  of  the  insurrection ;  his  concession  of  a  belligerent  character  to 
the  insurgents ;  his  repeated  suggestions  of  accommodation  by  this  government 
with  the  insurgents ;  and  his  conferences  on  the  subject  of  a  recognition.  It 
would  be  disingenuous  to  withhold  an  expression  of  the  national  conviction  that 
these  proceedings  of  the  Emperor  have  been  very  injurious  to  the  United  States, 
by  encouraging  and  thus  prolonging  the  insurrection.  On  the  other  hand,  no 
statesman  of  this  country  is  able  to  conceive  of  a  reasonable  motive,  on  the  part 
of  either  France  or  the  Emperor,  to  do  or  to  wish  injury  to  the  United  States. 
Every  statesman  of  the  United  States  cherishes  a  lively  interest  in  the  welfare 
and  greatness  of  France,  and  is  content  that  she  shall  enjoy  peacefuUy  and  in 
unbounded  prosperity  the  administration  of  the  Emperor  she  has  chosen.  We 
have  not  an  acre  of  territory  or  a  port  which  we  think  France  can  wisely  covet ; 
nor  has  she  any  possession  that  we  could  accept  if  she  would  resign  it  into  our 
hands.  Nevertheless,  when  recurring  to  what  the  Emperor  has  already  done, 
we  cannot,  at  anv  time,  feel  assured  that,  under  mistaken  impressions  of  our 
exposure,  he  mignt  not  commit  himself  still  further  in  the  way  of  encouragement 
and  aid  to  the  insurgents.  We  know  their  intrigues  in  Paris  are  not  to  be 
lightly  regarded.  While  the  Emperor  has  held  an  unfavorable  opinion  of  our 
national  strength  and  unity,  we,  on  the  contrary,  have  as  constantly  indulged 
entire  confidence  in  both.  Not  merely  the  course  of  events,  but  that  of  time, 
also,  runs  against  the  insurgents  and  reinvigorates  the  national  strength  and 
power.  We  desire,  therefore,  that  he  may  have  the  means  of  understanding  the 
actual  condition  of  affairs  in  our  country.  We  wish  to  avoid  anything  calcu- 
lated to  irritate  France,  or  to  wound  the  just  pride  and  proper  sensibilities  of 
that  spirited  nation,  and  thus  to  free  our  claim  to  her  forbearance,  in  our  present 
political  emergency,  from  any  cloud  of  passion  or  prejudice.  Pursuing  this 
course,  the  President  hopes  that  the  prejudgment  of  the  Emperor  against  the 
stability  of  the  Union  may  the  sooner  give  way  to  convictions  which  will 
modify  his  course,  and  bring  him  back  again  to  the  traditional  friendship  which 
he  found  existing  between  this  country  and  his  own,  when,  in  obedience  to  her 
voice,  he  assumed  the  reins  of  empire.  These  desires  and  purposes  do  not  imply 
either  a  fear  of  French  hostility,  or  any  neglect  of  a  prudent  posture  of  national 
self-reliance. 

The  subject  upon  which  I  propose  to  remark,  in  the  second  place,  is  the 
relation  of  France  towards  Mexico.  The  United  States  hold,  in  regard  to 
Mexico,  the  same  principles  that  they  hold  in  regard  to  all  other  nations.  They 
have  neither  a  rignt  nor  a  disposition  to  intervene  by  force  in  the  internal  affairs 
of  Mexico,  whether  to  establish  and  maintain  a  republic  or  even  a  domestic  gov- 
ernment there,  or  to  overthrow  an  imperial  or  a  foreign  one,  if  Mexico  chooses 
to  eetablish  or  accept  it.     The  United  States  have  neither  the  right  nor  the  dis- 
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position  to  intervene  by  force  on  either  side  in  the  lamentable  war  which  is 
going  on  between  France  and  Mexico.  On  the  contrary,  they  practice  in  regard 
to  Mexico,  in  every  phase  of  that  war,  the  non-intervention  which  they  require 
all  foreign  powers  to  observe  in  regard  to  the  United  States.  But,  notwith- 
standing this  self-restraint,  this  government  knows  full  well  that  the  inherent 
normal  opinion  of  Mexico  favors  a  government  there  republican  in  form  and 
domestic  in  its  organization,  in  preference  to  any  monarchical  institutions  to  be 
imposed  from  abroad.  This  government  knows,  also,  that  this  normal  opinion 
of  the  people  of  Mexico  resulted  largely  from  the  influence  of  popular  opinion 
in  this  country,  and  is  continually  invigorated  by  it.  The  President  believes, 
moreover,  that  this  popular  opinion  of  the  United  States  is  just  in  itself,  and 
eminently  essential  to  the  progress  of  civilization  on  the  American  continent, 
which  civilization,  it  believes,  can  and  will,  if  left  ft-ee  from  European  resistance, 
work  harmoniously  together  with  advancing  refinement  on  the  other  continents. 
This  government  believes  that  foreign  resistance,  or  attempts  to  control  American 
civilization,  must  and  will  fail  before  the  ceaseless  and  ever-increasing  activity 
of  material,  moral,  and  political  forces,  which  peculiarly  belong  to  the  American 
continent.  Nor  do  the  United  States  deny  that,  in  their  opinion,  their  own 
safety  and  the  cheerful  destiny  to  which  they  aspire  are  intimately  dependent 
on  the  continuance  of  free  republican  institutions  throughout  America.  They 
have  submitted  these  opinions  to  the  Emperor  of  France,  on  proper  occasions, 
as  worthy  of  his  serious  consideration,  in  determining  how  he  would  conduct 
and  close  what  might  prove  a  successful  war  in  Mexico.  Nor  is  it  necessary  to 
practice  reserve  upon  the  point,  that  if 'France  should,  upon  due  consideration, 
determine  to  adopt  a  policy  in  Mexico  adverse  to  the  American  opinions  and 
sentiments  which  I  have  described,  that  policy  would  probably  scatter  seeds 
which  would  be  fruitful  of  jealousies,  which  might  ultimately  ripen  into  collision 
between  France  and  the  United  States  and  other  American  republics.  An  illus- 
tration of  this  danger  has  occurred  already.  Political  rumor,  which  is  always 
mischievous,  one  day  ascribes  to  France  a  purpose  to  seize  the  Rio  Grande,  and 
wrest  Texas  from  the  United  St&tes ;  another  day  rumor  advises  us  to  look 
carefully  to  our  safety  on  the  Mississipi ;  another  day  we  are  warned  of  coalitions 
to  be  formed,  under  French  patronage,  between  the  regency  established  in  Mexico 
and  the  insurgent  cabal  at  Richmond.  The  President  apprehends  none  of  these 
things.  He  does  not  allow  himself  to  be  disturbed  by  suspicions  so  unjust  to 
France  and  so  unjustifiable  in  themselves ;  but  he  knows,  also,  that  such  suspicions 
will  be  entertained  more  or  less  extensively  by  this  country,  and  magnified  in 
other  countries  equally  unfriendly  to  France  and  to  America;  and  he  knows, 
also,  that  it  is  out  of  such  suspicions  that  the  fatal  web  of  national  animosity  is 
most  frequently  woven.  He  believes  that  the  Emperpr  of  France  must  ex- 
perience desires  as  earnest  as  our  own  for  the  preservation  of  that  friendship 
between  the  two  nations  which  is  so  full  of  guarantees  of  their  common  pros- 
perity and  safety.  Thinking  this,  the  President  would  be  wanting  in  fidelity 
to  France,  as  well  as  to  our  own  country,  if  he  did  not  converse  with  the  Em- 
peror with  entire  sincerity  and  friendship  upon  the  attitude  which  France  is  to 
assume  in  regard  to  Mexico.  The  statements  made  to  you  by  M.  Drouyn  de 
THuys,  concerning  tne  Emperor's  intentions,  are  entirely  satisfactory,  if  we  are 
permitted  to  assume  them  as  having  been  authorized  to  be  made  by  the  Em- 
peror in  view  of  the  present  condition  of  affairs  in  Mexico.  It  is  true,  as  I 
have  before  remarked,  that  the  Emperor's  purposes  may  hereafter  change  with 
changing  circumstances.  We,  ourselves,  however,  are  not  unobservant  of  the 
progress  of  events  at  home  and  abroad;  and  in  no  case  are  we  likely  to  neglect 
such  provision  for  our  own  safety,  as  every  sovereign  state  must  always  be  pre- 
pared to  fall  back  upon  when  nations  with  which  they  have  lived  in  friendship 
cease  to  respect  their  moral  and  treaty  obligations.     Your  own  discretion  will  be 
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your  guide  as  to  how  far  and  in  what  way  the  public  interests  will  be  promoted 
by  submitting  these  views  to  the  consideration  of  M.  Drouyn  de  THuys. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 
[Extracts.  ] 
No.  409].  Drpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  October  1,  1863. 

Sir:  Mr.  Bigelow,  the  United  States  consul  at  Paris,  has  sent  to  me  copies 
of  papers  which  he  informs  me  have  been  placed  in  your  hands,  and  which  seem 
to  establish  the  fact  that  several  iron-clad  rams  are  being  built,  armed  and 
equipped,  in  French  ports,  to  proceed  from  them  to  make  war  upon  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Bigelow  further  informs  me  that  you  are  considering  how  to  turn  these 
proofs  to  the  best  account,  and  that  this  depai'tment  will  be  advised  promptly  of 
your  proceedings. 

I  hasten  to  say,  that  while  the  manner  and  form  of  your  proceedings  in  the 
matter  are  left  entirely  within  your  own  discretion,  the  President  thinks  you 
should  lose  no  time  unnecessarily  in  bringing  the  transaction  to  the  notice  of 
Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys,  and  in  asking  for  the  effectual  interposition  of  the  gor- 

emment  to  prevent  the  departure  of  the  hostile  expedition. 

•  #  #.•  #  •  •  •  • 

Awaiting  with  much  solicitude  your  report  of  your  proceedings  in  regard  to 
this  new  and  somewhat  startling  plot,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  ^.,  4^- 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  354.]  Paris,  October  1,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  a  letter  from  consular  agent  at  Brest,  of  the  date  of  29th 
September,  in  which  he  informed  me  that  the  repairs  to  the  hull  and  engine  of 
the  Florida  continue,  but  she  will  not  be  able  to  go  to  sea  before  three  weeks. 
Also,  that  the  corvette  Kearsarge  has  taken  in  provisions  and  coal,  and  will  not 
hereafter  be  retained  in  port  by  anything  essential. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 
No.  353.]  Paris,  October  1,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enelose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  from 
Captain  Winslow,  of  the  United  States  steamship  Kearsarge,  at  Brest. 

I  have  just  been  informed  that  a  crew  for  the  Florida  was  about  being  shipped 
at  Liverpool,  which  fact  I  have  telegraphed  to  Captain  Winslow. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C.  ^'^'^'"^^  ^^ 
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Cdg^tain  Wmdow  to  Mr,  Dayton, 

Unitkd  Statks  Steamship  Eeabsabgk, 

Brest,  France,  September  28,  1863. 

8iR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  25th  instant. 
The  information  received  of  the  appearance  of  the  Southerner  in  the  Mediterranean  is  no 
doubt  true,  and  her  appearance  solves  the  mystery  connected  with  the  burning  of  the 
American  ship  Nash,  ofif  Qibraltar. 

Should  other  steamers  reach  this  port,  which  I  am  in  hopes  the  government  have  ordered, 
measures  can  be  taken  to  intercept  the  Southerner ;  but  at  present  the  Kearsarge  is  well 
employed  in  watching  the  Florida.  I  wish  I  could  add  that  the  chances  of  overhauling 
this  vessel  were  more  favorable,  but  the  position  of  the  port,  which  is  lined  seaward  for 
many  miles  with  rocks,  forming  near  the  entrance  three  channels,  renders  it  essential  that 
a  vessel  should  be  stationed  in  each  one. 

Referring  to  filling  the  complement  of  the  Florida  crew,  my  views  are  that  no  attempt 
will  be  made  (or  if  made,  will  be  unsuccessful)  to  enlist  men  in  France.  The  probability 
k  that  her  complement  will  be  made  up  and  the  men  sent  out  from  England ;  and  it  waA 
suggested  that  initiatory  8tep8  should  be  taken  in  advance  to  prevent  the  adoption  of  this 
procedure. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  A.   WIN8L0W,  Oiq>tam, 

Hon.  William  L   Datton,  ^c,  See 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Dayton, 


No.  410.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  5,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  despatches  of  the  14th  of  September  (No.  345)  and  the  16th  of 
September  (No.  347)  have  been  received.     Moreover,  I  have  been  favored  by 
Mr.  Mercier  with  a  visit,  and  with  a  reading  of  the  despatch  addressed  to  him  hj  • 
Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys,  of  which  special  mention  is  made  in  your  communications. 

The  explanations  made  by  you  to  him  are  correct,  and  they  are  approved.     De- 
spatches from  this  department,  which  you  must  have  received  after  writing  your 
own,  not  only  sustain  those  explanations,  but  they  also  draw  very  distinctly  the 
line  of  policy  towards  France  which  the  President  has  marked  out  under  the 
counsels  of  prudence,  and  the  traditional  friendship  towards  her  which  prevails 
in  the  United  States.     Any  statesman  who  has  observed  how  inflexibly  this 
government  adheres  to  the  policy  of  peace  and  non-intervention,  would  not  need 
to  be  informed  that  the  report  of  an  alliance  by  us  with  Russia  for  European 
war  is  an  absurdity.     So,  also,  no  one  who  knows  how  completely  the  American 
people  suffer  themselves  to  be  absorbed  in  the  duty  of  suppressing  the  present 
unhappy  insurrection,  and  restoring  the  authority  of  the  Union,  would  for  a 
moment  believe  that  we  are  preparing  for  or  meditating  a  future  war  against  any  , 
nation,  for  any  purpose  whatever,  much  less  that  we  are  organizing  or  contem-  * 
plating  a  future  war  against  France,  whom  it  is  our  constant  desire  to  hold  and   ; 
retain  as  a  friend,  through  all  the  vicissitudes  of  political  fortune,  and  all  the  • 
changes  of  national  life. 

You  are  authorized  to  say  to  Mr.  Droun  de  THuys  that  his  explanations  are 
entirely  satisfactory  to  the  President.  I  may,  perhaps,  not  improperly  improve 
this  occasion  by  saying  that  the  executive  government  of  this  country  has  no 
organ  in  the  press.  Its  views  and  sentiments  in  regard  to  France,  as  to  all 
o^er  countries,  can  be  known  always  by  the  language  of  its  diplomatic  repre- 
sentatives, for  it  instructs  them  minutfely,  and  directs  them  to  speak  alwaya 
frankly  and  sincerely.  The  Emperor  has  an  acknowledged  organ  in  the  press. 
Its  utterances,  if  unfriendly  or  equivocal,  necessarily  produce  distrust  among 
the  American  people.  When  they  see  in  the  columns  of  the  Moniteur  opinions 
derogatory  of  themselves,  and  calculated  to  give  satisfaction  and  encouragement 
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to  their  enemies,  it  is  necessarily,  but  doubtless  erroneously,  assumed  that  they 
are  inspired.  Several  such  publications  have"  recently  appeared  there,  and  it  is 
not  remembered  that  one  utterance  in  the  spirit  of  the  friendship  of  old  France 
has  been  made  by  that  paper  since  our  unhappy  controversy  exposed  us  to  the 
intrigues  of  our  domestic  enemies  in  foreign  countries. 

I  have  thus  laid  bare  a  living  and  fruitful  root  of  jealousies  between  France 
and  the  United  States.  We  do  not  claim  that  France  shall  be  our  friend.  We 
do  not  insist  that  she  shall  judge  us  or  our  cause  favorably  or  kindly.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  need  not  be  said  that  unfavorable  judgments  and  unkind  senti- 
ments invariably  produce  ultimate  alienation.  Everybody  knows  that  the 
United  States  are  the  habitual  well-wishers  of  France,  as  they  are  of  Russia. 
Everybody  knows  that  Russia  is  a  well-wisher  of  the  United  States,  but  every- 
body is  not  satisfied  that  France  is  a  well-wisher  of  the  United  States.  I  think 
everybody  agrees  that  the  responsibility  for  this  does  not  reet  with  the  United 
States.  Where,  then,  does  it  ^11  ?  The  Emperor  joined  Great  Britain  in  recog- 
nizing our  insurgents  as  belligerents,  and  in  attempting  to  derogate  us  from  our 
position  as  a  sovereign,  the  treaty  friend  of  both  countries,  into  a  position  of 
equality  with  the  seditious  disturbers  of  our  peace.  *We  think  that  this  pro- 
ceeding was  unnecessary,  as  we  know  it  has  been  injurious.  It  tries  the  temper 
of  the  American  people  more  severely  than  we  have  ever  tried  that  of  France 
in  her  domestic  troubles,  which  have  been  more  frequent  than  our  own.  Is  it 
wise  to  let  the  unfortunate  act  be  followed  by  needless  manifestations  of  French 
disfavor  to  our  cause  in  the  war  which  we  are  so  energetically  endeavoring  to 
bring  to  a  close  ? 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM.  H.  SEWARD. 

Hon.  William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Stward. 

No.  357.]  Pabis,  October  6,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication  just 
received  from  the  United  States  consul  at  Algiers,  in  reference  to  the  rebel 
steamer  Southerner.  From  this  it  would  appear  that  she  is  engaged  in  the 
transportation  of  cotton  to  England. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,'* 

WM.  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Sfc.,  Spc.y  8fc. 


Mr.  Kwgttury  to  Mr.  Dayton, 

No.  2.]  CONSULATK  OF  THB  UNrTBD   STATES  Of  AMKRIOA, 

Al^a,  October  2,  1863. 

SiE  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  while  absent  from  my  post  by  speci^il  per- 
mission, I  received  information  that  the  suspected  pirate  steamship  Southerner  was  at 
Malta,  en  route  from  Alexandria  to  Algiers.  Aocordiogly  I  made  all  possible  haste  to  return, 
hewing,  if  my  informatioa  was  correct,  and  our  apprehensions  should  be  sustained  by  the 
actual  character  of  this  vessel,  that  I  might  be  able  to  render  some  service  to  our  country. 
But  since  my  arrival  I  have  ascertained  that  the  Southerner  came  into  this  port  on  or  about 
the  20th  ultimo,  and  landed  several  hundred  Turkish  pilgrims,  and  proceeded  hence  to 
Tangier  to  land  the  remainder  of  this  class  of  her  passengers.  C^OOqIp 

— gi  ize     y  Q 
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She  had  a  full  cargo  of  cotton,  even  her  cabin  being  fille*),  and  was  proceeding  to  Liver- 
pool, having  been  despatched  on  this  vojasre  by  the  well-known  firm  of  Wilson  &  Co  The 
ship  has  an  English  register,  a  transcript  of  which  I  have  seen,  is  about  1,600  tons,  and  has 
a  crew  of  fifty-two  men.  While  in  this  port  she  hoisted  none  but  the  English  flag.  This 
information  has  been  given  to  me  by  a  perfectly  competent  and  reliable  gentleman  of  my 
acqaalntance  at  this  place. 

I  am  also  informed  that  the  British  and  United  States  flags  are  painted  upon  the  partitions 
of  the  companion-way  or  entrance  to  her  cabin,  the  ship  having  been  built,  it  is  said,  to 
run  between  Liverpool  and  Charleston  Captain  Butcher,  who  commanded  the  Alabama 
on  her  trial  trip,  commands  the  Southerner,  and  has  been  for  several  years  employed  by 
Messrs.  Wilson  &  Co. 

I  think  this  information,  which  I  have  not  the  slightest  reason  to  doubt,  will  quiet  our 
apprehensions  concerning  t^is  vessel,  at  least  until  she  has  discharged  her  cargo  of  cotton. 

With  sentiments  of  very  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 

EDWARD  L.  KINGSBURY, 

UnUed  States  Consul 
Hon.  WiLUAM  L  Dayton, 

Ekvoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  PUnipotenHary^  Sec. ,  Sfc, ,  Paris 


Mr,  Dayton  to  Mr,  Seward, 
No.  359.]  Paris,  October  8,  1863. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Drouyn  de  PHuys  not  having  received  the  diplomatic  corps  last 
week  for  business,  I  this  morning  have  had  a  long  conversatiou  with  him  upon 
various  matters.  In  the  first  place,  I  left  with  him  the  copy  of  a  letter  recently 
written  by  Captain  Maffitt,  of  the  rebel  steamer  Floiida,  at  Brest,  to  Captain 
Bullock,  of  the  rebel  navy,  as  to  the  discharge  of  part  of  the  crew  of  the  Florida, 
&c.,  a  copy  of  which  letter  was  enclosed  to  me  by  our  consul  at  Liverpool.  A 
copy  of  the  same  is  hereunto  attached.  My  object  in  showing  this  letter  was 
to  prove,  first,  that  Captain  Bullock  was  yet  in  the  rebel  service,  and,  secondly, 
that  the  crew  in  question,  or  part  of  it,  had  been  voluntarily  discharged  from  the 
Florida ;  that  if  this  vessel  was,  therefore,  incapacitated  for  want  of  a  sufficient 
crew,  it  was  not  the  act  of  God,  but  their  own  act,  and  tbey  wore  suffering  from 
a  self-inflicted  impotence.  This  was  to  atiswer  the  principle  suggested  by  Mr. 
Drouyn  de  THuys  in  conversation,  that  their  necessary  wants  for  purposes  of 
navigation,  not  of  war,  they  were  entitled  to  have  supplied.  I  reminded  him, 
too,  of  the  fact  that  if.  he  carried  out  this  principle  to  its  full  extent,  if  the  term 
of  service  of  a  crew  were  known  to  be  about  expiring,  a  captain  might  run  his 
ship  into  a  neutral  port  anywhere,  discharge  his  crew,  and  then  reship,  in  the 
same  port,  a  new  crew  for  hostile  purposes ;  that,  under  these  circumstances,  the 
captain  of  the  Florida  might  claim  the  right  to  ship  a  crew  of  French  sailoi-s  at 
Brest.  I  told  him  that  sailors  for  an  enemy's  ship-of-war  were  contraband,  as 
much  so  as  soldiers  for  its  armies.  I  could  not  conceive,  therefore,  that  France 
could  fairly  maintain  her  neutrality,  and  yet  permit  these  things  to  be  done  in 
her  ports.  It  is  probable  that  I  shall  put  these  and  some  other  views  upon  this 
subject,  of  the  aid  given  to  the  Florida,  in  writing  before  she  is  pennitted  to 
sail.     They  may  be  of  service  as  matter  of  future  reference. 

The  neutrality  of  France,  he  said,  would  be  maintained,  and  that  his  whole 
purpose  was  to  settle  these  questions  upon  proper  principles  of  international 
law. 

I  should  add,  that  I  learned  Yrom  Liverpool  that  these  men,  owing  to  Home 
difficulty  with  the  confederate  agents,  have  not  yet  signed  the  shipping  articles. 
In  the  mean  time  this  government  is  holding  the  question  under  consideration. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ,  r^r\r\n]o 

Secretary  of  State,  -^'^ -^  ^^  L^OOglC 
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[Enclorare.] 

CONVEDKRATB  8taTB8  i^TBAMIR  FLORIDA, 

Brett,  September  3,  1863. 
Sir  :  Herewith  I  send  yoa  a  lut  of  men  disobarged  from  the  Florida,  witli  their  accounts 
and  discharges.    Kany  of  them  have  asl^ed  for  transfers,  and  others  for  reference  to  yoa,  or 
to  a  confederate  agent.     I  would  request  you  to  provide  them  situations  in  the  service. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  N    MAFFTTT, 
Commander,  Confederate  States  Navy. 
Captain  J.  D.  Bullock, 

Confederate  States  Navy,  lAoerpool. 


Mr,  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward.  ^ 

No?  360.]  Paris,  October  8,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  minister  of  marine  has  been  absent  for  some  days,  recently,  and 
this  has  been  assigned  to  me,  by  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys,  as  a  reason  why  my 
communication  as  to  the  rebel  ships  now  being  built  at  Bordeaux  and  Nantes 
had  not  been  definitely  answered.  I  left  some  additional  evidence  with  him  this 
morning,  to  wit : 

Copy  of  contract  betweeo  Arman  and  Bullock  for  building  two  iron-clads^ 
dated  16th  July  last. 

Copy  of  letter  from  Emile  Erlanger  to  Voruz,  senior,  dated  9th  June  last. 

Copy  of  letter  from  Mazeline  &  Co.  to  Voruz,  senior,  dated  23d  June  last. 

Copy  of  letter  from  O.  B.  Jollet  and  L.  Babin,  and  E.  Dubigeon  and  Fils,  to 
Voruz,  10th  June  last. 

Copy  of  agreement  between  Bullock  and  Voruz,  dated  17th  September,  1863, 
increasing  the  number  of  cannon  contracted  for,  from  48  to  56 f  and  the  number 
of  shells  from  5,000  to  12,000. 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys  did  not  intimate  any  doubts  as  to  the  facts  charged^ 
and  the  minister  of  marine,  he  said,  had  informed  him  that  in  granting  the 
authorization  to  build  and  arm  these  vessels,  he  did  it  as  a  matter  of  course,  as- 
he  had  done  in  like  cases  before,  supposing  that  the  representation  in  the  appli- 
cation that  they  were  intended  for  the  China  sea,  &c.,  was  true.  But  Mr. 
Drouyn  de  THuys  said  that  he,  the  minister  of  marine,  entirely  agreed  with  him, 
that  no  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  France  should  be  permitted,  and  he  (Mr. 
Drouyn  de  THuys)  said  I  might  be  assured  that  it  would  not  be.  1  told  him  that 
in  a  matter  of  so  much  importance,  I  did  not  like  that  it  should  rest  upon  my 
report  or  recollection  of  a  conversation  merely,  and  that  it  would  be  agreeable 
to  me  if  he  ^ould  put  his  answer,  in  reference  to  these  vessels,  in  writing.  I 
begged  him,  in  such  writing,  to  state  to  me  not  general  principles  only,  but  to 
apply  them  to  the  particular  case,  and  let  me  know  what  the  government  would 
do  in  respect  to  those  vessels  now  being  built  at  Bordeaux  and  Nantes.  He  said 
he  would  do  so,  cheerfully,  and  communicate  it  to  me  at  an  early  day. 

They  are  hurrying  on  the  construction  of  these  vessels  as  fast  as  possible, 
but  there  is  no  chance  of  their  completion  in  less  than  two  or  three  months.  I 
am  informed  that  three  millions  of  francs  have  already  been  paid,  and  assurances 
have  been  given  by  the  rebel  agents  that  if  increased  funds  will  expedite  their 
completion,  the  funds  shall  not  be  wanting. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

-    WM.  L.  DAYTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 
No.  361.]  Pabis,  October  9,  1863. 

Sir:  In  the  conference  with  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys  had  yesterday,  I  com- 

munjcated  the  general  views  expressed  by  you  in  despatches  Nos.  395  and  400. 

#  #•  ••  #•  m  in         m  t         m 

I  brought  out  your  views,  however,  in  the  course  of  a  general  conversation 
about  Mexican  affairs.  I  asked  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys  what  character  of  test 
was  to  be  adopted,  with,a  view  to  learn  the  wishes  of  that  country  (Mexico)  as  to 
its  form  of  government.  He  j^aid  that  the  vote  of  the  entire  country,  and  of  all 
its  departments,  whether  the  French  were  or  were  not  in  their  possession,  would 
be  taken,  and  if  upon  its  registries  it  should  appear  that  a  large  majority  of  the 
whole  population  (Spanish  and  Indian)  were  favorable  to  a  monarchical  form  of 
government,  he  supposed  that  would  be  suflScient.  He  thought  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  in  applying  this  test,  and  showing  a  large  numerical  majority  in 
favor  of  the  Archduke,  and  that  form  of  government. 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  I'Huys  went  on  to  say,  that  the  dangers  of  the  government 
of  the  Archduke  would  come  principally  from  the  United  States,  and  the  sooner 
we  showed  ourselves  satisfied,  and  manifested  a  willingness  to  enter  into  peace- 
^^^.^-ftd  relations  with  that  government,  the  sooner  would  France  be  ready  to  leave 
Mexico  and  the  new  government  to  take  care  of  itself,  which  France  would,  in 
any  event,  do  as  soon  as  it  with  propriety  could ;  but  that  it  woidd  not  lead  or 
tempt  the  Archduke  into  difficulty,  and  then  desert  him  before  his  government 
was  settled.  He  added,  that  France  could  not  do  that.  He  said,  that  the  early 
acknowledgment  of  that  government  by  the  United  States  would  tend  to  shorten, 
or  perhaps,  he  said,  to  end  all  the  troublesome  complications  of  France  in  that 
country  ;  that  they  would  thereupon  quit  Mexico. 

I  told  him  that,  without  having  any  authority  from  my  government  to  say  so, 
I  should  scarcely  suppose  that  France,  under  the  circumstances,  would  expect 
the  United  States  to  make  haste  to  acknowledge  a  new  monarchy  in  Mexico, 
but  I  would  report  his  views  to  the  government  at  home ;  not  suggesting,  how- 
ever, that  any  answer  would  be  given.  In  the  course  of  conversation,  he  took 
occasion  again  to  repeat,  voluntarily,  their  disclaimer  of  any  purpose  to  interfere 
with  Texas,  or  to  make  or  seek  any  permanent  interest  or  control  in  Mexico. 
He  said  that  our  situation,  as  a  next  neighbor,  entitled  us  to  &.  influence  there 
paramount  to  that  of  distant  European  countries,  and  that  France,  at  her  great 
distance  from  the  scene,  would  not  be  guilty  of  the  folly  of  desiring  or  attempt- 
ing to  interfere  with  us.  He  spoke  highly  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Corwin,  our 
minister  in  Mexico,  who  was  reported  to  him  as  not  having  intrigued  or  inter- 
fered in  these  matters,  but  that  he  had  always  acted  loyally  and  in  good  faith. 
Before  leaving  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys  (assuming  the  purposes  of  the  Emperor 
to  bo  as  he  represented  them,)  I  asked  him  why  he  permitted  so  many  false 
reports,  as  to  his  policy,  to  be  circulated  both  in  Europe  and  America.  I  told 
him  that  it  seemed  to  me  the  interests  of  both  countries  demanded  that  they 
should  cease,  and  that  a  frank  avowal  in  the  Moniteur  would  end  them.  He 
said  there  were  objections  to  using  the  Moniteur  for  such  purposes,  but  that 
there  wore  his  despatches,  which  might  be  published.  I  told  him  that  the  world 
waa  given  to  looking  at  despatches  as  savoring  too  much  of  diplomacy.  He 
then  said  that  the  Emperor,  at  the  opening  of  the  "  corps  leffislatif,*'  would 
have  a  proper  opportunity,  and  he  did  not  doubt  that  he  would  uen  declare  his 
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policy  in  Mexico,  in  conformity  with   the  declarations  heretofore  constantly 
made  to  as. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  serrant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 


No.  411.J  Pbpartment  of  State, 

Washington  Octoher  9,  1863. 

Sib  :  Your  despatch  of  September  24,  No.  350,  haa  been  received,  together 
with  the  copy  of  a  note  which  you  addressed  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys,  on  the 
22d  of  the  same  month,  on  the  subject  of  armaments  and  vessels  which  are  being 
prepared  in  certain  ports  of  France.  That  note  is,  in  its  letter  and  spirit,  fully 
approved.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  inform  you  that  the  President  awaits  with 
much  solicitude  the  decision  of  his  Imperial  Majesty's  government  upon  the 
application  you  have  made,  and  that  he  cannot  but  regard  an  adverse  decision 
as  pregnant  with  very  serious  consequences. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  i^c. 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Mr.  Dayton. 


No.  412. J  Department  op  State, 

Washington]  October  10,  1863. 
Sir:  Your  despatch  of  the  25th  of  last  month.  No.  352,  describing  your 
proceedings  in  relation  to  Mr.  Partridge's  course  respecting  French  interests  at 
Salvador,  has  been  received  and  is  approved. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.t  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 


No.  413.|  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Octoher  10,  1863. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  24th  ultimo,  (No.  351.)  relative  to  the  Southerner, 
has  been  received,  and  a  copy  thereof  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Wm.  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Spc.,  ifc. 
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Mr,  Dayton  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  363.]  Paris,  October  16,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  further  confirmation  of  the  fact  charged  against  Mr.  Annan,  naval 
constructor  at  Bordeaux,  that  he  is  extensively  engaged  in  building  war-vessels 
for  the  rebels  of  the  south,  I  yesterday  left  with  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys  what 
purports  to  be  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Annan  to  "  Monsieur  Maury,  Oontre- 
Amiral  des  Etats  Oonfed^res  d'Am^rique,"  (Rear- Admiral  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,)  dated  12th  June  last,  a  translation  of  which  I  herewith 
enclose  to  you. 

The  evidence  against  Arman  was  complete  without  this  letter ;  but  it  seems 
to  me  that  this  precludes  him  from  any  pretence  to  be  made  to  his  own  govern- 
ment, that  when  he  applied  for  authority  to  arm  these  vessels,  he  was  ignorant 
of  the  purposes  to  which  they  were  to  be  applied,  or  that  the  agents  for  their 
construction  having  represented  them  to  be  for  use  in  the  China  seas,  he  sup- 
posed such  representations  true.  He  here  offers  to  Captain  Maury,  of  the  con- 
federate navy,  to  construct,  within  a  very  short  time,  six  iron- clad  ships,  with 
double  turrets,  of  the  force  and  character  therein  described,  and  at  the  prices 
therein  stated.  We  had  already  produced  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  PHuvs  the  copy 
of  an  agreement,  dated  subsequent  to  this  offer,  (to  wit,  16th  July,)  between 
Captain  Bullock  and  Arman,  for  building  two  vessels,  in  addition  to  the  four 
contracted  for  by  the  agreement  of  the  15th  of  the  preceding  April.  We  thus 
have  the  clearest  possible  evidence  that  Arman,  and  those  employed  by  him,  are 
building  at  least  six  vessels-of-war ;  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  contracts  may 
exist  for  others. 

It  is  due  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  PHuys  to  say  that  he  has  not  questioned  the  en- 
tire sufficiencv  of  the  evidence.     In  another  despatch  I  enclose  to  you  a  written 
answer  from  him,  as  well  as  one  from  the  minister  of  marine. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  DAYTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Moruimr  Arman  to  Oiqftttin  Maury. 

[TranslaUoD.] 

BoBDBAUx,  June  12,  1863. 

MoNSLKUB  l'Amibal  :  I  couie  to  submit  to  you  the  definitive  plan  of  a  gunboat  battery, 
made  oat  upon  the  programme  which  Monsieur  the  capttdn  of  the  frigate  Jamsen  has 
made  known  to  me,  aad  upon  which  I  have  already  furnished  to  him  some  summary 
informatioQ. 

To  attain  the  end  which  you  have  proposed  to  yourself,  to  carry  upon  the  deck  two  iron- 
clad turrets,  {Uokaua  blindSs,)  enclosing,  each,  two  cannon  of  heavy  calibre,  I  have  been 
obliged  to  cause  the  primitive  plan  to  undergo  several  important  modifications  I  havo 
been  obliged  to  carry  the  displacement  from  1,280  tons  to  1,358  tons,  and,  besides,  to  cal- 
culate that,  upon  a  normal  supply  of  180  tons  of  coal,  which  shall  be  completed  at  depart- 
ure by  30  tons,  producing  an  overcharge  of  7  centimetres,  in  fine,  the  weight  of  the  plating, 
{blindage,)  calculated  firstly  at  320  tons,  is  raised  to  389  tons. 

These  changes  produce  the  distribution  of  weight  as  follows : 

WeightofhuU j 510.000  ft. 

Engine .^ 154.000 

Plating  mattress  and  screw 389.000 

combustibles 180.000 

Cannon  and  accessories 50.000 

Rigging  and  crew  furniture  and  spare  stores • 75.000 

Total 1,358.000 
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Upon  these  new  conditionB  the  price  of  the  vessel  would  be  raised,  not  including  the 
artillery  and  its  accessories,  to  one  million  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  francs,  and 
the  time  necessary  to  the  construction  would  be  eight  months,  on  account  of  the  execution 
and  4^6  more  difficult  putting  in  place  of  the  plating. 

The  vessel  which  I  propose  to  you  is,  in  fine,  a  complete  ship,  and  I  engage  myself  in 
the  delay  of  one  month,  after  the  signing  of  the  agreement,  to  furnish  you  the  proof  of  the 
authorization  of  exit  of  the  armament  which  you  shall  have  to  put  upon  the  ship. 

In  fine,  I  repeat  to  you,  admiral,  the  proposition  which  I  have  made  to  Mr.  Jansen,  to 
construct  upon  the  same  type,  in  a  very  short  delay,  six  vessels  of  the  same  kind. 

I  will  have  the  honor  to  present  myself  Tuesday  morning  at  your  house,  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  I  cause  to  be  transmitted  to  you  herewith  the  plans  of  the  vessel,  and  a  project 
of  the  contract,  in  order  that  you  may  have  had  time  to  examine  them. 

Be  pleased  to  accept,  admiral,  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

ABMAN. 

Captain  Maury, 

Rear-Admiral  of  the  Ooi^federatt  StaUa  of  America, 

Cankon  Boat  Battibt  of  220. 

DHaih  of  iht  woighi  of  the  cutrau,  mattress,  and  tcrew^  diatrHntUd  over  the  kuU,  the  forward  twrei, 

andthebaek  turret. 

Hull 293.270*. 

Forward  turret 49.828 

Back  turret .' 47  104 

Total 889  702 


Distr&mUon  <f  the  weight. 

Weight  of  hull 610  000*. 

Do.     engine  and  boilers,  water  included.. 164.000 

Do.     plating  of  hull,  turrets,  &c 389.000 

Do.     combustibles 180  000 

Do.     cannon  and  accessories 50.000 

.    Do.     armament,  crew,  provisions,  &c 75  000 

General  total 1,358.000 

Displacement  of  keel 1,368.426  tons. 

ABMAN. 


Mr,  Dayton  to  Mr,  Seward. 


No.  364.]  Paris,  October  16,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  deepatches  from  386  to  408,  bott  inclusive,  (excepting  only  399 
and  404,)  have  been  duly  received,  and  their  contents  noted.  The  two  de- 
spatches which  seem  to  be  missing  maj  yet  come  to  hand,  or  there  maj  be  some 
error  in  numbering.  I  would,  however,  if  rightly  numbered,  be  glad  to  receive 
duplicates  of  them. 

Herewith  I  enclose  to  you  a  translation  of  the  answers  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de 
THuys  and  Compte  Chasseloup  Laubat,  minister  of  marine,  to  my  applicatiou 
in  respect  to  the  vessels-of-war  now  being  constructed  at  Bordeaux  and  Nantes. 
I  told  Mr.  Drouyn  de  I'Huys  that  these  papers  were  not  so  explicit  and  full  ae 
I  desired  them;  that  I  thought  it  but  due  to  the  United  States,  as  a  friendly 
^vemment,  that  the  authorization  for  arming  these  vessels,  obtained  through  a 
fraudulent  representation  practiced  upon  the  authorities  of  France,  should  be 
promptly  withdrawn.  He  said  he  considered  the  letter  from  the  minister  of 
marine  as  equivalent  to  a  promise  to  do  so;  that  that  minister  in  his  letter  had 
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concurred  with  him  (Mr.  Drouyn  de  PHuys)  in  the  assurance  that  the  strict 
neutrality  would  be  maintained ;  and  as  the  construction  and  armament  of  these 
ships  for  the  purposes  indicated  was  a  clear  violation  of  this  neutrality,  his 
letter  was  a  promise,  &c.  I  told  him  that  their  intended  action  on  this  question 
was  too  important  to  be  left  to  inference,  and  I  begged,  therefore,  an  explicit 
answer  as  to  what  would  be  done  in  reference  to  this  authorization  and  these 
vessels.  He  seemed  to  consider  the  letter  in  question  a  full  answer,  but  said 
he  would  make  a  note  of  my  request  for  a  more  explicit  reply,  and  communi- 
cate it  to  the  minister  of  marine. 

You  will  observe  that  neither  of  these  papers  speak  of  the  shells  and  projec- 
tiles, &c.,  except  as  connected  with  the  armament  of  these  vessels.     I  shall,  of 
course,  advise  you  promptly  of  whatever  may  be  done  in  the  premises. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAY'fON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  ^.,  Sfc,,  ifc. 


Mr,  de  VHuya  to  Mr.  Dayton, 

[Translation.] 

Paris,  Ocf4)her  15,  1863. 

Sir:  You  have  done  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me,  to  call  my  attention  to 
agreements  entered  into  (marches  passes)  in  France,  according  to  information 
which  you  have  communicated  to  me,  for  the  construction  and  delivery  to  the 
seceded  States  of  several  vessels  armed  for  war.  You  have  expressed  the  de- 
sire that  the  official  authorization  accorded  for  the  armament  of  these  vessels 
might  be  withdrawn,  and  that  the  government  of  the  Emperor  might  take  meas- 
ures, which  it  should  judge  proper,  to  prevent  the  completion  and  delivery  of 
the  vessels  themselves.  I  hastened  to  speak  of  this  matter  to  my  colleague  of 
the  department  of  the  marine,  recommending  it  very  particularly  to  his  exami- 
nation. I  do  not  believe  that  I  can  do  better  than  to  transmit  to  you,  <8ir,  a 
copy  of  the  answer  which  ho  has  just  addressed  to  me.  The^  only  information 
which  the  department  of  the  marine  had  directly  received  concerning  the  opera- 
tions in  question  attributed  to  them,  as  you  will  see,  is  of  such  a  character  that, 
up  to  the  present  moment,  there  was  no  motive  for  hindering  them.  It  is  only, 
then,  by  the  explanations  which  he  is  going  to  call  forth,  by  the  aid  of  the 
papers  which  you  have  brought  to  my  knowledge,  that  M.  le  Comte  do  Chasse- 
loup  Laubat  shall  be  able  to  judge  of  the  meai*ures  to  be  taken  conformably  to 
our  declaration  of  neutrality. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  sir,  your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

DROUYN  DE  L'HUYS. 

Mr.  Dayton, 

Minister  of  the  United  States  at  Paris, 


M.  the  Mmider  of  the  Marine  'o  M,  U  Minuttr  of  Foreigfi  Affairs. 

[Translation.] 

Paris,  Octo6fr  12,  1863. 

MoNBisua  LB  MiKisTCR  AMD  Dbab  Collbaouk:  You  have  doni'  me  the  hoQor  to  commanicate 
to  me  the  25th  of  September  last  the  copy,  witli  its  annexes,  of  a  letter  from  M.  the  minister 
of  the  Uoiteid  States  at  Paris,  relative  to  bargains  entered  into  by  Messrs.  Arman  h  Yomi 
for  the  coDstructioQ  and  delivery  to  the  confederate  government  of  several  vessels  armed 
for  war. 
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In  pointiDg  out  to  n  y  attention  the  gravity  of  this  matter,  which  yon  reoommend  in  a 
manner  altogether  npecial  to  my  examination,  yon  express  the  regret  that  my  department 
bad  not  thought  proper  to  come  to  an  understanding  with  that  of  the  foreign^  afEairs  before 
answering  the  requests  of  Mr.  Arman,  who  had  obtained  from  the  marine  the  anthoriza- 
Hon  to  provide  his  vessels  with  twelve  cannon  of  30 

As  to  that  which  concerns  the  authorization  solicited  by  Mr.  Arman,  and  which  waa 
necef«sary  to  him  by  the  terms  of  the  ordinance  of  the  12th  July,  1847,  I  did  not  believe 
I  ought  to  refuse  it  in  consequence  of  the  declaration  of  the  constructor,  who  gave  me  the 
assurance,  as,  moreover,  his  correspondence  with  my  department  proves,  that  the  vessels 
in  construction  in  his  worlL  yards  were  destined  to  do  service  in  the  China  seas  and  the 
Pacific — between  China,  Japan,  and  San  Francisco.  I  could  not.  upon  such  a  declaration, 
and  knowing,  besides,  that  the  vessels  of  cjmmerce  which  navigate  the  parts  in  question 
ought  always  to  be  furnished  with  certain  armament,  in  view  of  the  numerous  piratea 
which  infest  them,  I  could  not,  I  say,  answer  negatively  to  the  request  of  Mr.  Arman,  nor 
refuse  Mr.  Voruz  the  faculty  of  manufacturing  t|;ie  cannon  destined  to  form  this  armament. 
This  last  authorization  was  the  consequence  of  that  given  to  the  constructor  to  provide  his 
vessels  with  artillery. 

In  granting  to  Mr.  Voruz  the  permission  to  procure  at  Ktniil  the  elucidations  necessary 
to  the  manufacture  of  his  cannon,  I  followed  that  which  has  altoayt  been  done  by  my  department 
in  analogous  circumstances,  commerce  only  exceptionally  giving  itself  to  a  manufacture 
which,  in  France,  is  almost  never  executed  but  by  the  state. 

As  to  the  regrets  expressed  by  your  excellency  that  the  department  of  foreign  affairs 
has  not  previously  been  consulted,  I  will  cause  you  to  remark  that  it  was  a  question  of 
arms  to  be  caused  to  be  manufactured  by  private  industry,  and  not  of  material  of  war  ap- 
pertaining to  the  state,  and  delivered  by  the  magazines  of  the  state.  This  difference  will 
not  escape  your  excellency,  and  I  would  not  have  failed  to  come  to  an  understanding  with 
you  if  there  had  been  asked  of  my  department  arms  of  the  marine. 

Upon  the  whole,  my  department  bus  only  conformed  in  this  circumstance  to  its  pre- 
cedents It  c^uld  only  trust  to  the  declaration  of  Messi's.  Arman  &  Voruz,  and  it  could 
not  be  respouhiblo  for  the  unlawful  operations  which  might  be  undertiken  I  am  goinif, 
however,  to  call  foith  from  Messrs.  Arman  &  Voruz  explanations  upon  the  fiftcts  of  which 
you  have  spoken  to  me,  and  you  may  rest  assured,  M  and  dear  colleague,  that  the  depart-' 
ment  of  the  marine  will  continue,  a^  it  has  done  up  to  the  present  day,  to  do  everything 
which  shall  be  necessary  according  to  the  wiph  of  the  Emperor,  and  conformably  to  the 
declaration  of  his  government,  in  order  that  the  luont  strict  neutrality  be  observed  in  thai 
which  concerns  the  war  which  desolates  America  at  ttiis  moment.  &c. 

CHASSELOUP  LAUBAT. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Dayton, 


No.  415.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  20,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  6th  instant, 
(No.  357,)  relative  to  the  movements  of  the  steamer  Southerner,  which  will  be 
submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton, 


No.  416.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  21,  1863. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Bigelow,  the  United  States  consul  at  Paris,  has  transmitted  to  the 
department,  with  a  despatch  of  the  29th  ultimo,  further  important  papers  relative 
to  the  iron-clads  in  the  course  of  construction  in  France  for  the  insurgents.  It 
is  presumed  that  he  has  also  communicated  the  papers  to  you,  and  that  you  have 
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made  such  further  representations  upon  the  subject  to  Mr.  Drouyn  dc  PHuys  as 
may  have  been  required.     ^ 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  ^•.,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Dayton  to  Mr.  Setoard, 


^o.  365.]  Paris,  October  21,  1863. 

Sir  :  On  the  19th  instant  I  received  a  note  from  Mr.  Drouyn  de  PHuys  re- 
questing to  see  me  on  the  next  day  (yesterday)  in  reference  to  certain  matters 
of  business.  I,  of  course,  attended  at  the  foreign  office  at  the  time  named.  He 
then  informed  me  that  it  had  been  reported  to  him  that  the  United  States  steam- 
ship Kearsai^,  Captain  Wiuslow,  now  in  the  port  of  Bnst,  kc^pt  her  steam 
constantly  up  with  the  \'iew,  as  supposed,  of  instantly  following  and  catching, 
if  possible,  the  Florida  upon  her  leaving  that  port ;  and  that  France,  having  re- 
solved to  treat  this  vessel  as  a  regularly  commissioned  ship-of-war,  could  not 
and  would  not  permit  this  to  be  done.  He  said  that  the  rule  which  requires 
that  the  vessel  first  leaving  shall  havc»  twenty-four  hours  the  start  must  be  ap- 
plied. To  avoid  the  difficulty  which  he  said  must  inevitably  follow  a  disregard 
of  this  rule  by  Captain  Winslow,  he  requested  me  to  communicate  to  him  the 
determination  of  this  government,  and  apprize  him  of  the  necessity  of  complying 
with  the  rule.  Inasmuch  as  nothing  was  to  be  gained  by  inviting  the  applica- 
tion of  force,  and  increased  difficulties  might  follow  that  course,  I  have  commu- 
nicated to  Captain  Wiuslow  the  letter  of  which  I  herewith  send  you  a  copy. 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  I'Huys  furthermore  informed  me  that  this  government,  after 
much  conference,  (and,  I  think,  some  hesitation,)  had  concluded  not  to  issue 
an  order  prohibiting  an  accession  to  the  crew  of  the  I'loiida  while  in  port,  in- 
asmuch as  such  acc(?88ion  was  necessary  to  her  navigation.  They  had  made 
inquiries,  it  would  seem,  and  said  they  had  ascertained  that  the  seventy  or 
seventy-five  men  discharged  after  she  came  into  Brest  wen;  discharged  because 
the  period  for  which  they  had  shipped  had  expired.  He  said,  furthermore,  that 
it  was  reported  to  him  that  the  Kearsarge  had  likewise  applied  for  some  sailors 
and  a  pilot  in  that  port,  as  well  as  for  coal  and  leave  to  make  repairs,  all  of 
which  had  been,  and  would  be,  if  more  were  needed,  choerfully  granted. 

I  told  him  I  was  quite  confident  the  Kearsarge  had  made  no  attempt  to  ship 
a  crew  tber(%  and  that  as  respects  a  pilot,  that  stood  on  ground  peculiar  to  itself, 
and  had  no  reference  to  the  general  principle. 

Tlie  determination  which  lias  been  reached  by  the  French  authorities  to  allow 
the  shipment  of  a  crew,  or  so  large  a  portion  of  one,  on  board  of  the  Florida 
while  lying  in  their  port,  is,  I  think,  wrong,  even  supposing  the  vessel  a  regu- 
larly commissioned  ship  of-war.  I  told  Mr.  Dronyn  de  I'Huys  that,  looking  at 
it  as  a  mere  lawyer  and  clear  of  prejudices,  which  my  official  position  might 
create,  I  thought  this  determination  an  error.  He  said,  however,  that  in  the 
conference  they  had  reached  that  conclusion  unanimously,  although  a  majority 
of  the  ministry  considering  the  question  were  lawyers.  It  may  happen,  how- 
ever, that  the  decision  will  have  no  practical  effect,  as  my  last  information  from 
England  makes  it  doubtful  if  the  rebel  agents  there  can  get  the  men. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Sfc.,  i(c.,  ifc. 
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Paris,  October  21,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  French  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys,  infoiins 
me  that  it  is  reported  to  him  that  you  keep  steam  constantly  on  your  vessel  in 
the  port  of  Brest  with  the  view,  as  supposed,  to  instantly  follow  the  Florida  out 
of  the  roadstead,  if  she  leaves  before  you,  and  seize  her  if  possible.  He  informs 
me,  furthermore,  that,  the  French  goremment  having  resolved  to  treat  the  Florida 
as  a  regular  ship-of-war,  this  proceeding  on  your  part  cannot  be  peimitted ;  that 
the  rale  which,  under  such  circumstances,  gives  twenty-four  hours  start  to  the 
vessel  first  leaving  port  will  be  applied.  He  has  requested  me,  with  a  view  to 
avoid  an  unpleasant  difficulty,  to  apprize  you  of  this  determination  of  the  French 
government,  and  to  request  you  to  comply  with  the  above  rule.  As  nothing  ip 
to  be  gained  by  compelling  this  government  to  exercise  force  in  applying  this 
rule,  you  will,  I  trust,  submit  as  a  matter  of  necessity  to  the  requirements. 

I  am  further  informed  that  this  government  does  not  consider  itself  bound  to 
prohibit  an  accession  to  the  crew  of  the  Florida  while  lying  in  the  port  of  Brest, 
provided  such  accession  does  not  increase  the  number  beyond  that  which  they 
brought  into  port. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 

Captain  Winslow, 

United  States  Steamship  Kearsarge, 


Mr,  Dayton  to  Mr,  Seivard, 


No.  366.]  Paris,  October  21,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  conversation  with  Mr.  Drouyn  de  PHuys,  on  yesterday,  he  informed 
me  that  you  had  revoked  an  order  recently  given  to  allow  the  exportation  from 
Virginia  of  some  tobacco  belonging  to  the  French  government ;  that  this  revo- 
cation had  beeji  made  because,  if  the  concession  were  made  to  France,  England, 
perhaps,  w^ould,  as  you  supposed,  apply  for  the  like  favors,  which  might  em- 
barrass you.  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys  said  they  had  gone  to  the  trouble  of  getting 
the  assent  of  the  British  government  to  this  act,  and  the  promise  on  its  part 
never  to  set  up  the  concession  as  a  precedent,  and  they  hoped  you  would  yet, 
as  a  favor,  permit  the  export,  though  it  was  one  of  those  mattei's  which  you 
would  grant  or  withhold  at  your  pleasure.  But  he  wished  me  to  let  you  know 
that  they  attached  to  the  concession  a  certain  importance ;  that  tobacco  being  a 
government  monopoly  in  France,  it  was  necessary  to  their  finances  that  the 
supply  from  our  country  be  kept  up.  He  hoped  you  woidd  yet  permit  the 
tobacco  to  come  out.  I  asked  him  if  it  had  been  bought  before  the  war,  or  if  it 
had  already  been  paid  for,  which  circumstances,  I  thought,  might  influence  your 
action  on  the  question,  but  he  professed  himself  to  be  ignorant  on  both  these 
points.  1  shall  be  happy  if  you  can,  without  sacrifice,  grant  this  favor. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  ser>'ant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stalc^  ^.,  ^.,  i^, 

■\ 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  I  have  been  again  spoken  to  by  one  of  the  sub- 
ordinate officials  of  this  government  in  reference  to  the  tobacco  question.  He 
•peaks^of  the  importance  attached  to  this  matter,  especially  by  tne  minister  of 
finance,  and  says  that  this  tobacco  was  bought  before  the  war,  and  has  been 
already  paid  for  by  government. 

K  this  be  so,  it  would  seem  to  me  there  could  be  little  objection  under  the 
ciicumBtances  to  permitting  its  export.  ^  j  D. 
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Mr,  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 
No.  367. 1  Paris,  October  22,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  despatches  Nos.  409  and  410  Lave  bei'ii  duly  received.  No.  40^ 
refers  more  especially  to  the  evidence  received  at  your  department  in  reference 
to  the  war  steamers  now  being  built  at  Bordeaux  and  Nantes  for  the  rebels  of 
the  south,  and  you  express  the  hope  that  I  will  "  lose  no  time  unnecessarily  in 
bringing  the  transaction  to  the  notice  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys,  and  asking  for 
the  effectual  interposition  of  the  govei'nment  to  prevent  the  departure  of  the 
hostile  expedition."  My  despatches,  especially  that  dated  September  22,  last^ 
and  received  by  you  doubtless  after  the  writing  of  your  despatch  above  referred 
to,  will  satisfy  you  that  no  time  whatever  has  been  lost ;  my  application  to  Mr. 
Drouyn  de  PHuys  was  immediate,  before  even  copies  of  the  papers  were  ready 
for  him.  And  I  am  bound  to  say  that  his  general  answer,  that  they  would 
maintain  their  neutrality,  was  equally  prompt.  I  have  already  informed  you 
that  I  told  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys  this  question  was  of  so  much  importance  that 
I  was  not  content  it  should  rest  merely  on  my  memory  and  report  of  conversa- 
tions between  us ;  that  I  had  requested  him  to  put  his  answer  in  writing,  and  to 
j^ply  it  not  to  general  principles  merely,  but  to  the  specific  case — to  the  ques- 
tion of  what  would  be  done  in  respect  to  these  vessels.  He  as  constantly  held 
to  me  the  same  language,  to  wit,  that  the  building  and  arming  of  these  vessels 
was  a  breach  of  neutrality  which  the  government  of  France  would  not  tolerate. 
In  our  last  conversation  (Tuesday,  the  20th  instant,)  he  said  that  he  and  the 
minister  of  marine  had  agreed  upon  their  course  of  action  as  to  this  matter ; 
that  the  minister  of  marine  would  withdraw,  (and  I  think  he  said  he  had  already 
withdrawn,)  as  I  had  requested,  the  authorization  to  arm  these  vessels,  and  that 
he  (Mr.  Drouyn  de  PHifjrs)  had  already  made  the  minute  or  rou^h  draft  of  a  note 
to  the  proper  department,  which  would  be  completed  and  sent  the  next  day,  re- 
quiring that  his  fthe  foreign)  department  should  be  properly  notified  and  advised 
with  before  any  of  these  vessels  should  be  permitted  to  leave  port.  He  said 
that  these  vessels  could  not,  and  would  not,  be  permitted  to  leave  port  without 
the  usual  papers  properly  authenticated.  He  has  promised  me  copies  of  the 
order  of  the  minister  of  marine,  withdrawing  the  authonzation,  and  of  his  own 
note,  in  time  for  the  mail  of  to-day.  If  they  shall  be  received  in  season,  they 
will  be  hereunto  attached. 

He  informs  me  that  Mr.  Annan,  member  of  the  corps  legislatif,  and  Mr. 
Voruz,  either  a  present  or  ex-member  of  that  body,  the  parties  contracting  for 
these  vessels  and  the  armament,  deny  all  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  any  such 
papers  as  we  have  submitted  to  the  government,  and  yet  continue  to  say  that 
these  vessels  are  for  the  China  seas,  and  ultimate  sale,  if  possible,  to  the  govern- 
ment of  China  or  Japan.  They  profess,  I  understand,  to  be  quite  indignant 
at  the  charges  against  them.  I  have  myself  no  doubt  of  the  genuineness  of  the 
papers ;  and  Mr.  Bigelow  has  been  advising  (with  my  assent)  with  Mr.  Berryer, 
(the  distinguished  lawyer,  and  now  an  opposition  member  of  the  corps  legis- 
latif,) as  to  the  propriety  of  prosecuting  these  parties  in  a  French  court  of  law, 
with  n  view  to  making  an  example  of  them,  and  in  the  hope  of  deterring  others 
from  like  offences.  The  building  and  arming  of  these  vessels  for  the  rebels  is, 
I  think,  a  clear  violation  of  certain  penal  enactments,  but  whether  we  can  pros- 
ecute successfully  or  not  I  do  not  know.  It  has  to  be  done  through  the  inter- 
vention of  the  French  procureur  general.  What  would  you  advise  in  reference 
to  this  matter  ? 

*  #  #  ♦.*  :tc  #  « 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^r.,  ^.  .gtizedbyGoOglc 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Dayton, 

No.  417.]  Department  op  State. 

Washington,  October  23,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  despatch  of  the 
9th  instant,  (No.  361,)  which  brings  me  the  views  expressed  by  Mr.  Drouyn  do 
THuys  concerning  tho  situation  in  Mexico.  Various  considerations  have  induced 
the  President  to  avoid  taking  any  part  in  the  speculative  debates  bearing  on 
that  situation  which  have  been  carried  on  in  the  capittils  of  Europe  as  well  as 
in  those  of  America.  A  determination  to  err  on  the  side  of  strict  neutrality,  if 
we  err  at  all,  in  a  war  which  is  carried  on  between  two  nations,  with  which  the 
United  States  are  maintaining  relations  of  amity  and  friendship,  w.'is  prominent 
among  the  considerations  to  which  I  have  thus  referred. 

The  United  States,  nevertheless,  when  invited  by  France  or  Mexico,  cannot 
omit  to  express  themselves  with  perfect  frankness  upon  new  incidents,  as  they 
occur,  in  the  progress  of  that  war.  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys  now  speaks  of  an 
election  which  he  expects  to  be  hchl  in  Mexico,  and  to  result  in  the  choice  of 
his  Imperial  Highness  the  Prince  Maximilian  of  Austria  to  be  Emperor  of  Mexico. 
We  learn  from  other  sources  that  the  prince  has  declared  his  willingness  to  ac: 
cept  an  imperial  throne  in  Mexico  on  three  conditions,  namely :  first,  that  he 
shall  be  called  to  it  by  the  universal  suffrage  of  the  Mexican  nation ;  secondly, 
that  he  shall  receive  indispensable  guarantees  for  the  integrity  and  independence 
of  the  proposed  empire;  and  thirdly,  that  the  head  of  his  family,  the  Emperor 
of  Austria,  shall  acquiesce. 

Referring  to  these  facts,  Mr.  Drouyn  deTHuys  intimates  that  an  early  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  proposed  empire  by  the  United  States  would  be  convenient 
to  France,  by  relieving  her,  sooner  than  might  be  possible  under  other  circum- 
stances, from  her  troublesome  complications  in  Mexico. 

Happily  the  French  government  has  not  been  left  uninformed  that,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  United  States,  the  permanent  establishment  of  a  foreign  and 
monarchical  government  in  Mexico  will  be  found  neither  easy  nor  desirable. 
Yon  will  inform  Mr.  Drouyn  do  Tlluys  that  this  opinion  remains  unchanged. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  United  States  cannot  anticipate  the  action  of  the  people 
of  Mexico,  nor  have  they  the  least  purpose  or  desire  to  interfere  with  their  pro- 
ceedings, or  control  or  interfere  with  their  free  choice,  or  disturb  them  in  the 
enjoyment  of  whatever  institutions  of  government  th<*y  may,  in  the  exercise  of 
an  absolute  freedom,  establish.  It  is  proper,  also,  that  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys 
should  be  informed  that  the  United  States  continue  to  regard  Mexico  as  the 
theatre  of  a  war  which  has  not  yet  ended  in  the  subversion  of  the  government 
long  existing  there,  with  which  the  United  States  remain  in  the  relation  of 
peace  and  sincere  friendship ;  and  that,  for  this  reason,  the  United  States  are 
not  now  at  liberty  to  consider  the  question  of  recognizing  a  government  which, 
in  the  further  chances  of  war,  may  come  into  its  place.  The  United  States,  con- 
sistently with  their  principles,  can  do  no  otherwise  than  leave  the  destinies  of 
Mexico  in  the  keeping  of  her  own  people,  and  recognize  their  sovereignty  and 
independence  in  whatever  form  they  themselves  shall  chooso  that  this  sovereignty 
and  independence  shall  be  manifested. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  Sge.,  Spc.,  S^c, 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton, 

No.  418.]  Dbpartmknt  op  State, 

Washington,  October  23,  1863. 
Sib  :  Recurring  to  yonr  despatch  of  October  9,  (No.  361,)  I  have  now  to  ap- 

fnt)ve  of  the  suggestions  you  made  in  the  conversation  with  Mr.  Drouyn  ae 
'Huys  therein  related.  While  this  government  cheerfully  confides  in  the 
assurances  given  by  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys  of  the  just  and  friendly  disposition 
of  the  Emperor  towards  the  United  States,  it  is  only  too  manifest  that  distrust 
is  taking  strong  hold  of  the  American  mind. 

I  hope  that  the  expected  declaration  of  his  Majesty  may  counteract  that 
painful  sentiment,  so  unfavorable  to  a  good  understanding  between  the  two 
countries. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Dayton  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  368.]  Paris,  October  23,  1863. 

SiB:  In  my  despatch  No.  367,  of  yesterday,  I  said  that  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys 
had  promised  to  me  copies  of  the  order  of  the  minister  of  marine  withdrawing 
the  authorization  for  the  armament  of  the  rebel  vessels  at  Nantes  and  Bordeaux , 
and  of  his  note  to  the  minister.  Instead  thereof,  I  have  this  morning  received 
a  communication  from  him  announcing  the  withdrawal  of  such  authorization  and 
the  serving  of  notice  upon  Mr.  Arman. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  and  translation  of  thit*  communication. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  ifc.,  ^.,  ifc. 

P.  S. — I  observe  that  Mr.  Drouyn  de  PHuys  in  his  note  says  that  I  have 
affirmed  the  authenticity  of  the  information  furnished  to  him.  I  believe  it  to  be 
authentic,  and  I  have  so  said,  though,  of  course,  I  have  no  personal  knowledge 
of  the  handwriting  of  the  parties  whose  letters  and  contracts  I  have  submitted 
to  him.  I  have  affirmed  their  authenticity  only  as  stated  in  my  preceding 
despatches. 

D. 


Mr.  Drouyn  de  VHuys  to  Mr,  Dayton. 
[TranBlation.] 

Paris,  October  22,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  announce  to  you,  as  a  sequence  to  my  letter  of  the 
15th  of  this  month,  that  M.  the  minister  of  marine  has  just  notified  Mr.  Voms 
of  the  withdrawal  of  the  authorization  which  he  had  obtained  for  the  armament 
of  four  vessels  in  course  of  construction  at  Nantes  and  Bordeaux.  Notice  has 
also  been  given  to  Mr.  Arman,  whose  attention  has  been  at  the  same  time  called 
to  the  responsibility  which  he  might  incur  by  acts  in  opposition  to  our  declara- 
tion of  the  18th  of  June,  1861.  These  measures  testify,  sir,  to  the  scrupulous 
care  which  the  government  of  the  Emperor  brings  to  the  observaDce  of  the 
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rules  of  a  strict  neutrality.  Tt  is  in  order  to  give  to  your  government  a  new 
proof  of  our  dispositions  in  this  respect,  that  we  have  not  hesitated  to  take  into 
consideration  the  information,  the  authenticity  of  which  you  have  affirmed  to 
me. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  sir,  your  veiy  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

DROUYN  DE  L'HDYS. 
Mr.  Dayton, 

Minister  of  the  United  States  at  Paris. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton, 

No.  420. J  Department  of  State, 

Washiv^ton,  October  24,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  2d  instants 
(No.  356,)  communicating  a  copy  of  a  note  of  the  Ist  instant,  addressed  by 
you  to  Mr.  Drouyn-  dc  THuys,  relative  to  the  proposed  manning  of  the  Floridia 
in  a  French  port  with  a  crew  brought  thither  from  a  British  port.  Your  course 
in  the  matter  is  approved. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  ^.,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton, 

No.  421.J  ♦  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  24,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  October  8  (No.  359)  has  been  received.  Your  pro- 
ceedings therein  related,  in  regard  to  the  favors  shown  to  the  pirate  Florida  and 
her  crew  at  Brest,  and  the  positions  assumed  on  that  subject  in  your  interview 
with  Drouyn  de  FHuys,  are  altogether  approved. 

In  connexion  with  this  subject,  I  submit  for  your  consideration  the  expediency 
of  recalling  the  attention  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  I'Huys  to  a  coirespondence  on  the 
subject  of  privateers  which  took  place  between  the  French  government  and  the 
government  of  the  United  States  at  the  beginning  of  the  Crimean  war.  A 
statement  of  this  correspondence  accompanies  this  despatch.  If  the  French 
government  take  the  ground  that  the  Florida  is  not  a  privateer,  but  a  public 
armed  vessel,  it  mav  be  pertinent  to  ask,  of  what  practical  value  to  an  exposed 
belligerent  is  the  distijiction  made  by  a  neutral  between  public  armed  vessels 
and  privateers,  if  the  other  belligerent  can,  at  its  pleasure,  create  privateers  into 
belligerents,  by  giving  them  commissions  instead  of  letters  of  marque ;  and  if, 
bearing  such  commissions,  thev  can,  to  all  practical  intents,  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness of  privateering  ?  It  would  be  difficult  to  see,  in  that  case,  what  the  ipter- 
ests  of  commerce  have  gained,  or  can  gain,  by  the  declaration  of  the  congress 
of  Paris  against  privateering. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  4^.,  ^ ,  ^. 
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Memorandum. 

Under  date  of  April  28,  1854,  Mr.  Sartiges,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.,  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  France,  addressed  a  communication  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  in 
which  he  stated  that  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French  and  her  Majesty 
the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  had  determined,  in  the  war  with  Russia,  not  t(y 
authorize  privateering  by  letters  of  marque,  and  that  the  government  of  his 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French  trusted  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  would,  by  way  of  just  reciprocity,  give  orders  that  no  privateers  under 
the  Russian  flag  should  be  allowed  to  be  fitted  out,  or  victualled,  or  admitted 
with  its  prizes  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  and  that  citizens  of  the  United 
States  would  vigorously  abstain  from  taking  part  in  equipments  of  that  kind, 
or  in  any  other  measure  contrary  to  the  duties  of  a  strict  neutrality. 

The  Secretary  of  State  replied  to  Mr.  Sartiges,  on  the  same  day,  that  he  was 
directed  by  the  President  to  state  that  the  government  of  the  United  States,, 
while  claiming  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  rights  as  a  neutral  power,  would 
observe  the  strictest  neutrality  towards  each  and  all  the  belligerents  ;  that  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  imposed  severe  restrictions,  not  only  upon  its  own 
citizens,  but  upon  all  persons  who  might  be  residents  in  this  country,  against 
equipping  privateers,  receiving  commissions,  or  enlisting  men  therein,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  a  pai*t  in  any  foreign  war ;  that  it  was  not  apprehended  that 
there  would  be  any  attempt  to  violate  these  laws ;  but  should  the  just  expecta-  . 
tions  of  the  President  be  disappointed,  he  would  not  fail  in  his  duty  to  use  the 
power  with  which  he  was  invested  to  enforce  obedience  to  them  ;  that  consid-^ 
erations  of  interest  and  the  obligations  of  duty  alike  give  assurance  that  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  would  in  no  way  compromit  the  neutrality  of  their 
country  by  participating  in  the  contest  in  which  the  principal  powers  of  Europe 
were  unhappily  engaged. 

A  simim  note  was  addressed  to  the  depai'tment  by  Mr.  Grampton,  the  Bristisb 
minister,  who  received  the  same  answer. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Dayton. 

No.  422.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  24,  1863. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  October  8  (No.  360)  has  been  received.     Your  pro- 
ceedings in  laying  Defore  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys  additional  documentary  evidence 
concerning  the  hostile  naval  preparations  at  Nantes  and  Bordeaux,  and  also  the 
representations  you  made  to  him  on  that  occasion,  are  approved. 

The  President  waits  with  solicitude  for  the  promised  determination  of  the 
question. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  4<^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Dayton  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  370.1  Paris,  October  27,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  despatches  Nos 
411,  412,  and  413. 

Despatch  No.  411  apprises  me  of  the  fact  that  the  President  awaits  with 
unusual  solicitude  the  answer  of  this  government  to  my  communication  made  to 
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the  miniBter  of  foreign  afiairs  on  the  22d  of  September  last,  in  reference  to  the 
vessels  now  being  prepared  in  certain  ports  of  France  for  the  rebels.  I  hare 
already  forwarded  to  you  that  answer  and  its  translation,  which,  I  trust,  will 
have  relieved  this  solicitude. 

Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  examine  your  files  and  see  whether  England  and 
France  did  not,  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  Crimean  war,  (1854,)  address  a 
joint  note  or  notes  of  like  character  to  the  United  States,  requesting  that  it 
would,  "  in  the  spirit  of  just  reciprocity,  give  orders  that  no  privateer  under 
Russian  colors  shall  be  equipped  or  victualled^  or  admitted  with  its  prizes  into 
the  ports  of  the  United  iStates  V*  Mr.  Cobden,  in  a  speech  in  Parliament,  so 
Btated,  yet  I  can  find  no  trace  of  this  nofe  on  my  files  or  in  the  published  doc- 
uments ;  nor  can  anything  like  it  be  found,  as  M.  Drouyn  de  I'Huys  informs  me, 
in  the  French  foreign  oifice.  If  such  communication  were  made,  I  desire  to 
bring  it  to  the  notice  of  this  government  in  connexion  with  its  treatment  of  the 
rebel  ship  Florida  in  the  port  of  Brest. 

If  the  pretence  that  this  vessel  is  a  regularly  commissioned  ship-of-war  is 
raised  as  a  justification,  the  decision  of  Paris  against  privateering  is  "  a  thing  of 
moonshine." 

It  matters  not,  for  practiciil  purposes,  whether  the  written  authority  a  vessel 
carries  is  called  a  **  commission  or  letter  of  marque" — they  are  pieces  of  paper 
epaanating  from  the  same  source,  differing  only  in  form. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  DAYTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  St  ate  ^  ifc,,  4^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Dayton. 


No.  425.]  Department  of  State, 

Wa^hington^  November  1,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  despatches  of  the  16th  instant,  (No.  363  and  No.  364,)  in  relation 
to  the  iron-clad  war  ships  in  course  of  construction  at  Nantes  and  Bordeaux, 
have  been  received,  with  the  translation  of  a  communication  of  the  15th  instant 
from.  M.  Drouyn  de  THuys  on  that  question. 

I  feel  conf^trained  to  express  my  disappointment  that  the  answer  which  has 
thus  been  made  to  your  remonstrances  on  this  grave  subject  was  not  more  direct 
and  conclusive.  If  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys  does  not  soon  recur  to  it  in  a  more 
satisfactory  manner,  you  will  be  expected  to  follow  it  up  and  to  obtain  an  earlv 
reply.  In  your  performance  of  this  duty,  previous  instructions  will  fumisii 
reasons  which  you  will,  in  your  discretion,  use  to  promote  the  desired  solution 
oi  the  matter. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Wm.  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  ^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[Extract  ] 
No.  372.]  •  Paris.  November  6,  1863. 

Sir  :  Herewith  I  enclose  to  you  the  copy  of  a  communication  made  this  day 
to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  I'Huys,  relative  to  the  action  of  the  French  government  in 
reference  to  the  rebel  steamers  Florida  and  G^rgia,  now  in  the  ports  of  Bros  t 
and  Cherbourg  for  repairs.  ^^giti^ed  by  GoOglc 
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Having  found  the  despatch  which  I  recently  requested  you  to  search  for  in 
your  office  at  Washington  printed  among  the  British  parliamentary  papers,  and 
in  Wheaton's  international   law,  I  thought  it  would  justify  a  few  comments. 

They  may  be  usefnl  for  future  reference. 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

^Secretary  of  State,  8fc. 


WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr,  iJrouyn  de  VHuys. 

Paris,  November  6,  1863. 
Monsieur  :  A  copy  of  the  communication  made  by  the  French  and  British 
governments  to  that  of  the  United  States  at  the  commencement  of  the  Crimean 
war  on  the  subject  of  neutral  rights  an  J  obligations,  and  for  which  the  clerks 
of  your  office  have,  T  understand,  searched  in  vain,  I  find  printed  in  the  British 
parliamentary  papers  of  1856,  among  those  entitled  '  Papers  relative  to  recniit- 
ing  in  the  United  States,"  (page  236.)  It  is  likewise  quoted  in  a  note  to  the 
sixth  edition  of  Wheaton's  Law  of  Nations,  printed  in  1856,  (page  435.)  A 
copy  of  that  communication,  for  tlie  satisfaction  of  your  excellency,  is  hereunto 
attached.  Mr.  Wheaton,  after  quoting  the  more  important  parts  of  this  de- 
spatch, adds  that  "the  Comte  de  Sartiges  addressed  the  Secretary  of  State  on 
the  28th  April,  J  854,  to  the  same  effect  on  the  part  of  the  French  government." 
Mr.  Marcy,  the  United  States  Secretary  of  State,  in  his  answer,  which  was  the 
same  to  both  governments,  on  the  day  of  the  date  of  the  last  note,  remarks 
that  "  the  laws  of  this  country  impose  severe  restrictions  not  only  upon  its  own 
citizens,  but  upon  all  persons  who  may  be  residents  within  any  of  the  territories 
of  the  United  States,  against  equipping  privateers,  receiving  commissions,  or 
enlisting  men  therein  for  the  purpose  of  taking  part  in  any  foreign  war;"  and 
he  might  have  added  that  the  same  statute  equally  prohibits  enlisting  men  for 
this  purpose,  whether  as  soldiers,  marines,  or  seamen,  on  board  of  any  ve^sel- 
qf'War,  letter  of  marque,  or  privateer.  I  do  not  stop  to  remind  your  excellency 
how  fiilly  the  United  States  met  the  wishes  of  France  and  England  during  the 
existence  of  the  Crimean  war,  although  its  conduct  was  such  that  I  believe  no 
complaint  was  made  by  either  party  which  was  not  subsequently  withdrawn  as 
groundless.  The  despatch  above  referred  to,  after  apprizing  us  that  the  gov- 
ernments of  England  and  France  had  resolved  not  to  issue  letters  of  marque 
during  that  war,  proceeds  to  express  the  hope  that  "  the  government  of  the 
United  States  will,  in  the  spirit  ofjiist  reciprocity^  give  orders  that  no  privateer 
under  Russian  colors  shall  be  equipped^  or  victualled,  or  admitted  with  its  prizes 
into  the  ports  of  the  United  States ;  and  also  that  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  shall  rigorously  abstain  from  taking  part  in  armaments  of  this  nature,  or 
in  any  other  measure  opposed  to  the  duties  of  a  strict  neutrality."  I  now  beg 
to  submit  to  your  excellency  whether  the  reception  of  the  Florida  in  the  port  of 
Brest,  the  repairs  permitted,  the  supplies  furnished,  and  the  permission  to  renew 
her  crew  to  the  extent  of  the  seventy-five  men,  whose  time  it  is  said  has  expired, 
are  not  violations  of  the  spirit  of  that  rule  of  action  commended  for  acceptance 
in  this  despatch  to  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

The  recent  arrival  at  OherboMrg  of  the  GTeorgia,  another  rebel  steamer  of  like 
character  as  the  Florida,  and  the  request  of  her  captain,  as  I  am  informed,  to 
be  admitted  into  one  of  your  dry  docks  to  clean  and  examine  her  bottom,, pre- 
sents this  question  anew,  and  in  a  yet  stronger  light.     It  is  no  longer  an  appli- 
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cation  of  necessity,  but  convenience.  I  do  not  forget  that  your  excellency  has 
informed  rae  that  France,  having  recognized  the  confederates  as  belligerents, 
mnst  treat  their  vessels  as  ships-of-war. 

It  is  true  the  Georgia,  like  the  Florida,  the  Alabama,  and  other  scourges  of 
peaceful  commerce,  was  bom  of  that  unhappy  decree  which  gave  the  rebels, 
who  did  not  own  a  ship-of-war  or  command  a  single  port,  the  right  of  an  ocean 
belligerent.  Thus  encouraged  by  foreign  powers,  they  began  to  build  and  fit 
out  in  neutral  ports  a  class  of  vessels  constructed  mainly  for  speed,  and  whose 
acknowledged  mission  is  not  to  tight,  but  to  rob,  to  burn,  and  to  fly.  Although 
the  smoke  of  burning  ships  has  everywhere  marked  the  track  of  the  Georgia 
and  Florida  upon  the  ocean,  they  have  never  soup:ht  a  foe,  or  fired  a  gun  against 
an  armed  enemy.  To  dignify  §uch  vessels  with  tlu;  name  of  ships-of-war  seems 
to  me,  with  deference,  a  misnomer.  Whatever  flag  may  float  from  their  mast- 
head, or  whatever  power  may  claim  to  own  them,  their  conduct  stamps  them  as 
piratical.  If  vessels-of-war  even,  they  would  by  this  conduct  have  justly  for- 
feited all  courtesies  in  the  ports  of  neutral  nations.  Manned  by  foreign  seamen, 
armed  by  foreign  guns,  entering  no  home  port,  and  waiting  no  judicial  con- 
demnation of  prizes,  they  have  already  devastated  and  destroyed  our  commerce 
to  an  e;ttent,  as  compared  with  their  number,  beyond  anything  known  in  the 
records  of  privateering. 

The  origin  and  history  of  the  Florida  are  familiar  to  yom*  excellency ;  that 
of  the  Georgia,  which  has  just  arrived,  may  be  less  known.  This  last-named 
ijBteamer  was  built  at  a  port  in  Scotland,  and  armed  by  British  guns  while 
anchored  near  the  French  coast,  in  French  water?.  The  crew  was  first  shipped 
for  this  vessel  under  the  name  of  the  Japan,  bound  for  Singapore,  Hong  Kong, 
or  other  ports  in  the  China  seas.  She  sailed  from  Greenock,  Scotland,  under 
British  colors,  for  the  French  port  of  Ushant,  where  she  was  joined  by  the  Alar, 
another  small  British  steamer.  To  these  vessels,  your  excellency  will  recollect, 
I  called  your  attention  at  the  time.  They  came  to  anchor  in  a  small  bay  on  the 
French  coast,  and  within,  as  is  alleged,  a  stone's  throw  of  the  shore.  The  guns 
and  ammunition  were  there  shifted  from  the  Alar  to  the  Japan ;  the  men  were 
then  c^led  aft  and  informed  that  the  voyage  to  Singapore  was  abandoned,  and 
that  the  vessel  would  no  more  be  called  the  tfapan,  but  the  Virginia,  a  confed- 
erate war  steamer;  and  that  the  captain  was  going  to  bum  and  destroy  all 
North  American  vessels.  New  shipping  articles  were  then  produced,  and,  after 
reading  them,  the  crew  were  called  upon  to  sij^n,  and  a  majority  of  them  did  so. 
The  confederate  flag,  so  called,  was  then  raist^d,  and  the  Japan,  imder  the  name 
of  the  Virginia,  since  changed  to  the  Georgia,  commenced  her  career.  I  have 
papers  and  affidavits  in  my  possession  proving  the  facts  herein  stated,  which,  if 
important  in  the  views  of  your  excellency,  1  shall  be  happy  to  submit.  This 
vessel  was,  therelbre,  in  fact,  armed,  and  its  crew  Unlisted  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  France.  It  is  true  that  this  government  has  recognized  the  south  as  belliger- 
ents, but  it  has  at  no  time,  so  far  as  I  know,  recognized  as  lawful  the  conduct 
of  these  marauders,  who  constitute  themselves  sole  judges  of  what  is  and  what 
is  not  lawful  prize,  and,  as  a  rule  of  action,  destroy  it  without  judicial  condem- 
nation. To  accept  the  excuse  that  they  have  no  port  into  which  they  can  enter, 
by  reason  of  our  blockade,  is  to  make  their  acknowledged  weakness  a  source  of 
strength.  No  such  exception  can,  I  think,  fairly  exempt  them  from  the  ordi- 
nary rules  of  maritime  law. 

ITie  spiiit  of  the  despatch  before  mentioned,  in  which  the  "allied  govern- 
ments "  adopt  for  themselves,  and  commend  to  us,  the  rule  that  no  privateer 
shall  be  equipped,  or  victualled,  or  admitted  with  its  prizes  into  our  ports,  seems 
to  me  to  conflict  much  with  the  treatment  extended  to  vessels  like  the  Florida 
and  Georgia.  If  they,  while  yet  reeking  with  the  sm'»ke  of  their  burned  vic- 
tims, (as  was  the  case  of  the  Florida,  which  burned  the  Anglo-Saxon  while  on 
her  way  into  Brest,)  shall  be  received  and  assisted  because  they ^rr^ouejbrm 
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of  paper  instead  of  another,  (a  commission  inetead  of  a  letter  of  marque,)  al- 
though both  are  issued  by  the  same  authority,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  spirit  is 
sacrificed  to  the  letter — the  substance  to  the  form. 

If  the  convention  of  Paris  of  1856,  abolishin|^  privateering  among  those  states 
becoming  parties  to  it,  goes  no  further  than  this,  it  amounts  to  little — binding 
to  nothing  except  to  the  form  of  the  commission,  while  the  responsibility  of  the 
government  for  the  conduct  of  the  ship  remains  the  same,  whether  it  sail  as  a 
vessel-of-wai*  proper,  or  as  a  letter  of  marque. 

But  I  can  scarcely  believe  that  the  "  allied  governments,"  after  their  appeal 
to  us  at  the  commencement  of  the  Crimean  war,  would  have  thought  our  duty 
as  neutrals  fairlv  discharged  if,  mider  like  circumstances,  we  had  permitted  our 
ports  to  be  used  by  vessels  so  built,  armed,  manned,  and  conducted,  as  places 
of  refuge,  or  for  renewing  their  crews  and  for  general  repairs.  Yet  thiit  case 
would  not  have  been  so  strong  as  the  present,  for  Russia  is  a  government  ac- 
knowledged by  all,  and  responsible  in  its  nationality  for  wrongs,  while  the  con- 
federates have  no  such  responsibility  whatever. 

'  In  closing  this  communication,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the 
promptitude  and  care  with  which  the  French  government  has  heretofore  acted 
upon  all  qnestions  connected  with  the  building,  equipping,  or  fitting  out  of  ships 
in  their  ports  in  aid  of  the  south.  It  has  even  maniiested  a  willingness  to  main- 
tain, in  good  faith,  the  neutrality  of  its  ports  and  harbors. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurances  of  high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  be  your  excellency's  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 

His  Excellency  M.  Drouvn  de  l'Huys, 

Minuter  of  Foreign  Affairs^  Paris. 


Mr.  OramfUm  to  Mr,  Marcy, 

WAflHnfGTON,  April  24,  1854. 

llie  andendgaed,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plcnip  •- 
tentiary  to  the  United  States  of  America,  has  received  orders  from  his  government  to  make 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  the  following  communication  : 

Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  and  Ii eland  and  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the 
French,  being  compelled  to  take  up  arms  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  the  aggressions  of  the 
Emperor  of  Kuesia  upon  the  Ottoman  empire,  and  beiog  desirous  to  lesseu,  as  much  an  pos- 
sible, the  disastrous  congequeuces  of  commerce  resultiug  from  a  btate  of  warfare,  their 
Majesties  have  resolved,  for  the  prescjnt,  not  to  authorize  the  issue  of  letters  of  marque. 

In  making  this  resolution  known,  they  think  it  right  to  announce,  at  the  s^me  time,  the 
principle  upon  which  they  will  be  guided,  during  the  course  of  this  war,  with  regard  to 
the  navigation  and  commerce  of  neutrals. 

Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  Uuited  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Irelau'l  has  accord- 
ingly published  the  accompanying  declaration,  which  is  identiail  with  that  published  by 
his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French. 

In  thus  restricting  within  the  narrowest  limits  the  exerciue  of  their  rights  us  beliigeren<s. 
the  allied  governments  confidently  trust  that  the  governments  of  countries  whjch  may  re 
main  neutral  during  the  war  will  sincerely  exert  every  effort  to  enforce  upon  their  subjects 
or  citizens  the  necessity  of  bhowing  tli.  strictest  neutrality. 

Her  Biitannic  Majesty's  government  entertains  the  contideut  hopo  that  the  United  States 
government  will  receive  with  Batl^faetion  the  announcement  of  the  resolutions  thus  tnken. 
)D  common  with  the  two  allietl  government*?,  and  that  it  will,  in  the  spirit  of  just  reciprocity. 
give  orders  that  no  privateer  under  Kuisian  colors  shall  be  equipped^  or  vidualUd.  or  admitied  with  is 
prtzes  in  the  ports  of  the  United  Stales.  And  also  that  tbe  citizens  of  the  Uuited  St^ites  Kii^til 
rigorously  abstain  from  taking  part  in  armaments  of  this  nature,  or  in  any  other  meiiMure 
opposed  to  the  duties  of  a  strict  neutrality. 
The  undersigned,  kc, 

JOSS  F.  CRAMP1X)N. 

Hon.  Mr.  Habot,  4v.»  ^ 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton, 

No.  432.]  '  Departmbnt  of  Jstate, 

Washington^  November  21,  1863. 

8iB :  Your  despatch  of  November  6  (No.  372)  has  been  received  and  submitted 
to  the  President.  The  note  you  addressed  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  I'Huys,  on  the 
same  day,  upon  the  subject  of  the  pirates  Florida  and  Georgia,  is  approved,  not 
only  in  its  spirit,  but  its  every  word.  I  can  perceive  in  it  no  argument  omitted 
or  overstrained;  I  trust  that  this  remonstrance  will  secure  the  careful  as  well 
as  the  prompt  attention  of  the  French  government.  The  principle  involved  is 
a  plain  one,  namely,  that  in  a  war,  whether  civil  or  foreign,  a  contending  party 
without  ports,  or  harbors,  or  ships,  or  coast,  shall  not  be  allowed,  by  neutral 
nations,  to  build,  or  arm,  equip,  and  maintain,  in  the  port8  of  such  states,  and 
on  the  ocean,  piratical  vessels  to  depredate  on  the  unarmed  commercial  vessels 
of  a  nation  with  whom  these  states  are  in  relations  of  peace  and  friendship,  and 
to  enjoy  shelter  and  protection  in  such  states  without  amenability  to  the  inter-> 
national  laws  of  war. 

The  govemmcjnt  of  the  United  States,  in  favor  of  the  commerce  of  neutrals 
and  the  peace  of  nations,  denies  any  toleration  to  such  a  practice.  The  gov- 
ernments of  France  and  Great  Britain  seem  to  us  to  accord  it.  Which  of  the 
two  policies  shall  become  the  precedent  in  future  wars  ?  It  is  desirable  and  it 
is  urgent  that  this  question  shall  be  settled  now.  France  is  at  war  in  Mexico, 
and,  practically  speaking,  has  closed  all  the  ports  of  that  republic.  Would  she 
assent  to  our  following  her  own  precedent  set  in  the  case  of  the  Florida,  and 
especially  of  the  Georgia  ?  Tru(\,  we  ai-e  yet  too  busily  engaged  in  a  domestic 
war  to  suffer  our  ship-builders  and  annorers  to  become  ship-builders  and 
armorers  for  the  enemies  of  France.  True,  this  war  of  ours  has  not  yet  resulted 
in  the  suppression  of  the  insurgents,  and  perhaps  France  may  yet  think  that  it 
is  not  likely  to  have  that  auspicious  termination.  But  these  are  speculations  on 
the  chances  of  war.  Is  it  reasonably  certain  not  only  that  we  shall  not  regain 
our  domestic  peace  within  a  year,  but  that  during  that  time  Europe  will  remain 
entirely  at  rest  and  free  from  the  commotions  of  civil  and  international  wars  ? 
If,  on  the  contrary,  we  shall  again  be  left  free  from  the  calamity  of  war,  and  that 
calamity  shall  descend  upon  Europe,  can  any  European  statesman  believe  that 
misguided  citizens  of  the  United  States  would  not  claim  the  right  to  practice 
upon  the  rules  which  the  maritime  powers,  when  the  cases  were  reversed,  had 
applied  to  ourselves?  This  government  is  not  r^anguine  in  regard  to  the  close 
of  our  civil  war.  It  neither  hopes  nor  desires,  and  thtjrefore  it  docs  not  expect,  a 
disturbance  of  the  peace  of  Europe.  But  it  does  believe  that  time  in  its  progress 
brings  a  common  experience  to  every  nation  in  its  turn,  and  it  asks,  in  the  in- 
terests of  peace  and  of  humanity,  that  the  policy  of  maritime  powers  may  now 
be  based  upon  principles  susceptible  of  universal  application. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
WiLLiAM^L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  <^.,  4ir.,  ^c. 
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FRENCH    LEGATION. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Viscount  IVeilhard, 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  October  13,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  ^f 
the  6th  instant,  commending  to  the  kind  attention  of  this  government  three 
aflhirs  which  interest  Frenchmen  in  New  Orleans,  namely  :  first,  one  in  relation 
to  various  lots  of  sugar  belonging  to  Messrs.  Richard  Aldige  &  Company  and  to  "•'^ 
Messrs.  Goodchaux,  deposited  in  the  warehouses  of  the  cu£*tom-house  in  that 
city;  secondly,  another  relating  to  two  lots  of  printing  paper  belonging  to 
ChiarleB  Harispe,  which  Major  General  Butler  caused  to  be  seized  in  the  ware- 
houses of  the  custom-house  there ;  and  thirdly,  certain  arbitrary  acts  which  are 
represented  to  have  been  committed  by  orders  of  federal  authorities  on  a  plan- 
tation belonging  to  French  citizens,  and  to  stAte  that  these  matters  have  all  been 
referred  to  the  appropriate  departments  of  this  government  for  inquiry  and  report. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my 
high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Viscount  Trbilhard,  Sft,,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seivard  to  Viscount  Treilhard, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  16,  1862. 
Sir:  Referring  to  your  note  of  the  6th  instant,  in  which,  among  other  things^ 
allusion  is  made  to  certain  lots  of  sugar  belonging  to  Messrs.  Richard  Aldige  & 
Company  and  to  Messrs.  Goodchaux,  deposited  in  the  government  warehousea 
at  New  Orleans,  and  to  my  rrply,  I  now  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that, 
from  information  just  received  fVoin  the  Treasury  Department  on  the  subject,  it 
appears  that  instructions  were  g  ven  to  the  acting  collector  at  New  Orleans  on 
the  26th  ultimo,  concerning  the  delivery  of  goods  from  the  government  ware- 
houses,  which  will  cover  the  cases  in  question. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  .^ir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Viscount  Treilharu,  ^v.,  ^-f  ^. 


Mr.  Mercier  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.  ] 

Legation  op  France  in  the  United  States, 

Washington,  October  31,  1862. 

Sir  :  At  a  time  when  the  putting  into  practice  of  the  law  of  conscription  gives 
rise  to  certain  difficulties  in  regard  to  the  nationality  of  Frenchmen  residing  in 
the  United  States,  it  has  seemed  to  me  that  it  would  be  advantageous  to  setUe- 
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in  a  precise  luuimer  which  of  my  countrymen  it  is  who,  not  having  lost  their 
nationality  derived  from  origin,  t*hould  of  ri«:ht  be  exempted  from  military  ser- 
vice. I  have,  therefons  prepared  a  draft  of  circular  which  I  contemplate  ad- 
dressing shortly  to  the  consuls  of  the  Emperor  in  the  United  States,  and  in 
which  1  have  briefly  mentioned  the  various  classes  of  Frenchmen  who,  according 
to  the  terms  of  our  legislation,  are  placed  in  the  condition  indicated  above.  I 
have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  beforehand  this  document,  requesting 
you  to  be  pleased  to  make  to  me  such  observations  thereon  as  it  may  suggest  to 
Tou.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  tell  you  that  they  will  be  received  in  a  spirit 
of  friendly  impartiality,  and  with  a  sincere  wish  that  we  may  succeed  in  coming 
to  an  agreement  with  you  as  soon  as  possible  in  regard  to  the  details  of  the 
-question,  and  thus  prevent  every  kind  of  practical  difficulty. 

This  first  point  easily  attained,  as  I  hope,  I  shall  request  you  to  be  pleased 
to  address  to  the  governors  of  the  States,  as  well  as  to  all  other  functionaries  to 
whom  you  may  judge  it  proper  to  do  so,  a  copy  of  my  circular,  and  to  indicate 
that  the  principles  on  which  it  is  founded  have  been  acknowledged  to  be  just  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  that  consequently  the  certificates 
issued  by  our  consuls,  agreeably  to  the  request  which  I  make  of  them,  are  to  be 
•considered  in  the  proper  quarter  as  a  priori  an  incontrovertible  proof  of  the  na- 
tionality of  the  bearer,  and  consequently  of  his  right  to  escape  all  the  effects  of 
the  law  of  conscription. 

I  have  adverted,  in  concluding,  to  the  question  relative  to  thost»  foreigners 
who  are  settled  in  one  of  the  Spates,  whose  peculiar  legislation  admits  them  to 
the  right  of  voting  even  when  they  have  only  made  a  first  declaration  with  a 
view  of  obtaining  American  naturalization.  It  is  not  for  me  to  estimate  how  fai* 
fiuch  a  provision  does  or  does  not  put  the  legislation  ot  those  States  in  conflict 
with  the  federal  laws  in  regard  to  naturalization,  but  merely  to  regard  the  ques- 
tion from  a  stand-point  of  its  practical  effects;  and  while  maintaining  that  the 
fact  of  voting  under  such  circumstances' does  not  entail  upon  a  Frenchman  the 
loss  of  his  nationality,  I  think  I  have  reached  a  conclusion  which  is  equitable 
in  behalf  of  my  countrymen,  and  yet  perfectly  conformable  to  the  theory  and 
practice  of  the  federal  government  in  regard  to  this  matter. 

A  Frenchman,  in  our  view,  could  only  lose  his  nationality  derived  from  origin 
in  the  contingencies  provided  by  our  legislation,  such  as  naturalization  in  a  lor- 
■eign  country,  or  the  acceptance  of  certain  public  functions  without  the  authority 
of  the  Emperor. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity,  sir,  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  high 
consideration. 

HENRI  MERCIER. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ifc,,  ^.,  ifc. 


Draft  qf  a  circular  to  be  addrated  by  the  leffolion  to  the  conntU  qf  France  in  the  United  Stata. 

fTramlaUon.] 

Lbqation  or  Fbanok  in  thb  United  Statm, 

Washniffton,  October  31,  1862. 
^ir:  The  system  of  conscription  which  has  juht  beeu  put  in  force  in  thu  Uuited  States  being 
of  a  character  to  give  rise  to  certain  qncstionB  as  to  the  nationality  of  foreigners  by  birth 
or  by  origin,  it  has  seemed  to  me  essential,  for  the  sake  of  our  countrymen  residing  la  this 
country,  and  in  order  to  prevent  any  conflict  with  the  local  authorities,  to  settle  categori- 
cally who  among  the  persons  that  may  have  recourse  to  your  intervention  shmld  of  right 
remiin  exempt  from  service  in  the  American  armies,  and  for  this  purpose  it  will  suffice  to 
6cUle  summarily  who  they  are,  among  those  persons,  that  have,  in  the  terms  of  our  leg- 
islation, preserved  intact  the  French  nationality.  In  fact,  there  is  no  principle  more  clearly 
4t)fined  by  the  Uw  of  nations  than  that,  according  to  which  the  unuataraliBod  foru.gQMT 
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«wet  no  mllitaiy  aenrloe  to  the  oouotry  la  which  he  may  temporarily  hare  taken  up  hw 
residence.  The  federAl  goverameot  has  less  than  any  other  disputed,  this  principle ;  on 
the  contrary,  it  has  affirmed  it  on  more  than  one  occasion,  as  well  in  its  declarations  to,  as 
in  its  relations  with,  oilier  powers.  ' 

Tlie  following  persons  are  Frenchmen,  and  from  that  finct  should  he  exempted  from  mil- 
itary serrioe  in  the  United  Htates : 

ist  Frenchmen  horn  in  Frauoe,  or  naturalized  Frenchmen  who  hayo  preserred  their 
quality  iot-ict,  whaterer  may  hare  been  the  duration  of  their  sojourn  in  this  country. 

2d.  Frenchmen  by  birth  or  by  the  fact  of  naturalization  who  have  made  a  first  declara- 
tion of  intention  to  become  citizens  of  the  United  States,  but  who  have  neipr  taken  out 
letters  of  naturalization. 

3d.  The  minor  sons,  horn  in  France  or  in  foreign  countries,  who  are  the  issne  of  the 
above  individuals. 

4th  The  minor  sons,  even  those  bom  in  this  country,  of  French  parents  who  are  nat- 
uralized Americans,  if  they  were  bom  before  the  naturalization  of  their  father. 

5th  The  minor  sons  of  unnaturalized  Frenchmen  who«  bora  in  this  country,  have  done 
no  act  at  the  period  of  or  since  tht* ir  majority  wh'cb  could  be  .interpreted  as  a  choice  by 
them  of  American  nationality,  such  as  participatlngr  in  the  popular  vote,  forming  part  of 
the  jury,  or  any  other  act  fur  the  performance  of  which  the  quality  of  a  citizen  is  requisite. 

6th.  The  preceding  article  applies  equally  to  the  major  sons  of  naturalized  Frenchmen, 
if  they  were  bora  before  the  naturalization  of  their  parents. 

7th.  Those  major  sons  of  Frenchmen  naturalized  as  Americans  who  were  bom  in  the 
United  States  after  the  naturalization  of  their  Others,  if  they  prove  that  they  have  recov- 
ered  French  nationality  by  complying  with  the  formalities  which  are' requisite  to  this  effect. 

8th.  The  major  sons  of  for  iguers  who  were  born  in  France,  if  tUey  prove  that  they 
have  claimed  the  quality  of  a  Frenchman  and  have  confirmed  to  the, requirements  of  the 
law  within  the  year  that  followed  their  majority. 

9th.  The  preceding  article  applies  equally  to  the  children  of  a  foreigner  naturalized  as  a 
Frenchman,  although  tbey  were  born  in  a  foreign  country,  if  they  were  minors  at  the  time 
of  the  natumlization  of  thetr  parents. 

10th  The  chldren  bora  in  Kranoe  or  in  a  foreign  country  of  a  foreigner  naturalized  as 
a  Frenchman,  who  were  majors  at  the  period  of  that  naturalization,  if,  taking  advantage 
of  the  bent  fits  of  the  law,  they  have  claimed  %nd  obtained  the  quality  of  a  Frenchman 
within  the  year  which  foIlow«rd  that  of  said  naturalization. 

Consequently,  all  Frenchmen  includfd  in  the  above-mentioned  classes  who  shall  be  pre- 
pared to  furnish  the  proofs  thereof,  and  who  shall  declare  under  oath  that  they  have  per- 
forrued  no  act  of  a  character  to  make  them  lose  their  nationality  derived  from  origin, 
shall  retain  all  their  rights  to  the  prtttection  of  the  Emperor's  agents,  aod  I  therefore 
request  you  to  issue  to  them  without  delay  a  certificate  in  conformity  to  the  model  hereto 
annexed. 

The  presentation  of  this  certificate  shonld  suffice  to  suspend  the  action  of  the  American 
authorities  who  are  charged  with  the  recruitment,  so  far  as  it  may  have  begun  to  be  exer- 
cised against  any  of  theoe  Frenchmen  ;  and  in  case  those  authorities  should  deem  it  their 
duty  to  take  no  notice  thereof,  I  request  you  to  inform  me  of  the  fact  immediately,  in 
order  that  I  may  prepare  to  report  the  same  directly  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States. 

Finally,  drcumstanoes  might  be  presented  in  which  the  scrnpulouRness  of  the  French 
agent  would  have  been  surprised  by  the  presentation  of  incorrect  documents  or  by  the  taking 
of  a  false  oath  ;  I  need  scaicely  tell  you  that  you  should  receive  on  the  spot,  as  I  would 
myself  receive  them  at  Washington,  in  a  spirit  of  impartial  equity,  the  proofii  which  in 
this  regard  might  be  offered  to  us  by  the  American  authorities. 

There  is  one  point  to  which  I  wi^h  to  call. your  attention.  The  peculiar  constitutions  oi 
certain  States  admit  to  thn  right  of  voting  foreign  residents  who  have  only  made  a  first 
declaration  with  a  view  of  becomiitg  American  citizens ;  now  it  has  been  asked  what,  in 
presence  of  the  law  of  conscription,  would  be  exactly  the  position  of  foreigners  who  have 
profited  by  this  Uyar  f  The  answer  to  this  cannot  be  doubtful.  If  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  legislators  of  a  htate  to  extend  even  to  the  privilege  of  taking  part  in  the  elections  the 
civil  rights,  or  rather  the  rights  of  citizenship,  granted  in  various  countries  to  the  domi- 
ciliated foreigner,  in  consideration  of  a  first  step  with  a  view  to  obtaining  naturalization^ 
or  from  the  simple  fiict  of  residence,  we  could  only  see  in  such  a  provision  an  act  ot  inter- 
nal police,  and  could  not  in  any  case  allow  it  to  be  assimilated  in  its  effects  to  one  which 
consists  in  obtaining  letters  of  naturalUation,  and  in  becoming  de  fado  and  dt  jwrt  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States. 

The  federal  goverament,  to  which  the  Constitution  has  expressly  reserved  the  right  of 
granting  natnnUizatioD,  has  never  conbidereci  foreigners  who  have  made  the  first  declara- 
tion as  dtizena,  whether  they  took  part'  or  not  in  the  flections  in  virtue  of  the  peculiar 
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ooofvtitation  iA  a  state ;  H  has  from  the  earliest  period  kept  op  ^e  role  of  refusing  tbem 
passports. 

Abandoned  bj  ns,  Frenchmen  placed  in  the  position  indicated  above  wonid,  consequently, 
be  not  only  without  protection,  but  without  natiooality.  I  do  not  think  that  we  ought  to 
oonsent  to  this  ;  and  since  the  goyernmeat  of  the  United  States  does  not  consider  them  as 
American  citizens  from  the  fact  of  their  voting,  we  ought  to  continue  to  consider  them  as 
Frenchmen,  by  assimilating  in  some  sort  the  part  which  they  may  have  taken  in  the  elec- 
tions under  such  circumstances  to  the  senrices  which  they  might  haye  been  call^  to  ren- 
der in  certain  cases  in  the  ranks  of  a  dty  guard — services  which  would  not  have  entitled 
on  them  tha  loss  of  their  nationality  derived  from  origin.  I  therefore,  sir,  request  you  to 
issue  certificates  to  such  of  our  countrymen  as  may  be  found  in  the  last  condition  of  which 
I  have  spoken  to  yon. 
Accept,  &c., 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Mr,  Mercier, 


Department  op  State, 

WashingtoHt  November  4, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  carefully  read  yonr  excellency's  note  of  the  31st  of  October,  in 
which  I  am  requested  to  express  my  concurrence  in  the  views  of  the  laws 
affecting  the  claims  of  persons  who  may  claim  exemption  from  military  service 
in  the  United  States  on  the  ground  of  a  supreme  allegiance  to  the  Emperor  of 
the  French.  You  arrange  such  persons  into  ten  distinct  classes,  and  ask  from 
me  a  categorical  opinion  m  regara  to  the  title  of  persons  belonging  to  each  of 
these  classes  to  the  waiver  or  exemption. 

This  government  could  not  justly  be  asked  to  express  itself  upon  even  one 
proposition  of  that  character,  unless  an  actual  case  of  the  draft  of  a  person 
falling  within  the  terms  of  the  proposition  should  arise.  It  would  be  still  more 
inconsistent  to  pronounce  categorically  upon  the  several  propositions  of  the  same 
character  if  circumstances  should  not  render  such  a  proceeding  indispensable  to 
the  protection  of  any  individuals,  or  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States.  I  am 
satisfied,  from  what  has  already  fallen  under  my  notice,  that  there  is  no  proba- 
bility that  cases  will  arise  requiring  so  comprehensive  an  examination  of  the 
subject.  Returs  of  drafted  persons  have  been  received  at  this  department  from 
three  States,  in  all  including  two  hundred  and  seventeen  persons.  Of  them  only 
two  persons  have  claimed  exemption  on  the  ground  of  their  owing  allegiance  to 
France.  Each  of  these  presented  his  claims  directly  to  the  department,  under 
the  official  invitation  extended  for  that  purpose,  without  the  intervention  of  any 
diplomatic  or  consular  agent  of  the  French  government.  One  has  already  been 
pronounced  exempt,  and  the  other  probably  will  be  on  the  coming  in  of  the 
evidence  in  his  case. 

I  could  not  at  present  sanction  all  the  positions  assumed  in  your  proposed 
circular.  At  the  same  time  only  inconvenience  could  result  from  unnec«ssarily 
controverting  any  of  them.  I  propose,  therefore,  as  the  bjBSt  way,  to  leave  you 
at  entire  liberty  to  issue  such  instructions  to  your  consuls  as  you  think  proper, 
and  upon  your  own  responsibility,  reserving  at  the  same  time  for  myself  a  con- 
sideration of  principles  involved  as  the  cases  actually  arise. 

By  the  words  a  priori  in  your  circular,  I  understand  you  to  mean  prima 
facie f  and  if  this  is  so,  I  have  no  objection  to  make;  otherwise  it  would  be 
necessary  for  me  to  say  that  while  I  should  pay  the  highest  possible  respect  to 
a  consular  certificate  of  the  &cts  in  a  case,  I  could  not  admit  it  to  be  concluaive 
so  as  to  prevent  my  receiving  contradictorv  evidence  to  rebut  it  and  deciding  in 
any  case,  as  a  full  examination  of  all  conflicting  evidence  shouldjijequire. 
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To  conclade,  I  would  observe  that  the  apprehensions  of  timid  persons  have 
very  much  magnified  hazards  of  the  draft.  1  am  satisfied  that  it  will  be  entirely 
eaaj  to  dispose  of  the  claims  to  elemption  as  they  arise,  to  the  entire  satisfac- 
tioQ  of  jour  government  and  my  own,  without  attempting  to  agree  upon  a  proto- 
col on  a  subject  whose  conflicts  of  law  are  so  often  encountered. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Mr.  Hbnby  Mbrcibr,  4^.,  i^.,  ^v. 


Mr.  Mercier  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[TrandatioQ.] 


LsoATioif  OF  Francs  in  thb  Unitbd  Statbs, 

Waskiiiglon,  November  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  the  note  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me, 
under  date  of  the  5th  of  this  month,  in  reply  to  my  communication  of  the  31st 
of  October,  relative  to  the  measure  which  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  recom- 
mend to  your  attention,  with  a  view  of  establishing  in  a  certain  way  the  nation- 
ality of  Frenchmen  residing  in  the  United  States,  who  might  find  themselves  in 
danger  of  being  reached  by  the  law  of  recruitment. 

A  previous  understanding  in  regard  to  this  question  between  the  government 
of  the  United  States  and  the  legation  of  the  Emperor  seemed  to  me  particu- 
larly desirable,  because,  in  my  opinion»it  could  not  £a,il  to  prevent  all  difficulties. 
I  do  not  doubt,  indeed,  that  the  government  of  the  United  States,  on  being 
called  to  decide  in  regard  to  the  case  of  such  or  such  foreigners  who  might  be 
unduly  taken  off  by  the  conscription,  would  render  full  justice  to  the  appHcants, 
and  would  grant  them  the  exemption  to  which  it  would  be  ultimately  proved 
that  they  were  entitled ;  but  that  reparatory  measure  could  not  remove  from 
foreigners  who  would  become  the  subject  of  it  all  the  inconveniences  of  an 
enrolment  unjustly  imposed,  and  would  leave  existing,  in  more  than  one  case, 
their  right  to  reparation  or  indemnity  from  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

Hence  I  still  think  that  a  general  preventive  measure  would  offer  great  ad- 
vantages ;  and  in  case  that,  outside  of  that  which  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  for 
your  examination,  it  should  please  the  government  of  the  United  States  to 
adopt  another,  such  whose  efficaciousness  and  applicabUity  appeared  to  it  better 
adapted  to  the  necessities  of  the  moment,  you  could  be  assurea,  sir,  that  I  would 
take  pleasure  in  modifying  in  this  new  direction  the  instructions  which  the  con- 
Buls  of  the  Emperor  in  the  United  States  are  soliciting  from  me,  in  view  of  the 
many  difficulties  which  have  been  raised,  and  of  the  just  apprehensions  which 
are  felt  by  our  countrymen. 

As  to  uie  importance  which  the  American  authorities  might  attribute  prima 
Jade  to  the  certificates  of  nationality  issued  by  the  Emperor's  consuls  ^n  the 
United  States,  I  would  take  the  liberty  of  observing  to  you  that  the  French 
law  has  surrounded  the  issuing  of  these  certificates  with  numerous  formalities, 
with  a  view  of  preventing  any  error  or  any  fraud ;  and  that  a  certificate  issued 
without  those  formalities  having  been  complied  with,  might,  in  certain  cases, 
render  an  agent  liable  to  a  penalty  of  two  years'  imprisonment 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  high 
couiideration. 

HENRI  MERCIER. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  ^  , 
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Mr,  Mereier  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Traoslatioo.] 

Lbgation  op  France  is  thb  Unftbd  States, 

Washington,  November  6,  1862.  • 

Sir  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  eend  jon  herewith  the  copy  of  a  complaint  which 
Mr.  Francois  Boug^re,  an  old  French  resident  of  New  Orleans  ana  honorahlj 
known  in  that  city,  has  just  laid  before  the  manager  of  the  consulate  of  the 
Emperor,  in  relation  to  an  act  of  spoliation  of  which  he  has  been  the  victim  on 
thejpart  of  the  federal  authorities. 

The  steps  which  Mr.  Boug^re  has  tried  with  'the  military  governor  of  Louis- 
iana Jiave  up  to  this  time  led  to  no  result;  and  I  therefore  proceed  to  call  the 
kind  attention  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  an  a&ir  whose  gravity 
could  not  have  escaped  it,  and  the  consequence  of  which  has  been  to  reduce  in 
a  single  day  to  the  most  absolute  destitution  a  Frenchman  whose  antecedents 
have  been  represented  to  me  as  excellent  in  all  respects,  and  who  appears  to 
have  never  departed  from  the  strict  neutrality  which  the  Emperor's  government 
has  not  ceased  to  reconunend  to  its  citizens  under  existing  circumstances. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  high 
consideration. 

HENRI  MERCIER. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ifc.,  4c.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Bovgirt  to  Mr,  Faueomid, 

[TimiMlation.] 

Niw  Oblbiks,  Otkher  6,  1862. 

Mr.  Consul  :  The  undereigned,  Fran9ol8  Boug^re,  a  native  of  Angers,  (Maine  et  Loire,) 
France,  an  inhabitant  of  Louisiana  since  1819,  has  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  being  on 
his  plantation,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Charles,  on  the  28th  of  August,  1862,  a  column  of 
troops  of  the  United  States,  commanded  by  Colonel  Thomas  and  Osptain  Qrout,  of  the  8th 
Vermont,  took  by  force  on  his  plantation  seventy- two  slaves  of  various  ages  and  distinct 
sexes,  proceeding  from  fiunilies  bought  by  him  a  long  while  prior  to  1848,  besides  horses, 
mules,  carriages,  linen,  Jewelry,  and  stores,  the  whole,  aooording  to  a  statement  annexed, 
amountiog  to  the  sum  of  seventy  thousand  eight  himdred  dollars.  Moreover,  that,  being 
deprived  of  his  workshop,  of  seventy-two  negroes,  mules,  &o.,  &o.,  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  gather  his  present  crop  of  corn  and  about  three  hundred  hogsheads  of  sugar  and 
molaaees  which  would  have  been  produced,  and  he  will  lose  by  this  fact  eighteen  thou- 
sand dollars. 

The  undersigned  thinks  it  his  duty  also  to  inform  you  that  he  has  taken  numerous  steps 
with  the  local  authorities,  in  order  to  obtain  in  a  friendly  manner  the  restoration  of  hia 
slaves,  horses,  mules,  &o.,  but  that  all  his  efforts  have  been  fruitless.  Having,  therefore, 
no  longer  any  hope  of  success  with  the  authorities  who  govern  this  State,  he  proceeds^  Ml 
of  confidence,  to  solicit  your  intervention,  to  the  end  that  the  facts  above  enumerated  may 
be  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  at  Washington,  and 
even  to  that  of  the  government  of  hia  Imperial  Majesty,  In  order  that,  protected  by  them, 
his  claim  and  his  protest  may  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  that  Justice  may  be  done  to 
a  French  subject  who  has  never  lost  his  nationality  nor  borne  arms  agahist  the  United 
States. 

The  losses  suffered  by  the  undersigned  amount  to  more  than  eighty-eight  thousand  dol- 
lars, as  is  proved  by  the  annexed  list,  and  all  the  fruit  of  his  Ubor  and  savings  for  nearly 
forty  ye  irs. 

Relying,  Mr.  Consul,  on  the  warm  sympathy  that  you  have  always  evinced  for  yoor 
countrymen,  I  beg  you  to  accept  in  advance  my  sincere  thanlcs  for  all  which  you  may  deem 
it  your  duty  to  do  in  my  behalf,  and  the  assurance  of  my  profoimd  respect. 

FRAN9OIS  bouo£be. 

The  Consul  or  FaAiioi  tU  New  OrUam. 

A  true  copy : 

FAUCONNET, 
Manager  </  tJU  Qmmhtt  y  ilvMoi. 
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[Trmnalatioo.] 
CUttM  <if  Mr.  Fnm^  Bmtginj  <f  iheparuh  </  St,  Charlm,  Louinana, 

SLAVES. 

Men: 

1.  Trasimond,  sugar  m^ker,  SOyean  old  .••••• .....a....  $2,000 

2.  Eellec,  cart  driver,  20  yean  old »...  1,600 

3.  EuKene,  field  hand,  25  years  old • 1,600 

4.  CamUe,  eogioe  maD,  26  years  old. •.••«.. ..........•••••• 8,000 

6.  Terence,  field  band,  25  years  old 1,200 

6.  Edouard,  cooper,  20  years  old. « • 2,000 

7.  An tolne,  field  hand.  22  years  old • 1,600 

8.  LAiionte,  field  hand,  18  years  old • • 1,500 

9.  Celestln,  field  hand,  17  years  old •• 1,200 

10.  Simon,  cartdrirer,  30  years  old '. 1,500 

11.  Kimonnette,  field  band,  30  years  old 1,200 

12.  Domioique,  field  band,  19  years  old 1,200 

13.  Felix,  cart  driver,  20  years  old 1,500 

14.  Am£d6e,  cart  driver,  17  years  old..... 1,200 

15.  Eugene  Lamadon,  cart  driver,  30  years  old ^»200 

16.  Patrick,  coachman,  40  years  old..... 1,000 

17.  Joe,  blacksmith,  26  years  old 3,000 

18.  Andrd,  Creole,  field  band,  60  years  old 800 

19.  Julien,  cooper,  58  yeai«  old 1,200 

20.  Adolphe  Petit,  stable  boy,  17  years  old 1,000 

21.  Charles,  stable  boy,  16  years  old 1,000 

22.  Beverin,  stable  boy,  16  years  old 900 

32,300 
W  jmen : 

1.  Bose,  24  years  old 1,000 

2.  Monne,  23  years  old 1,000 

8.  Elisabeth,  32  years  old 1,000 

4.  Josephine,  31  years  old 1,000 

6.  Aim^,  21  years  old 1,000 

6.  F^iide,  21  years  old 1,000 

7.  Laurensa,  19yearsold 1,000 

8.  Solidaire,  seamstress,  28  years  old 1,200 

9.  Coralie,  40  years  old -  800 

10.  Zobctte,  43yearsold 800 

11.  Charlotte,  45  years  old 800 

12.  Cclestine,  16  yters  old 1,000 

13.  8uBAnne,  45  years  old 800 

14.  Celeste,  63  years  old 700 

15.  Divine,67  years  old 700 

16.  Carolioe,  36  yearsold 700 

17.  M^ranthe,  40  years  old 600 

18.  Henriette,  18  yearsold 1,000 

19.  Victorine,  16  years  old 1,000 

20.  Ang^le,  10  yearsold 600 

21.  Josephine,  15  yearsold 600 

22.  Ad61e,  16  yearsold 600 

23.  Henriette,  mulatto,  18  years  old 700 

24.  Elise,  16  yearsold 600 

26.  Lisa,  17  years  old 700 

26.  Marie,  13  years  old 600 

27.  ^uz^inne,  17  years  old 700 

28.  Elisabeth,  16  years  old 700 

29.  Marguerite,  20  yearsold 700 

30.  Charlotte,  20  years  old 700 

66,600 
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Children : 

1.  Joieph,  9yearaold... » $600 

2.  Aristide,  Tyeargold 600 

3.  Eagtoe,  9  years  old 600 

4.  MicheJ,  lOyearsold 600 

6.  Albert.  5  years  old 600 

C.  Yictorine,  6  years  old •• «.. .   600 

7.  Modeste,  6  years  old ,.• 600 

8.  Jastine,  6  yean  old. ••.••••I*..^. •••»..•.•...... 600 

0.  F61icie,  6  years  old 600 

10.  Joseph^  6  years  old.. .«...•••. ..••••. • 600 

11.  DWrfee.  Syeaisold....: 700 

12.  Elisabeth,  3  years  old * 300 

13.  Frank,  7  yearsold 700 

U.  G6d^n,  4  yearsold 400 

16.  Terence,  16  months  old .• 200 

10.  Justin,  1  year  old 100 

17.  Kstelle,  llmonthsold i 100 

18.  Jot^phine,  6  monthsold 100 

19.  Jullen,  lOyearsold 600 

20.  VirgUe,  1  month  old 100 

^  66,600 
Miscellanebos : 

One  horse  for  cabriolet,  a  trotter ....• 600 

Two  common  horses,  at  $200 400 

Nine  mules,  at  $225 «,025 

One  barouche ..•...••.....••...••... — 300 

Three  carriages,  at  $126 • 876 

Harness  of  mules • 100 

Provisions,  wines,  liquors,  &c .......•• 600 

Two  boxes  of  shoes   ..•.•.*•..... '. 260 

Body  and  other  liuen.. ........... ..••••.•.•••.....••.•...../..•..•.-••  260 

Oold  watch,  jewelry,  gold  spectacles,  &c...... ....••••••••••••.•••....  600 

70,800 

Loss  of  crop,  estimated  at  •» 18, 000 

Grand  total 88,800 

Eighty-eight  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 
A  true  copy  : 

PFAUOONNET,  Manager  of  tkt  GmnOalt. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Mercier, 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  8,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  excellency's 
note  of  the  6th  instant,  in  which  you  present  the  claim  of  Mr.  Fran9oi3  Boug^re 
against  the  government  of  the  United  States,  in  the  form  in  which  it  has  been 
stated  by  him  to  Mr.  Fanconnet,  manager  of  the  consulate  of  France  at  New 
Orleans.  The  statement  of  Mr.  Bougdre  is  of  the  foUowing  eflTect :  That  he  is 
a  native  of  France ;  that  he  has  been  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  of  Louisiana 
since  1819,  and  for  some  time,  not  definitely  stated,  has  been  domiciliated  there, 
as  a  sugar  planter,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Charles ;  that  he  has  not  lost  his  nation- 
ality of  a  Frenchman,  and  that  he  has  never  borne  arms  against  the  United 
States;  that  he  was  recently  the  owner  of  seventy-two  negro  slaves  of  various 
ages  and  distinct  sexes,  ^ho  were  the  increase  of  families  which  he  had  bought 
a  long  while  prior  to  the  year  1848 ;  all  of  which  slaves  were  upon  his  said 
plantation,  together  with  horses,  mules,  carriages,  linen,  andJaiopy^iQiiSBi  Jibat 
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the  aggregate  valoe  of  these  slaves  and  the  articles  of  property  thus  described 
was  seventy  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars.  That  on  the  28th  day  of  August 
lastt  a  column  of  United  States  troops,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Thomas 
and  Captain  Grout,  took  from  him  by  force  those  seventy-two  slaves,  a  list  of 
which  is  given,  and  also  the  said  articles  of  property,  (an  inventory  of  which  is 
pieseiited,)  whereby  the  same  were  lost  to  him,  and  that  this  spoliation  deprived 
iiim  of  the  means  of  securing  his  present  crop  of  com,  as  well  as  his  crop  of 
cane,  which  would  have  yielded  three  hundred  hogsheads  of  sugar  and  molasses. 
That  the  damages  which  resulted  from  this  failure  are  equal  to  eighteen  thousand 
dollars,  which,  added  to  the  value  of  the  slaves  and  property  taken,  makes  an 
aggr^ate  of  eighty-eight  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

Mr.  Boug^re  represents  that  he  has  made  unsuccessful  applications  to  the  local 
authorities  of  the  United  States  in  Louisiana  for  redress  of  the  grievances  thus 
alleged.     He  therefore  invokes  the  interposition  of  the  imperial  government. 

The  President  is  not  unaffected  by  the  misfortunes  which  Mr.  Boug^re  has 
suffered,  and  he  has,  therefore,  directed  me  to  make  a  careful  examination  of 
the  case,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  whether  he  has  been  in  fact  inoffensive  in  his 
relations  to  this  government,  and  whether  the  losses  he  has  sustained  were 
occasioned  by  violence,  injustice,  severity,  or  even  carelessness  on  the  part  of 
the  military  forces  of  the  United  States,  so  that  redress,  if  justly  due,  shall  be 
awarded. 

In  entering  upon  this  examination,  I  could  not  but  remaik  that  Mr.  Boug^re's 
own  representations  of  his  attitude  towards  the  government  do  not  seem  to  me 
to  fully  justify  the  view  of  it  which,  upon  different  information,  you  have  as- 
sumed. You  state  that  his  antecedents  have  been  represented  to  you  as  excel- 
lent in  all  respects,  and  that  he  appears  to  have  never  departed  from  the  strict 
neutrality  which  the  Emperor's  government  has  not  ceased  to  recommend  to  its 
citizens  under  existing  circumstances.  In  trusting  to  Mr.  Boug^re's  statement, 
I  observe  that  upon  the  point  now  in  question  he  states  only  that  he  never  lost 
his  nationality  as  a  French  subject,  nor  bore  armi  against  the  United' States. 
I  need  hardly  point  out  to  so  just  an  observer  as  your  excellency  the  fact 
that,  besides  b^ing  arms  against  the  United  States,  there  are  other  ways 
in  which  a  man  of  wealth  and  influence  can  abet  and  support  a  treason- 
able insurrection.  Even  the  chief  of  the  revolutionary  conspiracy,  and 
every  member  of  the  cabals  which  are  called  his  cabinet  and  congress,  can 
probably  safely  assert  that  he  has  never  borne  arms  against  the  United  States. 
It  may,  neverUieless,  be  true  that  Mr.  Boug^re  has  preserved  his  neutrality  in 
the  present  conflict,  notwithstanding  his  own  seeming  reserve  upon  that  sub- 
ject ;  I  will  therefore  che^ully  receive,  upon  that  point,  any  more  full  and 
satisfactory  information  which  you  may  be  authorized  now  or  hereafter  to 
furnish.  In  the  mean  time,  candor  requires  that  I  should  inform  you  that  even 
the  very  cautious  and  guarded  statement  which  Mr.  Boug^re  makes  concerning 
his  neutrality  is  distinctly  contradicted  by  the  militarv  authorities  at  New 
Orleans.  They  represent  that  before  the  transaction,  of  which  he  complains, 
had  occurred,  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  meeting  with  a  military  band  of 
insurgents,  of  which  a  nephew  of  his  is  a  captain ;  that  he  assisted  largely  by 
voluntary  contributions  to  equip  that  treasonable  band,  and  that  he  voluntarilv 
supplied  them  with  rations  sent  from  his  own  house ;  that  he  provided  himself 
with  a  revolutionary  uniform,  saddle,  and  horse  equipments,  and  had  them  in 
his  possession  and  ready  for  use  on  his  plantation  when  that  transaction 
occurred. 

Passmg  from  the  political  character  of  the  claimant  to  the  details  of  the 
transactioi^  complainea  of,  I  must  call  your  attention  to  the  very  vague  and 
unsatisfactory  manner  in  which  the  facts  are  presented  by  Mr.  Boug^re.  He 
contents  himself  with  saying  that  a  column  of  troops  of  the  United  States, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Thomas  and  Ca]^t£un  Grout,  of  the  8th  Vermont,  took 
by  force  the  slaves  and  property  described,  and  forbears  from  giving  any 
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account  of  the  manner  or  circnmstanoes  of  the  alleged  captnre.  This  very 
general  statement  is  unsupported  by  anj  testimony  or  evidence,  nor  is  it  even 
authenticated  bj  the  customary  confirmation  of  his  own  oath. 

I  think  you  will  at  once  perceive  that  there  is  a  necessity  for  your  referring 
the  matter  back  to  your  consul  for  testimony  of  some  kind,  when  I  inform  you 
that  the  fact  of  a  forcible  taking  of  the  slaves  and  property  is  contradicted  by 
the  military  authorities  of  the  United  States,  who  were  engaged  in  the  transac- 
tion. They  repo4 1  that  the  negroes  (claimed  as  slaves)  were  not  taken  by  force 
nor  in  any  other  way  by  the  militaiy  column ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  they 
left  the  plantation  voluntarily;  that  a  portion,  understood  to  be  over  naif  of 
them,  had  even  so  left  and  abandoned  the  plantation  before  the  expedition  in 
that  direction  was  made ;  and  that  of  the  remaining  half,  a  portion  left  in  the 
same  voluntary  manner,  taking  advantage  of  the  expedition,  some  of  them 
going  off  before  the  column  as  it  advanced,  and  others  following  behind  it  as  it 
proceeded ;  that  the  expedition  returned  during  a  night  and  a  day,  and  that 
other  negroes,  supposed  to  be  slaves  then,  followed  it  on  its  return ;  and  that 
all  this  wa^  done  not  only  without  any  command  or  direction  given  by  the 
officer,  but  even  without  any  interference  made  by  himself  or  by  any  of  the 
forces  constituting  the  expedition.  It  is  also  stated  by  the  military  authorities 
that  they  receiv^  only  one  of  the  fugitive  slaves  in  question,  and  that  this 
particular  slave  was  one  who  had  escaped  from  the  plantation  before  the  expedi* 
tion  was  made,  was  wounded  by  a  musket-ball  in  the  act  of  escape,  and,  there- 
fore, sought  refuge  in  the  camp,  and  was  there  indulged  with  medical  treatment. 

The  same  authorities  report  that  when  the  expedition  had  passed  Mr.  Bou- 
gere's  house  on  its  outward  march,  that  person,  who  had  been  absent  from  the 
mansion,  returned  to  it  and  then  dirove  all  his  cattle  and  other  stock  back  into 
the  woods,  and  also  drove  the  slaves  who  were  then  remaining  on  the  plantation 
into  his  sugar-house ;  and  that  these  slaves,  taking  advantage  of  the  night,  left 
the  sugar-house  and  followed  the  expedition  on  its  return  to  the  camp. 

The  military  authorities  further  report  that  they  took  two  very  poor  horses 
from  the  plantation  and  used  them  to  draw  the  guns,  but  that  only  one  of  them 
belonged  to  Mr.  Boug^re ;  and  they  allege  that  no  other  horses  or  other  animals, 
nor  any  carriages  or  slaves,  or  other  property,  were  taken  from  the  plantation  by 
the  expeditionary  force,  either  with  or  without  the  authority  of  the  commander. 
They  add,  however,  that  some  such  property  as  is  mentioned  by  Mr.  Boug^re 
was  taken  and  used  by  the  slaves  in  making  their  flight. 

Having  thus,  with  the  utmost  frankness,  given  to  you  the  representations  of 
the  transaction  communicated  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  this  department,  it 
remains  only  to  say  that  I  am  instructed  to  receive  and  to  give  due  weight  to 
any  corrections  of  those  representations  which  Mr.  Boug^re  shall  be  able  to 
make,  and  that  when  the  case  shall  thus  have  been  fully  developed,  I  shall 
apply  to  the  President  for  instructions,  with  a  view  to  a  definite  and,  as  I  trust, 
a  satisfactory  reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  8EWABD. 

Mr.  Henry  Mbbcieb,  ^.,  Sfc„  !^c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Mercier, 


Dbfartment  op  State, 

Washingtany  November  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  attentively  read  your  excellency's  note  of  the  6th  instant. 

Thus  far,  only  two  persons  who  have  claimed  exemption  from  the  military 
draft  on  the  ground  of  their  being  French  subjects  have  been  presented  to  this 
department,  and  both  of  them  were  discharged  promptly  j^|;4^!!rifh^L4^yt^ 
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This  is  a  complex  goveniinent,  consisting  of  State  governments,  witihin  their 
sphere  independent  of  the  federal  government ;  the  federal  government,  in  its 
sphere,  independent  of  the  State  governments.  Collisions  hetween  them  cannot 
he  prevented  hj  executive  action.  They  must,  however,  he  reconciled  when 
they  have  occurred.  The  government  calls  on  the  States  to  famish  troops  hj 
drait  of  the  militia.  The  States  determine  for  themselves  who  constitute  the 
militia,  and  they  make  the  draft.  They  respectively  provide  for  ascertaining 
who  are  liable  to  the  draft  and  who  are  exempt  from  it,  and  they  have  State 
commissioners  to  hear,  try,  and  determine  such  cases.  Those  commissioners 
render  accounts  of  their  doings  to  the  governors  of  the  States,  and  act  with 
entire  independence  of  the  federal  government,  and  are  in  no  way  responsible 
to  them.  If  the  governor  of  a  State  errs,  and  subjects  to  military  duty  a  per- 
son who  is  entitled  to  exemption  on  the  ground  of  alienage,  a  question  is  thus 
raised  between  the  United  States  and  the  nation  which  is  entitled  to  protect  the 
complainant.  This  department  then  receives  and  promptly  and  effectually  de- 
cides the  case.  It  wo^d  indeed  be  very  agreeable  to  communicate  in  advance 
to  representatives  of  the  foreign  powers  the  principles  upon  which  the  depart- 
ment would  proceed  in  such  cases.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  must  be  allowed 
there  are  few  subjects  more  productive  of  conflicting  legislation  and  adjudica- 
tion than  that  of  alienage.  It  seems,  therefore,  to  be  prudent  to  refrain  from 
anticipating  merely  what  speculative  questions  involve,  and  to  confine  the  ac- 
tion of  the  government  to  those  cases  which,  being  practically  brought  before 
it,  must  necessarily  receive  its  solution.  In  the  hope  that  these  explanations 
will  be  satisfactory  to  your  excellency,  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  very 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Kr.  Hbnry  Mbrcibr,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Mercier  to  Mr.  Seward. 


[Translation  ] 

Legation  op  France  in  the  United  States, 

Washington,  November  14,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  the  note  which  your  excellency  has  done  me  the 
honor  to  address  to  me  on  the  3d  of  this  month,  in  answer  to  the  communica- 
tion of  the  legation  of  the  Emperor,  dated  the  29th  of  August,  and  I  have 
given  a  careful  examination  to  the  report  of  General  Butler  in  relation  to  the 
complaints  of  Messrs.  Rochereau  &  Co.,  Jeannet,  Quertier  &  Co.,  bankers,  and 
Lewis  &  Co.,  merchants  of  New  Orleans,  agamst  the  fine  which  had  been  im- 
posed upon  them  by  the  General  Order  No.  55,  of  the  one-fourth  of  the  amount 
of  their  subscription  to  the  loan  issued  by  the  committee  called  that  of  public 
safety,  and  guaranteed  by  the  city. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  bring,  without  delay,  this  affitir  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  government  of  the  Emperor;  but,  while  asking  its  instructions,  I  would 
attach  the  greatest  value  (consideration)  in  being  able  to  announce  to  it  that 
the  federal  government  has,  in  its  justice,  taken  the  necessary  measures,  in  or- 
der that  the  French  residents,  who  are  actually  subjected  in  New  Orleans  to  a 
system  (rule)  of  exception,  may  have  an  efficacious  securitv,  under  the  form  of 
a  l^ai  recourse,  against  acts  similar  to  those  upon  which  I  have  already  so 
often  had  occasion  to  call  the  attention  of  your  excellency. 

It  has  never  been  my  intention  to  endeavor  to  shield  from  a  legitimate  pen- 
alty those  of  my  countrymen  who  might  have  incurred  it  by  failing  in  their  du- 
ties to  neutrality,  but  these  duties,  however  well  defined  theoreticaBy  they  may 
be,  may  receive  in  practice  different  interpretations:  thus,  for  example,  I  could 
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Dot  admit  that  the  sale  of  merchandiBe,  or  that  the  snbBcription  to  a  loan,  isstied 
by  a  mnnicipal  authority  in  the  regular  discharge  of  its  duties,  could  prima 
facie  be  considered  as  acts  of  hostility  against  a  government,  because  the  mer- 
chandise honestly  sold,  or  the  sums  innocently  subscribed,  shall  have  been,  at  a 
later  period,  employed  for  a  culpable  purpose.  While  supposing  -that  acts  of 
this  nature  should  be  sufficient  to  rouse  the  suspicions  of  a  military  commandant 
placed  in  difficult  circumstances,  they  could  not,  in  equity,  involye  a  condemna- 
tion, except  after  having  undergone  the  ezamiuation  of  a  judicial  authority. 

It  does  not  belong  to  me  to  characterize  the  rule  (law)  which  G^eral  Butler 
has  thought  proper  to  impose  to  (upon)  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  but  it  suffices 
to  prove  that  that  rule  admits  of  charge  of  accusation;  that  it  encourages  them 
even  on  the  part  of  slaves;  that  it  imputes  crime  to  family  or  private  relations, 
as  it  appears  from  the  papers  which  your  excellency  has  done  me  the  honor  to 
communicate  to  me;  that  it  recognizes  in  the  military  authority  the  right  of 
deciding  propria  tnotUt  and  without  appeal,  upon  penalties  such  as  imprison- 
ment, confiscation,  and  hard  labor.  It  suffices,  I  say,  to  prove  these  facts,  in 
order  to  show  the  necessity  of  finding  some  guarantee  which  shall  place  neutrals 
under  shelter  of  the  abuses  which  they  may  enchain;  and  I  cannot  doubt  that 
your  excellency,  aftef  the  numerous  evidences  which  you  have  given  me  of  your 
liberal  intentions  in  reference  to  (towards)  foreigners,  will  consent  to  provoke 
(dictate)  some  measure  which  may  answer  to  the  wishes  which  my  government 
would  not  fail  to  express  under  like  circumstances. 

I  seize  this  opportunity,  sir,  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of 
my  high  consideration. 

HENRI  MERGIEB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Mercier  to  Mr  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Legation  of  France  to  thb  United  States, 

Washington,  November  15,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  the  letter  which  your  excellency  has  done  me  the  honor 
to  address  to  me  under  date,  of  the  8th  of  this  month,  in  answer  to  my  commu- 
nication of  the  6th,  in  relation  to  the  events  which  had  caused  the  complaint  and 
demand  for  indemnity  hy  Mr.  Francois  Bougere.  I  have  written  without  delay 
to  New  Orleans  to  ask  for  more  circumstantial  information,  hoth  with  respect  to 
the  £su;ts  in  themselves,  as  upon  the  antecedents  and  the  position  of  Mr.  Bougdre, 
and  I  hope  soon  to  be  enabled  to  remove  the  preventions  which  may  exist 
against  that  Frenchman,  while  again  soliciting  in  his  behalf  the  just  and  liberal 
interposition  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

Be  pleased  to  accept*  sir,  the  renewed  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

HENEI  MERCIEB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  ifc.,  4^.,  4^. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Mercier. 


Department  op  State, 

Wathington,  December  16,  1862. 

Sir:  Referring  to  my  note  of  the  10th  instant,  relative  to  the  imprisonment 
of  the  Messrs.  Lemore,  alleged  French  subjects,  residing  at  New  Orleans,  I  now 
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have  the  honor  to  infonn  you  that,  bj  a  letter  of  the  i2th  instant  from  the  War 
Department,  I  learn  that  General  Butler  has  been  instructed  to  remit  the. pun- 
ishment of  the  ball  and  chain  and  hard  labor,  to  which  they  had  been  subjected. 

Accept,  sir,  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  very  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Mr.  Hbnry  Mbbcibr,  4v*»  ^c.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Mercier  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Thoislation.] 

Legation  of  Francb  in  the  United  States, 

WashingtoHf  January  5,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  acknowledging  the  receipt,  nnder  date  of  the  15th  of  last  November, 
of  your  excellency's  note  dated  the  eighth  of  the  same  month,  in  relation  to  the 
reclamation  of  Mr.  Fran9ois  Boug^re,  I  informed  you  that  I  would  take  prompt 
measures  for  obtaining  at  New  Orleans  a  more  detailed  information,  botn  with 
respect  to  the  facts  which  had  caused  the  complaint  of  that  Frenchman,  and  his 
previous  conduct  and  the  position  he  had  held  fit)m  the  commencement  of  the 
war.  I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  excellency  another  memorial 
which  Mr.  Bougdre  has  sent  to  the  Emperor's  consul  at  New  Orleans,  and  which 
will  meet,  I  trust,  all  the  objections  contained  in  your  note  of  the  15th  November. 

I  again  call  the  benevolent  and  just  attention  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  to  this  matter. 

I  embrace  this  occasion,  sir,  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of 
my  high  consideration. 

HENEI  MEECIEK. 


fTraiifllAtioD*! 

Niw  Oruuks,  DtemUr  8,  1862. 
A  (U  Omnd  ^  FroMOi,  of  New  Orkatu: 

8iE :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  being  informed  of  the  reply  which  the  honorable  the  Seo- 
retwj  of  State  of  the  United  States  has  given  to  the  ambassador  of  France,  respecting  the 
isdaoMtion  which  I  addressed  to  yon  seeking  an  indemnity  for  the  losses  which  the  military 
authorities  of  the  United  States  in  Loui«lana  have  caused  me. 

His  excellency  the  ambaf^sador,  in  order  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  honorable  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  hsks  that  I  should  furnish  him  with  more  fiill 
information. 

first  With  respect  to  the  oondnct  I  have  observed  towards  the  United  States. 

Second.  Upon  the  facts  in*  themselves  upon  which  my  reclamation  is  based,  with  the 
recommendation  to  avoid  every  exaggeration,  and  only  to  base  my  reclamation  upon  ii^tB, 
the  irrefntable  proof  of  which  can  be  adduced. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  satisfy  at  one  and  the  same  time  both  the  ambassador  and  the  Secre* 
tary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  that  my  conduct  towards  the  United  States  has  been  that 
of  the  most  complete  neutrality,  and  that  there  is  nothing  in  my  reclamation  which  is  In 
the  least  degree  exaggerated,  and  which  is  not  much  below  the  losses  which  I  have  suffered 
through  the  action  of  the  military  authorities  in  Louisiana. 

I  am  now  sixty-six  years  of  age.  I  arrived  in  Louisiana  In  1819,  some  forty-three  yean 
■go.  My  vocation  has  been  that  of  a  merchant,  and  I  have  always  had  the  intention 
{mmm)  of  returning  to  France.  It  was  only  from  circumstances  brought  about  by  the 
«mrse  of  business  that  I  became  a  sugar  planter,  and  with  a  view  of  saving  the  means  I 
had  aoqnired,  always  with  the  hope  of  returning  to  my  native  ooimtry  whenever  favorable 
opportunities  should  enable  me  to  realise  my  pecuniary  means,  disseminated  through  several 
perishes  in  Louisiana. 

My  course  of  conduct  is  well  known.  Every  one  knows  that,  during  my  long  residenoe 
b  LouUiana.  I  have  never  taken  part  in  any  political  questioi,  and  that  I  have  never 
troubled  myself  about  municipal,  public,  parochial,  or  political  matters.  This  Uct  is  so 
well  known  and  so  indubitable,  that  I  do  not  think  it  possible  to  find  in.,|^i||i4^na> JUiglf .  J 
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person  to  contradict  It.  I  appeal  thereon  to  all  those  who  have  known  mo,  and  to  all  the 
French  agents Jor  New  Orleans,  if  ever  they  have,  dariyg  more  than  forty-three  years,  heard 
my  name  mentioned  as  heing  connected,  either  closely  or  remotely,  directly  or  indirectly, 
with  any  political  oRsociation  whatever.  I  was  thus  living,  occupied  in  my  own  iudividoal 
ajQGeUrs,  when  the  political  troubles  and  secession  broke  out  in  Louisiana  It  is  not  at  my 
age,  (over  sixty-six,)  Mr.  Consul,  that  people  cbanace  their  principles  and  their  manner  of 
life.  I  was  thus  continuing  my  style  of  life,  keeping  off  with  care  all  occasions  of  discuss* 
Ing  political  affairs,  and  living  in  the  most  retired  manner,  sometimes  upon  my  plantation, 
and  at  others  in  New  Orleans.  This  inflexible  rule  of  neutrality  had  for  its  unfortunate 
effect  the  bringing  upon  myself  the  suspicions,  the  annoyances,  and  the  persecutions  of  the 
partisans  of  secession,  which  persecutions  were  seriously  felt  by  me  some  d^iys  prior  even  to 
the  fiEital  military  expedition  which  caused  me  so  many  losses.  In  fact,  I  wad  threatened 
by  the  partisans  of  the  south,  who  accused  me  of  servingrthe  cause  ojf  the  federals,  and  who, 
after  having  invaded  my  domicile  and  having  helped  themselves  to  whatever  suited  them 
in  my  house,  threatened  me  with  setting  it  on  fire,  or  otherwise  to  fire  upon  the  steamers 
of  the  United  States,  and  thus  to  cause  the  destruction  of  my  property  by  the  gunboats 
which  pass  on  the  Mississippi  in  front  of  my  plantation. 

The  number  of  negroes  in  the  parish  of  8t.  Charles,  where  I  reside,  as  well  as  in  the 
neighboring  parishes,  exceeds  by  far  the  number  of  whites,  as  everybody  knows.  During 
these  times  of  civil  dissensions  much  uneAsiness  was  created  with  reference  to  the  police  of 
the  slaves,  and  apprehensions  of  servile  outbreaks  were  felt,  in  consequence  of  which, 
patrols  were  organised,  and  as  I  resided  upon  the  spot,  I  was  obliged  sometimes  to  act  with 
them,  notwithstanding  my  advanced  age,  and  my  love  for  seclusion  and  retirement.  On 
the  arrival  of  the  fedeials  at  New  Orleans  I  ceased  entirely  to  perform  this  service. 

I  assure  you,  Mr.  Consul,  that  I  have  never  in  my  life  done  anything  which  could  cause 
me  to  lose  the  protection  of  the  French  government,  to  which  I  have  ever  laid  claim,  and 
which  I*have  never  renounced ;  /or  I  hold  as  much  to  my  character  of  a  Frenchman  as  to 
my  very  existence.  It  is  with  a  feeling  of  pain  and  regret  that  I  have  seen  myself  misrep- 
resented to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  ^tate  of  the  United  Stites,  as  havhig  espoused  a 
oanse  opposed  to  the  United  States,  held  cabals  with  insurgent  bands,  supplied  them  with 
rations,  means,  and  equipments,  for  their  insurrection  against  the  United  btates. 

Be  pleased,  Mr.  Consul,  to  assure  the  French  authorities  that  these  accusations  are  folse 
and  malicious,  and  that  to  disprove  them  it  is  only  necessary  to  question  all  those  who 
know  me.  and  who  have  been  enabled  to  form  an  opinion  of  me  during  my  long  career  in 
this  country. 

I  shall  add  to  this  letter,  Mr.  Consul,  if  it  be  necessary,  the  attestations  of  several  respect- 
able persons,  which  will  fully  satisfy  you  as  to  the  sentiments  which  I  may  have  manifebted, 
and  as  to  the  conduct  which  I  have  always  observed  towards  the  United  States,  and  in 
which  there  has  been  nothing  hostile  towards  them. 

Referring  now  to  the  facts  which  are  the  cause  of  my  reclamation,  I  remark  that  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  State  makes  the  objection  that  the  allegations  of  my  claim  are  vague, 
and  not  entirely  correct,  and  that  they  are  not  supported  either  by  my  oath  or  by  any  other 
testimony. 

With  regard  to  the  oath  this  is  an  erroneous  assertion,  for  I  have  had  the  honor  of  being 
sworn  by  you,  Mr.  Consul,  and  my  oath  attesting  the  truth  of  my  reclamation  will  be  found 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  petition  which  I  have  addressed  to  you.  As  to  the  reproach  of  tho 
want  of  correctness  in  the  allegations  of  my  petition,  I  humbly  refer  you  to  my  petitions 
and  I  beg  you  to  consider  whether  it  Is  possible  to  state  with  more  clearness  that  the  troop, 
of  the  United  States  have  taJLen  my  slaves  from  me,  and  the  property  therein  enumerated, 
and  have  caused  me  the  damage,  the  reparation  of  which  I  now  claim ;  but  as  the  report 
made  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  contains  many  minute  details,  it  becomes  neoessarj 
to  examine  these  minute  details  in  order  to  demonstrate  their  want  of  correctness. 

The  honorable  Secretary  of  State  says  that,  agreeably  to  the  report  made  to  tho  War 
Department  by  the  military  authorities,  the  troops  did  not  forcibly  take  from  me  any  slaves ; 
that  my  slaves  voluntarily  followed  the  expedition ;  that  one-half  of  my  slaves  had  alread/ 
abandoned  my  plantation  before  the  arrival  of  the  expedition  ;  that  the  expedition  did  not  give 
any  command,  any  order,  any  advice,  to  take  my  negroes  from  me,  and  that  no  one  of  the  ex- 
pedition has  contributed  to  their  being  taken  from  me ;  that  their  flight  was  a  voluntary  one 
on  the  part  of  the  slaves ;  that  the  troops  of  the  United  States  received  and  gave  an  asylum 
to  but  one  of  my  nexroes,  (wounded  by  a  musket  ball,)  and  that  they  only  received  him 
for  the  purpose  of  affording  him  medical  treatment ;  that  I  came  and  drove  my  cattle  ia 
the  woods,  and  that  I  plaml  my  slaves  in  my  sugar-house,  whence  they  escaped  to  join  the 
expedition  ;  that  they  only  took  two  poor  horses  upon  my  plantation,  only  one  of  which 
belonged  to  me,  and  that  they  did  not  take  anything  else,  neither  provisions  nor  othor 
effects,  and  that  if  I  have  suffered  losses,  my  negroes  were  those  who  took  from  me  the 
effects  which  I  am  short  of^    Permit  me,  Bir.  Consul,  to  assure  you  that  all  these  assertiona 
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tre  inoorrect.  When  the  military  expedition  arrived  at  mj  house  there  was,  at  the  same 
time,  a  gunboat  anchored  oppoRite  my  lionse,  which  is  npon  the  rirer  baolL.  A  boat  oon- 
tainlng  eight  men,  six  white  men  and  two  negroes,  poshed  off  from  the  gnn1)oat,  and  came 
opposite  to  my  house.  The  men  landed ;  came  into  my  house ;  they  forced  the  locks  of  my 
celUr,  and  of  my  wardroties,  and  ransacked  my  house ;  they  carried  off  my  wines,  liquors, 
brandy,  provlsipns,  &c.,  ftc,  srosshing  the  champagne  and  liquor  bottles,  carrying  off  the 
cases  of  wine  and  many  other  effects.  After  the  seamen  came  the  soldiers,  who  pillaged, 
stole,  and  ransacked  everything  there  was  in  my  house ;  they  respected  nothing ;  they  took 
everything ;  my  pants,  my  olothing,  shirts,  coats,  family  pictures,  and  all  they  could  carry 
off;  even  my  watch,  my  eye  glass,  my  pencil  case  and  gold  spectacles ;  they  went  into  my 
kitchen,  into  my  garden,  into  my  poultry-yard,  and  they  laid  violent  hands  upon  every* 
thing  tiiey  found,  like  real  vandals.  ' 

The  troops  of  the  United  States  took  my  negroes  from  ma  by  force,  and  came  with  that 
intention.     I  so  attest  it  upon  my  honor. 

I  mnst  state  that,  as  I  do  not  speak  English,  they  treated  me  like  the  inhabitants,  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  my  neighbors,  whom  they  have  subjected  to  the  same  treatment ;  for 
it  is  thus  that  the  troops  of  the  United  States  have  bf  haved  towards  the  rebel  citlsens  in 
my  vicinity.  The  troops  only  stopped  at  my  house  but  to  subject  me  to  the  punishment 
which  they  had  ioflictid  upon  the  reputed  rebel  inhabitants  in  my  neighborhood. 

My  negroes  have  always  l)een,  and  are  still,  at  the  camp  of  the  United  States  troops.  I 
have  seen  several  of  them,  who  have  assured  me  that  they  had  been  compelled  to  leave 
my  plantation,  under  threats  to  their  lives  made  by  soldiers  of  the  United  States.  I 
claimed  them.  The  military  refused  them  to  me,  telling  me  that  the  United  States  needed 
them  to  arm  and  make  soldiers  of  them.  It  is  true  that  four  or  five  of  my  slaves  tiad  gone 
off  as  runaways  some  time  prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States  I  have 
included  them  in  my  claim,  because,  in  my  soul  and  conscience,  I  am  convinced  that  they 
have  been  compelled  to  quit  me  by  the  mancsuvres  and  menaces  of  the  soldiers  (tnllitary) 
of  the  United  States. 

I  drove  into  the  woods  a  portion  of  my  cattle,  which  I  wa^  enabled  to  save,  but  that 
does  not  signify  that  the  troops  of  the  United  States  did  not  take  firom  me  what  I  claim, 
and  when  I  speak  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States  there  is  no  error  in  my  mind.  I  state 
that  all  that  I  claim  was  taken  from  me  by  white  soldiers,  Americans,  buth  officers  and 
soldiers.  My  negroes  have  taken  nothing  from  me ;  the  military  took  everytliing,  and 
have  compelled  my  neg^roes  to  ibllow  them. 

With  ret'pect  to  the  negro  wounded  by  a  musket  ball,  and  taken  up  by  the  federals,  he 
had  been  a  runaway  for  some  time  previous  to  the  expedition,  and  at  a  time  when  the  dis- 
cipline, according  to  the  laws  of  Louisiana,  was  in  force  throughout  the  parish.  This 
negio,  having  l>een  arrested  and  questioned  some  miles  distant  from  my  plantation,  accord- 
ing to  the  information  given  me,  refused  to  surrentler  himself,  and  attempted  to  resist  and 
attack  the  person  who  wanted  to  arrest  him,  and  who  fired  upon  him  with  a  shot-gun  while 
defending  himself  against  him.  The  negro  succeeded  in  escaping,  and  took  refuge  in  the 
camp  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States.  When  I  learned  that  it  was  my  manager  who 
had  fired  upon  the  negro,  I  rebuked  him  for  so  doing.  He  justified  himself  by  telling  me 
that  he  had  done  so  in  self-defence ;  but  notwithstanding  his  explanations,  I  further  re- 
buked him,  and  dismissed  him  and  took  another  manager,  a  Frenchman  like  myself,  who 
was  upon  my  plantation  when  my  property  was  invaded,  and  whose  decUration  I  will  send 
you  should  it  be  necessary. 

The  troops  of  the  United  States  took  three  horses  from  me,  one  of  which  cost  me  four 
hundred  dollars,  and  for  which  I  refused  six  hundred  d'dlars,  another  two  hundred  dollars, 
and  the  third  one  belonging  to  one  of  my  friends,  to  whom  I  am  responsible  therefor.  I 
can  add,  for  the  support  of  my  statementti,  the  depositions  of  many  respectable  persons. 

You  will  be  satisfied,  (convinced.)  Mr.  Consul,  that  my  reclamatitm  is  true ;  that  the  losses 
I  have  suffered  are  true,  and  suiitained  by  proofs ;  and  that,  far  from  being  exaggerated, 
the  indemnity  which  I  claim  but  very  indifferently  and  imperfectly  covers  the  injury  I  have 
experienced. 

Accept,  Mr.  Consul,  the  assurance  of  my  gptttltude  for  the  protection  which  yon  have 
been  pleased  to  extend  to  me  during  these  times  of  misfortune  and  ruin. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  very  obedient  servant, 

FBAN9OI8  boug£bb. 

Mr.  Francois  Boug^re  declares,  under  the  oath  which  he  has  regularly  (duly)  taken  before 
us,  the  truth  of  the  facts  above  stated,  and  protests  in  the  most  solemn  manner  against  all 
or  any  one  it  may  concern,  and  especially  against  the  government  of  the  United  (itates,  for 
all  costs,  damages,  and  interests,  for  the  losses  which  he  has  sustained,  and  which  he  esti- 
mates at  the  sum  of  eighty-eight  thousand  e'ght  hundred  dollars. 

And  of  the  s^d  depwitlons  and  protests  he  having  asked  of  us  a  copy,  we  have  granted 
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the  same  unto  him,  which  he  has  agahi  signed  after  the  reading  thereof,  on  this  8fh  daj  of 
December,  1862. 

FRAN9OIS  BOUGfiRB. 
A  true  copy : 

FAUOONNET, 
He  Chancellor  qf  the  OonMtOate. 

[siAL  Of  OOHSULATI.]  COUNT  MEJAN,  Omnd. 


Mr,  Merder  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Translation.] 


Lbgation  of  France  in  the  United  States, 

WcuhingUm^  January  17,  1863. 

Sir  :  Tour  excellency,  in  replying,  on  the  3d  of  November,  1862,  to  a  com- 
munication  from  this  legation,  nnder  date  of  the  29th  of  August  of  the  same 
vear,  in  reference  to  the  fine  which  had  heen  imposed  by  order  No.  55,  issued 
by  General  Butler,  upon  Messrs.  Rochereau  &  Co^  Jeannet,  Questier  &  Co., 
and  Levyis,  French  subjects,  and  in  communicating  to  me  the  extracts  from  a 
report  which  General  Butler  had  addressed  upon  tne  same  subject  to  the  War 
Department,  did  me  the  honor  to  say  to  me  that,  upon  a  cursory  examination 
of  that  report,  you  had  been  disposed  to  consider  the  claimants  as  having  lost 
all  right  to  being  treated  as  unoffending  neutrals  by  taking  an  active  part  in 
the  civil  war  having  for  its  aim  the  overthrow  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States.  Your  excellency  was  pleased  also  to  inform  me  at  the  same  time,  while 
recommending  to  my  attention  the  report  of  General  Butler,  that  the  government 
of  the  United  States  would  await  a  new  expression  of  the  views  of  the  Emperor's 
legation  upon  the  affair  under  consideration  before  making  a  definite  reply  to 
the  note  of  the  29th  of  August  , 

With  respect  to  the  legality  itself  of  the  act  which  the  Frenchmen  above 
mentioned  have  had  to  suffer,  I  have  already  had  occasion  10  express  to  your 
excellency,  through  a  note  under  date  of  the  14th  November,  how  desirable  it 
would  be  that  the  federal  government  should  adopt  the  necessary  measure^,  that 
the  Frenchmen  who  were  subjected  at  New  Orleans  to  an  exceptional  form  of 
government  should  have  an  efficient  guarantee,  in  the  shape  of  a  legal  recourse, 
against  the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  an  authority  which  seemed  without  any 
control ;  and  your  excellency  informed  me,  confidentially,  in  a  note  dated  the 
18th  November,  that  a  judge  had  been  designated  to  go  to  New  Orleans,  with 
the  necessaiy  powers  to  inquire  into,  without  delay,  all  the  reclamations  which 
might  arise  in  that  city. 

This  determination  of  the  federal  government  cannot,  doubtless,  fail  to  produce 
results  calculated  to  satisfy  us ;  but,  in  the  meanwhile,  I  have  made  efforts  to 
enable  me  to  reply  to  the  various  allegations  which  tend  to  bring  (raise)  sus- 
picions upon  the  neutrality  of  our  countrymen,  and  I  take  the  liberty  to  submit 
to  your  excellency  the  following  suggestions : 

At  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  militia  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  pre- 
vious to  the  occupation  of  New  Orleans  by  the  federal  forces,  the  foreigners 
were  included  therein,  notwithstanding  the  protests  of  their  agents,  and  particu- 
larly that  of  the  Emperor's  consul.  The  only  thing  that  could  be  obtained  was 
that,  when  formed  into  special  corps,  they  should  not  be  compelled  to  go  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  city,  in  which  they  would  only  serve  as  a  police.  It  was  upon 
these  conditions  that  Mr.  Rochereau  was  elected  colonel  by  the  members  of  the 
French  legion,  and  not  as  having  been  appointed  by  the  governor  of  Louisiana. 

The  governor  having  repeatedly  offered  arms  to  the  legion,  the  latter,  having 
been  cautioned  by  the  consul  of  France,  and  understandm^  fiilljr^he  jlifference 
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which  exists  between  the  service  in  a  citj  guard  and  an  active  service  which 
might  compromit  it  both  towards  the  government  of  the  United  States  and  that 
of  the  Emperor,  always  refused  to  receive  theuL  Besides,  the  foreign  corps 
only  did  service  during  the  week  which  elapsed  between  the  arrival  of  the  fleet 
and  that  of  the  federal  forces,  and  they  have  contributed  materially  to  rescue 
the  city  from  the  sacking  with  which  it  was  threatened ;  this  is  a  fact  which 
has  been  acknowledged  by  Admiral  Farr^gut  and  by  General  Butler  himself. 
By  proving  the  extent  to  which  the  action  of  Mr.  Bochereau  was  confined,  at 
the  time  he  was  the  colonel  of  a  foreign  corps,  it  is  clear  that  the  accusation 
brought  against  him  falls  of  itself  to  die  ground  ;  neither  can  it  be  more  fully 
Bostained  against  Messrs.  Jeennet,  Questier  &  Co.,  one  of  whose  clerks  was 
serving  in  the  legion  under  the  same  conditions  as  Mr.  Rochereau ;  and  with 
respect  to  the  secret  sympathies  for  the  southern  cause  which  are  charged  to 
the  house  of  Mr.  Levvis,  it  will  be  enough  to  state  that  Mr.  Lewis,  now  con- 
cerned in  this  case,  has  left  New  Orleans  some  fourteen  years  since,  and  is,  since 
that  period,  established  in  Paris. 

Finally,  it  is  shown  that  the  Messieurs  Rochereau,  as  well  as  the  Messieurs 
Jeannet,  Questier  &  Co.,  have  not  subscribed  to  the  loan  for  their  own  account, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  for  their  employers,  residing  in  France.  Their  action  is 
justified  by  this  fact,  that  they  had  received  important  (large)  sums  for  these 
employers,  at  a  period  when  the  transmission  of  the  funds  to  France  was  out  of 
the  question,  owing  to  the  blockade,  and  in  view  of  the  enormous  loss  by  ex- 
change, which  had  fallen  to  two  francs  and  eighty  centimes  to  the  dollar. 

The  collections  had  been  naturally  made  in  confederate  billt5,  (notes,)  and  the 
mandatories  could  not  think  of  keeping  these  values  when  thev  were  threatened 
-  daily  with  a  new  r^epreciation ;  it  was,  therefore,  as  natural  as  legitimate  to  place 
(invest)  them  in  the  most  advantageous  manner.  This  is  what  these  gentlemen 
tiiought  they  were  doing  by  purchasing,  from  second  hands  and  through  brokers, 
bon£  issued  by  the  munici{»litv  of  New  Orleans,  acting  in  virtue  of  regular 
powers,  and  without  troubling  themselves  about  the  intended  use  of  the  loan, 
which,  moreover,  was  never  put  to  that  to  which  it  had  been  intentionally  des- 
tined. 

Therefore,  and  after  having  collected  with  respect  to  the  neutrality  of  my 
fellow-countrymen  the  most  satisfactory  information,  I  again  come  to  ask  ^om 
the  even-handed  justice  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  the  restitution 
of  the  sums  the  payment  of  which  has  been  imposed  by  General  Butler,  by  way 
of  a  fine,  upon  unoffending  neutrals.  A  solution  of  this  affair  is  the  more  press- 
ing, since  General  Butler  has,  by  a  new  order,  under  date  of  the  9th  December, 
1862,  imposed  upon  the  same  persons,  to  the  same  effect  and  for  the  same 
reasons,  a  fine  equal  to  that  imposed  once  before — that  is  to  say,  of  the  one* 
fourth  of  their  subscription  to  the  loan,  which  now  amounts  to  the  one-half  of  it. 
I  need  scarcely  call  your  excellency's  attention  to  the  character  of  this  new 
measure,  and  I  am  confident  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  will  ren- 
der justice  therein,  as  in  the  first  one. 

The  copy  of  the  letter,  enclosed  herewith,  addressed  to  General  Butler  by  a 
Frenchman  residing  in  Paris,  whose  funds  were  deposited  in  the  house  of  Mr. 
Questier,  and  upon  which  a  fine  of  $1,250  was  imposed,  and  which  the  new 
<mLer  will  raise  to  $2,500,  will  serve  to  demonstrate  tQ  your  excellency  the 
iniquitous  and  deplorable  effects  of  a  measure  the  legality  of  which  could  not  be 
mamtained  even  in  principle. 

I  embrace  this  occasion,  sir,  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  my 
high  consideration.  * 

HENRI  MEROIER. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc„  ^c,  ^. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Mercier. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  February  24,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  Hare  carefullj  coneidered  the  communication  of  Charles  Heidaick, 
which  you  have  placed  in  my  hands,  and  given,  also,  as  I  trust,  due  weight  to 
the  representations  which  you  have  submitted  to  me  upon  the  subject  in  ques- 
tion. I  have  also  made  inquiry  of  the  military  authorities  who  were  concerned 
in  the  transaction  at  New  Orleans,  of  which  Mr.  Heidsick  complains.  But  I 
am  unable  to  announce  a  change,  on  my  part,  of  the  convictions  1  have  hereto- 
fore expressed  to  yon  concerning  his  case. 

I  learn  that  when  New  Orleans  was  recovered  from  the  insurgents  and  brought 
into  military  occupation  by  the  national  forces,  that  city  had  a  large  quantity  of 
flour,  bought,  paid  for,  and  stored  at  Mobile,  and  the  municipal  authorities  of 
New  Orleans  de-sired  permission  to  have  the  flour  brought  to  the  city  for  the 
benefit  of  the  inhabitants  threatened  with  famine.  The  commanding  general, 
Major  General  Butler,  assented  to  this  proposition,  and  a  general  order  was  made, 
to  the  effect  that  a  steamboat  might  pass  from  Mobile  to  New  Orleans,  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  the  flour  to  the  latter  place,  but  upon  the  express  consider- 
ation that  no  passengers  should  be  allowea  upon  the  steamer  except  Mr.  Green- 
wood, the  agent  of  the  city  government  of  New  Orleans.  The  steamer  Dick 
Keys  was  used,  and  after  she  had  made  three  voyages,  she  was  put  into  the 
insurgent  service,  and  the  Natchez  was  substituted  for  the  transportation  of  the 
flour  from  Mobile  to  New  Orleans.  About  the  end  of  June,  1862,  the  miyor 
general  discovered  that  contraband  commodities  were  carried  by  means  of  this 
steamer  between  the  insurgents  at  Mobile  and  New  Orleans,  respectively. 

Charles  Heidsick  was  domiciled  at  Mobile,  and  became  there  a  tender  or  waiter 
at  the  bar-room  of  the  truce  boat  Dick  Keys,  on  her  trip  from  that  city  to  New 
Orleans.  The  military  authorities  at  New  Orleans  understood  that  he  obtained 
this  place  through  a  feigned  sickness  of  the  incumbent  of  it.  Mr.  Heidsick's 
position  in  society  was  that  of  a  gentleman  and  merchant,  selling  wines,  not  in 
one  country  alone,  but  extensively  in  Europe,  as  well  as  in  America.     The  sim- 

tpact  of  his  descending  to  an  occupation  so  obscure  and  humble  as  that  of  a 
keeper  on  a  mere  freight  boat,  was  calculated  to  draw  down  suspicion  upon 
him  from  the  necessarily  vigilant  military  authorities.  He  virtually  confesses 
this;  for  he  answers  that  his  purpose  in  taking  upon  himself  the  occupation 
was,  to  get  letters  to  his  address  which  he  understood  were  lying  in  the  French 
consulate  at  New  Orleans.  This  confession  is  accompanied  wid^  the  statement 
that  he  wished  to  obtain  from  the  occupation  the  profits  which  could  be  derived 
from  selling  his  wines,  these  profits  being  rendered  important  to  him  by  a  reverse 
of  his  pecuniary  affairs.  But,  certainly,  Major  General  Butler  could  be  expected 
to  know  nothing  of  these  compound  motives  or  objects  of  Mr.  Heidsick.  He 
could  only  know  Mr.  Heidsick  as  he  appeared  to  the  public  view.  But  Mr. 
Heidsick  says  that  his  name  was  fully  registered,  and  was  repoited  to  the  mili- 
tary authorities  without  objection  being  made.  This  is  true ;  but  what  reasoii 
had  Major  General  Butler,  when  he  saw  the  name  of  Charles  Heidsick  as  servant 
on  board  the  Dick  Keys,  to  identify  him  with  Charles  Heidsick  of  the  renowned 
champagne  vineyards  in  France?  Again,  it  is  admitted  that  Mr.  Heidsick  pur- 
sued his  humble  occupation  on  board  of  the  boat  after  he  had  obtained  or  might 
have  obtained  his  letters,  although  one  voyage  ought  to  have  sufficed  for 
that  purpose.  Major  General  Butler  seems  to  have  been  warranted  in  sus- 
pecting tnat  the  object  of  selling  wines,  when  it  was  avowed,  was  a  pretence,  for, 
without  explanation,  it  is  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  the  crew  of  so  pitiful  a 
steamer  as  the  Dick  Keys  would  buy  enough  champagne  of  the  bar  tender  to 
indemnify  him  for  his  time  and  expenses  in  selling  it  tp  them.     Nor^oes  it 
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seem  to  have  been  altogether  unreasonable  on  the  part  of  Major  General  Bntler 
to  regard  with  suspicion  the  coincidence  of  the  same  Charles  Heidsick  being  a 
bar-keeper  not  only  on  the  Dick  Keys  when  she  was  plying  between  Mobile 
and  New  Orleans,  and  his  being  found  exercising  exactly  the  same  occupation  on 
the  Natchez,  when  that  vessel  replaced  the  Dick  Keys  in  the  same  trade. 

Ultimately,  however,  the  Natchez  was  found  comine  again  to  New  Orleans, 
and  then  Mr.  Charles  Heidsick,  now  in  the  character  of  a  bearer  of  despatches. 
He  ceased  to  be  a  bar- tender  when  the  intelligence  boat  ceased  to  ply, 
by  Major  General  Butler's  permission,  between  Mobile  and  New  Orleans.  On 
his  coming  to  New  Orleans  in  his  new  character,  he  was  arrested  on  the  suspi- 
cion of  his  being  a  spy.  His  explanations  were  not  satisfactory.  He  was  com- 
mitted to  Fort  Jackson,  which  was  at  that  time  the  only  military  prison  in  the 
department  of  Major  Greneral  Butler.  The  French  consul  at  New  Orleans  pre- 
sented Heidsick's  case  to  you,  and  you  represented  the  same  to  me.  Major 
General  Butler  reported  upon  it  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  that  report  wa^ 
submitted  to  me.  The  interference  of  this  department  for  the  release  of  Heid- 
sick on  a  specific  parole  caused  his  discharge  from  confinement  in  lieu  of  his 
being  tried  by  the  proper  tribunal  as  a  spy,  with  whatever  of  hazards  might 
have  attended  that  proceeding.  Having  received  his  discharge  upon  that  con- 
dition, his  complaint  that  he  has  had  no  trial  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  a  reason- 
able one.  Upon  a  careful  review  of  the  case,  I  am  obliged  to  conclude  that  the 
privations  of  which  Mr.  Heidsick  complains  were  drawn  down  upon  himself  by 
conduct  and  proceedings  which  were  imprudent,  even  if  not  dangerous,  and  in 
intended  violation  of  the  military  rules  and  regulations  established  at  New 
Orleans.  Nor  can  his  complaint  that  he  was  not  allowed  an  examination  or 
trial  be  allowed.  It  is  understood  by  this  government  from  the  military 
authorities  at  New  Orleans  that  he  would  have  been  proceeded  against  and 
tried  by  competent  authority  upon  the  charge  of  bein^  a  spy.  He  did  not 
wait  the  public  convenience  in  that  respect,  but  appealed  through  the  interven- 
tion of  his  government,  and  his  release  was  conceded  upon  the  ground  of  comity 
and  good  will  towards  France,  irrespectively  of  the  merits  of  the  complaints 
which  were  pending  against  Mr.  Heidsick.  He  having  thus  been  discharged, 
and  having  left  the  military  department  where  the  transaction  occurred,  it  is 
now  altogether  too  late  to  bring  him  to  trial  upon  the  complaint  on  which  he 
was  originaUy  confined. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my 
high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Mr.  Hbnry  Mbrcier,  Sfc.y  ifc.,  ifc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Mercier, 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  6,  1863. 

Sir  :  This  department  has  received  a  further  report  from  the  military  au- 
thorities at  New  Orleans  relative  to  the  complaint  of  Messrs.  Rochereau  &  Co. 
presented  by  you.  From  this  report  it  appears  that  William  B.  Hepp,  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  is  a  special  partner  of  that  house,  and  prior  to  first  of 
October  last  took  the  oath  of  allegiance.  The  fund  to  which  the  firm  were 
subscribers  was  notoriously  designed  to  defend  the  city  of  New  Orleans  against 
the  United  States,  and  the  subscription  was  voluntary  on  their  part. 

It  having  become  indispensable,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commanding  general  at 
that  city,  to  levy  a  tax  to  save  the  poor  there  from  starvation,  it  was  deemed 
equitable  to  apportion  the  share  of  Messrs.  Rochereau  &  Go.  with  reference  to 

48    M  -.y.u.^v..y     ^^^^^.^ 
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their  saoscription  adverted  to,  especially  as  the  persons  for  whom  the  relief  was 
designed  were,  for  the  most  part,  the  wives,  children,  and  other  dependents  of 
insurgents  in  arms  against  the  United  States. 

The  first  instalment  exacted  amounted  to  five  thousand  dollars.    No  other 
has  since  heen  paid. 

The  right  of  General  Butler  to  make  the  exaction  under  the  circumstances  is 
believed  to  be  clear  in  itself,  and  in  accordance  with  precedents  in  other  coun- 
tries, especially  in  Europe.  It  is  not  to  be  understood,  however,  that  the  claim 
of  Messrs.  Rochereau  &  Company  to  restitution  of  that  part  of  the  sum  exacted, 
in  which  Mr.  Hepp,  as  a  member  of  the  firm,  is  not  interested,  is  definitively 
denied.  That  question  must  be  reserved  for  further  consideration. 
I  have  tne  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Mr.  Hbnry  Mergibb,  Sfc,,  ^.,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Mercier  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[TransIaUoQ.] 

Legation  of  France  in  United  States, 

Washington,  March  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  the  note  your  excellency  has  done  me  the  honor  to 
address  to  me,  of  to-day's  date,  as  well  as  the  copy  of  the  letter  and  of  the 
order  of  General  Shepley,  relative  to  the  appointment  of  a  commission  of  in- 
quiry, which  shall  be  charged  with  ascertaining  the  facts  which  have  caused  the 
complaint  of  Mr.  Boug^re. 

In  thanking  your  excellency  for  this  communication,  1  take  the  liberty  again 
to  say  to  you  that  an  investigation  conducted  under  such  conditions  seems  to 
me  the  best  means  of  arriving  at  the  truth  of  the  facts,  and,  consequently,  at  an 
equitable  settlement  of  claims,  and  I  shall  regard  with  great  satisfaction  all 
those  my  countirmen  have  to  make,  worthy  of  submission  henceforth  to  alike  test. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  very  high  consideration. 

HENRI  MERCIER. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Drouyn  de  VHuys  to  Mr.  Mercier. 

[Translation .] 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Political  Division, 

Paris,  April  23,  1863. 

Sir  :  Events  in  Poland  have  awakened  pre-occupations  common  to  all  the 
cabinets. 

Whether  in  fact  the  strife  which  has  burst  out  be  looked  upon  from  the  staud- 
point  of  humanity,  or  from  that  of  political  interests,  it  must  fix  the  solicitude  of 
the  powers.  The  disturbances  which  are  periodically  renewed  attest  the  per- 
manence of  difficulties  which  time  has  not  smoothed  away,  and  demonstrated 
once  again  the  dangers  they  involve.  Alike  involved  with  these  considerations, 
the  courts  of  France,  of  England,  and  of  Austria,  have  opened  conferences  with 
the  view  of  presenting  in  concert  to  the  cabinet  of  St.  Petersburgh  the  reflections 
which  this  state  of  things  suggests ;  and  they  have  at  once  agreed  to  address  to 
their  representatives  near  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  Alexander,  despatches  which 
they  have  simultaneously  remitted  to  the  Russian  government 
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You  wiD  find  herewith  a  copj  of  our  communication.  Those  of  England  and 
Austria  are  conceived  in  the  same  sense. 

In  preparing  this  document  our  aim  has  heen  to  make  ourselves  as  much  as 
possible  the  faithful  interpreters  of  general  opinion.  We  have  refrained  from 
every  order  of  ideas  whicn  had  been  peculiar  to  us ;  we  have  not  oflfered  any 
observation  which  the  other  courts  could  not  appropriate  as  theirs.  We  believe, 
therefore,  that  we  have  reason  to  hope  that  the  views  developed  by  the  Em- 
peror's government  will  obtain  the  assent  of  all  the  cabinets,  and  that  they  will 
voluntanly  support  the  manifestation  near  the  court  of  St.  Petersburgh. 

I  request  you,  therefore,  to  give  a  reading  of  the  present  despatch  to  Mr. 
Seward,  and  leaving  at  the  same  time  in  his  hands  a  copy  of  that  which  I  send 
you  annexed.  We  call  for  the  official  adhesion  of  the  different  governments, 
and  we  like  to  be  persuaded  that  they  will  willingly  defer  to  the  wish  which  we 
express  to  them,  either  by  addressing  to  the  court  of  Bussia  a  communication 
similar  to  ours,  or  by  presenting  to  it  analogous  considerations.  The  good  rela- 
tions T^ich  exist  between  the  government  of  the  United  States  and  the  court 
of  Bussia  cannot  but  give  greater  weight  to  counsels  presented  in  a  friendly 
form ;  and  we  rely  entirely  on  the  cabinet  of  Washington  to  appreciate  the 
measure  in  which  it  will  be  able  most  satisfactorily  to  open  its  views  to  the 
Bussian  government. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

DBOUYN  DE  L'HUYS. 

Mr.  Mbrcibb, 

Minister  of  the  Emperor  at  Washington, 


The  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  Duke  of  Montehello,  ambassador  of 
France  at  St,  Petersburgh, 

DuKB :  The  insurrection  of  which  the  kingdom  of  Poland  is  at  this  moment 
the  theatre  has  awakened  in  Europe  lively  preoccupations  in  the  midst  of  a 
repose  which  no  near  event  seemed  likely  to  disturb.  The  deplorable  effusion 
of  blood  of  which  this  strife  is  the  occasion,  and  the  melancholy  incidents  which 
characterize  it,  excite  at  the  same  time  an  emotion  as  general  as  it  is  profound. 

The  government  of  his  Majesty  obeys,  therefore,  a  duty  in  expressing  to  the 
court  of  Bussia  the  reflection  which  this  state  of  things  is  of  a  nature  to  suggest, 
and  in  calling  its  solicitude  to  the  inconvenience  and  the  delays  which  it  draws 
alo^  with  it. 

That  which  characterizes  the  agitations  of  Poland,  Mons.  le  Due,  which  causes 
their  exceptional  importance,  is  that  they  are  not  the  results  of  a  passing  crisis. 
Effects  which  are  reproduced,  almost  invariably,  in  each  genen^on,  cannot  be 
attributed  to  causes  purely  accidental.  Convulsions  that  are  become  periodical 
are  symptoms  of  an  inveterate  disease ;  they  attest  the  powerlessness  of  the 
combinations  thus  far  imagined  to  reconcile  Poland  to  the  situation  made  for  it. 
On  the  other  hand,  these  too  frequent  perturbations  are,  every  time  they  break 
out,  a  subject  of  uneasiness  and  alarm.  Poland,  which  occupies  a  central  posi- 
tion on  the  continent,  cannot  be  agitated  without  the  various  States  situated  in 
the  neighborhood  of  its  frontiers  si:^ering  an  agitation  the  recoil  of  which  makes 
itself  felt  throughout  Europe.  This  has  happened  at  every  epoch  when  the 
Poles  have  resorted  to  arms.  These  conflicts,  as  may  be  judged  by  that  of 
which  we  are  at  this  moment  witnesses,  have  not  only  as  their  consequence  the 
excitements  of  mind  in  a  disquieting  manner ;  in  their  prolongation  they  disturb 
the  relations  of  cabinets,  and  provoke  the  most  regretable  complications.  It  is 
the  eonunon  interest  of  all  powers  to  see  definitively  set  aside  dangers  which  are 
constantly  reviving.  ^-^  ^ 
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We  like  to  hope,  Mons.  le  Due,  that  the  court  of  Russia  will  receive,  in  the 
feeling  which  has  dictated  them  to  us,  considerations  so  worthy  of  its  attention. 
It  will  prove  itself  to  be  animated,  we  trust,  by  liberal  dispositions,  of  which 
the  reign  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  Alexander  has  already  given  such  striking 
testimonials,  and  will  recognize,  in  its  wisdom,  the  opportunity  to  devise  means 
for  placing  Poland  in  conditions  of  lasting  peace. 

1  on  will  please  to  remit  a  copy  of  this  despatch  to  his  excellency  the  Prince 
Gortschakon. 

Accept,  &c., 

DROUYN  DE  L'HDYS. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Mercier, 


Department  of  State,         • 

Washington,  June  24,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  the  original  of  a  report,  bearing  date 
the  8th  instant,  from  Greneral  G.  F.  Shepley,  military  governor  of  Louisiana, 
upon  the  case  of  Francois  Bougdre,  a  Frenchman,  which  case  has  heretofore 
been  a  subject  of  correspondence  between  this  department  and  the  legation  of 
France.  After  you  shall  have  examined  the  report  adverted  to,  I  w^  thank 
you  to  return  it,  with  any  observations  in  regard  to  ittwhich  may  have  occurred 
to  you. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion,  sir,  to  offer  to  you  a  renewed  assurance  of  my 
very  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Mr.  Henry  Mercier,  Sfc.,  Sfc„  Sfc, 


Oeneral  ShepUy  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Stati  of  Louisiana,  Exrouhyb  Dbpartmert, 

New  Orleans,  Jum  8,  1863. 
Sib  :  I  hare  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  a  report  of  Hon.  BioQ  Bradbury,  the  com- 
missioDer  appointed  by  me  to  take  testimoiiy  in  relation  to  the  claim  presented  by  his  ex- 
cellency Henri  Merder,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French, 
in  behalf  of  Francois  Boug&e,  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

The  testimony,  taken  in  writing  by  the  commissioner,  accompanies  his  report. 
I  beg  leave  to  add,  as  the  result  of  careful  inquiry  that  I  hare  personally  made  into  the 
circumstances  of  this  claim,  that  the  claim  of  Mr.  Bouggre,  if  not  wholly  groondl^s,  is 
most  grossly  exaggerated,  and  that  his  losses,  if  any,  ha?e  been  trivial,  and  persons  living 
in  the  vicinity  of  his  plantation  speak  of  him  as  having  taken  an  active  part  in  the  rebel- 
lion, as  having  aided  in  raising  and  equipping  an  artillery  company  for  tiie  rebel  service, 
and  as  having  heretofore  acted  and  voted  as  a  citizen  of  Louisiana. 

The  delay  in  making  this  report  has  been  unavoidable  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of 
witnesses  engaged  in  active  operations  in  the  field. 
With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  F.  SHEPLEY, 
Military  Owemor  qf  Louiaiana. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  SSWABD, 

Secretary  qf  State,  See. 


Special  Order  )  State  of  Louisiana,  Exvcunvs  Dipabticbiit, 

No.  35.       S  New  Orleant,  FAruary  18,  1863. 

Hon.  Bion  Bradbury  is  hereby  appointed  a  commissioner  to  take  testimony  in  relation 
to  the  complaint  of  Francois  Boug&e,  a  French  subject,  of  alleged  spoliations  of  his  prop- 
erty by  the  military  and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States.  OOqIc 
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He  will  summon  before  him  all  officers  in  command  of  the  expedition,  and  take  their 
testimony,  and  that  of  any  other  persons  who  can  afiord  any  evidence  which  will  sub- 
stantiate the  facts  in  the  case.  He  will  also  notify  the  consul  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor 
of  France  that  he  will  receive  and  record,  for  transmission  to  the  State  Department  at 
Washington,  any  testimony  he  may  desire  to  produce  to  substantiate  the  statements  of 
Monsieur  Francois  Bouggre. 

The  object  of  this  commission  is  to  fnmish  for  the  information  of  the  honorable  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  State  Department  an  accurate  report  of  the  exact  facts  in  this  case,  and  he 
will  take  such  testimony  under  oath  as  may  be  necessary  to  do  this,  and  report  the  testi- 
mony itself,  with  his  conclusions  thereoD,  to  this  department. 

By  order  of  Brigadier  General  G.  F.  SHEPLEY, 

Military  Oovemor  qf  Louitiana, 
Jamb  F.  Miller, 

AmttarU  AdfutarU  Otneral, 

Afidaat  of  CdUmd  Stephen  Thonm, 

I,  Stephen  Thomas,  colonel  of  the  eighth  regiment  of  Vermont  volunteers,  on  oath  de 
pose  and  say,  that  I  left  my  camp  at  Algiers  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  August,  A.  D. 
1862,  having  under  my  command  two  companies  of  my  regiment,  a  section  of  artillery,  and 
one  company  of  Massachusetts  cavalry,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Perkins,  for  the  purpose 
of  proceeding  into  the  interior  to  drive  ofif  guerillas,  and  for  forage.  I  encamped  the  first 
night  of  my  departure  at  St.  Charles  court-house,  about  four  miles  below  the  residence  of 
Francois  Boug^re.  I  passed  over  hi^  plantation  between  8  and  9  o'clock  of  the  morning 
of  the  29th  of  August,  and  having  completed  the  object  of  the  expedition,  we  passed,  on 
our  return,  over  the  same  ground,  at  about  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  and 
arrived  at  the  St.  Charles  court-house  just  before  sunset.  I  halted  there  for  refreshment, 
and  threw  out  my  pickets  both  above  and  below  my  command,  with  orders  that  no  soldier 
should  be  permitted  to  go  beyond  the  lines.  As  soon  as  refreshed,  my  command  resumed 
its  march,  and  continued  to  march  all  night,  arriving  at  Algiers  about  10  o'clock  the  next 
day,  (August  30  )  I  did  not  see  Francois  Bougere  at  all.  We  met  many  negroes  on  foot 
and  in  carts,  as  we  went  up,  apparently  starting  for  the  American  lines.  As  we  returned 
the  negroes  began  to  follow  after  us,  and  at  daylight  on  the  30th  of  August  we  found  a 
large  number  of  them  in  our  rear.  Neither  myself,  my  officers,  nor  my  men.,  so  far  as  I 
know,  or  have  reason  to  believe,  seised  or  carried  away  any  of  the  property  of  said  Bou- 
gere, except  two  ordinary  horses,  nor  did  any  of  my  command  endeavor,  in  any  way,  to 
induce  the  negroes  of  said  Bougfre  to  desert  their  master  and  go  with  us.  I  have  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  any  of  my  soldiers  or  officers  entered  the  house  of  the  said  Boug&e  at  all, 
either  in  goiog  up  or  returning. 

Subsequently,  my  attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that  the  said  6oug€re  had  preferred  a 
claim  upon  the  government  of  the  United  States  for  damages  sustained  by  him,  in  conse- 
quence of  spoliations  committed  by  my  command  upon  his  plantation,  and  had  a  conver- 
sation with  him  upon  the  subject,  through  an  interpreter.  This  was  in  the  early  part  of 
December,  A.  D.  1862  In  that  oonversation  he  informed  me  that  about  half  of  his  negroes 
had  left  him  prior  to  the  date  of  my  expedition ;  that  the  remainder  of  his  negroes  and 
hit  property,  with  the  exception  of  three  horses,  were  on  his  plantation  as  late  as  the  even- 
ing of  the  day  that  my  command  passed  over  it,  but  that  during  the  night  the  negroes 
broke  out,  and  that  in  the  morning  he  found  negroes,  mules,  carts,  and  carriages  gone ; 
that  when  I  went  over  his  plantation,  on  my  way  up,  he  was  on  the  rear  of  it,  with  nearly 
all  his  negroes ;  that  on  my  return  none  of  my  soldiers  entered  his  house.  I  am  satisfied 
that  none  of  my  command  could  have  returned  to  the  said  Bougfire's  plantation  after  they 
bad  passed  over  it  in  the  afternoon,  on  their  return  to  Algiers. 

I  feel  certain  that  no  wines,  jewelry,  clothing,  or  provisions  could  have  been  taken  by 
my  men. 

There  vas  no  gunboat  attached  to  my  command  ;  nor  was  there  any  gunboat,  to  my 
knowledge,  lying  at  or  near  his  plantation  on  the  day  that  I  passed  over  it.  And  I  may 
say  that  I  am  confident  there  was  no  gunboat  which  loaded  there  during  that  day. 

STEPHEN  THOMAS. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before — 

BION  BRADBURT,  Commtfaibner. 

Affidavit  of  Major  OrotU. 

I,  Lnman  M.  Grout,  major  of  the  eighth  regiment  of  Vermont  volunteers,  on  oath  de- 
pose and  say :  that  I  had  the  command  of  one  of  the  companies  of  the  eighth  Vermont 
regiment  on  the  expedition  under  Colonel  Stephen  Thomas,  on  the  days  of  the  2§ih-,^&tk, 
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and  30th  of  August,  A.  D.  1862 ;  that  I  have  carefully  read  the  depodtioii  of  Colonel 
Thomas,  and  can  state  that  the  history  of  said  expedition,  and  of  the  conduct  of  the  men 
in  reference  to  Fran9oi8  Boug^re,  as  tiierein  given,  is  correct  and  true. 

LUMAN  M.  GROOT. 
M<Qor  8(A  Vermont  VclunUen, 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me. 

BION  BRADBURY,  OmmitgioMr. 


Affidamt  qf  OofUan  Fbtter. 

I,  Henry  E.  Foster,  captain  of  a  company  in  the  8th  regiment  of  Vermont  volunteers, 
on  oath  depose  and  say  :  that  I  had  the  command  of  one  of  the  companies  of  the  8th  Ver- 
mont regiment  on  the  expedition  under  Colonel  Stephen  Thomas,  on  the  days  of  the  28th, 
29th,  and  30th  of  August,  A.  D.  1862  ;  that  I  have  carefully  read  the  deposition  of  Col- 
onel Thomas,  and  am  able  to  state  that  the  history  of  said  expedition,  and  of  the  conduct 
of  the  officers  and  men  In  reference  to  Fran9ois  Bougere,  as  therein  given,  is  correct  and 
true. 

H.  E    FOSTER, 
Captain  Chn^pany  (7,  %th  Vermoni  VolunUen, 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me. 

BION  BRADBURY,  OommUwmtr. 


Affidavit  qf  JVapoUon  Fatwin, 

I,  Napoleon  Patwin,  a  private  in  company  C,  of  the  8th  regiment  of  Vermont  volunteers, 
on  oath  depose  and  say :  that  I  write  and  speak  both  the  English  and  Krench  languages  ; 
that  early  in  the  month  of  December,  A.  D.  1862,  I  acted  as  an  interpreter  of  a  conversa- 
tion between  Colonel  Stephen  Thomas,  of  the  8th  regiment  of.  Vermont  volunteers,  and 
Fran9ois  Bougere,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Charles,  In  the  State  of  Louisiana.  In  that  conver- 
sation said  Bougere  told  Colonel  Thomas  that  on  the  evening  of  the  day  that  his  (Thomas's) 
command  passed  over  the  said  Bougere's  plantation  his  property  and  most  of  his  slaves 
were  on  the  plantation  ;  that  during  the  night  the  slaves  broke  through  the  gate  and  went 
off,  taking  his  mules,  carts,  and  his  carriage ;  that  he  thought  his  jewelry  was  carried 
away  by  the  captain  of  a  steamboat ;  that  he  had  his  wines  after  Colonel  Thomas  had  left ; 
that  he  had  three  horses  taken,  but  one  of  the  horses  did  not  belong  to  him  ;  that  he  was 
on  the  rear  of  his  plantation,  with  the  most  of  bis  negroes,  when  Colonel  Thomas  went 
up  ;  and  that  he  drove  his  cattle  back  towards  the  woods  to  save  them  I  belonged  to  one 
of  the  companies  under  Colonel  Thomas's  command,  and  went  with  him  on  the  expedition 
of  the  last  of  August,  A.  D.  1862,  and  can  state  that,  accordint;  to  my  best  knowledge  and 
belief,  neither  officers  nor  soldiers  entered  the  house  of  said  Bougirc,  or  took  away  any 
property,  except  the  two  horses  referred  to,  or  endeavored  to  entice  away  his  negroes. 

NAPOLEON  PATWIN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me. 

BION  BRADBURY,  Oommmioner. 


Affidamt  qf  Solon  A.  P^kina 

I,  Solon  A.  Perkins,  1st  lieutenant  commanding  the  3d  unattached  company  8f  Massa- 
chusetts cavalry,  on  oath  depose  and  say :  that  I  had  command  of  the  cavalry  attached  to 
the  command  of  Colonel  Stephen  Thomas  on  the  expedition  of  Colonel  Thomas  on  the  days 
of  the  28th,  29th,  and  30th  of  August,  A.  D.  1862  ;  that  I  have  carefully  read  the  deposi- 
tion of  Colonel  Thomas,  and  am  able  to  state  that  the  history  of  said  expedition,  and  of 
the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  in  reference  to  Fran9ois  Bougere  and  his  property,  is 
correct  and  true. 

SOLON  A.  PERKINS, 
Itl  Lieut.  QcnCdg  3d  unattached  company  Mateachmette  Cavalry. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me. 


BION  BBADBURYil;6AQaJf&. 
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Mr.  Bradbttry  to  Brigadkr  Omtral  Shqtley, 

Kiw  Oblbans,  May  9,  1863. 
8iB :  Having  been  f4)pointed  by  your  special  order,  issaed  on  the  10th  of  February  last, 
a  commissioner  to  take  teStimoi^  in  relation  to  the  complaint  of  Franpois  Boug€re,  a  French 
sabject,  of  alleged  spoliations  of  his  property  by  the  military  and  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  report  the  tiestimony  and  my  conclusions  thereon,  I  respectfully  submit  the 
following  report : 

On  th»{  21st  of  February  last  I  delivered  to  Monsieur  Fauconnet,  acting  consul  of  France 
at  New  Orleans,  a  copy  of  the  order,  and  informed  him  in  writing  that,  in  accordance  with 
that  order,  I  was  ready  to  receive  and  record  for  transmission  to  the  State  Department  at 
Washington  any  testimony  he  might  desire  to  produce  to  substantiate  the  statements  of 
Monsieur  Boug^  touching  his  complaint  of  alleged  spoliationJB  of  his  property  by  the  mili- 
tary and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States ;  and  on  the  28th  of  the  same  month  I  received 
from  Monsieur  Fauconnet  a  note  transmitting  a  duplicate  of  a  communication  made  to  him 
by  yourself,  as  military  governor  of  the  State,  both  of  which  will  accompany  this  report. 

Having  ascertained  that  the  officers  who  had  command  of  the  expedition  alleged  to  have 
committed  the  spoliation  of  the  property  of  Monsieur  Botig^re  were  stationed  at  Brasher 
city,  I  proceeded  to  that  post  and  took  the  depositions  of  Colonel  Stephen  Thomas,  Major 
Lnman  M.  Grout,  Captain  Henry  E.  Booster,  Lieutenant  Solon  A.  Perkins,  and  Private 
Napoleon  Patwin,  which  I  herewith  hand  you.  Colonel  Thomas  commanded  the  expedi- 
tion, and  was  accompanied  by  all  the  others  whose  testimony  has  been  taken. 

On  the  13th  of  March  following  I  addressed  a  note  to  Monsieur  Boug^re,  to  the  care  of 
Monsieur  Fauconnet,  in  which  I  informed  him  that  in  stating  the  gn^ounds  of  his  claim 
against  the  United  States  government,  he  had  declared  that  a  portion  of  his  property  had 
been  taken  or  destroyed  by  the  crew  of  a  gunboat  anchored  in  the  Itfississippi  river,  op- 
posite to  his  house,  and  requested  him  to  give  me  any  information  that  he  might  have  as 
to  the  name  of  this  gunboat,  in  order  that  I  might  take  the  testimony  of  the  officers  and 
men ;  to  which  inquiry  I  have  received  no  reply. 

I  have  made  every  effort  to  discover  the  name  of  the  gunboat  above  referred  to,  but  without 
saocess  The  testimony  of  C'olonel  Thomas  is  to  the  effect  that  there  was  no  gunboat  lying 
in  the  river,  near  the  plantation  of  Mon^eur  Bougere,  on  the  day  he  passed  by  it  with  his 
command.  Neither  the  acting  French  consul  nor  Monsieur  Bougfere  have  presented  any 
witnesses  to  me  for  examination,  or  offered  any  evidence  for  transmission  to  Washington. 
Having  no  power  to  compel  the  attendance  of  unwiUtng  witnesses,  I  have  gathered  such 
farther  facts  as  I  could  by  careful  inquiry  of  reliable  persons  in  this  city  and  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Monsieur  Bougere. 

From  these  inquiries,  I  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  statements  of  fact  made 
by  the  military  authorities^upon  the  former  investigation  of  this  subject,  as  contained  in 
the  communication  made  to  you  by  the  Department  of  State,  under  date  of  January  29, 
186S,  though  not  entirely  accurate,  are  substantially  correct. 
Wi^  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


Brigadier  General  G.  F.  Shbplbt, 

Military  Governor  qf  Louisiana. 


BION  BRADBURY. 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Mr.  Mercier, 


Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Wtuhington,  June  30,  1863. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  several  claims  which  yon  have  from  time  to  time 
presented  on  behalf  of  French  subjects,  complaining  of  injuries  to  their  persons 
or  property  by  authorities  of  this  government,  it  is  proper  to  remind  you  that 
the  occurrence  of  such  cases  has  not  been  anticipated  by  Congress,  which  has, 
dierefore,  made  no  provision  for  their  examination  or  satisfaction.  It  is  deemed 
quite  probable,  however,  that  at  the  opening  of  the  next  session  the  President 
will  invite  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  subject,  and  will  recommend  such 
legislation  as  may  be  necessary  towards  securing  justice  to  any  parties  who  may 
have  been  aggrieved. 
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This  end,  however,  might  have  been  reached  as  surely,  and  perhaps  more 
speedily,  by  the  convention  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  propose  to  the 
Emperor's  government,  to  which  proposition  a  definitive  answer  has  not  yet 
been  received. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  jmi,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my 
high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Mr.  Henry  Mercier,  Sfc,  ^r.,  Sft, 


Mr,  Drouyn  de  VHuyt  to  Mr.  Mercier. 

(TranslatioQ  ] 

No.  20.]  Ministry  op  Foreign  Affairs,  Diplomatic  Bureau, 

Paru,  August  20,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  the  despatches  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to 
write  to  me,  up  to  No.  161. 

In  one  of  the  late  sittings  of  the  Parliament,  Lord  Palmerston,  on  being 
formally  questioned  by  Mr.  Cobden  in  regard  to  maritime  armaments  going  on 
at  Liverpool,  spoke  of  a  plated  vessel  which  was  said  to  have  been  ordered  of 
an  English  builder,  Mr.  Laird,  by  the  Emperor's  government.  On  his  part  the 
minister  of  the  United  States  at  Paris  concerned  himself  about  the  construction 
of  this  vessel,  which  he  supposed  to  be  intended  for  the  confederate  government. 
Mr.  Dayton  requested  of  me  information  in  this  regard,  and  the  consul  of  the 
United  States  at  Liverpool  made  a  similar  application  to  Mr.  Lenglet,  our  consul 
in  that  city.  The  assertion  of  the  first  lord  of  the  treasury  rested  on  an  incor- 
rect report.  No  order  of  this  kind  has  been  made  in  England  on  account  of 
the  Emperor's  government,  and  the  following  are  the  only  facts  which  could 
have  occasioned  the  involuntary  error  of  Lord  Palmerston.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  month  of  July  a  Frenchman  named  Bravay,  calling  himself  a  partner  in 
the  house  of  Bravay  &  Co.,  ^f  Paris,  went  with  Mr.  Laird,  the  builder  at 
Birkenhead,  to  the  office  of  the  chancellor  of  our  consulate  at  Liverpool,  and 
asked  what  were  the  formalities  to  be  complied  with  in  order  to  give  the  French 
flag  to  a  plated  vessel  which  was  about  to  be  built.  The  information  was  fur- 
nished, and  Mr.  Bravay  announced  that  he  would  subsequently  be  in  a  posture 
to  prove  the  French  ownership  of  the  vessel.  Shortly  afterwards,  Mr.  Laird 
having  learned  that  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool  was  trying  to 
have  the  newly  constructed  vessel  seized,  came  and  asked  Mr.  Lenglet  to  make 
unofficial  [officieuse]  application  at  the  custom-house.  Our  consul  limited  him- 
self to  making  known  the  circumstances  of  this  affair  to  the  head  of  that  branch 
of  service,  but  without  making  any  formal  demand,  which,  however,  he  neither 
had  the  right  nor  was  in  a  posture  to  do.  After  that  Mr.  Bravay  went  no  more 
to  the  office  of  the  chancellor,  nor  has  he  yet  addressed  to  the  office  of  customs 
of  the  empire  any  request  with  a  view  of  obtaining  French  nationality  for  the 
vessel  in  question. 

Such,  sir,  are  the  explanations  which  I  have  already  given  to  Mr.  Dayton, 
and  which  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  communicate  to  you,  in  order  that  you  may,  if 
you  are  called  on  to  do  so,  on  your  part,  enlighten  the  cabinet  at  Washington 
as  to  the  true  character  of  this  incident. 

Accept,  sir,  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

DROUYN  DE  L'HUYS. 

Mr.  Mercier, 

Minuter  of  the  Emperor  at  Washington. 
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Mr,  Drouyn  de  VHuys  to  Mr.  Mercier. 

[Translation.] 

No.  21.]  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Diplomatic  Division, 

Paris,  September  15,  1863. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Dajton,  who  exhibits  in  his  relations  with  me  a  great  confidence, 
and  a  rectitude  to  which  I  am  pleased  to  bear  testimony,  has  been  moved  at 
certain  rumors,  propagated  with  a  design  which  I  have  not  now  to  inquire 
into,  but  which  appear  lately  to  have  obtained  some  credit  at  Paris,  and  he  has 
come  to  converse  with  me  about  them.  According  to  these  reports,  too  incon- 
sideratelv  accepted,  the  Emperor's  government  has  decided  to  recognize  the 
States  of  the  south,  and  a  treaty  has  even  been  already  signed,  according  to 
which  the  new  confederacy  is  to  cede  to  France,  either  for  herself,  or  that  she 
may  make  a  retrocession  of  them  to  Mexico,  Texas,  and  a  portion  of  Louisiana. 

At  the  moment  in  which  Mr.  Dayton  was  imparting  to  me  this  information,  I 
was  exactly  in  a  position  to  offer  him  information  for  information,  and,  before 
answering  the  questions  which  he  addressed  me,  I  asked  him  if,  among  the 
alapoing  symptoms  for  the  maintenance  of  the  good  relations  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, he  had  not,  like  myself,  received  other  news,  likewise  diffused  in  public, 
such  as,  for  instance,  the  transmission  by  him  to  me  of  a  protest  from  his  gov- 
ernment against  our  expedition  to  Mexico  and  its  consequences ;  the  conclusion 
of  an  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive,  between  the  United  States  and  Russia ; 
the  appearance  of  a  federal  fleet  before  Vera  Cruz,  &c.,  &c. 

In  regard  to  the  protect,  after  remarking  to  me  that  I,  better  than  any  one  else, 
knew  that  he  had  not  transmitted  to  me  any,  Mr.  Dayton  said  to  me  that,  under 
the  promptings  of  the  general  tenor  of  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Seward,  and 
of  the  knowledge  which  he  himself  had^of  the  inclinations  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
lie  had  been  able  to  speak  to  me  of  the  painiful  impression  produced  on  public 
opinion  in  his  country  by  the  preponderant  intervention  of  a  European  power 
in  an  American  republic,  and  by  the  creation  of  a  monarchical  establishment  in 
a  country  adjacent  to  the  Unit^  States ;  but  that  from  that  to  a  protest,  or  to 
any  intention  whatever  of  comminatory  intermeddling,  was  very  far,  and  that 
nothing  in  his  instructions  authorized  him  to  overleap  that  distance.  He  knew 
nothing,  on  the  other  hand,  of  the  alleged  alliance  of  his  government  with 
Bossia,  and  he  had  every  reason  to  disbelieve  it  As  to  the  presence  of  a 
federal  fleet  before  Vera  Cruz,  this  news  did  not  seem  to  him  even  to  merit  the 
honor  of  a  contradiction. 

I  told  Mr.  Dayton  that  I  had  never  attached  any  importance  to  the  reports 
which  I  had  pointed  out  to  him,  and  that,  in  speaking  to  him  of  them,  my  ob- 
ject was  much  less  to  call  forth  explanations  on  his  part,  than  to  warn  him 
against  rumors  of  a  different  character;  but  having  probably  the  same  origin  of 
which  he  had  spoken  to  me,  I  could,  however,  contradict  them  categorically. 
In  regard  to  the  recognition  of  the  States  of  the  south,  the  intentions  of  the  Em- 
peror's government  were  known  to  him,  and  this  question  was  still  at  the  point 
where  our  late  conversations  had  left  it.  We  had  not,  therefore,  recognized  the 
south,  and,  much  more,  we  had  not  signed  with  it  any  treaty  for  the  cession  of 
Louisiana  and  Texas.  With  respect  to  this,  I  could  repeat  to  him,  what  I  had 
so  often  said  to  him  already,  that  we  neither  sought  for  ourselves,  nor  for  others, 
any  acquisition  in  America.  I  added  that  I  trusted  that  the  good  sense  of  the  p^- 
ple  of  the  United  States  would  do  justice  to  exaggerations  and  false  supposi- 
tions, by  the  aid  of  which  it  was  endeavored  to  mislead  and  sour  public  opinion ; 
and  that  I  relied  on  his  co-operation  in  trying  to  render  prevalent  a  more  equit- 
able appreciation  of  our  intentions  and  of  the  necessities  which  our  policy 
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I  have  thought,  sir,  that  it  wsb  well  that  70a  should  be  infonned  of  the  par- 
ticulars of  this  conversation,  in  order  that  jou  might,  on  your  part,  communicate 
it  to  Mr  Seward,  and  receive  the  precise  words  of  it,  in  order  to  rectify  around 
70U  false  opinions  and  unjustifiable  anticipations. 

Accept,  sir,  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

DROUTN  DE  L'HtJTS. 
Mr.  Mbrcibb, 

Minister  of  the  Emperor  at  Wdihington,  D.  C. 


Viscount  Treilhard  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 

Legation  of  France  to  the  United  States, 

Washington,  September  17,  1863. 

SlE :  The  minister  of  the  Emperor  has  called  the  attention  of  your  excel- 
lency, by  a  note  of  the  date  of  August  14,  to  the  correspondence  which  was  just 
exchanged  between  the  administration  of  the  consulate  of  France  at  New  Or- 
leans and  the  quartermaster  general  of  the  department  of  the  Gulf,  about  the 
carrying  into  execution  of  the  Order  No.  105,  directed  against  the  subscribers 
to  the  loan  opened  by  the  municipality  of  New  Orleans.  A  recent  communica- 
tion from  Mr.  Fauconnet  apprises  me  that  Major  General  Banks  has  thrown  off, 
on  the  7th  of  August,  an  order  requiring  immediate  paymtnt  on  the  part  of  all 
persons  who  fall  under  the  blow  of  the  penalty,  and  notably  from  certain 
French  houses,  which  are  designated  by  name. 

Without  wishing  to  enter  here  upon  a  fresh  discussion  of  the  ground  even  of 
this  affair,  or  to  recall  arguments  previously  put  forward  by  the  legation  of  the 
Emperor  against  a  measure  by  which  inoffensive  neutrals  find  themselves 
struck,  and  all  whose  rights  to  ultimate  reimbursement  remain,  moreover, 
reserved,  I  shall  content  myself  with  asking  from  your  excellency  whether, 
in  the  actual  condition  of  things,  and  in  consideration  even  of  eventual  reserva- 
tions, mentioned  in  the  note  of  the  25th  of  March,  of  this  year,  in  favor  of  for- 
eign interests,  so  seriously  compromised,  the  government  of  the  United  States 
would  not  judge  fit  to  suspend  all  ulterior  action  until  the  time  when  it  shall 
have  been  decided  by  authority  competent  and  designated  ad  hoc,  as  to  the  law- 
fulness of  a  measure  the  arbitrary  character  of  which  could  not  be  misunderstood. 

Please  accept  the  renewed  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 
For  the  minister  and  the  first  secretary  of  legation, 

TREILHABD. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Viscount  Treilhard. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  September  29,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  17th 
instant,  relative  to  the  tax  imposed  upon  certain  French  subjects  at  New  Or- 
leabs,  by  General  Butler,  on  account  of  their  having  subscribed  to  a  loan  to  the 
corporation  of  that  city,  while  it  was  in  the  possession  of  the  insurgents, 
and  to  state  that  the  propriety  of  discontinuing  the  tax  has  been  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
The  Viscount  Treilhard,  ^r.,  ifc.,  ^c.  -y  --^^y  --       ^.- 
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RUSSIA. 


Mr,  Taylor  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extracts.] 

No.  16.]  L&ATioN  OP  THE  Unitbd  Statbs, 

St,  Fetershurgh,  October  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that,  unmecl lately  after  the  receipt  of 
your  despatch  No.  14,  of  September  26,  I  applied  for  an  interview  with  Prince 
Gortchacow,  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  into  his  hands  the  letter  of  his  excel- 
lency the  President  to  his  Imperial  Majesty  Alexander  II.  My  request  was  at 
once  granted,  and  an  early  hour  the  next  day  was  appointed ;  but  the  Prince 
having  in  the  mean  time  been  summoned  to  the  town  of  Gatschina,  some  thirty 
miles  from  here,  to  confer  with  the  Emperor,  the  interview  was  postponed  until 
to-day. 

After  having  received  the  President's  letter,  which  he  promised  to  present  to 
his  Imperial  Majesty  withoutjdelay,  the  Prince  entered  upon  a  conversation 
concerning  American  affairs,  which  I  deem  so  important  that  I  hasten  to  report 
it,  while  his  expressions  are  yet  fresh  in  my  mind,  and  can  be  communicated  to 
you  with  the  greatest  possible  exactness. 

He  commenced  by  stating,  in  the  strongest  terms,  his  concern  at  the  course 
which  events  are  tdking  in  the  United  States.  "  Your  situation,"  said  he,  "  is 
getting  worse  and  worse.  The  chances  of  preserving  the  Union  are  growing 
more  and  more  ^desperate.  Can  nothing  be  done  to  stop  this  dreadful  war? 
Can  you  find  no  basis  of  arrangement  before  your  strength  is  so  exhausted  that 
you  must  lose,  for  many  years  to  come,  your  position  in  the  world?"  I  an- 
swered, that  the  critical  period  in  the  fortunes  of  the  war  seemed  now  to  be 
passed ;  our  arms  were  again  victorious,  and,  could  the  military  strength  of  the 
rebellion  be  once  fairly  broken,  it  would  be  almost  impossible  for  it  to  maintain 
itself  longer.  "  It  is  not  that  adone,"  said  he,  "  but  the  fury  that  seems  to  pos- 
sess both  sides — ^the  growth  of  enmities  which  are  making  the  gulf  continually 
wider  between  the  two  sections.  The  hope  of  their  reunion  is  growing  less 
and  less,  and  I  wish  you  to  impress  upon  your  government  that  the  separation, 
which  I  fear  must  come,  will  be  considered  by  Russia  as  one  of  the  greatest 
possible  misfortunes." 

"To  loyal  Americans,"  I  answered,  "separation  seems  nothing  less  than 
national  ruin,  and  precisely  for  this  reason,  there  can  be  no  negotiations  at 
present  with  the  rebel  authorities.  They  would  listen  to  no  terms  which  did 
not  include  separation,  and  hence  the  war  is  still  a  terrible  necessity.  I  have 
hopes,  however,  that  a  change  may  occur  before  the  term  of  grace  allowed  bv 
the  President's  proclamation  expires.  Have  you  noticed  that  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  is  already  taking  some  action  on  the  subject? 

"  Yes,"  said  he,  "  I  have  seen  it         *  *  *  *  * 

Russia  alone  has  stood  by  you  from  the  first,  and  will  continue  to  stand  by 
you.  We  are  very,  very  anxious  that  some  means  should  be  adopted — ^that 
any  course  should  be  pursued  which  will  prevent  the  division  that  now  seems 
inevitable.     One  separation  will  be  followed  by  another ;  you  will  bc^k  into 

fragments."  Digitized  by  CjOOglC 


764  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

"We  feel  this,"  I  replied.  **Tbe  northern  and  southern  States  cannot 
peaceably  exist  side  by  side  as  separate  republics.  There  is  nothing  the  Amer- 
ican people  desire  so  much  as  peace ;  but  peace  on  the  basis  of  separation  is 
equivalent  to  continual  war.  We  have  only  just  called  the  whole  strength  of 
the  nation  into  action.  We  believe  the  struggle  now  commencing  will  be  final, 
and  we  cannot  without  disgrace  and  ruin  accept  the  only  terms  upon  which  the 
rebels  would  treat  until  our  strength  has  been  tried  aad  has  failed." 

"You  know  the  sentiments  of  Russia,"  the  Prince  exclaimed  with  great  earn- 
estness. "We  desire,  above  all  things,  the  maintenance  of  the  American  Union 
as  one  indivisible  nation.  We  cannot  take  any  part  more  than  we  have  done. 
We  have  no  hostility  to  the  southern  people.  Russia  has  declared  her  position 
and  will  maintain  it.  There  will  be  proposals  for  intervention.  We  believe 
that  intervention  could  do  no  good  at  present.  Proposals  will  be  made  to  Rus- 
sia to  join  in  some  plan  of  interference.  She  will  refuse  any  invitation  6f  the 
kind.  Russia  will  occupy  the  same  ground  as  at  the  beginning  of  the  struggle. 
You  may  rely  upon  it,  she  will  not  change.  But  we  entreat  you  to  settle  the 
difficulty.  I  cannot  express  to  you  how  profound  an  anxiety  we  feel — ^how 
serious  are  our  fears." 

We  were  standing  face  to  face  during  the  conversation,  and  the  earnest,  im- 
passioned manner  of  the  Prince  impressed  me  with  the  fact  that  he  was  speak- 
ing from  his  heart.  At  the  close  of  the  interview  he  seized  my  hand,  gave  it  a 
strong  pressure,  and  exclaimed,  "God  bless  you!"  I  felt  that  any  ftirther 
declaration  of  the  grounds  for  encouragement  which  I  see  in  the  course  of  events 
at  home  would  be  useless.  His  excellency  had  evidently  boen  disappointed  in 
his  hopes  from  the  representations  heretofore  made  to  him.  I  thanked  him  for 
his  frankness,  and  for  the  i*enewed  declaration  of  the  attitude  of  Russia.  I  had 
purposely  abstained,  in  former  interviews,  from  referring  to  current  rumors  of 
intervention  in  which  Russia  was  to  be  invited  to  take  part,  because  any  such 
reference  might  have  implied  a  doubt  in  the  permanence  of  her  friendship.  The 
spontaneous  expression  of  Prince  Grortchacow  in  regard  to  the  subject  is  thus 
all  the  more  satisfactory. 

I  fixed  in  my  memory  at  the  time,  and  have  reproduced,  almost  word  for 
word,  the  conversation  that  occurred  between  us.  I  judged  it  prudent  to  enter 
into  no  discussion  concerning  the  impressions  which  the  Prince  has  derived  from 
recent  events.  His  manner  convinced  me  that  he  desii-ed  his  words  to  be  re- 
ported, and  I  was,  therefore,  anxious  that  he  should  express  himself  as  fully  as 
possible,  with  no  more  interruption  on  my  part  than  was  necessary  in  order  to 
justify  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

The  proclamation  of  the  President,  which  I  forwarded  to  Prince  Gortchacow 
as  soon  as  it  arrived,  was  translated  and  published  the  next  day  in  the  "  Journal 
de  St.  Petersburgh,"  together  with  your  circular  which  accompanied  it.  Since 
then  the  same  paper  which  preserved  a  complete  silence  on  American  affairs 
during  the  period  of  our  reverses  has  contained  several  pungent  paragraphs  in 
the  interests  of  the  Union.  The  "Journal"  of  yesterday,  for  instance,  has  the 
following :  "  As  to  the  democratic  meeting  which  has  been  held  in  New  York, 
for  the  purpose  of  condemning  the  emancipation  proclamation  of  Mr.  Lincoln, 
and  declarmg  that  the  republicans  violate  the  Constitution,  it  will  suffice  to  give 
a  just  measure  of  the  value  of  this  demonstration,  to  recall  the  fact  that  b^ore 
the  war  commenced  the  friends  of  slavery  in  the  United  States  were  designated 
by  the  name  of  *  democrats,'  while  that  of  *  republicans '  was  given  to  the  ad- 
versaries of  the  peculiar  institution,** 

The  proclamation  has  not  excited  much  surprise  at  this  court.  So  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  ascertain  the  impression  which  it  has  produced  among  intelli- 
gent Europeans,  it  is  considered  a  justifiable  measure.  Some  doubts  have  been 
expressed  in  the  diplomatic  circle  here  whether  it  can  be  enforced  without  a 
military  occupation,  which  would  insure  submission  in  ftiy?:.^^?»^^$l'^§^g^^«ral 
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feeling  is  favorable  to  the  step.  Among  the  Americans  whom  I  have  met,  those 
who  formerly  belonged  to  the  "  Breckinridge  "  wing  of  the  democratic  party 
have  been  strongest  in  their  expressions  of  satisfaction. 

I  shall  do  my  best  to  promote  the  confidence  of  our  friends,  which  term  in- 
cludes all  Russians,  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  foreign  residents  here,  although 
painfully  conscious  that  arguments  and  representations,  however  just  and  telling, 
are  beginning  to  lose  much  of  their  force.  I  am  waiting  in  the  most  anxious  ex- 
pectation to  be  strengthened  by  deeds.  The  conversation  recorded  above  is,  in 
some  respects,  a  type  of  much  in  which  I  must  take  a  daily  part.  Speculations 
concerning  the  future  are  no  longer  received.  Apparent  inaction  is  considered 
almost  equivalent  to  defeat.  And  even  that  better  knowledge  of  an  American, 
which  supports  his  own  hope  and  confidence,  is  partly  neutralized  by  the  dis- 
appointments of  this  year.  For  my  part,  I  can  scarcely  doubt  the  issue  without 
doubting  the  justice  of  God ;  but  I  am  forced  to  encounter  a  feeling  in  others 
which  my  own  confidence  cannot  overcome. 

I  have  also  to  announce  a  change  in  the  ministry,  which  may  have  some  bear- 
ing on  the  interests  of  American  citizens  in  Russia.  A  letter  of  the  Emperor 
was  published  on  Sunday  last,  allowing  General  Chef  kin  to  retire  from  his  post 
as  chief  director  of  the  ways  of  communication.  He  is  succeeded  by  General 
Melnikoff,  of  the  engineers,  a  man  of  distinguished  talents  and  acquirements, 
who  has  travelled  in  the  United  States,  and  is  said  to  be  anxious  to  enlist 
American  enterprise  in  the  great  system  of  railroad  communication  which  the 
imperial  government  has  planned.  As  Mr.  GoUins's  project  of  telegraphic  con- 
nexion has  been  referred  to  this  department,  I  anticipate  a  much  more  speedy 
and  favorable  report  npon  it  than  could  have  been  expected  during  the  direction 
of  Greneral  Chef  kin.  The  change  which  has  been  rumored  for  a  month  past 
has,  no  doubt,  delayed  action  upon  the  subject ;  but  I  hope  soon  to  be  able  to 
announce  to  you  its  acceptance  by  the  imperial  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

BAYARD  TAYLOR, 

Charge  d* Affaires, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Taylor  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  18.]  Lbgation  of  the  United  States, 

St,  Petersburgh,  November  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  announcement  of  the  London  Morning  Post,  and  La  Patrie,  of 
Paris,  that  France  has  submitted  to  England  and  Russia  a  proposal  for  inter- 
vention in  American  afiairs  reached  here  yesterday.  After  my  conversation  with 
Prince  Gortchacow,  communicated  to  you  in  my  despatch  of  the  29th  ultimo,  (No. 
16,)  I  was  not  unprepared  for  the  news.  Al&ough  the  action  of  Russia  had 
been  declared  in  advance,  I  determined  to  call  upon  the  Prince  in  the  hope  of 
obtaining  some  details  of  the  proposition.  He  was  just  leaving  the  foreign  office, 
on  his  way  to  attend  the  imperial  council,  when  I  called,  but  assured  me  that 
he  desired  to  have  an  interview  with  me  in  relation  to  the  subject.  As  his  com- 
munications cannot  fail  to  be  important,  and  I  desire  to  forward  them  to  you  by 
the  next  mail,  I  have  to-day  written  to  him,  asking  that  the  interview  be  granted 
within  the  next  three  days. 

The  Journal  de  St.  Petersbourg,  of  this  morning,  contains  a  leading  article  on 
the  proposed  interference.  Although  Prince  Gortchacow  has  assured  me  that 
it  waA  not  written  at  his  dictation,  the  official  character  of  the  journal  in  which 
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it  appears  will  cause  it  to  be  accepted  throughout  Europe  as  having  emanated 
from  the  imperial  cabinet.     I  therefore  subjoin  a  translation,  as  follows : 

"  We  are  ignorant  of  the  precise  terms  in  which  the  proposition  of  France 
has  been  made,  but  we  persist  in  believing  it  very  improbable  that  one  power, 
or  several  European  powers  combined,  should  otherwise  than  by  way  of  coun- 
sel intervene  in  the  struggle  which  divides  the  States  of  the  American  Union. 
From  the  very  commencement  of  the  war  Russia  caused  her  voice  to  be  heard, 
amicably  pleading  for  peace  and  conciliation.  She  would  assuredly  not  refuse, 
at  present,  to  unite  with  two  other  powers  in  urging  these  views  in  the  sense  in 
which  she  has  already  spoken.  But  the  question  whether  the  belligerents  will 
be  disposed  to  receive  the  counsel  thus  offered  to  them  remains  intact.  At  a 
period  when  the  policy  of  non-intervention  in  the  internal  affairs  of  states  is 
more  widely  preached  and  practiced  in  Europe  than  it  ever  was  before,  there 
would  be,  it  seems,  somethmg  at  least  unusual  in  the  fact  of  the  European 
powers  crossing  the  ocean  on  the  strength  of  the  opposite  principle.  The  in- 
telligence and  the  sentiment  of  humanity  Would  rejoice  if  Kussia,  France,  and 
En^and  should  make  use  of  their  legitimate  influence  in  America  to  favor  the 
return  of  peace  and  concord  upon  a  soil  ravaged  by  bloody  combats ;  but  if 
this  kindly  and  entirelv  amicable  intervention  should  take  a  form  which  might, 
in  any  degree,  resemble  an  act  of  authority,  it  would  be  an  event  the  conse- 
quences of  which  would  become  disastrous  to  the  peace  of  the  world,  and  we 
prefer  to  believe  that  the  wisdom  of  the  governments  will  preserve  us  from  the 
fatal  complications  it  would  bring  after  it. 

•*  We  have  not  the  intention  of  examining,  incidentally,  from  the  point  of  view 
of  international  right,  whether  a  European  intervention  in  the  affairs  of  the 
United  States  could  be  legally  justified.  We  consider  that  whatever  may  be 
the  misfortimes  of  which  North  America  is  at  present  the  theatre,  the  foreign 
powers  have  no  right  to  impose  their  mediation  upon  the  country.  The  war 
between  the  partisans  who  support  the  federal  compact,  and  the  secessionists  . 
who  seek  to  destroy  it,  cruel  as  it  is,  does  not  trouble  the  internal  security  of  any 
European  nation;  and  if  it  injures  certain  of  their  commercial  interests;  if  it 
moves  the  pity  of  civilization  for  its  victims,  it  nevertheless  does  not  compro- 
mise the  existence  or  the  safety  of  any  people  in  the  Old  World.  Europe 
would  thus  have  no  right  in  seeking  to  impose  a  mediation  on  the  American  bel- 
ligerents. The  powers  would  thus  not  only  place  the  policy  which  they  have 
adopted  in  one  hemisphere  in  contradiction  with  that  which  they  wish  to  practice 
in  the  other,  but  they  would  also  lack  prudence,  (Tiabihte;)  for  it  is  oeyond 
doubt  that  a  mediation  which  should  be  thrust  uninvited  upon  America  would 
so  profoundly  wound  the  susceptibilities  of  the  population  between  whom  it 
attempted  to  intervene,  that  there  would  be,  perhaps,  more  cause  to  dread  mani- 
festations against  European  action,  than  there  is  now  to  deplore  the  actual 
struggle. 

"For  the  sake  of  the  good  reputation,  both  for  ability  and  for  respect  of 
rights,  of  the  powers  mentioned  in  the  announcement  of  the  Morning  Post  and 
La  Patrie,  we  earnestly  hope  that  their  action  towards  the  American  bellig- 
erents will  be  prudent,  wise,  and  reserved,  such  as  that  of  the  cabinet  of  St. 
Petersburgh  has  been,  (if  we  may  be  permitted  to  recall  it,)  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  struggle.  Such  action  would,  moreover,  become  the  more  efficacious 
in  proportion  to  its  calmness,  and  to  the  difficulty  which  the  parties  concerned 
would  have  to  find  a  pretext  for  seeing  in  it  the  evidence  of  a  manifestation  of 
mercantile  interest«,  or  the  pride  of  the  military  power  of  European  states. 

"  Intervention  is  one  of  the  most  delicate  political  acts  which  a  power  can 
ever  be  called  upon  to  exercise.  The  reserve  which  Europe  has  thus  far  ex- 
hibited in  regard  to  the  great  American  question  allows  us  to  hope  that  the 
honor  and  the  advantages  of  a  past  course,  so  prudent  and  so  loyal,  will  not 
be  compromised  by  a  movement  in  favor  of  those  who  so  ardently  plead  their 
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uijtiied  interests,  but  that  an  inteUigent  foresight  of  the  results  will  dissuade 
from  such  a  step.  In  order  that  the  European  powers  may  have  some  chance 
of  rationally  proving  to  the  belligerent  parties  that  reconciliation  is  the  best  solu- 
tion, they  must  first  prove  that  it  is  the  love  of  peace,  the  fervor  of  sentiments 
of  huxnanity  and  civilization,  which  alone  inspires  them,  directing  them  to 
measures  of  sympathy,  whence  all  ideas  of  supremacy  are  excluded,  and  which 
are  made  with  a  profound  respect  for  the  independence  and  the  liberty  of  the 
States  of  the  American  Union." 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

BAYARD  TAYLOR, 

Charge  d* Affaires. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Taylor  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[ExtractB.] 


No.  19.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

*  St.  Petershurgh,  November  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  hasten  to  communicate  to  you  the  information  promised  in  my  de- 
spatch of  yesterday.  I  have  just  returned  from  an  interview  with  Prince 
^rtchacow,  who,  with  the  generous  frankness  which  has  hitherto  characterized 
his  intercourse  with  me,  has  placed  me  in  possession  of  all  the  facts  of  which  it 
is  necessary  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  should  be  informed. 
'  I  first  asked  him  whether  the  proposition  of  France,  announced  in  the  journals 
of  Paris  and  London,  had  actually  been  made  to  the  imperial  government.  He 
replied  in  the  affirmative.  I  then  asked  whether  he  was  willing  to  communicate 
to  me  its  exact  terms.  He  answered  in  French,  apparently  quoting  the  words 
of  the  official  communication : 

"A  conjunctive  proposition  on  the  part  of  France,  Russia,  and  England,  to 
the  belligerent  parties  in  America,  to  agree  to  an  armistice  of  six  months."  He 
further  formed  me  that  the  proposal  was  to  be  considered  by  the  English 
cabinet  on  the  11th,  (yesterday.) 

I  stated  to  the  Prince  that  the  declarations  of  Russia  had  heretofore  been  suf- 
ficiently frank  and  explicit ;  that  we  could  rely  upon  her  action  in  the  matter  as 
that  of  a  friend,  and  whatever  it  might  be,  the  government  of  the  United  States 
was  assured  in  advance  of  the  friendly  consideration  which  would  inspire  it.  I 
judged  it  necessary  to  add,  however,  that  the  moment  was  ill  chosen  for  the 
presentation  of  such  a  proposal.  After  a  campaign,  the  unsatisfactory  character 
of  which  I  could  not  deny,  and  the  non-fulfilment  of  promises  which  ought  never 
to  have  been  made,  the  prospect  of  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion  was  now  de- 
cidedly encouraging.  The  government  .was  Jij^are  of  the  necessity  of  the  most 
speedy  and  vigorous  action;  three  hundred  thousand  men  had  been  added  to 
our  army  within  the  last  two  months,  and  the  new  iron-clad  vessels,  probably 
afloat  by  this  time,  would,  I  hope,  soon  enable  us  to  dispense  with  the  blockade, 
by  putting  us  in  possession  of  all  tlie  southern  ports. 

The  Pnnce  assured  me,  in  reply,  that  the  action  of  Russia  would  be  governed 
entirely,  as  heretofore,  by  the  most  friendly  feelings  toward  the  United  States.  He 
would  take  no  step  which  could  not  receive  that  interpretation.  He  then  offered 
to  read  to  me  his  instructions  to  M.  de  Stoeckl  in  regard  to  the  proposed  action 
of  the  three  powers.  After  stating  the  proposition,  the  despatch  refers  to  the 
position  which  Russia  has  occupied  since  ^e  commencement  of  the  struggle, 
rf^>eat8  her  desire  for  a  settlement  by  conciliatory  measures,  and  expresses  her 
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willingness  to  tender  her  good  offices  in  a  way  that  shall  he  acceptahle,  and 
that  shall  seem  to  promise  a  good  result. 

The  despatch  having  heen  rapidly  read,  and  in  a  foreign  langnage,  I  do  not 
pretend  to  give  you  the  precise  words,  but  I  am  sure  of  having  reproduced  the 
material  substance  of  it.  Its  prevailing  tone  was  a  delicate  and  friendly  con- 
sideration of  the  views  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

"  There,"  said  Prince  Gortchacow,  when  the  reading  was  finished,  "  now  you 
know  the  worst,  so  far  as  Russia  is  concerned."  I  considered  myself  justified 
in  assuring  him  that  there  was  nothing  in  his  instructions  to  M.  de  Stoeckl  to 
which  the  government  of  the  United  States  could  take  exception,  for  it  would . 
interpret  every  act  of  Russia  in  the  light  of  her  motives.  An  assurance  of  this 
kind  seemed  to  me  necessary  in  return  for  his  frankness.     I  then  retired. 

I  should  do  the  government  ill  service  by  disguising  the  truth  that  the 
European  powers  most  friendly  to  it  are  at  last  becoming  impatient.  The 
failure  of  two  campai^s  is  the  prominent  fact  in  their  eyes ;  the  important  ad- 
vantages which  have  been  gained  are  overlooked.  Nearly  all  the  news  which 
is  received  comes  distorted  through  English  and  French  channels.  The  cor- 
respondents of  the  London  journals,  in  particular,  continually  give  currency  to 
malicious  falsehoods,  the  absence  of  which  in  American  newspapers  they  pretend 
to  account  for  by  a  tyrannical  censorship.  The^e  statements,  copied  throughout 
the  continent,  and  persistently  repeated,  are  beginning  to  produce  their  natural 
effect ;  to  which  is  added  the  prestige  of  apparent  success,  to  a  certain  extent, 
on  the  part  of  the  rebel  government.  There  is  a  universal  sympathy,  inde- 
pendent of  the  principles  at  stake,  with  success  against  odds,  and  this  sympathy 
is  beginning  to  tell,  not  only  against  the  government  of  the  United  States,  but 
against  the  wisdom  of  its  friends. 

What  Russia  evidently  fSars  at  present  is  the  ultimate  exhaustion  of  the  two 
sections  of  the  Union,  which  will  leave  them  either  divided  or  reunited,  helpless 
to  resist  the  encroachments  of  hostile  powers.  The  political  equilibrium  which 
she  sees  in  the  maintenance  of  the  Union  in  its  original  strengtn  would  thus  be 
destroyed.  No  news  could  be  more  welcome  to  her  than  that  which  should  indi- 
cate the  speedy  overthrow  of  the  rebellion,  but  a  struggle  protracted  much 
longer  seems  to  her  not  less  unfortunate  than  immediate  separation. 

I  believe  this  to  be  a  strictly  correct  statement  of  the  predominant  feeling  of 
the  imperial  government.  My  duty  terminates  in  communicating  it,  for  the 
possibility  of  its  existence  and  the  course  which  it  suggests  have  undoubtedly 
been  foreseen  by  the  President  and  by  yourself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

BAYARD  TAYLOR, 

Charge  d'Affairei. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Taylor  to  Mr,  Seward* 


No.  20.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

St,  Petershurgh,  November  15,  1862. 
Sir  :  The  Journal  de  St.  Petersbourg,  of  to-day,  publishes  the  despatch  of 
Prince  Grortchacftw  to  M.  d'Oubil,  charge  d'affaires  of  Russia  at  Paris,  in  reply 
to  that  of  M.  Drouyn  de  THuys  to  the  Duke  de  Montebello,  French  ambassador 
at  this  court.  As  the  despatch  refers  particularly  to  the  instructions  which  iiave 
been  given  to  M.  de  Stoeckl,  I  herewith  translate  it  as  an  affirmation  and  a  com- 
pletion of  the  oral  report  contained  in  my  despatch  of  the  12th  instant.  No.  19 : 
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*'  St.  Pktersbvbgh,  October  27,  (November  8.)  1862. 

"Sir:  I  transmit  to  yon  herewith  a  copy  of  a  despatch  of  M.  Droayn  de  I'Huys,  which 
the  Duke  de  Montebello  has  been  charged  to  commnnicate  to  us.  It  concerns  the  afibirtfof 
North  America,  and  its  object  is  to  invite  ns  to  join  in  an  understanding  with  France  and 
England,  in  order  to  profit  by  the  existhag  lassittide  of  the  parties  to  propose  in  common  a 
Bospeosion  of  hostilities. 

'*  In  reply  to  this  overture,  I  have  reminded  the  ambassador  of  France  of  the  solicitude 
which  our  august  master  has  not  ceased  to  bestow  on  the  American  conflict  since  the  moment 
wheD  it  brolLe  out,  a  solicitude  inspired  by  the  amicable  relatioos  which  exist  between  the 
two  countries,  and  of  which  the  imperial  cabinet  has  given  public  evidence.  I  have  at- 
snred  him  that  nothing  would  better  correspond  with  our  desires  than  to  be  able  to  hasten 
the  termination  of  a  struggle  which  we  deplore,  and  that,  in  this  sense,  our  minister  at 
Washington  is  instructed  to  seize  all  favorable  occasions  to  reoommend  moderation  and 
conciliation  in  order  to  allay  the  opposing  paesious,  and  lead  the  struggling  ioterests  to  a 
wise  solution.  I  have  recognized  that  these  counsels  would  certainly  have  more  value  if 
they  were  presented  simultaneously,  and  under  the  same  amicable  forms,  by  the  great 
powers  which  are  interested  in  the  issue  of  the  conflict. 

**  But  I  have  added,  that,  in  our  opinion,  it  was  necenary  before  all  things  to  avoid  the 
appearance  of  any  pressure  whatever  of  a  nature  to  wound  the  public  sentiment  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  excite  susceptibilities  which  are  ready  to  be  aroused  at  the  mere  idea 
of  foreign  intervention.  Now,  according  to  the  information  which  we  possess  at  present, 
we  are  led  to  believe  that  a  combined  movement  of  France,  England,  and  Russia,  however 
conciliatory  it  might  be,  and  with  whatsoever  precautions  it  might  be  surrounded,  if  it 
came  with  an  official  and  collective  character,  would  incur  the  rislc  of  bringing  about  a 
result  opposed  to  the  pacificatory  end  which  the  three  courts  desire. 

*'  We  have,  therefore,  concluded,  that  if  the  French  government  persists  in  judging  that 
a  formal  and  collective  movement  is  advisable,  and  if  the  cabinet  of  London  should  partake 
that  opinion,  it  would  be  impossible  for  us  at  this  distance  to  foresee  the  reception  which 
such  a  movement  would  be  lilLely  to  meet.  But  if  in  this  case  our  minister  does  not  offi- 
cially participate  in  it,  his  moral  support  is  not  less  assured  in  advance  to  every  attempt  at 
conciliation. 

In  lending  such  support  to  his  colleagues  of  France  and  England,  under  the  semi-official 
form  which  he  may  believe  best  adapted  to  avoid  the  appearance  of  pressure,  M.  de  Stoectcl 
will  simply  continue  tbe  attitude  and  the  language  which,  by  order  of  our  august  master, 
he  must  not  cease  to  observe  since  the  origin  of  the  American  dispute. 

**  It  is  in  this  sense  that  I  desire  you  to  express  yourself  to  the  minister  of  foreign  afEairs 
of  France,  in  reply  to  the  communication  which  he  has  been  pleased  to  make  to  us. 
'*  Beceive,  Ac 

"GOETOHACOW." 

WMe  I  infer  from  the  above  that  Bnssia  would,  to  a  certain  extent,  be  in- 
clined to  take  part  in  a  movement  which  she  foresaw  to  be  inevitable  on  the 
part  of  England  and  France,  rather  than  permit  a  coalition  between  those  two 
powers  from  which  she  shonld  be  wholly  excluded,  the  probable  refusal  of  the 
English  government  announced  to-day  by  telegraph  relieves  me  from  all  appre- 
hension of  complications  that  might  arise  from  the  proposition.  I  stated  to 
Prince  Gortchacow,  at  our  recent  interview,  my  belief  that  England  would  not 
accede,  and  am  very  glad  to  find  it  so  soon  confirmed. 

The  day  after  the  proposal  of  France  was  announced  here,  the  Duke  and 
Duchess  de  Montebello  called  at  this  legation,  although  a  visit  was  not  required 
by  social  etiquette.  I  interpreted  the  courtesy  as  an  intimation  that  the  ambas- 
sador wished  to  allay  any  suspicion  of  hostile  sentiment  on  the  part  of  France. 

The  continuance  of  small  successes  to  the  Union  arms  in  all  quarters,  is  very 
encouraging ;  and,  if  no  important  reverse  occurs,  I  have  hopes  of  soon  being 
able  to  restore  the  shaken  confidence  in  our  final  success. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

BAYARD  TAYLOR, 

Charge  d' Affaires. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr,  Taylor  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  21.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

St.  Petersburgh,  November  28,  1862. 
Sir  :  JadgiDg  that  yon  may  desire  to  hare  regular  reports  from  this  legation 
at  the  present  time,  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  an  account  of  all  that 
has  occurred  in  relation  to  American  interests  since  my  despatch  of  the  15th 
instant. 

With  regard  to  the  project  of  intervention  made  hy  France,  the  impression 
here  is  that  since  the  replies  of  Russia  and  England  it  has  been  temporarily 
suspended,  but  is  not  relinquished  by  that  power.  K  a  renewal  of  it  at  any 
time  shall  be  made  to  this  court,  I  am  convinced  that  Prince  Gk>rtchacow,  witn 
the  entire  absence  of  reserve  which  has  characterized  all  his  intercourse  with 
me,  will  inform  me  promptly  of  the  fact  I  have  received  a  confidential  com- 
munication from  Mr.  Dayton,  giving  me  an  account  of  his  interview  with  M. 
Drouyn  de  THuys,  and  have  in  return  transmitted  to  him  a  report  of  my  own 
conversations  with  Prince  Gortchacow.  I  have  also  forwarded  a  similar  confi- 
dential despatch  to  Mr.  Adams,  as  I  judged  it  important  that  both  he  and  Mr. 
Dayton  should  be  officially  informed  of  the  sentiments  of  the  imperial  govern- 
ment.    I  trust  that  this  proceeding  will  meet  your  approval. 

Since  my  last  despatch  I  have  had  no  further  personal  intercourse  with 
Prince  Gortchacow,  but  I  have  prepared  and  sent  to  him  a  statement,  drawn  up 
with  great  care,  of  the  present  national  debt  of  the  United  States  ;  the  estimated 
annual  revenue  under  the  new  laws ;  the  additions  made  to  the  active  force  of 
our  armies  during  the  last  three  nK>Dths ;  the  number  of  iron-clad  vessels  in 
process  of  construction ;  and  the  important  movements  already  commenced  in 
the  west  and  on  the  sea-coast  This  statement  was  forwarded  with  a  private 
(unofficial)  note,  informing  him  that  it  was  not  intended  as  an  indirect  prediction 
of  results,  but  as  a  simple  exposition  of  facts,  which  would  clearly  show  that  an 
armistice  at  this  time  could  only  be  of  advantage  to  the  rebellious  States,  and 
that  no  proposition  of  the  kind  could  be  entertained  by  the  federal  government 
I  am  aware  that,  in  this  act,  I  may  have  exceeded  the  strict  line  of  my  duty, 
but  I  felt  that  some  such  presentation,  of  the  brighter  aspects  of  our  cause  was 
necessary  to  strengthen  the  hopes  and  refresh  the  sympatnies  of  the  government 
most  friendly  to  us. 

I  had  a  conversation  yesterday  with  the  ambassador  of  France,  the  Duke  de 
Montebello,  in  which  I  expressed  to  him  the  same  views  concerning  the  pro- 
posed intervention  of  his  government.  He  informed  me  that  immediately  lOter 
receiving  the  despatch  of  M.  Drouyn  de  THuys  he  had  called  upon  me,  in  order 
to  communicate  its  contents  to  me,  but  had  not  found  me  at  home.  I  infer  from 
his  expressions,  both  on  this  and  other  occasions,  that  his  personal  sympathies 
are  in  favor  of  the  preservation  of  the  Union.  The  only  defence  of  the  propo- 
sition which  he  offered  was,  that  it  was  very  carefully  worded;  did  not  betray  a 
hostile  spirit,  and  that  an  armistice  need  not  necessarily  include  the  raising  of 
the  blockade. 

The  British  ambassador,  Lord  Napier,  has  been  especially  kind  and  cordial 
in  his  personal  intercourse,  but  seems  disposed  to  avoid  any  discussion  of  our 
national  struggle,  or  the  European  propositions  concerning  it. 

There  are  in  Russia  about  237,000  stand  of  arms  which  have  been  condemned, 
and  offered  for  sale  by  the  government.  Eight  or  ten  thousand  of  them  have 
percussion  locks  and  bayonets ;  but  the  remainder  are  flint-lock  muskets,  and 
carbines  of  an  obsolete  pattern,  and  may  be  had  for  75  copeks  (about  58  cents) 
apiece.  A  few  days  ago  I  discovered  that  an  American  here,  well  known  for 
his  treasonable  sentiments,  had  been  examining  the  specimens  offered,  with  the 
expressed  intention  of  making  a  large  purchase.    In  the  absence  of  any  fund 
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for  detective  service,  I  Iwive  been  volantarily  assisted  by  two  loyal  American 
residents,  who  bave  been  so  successfal  in  following  np  the  transaction  that  no 
farther  steps  can  be  taken  without  their  knowledge.  The  arms  are  so  worthless* 
however,  that  I  do  not  anticipate  their  purchase. 

The  imperial  court  is  at  present  in  Moscow,  where  it  will  remain  for  the  next 
three  weeks.  The  internal  condition  of  the  empire  is  generally  quiet  and  satis- 
&ctory.  Since  the  promulgation  of  the  plan  of  judicial  reform,  the  increase  in 
public  confidence  has  been  very  remarkable.  Count  Pauin,  who  opposed  its 
adoption,  has  been  dismissed  from  the  ministry. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

BAYARD  TAYLOR, 

Charge  d'A^airet, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Taylor. 


No.  9.]  Department  op  State, 

Washingtonf  December  7,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatches  of  November  11, 
(No.  18,)  November  12,  (No.  19,)  and  November  15,  (No.  20.)  These  papers, 
in  their  order,  open  and  clear  up  the  subject  of  the  action  of  Russia  upon  the 
proposition  which  was  recently  made  to  her  and  to  Great  Britain  by  France,  for 
a  joint  appeal  of  all  three  of  the  powers  to  the  United  States.  The  considera- 
tion which  they  suggest  has,  however,  already  been  anticipated  in  my  previous 
instructions. 

I  have  now  only  to  renew  the  expression  of  the  satisfaction  of  the  President 
with  the  prudent,  just,  and  friendly  course  pursued  by  the  government  of  the 
Csar  on  that  interesting  occasion. 

On  reading  your  despatches  I  cannot  avoid  seeing  that  some  exaggerations 
of  our  affairs,  which  attended  the  political  canvass  which  has  been  recently  held 
here,  have  been  presented  to  Europe,  even  by  friends  of  this  country,  as  por- 
tentous facts,  ana  have  been  influential  in  inducing  the  ill-judged  proceeaing 
of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys,  and  investing  it  with  an  importance  far  beyond  its 
merits. 

All  these  exaggerations,  having  had  in  some  measure  their  desired  local  and 
temporary  success,  have  now  passed  away.  Even  those  who,  on  either  side,  got 
them  up  in  the  heat  of  argument  have  forgotten  them,  and  the  whole  country, 
with  all  the  departments  of  the  government,  has  become  satisfied  that  the  pro- 
gress of  the  government  in  suppressing  the  insurrection  is  satisfactory.  I  am 
not  disposed  to  judge  foreign  nations  harshly  for  their  want  of  confidence  in  the 
maintenance  of  the  Union,  since  they  are  naturally  misled  by  our  own  partisan 
excitements,  the  nature  and  character  of  which  must  be  very  imperfectly  under- 
stood abroad. 

I  think  that  if  the  European  statesman  should  undertake  a  survey  of  his 
own  political  hemisphere,  he  would  hardly  find  a  nation  which,  at  this  time,  is 
more  thoroughly  convinced  of  its  present  safety  and  assured  welfare  than  the 
United  States.  Our  great  expedition  assigned  to  Major  General  Banks  has 
moved  towards  its  destination,  and  it  will  soon  be  heard  from.  Our  forces  are 
clearing  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  Another  army  is  pressing  the  insurgents 
in  Virginia.  Our  iron-clad  fleet  is  growing  with  rapidity,  and  it  will  soon 
reduce  the  last  remaining  insurgent  port.  The  principal  part  of  Tennessee  is 
restored.    Elections  are  being  held  in  portions  of  several  of  the  insurrectionary 
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States,  which  will  restore  in  those  regions  the  civil  administration  of  the  federal 
government. 

A  new  year  is  thus  likely  to  open  with  better  auspices  for  the  country  than 
either  of  its  predecessors,  1861  and  1862. 

It  is  well  to  be  watchful  of  intrigues  abroad,  and  to  guard,  so  far  as  is  pos- 
sible, against  misapprehensions,  much  more  against  injurious  policies  on  the  part 
of  foreign  states;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  country  and  the  government 
require  every  one  of  its  representatives  to  be  assured,  and  at  all  times  to  be, 
prepared  to  assure  the  state  to  which  he  is  accredited,  that  any  foreign  power 
which  thinks  this  people  is  ready  to  divide  and  destroy  itself  is  mistaken,  and 
that  if  any  such  state  thinks  that  the  Union  can  be  destroyed  by  interference 
from  any  foreign  quarter,  this  belief  is  even  still  more  erroneous. 

The  President's  message,  and  the  reports  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury, 
War,  and  the  Navy,  will  be  very  usefiil  in  enabling  you  to  show  to  Prince 
Gortchacow  the  grounds  of  the  public  confidence  in  the  stability  of  the  Union, 
which  I  have  endeavored  to  describe. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bayard  Taylor,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfv. 


Mr.  Taylor  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  22.]  Lkgation  of  the  United  States, 

St,  Petersburgh,  December  17,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatches  (Nos.  4, 
5,  and  6)  of  the  19th,  22d,  and  24th  of  November,  respectively.     I  need  not 
assure  you  how  welcome  were  their  contents.     By  referring  to  my  last  despatch 
(No.  21,  of  November  28)  you  will  understand  how  much  the  independent  step 
I  ventured  in  order  to  revive  the  confidence  of  the  imperial  government  in  our 
final  success  has  been  strengthened  by  your  official  declarations.     I  rejoice  to 
be  able  to  announce  that  my  efforts  have  not  been  wholly  unsuccessful,  and  I 
am  sure  that  the  help  you  have  now  furnished  to  me  will  be  sufficient  to  restore 
that  faith  in  their  destiny  which  the  United  States  expect  from  a  friendly  power. 
Mr.  Adams  having  communicated,  in  answer  to  my  confidential  letter,  an 
encouraging  statement  of  the  present  attitude  of  England,  I  took  occasion,  in  an 
interview  which  I  had  with  Prince  Gortchacow  last  week,  to  read  to  him  some 
portions  of  it.     This  led  to  a  renewed  conversation  upon  American  affairs,  and 
it  was  very  soon  evident  to  me  that  the  anxiety  which  his  excellency  had  mani- 
fested on  previous  occasions  was  beginning  to  subside.     He  still  inquired, 
nevertheless,  whether  some  arrangement  with  the  insurgents  which  would  put 
an  end  to  the  war  was  not  possible.     I  replied  that  so  long  as  their  professed 
object  was  a  division  of  the  Union,  the  federd  government  could  not  even  take 
the  first  step  toward  such  an  arrangement.     "  Would  Russia,"  I  asked,  "  wel- 
come an  immediate  peace  at  the  piice  of  separation  1"     "  No,'*  he  answered, 
after  a  moment's  reflection ;  "but  what  terms  would  be  accepted  by  the  federal 
government  ?" 

"Unconditional  submission  to  the  authority  of  the  Constitution.  Nothing 
more  would  be  required,  nothing  less  accepted,"  I  replied. 

"Would  your  people  be  satisfied  with  that  ?"  the  Prince  again  asked.  "Would 
the  government  consent  to  suspend  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves  on  the  simple 
acknowledgment  by  the  southerners  of  the  federal  authority  1" 

I  assured  him  that  the  preservation  of  the  Union  was  the  one  great  and  vital 
object  which  the  government  of  the  United  States  had  in  view.  The  decree  of 
emancipation  was  intended  solely  as  a  weapon  to  defend  the  natioTial  life,  and 
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its  employment  or  relinqaishment  depended  on  the  rebels  tbemBelves.  Thej 
knew,  I  added,  that  it  would  be  dropped,  with  all  its  consequences,  if  thej 
Bhoold  now  express  a  willingness  to  lay  down  their  arms  and  trust  to  the  mag- 
nanimity of  the  national  govemment.  The  latter  makes  no  formal  proposition 
to  them,  for  it  is  not  necessary.    The  door  is  at  all  times  open  for  their  return. 

This  assurance  seemed  to  give  great  satisfaction  to  the  Prince.  His  tone 
became  more  moderate  and  hopeful.  And  I  was  thus  enabled  to  repeat  my 
statements  of  the  improyed  aspects  of  the  national  cause,  with  the  confidence 
that  they  would  produce  the  desired  eflPect. 

The  misstatements  of  the  English  press,  and  even  in  the  United  States  of 
northern  journals  ,that  are  not  heartily  loyal,  create  impressions  here  which  I 
am  obliged  continually  to  combat.  The  JaurTud  de  St,  Petersbourg  generally 
copies  its  resume  news  from  the  Courier  des  Etats  Unu,  probably  to  save  the 
trouble  of  translation,  and  thus  the  Russians  receive  their  current  history  of 
military  and  political  movements  in  America  with  the  coloring  given  to  it  by 
that  particular  sheet.  Prince  Grortchacow  had  evidently  been  led  to  fear  that 
the  war  was  taking  the  character  of  a  crusade  against  slavery,  and  hence  that 
overtures  of  submission,  involving  the  continuance  of  that  institution  in  the 
States  where  it  exists,  would  not  be  accepted  by  the  federal  government.  I 
trust,  however,  that  I  have  succeeded  in  removing  this  impression  from  his  mind. 

After  receiving  your  last  despatches  I  again  applied  for  an  interview,  which 
was  granted  to-day.  I  informed  the  Prince  that  I  was  authorized  to  communi- 
cate to  him  the  sincere  congratulations  of  the  government  of  the  United  States 
on  the  new  and  auspicious  reform  which  his  Imperial  Majesty  has  decreed.  He 
expressed  great  pleasure  at  the  fact  of  my  having  reported  the  project,  and 
especially  at  the  prompt  recognition  of  its  importance  by  the  President,  whose 
congratulations  he  accepted  as  another  evidence  of  the  interest  which  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  feels  in  the  progress  of  Russia.  "We  have  stepped 
from  one  peacefril  revolution  to  another,"  said  he,  "and  my  earnest  wish  is  that 
your  revolution  could  have  been  accomplished  in  the  same  way." 

Your  despatch  No.  5,  of  November  22,  is  so  complete  a  justification  of  state- 
ments which  I  had  ventured  to  make  without  special  instructions  before  receiv- 
ing it,  and,  moreover,  expresses  so  much  reciprocal  kindness  and  consideration  for 
the  views  of  the  imperial  government,  that  I  made  and  presented  to  Prince 
Gortchacow  a  copy  of  it.  I  stated  to  him  that  I  was  not  instructed  to  do  so, 
but  that  I  was  sure  its  contents  would  be  gratifjring  to  him.  He  was  anxious 
to  know  whether  I  had  received  any  reply  to  my  despatches  concerning  the 
proposal  of  intervention.  I  told  him  a  reply  had  not  yet  arrived,  but  that  I 
felt  confident  the  action  of  Russia  would  be  interpreted  as  he  desired.  At 
parting  he  was  unusually  cordial.  "There  will  be  no  misunderstanding,"  said 
he,  "so  long  as  you  and  I  act  for  our  government." 

The  steady  forward  movement  of  our  armies  gives  more  encouragement  to 
our  friends  here  than  many  such  battles  as  those  of  Antietam  and  Perryville. 
This  evidence  of  a  determination  on  the  part  of  the  government  to  press  the 
war  with  all  possible  vigor  to  a  speedy  conclusion  begins  to  turn  the  scale  of 
opinion  once  more  in  our  favor.  At  the  present  crisis  in  our  national  fortunes 
nothing  can  do  us  so  much  damage  abroad  as  inaction,  either  real  or  apparent,  I 
most  fervently  hope  that  the  restoration  of  confidence,  the  commencement  of 
which  I  am  now  able  to  report,  will  not  again  suffer  a  relapse. 

It  has  been  rumored  that  Mr.  Maury  is  on  his  way  to  tnis  court  as  an  agent 
of  the  so-called  "confederate"  government,  and  I  have,  therefore,  prepared  the 
way  for  him  by  informing  prince  Gortchacow  of  the  manner  in  which  he  deserted 
the  national  service. 

The  imperial  court  is  still  at  Moscow,  where  the  Emperor  has  been  received 
with  more  than  the  usual  enthusiasm.  His  addresses  to  the  deputations  of  nobles 
and  peasants  have  given  new  illustrations  of  the  fimmess  ip4^#9yeicgyj>f^hiB^ 


774  DIPLOMATIC    COREESPONDENCB. 

character.  The  rumors  of  threatened  diatorbances  which  were  80  cnrrent  last 
Bummer  have  ceased ;  the  peasants  are  coming  to  a  sober  comprehension  of  the 
change  in  their  condition,  and  it  appears  nearly  certain  that  the  critical  phase  in 
the  working  oat  of  so  vast  a  reform  has  been  safely  passed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

BAYARD  TAYLOR, 

Charge  d*  Affaires. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Taylor  to  Mr.  Seward, 


No.  23.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

St,  Peteriburghy  December  19,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  am  at  length  enabled  to  give  you  some  further  information  concerning 
the  project  of  telegraphic  communication  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Russian  empire,  which  was  submitted  to  the  imperial  ministry  of  foreign  affiurs 
by  Mr.  Cameron  on  the  17th  of  September. 

Immediately  on  receiving  your  despatch  No.  17,  of  October  21,  I  commimi- 
cated  to  Prince  Gortchacow  the  explanation  which  you  desired  to  have  made  io 
relation  to  the  assistance  which  it  was  hoped  the  undertaking  would  receive 
firom  the  government  of  the  United  States.  The  application  of  Mr.  GoUius  had 
already  been  referred  to  General  Melnikoff,  the  chief  director  of  ways  of  com- 
munication, and  I  suppose  he  likewise  received  the  explanation.  After  several 
interviews  with  General  Melnikoff  and  with  General  Kozakow,  the  governor 
eeneral  of  Eastern  Siberia,  who  is  at  present  in  this  city,  and  who  cordially 
favors  the  undertaking,  Mr.  Collins  has  at  last  received  an  official  reply  from 
the  former,  which,  in  substance,  is  equivalent  to  an  acceptance  of  his  plan. 

Greneral  Melnikoff  states  that  the  imperial  government  finds  no  difficulty  in 
granting  the  desired  privilege  for  a  tel^raph  line  by  way  of  the  Aleutian  islands 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Amoor,  requesting  only  to  be  positively  informed,  in  advance, 
of  the  length  of  time  necessary  to  construct  the  line,  the  term  for  which  the  ex- 
clusive privilege  would  be  required,  and  the  conditions  of  transmitting  despatches 
over  the  connecting  Russian  lines.  He  further  states,  that  if  the  route  via 
Behring's  straits  is  prepared,  while  no  difficulty  is  foreseen  by  the  government 
in  granting  the  privilege  demanded,  yet,  on  account  of  the  wild  and  unexplored 
character  of  the  territory  to  be  traversed,  it  would  be  advisable  first  to 'ascertain 
the  practicability  of  successfully  constructing  and  operating  the  line.  :  He  con- 
cludes by  saying,  "At  all  events,  our  government  will  be  ready  to  co-operate 
with  you  as  far  as  possible  in  carrying  out  your  enterprise." 

This  favorable  reply,  so  promptly  given,  justifies  me  in  anticipating  the  con- 
currence of  the  imperial  government  in  Mr.  Collins's  proposal.  As  soon  as  he 
has  completed  his  reply  to  General  Melnikoff's  communication,  he  will  forward 
to  you  a  full  report  of  the  transactions. 

I  shall  omit  no  opportunity  of  rendering  him  assistance,  for  I: regard  the 
proposed  telegraphic  connexion  in  the  light  of  national  rather  than  individual 
interests. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

BAYARD  TAYLOR, 

Charge  d^ Affaires, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Taylor. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  10.]  Department  op  State, 

WathingUm,  December  23,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  deepatch  of  November  28  (No.  21)  lia«  been  Bubmitted  to  the 
Preeid^it.  A  peniBal  of  it  produces  the  same  impreBsion  which  follows  the 
reading  of  the  despatches  of  all  our  representatives  in  £urope,  namely,  that  the . 
government  of  the  Utifted  States  is  regarded  by  foreign  governments  as  weak 
and  in  critical  circumstances.  The  existence  of  such  an  opinion  in  Europe  is 
natural.  Our  utterances,  which  are  controversial  because  we  are  really  free  and 
confident  of  the  national  safety,  however  we  may  seem  to  despond,  too  often 
present  the  government  in  this  lisht  This  is  the  result  of  a  commendable 
impatience  for  greater  activity,  with  the  promise  of  greater  and  speedier  results. 
The  insurgent  emissaries  in  Europe  inculcate  the  same  opinion,  and  their  pre- 
judiced or  interested  European  sympathizers  have  the  public  ear  in  Europe,  as 
insurgent  exiles  always  do.  Nothing,  however,  could  be  more  injurious  to  the 
country  than  a  seeming  admission  of  the  justice  of  the  opinion  in  question  by 
this  government  This  sentiment  was  among  those  which  induced  my  instruc- 
tions to  yourself,  Mr.  Dayton,  and  Mr.  Adams,  to  ask  no  explanations  and  make 
no  comments  on  any  explanations  which  should  be  offered  oy  any  of  the  three 
powers  which  latdy  engaged  in  a  correspondence  with  each  other  concerning 
American  affi&irs.  The  note  which  you  have  addre3sed  to  Prince  Grortchacow, 
exhibiting  our  resources  and  advantages,  was  written  before  you  received  this 
insfamction ;  and  it  is  believed  that,  from  your  known  ability,  you  have  made 
the  argument  presented  a  strong  one,  and,  therefore,  the  President,  so  far  from 
censuring  you  for  the  performance,  is  rath^  gratified  with  it.  But  it  will  be 
well  for  you,  nevertheless,  to  explain  to  Prince  Gortchacow  that  this  govern- 
ment would  not  have  instructed  vou  to  write  the  paper,  and  that  for  the  special 
reason  before  mentioned  it  would  not  have  approved  of  it  had  the  government 
been  advised  of  the  preparation  of  the  document.  At  no  previous  time  since 
this  civil  war  began  has  this  government  been  better  assured  of  its  ultimate 
success  in  the  present  contest,  or  had  more  gratifying  proofs  of  the  strength  of 
the  very  extraordinary  political  system  which  was  bequeathed  to  us  by  our 
Others ;  and  the  President  is  no  more  likely  to  accept  overtures  of  foreign  media- 
tion in  our  afisEurs  than  the  government  of  the  United  States  is  likely  to  offer 
its  mediation  in  similar  affairs  to  any  other  nation. 

To-day  members  of  Congress  arrive  here  who  have  been  duly  elected  in 
Louisiana;  and  this  is  a  palpable  demonstration  that  the  crisis  of  disunion  has 
passed,  and  the  process  of  restoration  has  begun. 
♦  ^(•♦♦•••♦* 

la  regard  to  Russia,  the  case  is  a  plain  one.  She  has  our  friendship,  in  every 
case,  in  preference  to  any  other  European  power,  simpl/  because  she  always 
wishes  us  well,  and  leaves  us  to  conduct  our  affiurs  as  we  think  best. 

I  do  not  misunderstand  the  seductions  which  partisan  divisions  existing  here, 
not  in  reality  disloyal,  offer  to  foreign  powers.  Such  seductions  are  always 
offered  in  every  civil  war.  I  can,  however,  hardly  remember  a  case  in  history 
in  which  any  foreign  state  listened  to  such  persuations  with  any  advantage 
aeeming  to  itself  or  to  the  state  in  whose  behalf  its  sympathy  was  moved. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant^ 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bayard  Taylor,  fy:.,  ^.,  ifc. 
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Mr.  Taylor  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  24.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

St.  Petersburghy  December  31,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  despatches,  No.  8,  of  December  1,  and  No.  9,  of  December  7, 
together  with  the  copy  of  your  despatch  No.  263,  of  November  30,  to  Mr. 
Dayton,  have  been  received..  The  copious  extracts  from  your  published  cor- 
respondence, especially  with  the  legations  at  London  and  Paris,  received  at  the 
same  time  through  the  public  prints,  complete  my  understanding  of  the  policy 
of  the  government  in  its  foreign  relations  during  the  changing  fortunes  of  the 
present  year,  and  arm  me  sufficiently  to  meet  any  new  questions  that  may  arise. 
I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  to  you  the  profound  gratification  which  I  have 
derived  from  the  perusal  of  this  correspondence.  The  calm,  confident,  self-pos- 
sessed attitude  of  the  government  which  it  reveals,  undiscouraged  by  temporary 
reverses  at  home,  and  presenting  a  firm  and  dignified  front  to  the  imp^inent 
suggestions  of  interference  from  abroad,  cheers  and  strengthens  the  American 
representative,  whose  anxieties  increase  in  proportion  to  the  distance  from  his 
own  country,  and  to  his  diminished  opportunities  of  receiving  regular  and  reli- 
able information  of  passing  events. 

My  despatch  No.  22,  of  December  17,  will  have  already  satisfied  you  that  the 
effect  produced  by  misstatements  and  exaggerations,  many  of  which  have  their 
origin  at  home,  and  are,  therefore,  all  the  more  likely  to  mislead  foreign  observers, 
has  been  of  late  very  much  diminished.  The  admirable  tone  of  the  President's 
message,  temperate,  yet  firm,  dispassionate,  yet  profoundly  earnest,  has  pro- 
duced a  most  favorable  impression  throughout  Europe.  As  soon  as  it  reached 
me,  I  forwarded  one  of  the  official  copies  to  Prince  Gortchacow,  and  it  has  since 
been  translated  and  published  entire,  though  without  comment  in  the  govern- 
ment journal.  But  the  President's  striking  presentation  of  the  steady  growth 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  rapidity  by  wnich  the  burden  of  any  extraordi- 
nary expenditure  is  thereby  lightened,  needs  no  comment.  It  speaks  for  itself; 
and  no  unprejudiced  reader  can  fail  to  see  that  if  the  present  war  for  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  integrity  of  the  nation  is  a  check  drawn  upon  the  resources 
of  the  coming  years,  their  natural  increase  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  it.  ITiis 
is  a  vast  advantage  we  possess  over  the  nations  of  Europe,  which,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Russia,  have  either  approached  the  limit  of  their  material  develop- 
ment or  are  shorn  of  their  increase  by  the  superior  attractions  offered  by  new 
lands;  and  its  importance,  as  an  element  of  present  and  future  power,  has  never 
been  understood  abroad.  I  believe  thaf;  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  stated 
by  the  President  will  furnish  the  surest  basis  for  a  renewed  confidence  in  the 
stability  of  the  American  republic. 

Your  remarks  in  relation  to  exaggerated  statements  which  **  have  been  pre- 
sented to  Europe,  even  by  friends  of  this  country,  as  portentous  fects,"  are 
entirely  correct,  as  is  also  your  judgment  of  the  temporary  character  of  the 
impressions  they  have  created.  But  to  combat  these  impressions  while  they 
lasted  was  a  serious  task.  It  is  always  a  more  difficult  because  a  more  delicate 
labor  to  allay  the  impatience  of  friends  than  to  resist  the  open  hostility  of  ene- 
mies. I  was  not  then  in  possession  of  all  the  weapons  which  your  recent 
despatches  and  the  government  papers  laid  before  Congress  afford  me  at  present. 
To  the  continued  demand  for  explanations  of  abortive  military  movements,  of 
the  failure  of  the  federal  armies,  superior  in  numbers,  in  equipment,  and  means 
of  support,  to  achieve  any  important  advantage  over  the  rebels  from  May  to 
November,  I  could  give  no  satisfactory  reply.  I  may  say  now  frankly  that  the 
delays  of  General  McClellan  and  the  inaction  of  General  Buell  have  done  our 
cause  great  damage  among  its  European  friends.  Even  after  the  battle  of 
Antietam,  Prince  Gortchacow  intimated  to  me  that  it  was  not^olitic  to  talk  of 
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.final  success  while  Lee's  axmj  was  on  the  Potomac.  It  is  very  evident  that 
the  judgment  of  Europe  accremts  the  rebel  commanders  in  Virginia  with  a  gen- 
eralship iBuperior  to  that  of  our  own.  I  mention  this  as  a  simple  fact,  which 
adds  its  strength  to  the  erroneous  impressions  of  which  you  speak. 

My  own  course  has  been  to  show,  by  the  simplest  and  most  easily  under- 
stood representations,  that  a  division  of  the  Union  will  not  be  allowed  to  take 
place.  The  democratic  party,  I  have  asserted,  professes  an  equal  devotion  to 
the  national  cause ;  thousands  of  its  members  are  fighting  in  the  ranks  of  our 
armies ;  and  if  its  leaders  assume  an  attitude  of  opposition  to  the  administra- 
tion, it  is  not  that  they  really  design  to  encourage  the  insurgents,  but  that  they 
differ  in  regard  to  the  policy  to  be  pursued  in  defeating  their  parricidal  scheme. 
While  admitting  the  failure  of  our  armies  to  accomplish  all  that  was  promised 
and  might  reasonably  have  been  expected  from  their  summer  campaign,  I  have 
insisted  that  the  rebellion  has  been  steadily  losing  ground  in  the  regions  most 
essential  to  its  success.  Its  plans  with  regard  to  Oalifomia,  to  New  Mexico, 
Arizona,  and  the  other  Territories  of  the  United  States,  have  been  most  sig- 
nally defeated.  Missouri  has  been  so  thoroughly  secured  to  the  Union  that  the 
batUe-ground  is  now  virtually  removed  from  her  soil ;  and  Maryland  and  Ken- 
tucky, whose  loyalty  seemed  to  waver  in  the  beginning,  have  at  last  purged 
themselves  of  the  dishonoring  doubt.  The  secured  possession  of  these  States 
and  of  Western  Virginia,  with  the  command  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  of  every 
port  on  our  long  line  of  sea-coast,  which  our  present  navtd  strength  assures  to 
us,  will  confine  the  rebellion  within  limits  too  narrow  for  its  existence.  Holding 
thus  its  borders  on  every  side,  we  need  only  act  on  the  defensive  thereaftei:  to 
compass  its  gradual  dissolution.  We  will  have  so  cut  down  the  basis  upon 
which  it  was  undertaken,  so  restrained  that  spirit  of  aggression  which  is  its 
breath  of  life,  that  we  might  even,  holding  Tennessee,  give  to  the  States  between 
the  Mississippi  and  the  James  rivers  permission  to  establish  a  separate  republic, 
safe  in  our  knowledge  that  the  hopelessness  of  the  task  would  prevent  the  offer 
firom  being  accepted. 

The  most  momentous  results  of  the  war,  thus  far,  have  not  been  owing  to  the 
direct  effect  of  the  battles  that  have  been  fought.  All  along  the  line  of  msputed 
territory  I  can  trace  the  footsteps  of  a  moral  change.  State  after  State  is  slowly 
emerging  from  the  darkness  of  the  struggle,  and  shining  more  fairly  in  the  light 
of  an  undoubted  allegiance  to  the  Union.  The  interests  of  a  peculiar  system 
are  giving  w/iy  before  the  overpowering  importance  of  preserving  the  national 
life.  The  ground  thus  won  is  won  forever ;  and  though  the  war  should  last 
for  years,  the  gradual  consolidation  and  extension  of  that  broad,  all-embracing 
sentiment  of  loyalty  without  which  no  nation  can  have  a  permanent  existence, 
will  repay  us  for  its  losses  and  its  trials. 

These,  however,  are  features  of  our  struggle  which  foreigners,  even  those  best 
informed  in  regard  to  American  affairs,  do  not  at  once  perceive.  The  military 
operations,  on  the  other  hand,  stand  forth  prominently  in  the  eyes  of  all,  and 
our  fortunes  are  measured  by  them  alone.  The  recent  articles  in  the  Revue  da 
Deux  Mondes,  ascribed  to  the  Prince  de  Joinville,  have  been  everywhere  re- 
printed and  read,  and  their  effect  has  been  all  the  greater  that  they  emanate 
from  one  friendly  to  our  cause.  In  various  ways  an  impression  has  been  very 
generally  established  that  our  armies  are  lacking  in  discipline  and  soldierly 
esprit,  and  that  the  number  of  men  the  nation  can  bring  into  the  field  is  no  real 
measure  of  its  military  strength.  The  pictures  of  the  destitute  and  suffering 
condition  of  the  rebel  armies,  which  continually  reach  us  through  both  northern 
and  southern  journals,  naturally  increase  for  us  the  shame  of  defeat,  and  lessen 
the  prestige  of  victory.  When  I  find  these  views  shared  by  many  of  the  loyal 
American  citizens  with  whom  I  come  in  contact,  I  cannot  wonder  that  the  con- 
fidence of  our  foreign  friends  should  be  now  and  then  shaken.    I  have,  there- 
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fore,  in  mj  intercourse  with  the  latter,  principally  confined  myself  to  representa- 
tions of  the  important  sources  of  encouragement  already  mentioned. 

I  foresee  that  the  terrible  repulse  of  General  Bnmside's  army  at  Fredericks- 
burg, the  news  of  which  has  just  reached  here  by  telegraph,  will  be  at  once 
seized  upon  by  our  enemies,  and  brandished  in  the  face  of  Europe  as  another 
evidence  of  the  hopelessness  of  the  national  cause.  I  shall,  not,  however,  suffer 
the  humiliating  fact  to  depress  my  hopes,  or  shake  my  steadfast  faith  in  the 
Divine  wisdom  which  guides  our  struggle.  The  news  is  not  a  cheering  gift  for 
the  new  year  which  opens  to-morrow ;  but  perhaps  the  next  sun  which  dawns 
upon  the  world  will  witness,  before  its  setting,  the  grandest  triiAnph  of  the  repub- 
lic, and  consecrate  the  day  as  an  anniversary  of  jubilee  in  our  future  history. 

I  have  communicated  to  the  imperial  government  the  thanks  of  that  of  the 
United  States  for  the  generous  assistance  rendered  on  the  occasion  of  the  wreck 
of  the  American  ship  Emperor. 

No  answer  has  yet  been  roceived  to  the  circular  of  Mr.  Blair  in  rolation  to  a 
postal  convention,  or  to  the  application  of  the  Navy  DepaHanent  for  tracings  of 
the  internal  arrangem^its  of  men-of-war. 

I  trust  that  the  foregoing  statement  of  the  views  which  have  guided  my  action 
as  temporary  ropresentative  of  the  United  States  at  this  court  will  be  satisfactory 
to  the  I^resident.  Of  my  earnest  desire  to  forward  the  interests  of  my  country, 
in  every  legitimate  way,  you  do  not  need  to.be  assured,  and  I  trust  you  will 
feel  satisfied,  in  case  any  new  complications  should  arise,  that  I  shall  not  lightly 
estimate  or  carolessly  exerdse  the  trust  committed  to  my  hands. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

BAYARD  TAYLOR, 

Charge  d' Affaires. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StaUy  4^.,  4^.,  i^c* 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Mr.  Taylor. 


No,  13.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  January  14,  1863. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  December  19  (No.  23)  has  been  received^  The  Presi- 
dent is  gratified  with  the  favorable  reception  which  the  impmial  government  has 
accorded  to  Mr.  Collins's  proposition  for  the  privilege  of  extending  the  Russian 
telegraph.  We  wait,  however,  the  definitive  disposition  of  the  subject  which 
Prince  Gortchacow  has  authorized  you  to  expect. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Bayard  Taylor,  Esq.,  ^c,  Sfv. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Taylor. 


No.  14.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  January  14,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  December  17  (No.  22)  has  been  submitted  to  the 
President,  and  I  am  authorized  to  approve  the  representations  mentioned  therein, 
which  you  have  made  to  Prince  Gortchacow. 

A  new  campaign  has  been  begun,  with  alternating  successes  and  disappoint- 
ments. The  victory  at  Murfreesboro'  was  a  great  one,  and  it  has  been  followed 
by  very  beneficial  results.    Our  army  in  Arkansas  continues  to  be  successful. 
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The  inBurgents  have  been  repulsed  in  their  attack  npon  Springfield,  in  MisBouri. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  email  garrison  which  held  Galveston  has  been  surprised 
and  dislodged,  just  at  the  moment  when  re-enforcements  were  approaching  the 
harbor ;  and  General  Shennan,  after  a  very  gallant  assault,  has  oeen  repulsed^ 
at  Vicksburg.  Forces  are,  however,  again  gathering  at  that  point,  which  are 
believed  to  be  adequate  to  the  capture  of  the  town ;  and  a  demonstration  upon 
Charleston  will  very  probably  be  made  while  this  paper  is  on  its  way  to  St. 
Petersburgh. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Bayabd  Taylor,  Esq.,  ^.,  4^. 


Mr,  Taylor  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Extracts.] 


No.  27.]  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

St,  Petershurgh,  January  21,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  No.  10,  of  December  23,  was  received  on  the  17th  in- 
stant. The  first  portion  of  it,  which  relates  to  the  impression  conveyed  by  my 
despatch  No.  21,  of  November  28,  1862,  has,  I  trust,  been  already  answered  by 
my  subsequent  despatches.  I  consider  that  a  part  of  my  official  duty  is  to  ac- 
quaint you,  without  reserve  or  modification,  with  the  state  of  public  opinion  at 
tnis  capital  concerning  the  events  of  our  national  struggle.  These  statements, 
however,  are  entirely  of  an  objective  character,  and  I  have  unfortunately  chosen 
my  words  if  they  suggest  the  inference  that  I  have  in  any  manner  shared  the 
doubts  and  anxieties  which  I  have  described  as  being  prevalent  here. 

On  the  contrary,  I  have  invariably  expressed  my  confidence  in  the  strength 
of  the  federal  power,  and  the  successful  issue  of  the  struggle,  not  from  a  sense 
of  official  propriety,  but  from  my  own  unshaken,  individual  £uth.  I  believe, 
however,  that  you  will  not  have  misunderstood  me  in  this  respect. 

I  have  just  returned  fr^m  an  interview  with  Prince  Gortchacow,  which  I  had 
r^uested  immediately  upon  receiving  your  despatch.  •  •  •  • 
"  Tell  Mr.  Seward,"  saia  he,  "  that  uie  policy  of  Russia  in  regard  to  the  United 
States  is  fixed,  and  will  not  be  changea  by  the  course  adopted  by  any  other 
nation.  We  greatly  desire,  as  you  know,  the  termination  oi  your  imfortunate 
struggle,  but  we  shall  not  offer  our  friendly  mediation  until  it  is  certain  oiP  being 
accepted  by  both  sides-^by  the  federal  government  and  the  southern  States. 
We  earnestly  hope  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Union,  but  at  the  same  time  we 
have  no  hostility  to  the  southern  people ;  and  for  the  sake  of  both  sides,  we 
shall  gladly  proffer  our  services  when  they  are  mutually  requested,  but  not  until 
then."  This  reply,  I  trust,  will  prove  as  explicit  and  satisfactory  as  you  could 
have  desked ;  but  it  is  probably  no  more  thim  the  course  of  Russia  hitherto  has 
led  you  to  anticipate. 

I  also  gave  the  Prince  the  explanation  you  required,  concerning  the  state- 
ment of  the  strength  and  resources  of  the  United  States,  which  I  sent  to  him, 
unofficially,  in  November.  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  informed  him 
that  you  would  not  have  instructed  me  to  take  this  step,  and,  therefore,  would 
not  have  given  your  sanction,  had  you  been  informed  of  it  in  advance.  He 
answered  that  he  regarded  the  paper  at  the  time  he  reodved  it  entu*ely  as  a 
confidential  communication ;  that  he  had  read  it  with  great  interest,  and  was 
very  glad  that  I  had  prepared  it,  as  it  contained  important  &cts  which  had  not 
previously  come  to  his  knowledge.  He  further  said,  that  he  regarded  the  rela 
^ns  between  the  two  countries  as  possessing,  necessarily,  something  of  minti«> 
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mate  and  confidential  character,  and  my  act  was,  therefore,  especially  that  of  a 
friend. 

The  hest  justification  which  I  can  offer  for  an  unauthorized  step  of  the  kind 
is  the  good  effect  which  it  evidently  produced.  I  did  not  venture  upon  it  with- 
out careful  deliberation,  nor  can  I  now  perceive,  looking  back  to  that  period, 
that  it  was  iU-judged.  For  the  previous  two  months  our  military  operations 
only  had  been  watched  by  European  observers ;  and  in  November  the  impres- 
sion was  very  general  here,  even  among  our  friends,  that  the  national  cause  was 
about  to  fail.  I  do  not  suppose  that,  except  myself,  a  single  diplomatic  repre- 
sentative at  this  court  had  faith  in  our  success ;  our  real  sources  of  strength 
were  overlooked ;  and  the  imperial  government,  hearing  nothing  but  unfavora- 
ble opinions  from  all  quarters,  showed  signs  of  impatience  and  despondency. 
It  seemed  to  me  that  Russia  had  deserved,  by  her  steady  friendship  towards  us, 
that  her  confidence  in  our  national  power  and  stability  should  be  supjported. 
Such  support  I  knew  would,  under  tne  circumstances,  be  acceptable  to  her,  no 
less  than  advantageous  to  us.  The  paper  I  prepared  was  a  simple  exhibition  of 
our  actual  strength  and  resources;  it  contained  no  argument;  it  was  sent  to 
Prince  Grortchacow  unofficidly;  and,  as  I  have  to-day  learned  from  his  excel- 
lency, the  act  was  understood  precisely  as  I  had  desired.  Before  receiving 
your  last  despatch,  I  had  considered  that  I  was  incidentally  justified  by  the 
closing  words  of  your  despatch  No.  9,  of  December  7,  stating  that  the  Presi- 
dent's message  and  the  accompanying  reports  would  be  very  useful  in  enabling 
me  "  to  show  to  Pnnce  Gortchacow  tne  grounds  of  the  public  confidence  ip  the 
stability  of  the  Union."  I  had  already  endeavored  to  do  the  same  thing  by 
anticipating  some  of  the  statements  contained  in  these  documents. 

In  conversing  afterwards  on  the  recent  news  from  the  United  States,  espe- 
cially the  military  movements  in  the  west,  and  the  actions  of  Murfreesboro' 
and  Vicksburg,  the  Prince  took  occasion  to  say :  "  I  shall  be  glad,  nevertheless, 
when  you  cease  to  show  me  laurels.  They  are  always  dipped  in  blood;  but 
whenever  you  have  a  branch  of  olive  to  exhibit,  bring  it  to  me  at  once."  I 
replied  that  I  could,  at  least,  offer  him  an  olive  leaf^  in  the  magnanimous  policy 
adopted  by  General  Banks  at  New  Orleans,  and  that  by  adding  leaf  to  leaf  in 
this  manner,  we  would  finally  be  able  to  hold  the  entire  branch.  He  expressed 
his  pleasure  at  the  news,  which  he  had  already  noticed  in  the  papers,  and  his 
willingness  to  accept  it  as  a  leaf  from  the  tree  of  peace. 

On  the  13th  instant,  (New  Tear's  Day,  O.  S.,)  there  was  a  diplomatic  recep- 
tion at  the  winter  palace.  The  Emperor,  having  so  fortunately  passed  the 
point  of  danger  in  carrying  out  his  grand  reforms,  was,  apparently,  in  the  best 
of  health  and  spirits.  My  interview  with  him  was  brief,  out  very  satisfactory. 
He  asked  me  the  character  of  the  last  news  I  had  received  from  America.  I 
told  him  it  could  neither  be  called  good  nor  bad,  and  that  the  forces  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  government  were  scarcely  yet  in  motion.  "  But  you  anticipate 
good  news  soon,  do  you  not?"  he  asked.  "  You  are  sure  of  final  success  1"  I 
replied  that  I  should  not  consider  myself  worthy  to  represent  my  country  if  I 
doubted  it.  "Quite  right,"  he  remarked,  "and  I  hope  it  will  come  soon."  "All 
Americans  know,"  I  tJben  said,  "  that  your  Majesty  is  one  of  our  best  friends." 
He  bowed,  and  said,  "  I  shall  remain  so."  Afterwards  I  was  very  kindly  re- 
ceived by  the  Empress. 

At  the  court  bdl  two  days  afterwards,  the  Emperor  again  approached  me, 
and  after  some  pleasant  conversation,  spoke  of  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg. 
I  assui-ed  him  that  although  General  Bumside's  attempt  had  faUed,  the  bravery 
and  efficiency  of  our  soldiers  had  been  strikingly  exhibited,  and  the  country 
seemed  to  be  encouraged,  rather  than  depressed,  since  the  nature  of  the  battle . 
had  been  fairly  understood.  He  then  asked  me  what  was  the  next  news  I  ex- 
pected to  receive.    I  replied,  the  President's  proclamation  of  emancipation,  the 
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eftect  of  wbich,  I  hoped,  would  be  equivalent  to  manj  battles.    He  assented  to 
this  in  the  most  hearty  and  emphatic  manner. 

I  may  add  that  on  this  and  other  recent  occasions  which  I  have  attended  in 
my  official  capacity,  I  hi^ve  been  treated  by  all  the  officers  of  the  imperial  gov- 
ernment with  the  most  gratifying  courtesy  and  kindness. 

It  is  also  proper  to  state  that  Prince  Gortchacow,  at  our  interview  to-day,  in 
speaking  of  American  affi^iirs,  expressed  his  regret  at  the  violence  of  party  con- 
tentious in  the  loyal  States,  and  especially  at  the  direct  attack  recently  made 
upon  the  cabinet.  I  replied,  that  at  home,  where  the  nature  of  our  parties  and 
their  operations  are  better  understood,  these  differences  are  not  so  important  as 
they  appear  to  European  eyes;  they  were  to  be  deprecated  at  the  present  time, 
but  they  could  not  seriously  interfere  with  the  policy  of  the  government.  With 
regard  to  the  cabinet,  I  said,  that  from  all  I  could  learn,  it  was  now  stronger 
than  before  the  assault  was  made,  and  perhaps  in  consequence  of  it.  It  may 
not  be  out  of  place  for  me  to  add,  that  any  change  in  the  direction  of  our  foreign 
relations  would  be  regretted  at  this  court. 

The  internal  condition  of  the  Russian  Empire  continues  to  be  very  satisfac- 
tory. I  am  collecting  information  with  regard  to  various  important  changes 
which  are  now  being  developed,  and  will  shortly  forward  to  you  a  special  report 
on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

BAYARD  TAYLOR, 

Charge  d^ Affaires. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  5^.,  ifc,,  ifc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Taylor. 


No.  15.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  January  23,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  December  31  has  been  submitted  to  the  President, 
and  is  approved.  He  is  entirely  satisfied  with  the  skill,  discretion,  and  assiduity 
with  which  you  have  conducted  the  affairs  of  the  legation  since  they  fell  into 
your  hands. 

We  are  on  the  eve  of  important  movements,  which  as  yet  are  but  imperfectly 
understood  by  the  public.  A  part  of  the  force  which  so  brilliantly  carried  the 
Post  of  Arkansas  is  understood  to  have  ascended  the  White  river.  The  re- 
mainder, considerably  augmented,  is  supposed  to  have  already  returned  to  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg. 

A  long  and  very  severe  storm  has  suspended  projected  movements  of  the  army 
of  the  Potomac  at  Fredericksburg,  and  delayed  for  a  few  days  the  expedition 
against  Charleston.  We  learn  to-day  that  the  two  iron-clad  vessels  which  en- 
countered the  storm  on  their  way  to  the  scene  of  war,  not  only  are  safe,  but  have 
proved  their  adaptation  to  the  trials  of  the  seas. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bayard  Taylor,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^r.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Taylor  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  28.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

St.  Petersburgh,  January  27,  1863. 
Sir:  In  the  St.  Petersburgh  Vedomosti,  (Gazette,)  one  of  the  principal  daily 
papers  in  the  Russian  lanfiruage,  there  has  jupt  appeared  a  leadTig  oditorinl  nrtic^e 
uu  Uiii  Prcbidirui'rf  proclamation  of  emancipation.     After  reading  i  ,  (with  some 
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little  difficaltjy  owing  to  mj  incomplete  knowledge  of  Russian,)  I  find  it  so  jost 
and  sagacious  as  to  warrant  me  in  translating  and  forwarding  it  to  you.  Yoa 
will  doubtless  be  all  the  more  interested  in  perusing  an  article  from  this  source, 
as  it  represents  the  sentiments  of  the  middle  classes  of  the  Russian  people.  The 
press  here  is  really  freer  than  it  is  at  present  in  Prussia,  and  its  utterances  in 
regard  to  foreign  affairs  are  subjected  to  very  slight  restraint.  The  following 
article  may  therefore  be  taken  as  an  independent  expression  of  opinion,  neither 
suggested  nor  modified  by  the  known  attitude  of  the  imperial  goyemment 
towards  that  of  the  United  States. 

"  Mr.  Lincoln's  proclamation  of  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves  has  invoked, 
as  was  to  be  expected,  an  entire  series  of  accusations  and  reproaches,  more  or 
less  pathetic,  more  or  less  passionate,  but  in  substance  much  the  same,  and,  in 
our  opinion,  equally  unjust.  We  have  heard  the  echo  of  these  reproaches  in 
society,  in  private  conversation,  from  persons  who  are  not  at  all  interested  in 
the  termination  of  the  American  war,  or  the  solution  of  the  questions  it  involves. 
The  accusations  to  which  Mr.  Lincoln  is  subjected  may  be  reduced  to  two  prin- 
cipal heads.  First  of  all,  they  assert  that  his  proclamation  is  called  forth  not 
by  principle,  but  by  interest ;  not  from  conviction,  but  from  necessity ;  that  he 
promulgated  it  only  when  he  had  lost  evvy  hope  of  seeing  the  southern  States 
voluntarily  return  to  the  Union ;  that  he  retains  slavery  where  he  might  have 
abolished  it,  and  abolished  it  only  where  it  is  out  of  his  power  to  do  so ;  that 
its  abolition  is  meant,  (according  to  the  London  Times,)  as  a  punishment  for 
rebellion,  and  its  preservation  as  a  reward  for  loyalty  to  the  Union.  In  these 
accusations,  the  mere  personal  question  is  curiously  mixed  up  with  the  real  sub- 
stance of  the  act.  It  is  of  no  great  importance  for  us  to  know -by  what  succes- 
sive convictions  Mr.  Lincoln  was  guided  to  its  accomplishment.  The  act  of 
emancipation  itself  is  the  only  important  thing,  viewed  with  reference  to  the 
reasons  which  finally  led  to  its  promulgation.  A  pure,  benevolent  deed  may 
spring  from  an  impure  impulse,  and  the  action  called  forth  by  necessity  may  be 
at  the  same  time  perfectly  just.  What  would  be  said  of  the  historian  who 
should  condenm  the  Magna  Charta,  because  it  was  granted  by  the  miserable 
King  John  ?  or  the  declaration  of  the  *  Jeu  de  Paume,^  because  it  was  the  pro- 
duction of  the  venal  Mirabeau? 

"By  his  motives  we  may  judge  of  the  services  of  the  reformer,  but  not  of  the 
value  of  the  reform.  Mr.  Lincoln  never  was  an  abolitionist,  and  it  is  true  that 
during  the  first  year  of  his  government  his  policy  was  by  no  means  favorable 
to  immediate  emancipation.  But  among  his  advisers  and  friends,  upon  whom 
the  Times  almost  invokes  damnation,  many  have  been  for  years  devoted  to  the 
cause  of  emancipation,  and  to  them,  certainly,  the  proclamation  of  January  I 
has  a  deeper  significance  than  a  mere  measure  of  public  safety.  They  co-ope- 
rated in  preparing  the  proclamation,  and  therefore  it  cannot  be  considered  as 
only  the  result  of  a  calculation.  For  the  benefit  as  well  as  for  the  honor  of  the 
federal  government,  it  would  have  been  better  if  the  war  against  the  south  had 
taken  the  character  of  a  war  against  slavery  at  its  very  outset,  but  the  emanci- 
pationists were  yet  too  weak,  the  desire  to  preserve  the  Union  and  the  prejudice 
against  the  negro  too  strong.  Time  and  circumstances  have  changed  the  state 
of  the  case,  and  the  services  of  Mr.  Lincoln  consist  in  his  having  ventured  to 
make  use  of  the  opportunity.  We  do  not  see  anything  especially  heroic  in  the 
fact,  but  still  less  can  we  call  it  shameful.  We  may  perhaps  be  asked,  Why 
has  not  Mr.  Lincoln  liberated  the  slaves  in  the  States  remaining  loyal  to  the 
Union  ?  Here  we  find,  in  the  arguments  of  the  Timet  and  ^ther  pro-slavery 
papers,  a  very  singular  contradiction.  They  incessantly  repeat  that  the  procla- 
mation of  January  1  is  a  clearly  unjust  and  treacherous  {Sic  Morning  Post) 
violation  of  the  Constitution,  and  at  the  same  time  they  blame  Mr.  Lincoln  for 
not  having  committed  a  violation  ten  times  more  glaring  and  unjust.  The  Con- 
stitutiom  of  the  United  States  does  not  allow  the  central  power  to  interfere  in 
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the  local  inBtitutioDs  of  the  separate  States,  and  slavery  is  one  of  these  instita- 
tions.  The  southern  ^States  having  seceded  from  the  Union,  having  declared 
the  Constitution  as  invalid  for  them,  have  naturally  lost  all  the  rights  which  it 
guaranteed  to  them.  Therefore,  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  these  States  may  be 
proclaimed  without  violating  the  Constitution.  But  the  border  States,  which 
remained  loyal  to  the  Union,  are  still  under  its  protection.  In  reference  to 
them,  the  President  and  Congress  have  only  such  rights  as  the  central  power 
potsesses  in  ordinary  times  of  peace.  The  federal  government  may  and  should 
use  every  possible  means  to  induce  them,  voluntarily,  to  adopt  emancipation, 
but  as  long  as  the  Constitution  remains  unchanged,  it  has  no  right  to  force  them. 
The  President  has  manifested  his  determination  to  use  every  means  in  his 

Sower  to  promote  the  voluntary  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  border  States ;  to 
emand  of  him  more  than  this  would  be  unjust,  as  the  Times  well  understands. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  same  force  of  circumstances  whi^h  gave  rise  to  the 
proclamation,  will  lead  the  border  States  to  emancipation;  and  this,  in  our 
opinion,  is  the  best  result  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  policy. 

*'  Let  us  now  refer  to  the  other  accusation,  which  we  have  already  noticed, 
but  which  is  repeated  so  often  in  the  newspapers,  and  in  conversation,  that 
we  do  not  think  it  useless  to  add  a  few  words  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Lincoln  ia 
charged  with  inciting  the  slaves  to  rebellion  against  their  masters,  by  his 
proclamation.  Then  follows  a  series  of  eloquent  phrases  about  innocent  wives 
and  children,  torrents  of  blood,  each  drop  of  which  will  fall  on  Mr.  Lincoln's 
head,  &c.,  &c.  Here,  again,  we  notice  a  few  contradictions  and  inconsistencies. 
At  one  time,  the  proclamation  is  represented  as  a  dead  letter,  not  worth  the  pen 
with  which  it  was  signed ;  but  now  it  is  the  all-powerful  word,  whose  utterance 
ahaU  bring  forth  thunders  and  convulsions.  But  we  leave  these  contradictions, 
which  testify  only  to  the  blind  partisanship  of  the  firiends  of  the  south. 

"  Let  us  place  ourselves  on  any  plantation  whatever,  in  Greorgia  or  Arkansas, 
on  the  shores  of  the  Mississippi  or  the  Gulf  of  Mexico ;  let  us  suppose,  although 
it  would  probably  not  be  an  isolated  case,  that  the  proclamation  of  Lincoln 
penetrated  thither ;  that  in  spite  of  its  '  barbarous  language,'  it  was  read  from 
beginning  to  end  and  understood  by  the  slaves.  They  are  accustomed  from 
their  infancy  to  obey  the  whites ;  they  know  what  the  very  smallest  attempt  at 
resistance  costs  the  negro;  they  have  the  district  inspection,  now  especially 
rigorous — which  at  no  time  allows  of  any  combination  whatever  among  the 
negroes  of  the  di£Perent  plantations — thus  removing  every  possibility  of  recipro- 
cal consultation,  preliminary  to  the  deliberation  and  unanimous  execution  of 
th^ir  plan.  Is  it  possible  that  the  word  *  freedom,'  pronounced  at  the  same  time 
with  various  explanations  and  warnings  of  rights  scarcely  known  to  the  negroes, 
of  power  which  they  have  never  felt — is  it  possible  that  one  word  would  compel 
them  to  forget  their  helplessness,  to  overcome  their  cowardice,  and  rise  without 
the  chance  of  success  against  an  implacable  enemy,  powerful  to  destroy  them  in 
the  very  moment  of  their  rising?  We  may  be  answered  that  the  meaning  of  the 
explanation  is  destroyed  by  the  phrase,  granting  to  the  negro  the  right  of  indis- 
pensable  personal  defence  in  emergency,  and  advising  him  to  work  for  a  proper 
compensation ;  that  the  proclamation  commands  the  mUitary  authority  to  proclaim 
and  protect  the  freedom  of  the  negroes,  and  in  this  manner  stimulates  the  worst 
of  them  to  insurrection,  wherever  they  may  be  sustained  by  the  federal  armies. 
*The  opportunity  of  indispensable  defence,'  writes  the  New  York  corresponclent 
of  the  London  Titnesy '  will  present  itself  every  tune  when  the  slaves,  demanding 
their  own  labor,  shall  be  restrained  from  possessing  it.'  We  do  not  think  thai 
the  opinion  of  the  correspondent  conforms  to  the  judicial  idea  of  indispensable 
defence.  Not  thus  do  these  people,  accustomed  to  labor,  bom  and  brought  up 
to  it,  imderstand  the  opportunity  presented.  The  absolute  necessity  of  defence 
appears  much  further  off  to  them  than  to  us,  and  the  words  of  Mr.  Lincoln  will 
refer  to  them  only  in  cases  where  the  slaveholders  shall  menace  their  lives, 
when  resistance  shall  be  the  least  of  two  evils  offered  to  their  choice.    To 
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advise  them  to  work  faitbftilly  for  a  proper  compensation,  js  not  to  advise  them 
not  to  work  at  all  without  compensation ;  bat  even  if  it  is  understood  in  this 
manner,  then  from  the  explanations  already  given,  it  remains  without  influence 
on  the  negro,  because  it  does  not  give  him  the  possibility  of  following  it. 

"  Where  the  immediate  presence  of  the  federal  troops  encourages  the  negroes, 
they  may  certainly  be  expected  to  resist  their  masters ;  but  the  interference  of 
these  very  troops  will  always  keep  the  revolution  within  proper  limits,  and  pre- 
vent it  from  attaining  those  excesses  which  might  be  feared  from  the  passions 
of  the  slaves.  The  presence  of  a  federal  army,  in  a  revolted  State,  has  already 
had  the  eflPect  oiB.de  facto  liberation  of  the  slaves,  and  the  proclamation  of 
Mr.  Lincoln  only  embodies  the  fact  in  a  legal  form.  We  repeat,  that  wherever 
circumstances  favor  a  revolution,  it  will  always  take  place,  even  without  the 
proclamation;  but  wherever  the  negroes  are  powerless  and  unprotected,  the 
latter  cannot  incite  them  to  rebellion.  Perhaps  we  may  be  mistaken ;  perhaps 
deplorable  facts  may  prove  the  correctness  of  the  fears  expressed;  but  the 
probabilities  are  all  against  it,  as  Mr.  Lincoln  was  aware  before  he  took  the 
step.  Must  we  describe  the  extremes  to  which  the  friends  of  the  south  are 
carried  1  Must  we  state  that  there  are  newspapers  ( The  Morning  Post  and 
La  France)  which  dare  to  justify  the  brutal  proclamation  of  JeflPerson  Davis  T 
But  we  prefer  the  frankness  of  even  these  papers  to  the  hypocrisy  of  the 
Times,  which  solemnly  asserts  its  profound  repugnance  to  slavery,  and  at  the 
same  time  endeavors  to  prove  in  the  same  article  that  the  negro  can  only  be 
happy  under  the  paternal  care  of  his  owner." 

There  are  some  slight  misconceptions  in  this  article,  and  some  views  which 
are  more  novel  here  than  in  the  United  States ;  but  its  tone  is  earnest,  tem- 
perate, and  just.  Independent  of  the  subject,  it  chronicles  the  growth  Qf  a 
public  opinion  in  Russia,  and  may  interest  you,  at  least,  as  a  specimen  of  an 
influential  portion  of  the  press  here,  which  is  never  read  and  never  quoted  out- 
side of  the  empire. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

BAYARD  TAYLOR. 

Charge  d* Affaires. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Taylor.  • 

No.  17.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  February  18,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  January  21  (No.  27)  has  been-  received.  This  gov- 
ernment thought  that  it  might  be  deemed  an  exliibition  of  too  much  suscepti- 
bility if  it  should  show  a  desire  to  discuss  with  France,  Russia,  and  Great 
Britain  the  subject  of  the  diplomatic  communications  which,  without  conference 
with  the  United  States,  passed  between  those  respected  powers  concerning 
American  affairs,  on  the  initiation  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French. 

The  sending  of  your  private  unofficial  note,  and  the  accompanying  statement, 
to  Prince  Grortchacow,  described  in  your  despatch  No.  21,  of  the  28th  of  No- 
vember last,  the  dates  of  which  were  not  given,  was  a  proceeding  not  in  harmony 
with  the  sentiment  to  which  I  have  thus  alluded. 

That  proceeding,  however,  was  taken  by  you  in  the  absence  of  knowledge  of 
the  course  the  government  had  decided  to  adopt.  You  have  now  brought  this 
fact  to  the  knowledge  of  Prince  Gortchacow,  and  this  sets  the  matter  right  in 
that  quarter,  which  is  all  that  was  wanted. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  President  is  pleased  not  only  to  absolve  you 

.,,,_.,  ^oogle 
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from  censure  for  the  proceeding,  but  even  to  look  back  with  Batisfaction  upon 
the  whole  traneaction.  Your  exposition  was  timely  and  able,  and  it  has  mani- 
festly produced  a  good  result.  The  unreserved  and  friendly  expressions  of  sen- 
tuneut  made  to  you  by  his  Majesty  and  by  Princ0  Gortchacow,  in  relation  to 
our  country,  have  been  made  luiown  to  the  President,  and  received  by  him  with 
lively  satisfaction. 

You  will  do  an  act  at  once  of  courtesy  and  of  justice  to  the  worthy  represent* 
ative  of  Russia  residing  here,  by  stating  to  Prince  Gortchacow  that  exactly  the 
same  assurances  have  been  given  to  me  by  Mr.  Stoeckl,  on  the  same  subject. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bayard  Taylor,  ^.,  Sfc^  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Taylor. 

No.  18.J  '  '     Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

fVashingtOHf  February  25,  1863« 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  January  27  (No.  28)  has  been  received.  I  thank 
you  most  sincerely  for  the  care  you  have  so  judiciously  bestowed  upon  the 
national  cause,  in  translating  for  the  department  the  article  in  the  Yedomosti, 
upon  the  President's  proclamation.  It  is  a  paper  of  marked  ability,  candor  and 
foresight.  I  shall  cause  it  to  be  published  here. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


Bayard  Taylor,  Esq.,  4r^.,  Sfc.,  Sfv. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr.  Taylor  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extracts.] 

No.  30.]  Legation  op*thb  United  States, 

St.  Petershurgk,  March  3, 1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  just  succeeded  in  intercepting  the  accompanying  despatch  from 
J.  P.  Benjamin,  who  claims  to  be  secretary  of  state  of  the  so-called  confederate 
government,  at  Richmond,  to  L.  Q.  G.  Lamar,  who  appears  to  have  been  chosen 
by  fhe  leader  of  the  southern  insurrection  to  advocate  its  pretensions  at  this 
court.  The  despatch,  you  will  observe,  is  an  unusually  fine  specimen  of  the 
specious  reasonings  of  the  insurgents.  It  instructs  the  said  Lamar  not  to  permit 
the  introduction  of  a  clause,  prohibiting  the  African  slave  trade*  in  any  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  which  the  <'  Goi^ederate  States"  shall  make,  after  Russia 
has  recognized  their  independence,  because  the  "  treaty-making  power"  of  said 
States  is  not  authorized  to  deal  with  the  subject.  It  is  classed  among  those 
powen  which  the  said  States,  "  without  delegating  them  to  the  general  govern- 
ment, have  thought  proper  to  exercise  by  direct  agreement  among  themselves"! ! 

It  is  a  curious  illustration  of  the  combat  of  the  powers  of  light  and  darkness 
for  the  possession  of  the  world  that,  on  this  3d  day  of  March,  1863,  the  day  of 
jubilee,  on  which  twenty  millions  of  serfs  become  free  forever,  I  forward  to  you 
an  insidious  document  in  the  interest  of  human  Blavery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant^ 

BAYARD  TAYLOR, 
Charge  d^Af aires. 
Hon.  William  H.  Skward, 

Secretary  of  State.  ^^.^.^^^  ^^ GoOglc 
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Mr,  Baifamm  to  Mr.  Lamar. 

No.   1.]  CONTIDBBATB  StATIEB  OF   AhCBIOA. 

Department  of  State^  Riehmondt  January  15,  )8fS. 

8iR :  It  has  been  suggested  to  this  government,  from  a  sonrce  of  vnqnestioned  authen- 
ticity, that  after  the  recogDition  of  oar  independence  by  the  European  powers,  an  expecta- 
tion is  genemlly  entertained  by  them,  that  in  our  treaties  of  amity  and  commeroe  a  clause 
will  be  introduced  making  stipulations  against  the  African  slave  trade.  It  is  even  thought 
that  neutral  powers  may  be  inclined  to  insist  upon  the  insertion  of  such  a  clause  as  a  sim 
qua  non. 

You  are  well  aware  how  firmly  fixed  in  our  constitution  is  the  policy  of  this  confederacy 
against  the  opening  of  that  trade ;  but  we  are  informed  that  false  and  insidious  suggestions 
have  been  made,  by  the  agents  of  the  United  States  at  European  courts,  of  an  intention  to 
change  our  constitution  as  soon  as  peace  is  restored,  and  of  authorizing  the  importation  of 
slaves  from  Africa.  If,  therefore,  you  should  find  in  your  intercourse  with  the  cabinet  to 
which  you  are  accredited  that  any  such  impressions  are  entertained,  you  will  use  ever  proper 
effort  to  remove  them  ;  and  if  an  attempt  is  made  to  introduce  into  any  treaty  which  you 
may  be  charged  with  negotiating  stipulations  oi^  the  subject  .just  mentioned,  you  will  as- 
sume in  behalf  of  your  government  the  position  which,  under  the  direction  of  the  presi- 
dent, I  now  proceed  to  develop. 

The  constitution  of  the  Confederate  Staies  is  an  agreement  made  between  independent 
States.  By  its  terms  all  the  powers  of  government  are  separated  into  classes  as  follows, 
vi«; 

Ist.  Such  powers  as  the  States  delegate  to  the  general  government. 

2d.  Snch  powers  as  tbe  States  agree  to  refrain  from  exercising,  although  they  do  not 
delegate  them  to  the  general  government. 

Sd  Such  powers  as  the  States,  without  delegating  them  to  the  general  government, 
thought  proper  to  exercise,  by  direct  agreement  between  themselves  contained  in  the  con- 
stitution. 

4th.  All  remaining  powers  of  sovereignty  which,  not  being  delegated  to  the  Confederate 
States  by  the  constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States, 
respectively,  or  to  the  people  thereof.  • 

On  the  formation  of  the  constitution,  the  States  thought  proper  to  prevent  all  possible 
future  discussions  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  by  the  direct  exercise  of  their  own  power,  and 
delegated  no  authority  to  the  confederate  government,  save  immaterial  exceptions,  pres- 
ently to  be  noticed. 

Especially  in  relation  to  the  imfmrtation  of  African  negroes  was  it  deemed  important  by 
the  States  that  no  power  to  permit  it  should  exist  in  the  confederate  government.  The 
States,  by  the  constitution,  (which  is  a  treaty  between  themselves  of  the  most  solemn 
character  that  States  can  make,)  unanimously  stipulated  "that  the  importation  of  negroes 
of  the  African  race,  from  any  foreign  country  other  than  tbe  slaveholding  States  or  Teni- 
tories  of  the  United  States  of  America,  is  hereby  forbidden ;  and  Congress  is  required  to 
pass  such  laws  as  shall  effectually  prevent  the  same.'' — (Art.  1,  sec.  9,  par.  1.) 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  no  power  is  delegated  to  the  confederate  government  over  this 
subject,  but  that  it  is  included  in  the  third  class  above  referred  to,  of  power  exercised 
directly  by  the  States. 

It  is  true  that  the  duip  is  imposed  on  congress  to  para  laws  to  render  effectual  the  pro- 
hibition above  quoted.  But  this  very  imposition  of  a  duty  on  eoogress  is  the  strongest 
proof  of  the  absence  of  power  in  the  president  and  senate  alone,  who  are  vested  with 
authority  to  make  treaties.  In  a  word,  as  the  only  provision  on  the  subject  directs  tbe 
two  branches  of  the  legislative  department,  in  connexion  with  the  president,  to  pass  lawt 
on  this  subject,'  it  is  out  of  the  power  of  the  president,  aided  by  one  branch  of  the  legis- 
lative  department,  to  control  the  same  subject  by  treaties ;  for  there  is  not  only  an  abee^  ce 
of  express  delegation  of  authority  to  the  treaty-making  power,  which  alone  would  suffice 
to  prevent  the  exercise  of  such  authority,  but  there  is  the  implied  prohibition  resulting 
from  the  fact,  that  all  duty  on  the  subject  is  imposed  on  a  different  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

I  need  scarcely  enlarge  upon  the  familiar  principle,  that  authority  expressly  delegated 
to  congress  cannot  be  assumed  in  our  government  by  the  treaty-making  power.  The 
authority  to  levy  and  collect  taxes,  to  coin  money,  to  declare  war,  &c.,  &c.,  are  ready 
examples,  and  you  can  be  at  no  loss  for  argumei.t  or  illustration  in  support  of  so  weU 
recognised  a  principle. 

The  view  above  expressed  is  further  enforced  by  the  clause  In  the  constitution  which  fol- 
lows immediately  that  which  has  already  been  quoted.  The  second  paragraph  of  the  same 
section  provides  that  •*  congress  shall  also  havepowet  to  prohil^|,|he^iL^t^^9t49n  Qfala^reB 
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ttom  any  State  not  a  member  of,  or  territoTynot  belong  to,  this  confederacy."  Here  these 
b  no  direct  exercise  of  power  by  the  Stateo  which  formed  onr  constitution,  but  an  express 
delegation  to  congress.  It  is  thus  seen  tliat  while  the  btates  were  willing  to  trust  congress 
with  the  power  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of  African  slaves  from  the  United  States,  they 
were  Bot  willing  to  trust  it  with  the  power  of  prohibiting  their  introduction  from  any  other 
quarter,  but  determined  to  insure  the  execution  cf  thdh:  will  by  a  direct  interposition  of 
their  own  power. 

Moreover,  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  treaty-making  power  of  this  government  to 
prohibit  the  African  slave  trade,  in  addition  to  the  insuperable  obj*^ctions  above  suggested, 
wonld  leave  open  the  implication  that  the  same  power  has  authority  to  permit  such  intro^ 
daction.  No  such  implication  can  be  sanctioned  by  us.  Ihis  government  unequivooally 
Mid  abeolntely  denies  its  possession  of  any  power  whatever  over  the  subject,  and  cannot 
entertain  any  proposition  in  relation  to  it. 

While  it  is  totally  beneath  the  dignity  of  this  government  to  give  assurances  for  the  pur- 
poee  of  vindicating  itself  from  any  unworthy  suspicions  of  its  good  faith  on  this  subject 
that  may  be  disseminated  by  the  agents  of  the  United  States,  it  may  not  be  improper  that 
yon  should  point  out  the  superior  efficacy  of  our  conetitutional  provision  to  any  treaty 
stipulations  we  could  make.  The  constitution  is  itself  a  treaty  between  the  States,  of  snch 
binding  force  that  it  cannot  be  changed  or  abrogated  without  the  deliberate  and  concurrent 
action  of  nine  out  of  the  thirteen  States  that  compose  the  confederacy.  A  treaty  might 
be  abrogated  by  a  paity  temporarily  in  power  in  our  country,  at  the  sole  risk  of  disturbing 
amicable  relations  with  a  foreign  power.  The  constitution,  unless  by  approach  to  unanim- 
ity, could  not  be  changed  without  the  destruction  of  this  government  itself ;  and  even 
^onld  it  be  possible  hereafter  to  procure  the  consent  of  the  number  of  States  necessary  to 
change  it,  the  forms  and  delays,  designedly  interposed  by  the  framers  to  check  rash  inno- 
rations,  would  give  ample  time  for  the  most  mature  deliberation,  and  for  strenuous  resist- 
ance on  the  part  of  those  opposed  to  snch  a  change. 

After  all,  it  is  scarcely  the  part  of  wiifdom  to  attempt  to  Impose  restraint  on  the  actions 
and  conduct  of  men  for  all  future  time.  The  policy  of  the  confederacy  is  as  fixed  and  im- 
mutable on  this  subject  as  the  imperfection  of  human  nature  permits  human  resolve  to  be. 
No  additional  agreements,  treaties,  or  stipulations  can  commit  these  States  to  the  prohibi- 
tion of  the  African  slave  trade  wHh  more  binding  efficacy  than  those  they  have  themselves 
devised.  A  just  and  generous  confidence  In  their  good  faith  on  this  subject,  exhibited  by 
friendly  powers,  will  be  far  more  efficacious  than  persistent  efforts  to  induce  this  govern- 
ment to  assume  the  exercise  of  powers  which  it  does  not  possesif,  and  to  bind  the  confed- 
eracy by  ties  which  would  have  no  constitutional  validity.  We  trust,  therefore,  that  no 
mineoessary  discussions  on  this  matter  will  be  introduced  into  your  negotiations.  If,  un- 
fortunately, this  reliance  should  prove  ill-founded,  you  will  decline  continuing  negotia- 
tions on  your  side,  and  traitsfer  them  to  us  at  home,  where,  in  such  event,  they  oould  be 
conducted  with  greater  facility  and  advantage,  under  the  direct  supei  vision  of  the  President 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Hon.  L.  Q  C.  LiJfAR, 

Cbfnmwtofisr,  if€,f  ^.,  8L  Petenbwyhf  Suatia, 


Mr.  Taylor  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 


No.  34.]  Lbgation  of  the  United  States, 

jS^  Petersburg^  March  3,  1863. 

Sir:  Tour  despatches.  No.  17,  of  February  18,  No.  18,  of  February  25,  and 
No.  19,  of  March  3,  have  been  received.  The  expression  of  the  President's 
Batisfiiction  with  my  course  since  this  legation  was  left  in  my  charge  is  especially 
gratifying,  now  that  my  official  duties  are  drawing  to  an  end.  It  will  alwavs 
be  a  source  of  honest  pride  to  me  that  I  have  been  enabled  to  represent  the 
interests  of  the  United  States  at  this  court,  during  what  1  trust  will  prove  to 
liave  been  the  most  critical  phase  of  our  foreign  reuitions. 

I  had  an  interview  with  Prince  Gk)rtchacow  on  Friday  last,  when  I  took 
occasion  to  remark  to  him,  as  you  desired,  the  coincidence  between  the  views 
of  Bussia,  as  expressed  to  you  by  H.  Stoeckl,  and  the  same  as  reported  in  my 
despatches.    The  Prince  was  gratified  to  find  that  the  understanding  was  npw 
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complete  and  final.  He  observed  that  M.  Stoeckl's  despatches  to  him  had,  in 
like  manner,  proved  the  correctness  of  my  reports  to  the  Department  of  State, 
He  also  received  with  ^-eat  pleasure  the  information  that  Mr.  Burlingame  is  in 
perfect  accord  with  Mr.  Balluzeck,  the  Russian  ambassador  at  Pekin,  in  regard 
to  t}ie  policy  to  be  observed  towards  the  Chinese  government. 

Since  my  last  despatch  I  have  had  two  interviews  with  the  Emperor,  but  be- 
yond the  expression  of  the  interest  with  which  he  awaited  news  of  our  naval 
operations,  nothing  was  said  of  sufficient  importance  to  communicate. 

The  case  of  books  intended  for  presentation  to  the  Russian  government,  the 
forwarding  of  which  was  announced  in  your  despatch  No.  18,  of  November  18, 
1862,  has  just  arrived.  I  shall  transmit  the  volumes  to  the  ministry  of  foreign 
affairs  without  delay. 

I  called  upon  Prince  Gortchacow  this  morning,  by  appointment,  in  order  tQ 
communicate  to  him  the  concurrent  resolutions  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of 
foreign  intervention.  He  stated  that  he  had  that  very  moment  received  them 
from  M.  Stoeckl,  with  a  long  explanatory  despatch,  but  that,  as  the  resolutions 
were  suggested  by  the  action  of  France,  it  was  not  necessary,  on  his  part  to  do 
more  than  accept  them  as  the  declared  policy  of  the  United  States  on  the  sub- 
ject. I  i-eplied  that  nothing  forther  was  desired,  and  left  with  him  one  of  the 
copies.  •  •  *  *  * 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant 

BAYARD  TAYLOR, 

Charge  d* Affaire*. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary/  qf  State 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Clay. 


No.  2.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  31,  1863. 

Sir  :  A  despatch  under  the  date  of  March  3  (No.  30)  has  been  received  from 
Mr.  Taylor,  accompanied  bv  a  treasonable  communication  written  by  J.  P. 
Benjamin,  at  Richmond,  to  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  which  having  been  intercepted  fell 
into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Taylor. 

Please  make  known  to  him  my  thanks  for  his  watchful  attention. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Cassius  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  ^c,  Sfc.,  ^c. 


Mr.  Taylor  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 


No.  35.-]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

St.  Petersburgh,  April  20,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatches  No.  20,  of  March 
17,  and  Nos.  21,  22,  and  23,  of  March  30,  as  well  as  circular  No.  32,  communi- 
cating a  copy  of  the  ''act  to  secure  homesteads  to  actual  settlers  on  the  public 
lands." 

I  at  once  forwarded  one  of  the  copies  of  Mr.  Blair's  letter,  accompanying  No« 
20,  to  the  ministry  of  foreign  affairs.  I  had  also  decided  to  forward  the  circular 
No.  32  In  like  manner,  when  a  correct  translation  of  it  appeared  in  the  official 
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Jowmal  de  St.  Petershourg  together  with  an  article  from  the  Siccle  of  Paris, 
calling  attention  to  the  prosperous  condition  of  the  United  States.  The  concur- 
rent resolutions  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  foreign  intervention  have  since 
been  published  in  the  same  paper. 

I  notice  that  the  receipt  of  mj  despatch  No.  30,  of  March  3,  is  not  mentioned. 
As  it  contained  an  enclosure  of  some  importance,  I  am  anxious  to  know  whether 
it  reached  jou  safely.     In  case  of  failure  I  can  furnish  a  duplicate. 

The  medals  and  drafts  designed  by  the  President  for  presentation  to  the 
Finnish  pilots  who  were  instrumental  in  saving  the  crew  of  the  American  ship 
Hero,  the  forwarding  of  which  was  announced  in  jour  despatch  No.  12,  of  Jan- 
uary 13,  have  not  yet  come  to  hand. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  12th,  (Easter  Sunday,  0.  S.,)  the  Emperor  issued 
a  manifesto  in  relation  to  Poland,  the  most  important  portion  of  which  is  as 
follows :  "  In  our  solicitude  iPor  the  future  of  the  country,  we  are  ready  to  ignore 
all  past  acts  of  rebellion.  In  conformitv  therewith,  ardently  desiring  to  put  an 
end  to  an  effusion  of  blood  as  fruitless  for  one  side  as  it  is  painfxd  for  the  other, 
we  accord  a  complete  pardon  to  those  of  our  subjects  of  the  (Polish)  kingdom 
implicated  in  the  recent  troubles,  who  shall  not  have  incurred  the  responsibility 
of  other  crimes,  or  of  violations  of  military  law  in  the  ranks  of  our  army,  and 
whp  shall  lay  down  tbcir  arms  and  return  to  obedience  by  the  1st  (13th,  N.  S.) 

of  May." 

•  ••••••• 

Our  national  struggle  has,  as  is  natural  during  such  a  crisis,  relapsed  into  a 
secondary  importance.  While  on  the  one  hand  I  am  relieved  fVom  the  pressure 
of  adverse  opinions,  on  the  other  I  encounter  not  an  absence,  but  a  suspension, 
of  active  sympathy  induced  by  the  anticipation  of  possible  events  here.  I  have, 
therefore,  nothing  of  interest  to  communicate  in  this  respect.  The  movements 
which  were  awaited  with  most  curiosity,  especially  that  against  Charleston,  have 
not  yet  taken  place,  and  the  other  brightening  aspects  of  our  cause  which  give 
American  citizens  abroad  such  renewed  hopes  oi  the  issue  are  not  so  apparent 
to  foreign  observers.  I  am  safe  at  least  in  asserting  that  the  prestige  of  our 
government  has  increased  here  during  the  past  three  or  four  months. 
I  am,  sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

BAYARD  TAYLOR, 

Charge  d' Affaires. 
Hon  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Clay  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Extract.] 

No.  3,  official.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

St.  PetershurgA,  Rutna,  May  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  By  appointment  on  Saturday  last  I  called  upon  Prince  Gortchacow, 
die  vice-chancellor,  and  delivered  the  office  copv  of  my  letters  of  credence. 
The  foreign  minister  received  me  with  his  usual  cordisdity,  and  promised  to 
ask  for  me  an  early  presentation  to  the  Emperor,  saving  their  Imperial  Majesties 
would  be  happy  in  seeing  me  back  again.  We  had  much  pleasant  and  familiar 
eonversation,  personal  and  political,  which  I  omit,  and  he  concluded  by  saying 
we  should  fina  no  difficulty  in  getting  along  well  together. 

To-day  I  was  presented,  with  the  usval  formalities,  to  his  Imperial  Majesty 
at  the  winter  palace.  He  gave  me  a  cordial  welcome  back  to  his  court,  and 
after  expressing  my  thanks  1  addressed  him  in  these  words  r.^^^  ^  GoOqIc 
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"  Sire,  I  again  present  you  my  letters  of  credence  from  the  President  of  tie 
United  States  of  America.  The  people  of  the  Union,  blessed  by  Deity  with 
extraordinary  physical  resources,  are  by  their  highest  economical  interests,  as  well 
as  by  progessive  sentiments,  in  favor  of  peace  with  all  the  world,  and  especially 
with  your  Imperial  Majesty's  goYemment,  which  is  bound  to  us  by  so  many  ties 
of  ancient  friendship  and  common  welfare.  The  more  intimate  relations  which 
steam,  the  press,  and  the  telegraph  have  introduced  among  the  nations  heighten 
the  natural  interests  and  increase  the  conventional  claims  which  each  has  upon 
the  other  for  mutual  comity,  protection,  and  the  advance  of  civilization.  Whilst 
the  people  of  the  United  States  cannot,  in  consequence  of  these  facts,  be  indif- 
ferent to  passing  events  in  other  nationalities,  they  are  aware  that  a  cautious 
reserve  as  to  uncalled-for  intervention  in  the  internal  organizations  of  the  several 
peoples  is  demanded  for  the  peace  of  the  world. 

"  The  President  and  Senate,  in  selecting  me,  whose  opinions  and  sympathieflr 
are  well  known,  again  to  represent  them  at  your  imperial  court,  give  to  your 
Imperial  Majesty  and  to  the  world  assurance  that  they  have  the  most  implicit 
coimdence  that  your  government  will  so  discharge  its  duties  to  its  own  people 
and  to  the  general  rights  of  mankind  as  to  increase  that  glory  which  your  Imperial 
Majesty's  character  and  adminstration  have  made  historical.  I  beg  your  Impe- 
rial Majesty  to  accept  renewed  assurances  of  the  sincerity  with  which  I  shall 
personally  endeavor  to  realize  the  desires  of  my  country,  and  of  my  aspirations 
for  the  happiness  and  safety  of  your  Imperial  Majesty  and  of  your  imperial 
house." 

To  which  the  Emperor  replied  in  French,  in  substance,  as  follows : 

That  he  trusted  that  I  bore  in  memory  the  friendly  expressions  which  he 
had  on  former  occasions  used  in  regard  to  the  United  States ;  that  he  entertained 
the  same  sentiments  now,  and  that  nothing  would  be  wanting  on  his  part  to 
make  permanent  the  amicable  relations  of  the  past.    He  then  expressed  himself 

gatified  at  my  return,  and  hoped  I  would  find  a  pleasant  sojourn  at  his  court, 
aving  concluded  these  more  formal  sentences,  his  Majesty  entered  into  a 
familiar  conversation  with  me,  asked  about  the  condition  of  the  republic,  our 
foreign  relations  and  personal  matters,  which  I  forbear  to  report. 

I  have  asked  an  audience  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  and  the  Grand  Duke 
Heriter,  and  as  his  Imperial  Majesty  talked  of  retiring  to  his  country  seat  Tsars- 
thoselo  in  a  fews  days  I  shall  probably  be  received  by  them  there. 


I  am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Waihingtan,  D,  C. 


C.  M.  CLAY, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Clay. 

No.  8.]  Dbfartment  op  Statb, 

Washington,  May  11,  1863. 

SrR :  I  think  it  proper  that  vou  should  be  possessed  of  a  copy  of  a  note 
which  I  have  this  day  addressed  to  Mr.  Dayton,  in  regard  to  a  suggestion  that 
this  government  should  concur  with  the  governments  of  Frapce,  Austria,  aad 
Great  Britain,  in  presenting  their  views  of  the  insurrection  in  Poland  to  tho 
consideration  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia. 

There  can  be  no  impropriety  in  your  informally  making  known  the  contents 
of  the  paper  to  Prince  Gortchacow. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

CA881US  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc,  Sfv.  ^^.^.^^^  .^  GoOqIc 

Same  to  Mr.  Adams,  No.  591.  ^ 
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Mr.  Clay  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  4,  official.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

SL  Peterabwrgh,  Russia,  May  19,  1863. 
Sib  :  Yoar  correspondence  from  other  courts  will  no  doubt,  before  this  reaches 
Ton,  have  informed  jou  of  the  character  of  the  notes  addressed  by  £ngland, 
Irrance,  Austria,  and  some  of  the  minor  powers,  to  Russia  in  regard  to  the  Po- 
lish question,  as  well  as  of  the  answers  of  Prince  Crortchacow.  I  think  I  but 
reflect  the  almost  universal  sentiment  here,  when  I  say  that  the  Prince's  response 
IB  regarded  as  triumphant  and  exhaustive.  This  is  evidenced  by  the  fkct  that 
where,  as  before,  commercial  circles  were  quite  excited  by  fears  of  a  war,  now 
a  peace  with  all  the  powers,  so  far  as  Poland  is  concerned,  seems  to  be  confided 
in  on  all  sides. 

I  am,  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  CLAY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  5,  official.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

St.  Petertburgh,  JUssia,  May  19, 1863. 

Sib  :  In  pursuance  of  the  policy  imposed  upon  me  by  our  government  in 
regard  to  the  Russian  American  tele^ph  line,  I  a  few  days  since  called  upon 
Prince  Gortchacow,  the  vice-chancellor,  and  asked  his  aid  in  behalf  of  Mr. 
CoIlins*s  scheme.  The  Prince  sent  for  General  Ignatieff,  aide-de-camp  general, 
and  chief  of  the  Asiatic  department,  with  whom  I  had  a  long  confidential  and 
familiar  conversation  with  regard  to  the  commercial,  intellectual,  and  political 
relations  of  this  project,  in  which  we  both  cordially  agreed.  The  general  then 
asked  me  to  embody  my  views  in  a  written  summary  for  the  use  of  the  com- 
mittef  which  the  Emperor  has  named  for  the  consideration  of  P.  McD.  Col- 
lins>  scheme.  I  did  so,  and  I  herewith  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  same,  marked 
A,  and  appended  to  this  letter. 

I  remark  that  the  Russian  line  to  Nicolaivski,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Amoor 
iiTer,  is  completed  to  Omsk,  on  the  river  Irtysch,  about*74^  east  from  Greeil- 
wich,  55^  north  latitude.  It  is  proposed  to  run  it  on  to  Irkoutsk,  about  105^ 
east,  and  thence,  making  a  detour  somewhat  south,  to  the  Pacific.  The  Russians 
will  complete  this,  they  say,  in  three  years.  Mr.  Collins  thinks,  under  a  favorable 
charter,  the  American  Telegraph  Company  would  complete  their  portion  of  the 
line,  from  Nicolaivski  to  San  Francisco,  in  the  same  or  less  time. 

General  Ignatieff  told  me  last  night  that  the  committee,  so  far  as  they  had 
considered  the  proposition  made  by  Mr.  Collins,  which  my  paper  (A)  embraces, 
were  favorably  inclined  to  grant  all  asked,  except  that  the  aemaiia  for  exclusive 
control  of  the  Indian  tribes  through  which  the  line  passed,  might  conflict  with 
the  privileges  already  granted  to  Russian  fur  companies,  but  that  he  hoped  some 
line  of  mutual  accord  would  be  struck  out. 

I  am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  CLAY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

P.  S. — ^I  ask  your  attention  to  addendum,  marked  A^  on  next  page. 

C.  M.  fiJ^ 

Digitized  k>y  ^^-^^VlC 
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A. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

St.  Petershurghy  May  1-13,  1863. 

The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  and  envoy  extraordinary  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  under  the  instructions  of  his  government  in  1861, 
called  upon  Prince  Gortchacow,  the  vice-chancellor  of  the  Russian  empire,  and 
asked  his  co-operation  in  the  making  of  a  telegraph  line,  connecting  Russia  with 
the  United  States.  His  excellency  the  Prince  then  said  that  the  Russian  gov- 
ernment was  building  and  would  build  the  line  itself.  Under  these  circumstances, 
the  undersigned  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  renew  the  application  in  favor  of  a 
charter  to  Perry  McD.  Collins,  esq.,  who  had  at  great  personal  risk  and  expense 
explored  the  route  from  Moscow  to  the  mouth  of  the  Amoor.  Since  then, 
however,  great  progress  has  been  made  in  the  science  and  art  of  telegraphing, 
and  citizens  of  the  United  States,  aided  by  the  government,  have  completed  a 
telegraph  line  from  New  York  city,  on  the  Atlantic  ocean,  to  San  Francisco, 
on  the  Pacific  sea.  The  completion  of  that  road  renders  more  anxious  the 
people  of  the  United  States  to  perfect  their  original  design  of  uniting  with  the 
Russian  line,  and  thus  connecting  with  all  the  continents. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  American  minister,  invited  by  his  excellency 
the  vice-chancellor,  called  upon  and  had  a  frank  conversation  with  your  excel- 
lency upon  the  proposed  telegraphic  line.  And  as  your  excellency  was  pleased 
to  invite  the  undersigned  to  make  a  written  statement  of  his  views  for  the  use 
of  the  committee  named  by  his  Imperial  Majesty  for*  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Gollins's  project,  he  would  respectfully  present  the  following  scheme  and  argu- 
ments for  the  use  of  said  committee.  Let  the  Russian  government  grant  to  P. 
McD.  Collins  and  company  the  following  •privileges: 

1 .  The  name. — "  The  Russian  and  American  Telegraph  Company." 

2.  A  perpetual  charter  to  build  a  telegraphic  line  of  two  wires  from  Nicol- 
aiefsky,  in  Russian  Siberia,  to  San  Francisco,  in  the  United  States  of  America, 
say  5,000  English  miles,  or  7,500  Russian  versts,  by  way  of  Behring's  straits, 
or  by  way  of  the  Aleutian  islands,  at  the  option  of  said  company. 

3.  Right  of  way  without  restriction. 

4.  Exclusive  privilege  of  telegraphing  over  Russian  territory  with  the  North 
American  continent. 

5.  Pecuniary  conditions, — The  said  company  to  be  allowed  forty  per  cent,  of 
all  the  gross  proceeds  of  such  telegrams  as  shall  pass  over  the  Russian  lines  to 
or  from  America,  and  the  Russian  government  to  retain  sixty  per  cent,  of  the 
same.  And  fifteen  years  from  the  completion  of  said  line  tlie  Russian  govern- 
ment to  pay  said  company  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  subsidy  for  ten  years, 
then  said  subsidy  and  said  forty  per  cent,  to  cease  forever,  the  said  company 
having  only  the  profits  of  their  own  telegrams  passed  over  their  own  lines  under 
their  tariff. 

6.  The  Russian  government  to  grant  said  company  the  exclusive  control  of 
the  native  tribes  through  which  said  line  shall  pass,  who,  at  present,  are  not 
under  the  directing  authority  of  the  Russian  government,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  sale  of  arms,  munitions  of  war,  ardent  spirits,  &c.,  on  the  part  of  persons 
not  under  the  employ  of  the  said  company,  and  in  order  to  secure  their  friend- 
ship and  protection  of  said  line  by  subsidy  and  other  pacific  means. 

The  undersigned  takes  the  liberty  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  each  of  the 
above  heads. 

1.  The  name  is  proper,  and  such  company  necessary. 

2.  The  route  is  the  best  one  in  the  world  for  the  union  of  the  continents. 
Both  routes,  by  the  said  straits,  and  by  said  islands,  should  be  open  for  the 
company's  best  selection,  after  proper  surveys.    That  by  the  straits  would 
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seem  to  be  prefeluble,  because  it  does  not  so  much  jeopard  the  cable  as  the 
island  route,  and  because,  as  population  advances,  it  may  be  made  useful  for 
intermediate  telegrams.  It  could  also,  perhaps,  be  best  secured  to  Russia  from 
damage  in  times  of  war  with  other  nations. 

3.  Right  of  way  without  restriction  need  not  be  argued,  as  no  capitalbt 
would  invest  money  upon  any  condition  short  of  this. 

4.  Exclusive  right  of  telegraphing — ^necessary  for  the  same  reasons.  For 
who  would  make  the  outlays  of  exploration  for  others'  use  ] 

5.  With  respect  to  the  subsidy  of  forty  per  cent.,  it  seems  equitable  and 
highly  advantageous  to  the  Russian  government,  because  it  brings  sixtv  per 
cent,  of  new  profits  created  entirely  out  of  the  enterprise  and  capital  of  said 
company  by  pouring  the  telegrams  of  a  continent  upon  her  lines.  The  under- 
signed believes  that  said  sixty  per  cent,  of  new  profits  will  greatly  more  than 
pay  the  annual  subsidy  of  $100,000,  which  is  only  asked  after  fifteen  years 
nrom  the  completion  of  said  line.  To  the  San  Francisco  line  the  United  States 
have  given  a  subsidy  of  $40,000  per  annum  for  ten  years,  and  to  the  Atlantic 
Tele^aph  Company  they  have  given  a  subsidy  of  $70,000  per  annum  for 
twenty-five  vears,  ta  which  England  has  added  as  much  more,  making  in  all 
a  subsidy  of  $140,000  per  annum,  besides  the  large  amount  granted  said  com- 

Or  in  surveys,  and  the  laying  of  the  cable,  which  amounted  to  many  hun- 
s  of  thousands  of  dollars.  When  such  subsidies  of  forty  per  cent,  and 
$100,000  per  annum,  at  the  end  of  ten  years,  shall  have  ceasea,  Russia  will 
have  poured  upon  her  telegraphic  wires  the  intelligence  of  a  continent,  which 
will  probably  more  than  support  the  telegraphic  system  of  the  whole  empire 
forever. 

6.  The  control  of  the  native  tribes  is  altogether  necessary  to  the  company ; 
for  no  man  would  invest  millions  of  dollars  to  be  under  the  good  or  ill  will  of 
other  persons.  There  can  be  no  objection  to  this  on  the  part  of  Russia, 
because  all  the  care  and  civilization  of  said  tribes  inures  to  the  benefit  of  the 
Russian  government;  for  the  company,  at  their  own  expense,  are  but  pioneers 
to  the  extension  of  the  arms,  the  trade,  the  population,  and  the  revenues  of 
Russia. 

The  undersigned  might  stop  here,  but  the  Russian  government  will  not  fail 
to  see  how  much  the  United  States,  as  well  as  Russia,  are  interested  in  not 
having  the  telegraphic  intelligence  of  the  world  confined  to  the  Atlantic  line,  in 
the  sole  possession  of  the  British  nation.  And  in  asking  for  a  liberal  charter 
to  the  said  company,  he  does  not  seek  exclusive  privileges  for  his  own  country- 
men, for  in  the  pecuniary  investment  Russian  and  American  citizens  may  alike 
enter,  whilst  the  interests  of  civilization  and  world-wide  commerce  will  be 
indefinitely  advanced. 

The  undersigned  confidently  reposes  these,  his  own  and  his  country's,  hopes 
upon  the  liberality  and  good  sense  of  the  committee,  and  prays,  as  an  excuse 
for  these  lengthy  remarks,  the  great  interest  which  his  government,  the  tele- 
graphic companies  of  the  United  States,  and  the  people  of  his  country,  take  in 
the  vast  project  which,  in  the  providence  of  God,  they  have  the  honor  to 
decide. 

He  begs  you,  general,  to  accept  the  assurances  of  his  most  sincere  regard. 

C.  M.  CLAY. 

General  Ionatibfp, 

Aide-de-Camp  General  and  Chief  of  the  Asiatic  Department, 

Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs,  St.  Peiersburgh,  Russia. 
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Mr,  day  to  Mr.  Setoard. 

No.  8,  official.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

St.  Peterahurgkt  Russia^  June  2,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  despatch  No.  8.    So  soon  aa 
it  was  received  I  enclosed  a  copy  of  your  note  to  Mr.  Dayton  ^to  his  excellency 
Prince  Gortchacow,  with  the  following  remarks  of  my  own  : 

*•  No.  4.]  "  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

"  St.  Petersimrgk,  Ruuia,  May  18-30,  1863. 

"  The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  and  envoy  extraordinary  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  has  the  honor  to  have  received  from  his  government 
a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  our  minister  at  Paris 
in  response  to  a  communication  of  M.  Drouyn  de  THuys  to  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  the  contents  of  which  he  is  instructed  to  communicate,  in  an 
*  informal  way,*  to  the  Russian  court.  The  American  minister  knows  not  how 
better  to  perform  this  agreeable  duty  than  to  enclose  to  his  excellency  Prince 
Gortchacow,  vice-chancellor  and  minister  of  foreign  affairs  to  his  Imperial 
Majesty,  a  true  transcript  of  that  note,  which  ho  here  does,  marked  A. 

•*  The  undersigned  is  liighly  gratified  to  find  his  government  thus  sustaining 
so  fully  the  sentiments  which,  indirectly  in  reference  to  Poland,  he  had,  upon 
the  occasion  of  his  late  reception,  the  honor  to  express  to  his  Imperial  Majesty. 

"  The  American  minister  avails  himself  of  the  present  occasion  to  renew  to 
his  excellency  Prince  Gortchacow  the  assurances  of  his  most  distinguished  con- 
sideration. 

"C.M.CLAY." 

Tour  letter  was  received  Saturday.  Sunday  I  sent  the  copy  of  your  response 
to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys  to  the  vice-chancellor,  and  to-day,  the  2d  of  June, 
by  request,  I  called  upon  Prince  Gortchacow,  who  asked  of  me  the  liberty  to 

?ubliBh  your  note.  I  agreed  to  its  publication,  and  for  the  followinc  reasons  : 
our  position  was  just,  and  therefore  could  not  be  offensive  of  right  to  our 
powerful  rivals,  who  are  acting  offensively  towards  Russia.  Whatever  result 
It  was  calculated  to  produce  on  England  and  Famce  has  already  been  effected. 
Its  publication  would  aid  Russia  by  our  moral  support  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  that  support  is  needed  at  once,  and  its  force  might  be  lost  by  the  delay  of 
asking  further  instructions  from  you.  And  lastly,  and  above  all,  I  felt  that  it 
was  due  from  us  to  be  grateful  for  the  past  conduct  of  Russia  towards  us 
in  bur  troubles,  by  a  like  moral  support  of  herself  in  defence  of  the  integrity  of 
her  empire. 

Whilst  I  shall  always  feel  the  necessity  of  making  my  action  harmonize 
with  yours  in  general  policy,  which  you  have  the  right  to  dictate,  in  the  absence 
of  special  instructions,  I  shall  pursue  the  same  frank  and  just  conduct  in  state 
affairs  which  I  hold  to  be  proper  in  private  life. 

Trusting  that  my  course  will  be  approved  by  the  department,  I  am,  most 
truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  CLAY. 
'Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington^  D.  C. 
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Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Clay. 

No.  15.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

Washington,  June  6,  1863. 

Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  May  7  (No.  3)  has  been  submitted  to  the  President, 
and  is  approved.  The  speech  which  you  addressed  to  his  Imperial  Majesty 
truthfully  made  known  the  sentiments  of  this  government  towards  Russia,  and 
it  has  received  with  much  satisfieiction  the  renewed  assurances  of  friendship  an  j 
good  will  which  the  Emperor  gave  you  on  the  occasion  of  your  presentation. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Gassius  M.  Clay,  4^?.,  Sfc,,  8fc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Clay. 
[Extract.] 

No.  18.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  June  12,  1863. 

Sib:' Tour  despatch  of  May  19  (No.  4)  has  been  submitted  to  the  President. 

You  will  have  learned  from  a  previous  communication  of  mine  the  sentiments 

which  his  government  has  thought  proper  to  express  concerning  the  condition 

of  afBurs  in  Poland. 

•  ••••••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLLAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Gassius  M.  Clay,  ^v.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Clay. 


No.  19.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  June  16,  1863. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  19th  ultimo  (No.  5)  has  been  received.    In  reply, 
I  have  to  inform  you,  that  the  Russian  and  American  Tel^raph  pr^ect  of  ALr. 
P.  McD.  Collins,  to  which  it  relates,  is  under  consideration. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Gassius  M.  Glav,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Clan  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  10.]  Lbgation  of  thb  Unitbd  Statbs, 

St.  Petersburgh,  Russia,  June  17,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  ihe  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  No.  11,  for 
which  I  thank  you.  Prince  Grortchacow,  having  asked  my  permission,  has  pub- 
lished his  note  to  me,  on  the  reception  of  your  letter  to  Mr.  Dayton  upon  Polish 
intervention,  in  the  St.  Petersburgh  Journal.  The  whole  conre8pond|nce  seems 
to  have  been  most  gratifying  to  the  Russians. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  announce  to  you  that  at  last  the  Russian  gor^ 
crnment  has  yielded  to  the  soh'citations  of  P.  McD.  Collins,  esquire,  and  mys^^' 
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and  granted  to  snch  company  as  lie  majfaror  a  charter  for  building  the  Rnseian 
American  telegraph  line  from  Nicolaivski,  on  the  Amoor  river,  in  Eastern 
Siberia,  bj  way  of  Behriug's  straits,  on  the  Aleutian  islands,  to  San  Francisco, 
in  the  United  States. 

On  yesterday  I  received  formal  notice,  through  General  Ignatieff,  aide-de-camp 
general,  Scc^  that  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  had  si^ed  the  grant.  The  charter 
is  a  liberal  one ;  giving  free  right  of  way  and  building  materials,  exclusive 
privilege  for  thirty-three  years  from  the  time  of  its  completion,  and  a  subsidy  of 
40  per  cent,  net  upon  all  through  telegrams  of  the  Russian  lines.  The  Russian 
government  obligates  itself  to  complete  their  line  to  Nicolaivski  in  three  years 
firom  the  notice  given  them  that  the  said  company  has  complied  with  the  condi- 
tions named  and  are  ready  to  begin  work.  So  that  if  Mr.  Collins  gets  a  favora- 
ble charter  from  England  for  passing  through  British  America,  and  some  aid 
^m  the  United  States,  we  may  expect  in  about  three  years  or  less  to  see  the 
work  accomplished. 

There  is  no  estimating  the  results  of  this  union  of  all  the  continents,  in  com- 
mercial, political,  and  moral  intelligence— its  influence  upon  the  peace,  the  de- 
velopment, the  civilization,  and  the  union  of  the  nations.  I  cannot  but  regard 
it  as  an  illustrious  era  in  the  history  of  the  world's  progress,  and  I  congratulate 
myself  that  my  mission  at  this  court  has  been  signalized  by  an  event  bo 
auspicious  to  our  own  country  and  to  mankind. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  CLAY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wcuhington,  2>.  C. 


Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[OfficiaL] 


No.  9.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

St.  Petertburgh,  Russia,  Jime  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  despatches  Nos.  9  and  10  are  received.    I  have  the  honor  to  en- 
close you  Prince  Grortchacow's  letter  in  response  to  my  note,  and  transmission  of 
a  copy  of  your  letter  to  Mr.  Dayton  upon  Polish  intervention.    I  have  trans- 
lated it  from  the  French,  and  it  is  here  appended,  marked  A. 
I  am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  CLAY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  i^.,  dtc. 


Reply  of  Prince  Gortchacow  to  Mr.  Setcard*s  letter  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

[Translation.] 

St.  Petersburgh,  May  22,  fO.  S.,J  1863. 

Sir  :  I  lost  no  time  in  laying  before  the  Emperor,  my  august  master,  the 
despatch  which  you  have  communicated  to  me,  by  order  of  your  government* 
ana  which  contains  the  answer  of  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton,  relative  to  a  re- 
cent application  (demarche)  of  the  French  government  upon  the  subject  of 
events  in  the  kingdom  of  Poland.  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  has  been  sensibly 
(vivementj  moved  by  the  sentiments  of  confldence  which  the  government  of 
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the  United  States  of  America  places  in  his  views  and  designs  in  regard  to  the 
general  well-being  of  his  empire.  That  confidence  our  august  master  believes 
he  has  deserved;  and  it  is  necessary  to  him,  in  order  that  he  may  perfect  what 
he  has  undertaken.  It  is  to  his  Majesty  a  source  of  sincere  satisfaction  to  see 
that  his  persevering  efforts  to  guide  with  order  and  without  disturbance  all  the 
parts  of  his  empire  in  the  way  of  regular  progress  are  justly  appreciated  by  a 
nation  towards  which  his  Majesty  and  the  Russian  people  entertain  the  most 
friendly  sentiments.  Such  manifestations  must  strengthen  the  bonds  of  mutual 
sympathy  which  unite  the  two  countries,  and  constitute  a  consummation  which 
too  much  accords  with  the  aispirations  of  the  Emperor  for  his  Majesty  not  to 
look  upon  it  with  pleasure. 

His  Majesty  has  equally  appreciated  the  firmness  with  which  the  government 
of  the  United  States  maintains  the  principle  of  non-intervention,  the  meaning  of 
which  in  these  days  is  too  oft^n  perverted ;  as  well  as  the  loyalty  with  which 
they  refuse  to  impose  upon  other  states  a  rule,  the  violation  of  which,  in  respect 
to  themselves,  they  would  not  allow. 

Ilie  federal  government  gives  thus  an  example  of  justice  and  political  pro- 
bity, which  must  increase  the  esteem  which  our  august  master  has  avowed  to- 
wards the  American  nation. 

Be  pleased,  sir,  to  transmit  to  Mr.  Seward  the  expression  of  these  sentiments 
of  his  Imperial  Majesty,  and  receive,  at  the  same  time,  the  assurance  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

GORTCHAOOW. 

Mr.  Clay,  dc,  dc,  dc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Clay. 


No.  20.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  19,  1863. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  25th  ultimo  (No.  6)  has  been  received.    Accept 
my  thanks  for  the  interesting  information  which  it  contains. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Gassius  M.  Clay,  ^r.,  ^w.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Clay. 


Ko.  23.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June,  1863. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  No,  7  has  been  received,  and  I  give  you  my  sincere 
thanks  for  the  information  it  furnishes  concerning  the  progress  of  the  discussion 
respectmg  Polish  affiiirs,  which  so  deeply  concern  the  empire  of  Russia,  and  at 
the  same  time  necessarily  excite  much  general  interest  throughout  Europe. 

I  have  to  thank  you  also  for  the  account  you  have  given  me  of  the  senti- 
ments expressed  to  you  by  Lord  Napier,  concerning  the  relations  between  his 
country  and  the  United  States.  They  are  as  honorable  to  him  as  they  are 
friendly  to  us,  and,  what  is  more  important,  they  seem  to  be  in  harmony  with 
Tecent  manifestations  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  British  government 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
CA88IU8  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  ^r.,  ^.  ^c.  ^^^^^  ^^  GoOglc 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Clay. 

No.  24.]  Department  of  State, 

Washuigian,  June  30,  1863* 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  despatcH  of  the  2d  instant,  (No.  8,)  relatire  to  mj 
inatruction  of  the  llih  ultimo  (No.  342)  to  Mr.  Dayton,  in  reply  to  the  inBtme- 
tion  addressed  by  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys  to  Mr.  Mercier,  on  the  23d  of  April 
last,  respecting  the  Polish  insurreption. 

While  this  goyemment  could  not  with  propriety  publish  the  correspondence* 
it  could  not  object  to  its  publication  by  either  of  the  powers  to  whom  it  was 
Aimished. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Gassius  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  ^t;.,  4««>  4*. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  CUty. 


No.  25.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  2,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  the  7th  ultimo  (No.  9)  has  been  received,  and  is  ap- 
proved. 

It  is  my  pleasing  duty  to  inform  you  that  the  reply  of  Prince  Gortchacow  to 
your  note,  enclosing  to  him  a  copy  of  my  instruction  of  the  11th  of  May  last,  to 
Mr.  Dayton,  relative  to  the  Polish  insurrection,  is  regarded  by  the  President 
with  entire  satisfaction. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Gassius  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  4^.,  4^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Clay. 


No.  27.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  13,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  1 7th  of  June  (No.  10)  has  been  received.  The 
publication  of  Prince  Gortchacow's  note  to  you,  on  the  subject  of  the  reply  of 
this  government  to  the  recent  suggestions  concerning  the  a^airs  of  Poliuia«  is 
entirely  satisfactory. 

It  is  an  occasion  of  sincere  satisfaction  that  a  charter  has  been  granted  by 
the  Emperor  for  the  extension  of  the  telegraph  through  the  Russian  dominions, 
so  as  to  be  ultimately  connected  with  the  continental  telegraph  which  is  estab- 
lished throuh  the  interior  of  the  United  States.  This  great  act  furnishes  a  new 
illustration  of  the  wisdom  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  of  his  ^endship  towards 
theU  nited  States,  and  his  good  will  towards  all  foreign  nations. 

Mr.  Collins  having  informed  me  of  the  granting  of  the  charter,  and  of  hb  in- 
tended visit  to  London,  with  a  view  to  obtain  co-operation  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, I  have,  by  the  President's  direction,  commended  his  wishes  to  the  support 
of  Mr.  Adams,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  that  place. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Cassius  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc.  ^,y,,....,  ^ ..^ 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Clay. 

No.  31.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  August  12,  1863. 
Sir  :  Tour  interesting  despatcli  of  July  23  (No.  14)  lias  been  received.  My 
information  from  the  various  European  capitals  being  duly  collated,  has  pro- 
duced a  very  strong  conviction,  that  although  the  diplomatic  discussion  upon 
the  Polish  insurrection  may  be  protracted,  and  may  possibly  become  an  angry 
one,  yet  there  will  be  no  attempt  at  actual  intervention. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Gassius  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  ifc.,  4^„  Sft.. 


Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Se^joard. 
[Extract.] 


No.  19,  official.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

St.  Petershurght  Russia,  September  2,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  am  in  the  regular  receipt  of  your  late  despatches,  including  the  lost 
No.  30.  The  late  responses  of  the  three  powers  to  Prince  Gortchacow  have 
not  yet  been  made  public,  but  it  is  generally  admitted  that  no  war  will  be  the 
result,  at  least  this  vear.  In  the  mean  time  Russia  does  not  relax  her  defences 
by  land  and  sea,  and  the  Emperor  has  made  himself  popular  anew  with  the  disaf- 
fected nobles,  by  the  spirit  with  which  he  defends  the  integrity  of  the  empire. 

All  Americans  with  whom  I  have  conversed  agree  that  it  is  more  important 
to  carry  out  the  consc;*iption  ordered  by  Congress  and  the  President  than  to  put 
down  the  southern  rebellion.  The  power  of  the  national  government  "to  raise 
and  support  armies,''  so  clearly  given  to  Congress  by  the  Constitution,  is  all- 
important  to  our  national  existence,  without  which  we  would  relapse  into  the 
impotency  of  the  "  old  confederation,"  and  weakness  of  the  Grermanic  confede- 
ration. 

It  is  the  part  of  the  southern  rebels,  their  northern  and  foreign  allies,  to  strip 
us  of  this  essential  national  vitality,  which  would  tdtimately  insure  disunion, 
and  reduce  us  to  Mexican  imbecility  before  foreign  subjugation.  With  intense 
interest,  then,  have  we  watched  the  action  of  the  President;  and  much  do  we 
rejoice  to  believe  that  he  will  go  on  with  the  conscription,  without  fear  or  com- 
promise. It  will  settle  the  fatal  heresv  of  state  rights  forever,  and  make  our 
nationality  a  fixed  fact  before  the  world.  *  *  *  *         ♦ 

I  am,  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  CLAY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  8fc.,  8ft;.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Clay. 


No.  34.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  September  3,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  two  despatches, 
namely :  No.  16,  of  the  25th  of  July,  and  No.  17,  of  the  5th  of  August 
The  information  recently  received  from  Europe  confirms  ^^^e  imjpre8Bioudt[^ 
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have  already  comrnQnieated  to  yon,  that  the  western  powers  will  take  care  to 
avoid  a  war  with  Russia,  at  least  throughout  the  present  year. 

Your  suggestions  in  regard  to  the  policy  proper  to  be  observed  in  reference 
to  the  conduct  of  our  civU  war,  and  the  subject  of  slavery,  has  been  submitted 
to  the  President. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Cassius  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Clay. 


No.  35.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  September  5,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  the  13th  of  August  (No.  18)  has  been  received,  and 
the  information  it  communicates,  relating  to  the  events  occurring  in  Poland,  is 
appreciated. 

Your  account  of  the  character  of  the  French  note  to  Russia,  and  the  antici- 
pated tone  of  the  Austrian  and  British  notes,  accords,  in  all  respects,  with  the 
understanding  that  has  obtained  here  on  that  subject 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Oassius  M.  Clay,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  ^v.,  ^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DIPLOMATIC    COERESPONDENCE.  *  801 


NETHERLANDS. 


Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract] 

No.  66.]  Unitkd  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  November  19.  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  October  20,  and 
of  a  circular  signed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  containing  instractions  to 
collectors  and  other  officers  of  the  customs,  brought  by  the  mail  of  last  week. 
The  last  two  mails  bring  me  none  of  your  favors. 

While  discussing  mediation,  Europe  really  waits  for  the  development  of  a 

public  sentiment  in  America  in  regard  to  terminating  the  war.     It  sees  in  the 

late  elections  what  it  construes  to  be  a  desire  to  end  the  conflict  at  whatever 

sacrifice  is  necessary  to  secure  this  result. 

•  •••••••• 

It  was  never  plainer  to  my  apprehension  than  it  is  now  that  no  power  in 
Europe  intends  to  take  a  hand  in  our  war. 

This  little  kingdom  continues  to  pursue  its  peaceable  ways.  It  is  blessed 
with  discreet  and  substantial  men  for  its  rulers.  The  administration  of  M. 
Thorbecke  is  still  actively  engaged  in  administrative  reforms,  in  easing  the 
burdens  of  taxation,  and  in  modifications  of  its  colonial  policy  in  the  interests 
of  the  industrial  classes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Waehingtoti, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pike. 


No.  80.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  December  6,  1862. 
Sir:  Tour  despatch  of  November  19  has  been  received. 
The  fact  has  not  escaped  the  notice  of  this  government  that  the  Emperor  of 
France  has  opened  a  correspondence  with  two  other  European  powers  in  regard 
to  our  affiiirs.  I  cannot  justly  sav  that  this  proceeding  was  necessary  to  re- 
inspire  the  American  people  with  devotion  to  the  Union;  but  I  can  say  that  it 
operates  very  effectuallv  in  this  manner. 

We  shall  settle  our  disturbances,  I  think,  in  good  time,  and  in  our  own  way, 
without  foreign  aid,  and,  I  hope,  without  foreign  intervention. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Jambs  S.  Pike,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 
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Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  68.]  U^^TBD  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  December  17,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  bave  had  the  honor  to  receive  jonr  despatch  of  the  2l8t  of  November, 
No.  79.  It  is  gratifjiDg  to  be  assured  that  Congress  will  return  to  a  wise 
system  of  finance  so  unfortunately  departed  from  at  the  last  session.  The*  act 
of  making  government  paper  legal  tender  roused  a  general  distrust  in  commercial 
and  financial  circles  in  Europe,  which,  a  promise  to  continue  to  pay  the  interest 
on  government  bonds  in  coin  failed  to  allay.  It  was  argued  that  the  temper 
which  prompted  the  greater  assault  on  capital  would  not  stick  at  the  less,  when 
necessity  pressed.  The  result  is  seen  in  the  general  collapse  of  American  se- 
curities in  European  markets,  and  the  yet  growing  distrust  of  our  financial  man- 
agement, a  result  which  sound  financiers  do  not  believe  to  be  a  necessary 
consequence  of  the  war,  or  of  any  circumstances  which  have  yet  arisen  in  its 
prosecution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Slate,  Washington. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Pike. 


No.  81.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  23,  1862. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  3d  of  December  (No.  67)  has  been  received. 
From  some  of  our  representatives  in  Europe  there  continue  to  come  such  ex- 

?re88ions  of  apprehension  and  such  warnings  of  danger  as  to  embarrass  the 
Resident,  who  is  disposed  to  take  a  more  cheering  view  of  our  foreign  relations, 
at  this  time,  than  he  has  allowed  himself  to  indulge  at  any  previous  period 
since  the  civil  war  commenced. 

It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  your  opinions  in  this  respect,  so  decidedly  concurring 
with  his  own,  and,  at  the  same  time,  so  plausibly  if  not  reasonably  sustidned  by 
a  survey  of  European  politics,  may  be  confirmed. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
James  S.  Pike,  Esq. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Pike, 
[Circular  No.  SO.] 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  24,  1862. 
To  the  Diplomatic  and  Consular  officers  of  the  United  States: 

The  necessity  of  devising  new  modes  of  protecting  the  interests  of  the  reve- 
nue of  the  United  States,  and  of  carrying  such  methods  into  execution,  makes 
it  desirable  that  the  Treasury  Department  should  be  informed  of  the  means 
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adopted  by  the  several  nations  of  Europe  for  the  protection  of  their  respective 
revenues  and  the  collection  of  duties  in  tne  passage  of  goods  across  the  national 
frontiers,  and  in  the  transhipment  in  their  ports  for  export  to  a  foreign  land. 

I  have  therefore  to  request,,  at  the  instance  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

that  you  will  furnish  the  department  with  such  information  upon  this  subject  as 

» you  can  obtain  in  respect  to  the  country  of  your  official  residence;  also,  with 

the  forms  which  are  used,  and  the  rules  and  regulations  in  force,  the  fees  charged, 

and  other  expenjses  incurred  in  the  foreign  revenue  service. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 


No.  69.]  United  States  Lrgatiox, 

The  Hague,  December  24,  1862. 

Sir: 

•  ••••••••• 

The  last  mails  have  brought  us  Mr.  Chase's  report  on  the  finances,  which 
was  looked  for  with  much  interest  in  this  moyev-lending  country.  Its  expo- 
sition is  assuring,  and  its  tone  is  regarded  with  much  satisfaction.  Should 
Congress  follow  in  the  path  he  has  marked  out,  American  securities  will  begin 
to  improve  from  their  declining  condition  here,  and  a  basis  be  formed  for 
future  loans. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  70.]  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  December  31,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  December  6,  No. 
70. 

The  l^resident's  message,  the  American  diplomatic  correspondence  of  1862, 
and  Mr.  Bright's  Manchester  speech,  all  appearing  at  the  same  time,  have  given 
a  great  fillip  to  the  discussions  of  the  American  question. 

The  anti-slavery  position  of  the  government  is  at  length  giving  us  a  sub- 
Btantial  foothold  in  European  circles.  And  the  seceding  States  are  at  the  same 
time  feeling  the  heavy  weight  of  the  slavery  load. 

If  we  could  have  begun  where  we  now  stand,  our  position  in  Europe  would 
at  this  moment  be  well  nigh  impregnable  in  the  field  of  discussion.  The 
American  question  has  now  become  a  dangerous  one  for  the  ruling  classes,  in 
every  deliberative  body  in  Europe. 

So  long  as  it  was  a  question  between  a  government  and  a  revolt,  the  instincts 
of  even  the  liberal  masses  had  a  tendency  to  side  with  the  rebellion;  revolts 
being  instinctively  regarded  as  merely  protests  against  some  form  of  oppression. 
But  everybody  can  understand  the  significance  of  a  war  where  emancipation  is 
written  on  one  banner  and  slavery  on  the  other.  And  thus,  though  we  nave  no 
strength  with  an;^  political  organization  in  Europe,  we  are  now  strong  in  the 
public  assembly  and  in  the  press,  constraining,  at  least,  the  respect  of  even  the 
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paid  advocates  of  dynastic  rule ;  wbile  the  solid  weight  of  debate,  private  and 
public,  goes  wholly  in  our  favor.  We  need  not  now  fear,  but  rather  welcome 
the  parliamentary  discussions  which  it  is  to  be  supposed  will  come  in  England 
and  elsewhere  during  the  winter.  . 

The  main  drawback  to  these  considerations  is  to  be  found  in  our  repeated 
misfortunes  before  Richmond.  The  repulse  of  General  Bumside  at  Fredericks- 
burg is  a  heavy  blow  to  the  remaining  belief  in  Europe  of  our  ability  to  conquer 
the  rebellion  in  the  field.  If  the  emancipation  scheme  fails,  there  is  danger  that 
we  shall  soon  be  regarded  everywhere  on  this  side  as  being  destined  to  fail 
altogether.  . 

But  this  will  not  help  the  bad  position  of  the  seceding  States,  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  rather  tend  to  uncover  the  atrocity  they  meditate;  the  growing 
probability  of  the  realization  of  their  designs  bringing  them  into  bolder  relief. 

It  is  an  often  expressed  hope  in  financial  circles  that  our  courts  will  declare 
the  legal-tender  enactment  of  last  year  to  be  unconstitutional.  It  is  thought  if 
this  should  be  done,  and  Mr.  Chase*s  recommendations  be  sustained  by  Gongreast 
that  our  financial  situation  would  soon  again  command  the  confidence  of  capital- 
ists abroad. 

The  present  administration  of  this  government  is  still  busy  with  its  reforma- 
tory measures.  It  has  aimed  at  considerable  changes  in  its  colonial  policy, 
which  have  at  last  received  a  decisive  check  in  one  branch  of  the  legislative 
department,  and  the  retirement  of  the  colonial  minister  is  likely  to  be  the 
consequence,  and  possibly  the  entire  reconstruction  of  the  cabinet. 

I  have  not  yet  received  any  reply  from  this  government  in  relation  to  the 
proposed  emigration  of  colored  persons  to  its  colonial  possessions  from  the  United 
States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pike. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  3,  1863. 
Sir  :  You  will  receive  herewith  a  copy  of  a  proclamation  which  was  issued 
by  the  President  on  the  first  day  of  January  instant,  in  which  he  designates  the 
States  and  parts  of  States  which  yet  remain  in  insurrection  against  ^e  United 
States,  and  gives  effect  to  the  proclamation  which  he  issued  on  the  2j3d  day  of 
September  last,  and  in  which  it  was  announced  that  the  slaves  within  such 
States  and  districts  would,  as  a  measure  of  military  necessity,  on  the  said  first 
day  of  Januanr,  be  declared  forever  free.  Through  this  great  act,  slavery  will 
practically  be  brought  to  an  end  in  eight  of  the  States  of  this  Union  and  in  the 
greater  portions  of  two  other  States.  The  number  of  slaves  thus  restored  to 
freedom  is  about  three  and  one-half  millions. 

The  President  entertains  no  doubt  that  this  transaction  will  commend  itself 
to  the  enlightened  judgment  and  moral  approbation  of  not  only  aU  Christian 
states,  but  of  mankind. 

I  am,  sur,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Jambs  S.  Pike,  Esq.,  dec,  dx,,  dec. 

Same  to  all  of  the  diplomatic  and  consular  agents  of  the  United  States. 
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By  Ihe  Prmident  qf  th9  Ukited  8taU$  qf  America. 

*  A  PBOOLAMATION. 

Wbereai,  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-two,  a  proclamation  was  issued  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  containing,  among  other  things,  the  following,  to  wit : 

••That  on  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-three,  all  persons  held  as  slaves  within  any  State  or  designated  part  of  a  State, 
the  people  whereof  shall  then  be  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States,  shall  be  then, 
thenceforward,  and  forever,  free ;  and  the  executive  government  of  the  United  States,  in- 
cluding the  military  and  naval  authority  thereof,  will  recognize  and  maintain  the  freedom 
of  such  persons,  and  will  do  no  act  or  acts  to  repress  such  persons,  or  any  of  them,  in  any 
efforts  they  may  make  for  their  actual  freedoni : 

••  That  the  Executive  will,  on  the  fiist  day  of  January  aforesaid,  by  proclamation,  desig- 
nate the  States  and  parts  of  States,  if  any,  in  which  the  people  thereof,  respectively,  shall 
then  be  in  rebellion  againt  the  United  States ;  and  the  fact  that  any  State,  or  the  people 
thereof,  shall  on  that  day  be  in  good  faith  represented  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
by  members  chosen  thereto  at  elections  wherein  a  majority  of  the  qualified  voters  of  such 
States  shall  have  participated,  shall,  in  the  absence  of  strong  countervailing  testimony, 
be  deemed  conclusive  evidence  that  such  State,  and  the  people  thereof,  are  not  then  in  re- 
bellion against  the  United  States : " 

Kow,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the 
power  in  me  vested  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States,  in 
time  of  actual  armed  rebellion  against  the  authority  and  government  of  the  United  States, 
and  as  a  fit  and  necessary  war  measure  for  suppressing  said  rebellion,  do,  on  this  first  day 
of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  and  in 
accordance  with  my  purpose  so  to  do,  publicly  proclaim  for  the  full  period  of  one  hundred 
days  from  the  day  first  above  mentioned,  order  and  designate  as  the  States  and  parts  of 
States  wherein  the  people  thereof,  respectively,  are  this  day  in  rebellion  against  the  United 
States,  the  following,  to  wit : 

Arkansas,  Texas,  Louisiana,  (except  the  parishes  of  St.  Bernard,  Plaquemines,  Jefferson, 
Si.  John,  St.  Charles,  St  James,  Ascension,  Assumption,  Terre  Bonne,  Lafourche,  St.  Mary, ' 
8t.  Martin,  and  Orleans,  including  the  city  of  New  Orleans,)  Mississippi.  Alabama,  Florida, 
Georgia,  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina,  and  Virginia,  (except  the  forty-eight  counties 
designated  as  West  Virginia,  and  also  the  counties  of  Berkeley,  Accomac,  Northampton, 
Eiizabeth  City,  York,  Princess  Ann,  and  Norfolk,  including  the  cities  of  Norfolk  and  Ports- 
mouth,) and  which  excepted  parts  are  for  the  present  left  precisely  as  if  this  proclamation 
were  not  issued. 

And  by  virtue  of  the  power,  and  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  I  do  order  and  declare  that 
all  persons  held  as  slaves  within  said  designated  States  and  parts  of  States  are  and  hencefor- 
wani  shall  be  free ;  and  that  the  executive  government  of  the  United  States,  including  the 
military  and  naval  authorities  thereof,  will  recognize  and  maintain  the  freedom  of  said 
persons. 

And  I  hereby  enjoin  upon  the  people  so  declared  to  be  free  to  abstain  from  all  violence, 
nnlem  in  necessary  self-defence  ;  and  I  recommend  to  them  that,  in  all  cases  when  allowed, 
they  labor  f&ithfully  for  leasonable  wages. 

And  I  further  declare  and  make  known  that  such  persons,  of  suitable  conditit)n,  will  be 
received  into  the  armed  service  of  the  United  States,  to  garrison  forts,  positions,  stations, 
and  other  places,  and  to  man  vessels  of  all  sorts  in  said  service. 

And  upon  this  act,  sincerely  believed  to  be  an  act  of  justice  warranted  by  the  Constitu- 
tioQ  upon  military  necessity,  I  invoke  the  considerate  judgment  of  mankind  and  the  gra- 
dons  favor  of  Almighty  Ood. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United 
States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington  this  first  dpy  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
P  ,  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- three,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United 
^        J      States  of  America  the  eighty-seventh. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President : 

WuLiAM  U.  SswABD,  Secrdoory  qf  SlaU. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pike. 

No.  84.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb 

WathingUmt  January  5,  1863. 
Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  December  17  (No.  68)  has  bejBii  received. 
Your  suggestions  in  regard  to  the  financial  measures'of  the  government  will 
receive  due  consideration. 

You  will  accept  my  thanks  for  the  information  you  have  obtained  and  given 
to  me  concerning  the  case  of  the  rescue  of  a  Dutch  vessel,  during  the  Orimean 
war,  when  proceeding  to  port  for  adjudication,  under  convoy  as  a  prize,  and  the 
demand  for  her  restitution,  which  was  thereupon  made  by  the  British  govern- 
ment. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Jambs  S.  Pikb,  Esq.,  4re.»  4^.>  ^v. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pike. 


No.  86.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Wcuhington,  January  14,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  (No.  69)  of  the 
24th  ultimo,  and  to  inform  you  that  that  part  of  it  relating  to  finance  has  been 
communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Jambs  S.  Pike,  Esq.,  !fc.,  8fc,y  i^c. 


Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 


No.  72.]  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  January  14,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two  despatches  (Nos.  81  and 
82)  of  the  23d  and  24th  of  December. 

•  4i  4i  •  •  « 

Europe  is  quiescent  on  American  aflairs.  Since  Fredericksburg,  it  too 
generally  countenances  the  belief  that  the  United  States  cannot  conquer 
the  rebellion  in  its  fastnesses  with  their  troops  in  the  field.  It  waits  now  to 
see  what  will  result  from  the  proposed  emancipation  measures. 

Time  is  fiist  showing  who  is  right  and  who  is  wrong  in  their  views  of  foreign 
interference  in  our  affairs.  I  am  well  pleased  to  be  informed  that  the  President 
concurs  in  the  opinion  I  have  had  the  honor  to  express  on  a  former  occasion  on 
this  subject.  My  own  judgment  is,  that  not  even  Fredericksburg  will  prompt 
any  act  of  recognition. 

It  is  not  single  occurrences  that  exercise  a  controlling  influence  over  the  views 
here  taken  of  our  concerns,  but  only  the  general  march  and  aspect  of  events. 
These  of  late  have  not  been  favorable,  but  nobody  knows  how  soon  things  mav 
take  a  turn  if  the  government  continues  resolute  in  its  purposes.  Europe  will 
thus  wait  till  the  government  itself  flags,  though  always  with  a  chronic  distrust 
of  the  wisdom  and  constancy  of  popular  rule.  r^  o^^al  ^ 

The  late  elections  are  taken  to  imply  a  coming  capitidMi^d^  t&  the  in^urrec* 
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tion,  and  the  reeent  cabinet  crisis  to  erince  inopportune  impatience  in  qi^^urters 
that  ought  to  be  steady  enough  to  eahn  rather  than  to  increase  the  disorders  of 
die  state. 

Yet,  amid  all  the  disasters  and  perplexities  of  the  situation,  the  feeling,  on 
the  whole,  is  one  of  surprise  at  the  regular  workings  of  the  American  system, 
and  there  is  not  any  rush  to  precipitate  conclusions  in  regard  to  our  affairs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaro, 

Secretary  of  State,  WaehingUm. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Pike. 


No.  87.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  February  4,  1863. 

Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  January  14  (No.  72)  has  been  received,  and  the  Presi- 
dent is  specially  gratified  with  the  calmness  and  confidence  which  pervade  the 
views  you  have  expressed  concerning  the  condition  of  our  national  affairs  as  it 
is  understood  in  Europe. 

We  have  entered  upon  new  campaigns,  whose  events  cannot  fail  to  affect 

Sublic  opinion  abroad  as  well  as  at  home.  We  have  boundless  and  excited 
iscussions,  as  might  be  expected  among  a  free  people,  and  all  these  discussions 
are  overheard  with  exaggeration  of  the  tone  of  the  disputants  in  foreign  coun- 
tries. Nevertheless,  it  may  very  well  be  doubted  whether  any  other  govern* 
ment,  whatever  its  constitution,  nas  gone  more  steadily,  more  firmly,  more  dis- 
passionatelvy  or  more  energetically  through  trials  equal  to  those  we  have  already 
surmounted.  • 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Jambs  S.  Pike,  Esq.,  tfc.,  4^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  74.]  TJnitbd  States  Lbgation, 

The  Hague,  February  4,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  none  of  your  favors  to  acknowledge  since  my  last. 

llie  Dutch  cabinet  has  at  length  repaired  its  loss  by  the  substitution  of  Mr. 
Van  Putte  as  colonial  minister,  in  place  of  Mr.  Uhlenbeck,  who  was  forced  out 
by  a  vote  of  the  upper  house,  in  December.  Mr^  Van  Putte  is  a  selfdnade  man, 
who  has  risen  by  his  own  exertions  from  the  occupation  of  a  common  sailor. 
His  colonial  policy,  which  is  likely  to  be  the  same  as  that  of  his  predecessor, 
will  not  be  brought  to  trial  until  July,  up  to  which  period  the  cabinet  will 
probably  go  on  undisturbed. 

The  late  news  from  America  makes  our  writing  enemies  on  this  side  very 
active  against  us.  They  point  especially  to  the  state  of  our  finances,  whicn 
th^  argue  are  about  to  collapse,  and  that  ruin  to  our  cause  will  follow. 

Uooler  and  more  candid  men  express  very  different  views  of  our  affairs. 

It  is  thought  by  them,  also,  that  we  have  gone  as  far  as  prudence  will  allow 
on  a  paper  money  basis,  and  iheX  the  time  has  come  for  a  resort  to  war  taxes. 
They  believe  if  we  ware  to  do  no  more  than  double  our  existing  internal  taxation, 
that,  with  our  duties  on  imports,  we  would  have  enough  to  defray  four-fifths  of 
the  expenses  <^  as  large  a  war  as  we  are  able  to  make,  profitably,  and  as  large 
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as  we  need  to  make  to  ruin  the  cause  of  the  rebels  and  make  them  sue  for  peace. 
They  believe  we  are  abundantly  able  to  reduce  the  difference  between  our  receipts 
and  expenditures  to  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars  per  annum,  and  that  the  aug- 
mentation alluded  to,  with  a  due  economy  of  expenditure,  would  accomplish  this 
result.  Ouce  achieved,  it  is  felt  that  the  government  could  carry  on  the  war 
without  either  losing  its  credit  or  exhausting  itself,  and  that  it  would  thus  still 
continue  to  remain  master  of  the  situation. 

But  I  ihink  all  feel  that  the  attempt  to  carry  on  kostilities  in  the  future  by 
means  of  fresh  issues  of  the  currency,  now  measuring  its  own  redundancy  by 
the  large  premium  of  fifty  per  cent,  on  coin,  will  create  a  great  danger  of  the 
consequences  that  our  enemies  are  so  eager  to  advertise  as  already  overspreading 
the  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Mr.  Pike  to  Mr,  Seward. 


No.  75.]  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  February  11,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  circular  No.  30, 
datec^  the  24th  of  December  last,  in  respect  to  the  means  adopted  by  the  several 
nations  of  Europe  for  the  protection  of  their  respective  revenues  and  the  collec- 
tion of  duties  in  the  passage  of  goods  across  the  national  frontiers  and  in  the 
transhipment  in  their  ports  for  export  to  a  foreign  land. 

I  have  taken  measures  to  obtain  from  the  finance  department  the  necessary 
information  on  this  subject,  so  far  as  the  question  relates  to  this  kingdom. 

I  am  also  in  receipt  of  your  despatches,  Nos.  85  and  86,  under  date  -  of  Jan- 
uary 14. 

I  have  applied  for  the  recognition  of  Mr.  Morse,  in  his  consular  capacity  at 
the  island  of  Cura<?oa,  which,  when  received,  I  shall  forward  to  him  according 
to  your  instructions. 

The  interest  and  solicitude  in  regard  to  our  war  is  now  turned  almost  exclu- 
sively upon  its  financial  aspects.  The  opinion  has  become  very  general — almost 
universal — that  it  must  soon  terminate  unless  it  is  brought  within  more  n^anage- 
able  compass  and  placed  on  a  broader  basis  of  taxation. 

It  is  vaunted  in  all  hostile  circles  that  if  the  confederates  are  able  to  hold 
out  only  a  short  time  longer — of  which  their  success  thus  far  gives  strong  as- 
surance— the  efforts  to  subdue  them  must  be  suspended  in  consequence  of  the 
exhaustion  of  the  resources  relied  on  by  the  government. 

It  is  not  doubted,  however,  as  I  had  the  honor  to  observe  last  week,  that  if 
the  country  chooses  to  incur  additional  taxation,  and  to  reduce  its  armies  to 
more  moderate  demensions,  that  it  possesses  the  ability  to  protract  the  war 
indefinitely,  and  until  it  shall  effect  its  objects  in  the  final  reduction  of  the 
rebels. 

But  so  long  as  they  and  everybody  else  see  that  the  lapse  of  time  will 
rapidly  exhaust  the  means  provided  by  recent  legislation  for  prolonging  the 
contest,  it  tends  to  excite  the  hopes  of  enemies  and  the  fears  of  friends  in  Eu- 
rope, among  whom  we  number  many  noble  men,  equally  anxious  with  our- 
selves that  the  nation  shall  not  waste  or  misapply  its  strength. 

The  experience  of  Europe,  from  which  the  laws  of  finance  have  been  mainly 
deduced,  forbids  confidence  in  paper  money  issues  where  they  are  not  held  in 
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check  by  redemption  in  coin,  and  the  news  of  the  new  issues  ordered  by  Con- 
gress has  resulted  in  a  forther  depreciation  of  American  securities  and  fresh  ap- 
prehensions of  coming  financial  and  political  disasters. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 


Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  76.]  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  February  18,  1863. 

Sir:  I  think  I  may  safely  say  that,  whatever  our  embarrassments  may  slQl 
be  at  home,  our  transatlantic  difficulties  are  .mainly  overcome. 

The  question  of  the  recognition  of  the  Confederate  States  by  the  leading 
powers  it  is  now  plain  is  indefinitely  postponed.  It  seems  to  be  at  last  authori- 
tatively proclaimed  that  until  the  United  States  desist  from  their  attempt  to 
put  down  the  rebellion,  the  great  states  will  not  recognize  the  confederate 
government. 

The  motives  which  prompted  the  withholding  of  this  announcement  when  it 
might  have  cut  short  the  insurrection,  and  its  utterance  now,  will  be  variously 
interpreted.  Whatever  those  motives  may  have  been,  the  effect  of  what  has 
been  done  is  incontestable.  It  was  the  best  course  to  exhaust  to  the  utmost 
both  combatants. 

The  other  great  point  of  solicitude,  the  cotton  question,  is  in  a  great  mea- 
sure quieted.  The  equilibrium  between  demand  and  supply  has  been  reached 
sooner  than  was  anticipated.  The  returns  show  that  for  two  months  the  stock 
of  cotton  in  Europe  has  not  diminished,  and  is  nearly  as  large  as  usual,  while 
the  prospective  receipts  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  are  computed  to  be  con- 
siderably in  excess  of  last  season.  England  and  IVance  have  reduced  their  con- 
sumption of  raw  cotton  one-half.  They  formerly  used  nearly  three  million  bales 
per  annum.  They  are  now  consuming  about  one  and  a  half  million.  And  the 
open  markets  of  the  world  are  now  able  to  supply  them  this  quantity,  and  the 
rest  of  Europe  in  proportion.  The  deficient  product  is  made  good  by  reduced 
consumption  and  the  extra  product  of  wool  and  flax.  The  rise  in  the  price  of 
wool,  in  which  there  were  extensive  speculations  last  autumn,  has  been  checked, 
and  the  spring  opens  on  declining  prices  for  that  great  staple  to  the  extent  of 
at  least  ten  per  centum,  and  the  market  is  regular. 

There  is  hardly  any  more  extraordinary  spectacle  growing  out  of  our  war 
than  the  fact  that  the  revenues  and  expenditures  of  England  and  France,  and 
their  commercial  relations  generally,  for  the  year  1862,  exhibit  scarcely  any 
disturbance  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the  supply  of  American  cotton. 
If  cotton  has  failed,  other  things  have  not,  and  the  deficiency  is  made  up  in  one 
way  or  another.  Fortunately,  the  sheep  is  as  much  of  an  annual  crop  as  cotton, 
and  can  be  increased  almost  at  will. 

It  is  thus,  that  at  the  end  of  less  than  two  years  from  the  commencement  of 
our  war,  the  perturbations  of  the  European  cotton  market,  from  which  so  much 
was  feared,  have  measurably  ceased,  excepting  so  far  as  they  grow  out  of  un- 
certainty in  regard  to  the  termination  of  the  contest.  The  industry  thrown  out 
of  employment  is  gradually  finding  its  way  into  other  channels,  and  though 
there  is  great  local  loss  and  suffering,  it  is  fast  absorbed  in  the  general  prosperity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  0/ state,  Workington.  op.ized  .y  GoOgk 
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Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  77.]  United  Statbs  Legation, 

The  Hague,  February  25,  1863. 

Sir  :  There  is  a  hopeful  Bign  here  in  respect  to  our  fiuances.  The  money 
men  of  Holland  have  begun  to  buy  our  goyemment  eecurities.  There  is  quite 
a  general  movement  at  Amsterdam  in  this  direction,  where  our  6  per  cents,  are 
being  taken  up  at  about  64.  At  the  lately  ruling  rates  for  gold  in  New  York 
this  price  pays  a  small  profit  on  stock  purchased  in  that  city.  There  have  been 
no  large  operations,  but  each  capitalist  is  taking  a  moderate  sum  and  laying  it 
away  to  wait  for  results.  Of  course,  the  movement  is  based  on  the  conviction 
that  our  finances  have  about  touched  bottom.  I  do  not  doubt  that  a  good  deal 
of  this  feeling  has  arisen  from  the  decided  opposition  that  Mr.  Chase  has  mani* 
fes'ted  to  any  further  debasement  of  the  currency,  and  to  the  conviction  that  he 
is  both  able  and  determined  to  eet  our  money  affairs  on  to  a  better  basis. 
Should  this  conviction  be  fortified  by  further  experience,  we  may  look  to  see 
the  movement  take  a  wider  sweep  and  our  securities  gradually  rise.  Our  chief 
difficulty  is,  that  the  constant  issue  of  legal-tender  notes,  which  are  here  believed 
to  be  the  most  mischievous  form  of  government  paper,  and  which  have  already 
reduced  the  income  on  American  securities  almost  one-half  to  European  holders, 
deters  investors  from  buying  even  the  government  stocks  where  the  interest  is 
payable  in  coin.  They  fear  lest  they  may  suddenly  find  themselves  compelled 
by  law  to  take  "legal  tender"  for  their  interest  money,  and  unless  they  can 
count  upon  a  limit  to  its  issue  they  do  not  know  whether  they  are  in  the  end  to 
get  even  a  2  per  cent,  income.  The  government  credit  would  unquestionably 
still  further  improve  if  its  policy  was  seen  to  be  fixed  in  opposition  to  further 
issues  of  this  description.  The  intelligence  by  the  last  mail  that  Congress  is 
engaged  upon  a  new  taat  bill,  which  will  add  one  hundred  millions  to  the  rev- 
enue, is  very  assuring,  and  the  very  thing  that  was  needed  here  to  still  further 
stimulate  the  disposition  to  buy  government  stocks. 

The  propositions  made  in  Congress  to  employ  black  soldiers  by  the  gov- 
ernment is  attracting  attention  here,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  it  is  a  sub 
ject  on  which  this  government  barf  had  experience.  Some  years  ago  they 
wanted  soldiers  for  service  in  Java,  where  the  climate  is  deleterious  to  the 
whites.  Tliey  accordingly  went  to  their  settlements  in  Africa,  near  the  Cape, 
and  enlisted  3,000  raw  Africans.  These  men  were  transported  to  Java  and 
properiy  disciplined,  when  they  were  found  to  make  some  of  the  best  fighting 
soldiers  the  government  ever  had  in  service.  They  became  renowned  for  their 
enthusiasm  and  prowess,  and  every  way  exceeded  the  expectations  formed  of 
them.  An  arrangement  was  entered  into  for  an  additional  supply,  but,  owing 
to  English  interference,  only  the  original  3,000  were  sent.  Many  of  these 
acquired  military  medals,  and  others  l^came  thriving  persons  in  the  colony,  at 
the  expiration  of  their  term  of  service.  The  upshot  of  the  Dutch  experience  is 
that  no  better  soldiers  than  the  African  need  be  sought  for. 

The  late  Duke  Bemhard,  of  Saxe- Weimar,  who  held  command  in  the  Dutch 
East  Indies  for  several  years,  expressed  similar  opinions  to  me  last  year. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  despatch  of  the  4th  of  this  month.  No.  87. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr*Pike. 

No.  89.J  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  February  28,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  4th  of  Fehroarj  has  been  received. 
Congress  is*  near  a  constitutional  adjournment.  Its  debates  are  wholesome* 
and  its  measures  are  vigorous.  Thej  seem  to  the  President  very  judicious ;  and 
the  public  mind,  raised  to  a  full  comprehension  of  the  crisis,  seems  to  be  dailj 
gaining  reassurance  and  inflexibility  of  purpose  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the 
country  and  its  Constitution. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
James  S.  Pike,  Esq.,  !^.,  ifc»,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pike. 


No.  90.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  2,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  February  11  (No.  75)  has  been  received. 

Congress  has  adopted,  from  among  the  measures  which  the  national  exigencies 
BOggested,  those  which  its  wisdom  has  approved  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war 
to  a  £&vorable  conclusion.  They  are  energetic  and  comprehensive.  The  con- 
dition of  the  forces  is  favorable,  their  positions  are  satisfactory,  and  the  tone  of 
the  public  mind  is  believed  to  be  improving. 

Experience  has  shown  that  it  has  been  impossible  to  conform  the  policy  of 
the  government,  in  a  crisis  of  civil  «war,  to  the  views  and  wishes  of  European 
sttttesmen,  who  reasoning  from  present  European  interests,  regard  a  peace,  now- 
ever  obtained  and  at  whatever  cost,  preferable  to  a  prosecution  of  the  war  at  all ; 
and  who,  at  every  stage  of  the  controversy,  see  only  the  difficulties,  embarrass- 
ments, and  disappointments  of  the  nationf  and  take  no  notice  of  the  contraction 
and  exhaustion  of  the  insurgents. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Jambs  S.  Pike,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  8fc. 


Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  78.]  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  March  4,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  movement  in  our  government  stocks,  to  which  I  referred  in  my 
last,  has  manifested  itself  during  the  past  week  with  increased  activity.  The 
rise  for  the  week  has  been  four  or  five  per  cent,  at  Amsterdam,  with  large  sales, 
though  with  a  slight  falling  off  towards  the  close.  The  basis  of  a  permanent 
advance  has,  I  think,  been  laid;  and  I  have  done  what  I  could,  by  my  conver- 
sations with  capitalists  here,  who  are  among  the  recent  purchasers,  to  encourage 
it.  I  base  my  representations  on  the  clearly  expressed  views  of  Mr.  Chase  in 
his  annual  report,  and  my  belief  that  he  will  adhere  to  the  policy  of  restricting 
the  issue  of  legal-tender  notes,  and  that  the  payment  of  the  interest  in  coin  will 
be  resolutely  maintained.  The  Dutch  capitalists,  unlike  many  of  the  English, 
have  no  prejudices  against  us,  and  have  larger  and  more  liberal  views  in  regard 
to  our  resources,  and  belief  in  our  ability  as  well  as  diposition  to  pay,  than  L 
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have  expected  to  find.  They  are  already  very  extensively  eifibarked  in  American 
securities  of  all  sorts,  and  have,  fbr  the  most  part,  found  them  profitable.  As  I 
have  on  former  occasions  remarked,  this  country  teems  with  capital;  and  setting 
aside  the  investments  in  the  Dutch  national  debt,  a  very  large  portion  is  invested 
in  foreign  securities.  The  area  of  the  country  being  small,  and  its  development 
being  more  agricultui*al  than  mechanical  and  man^actnring,  and  its  commerce 
being  restricted,  it  resnlts  that  the  immense  annual  accumulations  of  wealth  are 
mostly  compelled  to  seek  employment  out  of  the  country.  And  there  is  not 
that  indisposition  to  speculative  enterprises,  either,  that  one  would  expect  to 
find  from  the  known  characteristics  of  the  Dutch  people.  I  think  there  are  few 
profitable  enterprises  in  any  part  of  the  world  where  Dutch  capital  is  not  to  be 
found.  It  is  thus  that  their  survey  of  the  concerns  of  other  countries  ib  more 
broad  and  intelligent  than  among  Uiose  nations  whose  contemplations  and  efforts 
are  turned  more  exclusively  towards  the  development  of  their  own  resources. 
The  same  observations  are  in  part  true  of  the  financial  centre  of  Germany — 
Frankfort-on-the-Main. 

I  am  hence  persuaded  that  it  is  rather  at  Amsterdam  and  Frankfort  that  we 
are  to  find  takers  of  our  national  loans  than  at  London,  and  it  is  at  these  points 
that  assurances  of  the  policy  of  the  government  can  be  most  effectually  given, 
and  where  it  could,  by  authoritative  announcements,  most  directly  advance  its 

{tecuniary  interests.  The  movement  in  our  stocks  at  Amsterdam  has  been  fol- 
owed  by  a  corresponding  rise  on  the  London  exchange,  as  a  matter  of  course. 
That  market,  in  this  instance,  but  obeys  the  impulse  from  Holland,  however. 

Our  legal-tender  measure  gave  a  very  heavy  blow  to  our  credit,  inspiring 
doubts  of  our  financial  good  sense,  perhaps,  rather  than  of  our  good  faith.  Many 
of  the  Dutch  holders  of  American  securities  have  declined  to  draw  their  divi- 
dends on  account  of  the  great  depreciation  of  the  currency  caused  by  it,  and  await 
events  which  shall  restore  to  some  extent  the  equilibrium  between  paper  and 
coin.  Every  step  towards  this  result  is  received  with  great  satisfaction ;  and 
could  a  reversal  of  the  policy  which  seemed  to  dictate  that  measure  be  counted 
on,  an.  immediate  elasticity  in  all  American  securities  would  result,  and  in  none 
more  than  in  government  obligations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  Respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Pike. 
CIRCULAR. 


Dbfartmewt  of  State, 

Washington,  March  9,  1863. 

Sir:  By  direction  of  the  President,  I  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  concurrent 
resolutions  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  concerning  foreign  interven- 
tion in  the  existing  rebellion. 

In  compliance  with  a  request  made  by  that  body,  you  are  instructed  to  make 
the  resolutions  known  to  the  government  to  which  you  are  accredited.  You  will 
perform  that  duty  by  reading  the  resolutions  to  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs, 
or  by  delivering  to  him  a  copy  thereof,  if  that  course  shall  be  preferred  by  him. 

Ton  are  authorized  to  say,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  resolutions  are  entirely 
in  harmony  with  the  principles  and  policy  by  which  all  the  President's  proceed- 
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ings  m  T^ard  to  t^e  question  inyolred  have  been,  and  will  continue  in  every 
emergency  to  be,  regulated. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Jambs  S.  Pike,  Esq.,  Sfc»  Sfc.,  8fv., 

Same  to  all  the  diplomatic  agents  of  the  United  States. 


CONCURRENT  RXSOLUTIONS  of  OongreM  eoncerning  foreign  intenreotion  In  the  existing  rebellion. 

Whereas  it  appears  from  the  diplomatic  oorreepondenoe  imbmitted  to  CoDgre83  that  a  propo- 
sition, friendly  in  f 'rm,  looking  to  pacification  through  foreign  mediation,  hw  heen 
mide  to  the  United  States  by  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  and  promptly  declined  by  the 
Prerident ;  and  whereas  the  idea  of  mediation  or  intervention  In  some  shape  may  be 
regarded  by  foreign  governments  as  practicable,  and  sach  governments,  through  this 
misunderstanding,  may  be  led  to  proceedings  tending  to  embarrass  the  friendly  relations 
which  now  exist  between  them  and  the  United  States ;  and  whereas,  in  order  to  remove 
for  the  future  all  chance  of  misunderstanding  on  this  subject,  and  to  secure  for  the  United 
States  the  full  enjoyment  of  that  freedom  from  foreign  interference  which  is  one  of  the 
highest  rights  of  independent  states,  it  seems  fit  that  Congress  should  declare  its  convic- 
tions thereon :  Theiefore, 

RetoUfed,  (the  House  of  Bepresentatives  concurring,)  That  while  in  times  past  the  United 
States  have  sought  and  accepted  the  friendly  mediation  or  arbitration  of  foreign  powers 
for  the  pacific  adjustment  of  international  questions,  where  the  United  Btites  were  the  party 
of  the  one  part  and  some  other  sovereign  power  the  party  of  the  other  part ;  and  while 
they  are  not  disposed  to  misconstrue  the  natural  and  humane  dedre  of  foreign  powers  to 
aid  in  arresting  domutie  troubles  which,  widening  in  their  influence,  have  afflicted  other 
countries,  especially  in  view  of  the  circumstance,  deeply  regretted  by  the  American  people, 
that  the  blow  aimed  by  the  rebellion  at  the  national  life  has  fallen  heavily  upon  the  labor- 
ing population  of  Europe :  yet,  notwithstanding  these  things.  Congress  cannot  hesitate  to 
regard  every  proposition  of  foreign  interference  in  the  present  contest  as  so  far  unreasonable 
and  inadmissible  that  its  only  explanation  will  be  found  in  a  misunderstanding  of  the  true 
state  of  the  question  and  of  the  real  character  of  the  war  in  which  the  republic  is  engaged. 
Setoh&i,  That  the  United  States  are  now  grappling  with  an  unprovoked  and  wicked  rebel- 
lion, which  is  seeking  the  destruction  of  the  republic  that  it  may  build  a  new  power,  whose 
corner-stone,  according  to  the  confession  of  it^  chiefs,  shall  be  slavery  ;  that  for  the  sup- 
pression of  this  rebellion,  and  thus  to  save  the  republic,  and  to  prevent  the  establishment 
of  such  a  power,  the  national  government  is  now  employing  armies  and  fleets,  in  full  faith 
that  through  these  efforts  all  the  purposes  of  conspirators  and  rebels  will  be  crushed ;  that 
while  engaged  in  this  struggle,  on  which  so  much  depends,  any  proposition  from  a  foreign 
power,  whatever  form  it  may  take,  having  for  its  object  the  arrest  of  these  efforts,  is,  just 
In  proportion  to  its  influence,  an  encouragement  to  the  rebellion  and  to  its  declared  pre- 
tensions, and  on  this  account  is  calculated  to  prolong  and  embitter  the  conflict,  to  oiuse 
increased  expenditure  of  blood  and  treasure,  and  to  postpone  the  much-desired  day  of  peace ; 
that,  with  these  convictions,  and  not  doubting  that  every  such  proposition,  although  made 
with  good  intent,  is  injurious  to  the  national  interests.  Congress  will  be  obliged  to  look 
upon  any  further  attempt  in  the  same  direction  as  an  unfriendly  act  which  it  earnestly  depre- 
cates, to  the  end  that  nothing  may  occur  abroad  to  strengthen  the  rebellion  or  to  weaken 
those  relations  of  good  will  with  foreign  powers  which  the  United  States  are  happy  to 
caltiTate. 

Metohedf  That .  the  rebellion,  from  its  beginning,  and  tar  back,  even  in  the  conspiracy 
whJk^  preceded  its  outbreak,  was  encourag^  by  the  hope  of  support  from  foreign  powers ; 
that  its  chiefs  frequently  boasted  that  the  people  of  Europe  were  so  far  dependent  upon 
regular  supplies  of  the  great  southern  staple  that,  sooner  or  later,  their  governments  would 
be  constndned  to  take  side  with  the  rebellion  in  some  effective  form,  even  to  the  extent  of 
forcible  intervention,  if  the  milder  form  did  not  prevail ;  that  the  rebellion  is  now  sus- 
tained by  this  hope,  which  every  proposition  of  foreign  interference  qidckens  anew,  and 
that  without  this  life-giving  support  it  must  soon  yield  to  the  just  and  paternal  authority 
of  the  national  government ;  that,  considering  these  things,  which  are  aggravated  by  the 
motive  of  the  resistance  thus  encouraged,  the  United  States  regret  that  foreign  powers  have 
not  frankly  told  the  chiefs  of  the  rebellion  that  the  work  in  which  they  are  engaged  is 
hatefol,  and  that  a  new  government,  such  as  they  seek  to  found,  with  slavery  as  its  ac- 
knowledged corner-stone,  and  with  no  other  dedaied  object  of  separate  existence,  is  so  &r 
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•hooking  to  dviliiatioii  aod  the  moral  sense  of  mankind  that  it  mnst  not  expect  weloome 
or  recogDition  in  the  commonwealth  of  nations. 

Beaolvedt  That  the  United  States,  confident  in  the  justice  of  their  canse,  which  is  the 
canse,  also,  of  good  government  and  of  hnman  rights  ererywhere  among  men,  anxions 
for  the  speedj  restoration  of  peace,  which  shall  secure  tranquiHity  at  home  and  remove  all 
occasion  of  complaint  ahroad,  and  awaiting  with  well-assured  trust  the  final  suppression  of 
the  rebellion,  through  which  all  these  things,  rescued  from  present  danger,  will  be 
secured  forever,  and  the  republic,  one  and  indivisible,  triumphant  over  its  enemies,  will 
continue  to  stand  an  example  to  mankind,  hereby  atmouneef  as  their  unalterable  purpose,  that 
the  war  will  be  vigorously  prosecuted,  according  to  the  humane  principles  of  Christian  states, 
until  the  rebellion  shall  be  overcome ;  and  they  reverently  invoke  upon  their  cause  tiie 
blessings  of  Almighty  Qod. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Pike, 


No.  91.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  12,  1863. 

Sib  :  Tour  despatch  of  Februarj  18  (No.  76)  has  been  received.  I  think 
you  have  argued  forth  very  successfolij  your  conclusion,  that  the  idea  of 
European  intervention  is  at  rest.  It  is  manifest  enough  that  the  elements  of 
war  here  are  becoming  exhausted,  although  we  do  not  yet  see  either  the  form 
of  the  peace  which  is  to  come,  or  the  way  tlirough  which  it  shall  come.  Mili- 
tary operations,  now  active,  must  have  results  which  will  be  regarded  as  indica- 
tions in  these  respects. 

Our  chief  unettsiness  now  arises  out  of  the  unchecked  naval  preparations  of 
the  insurgents  and  their  abettors  in  Liverpool.     It  seems  that  we  are  to  have 
no  relief  in  that  quarter  while  the  only  measure  we  can  adopt  for  our  own  se- 
curity is  not  likely  to  be  regarded  with  equanimity  abroad. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

James  S.  Pike,  Esq.,  ifc,,  ifc,,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Pike. 


No.  94.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  25,  1863. 

Sir:  Tour  despatch  of  March  4  (No.  78)  has  been  received,  and  is  communi- 
cated to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Should  it  elicit  any  remarks  from  him 
that  would  be  useful,  they  will  be  promptly  communicated  to  you. 

Since  the  adjournment  of  Congress  a  very  marked  change  of  the  public  tem- 
per has  become  perceptible.  It  has  acquired  a  confident  tone.  The  nervous 
mipatience  that  aemanded  activity,  even  if  it  feared  disaster,  appears  to  have 
passed  away,  and  the  people  seem  disposed  to  rely  for  success  on  the  strength 
and  perseverance  of  the  national  forces  and  the  exhaustion  of  the  insurgents. 
It  is  undeniable  that  the  revolutionary  paper  has  depreciated  to  the  standard  of 
five  or  six  dollars  for  one;  that  the  revolutionary  agents  are  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  impressing  their  supplies,  and  that  want  and  destitution  have  begun 
among  the  people.  While  these  changes  have  occurred  there,  the  loyal  regions 
are  exhibiting  an  equal  and  contrasted  change.  The  government  paper  has 
improved  at  the  rate  of  forty  per  centum,  and  is  now  being  so  rapidly  absorbed 
by  the  permanent  funds  as  to  leave  us  no  apprehensions  of  a  failure  of  money 
for  all  needful  military  and  naval  operations.  The  appeals  of  political  parties 
in  the  elections  of  last  autumn  manifestly  awakened  all  the  doubts,  fears,  and 
disloyal  passions  that  were  existing  in  the  country,  and  the  display  was  so  great 
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as  for  a  time  to  alarm  patriotic  men  here,  while  it  encouraged  the  enemies  of  the 
coontry  abroad.  There  is  a  manifest  reaction,  and  no  calm  and  considerate 
man  now  apprehends  any  fectious  opposition  or  resistance  to  the  government. 
It  can  hardly  be  expected  that  the  true  condition  of  things  will  be  apprehended 
in  Europe ;  but  it  is  nevertheless  apparent  that  the  war  is  devastating  and  ex- 
haustinff  the  insurrectionary  regions,  while  it  has  not  yet  affected  the  resources 
or  sensibly  impaired  the  prosperity  of  the  whole  country. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Jambs  S.  Pike,  Esq.,  4v.>  ^c,  8fc, 


Mr.  Pike  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  82.]  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  April  8,  1863. 

Sir:  •  ♦  »  •  • 

The  speculation  in  American  government  stocks  goes  on  at  Amsterdam  with' 
unabated  activity.  Yesterday,  news  of  an  armistice,  said  to  have  been  brought 
by  the  Australasian  and  telegraphed  from  Queenstown,  was  reported  on  the 
bourse,  and  our  bonds  rose  nve  per  cent,  instantly.  It  appears  now  to  have 
been  a  ruse  of  the  operators.  But  the  announcement  produced  exti'aordinary 
excitement,  and  sales  went  on  at  the  rise  So  much  are  stock  operators  absorbed 
by  the  movement  that  complaints  are  made  that  everything  not  American  is 
neglected.  For  example :  a  canal  has  long  been  projected  to  unite  Amsterdam 
in  a  direct  line  with  the  sea-coast.  This  winter,  government  has  approved  the 
project  and  voted  a  guarantee  of  four  per  cent,  on  the  capital  necessary  to  con- 
Btmct  the  work.  It  has  been  expected  that  Amsterdam  would  earnestly  con- 
tend for  the  privilege  of  subscHbing  for  the  whole  capital.  It  turns  out,  how^ 
ever,  that  the  subscription  there,  just  completed,  is  not  a  third  part  of  the  sum 
needed.  The  King  is  indignant,  and  announces  that  Amsterdam  must  reform 
or  he  will  not  make  his  annual  visit  to  that  city,  the  period  for  which  has  now 
arrived.  It  is  to  be  seen  if  the  more  inviting  investments  in  American  6's  at 
65  are  to  be  overlooked  by  reason  of  this  evidence  of  the  royal  displeasure.  It 
is  likely  to  be  found  that  Holland  has  money  enough  for  both  enterprises.  I 
have  communicated  with  Mr.  Van  der  Mseser  in  respect  to  the  non-intervention 
,  resolutions  of  Congress,  and,  as  such  was  his  preference,  I  have  lefk  with  him  a 
copy  of  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pike. 


No.  96.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  13,  1863. 


Sir:  I  have  received  your  despatch  (No.  77)  of  the  25th  of  February,  and 
lall  lay  it  before  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Jambs  S.  Pike,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sgc.  ^.^ ,...., qIc 
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Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  84.]  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  AprU  22,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  17th  March, 
(No.  93,)  covering  copies  of  a  letter  from  the  JPostmaster  Greneral,  in  relation  to 
the  proposed  postal  convention  at  Paris,  which  I  have  laid  before  the  minister 
tor  fi)reign  affairs.  I  have  also  your  despatches  (Nos.  93  and  94)  under  di^te  of 
the  25th  and  30th  March. 

I  have  heard  nothing  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  though  I  have 
had  shown  to  me  a  copy  of  a  note  from  him  to  the  agent  of  an  Amsterdam 
banker  in  relation  to  a  suggested  loan  from  that  quarter,  in  which  he  says  he 
will  communicate  with  me.  As  I  hear  nothing,  the  design  may  have  fallen 
through. 

The  aspect  of  things  in  America  calls  forth  some  expressions  of  appre- 
hension that  we  shall  yet  be  involved  in  difficulty  with  England.  And  there 
are  indications  that  the  apprehension  is  shared  in  that  country.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  it  may  serve  as  an  admonition  to  restrain  that  license  of  tongue,  and 
that  undisguised  desire  to  break  up  our  government  and  Union,  which  has 
marked  the  expression  of  leading  English  opinion  from  the  beginning  of  the 
struggle. 

In  this  patient  country  everybody  views  with  comparative  composure  the 
progress  of  events.  The  last  two  weeks  have  reported  violent  fluctuations  of 
public  opinion  in  New  York,  and  show  corresponding  vibrations  on  the  exchange 
there.  But  all  together,  the  great  mutations  in  the  price  of  specie  includ^ 
have  failed  to  disturb  the  quotations  of  American  government  securities  to  an 
extent  of  one  per  cent,  in  Amsterdam.  Our  five  per  cent,  loan  of  1858  stands 
steady  at  63^,  and  our  six  per  cents,  of  1861  at  67;  which  is  equivalent  in  our 
market  to  67  for  the  5's  and  70  for  the  6's,  payable  in  specie.  At  these  prices 
the  business  in  Amsterdam  is  active. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wathington. 


Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  85.]  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  May  6,  1863. 

Sir  :  Since  my  last,  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  despatches  (No. 
96)  of  the  13th  April,  No.  97  of  the  17th  of  April,  No.  98  of  the  20th  of  April, 
and  No.  99  of  the  same  date,  together  with  the  enclosures  from  the  Treasury 
Department,  the  subject  of  which  I  shall  bring  to  the  attention  of  this  govern- 
ment, as  you  direct.  The  medal  for  Captain  Piebes,  of  the  Dutch  galliot, 
Jantina  Alida,  I  shall  have  transmitted  to  him  in  the  manner  you  prescribe 
when  I  shall  receive  it. 

There  is  a  growing  stagnation  of  discussion  in  regard  to  our  affairs.  The 
apprehensions  of  difficulty  with  England  have  taken  small  hold  of  continental 
opinion ;  and  the  sentiment  prevails  that  we  shall  be  left  to  fight  out  the  ulti- 
mate issue  by  ourselves.  The  great  distress  of  the  south  tends  to  modify 
some  of  the  judgments  hitherto  entertained  that  it  cannot  be  reduced,  and  the 
experience  of  Uie  next  two  or  three  months  will  be  watched  with  extreme 
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interest.    It  is  understood  that  very  great  offers  are  in  tbe  market  for  cargoes 
of  food,  to  be  run  through  the  blockade,  to  relieve  the  pressing  wants  of  the 
seceded  States. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State ,  Washington. 


Mr,  Pike  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Extracts.] 


No.  87.]  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  May  20,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  subject  of  the  Scheldt  tolls,  of  the  settlement  of  which  between 
Belgium  and  Holland  I  suppose  you  have  heard*  from  Mr.  Sanford,  has  been 
determined  quite  to  the  satisfaction  of  Holland.  This  government  is  very 
willing  to  receive  the  thirty-six  million  francs  stipulated  to  be  paid  in  the 
settlement,  in  lieu  of  the  current  tolls  now  collected  by  it,  not  knowing  how 
soon  those  tolls  might  be  made  the  subject  of  spoliation.  The  leading  European 
governments  do  pretty  much  what  they  like  with  these  secondary  or  dependent 
powers,  and,  on  an  open  question,  like  these  tolls,  they  would  be  sure  to  dictate 
terms,  sooner  or  later.  In  acceding  to  the  arrangement  now  made,  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Netherlands  feels  that  it  shelters  a  weak  point  from  the  assaults  of 
those  who  dismembered  their  territory  in  1831,  and  forever  closes  one  tempting 
avenue  of  attack. 

Holland,  as  well  as  some  other  small  lingdoms,  has  been  solicited  by  France 
and  England  to  unite  in  the  diplomatic  movement  of  addressing  notes  to  the 
Russian  government  on  the  subject  of  Poland.  This  cabinet  acceded  to  the 
request  and  sent  their  note  to  the  Dutch  minister  at  St.  Petersburgh  to  be  read 
to  Prince  Gortchakoff. 

The  reported  military  movements  of  General  Banks  in  the  Red  River  country 
are  regarded  here  as  possessing  more  significance  than  any  recent  event  of  the 
war ;  the  military  possession  of  the  interior  of  Louisiana  by  the  federal  forces 
appearing  to  promise  important  results,  through  the  severance  of  Texas  from 
the  rest  of  the  States  in  rebellion,  thus  holding  out  a  prospect  of  the  early 
reduction  of  the  whole  country  west  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

It  is  thought  if  this  could  be  once  effected,  and  slavery  overturned  effectually 
in  that  extensive  district,  it  would  furnish  a  very  important  basis  for  the  settle- 
ment of  our  difficulties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  qf  State,  Washington. 
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Mr.  Setoard  to  Mr.  Pike. 

No.  103.]  Dbpabtmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  June  8,  1863. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  20th  ultimo  (No.  87)  relative  to  the  question  of 
the  Scheldt  tolls,  to  the  Polish  insurrection,  and  to  the  impression  produced  hj 
General  Banks's  moTements,  has  been  received  and  perused  with  much  interest. 
1  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Jambs  S.  Pikk,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc„  Sfc. 


Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Seward. 
.         [Extract.] 


No.  88.]  TJnitbd  Statbs  Lboation, 

The  Hague,  June  10,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatches  of  the 
19th  and  25th  of  May,  Nos.  100  and  101. 

The  public  affairs  of  this  kingdom  continue  tranquil  and  prosperous,  though 
their  managers  are  just  as  full  of  care  and  anxiety  and  ambition  as  are  the 
rulers  of  states  which  make  a  greater  figure  in  the  world. 

The  currents  of  public  sentiment  in  Europe,  which  have  so  long  set  against 
the  idea  of  our  success  in  reducing  the  rebellion,  have,  I  think,  been  se- 
riously checked  within  a  month  or  twqf  The  separation,  once  so  confidently 
predicted,  seems  to  recede  with  the  progress  of  events;  and  the  belief  of 
some  other  issue  of  the  conflict  gains  ground.  There  is  a  growing  dispo- 
sition to  believe  that,  after  all  their  efforts,  the  slaveholders  must  pay  the 
penalty  of  having  thrown  down  the  gage  of  war  and  appealed  to  the  sword. 
The  conviction  evidently  strengthens  and  spreads,  that  the  logical  termina- 
tion of  the  contest  is  the  destruction  of  slavery  and  the  race  of  slaveholders, 
and  this  conclusion  is  fortified  by  the  apparently  unyielding  attitude  of  the 
government  of  the  loyal  States. 

The  revolutionary  elements  that  underlie  the  rebellion  are  perhaps  more 
generally  regarded  in  Europe  than  in  America  as  the  potent  force  which 
most  threatens  it ;  and  that  the  lapse  of  time  renders  these  stronger  and  not 
weaker  can  be  nowhere  disputed.  It  is  not  insurrection  that  is  anticipated* 
but  the  effect  of  the  general  arming  of  the  blacks  in  unsettling  and  demoral- 
izing the  whole  slave  population. 

Careful  observers  in  Europe,  while  thus  viewing  our  concerns,  are  daily 
growing  more  and  more  solicitous  over  European  affairs. 

•  ••••••  4c* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 
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Circular  to  Asnericam  Mhmters  in  Europe. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  June  16,  1863. 

Sir:  The  military  situation  in  the  Bonthwest  remains  unchanged.     Thi 
sieges  of  Yicksbuii;  and  Port  Hudson  are  continued. 

There  has  been  a  change  on  the  line  in  Virginia.    Lee  has  moved  irest* 
ward  from  Fredericksburg,  and  General  Hooker's  army  has,  of  course,  changed 
position  and  attitude.    But  the  object  of  Lee's  strategy  is  not  yet  developed. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


JHr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 


No.  89.]  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  June  25,  1863. 
Sir  :  We  are  having  another  season  of  the  oft-recurring  disquietude  of  the 
public  mind  of  Europe  in  regard  to  public  affairs.     As  usual,  apprehension 
hinges,  to  a  great  extent,  on  the  suspected  movements  of  the  French  Emperor. 
•  •»«••••# 

As  an  aside  portion  of  the  drama,  the  affairs  of  the  United  States  are  i^in 
brought  under  review.  Mr.  Roebuck  and  Mr.  Lindsay,  of  the  British  Jar* 
liament,  :♦:#*♦♦♦♦# 

have  just  been  over  and  had  an  interview  with  the  Emperor  touching  our 
afiEairs,  or  rather  Mr.  Roebuck's  and  Mr.  Lindsay's  affairs.  They  report  him 
all  ready  for  mediation,  recognition,  or  anything  else  which  ravors  the  re- 
bellion. 

The  judge  in  the  Alexandra  case  has  just  given  his  remarkable  decision 
for  free  trade  in  ships-of-war,  from  which  serious  consequences  are  feared  j 
so  that  tdtogether  the  moment  is  one  of  unusual  disturbance  and  escitement. 
The  French  funds  have  been  gradually  receding  for  a  fortnight,  and  consda 
are  now  following  suit. 

So  far  as  we  are  concerned,  I  see  nothing  in  the  whole  of  it  that  is  not  de- 
pendent on  the  course  of  events  at  home.  If  we  do  not  succeed  at  Vicks- 
Durg  the  mischief-makers  in  Parliament  will  raise  what  dust  they  can  om 
the  strength  of  our  failure.  But  if  we  succeed  there,  and  clear  out  the  Mis- 
sissippi, nobody  here  will  think  of  striking  against  us  to  the  extent  of  a  foot. 
The  real  judgment  on  this  side  is  that  we  have  made  substantial  progress, 
and  that  the  cause  of  the  south  is  slowly,  it  may  be,  but  surely,  giving  way. 
Notwithstanding  our  many  previous  milurcs,  there  is  a  strong  expectation 
that  we  shall  succeed  this  time  before  Vicksburg;  and  the  moral  effect  of 
the  great  enterprise  of  General  Grant,  if  carried  to  a  successful  termination, 
will  be  immense  in  Europe.  In  that  event,  I  think  the  conviction  will  be 
that  the  final  result  will  depend  entirely  on  the  persistent  determination  of 
the  people  of  the  loyal  States. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  June  1,  No.  102. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  WoihtngUm. 
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Mr.  Setoard  to  Mr.  Pike. 

No.  106.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  30,  1863. 
*   Sir  ;  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  10th  in- 
stant,  No.  88,  and  to  thank  you  for  the  mteresting  information  which  it 
presents. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
James  S.  Pike,  Esq.,  ^.,  4r.,  S^. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pike. 


No.  109.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  13,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  interesting  despatch  of  June  25  (No.  89)  has  been  received. 
Europe  waited  patiently  for  the  end  of  a  siege  of  eleven  months  at  Sevas- 
topol, and  a  year  for  a  result  of  a  like  operation  in  Mexico.  Forty-five  days' 
delay  at  Vicksburg,  and  a  similar  delay  at  Port  Hudson,  have  proved  too 
severe  an  exaction  upon  the  magnanimity  of  parties  in  Europe  who  desire 
the  ruin  of  the  United  States.  At  the  mpment  when  I  write,  the  scene  in 
this  country  has  altogether  changed.  Vicksburg,  with  all  its  defenders  and 
material,  has  fallen,  at  last,  into  our  possession.  Rosecrans  has  .driven  the 
insurgents  of  Tennessee  within  the  interior  lines.  The  army  of  the  Potomac 
has  retrieved  its  fortunes  and  prestige,  and  the  forces  of  General  Lee  are 
understood  to  be  hemmed  in  between  a  flood  in  their  front  and  a  victorious 
army  in  their  rei^r.  Charleston  is  again  under  siege  of  iron-clads.  Our 
army  is  being  renewed  by  a  levv  of  three  hundred  thousand  men,  which 
will  swell  the  aggregate  to  eight  hundred  thousand,  while  the  insurgent  re- 
sources are  manifestly  very  much  diminished.  Under  these  circumstances,  the 
public  mind,  impatient  of  rest,  is  already  agitating  the  conditions  on  which 
peace  shall  be  conceded.  While,  however,  this  is  the  exact  condition  of  aifairs 
in  Amerfca,  we  have  warnings,  apparently  authentic,  of  a  purpose  on  the  part 
of  the  Emperor  of  the  French  to  employ  all  his  influence  to  procure  a  recog- 
nition of  the  insurgents  by  other  powers ;  and  failing  in  this,  to  proceed  alone 
in  that  injurious  policy.  We  hear,  also,  of  a  debate  upon  recognition  in  the 
British  Parliament,  but  the  steamer  which  bore  the  news  of  the  debate  did  not 
wait  for  the  decision.  Upon  this  statement  of  our  case,  as  it  is  developed  here, 
you  will  be  able  to  determine  for  yourself  the  probabilities  of  a  new  foreign  com- 
plication, and  the  spirit  in  which  it  will  be  met,  if  it  must  come  to  embarrass  us. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SIWARD. 

James  S.  Pike,  Esq.,  ifc.,  Sfc.,  ^c. 


Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  93.]  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  July  15,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatches  of  the  29th  and 
30th  of  June,  (Nos.  105  and  106.) 

The  fluctuations  of  military  events  at  home  create  corresponding  fluctuations 
of  opinion  on  this  side.    A  month  ago  everything  was  thought  here^to  be  lavor- 
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able  to  the  government.  Now  it  is  the  reverse.  There  are  even  those  who 
profess  to  see  in  Lee's  army  a  conquenng  host  about  to  dictate  terms  of  peace 
to  the  federal  government  in  its  own  capital.  It  may  well  be  deemed  surprising 
to  find,  at  three  thousand  miles  distance  from  the  scene,  such  idle  apprehensions 
and  such  extraordinary  ignorance  of  the  American  character.  But  this  tone  finds 
its  way  even  into  the  British  Parliament,  and  the  partiflan  sheets  of  the  slave- 
holders fulminate  it  at  every  comer. 

Whatever  General  Lee's  hopes  and  expectations  may  have  been  of  striking 
a  sudden  and  unexpected  blow,  the  delay  of  two  weeks— during  which  he  seems 
to  have  been  across  the  Potomac  without  having  attempted  anything  of  the 
kind — ^looks  like  a  frustration  of  his  purpose.  At  any  rate,  this  delay  is  here 
interpreted  unfavorably  to  his  designs.  As  you  may  suppose,  we  await  the 
denouement  of  this  hazardous  movement  with  deep  solicitude. 

I  fear  the  general  course  of  events  is  again  acting  prejudicially  to  our  cause, 
though,  as  I  have  often  said,  the  action  of  the  government  here  will  depend 
entirely  upon  the  progress  we  make  at  home. 

The  financial  credit  of  the  government  not  only  stands  unshaken,  but  actually 
improves  amid  all  the  uncertainties  of  the  situation.  Our  government  stocks 
are  constantly  rising,  fi&id  have  been  ever  since  I  first  called  your  attention  to 
the  speculative  movement  initiated  in  them  at  Amsterdam  last  winter.  Our 
5  per  cents,  have  slowly  but  steadily  risen  from  60  to  70,  from  which  point  they 
stOl  tend  upward  on  the  Amsterdam  bourse. 

The  ministry  of  Mr.  Thorbecke  have  safely  passed  the  July  crisis,  which  at 
one  time,  as  1  informed  you,  was  thought  likely  to  prove  fatal  to  them.  The 
ministry  have  been  violently  assailed  on  the  ground  tnat  they  contemplated  the 
overthrow  of  the  existmg  colonial  system  which  has  proved  so  very  lucrative 
to  the  treasury. 

The  new  colonial  minister,  Mr.  Van  De  Putte,  in  a  late  expose  of  his  policy, 
has  temporarily  quieted  these  apprehensions,  and  both  chambers  have  separated 
until  the  September  sitting — the  first  chamber  having  first  reversed  a  previous 
condemnatory  note  and  accorded  its  confidence  to  the  new  minister  on  the 
strength  of  his  concessions  and  pledges. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

ikcretary  of  State,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  94.]  United  States  Lbgatiox, 

The  Hague,  Jidy  22,  1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  two  despatches  of  July  3  and  6, 
(Nos.  107  and  108  ;)  the  latter  containing  the  highly  gratifying  intelligence  of 
the  success  of  our  arms  at  Gettysburg. 

This  result,  with  the  news  of  the  capture  of  Vicksburg,  which  comes  by  tele- 
graph, seems  to  foreshadow  the  dissolution  of  the  confederacy,  rather  than  their 
signal  triumph  so  lately  predicted. 

Never  since  I  have  been  in  Europe  has  public  expectation  received  so  great 
a  shock  as  has  been  produced  by  this  intelligence — the  partisan  journals  of  the 
slaveholders,  headed  Dv  the  London  Times,  having  filled  both  England  and  the 
continent  with  a  confident  expectation  of  the  easy  triumph  of  General  Lee  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  a  belief  that  Grant's  siege  of  Vicksburg  had  become  hopeless. 

However  important  the  repulse  and  defeat  of  X/ee,  (of  the  precise  extent  of 
whose  situation  we  have  yet  no  definite  tidings,)  the  capture  of  Vicksburg  seems 


822  DIPLOMATIC    OORKESPON0ENCB. 

to  carry  with  it  a  train  of  even  yet  more  important  consequences.  How  the 
present  confederacy  can  claim  to  stand  up  after  the  permanent  military  conquest 
of  the  Mississippi  river  by  the  federal  arms  it  is  difficult  to  see.  This  result 
attained,  time  and  patience  would  seem  to  be  all  that  is  requisite  to  insure  the 
certain  return  of  the  country  west  of  that  river  to  the  Union. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be»  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pike. 


No.  111.]  Dbpartment  op  State, 

WoihwgtoJh  July  24,  1863. 
Sib  :  I  have  received  your  despatch  No.  90,  of  the  25th  ultimo,  accompanied 
by  a  translation  of  a  note  of  the  10th  ultimo  from  Mr.  Van  der  Maesen  de 
8ombreff,  in  regard  to  the  validity  of  rogatoiy  commissions  of  foreign  magistrates 
or  tribunals  in  the  Netherlands.  With  much  satisfaction  I  learn  from  that  note 
that  the  reciprocity  in  this  respect,  contemplated  by  my  instructions  of  the  17th 
of  April  last,  (No.  97,)  and  the  act  of  Congress  which  accompanied  it,  already 
practically  exists  in  the  Netherlands,  and  that  the  proposed  decree  will  favor- 
ably afifect  the  matter.  A  copy  of  your  communication  will  be  sent  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Jambs  S.  Pike,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  4r.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[ExtntotB.] 

No.  95.]  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  July  29,  1863. 

Sib  :  *  •  ♦  The  late  correspondence  of  the  great  powers  with  Russia 
in  regard  to  the  Polish  insurrection  is  engi-ossing  a  very  large  share  of  the  atten- 
tion of  European  statesmen  just  now,  and  there  is  a  feverish  apprehension  of  a 
general  disturbance.  The  disclaimers  of  the  interfering  parties  are,  however,  suf- 
ficiently explicit  to  show  that  of  their  own  motion  they  will  not  go  to  war  in  be- 
half of  the  Poles.  And  I  cannot  see  any  evidence  that  public  sentiment  is 
either  united  enough  or  strong  enough  to  bring  on  hostilities  against  the  wish  of 
the  existing  cabinets.  •♦*•♦•♦ 

The  rapid  and  ^eat  successes  of  our  arms  at  all  points  is  having  its  just 
influence,  and  has  blasted  the  lately  raised  expectations  of  the  partisans  of  the 
southern  cause.  The  movements  in  their  favor  caused  by  the  advance  of  Lee 
into  Pennsylvania  have  come  to  a  dead  halt,  and  all  the  bloated  hopes  of  tri- 
umph recently  entertained  and  expressed  with  such  undisguised  exultation  have 
suddenly  collapsed.  The  impair^  military  prestige  of  the  government  has  been 
entirely  restored  by  the  recent  events,  and  we  hear  no  more  of  the  sarcasms  and 
insults  in  which  of  late  the  hostile  press  of  Europe  have  been  wont  to  indulge, 

I  am  without  any  of  your  favors  since  my  last. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  qf  State,  Washington.  ^.g.^.^^,  .^  GoOglc 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pike. 

No.  112.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  29,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  your  despatch  of  the  15th  of  July,  (No.  93.)  The  armies  and 
the  navy  of  the  Union  have  recently  obtained  snccesses  which  will  relieve  our 
representatives  abroad  of  apprehensions  of  movements  hostile  to  our  country  by 
the  great  maritime  powers. 

Notwithstanding  adverse  speculations  and  criticisms,  it  is  now  seen  that  the 
operations  of  the  government  during  the  two  years  which  the  war  has  continued 
have  been  as  effective  as  was  to  be  expected,  and  the  relative  strength  of  the 
contending  parties  is  full  of  encouragement. 

At  present  the  chief  anxiety  of  the  government  arises  out  of  the  violations  of 
our  national  rights,  by  the  fitting  out  and  sending  forth  piratical  vessels  from 
British  ports.  We  are  dealing  with  that  painful  subject  earnestly,  though  jcare- 
fully,  hoping  to  avoid  the  complication  of  a  foreign  war,  if  possible,  and  if  not 
possible,  then  to  be  prepared  for  it. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Jambs  S.  Pike,  Esq.,  ^c,  4^.,  S^. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pike. 
[Extracts] 

No.  1L5.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  August  15,  1863. 

Sib  :  Your  despatch  of  the  29th  ultimo  (No.  95)  has  been  received. 

•    ■«  •  •  •  •  •  •  »  # 

Your  remarks  concerning  the  Polish  insurrection,  and  those  in  relation  to  the 
salutary  effect  of  the  good  news  from  home,  have  been  perused  with  much 
interest. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  Secretary. 
Jambs  S.  Pike,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc,  8fc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pike. 


No.  117.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  September  4,  1863. 
Sir:  Your  despatch  of  August  5  (No.  96)  has  been  received,  and  I  give  you 
my  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  careful  survey  of  European  politics 
which  it  presents.  Only  time  can  disclose  whether  the  performance  of  the  sev- 
eral actors  will  follow  the  outlines  you  have  sketched  for  them,  upon  considera- 
tions of  prudence  and  reason,  or  whether  the  plot  is  to  be  determined  by  caprice 
and  passion.  So  far  as  we  are  concerned,  it  is  manifestly  our  duty  to  practice 
prudence  and  preparation. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Jambs  S.  Pike,  Esq.,  ifc.,  8fc.,  8fc. 
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Mr,  Pike  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extracts.] 

No.  97.]  United  States  Legation, 

The  Hague,  August  19,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  despatch  of  July  24,  (No.  111.) 

Two  weeks'  digestion  of  the  news  from  America  results  in  no  revival  of  hopes 
on  this  side  for  the  rebellion.  The  partisans  of  the  south  seem  discouraged  and 
disheartened.  The  only  pretence  they  raise,  to  mitigate  the  extremity  of  the 
situation,  is  the  allegation  that  their  case  has  seemed  equally  desperate  before. 
The  argument  does  not  arrest  the  fall  of  their  sinking  fortunes  on  the  exchange. 
Their  favorite  cotton  loan,  so  lately  above  par,  is  down  to  70.  The  complete 
breakdown  of  the  financial  system  of  the  insurgents,  demonstrated  by  the  fall 
of  their  paper  currency  to  10  cents  on  the  dollar,  has,  perhaps,  more  weight 
attached  to  it  here  than  in  the  Utiited  States.  It  is  regarded  as  indicating 
a  near  relapse.  Dispassionate  observers  fail  to  see  how  the  resources  of 
the  rebel  government  are  to  be  replenished,  or  their  finances  even  nominally 
administered.  The  melting  away  of  its  armies,  from  internal  weakness,  alone 
seems  thus  inevitable. 

But  beyond  this,  the  clearing  out  of  the  Mississippi  river,  if  its  approaches 
be  properly  guarded  against  any  sudden  descent  of  armed  iron-clads  from  £urope, 
is  viewed  as  a  fatal  grip  at  the  throat  of  the  rebellion.  The  events  occurring  in 
Mexico  make  New  Orleans  looked  upon  more  than  ever  as  the  key  of  our  empire. 
Its  original  capture  was  considered  in  Europe  a  deadly  blow  to  the  insurrection. 
The  conviction  was  and  is  that  it  should  be  made  impregnable  to  attack  by  sea, 
which  seems  easy  enough ;  the  hostile  action  of  no  power  in  the  Gulf  need  be 
feared.  But  should  this  safeguard  be  neglected,  we  might  find  our  dear-bought 
triumphs  suddenly  brought  to  a  disastrous  termination.  Our  enemies  tir  to 
find  consolation  in  the  hope  that  we  shall  be  less  prudent  to  secure  than  we  nave 
been  energetic  to  conquer. 

That  we  must  look  to  ultimate  collision  in  that  quarter  with  foreign  powers, 
the  action  of  France  in  Mexico  docs  not  seem  to  allow  us  to  doubt. 

As  I  took  occasion  to  observe  some  months  ago,  (I  believe  you  thought  pre- 
maturely,) the  cotton  question  is  ended  in  Europe.  We  have  entirely  gone  by 
that  danger.  Cotton  is  abundant.  The  only  disturbing  fact  that  remains  is 
that  the  price  is  so  high  that  mani|facturers  decline  to  spin  and  weave  on  tho 
old  scale.  Distress  is  again  setting  into  the  manufactui-ing  districts,  but  the 
disorder  and  sufiering  are,  to  a  great  extent,  compensated  by  the  excellent  har- 
vest which  almost  eveiywhere  prevails. 

Now,  therefore,  as  heretofore,  I  believe  we  are  to  be  unmolested  from  abroad. 
If  we  can  furnish  the  troops  necessary  to  follow  up  our  recent  great  successes 
triumphantly,  we  shall  have  a  glorious  issue  from  our  trials.  Viewed  at  this 
distance,  the  prospects  of  the  country  have  never  seemed  so  encouraging. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Sft:. 


Mr,  Pike  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Extract.] 

No.  99.]  United  Stater  Legation, 

The  Hague,  September  2,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt   of  your  despatch  of  the  13th   of 
August,  (No.  115,)  and  your  circular  despatch  of  the  12th  of  the  same  month. 
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with  an.  accompanying  map,  giving  an  exposition  of  the  military  situation; 
all  of  which  are  attentively  considered. 

Political  affairs  are  comparatively  quiet 

The  conference  of  German  sovereigns  at  Frankfort  has  ended;  with  what 
enccess  in  the  main  purpose  of  consolidating  their  power  against  France  remains 
to  be  seen.  England  approves  and  encourages  the  movement.  France  throws 
cold  water  on  the  proceedings,  notwithstanding  the  re^  object  of  the  conference 
ifl  veiled  under  other  pretences. 

Some  of  the  French  journals  are  engaged  in  the  effort  to  show  that  the 
United  States  have  no  cause  of  hostility  to  the  effort  to  establish  an  empire 
upon  the  ruins  of  Mexican  independence.  The  argument  proceeds  upon  the 
assumption  that  France  does  not  desire  to  do  any  offensive  political  act  towards 
the  United  Scates,  and  so  far  intimates  inactivity  upon  the  question  of  recog- 
nition. 

It  seems  to  be  reduced  to  a  certainty  that  the  Polish  question  will  not  dis- 
turb the  peace  of  Europe.     Russia  claims  that  the  rebellion  is  exhausted. 
m  ********  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr  Pike, 


No,  118.]  Department  op  State, 

Wa^shington,  September  5,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  August  1*9  (No.  97)   has   been  carefully   considered. 

What  you  have  noticed  in  Europe,  in  regard  to  the  political  aspects  of  the 
insurrection  here,  has  been  equally  observable  here  during  the  period  which 
you  have  mentioned.  No  fortunate  military  incident  has  occurred  to  revive  the 
hopes  of  the  insurgents,  while  Union  sieges  and  marches  have  gone  on  fevor- 
abfy.  The  insurgents  have  burned  much  and  lost  more  of  the  cotton  that  they 
had  pledged  to  European  creditors,  while  the  price  of  gold  in  their  currency 
has  risen,  within  two  months,  from  1,000  per  cent,  to  1,600  per  cent.,  which  is 
the  last  reported  rate.  The  insurgent  financiers  last  winter  adopted  wheat  in- 
stead of  gold  for  the  standard  of  values,  and  fixed  that  of  wheat,  if  I  remember 
rightly,  at  five  dollars  per  bushel.  It  is  now  reported  that  the  farmer  refuses 
to  thresh  his  wheat,  and  the  government  agents  are  considering  whether  the 
power  to  appropriate  at  five  dollars  does  not  also  include  the  necessary  prelim- 
inary power  to  thresh  the  grain. 

You  have  rightly  assumed  that  the  safe  occupation  of  New  Orleans,  so  long 
as  it  is  maintained,  is  sufficient  guarantee  for  the  success  of  the  goveiFhment. 
We  are,  however,  not  without  some  concern  on  that  subject;  for  in  the  first 
place  we  have  no  clearly  reliable  assurances  that  the  British  government  will 
prevent  the  departure  of  the  iron  rams,  which  are  being  prepared  in  British 
ship  yards,  for  that  or  some  similar  purpose.  And  next,  notwithstanding  the 
great  energy  of  the  Navv  Department,  it  has  not  yet  brought  out  the  vessels 
upon  which  we  can  confidently  rely  for  adequate  defence  against  such  an  en- 
terprise. Nevertheless,  Mr  Adams  is  making  the  best  possible  efforts  with 
reference  to  the  first  point,  and  our  naval  means,  which  certainly  are  neither 
small  nor  inefficient,  are  rapidly  increasing.  Your  observations  on  this  subject 
are  so  sagacious  that  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  commend  them  to  the  special 
attention  of  the  Navy  Department.  C^ r^4^n\o 

I  thank  you  for  the  account  you  have  given  me  of  publio  oj^inldn  ifl^^urop^ 
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in  regard  to  the  condidon  of  Meaneo  and  its  bearii^  on  the  interesta  of  the 
United  States.  Public  opinion  is  not  embarrassed  by  a  want  of  accurate  knowl- 
edge of  existing  facts.  It  anticipates  and  assumes  probable  events,  and  thus 
the  imagination  early  arrives  at,  mid  is  satisfied  with,  premature  solutions;  from 
Mexico  we  have  nothing  in  regard  to  the  attitude  or  proceedings  of  the  repub- 
lican government,  since  it  withdrew  before  the  invaders  to  San  Luis;  from 
Franee  nothing  in  regard^  the  question  of  a  new  government,  but  reiterated 
assurances  of  an  absence  h£  any  design  to  permanenUy  occnp  j  or  dominate  in 
Mexico ;  and  from  Austria,  only  the  speculations  of  the  press  upon  a  condition  of 
aifiurs  in  Mexico,  too  imperfectly  developed  to  justify  any  decisive  action  by 
tiie  alleged  candidate  for  an  imperial  crown. 

In  these  circumstances  we  see  no  occasion  for  extreme  sensibility  or  for  im- 
mediate demonstration.  Mr.  Oorwin  cannot,  of  course,  communicate  with  the 
authorities  newly  instituted  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  while  he  is  shut  out  from  access 
to  the  republican  one  to  which  he  is  accredited.  That  government  may,  for 
aught  we  know,  nuuntain  an  effectual  resistance  to  the  new  one,  or,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  may  even  succumb.  Such  a  resistance  would  relieve  the  people  of  all 
difficulties,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  it  would  be  as  unreasonable  as  it  would  be 
unavailing  to  seek  to  rescue  a  people  that  should  voluntarily  surrender  itself  to 
foreign  control.  The  new  government,  if  it  succeeds,  may  respect  the  sovereignty 
and  all  the  rights  of  the  United  States,  and  so  give  us  no  cause  of  complaint  or 
dissatis&ction.  Our  opinions  as  to  the  ultimate  and  permanent  success  of  an 
European  intervention  in  Mexico  were  early  expressed  by  way  of  anticipation. 
Until  we  recall  them  no  presumption  that  they  are  abandoned  can  arise.  But 
we  now  see,  instead  of  a  whole  and  normal  Mexico  on  our  southern  border,  a 
Mexico  divided  between  Mexicans  and  the  French.  We  do  not  know  how  this 
new  condition  of  things  might  sooner  or  later  affect  the  authority  of  the  United 
States  in  Texas.  Independently  of  that  consideration,  the  time  has  arrived  when 
that  authority  ought  to  be,  and,  as  we  think,  can  be,  restored  in  that  important 
border  State,  and  this  will  be  done. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAJLD. 

Jambs  S.  Pike,  Esq.,  4^.,  4^.,  4v. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pike. 


No.  121.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  September  19,  1863. 

Sib  :  Tour  despatch  of  the  2d  instant  (No.  99)  has  been  received. 
The  interesting  information  and  reflections  concerning  political  affidrs  in 
Europe,  which  it  contains,  are  highly  appreciated. 
J  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Jambs  S.  Pikb,  Esq.,  ^c,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pike. 


No.  125.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  October  10, 1863. 

Sib:  Tour  despatch  of  the  24th  of  September  (No.  101)  has  been  received. 

All  attempts  at  revolution  present  real  or  affected  complaints  of  oppression, 

with  vows  of  heroic  devotion  to  liberty.    These  complaints  and  vows  strike  the 
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imagination  and  toach  the  sensibilities  of  indifferent  parties,  and  they  are  zealously 
taken  up  by  the  enemies  of  the  state  which  it  is  purposed  to  overthrow.  It  is 
not  ontil  aftor  the  revolution  has  gone  through  its  first  stage  that  mankind  come 
to  examine  its  merits  with  candor,  and  to  judge  of  its  designs  with  deliberation. 
When  that  stage  arrives,  if  the  cause  is  not  found  a  very  strong  one,  no  zeal  on 
the  part  of  its  advocates  can  keep  up  the  exaggerated  sympathies  with  which 
the  revolution  was  favored  in  the  beginning ;  and  even  many  a  good  cause  has 
been  left  to  perish  in  this  way  for  want  of  moral  support.  There  are  indica- 
tiODB  that  the  world's  patience  towards^  the  utterly  vicious  insurrection  in  this 
country  is  beginning  to  £eu1.  I  interpret  in  this  way  the  report  of  European 
opinions  you  have  given  me,  concurring  as  it  does  with  the  statements  of  others 
of  our  representatives  abroad. 

I  am,  air,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
James  S.  Fikb,  ^c,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 
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CHINA. 


Mr»  Burlingame  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extracta.] 

No.  24.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Peking,  August  23,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  on  the  5th  of  August,  I  received 
from  Prince  Kung  a  letter,  (marked  A,)  in  which  he  expressed  a  great  desire  to 
see  me,  but  regrets  that  he  is  as  yet  too  weak,  on  account  of  previous  illness,  to 
have  an  interview.  On  the  15th  of  August  I  received  another  letter  from  him, 
(marked  B,)  stating  that  though  not  quite  well,  yet,  that  he  might  carry  out  his 
desire  for  a  friendly  interview,  he  would  fix  upon  Wednesday,  the  20th  of 
August,  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.     On  that  day,  accompanied  by  Dr.  S.  Wells  Wil- 

I  liams,  B.  Wistar  Fellowes  and  J.  S.  G.  Schereschewsky,  I  proceeded  to  the 
Chinese  foreign  oflfice,  where  I  was  received  by  the  Prince  and  suite  in  the  most 
friendly  manner.  The  interview  lasted  for  two  hours,  and  was  marked  by  great 
freedom  and  cordiality  of  expression  on  both  sides.  I  spoke  to  them  of  our 
long  continued  friendship,  and  said  that  our  policy  was  one  of  peace ;  that  our 
relations  were  such  that  we  could  never  have  any  motive  but  for  our  mutual 
good ;  that  from  our  contiguity,  numbers,  and  growing  trade,  we  must  be  brought 
in  the  future  into  more  and  more  intimate  relations,  which  would  require  mutual 
kindness  and  forbearance.  The  Prince  and  suite  were  pleased  to  learn  of 
the  proposed  line  of  steamers  to  Shanghai ;  they  inquired  kindly  after  their 
people  in  California.  We  discoursed  of  the  rebellion  in  China,  and  of  the  means 
'  of  overcoming  it ;  of  the  success  of  General  Ward,  an  American,  with  his 
Chinese  soldiers,  trained  after  the  foreign  forms.  I  recommended  that  they 
should  abandon  the  old  style  of  fighting,  and  that  they  should  organize  a  smaller, 
but  more  efficient,  force  against  the  rebellion,  and,  above  all,  that  they  should 
adopt  a  more  liberal  policy  towards  all  but  the  leaders  of  it. 

,  I  presented  a  history  of  the  United  States  in  Chinese,  by  Dr.  Bridgeman,  to 
the  Prince.  1  presented,  also,  through  the  Prince  to  the  Emperor,  a  splendid 
edition  of  the  Bible,  at  the  request  of  Bishop  Bourne,  and  in  'behalf  of  the 
American  Bible  Society.  It  was  accompanied  with  a  little  history  of  the  book, 
in  Chinese,  by  Dr.  Williams.  They  were  much  pleased,  and  one  of  them  ( Wan- 
siang)  said  that  they  received  the  book  as  a  symbol  of  our  friendship.  The  in- 
terview was  exceedingly  agreeable,  and  would  seem  to  indicate,  on  their  part,  a 
total  abandonment  of  their  ancient  policy  of  exclusiveness.  To-day  I  have  been 
informed  by  letters  and  by  messengers  that  a  portion  of  the  Prince's  suite  would 
return  my  call  next  Tuesday,  and  that  the  Prince  himself  would  call  on  Wed- 
nesday.    I  send  a  copy  of  a  note,  (marked  C)  which  I  received  in  response  to 

copies  of  the  history  of  the  United  States,  which  were  sent. 

•  •••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 
Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary/  of  State, 
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A. 

Prince  Kung  to  Mr.  Burlingame. 

When  your  excellency  ai-rived  in  Peking,  I  was  very  desirous  of  seeing  you  ; 
but  at  tbat  time  I  was  ill,  and  asked  for  a  short  respite.  My  illness  is  gone, 
indeed,  at  this  time,  and  I  am  at  leisure;  but  I  am  left  in  such  a  weak  state  (9f 
body  that  a  few  days  will  be  requisite  to  recover  entirely  before  it  will  be  agree- 
able to  have  an  interview,  at  which  we  can  exchange  the  sentiments  of  peace 
and  amity  which  we  entertain. 

I  send  this  note  beforehand  to  inform  you,  and  avail  myself  of  the  opportu- 
nity to  wish  you  the  day's  enjoyment. 

Enclosed  the  card  of  Prince  KUNG. 

August  5, 1862. 


B. 

Prince  Kung  to  Mr.  Burlingame. 

Since  your  excellency's  arrival  at  the  capital,  I  have,  indeed,  been  desirous 
of  meeting  you;  but,  in  consequence  of  indisposition,  have  been  unable  to  do  as 
I  wished.  I  am  now  rather  better,  and,  in  order  that  I  may  carry  out  my  de- 
sires for  a  friendly  interview,  at  which  we  can  express  the  amicable  feelings  we 
entertain,  I  have  appointed  the  20th  instant,  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  if  your  excel- 
lency has  leisiu'e  on  that  day,  to  meet  you  at  the  foreign  office,  when  we  can  , 
have  a  meeting.     * 

I  beg  to  present  you  my  best  wishes,  and  shall  look  for  an  answer  to  this. 

Card  of  Prince  KUNG. 

August  15, 1862. 


0. 

Wansiang,  Tung,  and  Pankiene  to  Mr.  Burlingame. 

August  23,  1862. 
Your  note,  with  the  accompanying  copy  of  the  History  of  the  United  States, 
has  been  received.  I  shall  most  carefully  look  the  work  over,  and,  therefore, 
be  able  to  obtain  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  customs,  the  geography,  and  the 
character  of  the  people  of  that  country.  I  shall  keep  the  volume  at  my  side, 
and  be  gradually  extending  my  information  as  I  look  at  it. 

I  return  this  note  of  thanks  for  it,  at  the  same  time  availing  myself  of  the  op- 
portunity to  wish  you  happiness. 

Cards  of  WANSIANG,  TUNG,  and  PANKIENE. 


Mr.  Burlingame  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  26.]  Legation  of  tfb  United  States, 

Peking,  October  25,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  your  kind  despatch 
in  reply  to  No.  12,  of  mine,  and  that  it  is  exceedingly  gratifying  to  me. 

Since  I  last  wrote  you.  Prince  Kung  and  suite  have  returned  my  visit    The 
conversations  were  full,  firank,  and  friendly.    I  have  also  entered  into  a  tolera- 
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bly  extensive  correspondence  with  his  Imperial  Highness  Prince  Knng,  as  the 
communications  I  send  will  inform  jou.  llie  first  anestion  for  discussion 
directly  with  the  government  arose  on  the  receipt,  by  the  Prince,  of  my  com- 
munication, marked  A,  requesting  that  instructions  should  be  sent  to  the  Chinese 
authorities  at  the  treaty  ports  Hankow,  Kiukiang,  Newchwang,  and  Tientsin, 
to  recognize  the  newly  appointed  consuls  at  those  places.  This  they  had,  in  ft 
miomer,  refused  to  do,  because  these  consuls  were  men  engaged  in  trade.  In  sup* 
port  of  their  positicm,  they  cited  a  casual  remark  in  a  Tetter  written  by  one  of 
my  predecessors,  Mr.  Beed>  to  the  effect  that  the  United  States  did  not  appoint 
as  consul  any  man  thus  engaged — ^a  remark  totally  without  the  authority  of 
precedent  or  law.  Prince  Kung,  in  his  repJy»  marked  B,  taking  the  extract 
from  Mr.  Reed  for  law,  proceeds  to  make  complaint  that  such  men  should  b# 
appointed.  In  my  reply,  marked  G,  I  maintain  our  right  to  appoint  them.  I 
refer  to  the  fact  that  the  French  and  Russians  have,  in  China,  such  consuls, 
and  explain  the  meaning,  as  far  as  I  can,  of  Mr.  Reed's  language,  and  ask  the 
Prince  if  it  is  not  better,  where  we  have  large  trade,  to  have  these  men  rather 
than  none  at  all.  The  result  has  beeuf  that  while,  as  yet,  they  do  not  admit  in 
any  despatch  my  position,  they  have  in  interviews  done  so,  and  have  sent,  or 
say  they  have,  the  proper  instructions  to  their  officers. 

I  think,  myself,  that  the  policy  of  appointing  men  engaged  in  trade  not  a 
good  one;  but  it  was  necessary  to  have  some  one,  and  I  did  the  best  I  could, 
and  selected  men  of  such  excellent  character  as  to  preclude  all  idea  of  corrup- 
tion. Still,  the  business  houses,  not  having  consuls,  imagine  that  they  are  taken 
at  a  disadvantage,  and  complain.  I,  therefore,  earnestly  recommend  that,  at  the 
ports  of  Hankow,  Kiukiang,  and  Tientsin,  the  consuls  should  be  salaried.  The 
.  next  subject  for  communication,  rather  than  discussion,  is  disclosed  in  the  com- 
munication of  Prince  Kung,  marked  D,  in  which  he  states  that  he  has  received 
a  conmiunication  fipom  the  governor  of  Kiangsei,  informing  him  that  the  rebels 
had  raised  500,000  taels  with  which  to  purchase  steamers  in  the  United  States, 
and  begs,  after  thanking  me  for  what  I  had  already  done  in  that  direction,  that 
I  would  write  again  to  my  government,  warning  it  against  the  intentions  of  the 
rebels.  Not  receiving  an  immediate  reply  to  that  communication,  as  I  was  at 
Tientsin,  where  I  had  gone  to  meet  my  family,  he  addressed  another  communi- 
cation to  me,  marked  E,  in  which  he  reiterates  his  statement  about  steamers, 
and  makes  a  grave  charge  against  my  countrymen  for  selling  arms  to  rebels, 
and  urges  me  to  stop  them.  In  my  reply,  marked  F,  I  stated  the  origin  of  the 
rumor  about  the  purchase  of  steamers;  that  I  had  heard  it  as  early  as  December 
last,  when  I  immediately  communicated  it  to  my  government,  from  which  I  had 
received  a  reply  that  it  had  no  knowledge  of  any  such  transactions.  I  inti- 
mated that  this  was  a  revival  of  that  rumor,  and  stated  that  there  could  be  no 
danger  from  the  rebels  ou  the  sea,  because  of  the  overwhelming  force  opposed 
to  them  there.  As  to  the  selling  of  arms,  of  which  he  justly  complained,  1  told 
him  that  I  had,  ever  since  I  had  been  in  the  empire,  done  all  I  could  to  prevent 
such  thin^,  and  that  all  the  officials  of  the  United  States  had  done  the  same 
thing,  and  were  still  ready  so  to  do;  that  he  had  brought  no  specific  charges 
against  my  countrymen.  I  denounced  the  trade  in  contraband  articles,  and 
said  that  I  was  ready,  and  ever  had  been,  to  consult  and  co-operate  with  the 
officers  of  his  government  and  those  of  the  treaty  powers,  to  the  end  that  this 
traffic  might  be  prevented;  that  my  countrymen,  equally  with  his  own,  were 
sufiering  from  lawless  men.  I  pointed  out  the  dangerous  practice,  on  the  part 
of  Chinese  officials,  of  granting  "permits"  to  land  arms,  by  which  this  trade 
could  be  facilitated.  I  stated,  specifically,  in  that  communication,  and  orally, 
to  be  comnmnicated  to  Prince  Kung,  that  these  "permits"  had  prevented  the 
seizure  of  arms.  Mr.  Bruce,  the  British  minister,  when  he  heard  that  I  had 
made  this  suggestion,  immediately  supported  it  in  the  most  positive  language, 
and  said  to  the  medium  of  commnuication,  in  substance,  that  "standing  to* 
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gether  here  we  will  do  oar  part,  and  the  Chinese  govermnent  must  do  its  duty." 
The  Chinese  government  is  sorelj  tried  by  rebels,  lawless  foreigners,  and  cor- 
rupt local  officials.  But  I  hope  for  the  best.  There  is  one  great  man  in  the 
government,  Wensiang,  who  is  master  of  the  situation,  and  who  comprehends 
the  grave  condition  of  afiPairs,  and  earnestly  and  uncorruptibly  strives  to  uuun- 
tain  the  integrity  of  the  government.  The  representations  of  the  treaty  powers, 
without  exception,  sympathize  with  the  government.  If  it  can  maintain  itself 
for  a  few  years  the  danger  will  be  passed  and  order  restored  peaceftdly,  without 
subjecting  the  whole  empire  to  one  of  those  gigantic  sfxnggles  through  which  na- 
tions sometimes  pass  when  moving  from  a  lower  to  a  higher  form  of  civilization. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAMK 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wa^hmgUm,  D.  G. 


Mr.  Burlingame  to  Prince  Kung, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Peking,  August  29,  1862. 

The  undersigned  (with  titles)  begs  to  inform  your  Imperial  Highness  that  he 
appointed  Mr.  William  Breck,  an  American,  to  act  as  consul  for  the  United 
States  at  the  port  of  Kiukiang,  in  January  of  the  present  year,  and  that  he  has 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office  at  that  place.  In  communicating' this,  the 
undersigned,  as  it  behooves  him,  requests  that  orders  may  be  transmitted  to  the 
proper  local  authorities  of  that  port  to  receive  the  consul  in  a  friendly  manner, 
cud  him  in  obtaining  suitable  dwellings  or  in  leasing  ground  for  building  them, 
and  exert  themselves  to  promote  amicable  relations,  so  that  everytliing  may 
proceed  to  the  common  advantage  of  all  parties. 

The  undersigned  desires,  likewise,  to  inform  your  Imperial  Highness  that,  in 
May  of  last  year,  the  acting  commissioner  of  the  United  States.  Commodore 
Stribling,  appointed  Mr.  Charles  D.  Williams  to  act  as  American  consul  at  the 
port  of  Hankow,  and  that  he  has  also  entered  on  the  duties  of  his  office ;  it  is 
proper  to  request  that  the  local  authorities  there  may  be  instructed  to  receive 
him  in  that  capacity,  and  extend  to  him  all  the  facilities  in  fulHlling  its  duties 
that  the  treaty  requires. 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 

His  Imperial  Highness  Prince  Kuno, 

Secrttary-in- Chief  for  Foreign  Affairs. 


B. 
Prince  Kung  to  Mr.  Burlingame. 

September  3,  1862. 

Prince  Kung,  secretary-in-chief  for  foreign  affiiirs,  herewith  sends  in  reply: 
I  have  received  your  excellency's  despatch  of  the  29th  ultimo,  in  which  you 
state  that  you  have  appointed  William  Breck  to  perform  the  functions  of  consul 
of  the  United  States  at  the  port  of  Kiukiang,  and  that  Charles  D.  Williams  has 
gone  to  the  port  of  Hankow  to  act  as  United  States  consul,  requesting  thai 
orders  be  transmitted  to  the  local  officers  at  those  ports  to  receive  both  these 
officials,  and  facilitate  them  in  the  execution  of  their  duties,  as  far  aa  the  treaty 
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I  see,  on  referring  to  a  despatch  of  Mr.  Reed,  the  late  United  States  minister, 
dated  November  10,  1858,  sent  to  the  high  minister  Kweiliang,  and  others,  then 
imperial  commissioners,  that  he  says,  "  as  to  consuls  being  engaged  in  trade, 
the  law  of  his  country  now  is  that  no  one  shall  be  consul  who  is  engaged  in 
trade;"  yet  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Kiukiang,  Mr.  Breck,  the  acting 
consul  at  Uankow,  Mr.  Williams,  and  also  Mr.  J.  B  Forbes,  the  acting  consul 
at  Tientsin,  who  have  all  been  appointed  by  United  States  ministers,  are  each 
and  all  persons  who  cannot  by  this  law  be  engaged  in  trade. 

Further,  I  have  lately  received  a  despatch  from  the  general  in  charge  at 
Shinking  that  the  acting  United  States  consul,  Mr.  Knight,  at  Ninchwang, 
has  opened  a  house  of  business  called  the  Tungchinhong,  and  this  also  is  in 
contravention  of  the  despatch  of  Mr.  Heed. 

I  have,  therefore,  in  communicating  these  points  to  your  excellency,  to  request 
that  you  will  examine  them  and  inform  me  whether  or  no  such  instructions  can 
be  sent  to  these  consuls,  that  they  need  no  longer  engage  in  trade. 

His  Excellency  A.  Burli\uamb, 

United  States  Minuter  to  China. 


C. 

Mr,  Burlingame  to  Prince  Kung. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking,  October  24,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary,  &c.,  &c.,  has  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  your  Imperial  Highnesses  communication  of  the  2 1st  instant, 
in  which  you  refer  to  the  fact  that  tlie  acting  American  consul  at  Ninchwang, 
Mr.  Knight,  has  established  a  commercial  house,  and  that  this  proceeding  is 
contrary  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaties  with  foreign  powers.  The  under- 
signed has  examined  in  relation  to  this  point,  and  can  find  no  stipulation  in  the 
treaties  forbidding  a  man  who  is  engaged  in  trade  to  perform  consular  functions, 
and  (begs  to  add)  that  both  the  French  and  Russian  nations  have  also  consuls, 
who  are  likewise  merchants.  In  respect  to  the  reply  of  the  late  United  States 
minister,  Mr.  Reed,  upon  this  point,  it  may  be  observed  that  it  referred  to  the 
consuls  of  the  United  States  tnen  at  the  five  ports,  to  which  places  the  gov- 
ernment has  designated  officers  with  salaries ;  but  it  has  not  yet  done  so  with 
regard  to  the  newly  opened  ports,  as  Hankow,  Tientsin,  Ninchwang,  &c  If 
persons  who  are  suitable  for  such  posts  are  not  temporarily  appointed  to  do  their 
duties  at  ports  like  these,  where  American  ships  come  in  great  numbers,  then  to 
whom  shall  consular  functions  be  intrusted  ?  Is  it  not  much  better  to  have  some 
one  in  the  office  than  to  let  it  remain  vacant  ?  Such  a  course  connot  be  considered 
to  be  against  propriety;  and  these  remarks  will  also  serve  for  a  reply  to  the 
despatch  of  your  highness  of  the  3d  of  September.  Both  that  communication 
and  the  one  under  reply  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  United  States,  and  when  the 
government  sends  officei-s  to  fill  these  consulates,  notice  of  the  same  shall  be 
given. 

With  respect  to  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Knight,  in  becoming  surety  for  Tang 
Smg-kii,  who  owed  money  to  Li  Hanwan,  the  undersigned  has  no  information, 
but  will  make  inouiry  into  the  circumstances,  and  then  communicate  on  the 
matter.  He  need  here  only  state  that  he  will  allow  nothing  to  be  done  which 
is  improper,  nor  permit  any  one  to  screen  a  person  in  wrong-doing  for  his  own 
private  ends. 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 
His  Imperial  Highness  Prince  Kung, 

Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  ^c,  ^.,  ^rr. 
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Prince  Rung  to  Mr.  Burlingame. 
[Tmnslation.] 

Sbft^mbrs  20,  1862,  (T\mgoh%,  IH  y^r,  %th  mom,  27 tk  day.) 

Prmce  Knag,  prmdpal  eecretaiy  of  state  for  foreign  aflkirs,  herewith  sends 
a  commnnicfttion. 

On  the  1^  (^  kst  April  the  governor  of  die  province  of  Kiangsie  informed 
me  as  follows: 

"  I  have  heard  it  rumored  that  the  Taiping  rebels  have  employed  certain 
vnprimcipled  merchants  to  go  to  the  Unitea  Btotes  and  privately  bay  steamers, 
arms  ana  cannon,  and  have  advanced  500,000  taeU  for  this  purpose.  When 
Mr.  Borlingame,  the  American  minister,  reached  Shanghai,  I  laid  the  proofs  of 
diis  report  before  him.  Me  replied  that  he  had  also  heard  it,  and  had  already 
written  to  his  government,  to  the  end  that  investigation  might  be  made  and  the 
proceedings  stopped.  His  sentiments  were  most  cordial  and  earnest.  General 
Ward,  of  the  Invincibles,  had  likewise  reqi:^sted  him  to  write,  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, to  prevent  the  scheme." 

From  this  despatch  1  have  learned  that  as  soon  as  your  excellency  heard 
tibat  the  Taiping  rebels  had  engaged  unsempuloos  traders  to  go  to  the  United 
States  to  purchase  vessels  and  cannon,  you  instantly  wrote  to  have  the  thing 
stopped.  Sioh,  the  commissioner  of  the  ports,  had  also  learned  the  same  facta 
at  a  subsequent  interview. 

I  shall  also  myself  be  obliged  if  you  will  again  write,  since  I  have  such  ftdl 
evidence  of  your  friendly  wishes  towards  this  country.  The  rebels  are  full  of 
schemes,  and  the  traders  stick  at  nothing  for  gain,  so  that  I  am  afraid,  our  pre« 
cautions  being  inadequate,  lest  they  elude  our  vigilance,  and  we  suffer  through 
their  craftiness. 

I  make  this  communication,  therefore,  that  your  excellency  may  again  re- 
quest a  precautionary  search  to  be  made  (in  the  United  States)  and  the  purchase 
of  these  articles  by  the  rebels  prevented. 

His  Excellency  Anson  Burlingamb, 

Ejivoy  Extraordmary  and  Minuter  Plenipotentiary  U.  S.  A.  to  China. 

KoTB.-~The  term  rendered  above  *' Taiping  rebeU,"  is  **  hairy  inso^ents"  in  the  origi- 
nal. 


E. 

Prince  Kung  to  Mr.  Bnrlingame. 

[Translation.] 

October  12,  1862,  (Tungckhfint  year, 

intercalary  StA  moon,  IStk  day.) 

Prince  Kung,  chief  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  herewith  sends  a 
communication. 

The  governor  of  Kiangsie  having  reported  to  me  that  he  had  heard  it  rumored 
that  the  (Taiping)  rebels  had  employed  crafty  traders  to  go  privately  to  the 
United  States  to  buy  vessels  and  cannon,  for  which  purpose  they  had  deposite4/ 
the  sum  of  500,000  taels,  I  immediately  made  it  known  to  your  excellency,  to 
the  end  that  you  might  write  to  your  country  and  have  the  matter  inquired  into 
in  time.    The  purport  of  that  despatch  was  limited  to  informing  you  of  the  coa- 

53    M  ^.y.u.ov..y     ^^^^.^ 


834  DIFLOMATIO    CORBXSFOSimSVE. 

duct  of  tbe  rebels  in  sending,  in  this  underhand  iraj,  to  the  United  States  to 
buy  articles. 

More  recent  information,  from  portQ  along  the  sea-coast  and  riTers,  confirms  tbe 
previous  accounts  that  traders,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  have  been  carry- 
ing arms  and  cannon  through  the  country  to  sell  to  the  rd>els,  and  rendering 
them  assistance,  all  with  the  object  of  getting  gain ;  and  thus  it  has  come  to  pass 
that  General  Waid,  who  recently  lost  his  life  in  the  engagement  near  Ningpo* 
was,  as  it  is  rumored,  wounded  by  a  shot  from  a  foreign  gon.  It  can  but  be 
inferred  that  if  there  were  no  merchants  to  surreptitiously  sell  these  weapons, 
faow  could  the  rebels  otherwise  obtain  them,  and  kill  our  meni  f^nrthermore, 
I  am  told  that  foreigners,  armed  with  similar  ones,  aid  them  in  destroying  aikl 
resisting  our  ofScers. 

The  United  States  has  long  been  at  peace  with  Ohina,  and  friendly  retattam 
are  daily  becoming  more  sincere;  but  when  one  learns  that  Qeneral  Word,  an 
American,  sacrificed  his  life  in  defending  the  cause  of  China,  while  men  oi  the 
same  race  readily  aid  the  rebel,  and  do  all  they  can  to  prevent  the  continnanee 
of  peaceful  relations,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  the  reasons.  Though  it  is 
impossible  to  tell  certainly  of  what  nation  these  men  are,  still,  such  a  state  of 
thkigs  must  implicate  the  reputation  of  your  country,  and  I,  accordingly,  inform 
your  excellency,  in  the  hope  that  you  will  presently  despatch  orders  to  the 
(American)  consuls  at  the  ports,  requiring  them  to  take  strict  measures  to  pre- 
vent their  countrymen  from  secretly  selling  arms  to  the  rebds,  or  aiding  toem 
in  any  manner.  The  conduct  of  these  contrabandista,  in  the  first^mentkmed 
instance,  was  sufficiently  important  for  our  taking  instant  measures  to  stop  their 
proceedings ;  but  the\)r  criminality  in  this  case  is  still  more  heinous,  and  no  fi- 
ning with  the  matter  should  be  allowed,  (by  the  consuls,)  lest  the  position  of 
the  United  States  be  compromised,  and  the  integrity  of  China  be  destroyed. 
If,  however,  my  su^estions  be  followed,  both  our  interests  will  be  preserved. 

I  have  already  issued  the  most  positive  orders  to  all  the  local  authoritieB 
along  the  coasts,  and  in  those  regions,  urging  them  to  increase  their  vigilance, 
and  requiring  them  to  seize  any  one,  whether  foreigner  or  native,  who  may  be 
found  smugging  arms,  and  punish  them  to  the  full  extent  of  the  laws  wiuumt 
the  least  delay.  I  trust  that  you  will  also  be  so  good  as  to  look  into  this 
matter,  and  favor  me  with  a  reply ;  for  the  purpose  of  this  communication  is  to 
inform  you  of  all  these  particulars,  and  that  such  orders  have  been  forwarded 
to  the  provinces. 

His  Excellency  Anson  Burlinqamb, 

United  Statei  MinUter^  S^^  ^. 


Mr,  Burlingame  to  Prince  Kung, 

OcTOBBR  26,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  to  China,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  two  com- 
munications from  Prince  Kung,  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affiurs, 
one  dated  September  20,  and  the  other  October  12,  calling  attention  to  a  sup- 
posed violation  of  treaty  on  the  part  of  his  countrymen,  by  trading  in  steamers 
,  and  arms  contrary  to  law. 

To  these  communications  the  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  reply,  that  as 
early  as  December  last  he  learned,  through  Chief  Justice  Adams,  of  Hong 
Kong,  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Roberts,  then  in  the  rebel  service,  had  informed  him  of 
an  intention,  on  the  part  of  the  rebels,  to  purchase  steamers  in  the  United  States, 
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end  ibat  ihej'  lad  raised  Ae  finm  of  mone j  your  lighnesB  mentions  for  diat 
parpose.  He  immediately  addressed  a  communication  to  bis  government,  stadag 
what  he  had  heard.  To  that  commonicatipn  he  received  a  reply,  informing  him 
that  after  carnal  inquiry  the  government  could  not  learn  of  any  transaction  of 
the  kind.  He  subsequently  met  Mr.  Roberts,  after  he  had  declared  against  the 
rebels,  and  inquired  concerning  tiie  report ;  Mr.  Roberts  informed  him  that  the^  f 
rebels  intended  to  have  purchased  steamers,  but  that,  bavins  no  money,  they 
had  abandoned  the  idea  of  doing  so.  He  is  inclined  to  believe,  unless  your 
faighnras  has  certain  knowledge  to  the  contrary,  that  the  present  report  is  but  a 
reiteration  of  the  Roberts  story.  The  rebels  could  not  hope  to  do  anything 
'With  steamers,  for  the  imperial  forces,  with  the  war  vessels  of  the  treaty  powers, 
would  not  permit  them  to  ^oat  one  day  in  safety.  He  will,  however,  call  the 
attention  of  his  government  once  more  to  the  subject,  and  do  all  he  can  to  pre- 
vent the  citizens  of  his  country  from  violating,  in  any  way,  the  treaty. 

With  regard  to  the  selling  of  arms  to  the  rebels,  and  other  contraband  articles^ 
of  which  your  highness  justly  complains,  he  has  to  say  that  ever  since  he  has 
been  in  the  empire  he  has,  by  word  and  by  deed,  made  every  possible  effort  to 

frev^t  his  countrymen  from  doing  these  things.  At  Ningpo  and  Shanghai* 
is  country's  consuls,  with  his  sanction  and  under  his  direction,  aided  in  seizins 
Arms,  and  will  do  so  again.  He  is  ready,  and  so  are  all  the  officers  of  the  United 
States,  on  land  and  sea,  to' consult  and  co-operate  with  the  officers  of  the  Em- 
penfi*  and  the  treaty  powers,  to  the  end  that  trade  in  contraband  articles  may  be 
prevented.  His  honest  countrymen,  equally  with  those  of  vour  highness,  are 
suffering  from  the  lawless  conduct  of  a  ^w  villains,  who  are  lending  themselves 
to  mnrder  for  gain.  Your  highness  does  not  call  the  attention  of  the  under- 
aigned  to  any  specific  violation  of  treaty  by  his  countrymen.  He  is  not  aware 
tliat  there  is  any  certain  evidence  that  the  brave  Greneral  Ward  was  shot  by 
any  foreigner,  much  less  by  one  of  his  own  countrymen.  The  undersigned 
would  call  your  highness's  attention  to  what  he  deems  the  dangerous  practice, 
on  the  part  of  the  Chinese  officials,  of  granting  permits  to  parties  to  land  arms, 
to  be  held  in  port  until  they  may  be  purchased  by  the  Chinese  government. 
When  so  placed,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  prevent  a  portion  of  them  from  being 
diverted  from  their  le^timate  use.  The  undersigned  has  reason  to  believe  that 
when  his  country's  officers  have  sought  to  seize  arms,  as  contraband,  they  have 
ihoB  been  protected. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  your  highness  assurances  of  his  high  consideration. 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 
His  Imperial  Highness  Pbincb  Kuno. 


Mr.  Burlingame  to  Mr.  SetoarJU 

No.  28.]  Lboation  of  thb  United  States, 

Peking,  October  27,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  Chinese  government  has 
adopted  a  national  ^g.  It  is  a  dragon  flag,  to  be  triangular  in  shape,  and  ten^ 
feet  broad  for  the  largest  vessels,  or  between  seven  and  eight  feet  for  smaller 
craii  The  length  is  immaterial.  The  ground  color  is  yellow,  and  a  dragon  is 
painted  on  it,  the  head  pointing  npwards.  The  reasons  for  adopting  it  are 
clearly  set  forth  in  the  communication  which  I  send  from  Prince  Kung,  marked  A. 

Hitherto  there  have  been  individual  and  local  flags,  but  until  now  no  national 
flag.  Surely  the  words  "  immovable  civilization  of  China"  have  lost  their  sig- 
nificance. Dj  this  act  the  imperial  government,  casting  down  the  last  shred  of 
its  exclosiveness,  confronts  us  with  a  symbol  of  its  power,  and  demands  a  place 
among  the  nations.    Permit  me  to  suggest  that  it  might  Ihb  well  ^  J>nng  die 
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ooofUDnniealioa  of  Priaee  Knag  to  tbe  aUentioQ  of  our  m¥al  offioen  and  cap- 
tains of  our  commerciAl  marine  aa  aoon  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAMK 
Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Srwabd, 

Stcretary  of  SiaUf  WwhingUm* 


OcTOBBR  22,  1862,  {TimgrAiJirit  year, 

initimt  8th  moon,  29th  Bay) 

Prince  Kung,  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  herewith  makes 
a  communication. 

The  foreign  ships  of  all  nations  have  the  usage  of  hoisting  flags,  each  to  desig- 
nate their  own  country,  so  that  when  seen  they  can  be  easily  recoenized,  and 
known  to  be  national  vessels.  If  any  ship  alters  its  flag,  the  offender  so  doing 
is  regarded  as  a  criminal.  The  governmental  vessels  in  China  have  also  had 
their  flags  to  distinguish  them ;  but  a  new  regulation  has  now  been  made,  pro- 
posing a  dragon  flag,  to  be  triangular  in  shape,  and  ten  feet  broad  for  the  largest 
vessels,  or  between  seven  and  eight  feet  for  smaller  craft ;  the  length  on  the 
slanting  or  lower  sides  is  immaterial.  The  ground  color  is  yellow,  and  a  dragon 
is  painted  on  it,  the  head  pointing  upwards.  Made  in  this  shape,  it  is  thought 
that  it  can  be  instantly  recognized. 

His  Majesty  has  been  memorialized  on  the  subject,  and  orders  have  been 
already  transmitted  to  the  naval  officers  in  the  provinces  directing  them  to  act 
accordingly. 

It  is  on  this  account  that  I  send  this  despatch  to  your  excellency,  in  the  hope 
that  you  will  inform  the  American  naval  officers  and  (the  captains  of)  all  other 
American  vessels  that  hereafter,  when  they  come  across  a  yellow  flag  of  this 
description  they  will  recognize  it  as  the  flag  of  Chinese  government  vessels,  and 
treat  it  as  they  treat  the  flags  of  all  other  powers,  and  offer  it  no  impertinence. 

If  any  person  changes  thi:*  flag  or  insults  it  he  shall  be  punished  as  a  crim- 
inal; and  no  matter  what  may  have  been  the  original  cause  of  offence  or  the 
.merits  of  the  dispute,  this  crime  of  disrespect  or  misusing  the  flag  should  first 
be  tried  according  to  law,  and  afterwards  the  other  counts  of  the  indictment  be 
taken  up.  I  earnestly  desire  that  your  excellency  will  give  very  strict  orders 
to  whoever  it  may  be  necessary  to  instruct  in  reference  to  this  matter. 

His  Excellency  A.  Burlinoamb, 

U.  S,  MinUter  Plenipotentiary ,  Igc.    * 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burlingame, 

Jffo,  22.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  December  9,  1862. 
Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  August  23  (No.  24)  has  been  received,  and  it  affords 
the  President  much  satisfaction  to  know  that  you  have  been  successful  in  reach* 
ing  Pekin,  and  that  your  residence  there  be|pns  under  favorable  auspices. 
Your  proceedings  at  Pekin,  as  reported,  are  approved. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Anson  Burlingamb,  Esq.,  i^,,  dr.  r^  T 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 
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Mr*  Burlingame  to  Mr.  Beward, 

K».  29.]  Lbqation  of  thb  Unitbd  States, 

Peking,  December  12, 1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  »cnd  you  regalatioDS  for  trade  on  the  river  Yangtsye. 
By  treaty,  the  Ghineee  government  has  the  exclusive  right  to  make  rules  for 
the  trade  of  that  river.  By  treaty,  we  had  no  rij^ht  to  go  to  any  port  hut  Ohin- 
kiang  until  the  rebellion  was  put  down ;  but  by  an  arrangement  made  with  Mr. 
Bruce,  the  British  minister,  after  the  exchange  of  treaties,  Hankow  and  Eli- 
kiang  were  provisionally  opened  for  trade  under  certain  regulations  now  in  force. 
These  regulations  proving  unsatisfactory  to  the  authorities  along  the  river,  cer- 
tain other  regulations  were  brought  forward,  and  by  the  agent  of  the  Chinese 
government,  Mr.  Robert  Hart,  at  present  chief  Baperintendent  of  customs,  sub- 
mitted to  Mr.  Bruce  and  myself,  as  the  chief  representatives  of  the  trading 
nations  in  the  great  river. 

After  many  consultations  and  changes,  the  regulation^  I  send  were  agreed 
upon,  not  because  they  were  all  we  wished,  but  becauae  they  were  all  we  could 
get.  We  warmly  urged  upon  the  government  the  propriety  of  opening  three 
more  ports  in  the  Yangtsye,  at  least  to  steamers.  The  government  here  finally 
assented,  subject  to  the  decision  of  one  or  two  local  authorities.  Mr.  Hart  took 
letters  and  instructions  to  that  effect,  and  we  have  learned  of  his  probable  suc- 
cess. This  will  be  a  great  step  in  advance.  I  am  in  favor  of  opening  the 
whole  river,  as  soon  as  possible;  but  if  we  persuade  this  government,  as  possibly  , 
we  might,  to  outrun  the  local  prejudices  of  the  mighty  nations  along  the  Tan^- 
tsye,  we  might  aid  the  rebellion  to  such  an  extent  as  to  lose  all.  We  must  look 
to  the  consequences  of  our  action  in  the  Chinese,  as  much  as  the  Chinese  gov- ' 
emment  itself.  There  is  a  strong  anti-foreign  party  looking  for  some  large  con- 
cessioB  to  foreignerSf  as  an  opportanity  of  overtorowing  the  present  government, 
which  is  friendly  to  progress,  and  in  need  of  all  oar  mwal  support. 

I  send' a  communication  from  Prince  Kung,  marked  A,  giving  the  reasons  for 
adopting  the  regulations,  together  with  a  form  of  notification,  marked  B,  which 
sent  to  George  F.  Seward,  esq.,  consul  at  Shanghai. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaro, 

Secretary  of  State. 


NOVBMBBB  13,  1862. 

Prince  Kung,  chief  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  makes  a  communication. 

In  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  with  the  English,  it  is  stipulated  that 
British  vessels,  although  having  authority  to  trade  upon  the  Tangtsye,  no  port, 
with  the  exception  of  Chinkiang,  shall,  nevertheless,  be  opened  at  once  to  trade, 
owing  to  the  disturbed  condition  of  the  upper  and  lower  valley  of  the  river. 
Some  time  after  the  exchange  of  the  treaties,  however,  I  agreed  with  the  British 
minister  to  open,  provisionally,  the  ports  of  Kiukiang  and  fiankow,  and  settled 
upon  certain  regulations  with  reference  to  them.  Now,  the  governors  exercising 
jurisdiction  over  the  provinces  on  the  Yangtsye  have  memorialixed  upon  the  in- 
cohveniences  arising  from  the  provisions  that  the  customs  shall  bo  paid  in 
Shanghai,  and  propose,  therefore,  that  custom-houses  should  be  established  at 
Kiukiang  and  Hankow  Thinking  this  to  be  a  desirable  measure,  I  proposed 
to  the  British  minister  that  the  seven  regulations  herewith  enclosed  might  come 
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into  operation  on  the .  He  has  replied  that  he  consented  to  the  proposi- 
tion, and  aleo  that  he  would  notify  the  different  consols  of  the  new  measures. 
Having  made  a  communication  to  the  English,  French,  and  Russians,  I  com- 
municate this  to  your  excellency,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  aboTe-mentioned 
regulations,  hoping  that  you  would  consider  and  give  your  assent  to  the  i 
and  notify  accordingly  the  consuls  under  your  jurisdiction. 

His  Excellency  Hon.  Anson  Bublinoamr, 

Envoy,  SfC ,  Sfc. 


a 

Oopy  qf/prm  </ mcfifieation  eommtmieatei  (o  Chorgi  F,  Seward^  Skg.,  Omml at  8hm§hm* 

I  am  directed  by  Adbod  Burlingame,  eDvoj,  Ac,  &c.,  &c  ,  of  the  United  States  to  China, 
to  give  notice  that  the  following  ret  ised  regulatioDS,  opeDiog  custom-houses  at  Haukow 
and  Kiokiang,  and  under  which amde  i«  to  be  carried  on,  have  been  communicated  to  him 
by  the  Chinese  government,  and  Uiat  they  will  come  into  operation  on  the  Ist  of  January 
Bext^  at  which  time  they  will  superMde  the  provisional  legulations  of  the  fifth  December, 
1861. 

By  order  of  GEORGE  F.  SEWARD, 

VniUi  Statu  Qmvt,  Shanghai, 

Mtfritei  Hgviatmm  tif  trade  an  tkt  Tangitfi  IRamg. 

AancLi  I.  United  States  vessels  are  authorised  to  trade  on  the  TangtfiyeKiang,  at  three 
ports  only,  vis:  Chinkiang,  Kiukian^.  and  Hankow.  Shipment  or  discbarge  of  cargo  at 
any  other  point  on  the  river  Is  prohibited,  and  violation  of  the  prohibition  renders  ship 
and  cargo  liable  to  confiscation. 

Native  produce,  when  exported  from  any  of  these  three  ports,  or  foreign  imports  not 
covered  by  exemption  certificate,  or  native  produce  that  has  not  paid  coast  trade  duty,  shall, 
when  importe  *  into  any  of  tbtBse  three  ports,  pay  duty  as  at  the  treaty  ports. 

Abtiolb  II.  United  States  merchant  vessels,  trading  on  the  river,  are  to  be  divided  into 
two  classes,  vis: 

First  class:  tea-gomg  omdi  that  is,  merchantmen  trading  for  the  voyage  up  the  river 
above  <  hinkiang,  lorobas,  and  sailing  vessels  generally. 

Second  class:  tttamin  running  regularly  between  Shanghai  and  the  river  ports. 

These  two  classes  of  vessels  will  be  dealt  with  according  to  treaty,  or  the  rules  affooting 
the  river  ports  to  which  they  may  be  trading. 

All  vessels,  to  whichever  of  the  two  classes  they  may  belong,  if  about  to  proceed  up  the 
river,  must  first  report  to  the  customs  the  arms  or  other  munitions  of  war  they  may  have 
on  board,  and  the  numbers  and  quantities  of  these  will  be  entered  by  the  customs  on  the 
vessel's  rl?er  pass.  Permission  to  trade  on  the  river  will  be  withdrawn  from  any  venel 
detected  carrying  arms  or  munitions  of  war  in  excess  of  those  reported  to  the  customs,  and 
any  vessel  detected  trading  in  arms  or  munitions  of  war  will  be  liable  to  confiscation. 

Any  vessel  falling  in  with  a  revenue  cruiser  of  the  Chinese  government  will,  if  examina- 
tion of  them  be  required,  produce  her  papers  for  Inspection. 

AbtIcub  IIL  Sea-going  vessels  —United  States  merchantmen,  lorchas,  and  sailing  vessels 
generHlly,  if  trading  at  Chinkiang.  will  pay  their  duties  and  tonnage  dues  at  Chinkiang. 

If  a  vessel  of  this  class  is  proceeding  further  than  Chinkiang— that  is,  either  to  Kiuklang 
or  to  Hankow— her  master  must  deposit  her  papers  with  the  consul  at  Chinkiang,  and  most 
hand  in  her  manifest  to  be  examined  by  the  Chinkiang  customs ;  the  superintendent  of 
which,  on  receipt  of  an  official  application  from  the  consul,  will  issue  a  certificate,  to  be 
called  the  Chinkiang  pass,  to  the  vessel.  The  Chinkiang  pass  will  have  entered  upon  It 
the  number  and  quantities  of  arms,  muskets,  (runs,  swords,  powder,  &c.,  on  board  the  venal; 
also  the  number  of  her  crew,  her  tonnage,  and  the  flag  she  sails  under. 

The  customs  will  be  at  liberty  to  seal  her  hatches  and  to  put  a  customs  employ^  on  board 
her.  On  her  arrival  at  Kiuklang,  whether  going  up  or  coming  down,  her  master  must 
present  her  pass  to  the  customs  for  inspection. 

The  duties  on  cargo  landed  or  shipped  at  Kiuklang  oir  Hankow  must  all  be  paid  In 
the  manner  prescribed  by  the  regulations  of  whichever  of  the  two  ports  she  may  be  tradlnf 
At,  and  on  her  rotom  to  Chinkiang  she  must  surrender  her  ChinklAog  pass  to  the  costomt 
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at  CSiioklMig,  and  the  coBtoms  baving  MoertAined  that  her  duties  and  does  have  been  all 
paid,  and  that  every  other  coodition  is  satisfied,  the  grand  chop  will  be  issued  to  the  vessel 
to  eoable  her  to  obtain  her  papers  and  proceed  to  sea. 

The  customs  will  be  at  liberty  to  put  an  employ^  on  board  the  Teasel  to  accompany  her 
aa  ftv  at  Langsbaw. 

.  Any  United  States  vessel  of  this  class  found  above  Chinkianf^r  without  a  Chinkiang  pass 
will  be  confiscated.     Any  Junk  without  Chinese  papers  will  similarly  be  confiscated. 

Aktioli  IV.  Biver  steamers. — Any  United  6t.%tes  steamer  trading  regularly  in  the  river 
will  deposit  her  papers  at  the  United  States  consulate  at  Shanghai,  and  the  customs,  on 
application  of  the  United  States  consul,  will  issue  a  special  river  pass  (or  steamer  pas.s)  that 
shall  be  valid  for  the  term  of  six  months.  Steamers  trading  on  the  river  under  this  pass 
will  be  enabled  to  load  and  discharge,  and  will  pay  duties  according  to  the  rule  affecting 
river  steamers. 

On  arriving  off  Chinkiang  or  Kiukiang,  the  steamer,  whether  proceeding  up  the  river 
or  down,  will  exhibit  her  pass  to  the  customs 

The  tonnage  daes  leviable  on  any  steamer  holding  a  river  pass  shall  be  paid  alternately 
at  Chinkiang,  Ktukitfng,  and  Hankow. 

The  customs  are  at  liberty  to  put  a  tide-waiter  on  board  a  steamer  at  any  of  these  ports 
to  accompany  her  up  or  down  stream,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Infringement  of  river  port  regulations  will  be  punished  by  Infliction  of  the  penalties  in 
force  at  the  ports  open  by  treaty ;  for  a  second  offence  the  steamer's  river  pass  will  also  be 
cancelled,  and  she  will  be  refused  permission  to  trade  thenceforward  above  Chinkiang.  Any 
steamer  not  provided  with  a  river  pass.  If  her  master  propoi^  proceeding  above  Chinkiang, 
will  come  under  the  rule  affecting  seagoing  vessels,  laid  down  in  Article  IH,  and  will  be 
treated  accordingly. 

Aruolb  v.  River  steamers'  cargoes. — First.  Where  native  producA  is  shipped  at  a  river 
port,  on  board  a  steamer  provided  with  a  river  pass,  the  shipper  must  pay  boUi  export  and 
ooast  duty  before  he  ships  it.  If  It  be  for  export  to  a  foreign  port,  this  should  be  stated 
when  the  produce  arrives  at  Shanghai  and  if  it  be  exported  from  Shanghai  within  the 
three  months  allowed,  the  shipper  will  obtain  from  the  Shanghai  customs  a  certificate  of 
its  rsH'xportation  ;  on  production  of  which  at  the  river  port  of  shipment,  whether  Chin- 
kiang. Kiukiang,  or  Hankow,  the  customs  of  that  port  will  issue  a  drawback  for  the  amount 
of  coast  trade  duty  paid. 

Second.  ¥^en  import  cargo  is  transhipped  on  board  a  river  steamer  at  Shanghai,  it  must 
first  be  cleared  of  all  duties.  The  transhipment  will  not  be  authorized  until  the  customs 
are  satisfied  that  the  import  duties  have  been  paid. 

A.BTIOLB  VI.  Native  craft  owned  or  chartered  by  the  United  States  merchants  will  pay 
duty  on  their  cargo  at  the  rates  leviable  on  such  cargo,  under  the  treaty  tariff.  All  such 
craft  will  further  have  to  be  secured  by  bond  in  the  manner  laid  down  in  the  prov4<slonal 
rules  published  on  the  5th  December,  1861,  and,  on  entry  into  any  port,  will  pay  port  dues 
SK)cording  to  Chinese  tariff  If  the  cargoes  of  native  craft  so  employed  do  not  agree  with 
their  cargo  certificate,  the  amount  specified  in  tbeir  bonds  will  be  fotfeited  to  the  Chinese 
government.    This  provision  is  only  valid  until  tranquillity  is  restored  along  the  river. 

Abticlb  VII.  United  States  vessels  of  all  classes,  as  well  as  Junks,  owned  or  chartered  by 
United  States  merchants,  must  apply  to  the  customs  at  the  port  of  departure  for  a  cargo 
certificate,  (tsung-tau,)  which,  on  the  vessel  or  junk's  arrival  at  the  port  of  destinatioB, 
must  be  handed  in  to  the  customs  befoie  permission  to  discharge  can  be  given. 

The  above  regulations  are  provisional,  and  open  to  revision  if  necessary. 


Mr.  Burhngatne  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  30.]  Lboation  op  thb  XJmtrd  Statbs, 

Peking,  December  10,  1982. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  hoDor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  just  received  from  our  con- 
bqI,  Mr.  Mangum,  at  Ningpo,  the  following  case  for  diplomatic  action.  The 
papers  are  so  voluminous  iJbat.  I  beg  only  to  state  their  substance,  with  my  ac- 
tion thus  far. 

Captain  King,  of  the  American  bark  Agnes,  paid  duties,  and  received  a  per- 
mit to  discharge  cargo  at  Ningpo.  While  discharging  cargo  he  got  into  a  dis- 
pute with  a  tide-waiter,  by  the  name  of  Smith,  about  the  time  (sunset)  when  he 
ehould  cease,  and  threatened  with  many  curses,  as  the  latter  alleges,  to  throw 
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him  overboard.  Tbe  captain  denies  ibis,  but  two  witneBsee  are  named  hj  t\m\ 
saperintendent  of  customs  to  prove  it.  On  this  statement  of  facts,  the  superin* 
tendent  of  customs  addressed  a  letter  to  Captain  King,  in  which  he  statea  tiiat 
the  goods  landed  afler  sunset  should  be  seized,  and  a  prohibition  pat  upon  tbs 
vessel  from  landing  anv  more  cargo  until  he  should  apologize  and  pay  a  fine  of 
three  hundred  taels.  In  this  position  of  afiairs  the  superintendent  was  sustained 
by  the  Taoutai.  Mr.  Mangum  considered  this  as  an  infringement  of  his  juris- 
diction, and,  after  failing  to  get  anj  satisfaction,  addressed  me  the  following 
despatch,  together  with  all  the  papers  in  the  case : 

Unitud  States  Consulate, 

Ningp6,  Novembrr  3,  1862. 

I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  jou  copies  of  communications  that 
have  passed  between  his  excellency  the  Taoutai  of  Ningp«  and  myself  in  re- 
gard to  the  American  bark  Agnes*  owned  and  commanded  by  T.  H.  King»  and 
now  lying  at  this  port. 

The  communications  explain  the  respective  positions  of  bis  excellency  tbe 
Taoutai  and  myself.  I  maintain  that  the  Chinese  authorities  have  no  right  to 
withhold  a  right  from  American  citizens,  or  to  punish  them  under  any  circum- 
stances, except  in  the  caso  of  contraband  goods ;  but  for  any  all^ped  improper 
conduct,  they  can  be  judged  and  punished  solely  by  their  consul.  The  custen^ 
house  authorities,  on  the  other  hand,  maintain  that  they  have  tbe  right  in  this 
instance  to  prohibit  the  landing  of  cargo  until  their  demands  are  complied  with ; 
that  the  captain  shall  pay  three  bundjred  taels,  and  render  an  apology  to  the 
commissioner  of  customs.  In  addition  to  these  communieationa,  I  have  bad 
two  personal  interviews  with  bis  excellency  tbe  Taoutai,  in  whlcb  I  strongly 
protested  against  his  conduct  as  being  unjust  and  illegal ;  but  being  unable  to 
arrive  at  any  satisfactory  settlement  of  the  case,  I  refer  it  to  your  excellency* 
and  will  await  your  action. 

I  have  Uie  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  MANGUM, 

United  State*  CmswI. 

His  Excellency  AnsoN  Burlingamb,  Sfc.,  4^.,  Sfc. 

To  tbe  above  letter  I  made  the  following  reply : 

Peking,  December  9,  1862. 

Sir  :  On  tbe  receipt  of  tbe  papers  in  tbe  ease  of  the  American  bark  Agnes, 
I  at  once  brought  the  facts  to  the  attention  of  the  government.  The  officers 
who  communicated  with  me  through  my  interpreter  professed  great  desire  to 
accede  to  my  wishes  to  have  the  ship  released,  and  the  damages  for  her  deten- 
tion paid,  and  stated  that  if  I  would  in  a  formal  despatch  place  the  fiicts  before 
them,  they  would  communicate  them  to  Sich,  the  superintendent  of  trade  in  tbe 
province  in  which  Ningpo  is  situated,  with  instructions  that,  if  he  found  the 
facts  as  I  bad  stated  them,  at  least  the  ship  should  be  instantlv  released. 

I  shall  at  once  make  such  statement,  and  have  it  interpreted  and  acted  upon. 
I  regret  that  the  mail  which  will  take  this  leaves  this  momine ;  but  their  letter 
will  doubtless  be  sent  at  once  by  their  own  courier  overland.  The  case,  as  it 
comes  to  me,  is  somewhat  embarrassing.  The  captain  states  one  thing,  and  the 
superintendent  of  customs  another.  The  captain  denies  having  violated  the 
customs  regulations.  Mr.  Giguel  declares  that  he  has,  and  names  two  witnesses 
to  prove  it. 

Now  it  is  clear  that  the  Chinese  government,  by  the  treaty,  has  the  power  to 
make  customs  regulations,  and  to  enforce  them  by  seizure  and  confiscation  of 
property ;  but  it  has  no  power  to  impose  fines,  because  these  are  imposed  upon 
persons,  and  look  to  possible  arrest  and  imprisonment.     Punisl^eut,  by  tbe 
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Xlth  article  of  tlie  treaty,  can  only  te  inflicted  by  the  consul  of  the  country  to 
which  the  citizen  belongs.-^ 

If  Captain  King,  in  this  case,  landed  goods  in  violation  of  the  regulations, 
the  government  was  right  in  seizing  them.  If  he  did  not,  and  it  seized  them 
illegally,  then  ft  wa»  wrong,  and  the  question  becomes  a  political  one  for  refer- 
ence to  the  diplomatic  agents  at  Peking,  to  be  negotiated  and  decid^tt  upon  ao- 
cording  to  the  evidence  and  equity  of  the  case.  It  is  not  necessary  for  the 
Gliittese  goverament  to  go  into  our  court  wi^  such  questions.  It  cannot  if  it 
wonld.— (See  Attorney  Greneral  Gushing's  opinion  in  consular  instmctions.) 
The  Chinese  government  has  nowhere  ih  the  treaty  yielded  up  iti  soverdgnty 
so  far  as  to  preclude  it  from  enforcing  its  own  revenue  laws  oa  its  own  territory, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  has  expresslv  reaerved  the  right  to  do  sa^See  roks  6 
.and  10  of  the  suppiemental  treaty.) 

In  this  case,  when  the  superintoklent  of  euetoms  undertook  to  puinish,  by 
denanding  that  Captain  King  should  come  before  him  to  relieve  his  person  from 
the  charge  of  having  done  an  improper  act,  and  by  putting  a  prohibition  upon 
his  vessel  until  he  should  purge  himself  by  apology  and  fine,  he  was  wrong, 
and  the  Taoutai  was  wrong  in  sustaining  him.  Captain  King,  you  say,  had 
paid  the  duties,  and  had  received  a'^permtt  to  discharge  his  cargo.  Me  was  there- 
fore entitled  to  discharge  it,  subject  only  to  the  seizure  of  that  portion  dis- 
charged in  violation  of  port  regulations. 

These  hasty  views  are  not  a  decision,  as  there  is  no  case  before  me  for  judicial 
acdon.     I  shall  do  all  I  can  for  Captain  King;  but  his  misfortune  is,  that  it  will 
take  BO  long  to  get  action  on  the  part  of  the  Chinese  government.    I  must  thank 
you  fbr  doing  all  you  could  to  settle  the  matter  amicably. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BTIilLlNGAME.  . 

WiLLIB  P.  HaNOUM, 

VniUd  States  Cofuul, 

I  shall  inform  you  of  the  result.  1  fear,  as  soon  as  Sherrod  Osbume,  an  en- 
ergetic officer,  takes  command  of  the  Chinese  navy,  we  shall  have  sharp  work. 
Our  people,  under  the  old  regime,  were  not  subject  to  a  very  severe  application 
of  customs  regulations,  and  may  be  troubled  for  a  time  by  an  energetic  enforce- 
ment of  them  by  foreigners  employed  by  the  Chinese  government  But  we 
have  agreed  by  express  treaty  stipulations  to  permit  them  to  employ  Americans 
without  even  asking  our  permission,  (see  rule  No.  10,)  and  thus  we  are  estopped 
from  doing  more  than  to  hold  the  government  to  a  strict  accountability  for  any 
injustice  it  may  do  by  an  improper  enforcement  of  its  revenue  laws. 

I  have  warned  my  countrymen,  that  if  they  would  not  have  trouble,  they 
tnust  strictly  observ^the  customs  regulations.  I  shall  do  all  I  can  to  see  to  it 
that  they  shall  not  suffer  from  ignorance  of  the  regulations,  by  notifying  them 
and  by  giving  my  opinions  upon  them  as  often  as  a  proper  opportunitv  shall 
ofier.  A  great  number  of  decisions  must  be  made  by  me,  whicn,  if  rightfUly 
made,  will  be  of  service  to  those  who  shall  come  after  me  in  China. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BUELINGAME 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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.  Mr.  Burlingame  to  Mr,  Seunn^d, 

No.  31.]  Lboation  of  thb  Unitbd  States,  ' 

Peking,  December  12,  IS62. 

Sir:  liiaye  the  honor  to  send  you,  marked  A  and  B,  the  contmuation  of  mj 
oorreepondenca  with  the  Chinese  government,  touching  the  merchant  ooneiu 
question.  How  Ions  it  mar  continue  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  say.  I  send  yom 
also  a  letter,  marked  0,  addressed  to  Commander  McDougal  on  his  arrival,  if 
upon  the  China  station.  I  shall  send  Nos.  29,  80,  and  31  by  way  of  RussUl  . 
Be  so  kind  as  to  note  the  time  of  their  arrival.  I  have  just  received  the  newt 
of  the  glorious  victories  in  Maryland,  and,  strange  to  say,  I  have  the  new«  of^ 
them  by  California,  the  overland  route,  and  by  Russia,  to  exactly  the  same  datt. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obe^ent  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAMEL 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


October  31,  1862,  {the  9th  day  of  themoon,  in  the  Ist 

year  of  the  reign  of  Tungchi,) 

Prince  Kung,  chief  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  herewith  makes  a  communi* 
cation. 

On  a  former  occasion  I  made  a  communication  to  your  excellency,  with 
reference  to  the  American  consul  in  New  Chwang  being  still  engaged  in  busi- 
ness, desiring  that  you  would  put^a  stop  to  such  a  proceeding.  Whereupon 
you  communicated  a  reply,  to  the  effect  that  there  was  nothing  said  in  the 
treaty  as  tb  merchants  not  being  allowed  to  act  as  consuls,  and  that  the  late 
minister,  Mr.  Reed,  in  his  communication  on  this  subject,  had  only  reference  to 
the  five  ports;  furthermore,  that  this  question  should  be  waived  until  the 
American  government  shall  have  sent  out  a  regularly  appointed  consul,  when 
you  would  communicate  on  the  subject  again,  &c.  Now,  examining  into  the 
matter,  I  find  that  the  treaty  with  your  country  was  concluded  in  the  5th 
moon  of  the  8th  year  of  the  reign  of  Hien  Fung,  (June,  1858,)  and  that  Mr. 
Reed's  communication  was  made  in  the  10th  moon  of  the  same  year,  (November, 
1858.)  How,  then,  can  it  be  said  Mr.  Reed  had  reference  only  to  the  ^vq  ports? 
The  fact  is,  while  he  was  engaged  in  settling  the  point  in  the  supplement  to  the 
treaty,  Commissioner  Kweiliang,  finding  that  no  distinct  stipulation  had  been 
made  in  the  treaty,  that  no  consul  should  engage  in  mtrcantile  transactions, 
made  a  coinmunication  on  the  subject  to  Mr.  Reed,  whereupon  the  latter  com- 
n^unicated  his  reply.  Now  the  Chinese  government  has  inserted  this  reply  of 
Mr.  Reed  into  tne  supplement  of  the  treaty,  and  it  is  therefore  regarded  as 
forming  a  part  of  the  treaty  itself,  so  that  it  can  no  longer  be  fairly  asserted 
that  the  treaty  is  not  explicit  on  this  subject,  and  is  therefore  to  be  re^rded  as 
an  open  question.  But  u  your  excellency  insists  upon  the  letter  of  the  treaty 
itself,  then  I  beg  to  remind  you  that  it  is  equally  silent  as  to  American  citizens 
being  allowed  to  establish  themselves  in  New  Chwang.  Now,  no  distinction 
has  been  made  between  them  and  the  English  and  the  French.  They  have  es- 
tablished themselves  there,  equally  with  the  latter.  And  since,  in  the  treaties 
with  the  English  and  the  French,  it  is  distinctly  stipulated  that  no  merchant 
shall  be  allowed  to  act  as  consul,  hence  it  is  reasonable  that  your  government 
should  also  act  according  to  this  regulation.  If,  therefore,  your  government 
resolves  to  adhere  strictly  to  the  express  stipulations  of  the  treaty,  and  prevent 


DIPLOiUTIO    OOBfiEaPONIMBNCX.  84^ 

American  merebanU  from  resorting  to  New  Ohwang,  then  of  conrse  nothing 
more  is  to  be  said  on  the  snliject ;  bat  if  your  ciUsens  are  to  settle  in  the  latter 
place,  then  there  ought  to  be  a  conformity  to  the  regulations  of  the  other  gov- 
ernments, and  no  merchant  be  allowed  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  consul,  so  that 
there  might  be  a  uniformity  of  practice.  Now,  amicable  relations  subsisting 
between  our  two  governments,  if»  on  the  one  hand»  it  be  insisted  that  Mr.  Knight 
shoold  be  removed  at  once,  it  would  look  like  an  unfriendly  proceeding ;  and  if, 
oa  the  other,  no  r^nonstrance  be  made  against  his  acting  as  consul,  some  diffi- 
culties might  arise.  This  communication  is  therefore  made  with  the  expecta- 
tion that  your  excellency  would  without  delay  write  to  your  government,  to  the 
effect  that  a  regularly  appointed  consul  be  sent  out  at  once  to  New  Ghwang» 
and  thus  avoid  the  necessity  of  much  longer  having  a  merchant  act  as  such. 
Tours  is  a  great  country ;  it  is  certainly  not  suppomble  that  it  is  deficient  in 
such  as  could  be  employed  as  officers.  Henceforth,  then,  it  is  hoped  that  in 
whatever  port  your  citizens  may  establish  themselves,  consuls  Thrill  be  appointed 
according  to  the  statement  herewith  made,  and  no  more  have  recourse  to  mer- 
chants acting  as  such,  and  thus  further  discussions  might  thereby  be  avoided. 
It  is  hoped  that  your  excellency  will  settle  this  point  without  delay,  and  make 
a  reply  to  this  communication. 

His  Excellency  Hon.  Anson  Bublingamb, 

Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America^  in  China. 


B. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  to  China,  has  the  honor  to  reply  to  the  communication  of  his 
Imperial  Highness  Prince  Kung,  chief  secretary,  &c.,  of  October  31,  that  he  has 
Te-examine4  the  treaty,  and  must  again  say  that  he  can  find  nothing  in  it  to 
prevent  the  United  States  from  appointing  men  who  are  engaged  in  trade 
consuls. 

As  to  the  casual  remark  of  Mr.  Reed  in  his  letter  to  Kweiliang,  made  long 
after  the  treaty  had  been  signed,  and  constituting  no  part  of  it,  nor  of  the  sup- 
plementary tieaty,  that  it  was  the  law  of  his  country  that  no  man  engaged  in 
trade  could  be  consul,  the  undersigned  has  to  say  that  Mr.  Reed  was  in  error, 
for  his  country  had  such  consuls  in  every  part  cf  the  world,  and  even  Mr.  Reed 
himself  appointed  Mr.  Nye  at  Macao,  who  was,  and  still  is,  a  merchant.  Mr. 
Reed  did  not  intend  to  deceive,  but  probably  was  thinking  of  salaried  consuls, 
and  had,  doubtless,  for  the  moment  forgotten  the  practice  of  his  country. 

The  undersigned  is  sure  your  Highness  does  not  object  to  men  who  tmde,  with 
a  view  to  cast  any  reflection  upon  them,  because  you  must  be  aware  that  in  the 
United  States  there  is  no  distinction  between  citizens,  but  that  eveiy  one  of  good 
character  may  be  appointed  to  office. 

The  right  to  go  to  New  Ghwang  is  derived  from  the  favored-nation  clause  as 
expressed  in  Article  30  of  the  treaty,  and  from  Article  XI  of  the  British  treaty 
opening  New  Ghwang  to  trade.  As  to  the  suggestion  of  your  Highness,  that, 
deriving  our  right  under  the  favored-nation  clause,  we  must  take  it  with  the 
conditions  of  the  nation  from  whose  treaty  we  derive  our  right,  the  undersigned 
has  the  honor  to  reply  that  he  denies  it,  and  expresses  his  surprise  that  your 
Highness  should  have  made  the  assertion  that  by  express  provisions  in  the 
English  and  French  treaties,  merchants  are  not  permitted  to  act  as  consuls, 
when  there  are  no  such  provisions  in  those  treaties.  It  is  the  policy  of  those 
countries  in  China,  as  it  will  probably  be  of  the  United  States,  not  to  appoint 
merchants  as  consuls,  save  provisionally,  but  there  is  nothing  in  the  treaties  to 
prevent  it    The  undersigned,  therefore,  maintains  the  right  of  his  country  ^ 
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appohft  tterclkatit  eonstite;  but  wbile  the  right  is  clithned,  he,  ndth  jDnr  V^- 
nesfB,  can  see  reasons  why,  in  China,  it  should  not  be  exercised,  except  pr<i- 
Yision^ly,  and  Accordingly  he  has  written  to"  his  government,  earnestly 
requesting  it  to  appoint  salaried  consub  in  those  ffew  ports  where,  as  yet,  they 
have  not  been  appointed.  In  the  mean  time,  however,  he  has  to  request  that 
those  good  men  who  have  been  appointed  in  those  ports,  while  they  hold  the 
seals  of  office  and  flag  of  their  country,  shall  be  respected  accordingly,  and  tD 
infbrm  your  Highness  that  any  failure  on  the  part  of  the  local  officers  so  to  do 
Will  be  resented  as  a  violation  of  treaty  rights  and  spirit — ^that  of  amity  which 
BOW  exists,  and  he  trusts  always  will  exist,  between  the  two  countries. 

The  undersigned  reciprocates  most  cordially  the  sentiments  of  friendship  for 
bis  country  as  indicated  in  the  communication  of  your  Highness,  and'  renews  th)B 
assurances  of  his  high  consideration,  &c. 

ANSON  BDELINGAME. 

Pkincb  Kung, 

Chief  Secretary  t  ^. 


Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  dated  Sep- 
tember 27  and  30,  respectively,  informing  me  of  your  arrival  on  the  coast  of 
China,  and  of  the  nature  of  your  original  and  late  instructions. 

I  congratulate  our  countrymen  in  China  chat  they  are  to  have  so  efficient  aa 
officer  as  yourself  to  watch  over  their  interests.  I  shall  confer  frankly  and 
freqnently  with  you«  to  the- end  that  we  may  co-operate  harmoniously  in  securing 
our  treaty  rights,  and  in  maintaining  our  treaty  obligations.  I  can  well  appre- 
ciate your  feelings,  as  a  gallant  officer,  in  being  so  far  from  the  great  struggle  at 
home;  but  still  yon  are  under  the  orders  of  your  government,  and  have  been 
assigned  to  the  most  important  naval  station  there  is.  I  shall  go  to  Shanghai  to 
meet  the  consuls  some  time  next  spring,  where  I  hope  to  meet  you.  I  hope 
then  you  may  find  it  in  agreement  widi  your  instructions  to  accompany  me  t6 
the  north,  and  to  p&y  me  a  visit  at  Peking,  where  our  flag  is  permanently  placed. 
I  thank  you  for  your  kindness  in  bringing  my  things  from  Macao.  They  arrived 
aafBly  and  promptly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 

Commander  D.  McDouoal, 

United  States  Steamer  Wyoming. 


Mr.  Budingame  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  32.]  LkuaTion  op  thb  United  States, 

Peking,  January  12,  1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  conclusion  of  the  discussion  in  relatiam 
to  the  United  States  bark  Agnes,  which  I  hope  will  prove  satisfactory. 

"  The  undersigned  [wi^  titles]  haa  the  honor  to  ad^ss  to  Prince  Kung JTwiA 
titles]  a  communication.  The  United  States  bark  Agnes,  Thomas  H.  King, 
commanding,  at  Ningpo,  after  having  paid  duties  and  received  a  permit  to  land 
her  cargo,  was,  after  landing  a  portion,  prohibited  from  continuing,  under  the 
following  circumstances  r  A  tide-waiter  of  the  custom-house,  by  the  name  of 
Smith,  got  into  a  dispute  with  the  captain  of  the  vessel  about  the  time  when  be 
should  land  his  cargo :  the  tide-waiter  claiming  that  |^  J^iii&  ($i||i|e|)  to  < 
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Imihg  bad  onriTed ;  the  ci^tain  tbat  it  had  noL  The  tiAe^w^Ur  referred  the 
matter  to  the  commiasioQer  of  cuatoms*  Mr.  Giguel,  who,  without  more  question, 
poceeded  to  seize  the  goods  abreadj  landed,  and  to  put  a  pohibition  upon  the 
Tessel  from  landing  any  more  until  the  captain  had  apologised  to  him,  the  com- 

Siffioner  of  customs,  and  paid  a  fine  of  three  hundred  taels.  In  this  position 
fi  commissioner  was  sustained  by  the  Taoutai.  Now,  the  undersigned  does 
Qot  deny  the  right  of  the  Chinese  government  to  enforce  its  revenue  laws  by 
tjka  seizure  and  confiscadon  of  that  property  which  is  found  after  the  owner  has 
violated  the  law,  as  when  goods  have  been  smuggled;  but  he  does  deny  the 
right  of  the  Chinese  authorities  to  punish  or  fine  citizens  of  the  United  states 
D^er  any  circnmstances.  That  can  only  bo  done,  according  to  Article  X J  of 
tbo  treaty,  by  the  United  States  consul  In  this  case  the  captain,  after  the 
duties  were  paid  and  the  permit  granted,  wa^  entitled  to  land  his  cargo.  It,  in 
landing  it,  he  violated  the  port  regulations,  then  only  so  much  could  be  seized 
as  was  landed  contrary  to  law ;  that  which  had  not  been  landed  was  wher^  it 
had  a  right  legally  to  be.  The  captain  denies  that  he  violated  the  law  as  to 
those  gc^ds  already  landed,  and  begs  to  go  before  his  consul  to  purge  himself 
of  aoy  improper  act;  but  the  commissioner  of  customs,  sustained  by  the  Taoutai* 
takes  the  law  into  his  own  hands,  and  undertakes  to  punish  the  captain  not  only 
by  the  seizure  of  the  goods  already  landed,  but  pr^ibitmg  the  landing  of  the 
lemainder  until  the  captain  bad  apologized  and  paid  a  fine.  All  this  was  aa 
ia£ringement  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  consul,  dearly  wrong,  and 
v^oders  the  wrong-doers  responsible  to  the  captain  for  any  damages  he  may  have 
•offered  by  such  illegal  proceedings.  The  undersigned  is  instructed  that  the 
9|iptain  is  a  worthy  man,  who,  in  a  trade  on  the  Chinese  coast  of  many  years, 
bas  never  sought  to  violate  law.  He  is  a  large  sufferer  by  the  course  takeurand 
every  day  is  suffering  more.  Where  citizens  of  the  United  States  undertake  to 
oeal  in  contraband  goods,  the  undersigned  will  always  be  most  happy  to  expose 
them,  and  aid  the  Chinese  government  in  bringing  them  to  justice ;  but  when 
they  are  in  the  course  of  legal  trade,  he  must  demand  fur  them  (what  he  is  sure 
vour  Highness  equally  desires  they  shall  have)  the  fullest  protection.  He  then 
has  to  request  Uiat  your  Highness  will  at  once  instruct  the  officers  at  Ningpo  tQ 
remove  the  prohibition  from  the  vessel,  to  restore  to  the  captain  his  rights,  and 
to  compensate  him  for  whatever  loss  he  may  have  been  sifbjected  to  by  these 
illegal  proceedings. 

'*  The  undersigned  engages  that  the  United  States  consul  at  Ningpo  shall 
enter  into  a  full  examination  of  the  conduct  of  the  captain,  and  punish  h|p  for 
any  improper  act  he  may  have  committed. 

'*  The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  the  assurances  of  his  distinguished 
consideration. 

•SANSON  BURLINGAME. 

"Peking,  December  15,  1862." 


Prince  Kung,  chief  secretary  for  foreign  a&irs,  communicates  the  following 
reply: 

Yesterday  was  received  a  despatch  from  your  excdlenoy  in  which  it  is  stated 
ttat  an  American  vessel  at  Ningpo,  after  having  paid  the  duties  and  received  a 
permit  to  land  her  cargo,  was,  after  landing  a  portion  of  the  same,  prohibited 
mm  proceeding,  under  the  following  drcumstanoee :  A  tide-waiter  of  the  cus- 
tom-house got  into  a  dispute  with  die  captain  of  the  said  vessel  as  to  the  time 
in  which  the  goods  ought  to  be  landed ;  the  tide-waiter  affirming  that  the  time 
to  stop  landing  (sunset)  had  already  arrived,  and  die  captain  that  it  had  not ; 
whereupon  the  former  referred  the  matter  to  the  cominisaionar  of  customs,  who 
proceeded  at  once  to  seize  upon  the  goods  already  landed,  and  also  to  prolnbit , 
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the  vessel  either  to  land  the  remamder  of  the  goods  or  to  take  in  a  new  qargp 
until  the  captain  shall  have  paid  a  fine  of  three  hundred  taels,  &c.,  &c. 

Now,  it  appears  to  Prince  Kung  that  since  the  said  vessel,  on  her  arriving  n^ 
Ningpo,  did  pay  the  duties  and  also  get  a  permit  to  land  her  cargo,  although 
Ae  custom- house  had  a  right  to  send  a  tide-waiter  on  hoard  of  her  to  super!^ 
tend  the  landing,  it  had  none  to  seize  upon  any  goods  or  impose  a  fine  of  300 
taels.  However,  no  goods  ought  to  have  been  landed  alter  sunset;  the  captain 
therefore  did  wrong  in  attempting  to  land  by  force  against  the  remonstrances  of 
the  tide-waiter.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  custom-house  ought  to  have  simply 
informed  the  captain  that  he  should  wait  until  the  following  day,  and  then  land 
his  cargo.  It  was  also  wrong  on  the  part  of  the  custom-house  to  put  at  once  a 
prohibition  upon  the  vessel,  and  impose  upon  the  captain  a  fine  of  three  hun- 
dred taels.  Now,  the  arrangements  m  the  custom-houses — as  the  appointment 
of  officers,  &c. — ^were  specially  made  with  a  view  to  have  the  business  of  the 
customs  transacted  in  a  manner  agreeable  both  to  this  government  and  the  re- 
spective foreira  countries.  This  office,  therefore,  has  already  transmitted  « 
despatch  to  me  governor  of  Ghikiang,  calling  upon  him  to  have  the  matter 
thoroughly  investigated,  and,  of  course,  if  anvthing  contrary  to  law  was  com- 
mitted on  the  part  of  said  vessel,  to  decide  the  case  impartially  accordiw  to 
the  provisions  of  the  treaty ;  but  if  no  attempt  to  smuggle,  and,  indeed,  nothing 
besides  landing  cargo  after  sunset  can  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  vessel,  then 
to  withdraw  at  once  the  prohibition,  and  by  no  means  exact  any  fine  firom  the 
captain.  As  soon  as  information  with  reference  to  this  matter  shall  have  reached 
this  office  your  excellency  shall  be  informed  thereof  at  once.  In  the  mean  time 
it  is  but  proper  that  this  should  be  communicated  in  reply  to  your  excellency's 
despatch. 

A  communication  to  his  excellency  the  Hon.  Anson  Burlingame,  envoy,  &c.,  &c 

December  27,  1862. 

The  above  despatch  was  translated  by  Mr.  Schewescwesky  in  the  absence 
of  Dr.  Williams,  who  has  gone  to  Macao  to  bring  up  his  family  in  the  spring. 
I  send  this  via  Russia.    Will  you  be  so  kind  as  to  note  the  time  of  its  arrival! 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BUELINGAME. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Burlingame  to  Mr.  Seward.  * 

No.  33.]  Peking,  January  29,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  on  the  first  day  of  the  Ohtneae 
new  year  Prince  Kung  and  suite  made  a  formal  call  upon  me  for  the  purpoee 
of  tendering  their  good  wishes.  At  the  same  time  the  Frince  brought  in  a  box 
the  highlv  illuminated  letter  to  the  President,  which  I  send  you  through  the 
house  of  kussell  &  Go.  The  letter  is  in  Chinese  and  Manchow.  There  u  an 
assumption  in  the  words  "to  soothe  and  bridle  the  world"  which  will  oaase 
von  to  smile.  My  first  thought  was  to  object  to  the  language;  but  vrhem  I 
learned  that  it  was  formal,  and  was,  substantially,  what  had  been  used  before, 
and  that  the  government  really  intended  to  be  unusoally  kind,  I  thoogfat  it 
would  be  impoUtic  and  unffradous  to  criticise  the  form  in  which  diat  kiiraiiaM 
was  sought  to  be  expressed. 

I  send  you  two  translations  of  the  letter,  one  marked  A,  by  Mr.  Sckeweso- 
wesky,  who  interprets  in  the  absence  of  Dr.  Williarftfyi  J^OSb^with  note 
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mailced  B,  hj  Mr.  Wade,  of  the  British  legation.    From  theee  70a  will  learn 
ita  true  meaning. 

The  fullest  eqpality  is  conceded  to  the  President  &nd  the  United  States,  bj 
the  position  in  which  thej  are  placed  in  the  Chinese  text,  as  well  as  bj  the 
language  used  in  the  beginning  and  at  the  end  of  the  letter. 
/'  I  feel  that  1  am  here  to  secure  essentials,  and  not  to  raise  questions  about 
UEumportant  matters. 

I  do  not  suppose  the  President  will  be  troubled  to  learn  that  the  Emperor  of 
China  thinks  he  has  received  a  commission  "to  soothe  and  bridle  the  world," 
but  I  imagine  that  he  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that  I  have  established  the  most 
friendly  relations  with  the  Chinese  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BUEUNGAME. 

Hon.  William  H.  Skward,  ^v.,  4^.,  Sfc. 


The  Emperor  of  the  Tateing  dynasty  salutes  the  President  of  tlie  United 
States  of  America.^ 

On  the  25th  day  of  the  7th  moon  of  the  present  year,  (August  19,  1862,) 
the  President's  envoy,  Anson  Burlingame,  presented  a  letter  from  the  President. 
On  perusing  it,  we  found  it  to  be  entirely  expressive  of  sincerity  and  truth,  and 
a  desire  for  relations  of  long-continued  friendship  and  peace,  at  which  we  were 
indeed  greatly  rejoiced ;  and  we  have  instructea  the  office  managing  foreign 
affairs  to  show  all  proper  attention  to  the  envoy,  Anson  Burlingame. 

Having,  with  reverence,  received  the  commission  from  Heaven  to  rule  the 
universe,  we  regard  both  the  middle  empire  and  the  outside  countries  as  con- 
stituting one  family,  without  any  distinction. 

And  acting  sincerely  in  our  mutual  intercourse,  we  must  endeavor  to  extend 
forbearance  to  each  other.  And  we  wish  that  our  friendly  relations  with  the 
President  may  henceforth  increase  in  strength,  and  may  we  both  enjoy  the 
blessings  of  peace,  the  attainments  of  which  undoubtedly  w^l  be  most  gratifying. 

The  7th  day  of  the  12th  moon  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  Jnngchi, 
(January  22,  1863.) 


B. 

His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Ta-Tsing  dynasty  salutes  his  Majesty,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Upon  the  25th  day  of  the  7th  moon,  [the  President's]  envoy,  Anson  Bur- 
liBgam^,  having  arrived  in  Peking,  presented  (or  brought  up)  a  letter  from 
(the  President,)  which,  when  (we)  had  read  it,  (we)  found  to  be  written  in  a 
^f^rit  of  cordial  frien^iness,  (breathing)  nothing  but  a  desire  for  relations  of 
amity  that  should  ever  increase  in  strength.  Our  heart  was  much  rejoiced,  in- 
deed, (by  the  perusal  of  this  letter,)  and  we  have  instructed  the  office  for  the 
ffuperintendence  of  foreign  affisdrs  to  show  all  suitable  attention  to  (or  to  re- 
ceive satisfactorily)  the  envoy,  Anson  Burlingame. 

In  virtue  of  the  commission  we  have  with  awe  received  from  Heaven,  (Gh>d,) 
to  mle  (to  soothe  and  bridle)  all  the  world,  native  and  foreigner  must  be  to  us 
afl  one  family,  without  distinction,  and  in  our  relations  wim  man  we  must  be 
thoroughly  sincere  in  all  things. 

May  our  friendly  relations  with  his  Majesty  the  President  henceforth  in 
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Qireftie  In  strength,  and  m|i^  bolh  «f  m  alike  et^y  Ibe  A)le4iii^  of  peiM. 
The  attainmeat  of  such  objects,  we  caniiot  doubt,  would  be  moat  gxatifyiag. 

Trmoslator>f  not*. 

The  words  rignifjrlDg  "  to  foothe  and  bridle  tke  woild/'  do  doubt,  Imply  that  tlie  Bitt- 
peror,  as  Tteo-'lile,  son  of  Qearen,  is  to  the  sovereigus  of  the  earth  a  superior,  vpuch  of  Iba 
sort  that  the  Pope,  at  various  periods  from  the  days  of  Hildebrand  down,  claimed  to  be. 
But  beyond  a  remark  to  the  Prince  that  we  foreign  nationg  do  not  admit  that  we  can  be 
**  fa  yn,"  *' soothed  and  bridled,"  by  any  but  our  own  governors,  I  should  not,  were  I  re- 
sponsible for  an  opinion,  recommend  thai  further  notice  should  be  taken  of  the,  at  firsl 
sight  per  «e,  o^toUQllab]e  eaprasftions.  For  the  positkm  of  tba  terms  Ualted  States  and 
Presideut  admits  the  fullest  equality  between  the  nation  and  its  ruler  aad  the  Ghineta 
empire  and  its  soveieign;  and  the  salutation  with  which  the  letter  commences  is  as  sig- 
nificant of  the  equality  of  the  President  with  the  Emperor  as  words  can  be ;  while  the 
cloee  of  the  letter  is  scarcely  less  so,  **  that  we  may  tung  houng  together,  or  alike  entoj 
peace  lucreabiog,"  would  certainly  not  have  been  written  thus  had  the  writer  intended 
to  hint  that  the  person  addressed  was  less  than  his  equaL 

T.  W. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burlingame. 

Ko.  24.J  BflPASTMBNT  OP  StATB, 

WoifUngiam,  February  4,  1863. 

Sib  :  Your  despatch  of  October  27  has  been  received.  The  President  leama 
ftY>m  it,  with  much  satisfaction,  that  the  imperial  government  of  Ghina  has 
adopted  a  national  flag;  and  he  will  immediately  direct  that  it  shall  henceforward 
receive  from  the  navj  and  the  mercantile  marine  of  the  United  States  the  re- 
spect and  the  honors  which  maritime  powers  are  mutually  accustomed  to  pay  to 
the  ensigns  of  sovereignty.  You  will  assure  Prince  Kung  that  the  govemm^it 
of  the  United  States  will  scrupulously  persevere  in  the  friendly  relations  with 
Ghina  which  have  already,  become  a  source  of  distinguished  benefits  to  both 
countries. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Anson  Burling  am  b,  ifc.^  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Burlingame, 

No.  25.]  Department  of  State, 

Woikvington,  Fehruary  4, 1868. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  October  25  (No.  26)  has  been  received. 

The  proceedings  yon  have  taken,  and  the  views  you  have  expressed  in  regard 
to  the  objection  of  Prince  Kung  to  the  newly  appointed  consuls  at  HankoWy 
Kiukiang,  Neuchwang,  and  Tientsin,  on  the  ground  that  they  are  allowed  to 
trade,  are  approved.  The  remark  of  our  late  minister,  Mr.  Reed,  which  Prinee 
Kung  quotea  in  support  of  his  objection,  was  an  incidental  one,  and  had  and 
could  nave  reference  only  to  the  characters  and  cii*eum8tai:ces  of  the  consuls 
then,  actually  in  place,  of  whom  he  was  speaking.  It  is,  indeed,  obvious  thai 
it  would  be  preferable,  in  many  cases,  to  have  consuls  who  should  receive  ade* 
quate  salaries  from  the  government,  rather  than  to  employ,  in  that  capacity,  per- 
sons who  carry  on  trade.  But  the  extended  condition  of  modem  commerce 
renders  it  impossible  for  this  or  any  other  government  to  adhere  to  such  a  sys- 
tem exclusively.  Consequently,  every  maritime  power  employs  merchants  as 
eonsuls.    It  is  often  sanctioned  by  treaties,  and  is  recognisea  by  the  law  of 
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nations.  At  the  present  moment  the  government  of  the  United  States  has  pe- 
culiar reasons  for  practicing  the  utmost  possible  economy  in  the  conduct  of  its 
diplomatic  and  consular  relations.  The  President  is  fully  aware  of  this  fact, 
and  he  cannot,  therefore,  adopt  your  suggestion  of  recommending  to  Congress 
to  attach  salaries  to  the  office  of  consuls  in  the  new  treaty  ports  of  China.  You 
will  insist  upon  the  allowance  of  an  exequatur,  in  the  usual  manner,  to  the  per- 
sons holding  the  office  in  these  ports,  unless  some  personal  objection  shall  be 
laid  against  them. 

The  government  has  no  knowledge,  nor  any  reason  to  believe,  that  either 
ships  or  arms  of  any  kind  have  been  furnished  by  Americans  to  the  rebels  in 
China,  and  it  will  do  all  that  shall  be  in  its  power  to  prevent  any  transaction  of 
that  kind  that  may  be  brought  to  its  notice.  You  will  receive  herewith  a 
copy  of  an  order  of  the  President,  which  inhibits  all  shipments  of  arms  and 
munitions  of  war  from  the  ports  of  the  United  States  to  any  foreign  country 
whatever. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Anson  Burlinoame,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  8fc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Burlingamc. 

No.  26.]  Department  of  State, 

IVashington,  February  4,  1863. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  October  27  (No.  27)  has  been  received. 
Your  proceedings  in  regard  to  the  appointment  of  a  successor  to  General 
Ward  are  approved  of.     You  will  express  to  Pnnce  Kung  the  President's  sin- 
cere satisfaction  with  the  honors  which  the  Emperor  of  China  has  decreed  to 
be  paid  id  the  memory  of  our  distinguished  citizen.     He  fell  while  illustrating 
the  fame  of  his  country  in  an  untried,  distant,  and  perilous  field.     His  too  early 
death  will,  therefore,  be  deeply  mourned  by  the  American  people. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Anson  Burlinoame,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  i^c,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Burlingamc, 

No.  27.]  Department  of  State, 

Washitigtoni  February  28,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  September  16  (No.  25)  has  just  now  been  received, 
baving  been  recovered  from  tne  wreck  of  the  Colombo,  which  was  charged  with 
its  conveyance. 

The  note  of  Doctor  Williams,  which  accompanies  it,  presents,  certainly,  a 
very  strong  argument  for  the  reorganization  and  enlargement  of  the  legation 
and  consular  establishment  of  the  United  States  in  China.  Congress  has  now 
arrived  at  the  last  day  but  three  of  its  session.  It  would  be  impossible,  under 
any  circumstances,  to  procure,  at  such  a  time,  a  consideration  of  the  reforms 
•which  you  propose.  It  is  not  probable,  however,  that  the  subject  could  have 
obtained  a  favorable  hearing  if  it  had  been  presented  at  any  stage  of  the 
present  session.  The  war  for  the  Union,  which  went  forward  so  successfully 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  encountered  reverses  in  July  and  August  and  Sep- 
tember, which  seemed,  for  a  time,  to  confound  the  public  mind,  and  plunge  it 
into  a  state  of  morbid  apprehension.     It  has  been  the  occupation  of  eight 

54  m  ^...u.^^.y ^.^ 
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months  to  restore  the  prestige  of  the  national  arms,  and  revive  confidence  at 
home  and  respect  abroad.  The  expenditures  required  are,  of  course,  immense, 
and  the  measures  proper  for  applying  them  have  been  various  and  difficult. 
Congress  had  only  ninety  days  to  make,  mature,  and  adopt  them,  amid  the  per- 
plexities incident  to  such  a  crisis. 

It  has,  therefore,  been  absolutely  necessary  to  withdraw  attention  from  all 
interests  that  were  not  vital,  or  at  least  urgent.  Prudence  and  patriotism  have 
combined  in  recommending  this  course. 

The  important  subject  you  have  presented  so  fully  and  so  clearly  will  be  re- 
served for  consideration  at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  which,  we  confidently 
expect,  will  assemble  under  better  auspices  than  that  which  is  now  closing. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Anson  Burlinqamb,  ^.,  ^c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burlingame. 

No.  28.]  Department  of  State, 

Washiitgton,  March  2,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  No.  29,  of  the  12th 
of  December  last,  and  to  approve  your  proceeaings  therein  recited.     The  regu- 
lations which  accompanied  will  be  at  once  made  public. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Anson  Burlingame,  Esq.,  8fc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burlingame. 

No.  29.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  2,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours.  No.  30,  of  the  10th  of  De- 
cember last,  and  to  approve  your  proceedings  in  relation  to  bark  Agnes,  therein 
set  forth. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Anson  Burlingame,  Esq.,  <^.,  ^. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burlingame. 

No.  30.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  3,  1863. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  No.  31,  of  the  12th  of  December  last,  was,  with  its  ac- 
comjpaniments,  received  at  this  department  on  Sunday,  the  Ist  instant,  via  St 
Petersburgh.     Your  proceedings  to  which  it  relates  are  approved. 

With  reference  to  the  objections  of  the  Chinese  authorities  to  our  comiuls 
being  engaged  in  trade,  I  have  to  observe  that  this  is  a  subject  requiring  the 
legislative  action  of  Congress,  which,  being  on  the  eve  of  adjournment  when  the 
question  arises,  it  must  be  deferred  until  next  session,  when  it  will  be  laid  before 
that  body. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Anson  BuRLmoAMB,  Esq.,  Sec,  Sec.  r^^^^T^ 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ  Ic 


DIPLOMATIC    COEBESPONDENCE.  851 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burlingame. 

No.  31.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  30,  1863. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  12th  of  January  last,  (No.  32.)  in  which  fyou 
present  the  conclusion  of  the  discussion  in  relation  to  the  United  States  bark 
Agnes,  was  received  here  yesterday,  and  is  approved.  You  will  embrace  an  early 
opportunity  to  make  suitable  acknowledgments  to  Prince  Kung  for  his  just  de- 
cision in  the  case. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Anson  Burlingame,  Esq.,  S(c.,  igc. 


Mr.  Burlingame  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  36.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Peking,  April  18,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  send  you  the  correspondence  from  our  consul  at 
Ningpo,  enclosed,  marked  A,  B,  C,  D,  and  E. 

From  this  it  appears  that  the  French  consul,  Mr.  Edan,  undertook  to  secure 
a  concession  of  a  portion  of  the  city  of  Ningpo  to  the  French  government,  and 
that  Mr.  Mangum,  the  American  consul,  opposed  that  attempt,  and  referred  the 
correspondence  to  me  at  Peking.  I  immediately,  in  an  interview  with  the  Chinese 
authorities  here,  supported  our  consul,  not  only  because  Mr.  Edan's  attempt  was 
in  violation  of  the  arrangement  made  on  the  13th  of  January,  (see  minutes,)  but 
on  the  broad  ground  that  any  concession  of  territory  would  be  an  abridgment 
of  our  treaty  rights ;  that  it  was  our  right  to  buy  and  sell  and  live  in  any  part 
of  any  treatv  port ;  and  that  any  such  concession  would  infringe  that  right,  and 
if  they  might  concede  a  part  they  might  the  whole,  and  I  warned  them  that 
such  concessions,  if  made,  would  not  only  destroy  our  treaty  rights,  but  that 
they  would  be  the  beginning  of  a  disruption  of  the  empire.  They  informed  me 
that  they  had  not  granted  any  concessions,  nor  would  they,  and  thanked  me  for 
taking  a  position  so  in  accordance  with  their  rights.  I  never  failed  in  my  inter- 
*  views  to  keep  the  non-concession  doctrine  before  them,  because  I  had  been  made 
aware  in  Shanghai,  by  conversations  with  the  British  consul,  that  he  and  the 
British  residents  supposed  they  had  t  quasi  territorial  concession  at  Shanghai 
over  which  they  could  maintain  jurisdiction  not  only  over  British  subjects,  but 
over  Chinese.  This  assumption  led  the  French  to  make  like  claims,  and  the 
result  was  that  there  was  a  race,  apparently,  between  the  British  and  French 
local  authorities  as  to  which  could  secure  the  most.  I  brought  the  questicm,  in 
many  conversations,  to  the  attention  of  the  British  and  Russian  ministers,  aiid> 
since  his  arrival,  to  the  French  minister.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  I  found  my 
views  accorded  with  theirs,  and  that  we  arc  now,  on  this  most  important  ques- 
tion, in  perfect  agreement ;  and  this  agreement  is  a  guarantee  of  the  territorial 
integrity  of  the  Chinese  empire. 

As  an  earnest  of  the  sincerity  of  Sir  Frederick  Bruce  on  this  subject,  I  send 
you  copies  of  letters  and  extracts,  from  letters  marked  F,  addressed  by  him  to 
her  Majesty's  consul  at  Shanghai.  From  these  it  will  be  seen  that  Sir  Frederick 
Bruce  takes  the  non- concession  ground  most  strongly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME- 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  ^.^.^.^^^  ^^  GoOglc 
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A. 

Mr.  Mantpim  to  Mr,  Barlinganu. 

Unitko  Statss  Consclatx, 

Ntngpo,  September  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  copies  of  the  correspondence  between  Monsieur 
P.  Etlan,  consul  of  France  at  Shanghai,  and  myself,  in  regard  to  the  matter  of  <*  concession" 
on  the  Ecrtng  Pilo  site  ;  alsoa  corouiunlcation  from  Monsieur  E(Jan  to  the  Taoutai  of  Ningpo, 
demanding  a  Fepar^te  French  conce^8iun,  th«  limits  of' which  are  therein  stated. 

At  the  confeience  held  ))y  the  three  treaty  powers  at  this  port  on  the  13th  of  January 
last,  when  it  wa-i  determined  to  take  joint  possession  of  the  Keaog  Pilo  site  **for  defen^ve 
purposes,"  it  was  understood,  we  thihk  di^tinctly,  that  all  necessary  measures  for  the  pro- 
tection and  prosperity  of  the  settlement  should  l)e  tlie  joint  efiforts  of  the  three  treaty  con- 
Buls  residing  here,  and  that  no  other  arrangement  should  l>e  entered  into  until  the  course 
we  had  deemed  necej«8ary  to  adopt  should  be  decile  i  upon  by  our  rei»pective  ministers  at 
Peking.  This  arrangement  was  again  approved  of  at  the  second  conference  held  by  the  said 
treaty  consuls  on  the  3tst  of  May  Ust,  afttr  the  expulsion  of  the  rebels  from  Ningpo. 
Monsieur  E  ian's  demand  upon  the  Taoutai  fur  a  separate  French  concession  embraces  per- 
haps the  most  valuaide  and  import  int  portion  of  the  Keang  Pilo  settlement,  and  includes 
the  greater  pirtlon  of  the  property  belonging  to  Amei leans  settled  here— property  owued 
principally  by  Anieiican  mitsioiiaiies  ^ho  were  the  firrt  foreigners  to  settle  on  this  side  of 
the  river.  A  eense  of  duty  compels  me  to  oppose  this  demand,  and  I  lay  the  matter  before 
your  excellency,  that,  in  conjunction  with  the  reprtsentjitives  of  the  three  treaty  powers, 
•ome  Bati^factory  adjustment  may  be  determiued  upon. 
I  have,  &c  , 

W.  P.  MANGUM. 

UnUtd  S'.aUt  Coruvl 

His  Excellency  Akson  Bcrlingame, 

Urtiied  Siatet  MmiUer,  Peking,  China 


B. 
Mr,  Mangum  io  Monsieur  EJan. 

UNITED  States  Consulate, 

Nmgpo,  Avgiut  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  18th 

instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  communication  addressed  by  you  to  his  excellency  the 

'  lW>utal  of  Ningpo,  demanding  a  separate  French  concession  in  the  Kiang  Pilo  settlement, 

which  1  foun  1  awaiting  my  return  from  the  country  where  I  have  been  al^ent  for  several 

days  in  consequence  of  ill  health. 

i  reciprocate  heartily  the  regret  you  expressed  at  not  being  able  to  meet  and  talk  with 
you  upon  the  subject  in  question,  involving  the  interests  of  so  many  parties,  and  frankly 
confess  that  a  sense  of  duty  compels  me  to  lefuse  my  absent  to  the  step  you  have  taken  as 
being  in  direct  contiavention  t)  the  unders^andin/  among  the  three  treaty  powers  at  the 
conference  held  on  the  13th  uf  January  last,  and  ralitied  at  the  ccnfeience  held  on  the  3Ut 
of  May  last,  to  wit :  that  this  mitter  shpuld  be  referred  to  our  representatives  at  the  court 
of  Peking,  and  we  abide  by  their  decihi'>n~it  not  boing  supposed  at  the  time  to  be  in  the 
power  of  either  of  the  consuls  to  make  a  demand  for  a  eupiiate  concession.  Again,  the 
portion  you  have  deman  led  for  a  separate  French  oncession  embraces  the  oldest  settled 
and  ma<t  valuable  pait  of  the  foreign  settlement  including  the  greater  part  of  the  property 
*  belonging  to  the  American  misbionaries,  who  established  the  first  foreign  mission  on  the 
Kiang  Pilo  site.  This  fact,  I  presume,  you  may  not  be  aware  of,  and  I  trust  that  yon  will 
at  once  see  the  injustice  of  trantfcrriDg  such  large  and  valuable  interests  l)ey(>nd  the  juris- 
diction of  ihiir  representatives  at  this  port. 

In  fact,  Kir,  when  we  t«ke  into  coubiJeration  the  situation  of  the  property  belonging  to 
fori^igners  here,  mix^d  together  in  all  conceivable  ways,  I  do  not  see  how  separate  conces- 
sions can  l>e  made  in  the  Kiang  Pilo  eeltlement  without  great  injustice  to  the  citizens  of  at 
least  two  of  the  treaty  poweis. 

Copies  of  your  communication  and  this  reply  I  will  transmit  by  the^earliestppportnnity 
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to  the  United  States  minieter  at  the  iiDpeiial  court  of  Peking,  where,  by  coosnltation  with 
the  representatives  of  France  and  England,  gome  satisfactory  settlement  may  be  arrived  at. 
With  sincere  wishes  for  your  liealth  and  happiness,  1  have,  &c., 

W.  ?    MANGUM, 
United  Stafes  Ccnsid. 
Monsieur  B.  En  an, 

Chnsul  de  Franctf  Shanghai, 


0. 

Minute  of  a  conference  held  at  the  United  States  consulate  at  Kingpo,  Chnsan,  this  morn- 
ing, the  13th  day  of  January,  1862.  Presidtnt,  Captain  J.  Corbctt,  her  Majesty's  royal 
naval  steamer  Scout ;  Pre<^i  lent,  Willie  P.  Mangnm,  United  States  consul  at  Kingpo ; 
Pre«deut,  Frederick  Harvey,  her  Majesty's  consul  at  Ningpo. 

Whereas  certain  forces  in  opposition  to  the  government  of  China  have  captured  the  city 
of  Ningpo  and  its  surrounding  districts;  and  whereas,  in  the  absence  of  any  imperial 
authority,  it  is  neces-Jary  for  defensive  purposes,  for  the  protection  of  life  and  property,  and 
for  the  general  security,  order,  and  good  government  of  foreigners  residing  in  Ningpo,  that 
certain  limits  should  be  clearly  defined,  within  which  those  foreigners  are  to  reside,  free 
from  molestation,  aggression,  and  interference  of  any  kind  :  For  these  purposes,  the  under- 
signed, as  the  only  representatives  of  foreign  powers  at  this  pert,  have  this  day  met  together 
at  the  United  States  consulate,  and  have,  after  consultation,  agreed  and  determined  upon 
the  following  articles,  vis  : 

Ist.  That  that  tract  of  lend,  or  country,  or  promontoiy,  known  as  the  Keang  Pilo  site, 
and  comprised  within  the  boundaries  or  limits  drawn  by  the  Yung  river,  the  Yu  Yaon 
river,  the  Ken  Po  Foo  creek,  and  a  line  drawn  across  the  fields  from  the  Sze-Ken-Merrin, 
(or  temple,)  to  join  the  Yn  Yaon  river  above  mentioned,  (the  whole  site  foiming  an  inegular 
quadrangle  or  trapeze,)  shall,  from  this  date  and  hereafter,  be  opened  and  considered  as  the 
foreign  site,  within  which  such  foreigners  shall  re^^ide,  free  from  any  interference  of  any 
natare  whatever,  always  subject  to  their  respective  treaty  obligations. 

2d.  The  undersigned  reserved  to  themselves  to  make  and  estab.irh  such  rnles  and  regu- 
lations within  the  limits  above  mentioned  as  the  future  necesities  of  the  settlement  may 
render  necessary,  such  regulations  to  be  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  respective 
treaties  with  the  imperial  government  of  China. 

3d.  The  above  agreement,  to  which  the  undersigned  have  appended  their  approval  and 
signature,  will  be  submitted  without  delay  to  the  high  ministers  and  officers  of  the  nations 
to  which  the  undersigned,  respectively,  pertain  and  belong. 

JOHN  CORBETT, 

Qtp(ain^  her  Majetty*t  Sand. 
W.  P.  MANGUM, 

United  States  Cmnd^  Ningpo, 
FREDERICK  HARVEY, 

Her  Mujedy*t  Comuly  Ningpo, 


D. 

Fbexch  Coicshlatb, 

Ningpo,  Avgutt,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  addressed,  yestenlay,  to  his  excellency 
the'Taoutal  Tchang  an  official  demand  fur  the  purpo-^e  of  obtaining  the  concession  of  a  piece 
of  land,  to  be  appropriated  to  the  residence  of  my  countrymen,  upon  that  part  of  the  campa 
where  there  is  aireaiy  a  chapel  and  cemetery. 

I  add  here  the  copy  of  my  despatch  to  th«it  functioniry,  for  your  personal  edification, 
upon  a  subject  which  interests  both  of  us.  How  much  I  regret,  sir,  that  your  absence  fiom. 
Kingpo,  at  the  moment  when  I  arrived  there,  had  not  permitted  me  to  converse  with  you 
in  advance  of  the  subject  which  led  me  there.  I  should  have  liked  to  enter  into  cnnimu- 
nication  of  ideas  with  you  upon  the  solution,  to  give  to  the  question,  for  a  long  time  in 
sufferance,  of  the  strange  concest<ion  in  his  part,  to  convince  you  that  the  conference  of 
January  13,  lilte  that  of  May  21,  are  equally  favorable  to  the  determination  that  I  have 
taken. 

The  consul  of  England,  to  whom  I  have  imparted  equally  my  despatch  to  the  TaouUi^-^ 
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does  not  partake  of  my  manner  of  8eefn|j^«  and  has  declared  for  a  joint  concession  in  prefer- 
ence to  a  division  between  three.  Wiihont  speaking  to  yon  of  the  inconveniences  that  I 
find  in  tlifs  unity  of  governments,  of  which  the  ii'Ost  immediate  is  that  of  transiting  itself 
into  a  single  and  unique  influence  which  absorbs  the  other  two,  I  limit  myself  to  tell  you 
that  I  have  transmitted  all  my  correspondence  relative  to  this  affair  to  the  legation  of 
France  at  Peking,  so  that  a  definite  understanding  between  the  three  ministers  may  put  at 
last  an  end  to  the  provisional  rule  which  destroys  the  future  of  the  campo. 

I  do  not  know,  sir,  and  dear  colleague,  if  my  proceeding  will  find  a  support  or  an  adver- 
sary in  you,  but  I  am  sure  beforehand  of  this,  that  it  will  l>e  received  by  jou  with  benevo- 
lence and  courtesy.  Whatever  may  happen,  you  will  render  it  this  justice  in  default  of  all 
other,  that  at  leaH  it  has  the  inappreciable  advantage  of  (giving  motion  to)  life,  in  oalling 
out  the  community  of  Ningpo  from  a  state  of  uncertainty  prejudicial  to  all  interests. 
I  have,  &c., 

B.  EDAN. 
The  Connd  of  Framce, 


E. 

Fbbsch  Consulate,  Ningpo,  Augwi  17,  1862. 

B.  Edan,  French  consul  at  Shanghai  and  Ningpo,  addresses  the  present  necessary  'official 
communication  to  his  excellency  Tchang  Taoutai,  of  Ningpo  : 

HoNOEAFLB  Taoutai  :  The  treaty  concluded  the  7th  day  of  the  month  of  June,  1858, 
(7th  day,  6th  moon,  of  the  hih  year  of  Heinfung,)  b  tween  the  great  empire  of  Franc^;  and 
the  great  empire  of  China,  contains  in  its  article  10  a  stipulation  entirely  identical  with 
the  22d  article  of  the  first  treaty  between  our  two  nations,  in  date  of  9th  day  of  the  9th 
moon  of  the  24th  year,  Taokwang. 

This  agreement  between  the  two  treaties  proves  how  much  the  two  commissioners  who 
hHve  written  them  have  judged  this  clause  necessary,  as  much  to  assure  to  their  country- 
men  a  special  place  of  habitation,  sheltered  from  all  possible  controversy,  as  to  guarantee 
them  from  an  absorption  without  that  inevitable,  in  the  midst  of  foreign  competitors  much 
more  numerous,  and  disposing  of  a  more  considerable  capital.  Here  U  the  tenor  of  article 
10,  of  which  this  is  the  point  (follows  the  text  entire  of  the  article  cited.) 

Without  speaking  of  concessions  obtained  by  other  empires  upon  a  vast  scale  at  Canton, 
at  Shanghai,  Hankow,  Tchen  Kiangfoo,  &c.,  it  suffices  to  say  that  the  French,  until  now, 
have  not  made  use  of  the  right  of  concession,  and  as  yet  in  very  modest  proportions,  only 
at  Canton,  Tlentzin,  and  Shanghai.  Now,  (in  consequence)  of  efforts  and  sacrifices  which 
the  government  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  has  made  to  bring  back  peace  and  commerce 
into  the  country  submitted  to  your  administration,  the  French  interests  have  taken  in  the 
port  of  Ningpo  a  (development)  which  exacts  in  this  locality  a  new  application  of  article 
10,  before  cited,  of  which  the  small  importance  of  those  interests  had  not  until  then  made 
them  feel  the  need. 

The  campo  has  been  declared  recently,  by  official  act  of  three  consuls  of  France,  Eng- 
land, and  America,  foreign  concession.  It  is  to  this  title  that  Mr.  Obry,  one  of  the  officers 
of  the  imperial  navy  who  have  commanded  in  this  port,  has  cause  to  disappear  the  (pavilions) 
planted  by  the  rebels,  and  chased  those  of  the  bandits  who  pretended  to  show  themselves 
there  freely.  It  is,  then,  on  thid  land,  assigned  without  controversy  on  your  part  for  the 
dwelling  of  foreigners,  that  it  is  expelient  that  a  place  may  be  fixed  for  the  French  con- 
cession, and  to  this  effect,  that  no  one  may  be  ignorant  of  it,  I  pray  his  excellency  to  make 
known  by  a  public  proclamation  that,  in  virtue  of  his  powers,  and  conformably  to  the 
treaties  of  France  with  China,  it  has  determined  that  the  limits  of  the  quarter  designed  for 
the  residence  of  the  French  shall  be  those  hereafter  to  be  known  :  at  the  east,  the  river 
which  leads  to  Tchenpai ;  at  the  south  and  west,  the  river  which  leads  to  Tu  Yao ;  at  the 
north,  a  line  drawn  from  the  pavilion  of  the  green-house  to  the  pavilion  of  the  pagoda  called 
Yangshen  Tsonye,  and  serving  for  the  preparation  of  tea;  this  line,  prolonged  to  the  river  of  Ya 
Yao,  goes  to  meet  the  land  of  a  Chinese  called  Sic.  I  pray  yoa,  moreover,  honorable 
Taoutai,  to  have  the  goodness  to  announce  in  this  notification  :  first,  that  in  the  case  where 
indigenous  proprietors  should  refuse  to  sell  to  the  French  in  the  limits  defined  above,  or 
exact  any  prices  which  are  not  conformable  to  the  Chinese  prices  current,  you  will  Inter- 
vene to  endeavor  to  make  the  people  obey  the  prescriptions  of  the  article  of  the  treaty 
above ;  and,  second,  that  as  for  the  subjects  of  other  empires  who  would  wish  to  make  a 
/  settlement  in  the  quarters  which  are  now  in  question,  they  should  have  to  explain  them- 
selves to  this  effect  with  the  consul  of  the  nation  which  this  proclamation  concerns.  By 
that  a  proof  will  be  given  to  foreigners  that  the  French  authorities,  in  claimingj  conces- 
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don  of  ^ouDd  for  their  countrymen  have  not  had  in  view  to  hinder  respectable  interests 
from  establishing  themselves  by  the  side  of  them,  but  that  they  have  wished  only  to  make 
a  reservation  in  favor  of  interests  which  they  have  for  a  special  duty  to  protect. 

It  is  for  this  end  that  I  have  the  honor  to  address  to  you  the  present  despatch,  which  is 
BO  much  the  more  worthy  of  your  attention  as  it  is  a  direct  appeal  to  your  fidelity  to  the 
treaties  and  to  the  sentiments  which  ought  to  preside  over  onr  mutual  relations. 

B.  EDAN. 


F. 

Pekucg,  Septembers,  1862. 

Sib  :  With  reference  to  your  letter  on  the  propoeals  made  for  the  management  of 
Shanghai,  I  have  to  observe  that  there  is  great  misapprehension  of  the  position  of 
these  so-called  foreigners'  concessions.  The  British  concession  at  Shanghai  was 
neither  a  transfer  nor  a  lease  of  the  laod  in  question  to  the  British  crown;  it  was 
simply  an  agreement  that  British  subjects  should  be  allowed  to  acquire  land  for  their  per- 
sonal accommodation  within  a  certain  space,  in  order  that  they  might  have  the  advantage 
of  living  together.  The  land  so  acquired  remains  Chinese  territory  ;  it  is  subject  to  the 
land  tax  ;  and  if  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Chinese  government  over  it  is  desired,  it  is  denied, 
because  in  China  it  was  deemed  essential  for  the  security  of  British  trade  that  the  person 
and  establishment  of  the  trader  should  be  secured  from  molestation.  But  the  character  of 
the  concession  has  been  entirely  altered  by  the  acts  of  foreigners  themselves.  Instead  of 
being  a  foreign  settlement,  it  has  become  a  Chinese  city,  in  which  a  few  foreigners  reside, 
amidst  a  large  Chinese  population.  The  security  and  comfort  which  were  supposed  to  be 
derived  from  isolating  the  foreign  community  have  been  sacrificed,  and  land  has  been 
acquired,  not  for  the  legitimate  purpose  of  accommodating  foreigners,  but  in  order  to  build 
on  it  Chinese  houst  s,  which  are  tenanted  by  Chinese  at  high  rents,  attracted  by  the  pro- 
tection our  bayonets  afford,  and  by  immunity  from  their  natural  authorities.  This  system 
to  be  proposed  to  extend  as  far  as  it  may  suit  the  interest  or  convenience  of  parties  on  the 
spot,  and  it  appears  that  the  Chinese  population  so  collected  is  to  be  exterritorial ized,  as 
well  as  the  land  they  occupy. 

The  Chinese  governor  is  to  be  deprived  of  his  power  of  dealing  with  them ;  they  are  to 
be  taxed  for  municipal  purposes,  and  his  interference  is  to  be  limited  to  judgment  and  pun- 
ishing them  in  cases  which  the  foreign  bead  of  the  nation,  to  which  the  owner  of  the 
property  occupied  belongs,  permits  to  be  brought  before  his  tribunal.  The  consummation 
of  this  system  Is  to  be  the  erection  of  Shanghai  into  a  free  port,  with  a  mixed  consular  and 
municipal  government,  under  the  joint  protectorate  of  the  treaty  powers.  It  is  my  duty 
to  remind  yon  that  the  Chinese  government  has  never  formally  abandoned  its  rights  over 
its  own  subjects  ;  nor  has  her  Majesty's  government  ever  claimed  or  expressed  any  desire 
to  exercise  a  protectorate  over  them . 

The  only  case  in  which,  consistently  with  the  principles  laid  down  for  the  guidance  of 
her  Majesty's  authority  in  this  country,  the  consul  has  a  right  to  interfere,  is  where  the 
Chinese  is  in  the  employ  of  a  British  firm,  and  where  there  is  reason  for  believing  that 
ihe  arrest  of  a  Chinese  servant  is  an  outrage,  through  him,  on  his  employer.  But  it  is  the 
interests  of  the  British  subject,  and  not  the  Chinamah,  which  are  protected. 

I  don't  understand  what  interest  her  Majesty's  government  has  in  lending  itself  to  a 
system  which  is  unjustifiable  in  principle,  which  would  be  attended  with  endless  embarrass- 
ment and  responsibility,  and  which  the  Chinese  government  would  never  submit  to  willingly. 
Great  Britain  has  no  interest  except  In  providing- a  secure  place  for  British  trading  estab- 
lishments ;  and  whatever  inconveniences  may  arise  from  the  conversion  of  the  settlement 
into  a  Chinese  town,  I  do  not  think  her  Majesty's  government  will  be  induced  to  seek  a 
remedy  for  them  by  extending  its  jurisdiction  over  a  larger  section  of  the  Chinese  popula- 
tion. Because  we  protect  Shanghai  from  falling  a  prey  to  a  horde  of  brigands,  it  does  not 
follow  that  we  are  prepared  to  interfere  with  the  natural  relation  of  the  Chinese  to  their 
own  government.  I  must  impress  upon  you  most  strongly  the  importance  of  not  lending 
yourself  to  any  proposal  which  will  lead,  however  indirectly,  to  such  serious  alterations  in 
our  position  in  China,  as  are  evidently  contemplated  by  some  of  the  residents  at  Shanghai. 
I  am  convinced  that  her  Majesty's  government  ^ould  wish  to  see  the  limits  of  the  so-called 
concession  reduced,  so  as  to  exclude  the  Chinese,  rather  than  extended,  so  as  to  embrace  a 
greater  number  of  them.  Our  interests  in  China  are  trade  and  pacific  relations  with  the 
authorities ;  and  I  know  no  more  fertile  sources  of  misunderstanding  than  the  c^ilection 
of  Chinese  within  our  limits.  This  is  not  a  question  which  affects  Shanghai  alone ;  it 
affects  our  relations  with  the  whole  Chinese  empire ;  and,  considering  the  effect  of  our  ex< 


digitized  by 


Google 


856  DIPLOMATIC    COERESPONDENCE. 

ample,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  we  should  take  no  step  which  cannot  be  defended 
upon  Bound  international  principle. 

I  request  you  to  reconsider  the  laws  and  regulations  with  reference  to  the  principles  laid 
down  in  this  despatch. 

F.  W.  A.  BRUCE. 


Peking,  January  22,  1863. 
I  wish  you  to  understand,  that  by  treaty  we  have  no  right  to  interfere  between  the  Chi* 
nese  people  and  their  authoiities  ;  that  the  words  *'  sanctity  of  the  British  concession" 
have  no  meaning,  and  that  we  have  no  power  to  compel  the  Chinese,  who  live  within  the 
so-termed  concession,  to  pay  any  tax  for  local  purposes,  except  through  and  with  the  con- 
sent of  their  own  authorities.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  whole  83rstem  at  Shanghai 
is  a  mistake  ;  that  the  police  arrangements  of  the  Chinese  within  the  lines  would  be  more 
efficiently  and  more  economitally  done  through  themselves  than  it  is  done  by  Europeans, 
and  that  our  management  is  both  extravagant  and  oppressive.  I  beg  you  also  to  remember 
that  what  is  done  in  a  military  point  of  view  is  for  the  defence  of  the  settlement,  and  (hat  her 
Majesty's  government  has  a  right  to  expect  that  any  charges  for  that  purpose  will  tike  the 
precedence  of  local  improvements,  which,  under  the  circumstances,  might  be  desirable.  If 
the  Chinese  are  taxed  for  local  purposes  to  the  utmost,  it  only  proves,  as  I  said  above,  that 
the  system  is  a  bad  one.  If  the  assistance  given  to  Shanghai  entitles  us  to  a  voice  in  the 
matter  of  taxes,  no  distinction  ought  to  be  made  between  the  people  in  the  settlement  and 
those  in  the  city.  There  ought  to  be  no  difference  made  in  favor  of  the  settlement.  In 
fact,  the  accumulation  cf  Chinese  there  is  a  great  misfortune,  and  would  make  neutrality 
impossible  should  the  government  wish  to  leave  Shanghai  to  take  its  chance.  It  is  a  great 
source  of  danger  and  insecuiity  of  our  interests,  and  by  ignoring  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Chinese  government  over  the  inhabitants,  we  relejiEC  from  any  claim  under  the  treaty  in 
case  of  incendiary  fines,  &c.  That  is  a  point  not  sufficiently  borne  in  mind  by  the  com- 
munity , 


Peking,  November  5,  1862. 

Sm :  In  reply  to  your  despatch  (No.  148)  requesting  my  advice  as  to  the  proposals  made 
by  the  Taoutai  for  the  taxation  of  Chinese  shbjects  within  the  limits  of  the  so-called  British 
concession,  I  have  to  observe  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  treaties  which  wai  rants  me  in 
Interfeiing,  in  any  way,  in  such  questions.  The  Taoutai  is  entitled  to  levy  taxes  as  he 
pleases,  and  as  long  as  he  merely  seeks  to  impose  taxes  on  persons  resident  in  the  conces- 
won,  which  are  paid  by  those  living  in  the  city  and  suburbs,  I  see  no  reason  for  objecting 
to  it  at  a  time  when  it  Is  our  interest,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Chinese,  that  the  government 
should  not  be  deprived  of  its  resources. 

A  heavy  responsibility  will  rest  on  the  consul  of  any  port  should  his  actions  In  snch 
matters  lead  to  the  distending  or  mutiny  of  the  highly-paid  force  under  foreign  officers, 
which  the  Chinese  have  imbodied  by  our  advice. 
I  am,  &c.» 

F.  W.  A.  BRUCE. 


Mr.  Burlingame  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  37.]  Legatiox  of  TtfB  United  States, 

Peking,  May  15,  1S63. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  received  a  letter  from  Edward 
Cunningham,  eSq.,  of  Shanghai,  dated  April  16,  1863,  in  which  he  writes : 

"  You  will  observe  by  the  newspaper  that  we  are  proceeding  to  remodel  our 
government  in  the  best  manner  we  may.  The  committee  appointed  (I  am  one) 
have  held  their  first  meeting,  and  determined  that  Mr.  Bruce's  views  (see  letters 
in  despatch  No.  36)  were  unquestionably  sound,  and  the  only  course  for  the 
community  is  to  form  a  system  founded  on  the  principles  he  expounds.  We 
therefore  are  now  preparing  a  letter  to  the  foreign  ministers,  in  which,  after 
stating  the  imperious  necessity  that  exists  for  some  government  of  the  place, 
stronger  than  any  the  Chinese  can  give,  wc  ask  an  expression  of  opinion  upon 
the  principles  which  we  propose.  GoOqIp 
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"  We  go  no  further  until  we  learn  whether  the  ministers  will  support  a  muni- 
cipal system  founded  upon  these  principles. 

"  If  they  will,  we  shall  then  proceed  to  elaborate  details,  upon  which  we  shall 
again  ask  their  comments  and  approval  or  disapproval.  Proceeding  in  this  cau- 
tious way,  perhaps  we  may  save  the  settlement  from  the  disasters  that  will 
befall  it  if  all  foreign  elements  in  the  municipal  control  are  banished. 

"  The  principles  are,  briefly,  that  whatever  authority  (territorial  authority)  is 
established  shall  be  derived  directly  from  the  imperial  government  through  our 
ministers. 

"  That  such  authority  will  not  extend  beyond  simple  municipal  matters — roads> 
police,  and  taxes  for  municipal  objects. 

"  That  the  Chinese,  not  actually  in  foreign  employ,  shall  be  wholly  under  the 
control  of  the  Chinese  oflicers,  just  as  much  as  in  a  Chinese  city. 

"  That  each  consul  shall  have  the  government  and  control  of  his  own  people, 
as  now,  the  municipal  authorities  simply  arresting  offenders  against  the  public 
peace,  handing  them  over  and  prosecuting  them  before  respective  authorities, 
Chinese  or  other,  as  the  case  may  be. 

"  That  there  shall  be  a  Chinese  element  in  the  municipal  system,  to  which 
reference  shall  be  made,  and  assent  obtained  to  any  measure  affecting  the  Chi- 
nese residents,  if  the  necessary  concurrence  can  be  obtained  that  all  the  foreign 
quarters  shall  be  united  under  one  municipal  system.*' 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  1  consulted  with  their  excellencies 
the  British,  Russian,  and  French  ministers,  and  addressed  to  Mr.  Cunningham 
the  following  letter  as  the  result  of  that  consultation : 

**  Legation  of  the  UNrreD  States, 

*' Peking,  May  9,  1863. 
'*SiR  :  I  had  the  honor  to  iDform  you  yesterday  that  I  had  ooosulted  with  their  ez.^el- 
leodes  Sir  Fred.  Bruce  and  Colonel  Ballursseck  in  relation  to  muoicipal  regulations  for 
Shanghai,  and  that  they  had  BBScotod  to  the  principles  as  biiefiy  stated  in  your  letter  of 
April  16,  1863,  as  a  proper  foundation  for  a  muoicipal  f^ystem. 

'*  I  have  now  to  inform  you  that  I  have  consult^  with  his  excellency  Mr.  Berthing,  and 
that  he  cordially  agrees  to  the  same,  and  will  unite  in  recommending  such  a  system  to  the 
Chinese  government 

**  In  arranging  the  details  of  your  gystem,  it  is  suggested  that  great  care  should  be  taken 
to  conserve  the  feelings  and  interebts  of  the  different  nationalities,  to  the  end  that  future 
jealousies  may  be  prevented. 
"I  have  &c 

"  ANSON  BURLINGAME. 
»*  E.  CinmtaouAM,  Esq." 

I  hope  we  have  in  this  agreement  laid  the  foundation  of  a  municipal  system 
for  what  is  soon  to  be,  if  it  is  not  already,  the  largest  city  in  the  East. 

This  agreement  would  not  have  been  possible,  but  for  the  antecedent  agree- 
ment about  concession,  of  which  I  gave  an  account  in  despatch  No.  36. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSO:^  BDRLIJjelME. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 


Mr,  Buriingame  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  38.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking,  May  16,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  Novem- 
ber 24,  1862,  (No.  21,)  commending  Colonel  Raasloff,  charge  d'affaires  of  Den- 
mark, to  my  good  offices,  both  on  account  of  his  per8onaL%ni..i:^preafintatiYe 
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character.  I  at  once  addressed  a  letter  to  him  at  Tientsin,  through  Mr.  Pome- 
roy,  our  consul,  inviting  him  to  hecome  my  guest  while  he  should  remain  in 
Peking. 

Accidentally  informing  Sir  Frederick  Bruce  of  what  I  had  done,  he  informed 
me  that  he  had  sent  hordes  for  him  to  Tangchaw ;  and  that  he  would  take  it  as 
a  kindness  on  my  part,  if  I  would,  considering  the  relation  of  England  and 
Denmark  by  the  marriage  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  the  Princess  Alexandra, 
yield  up  Colonel  Raasloff  as  his  guest,  which  I  most  readily,  under  the  circum- 
atances,  did. 

The  first  notice  we  had  of  his  arrival  at  Tientsin  was  from  the  quite  angry 
despatch  marked  A,*  addressed  to  the  different  legations  by  Prince  Kuug.  I 
immediately  addressed  to  the  Prince  the  note  marked  B.  While  we  were  dis- 
cussing the  matter  I  went  one  day  to  the  foreign  office,  where,  to  my  surprise, 
I  found  Colonel  Raasloff  and  suite.  It  seems  the  guide,  an  English  soldier, 
lost  himself,  and  the  colonel,  after  riding  round  in  the  dust  for  two  or  three 
hours,  saw  an  old  man  in  a  large  mandarin  cart,  and,  not  knowing  who  he  was, 
presented  his  card  in  Chinese  to  him.  The  old  man  turned  out  to  be  Chung- 
lung,  one  of  the  chief  officers  of  the  empire,  who  instantly  conducted  the  col- 
onel to  the  foreign  office,  where  I  fortunately  happened  to  anive  about  the  same 
time.  I  made  the  necessary  explanations,  when,  after  a  hearty  laugh,  the  ques- 
tion of  irregularity  in  arriving  was  waived.  The  colonel  has  entered  upon  his 
negotiations  under  the  most  happy  auspices,  the  singular  event  on  his  arrival 
being  one  of  them,  and  I  have  no  doubt  will  negotiate  a  treaty  which  will  be 
satisfactory.  We  are  all  but  too  happy  to  aid  him,  not  only  because  of  the 
instructions  from  our  respective  governments,  but  because  of  the  interest  he  has 
awakened  in  us  by  his  rare  personal  qualities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


To  Prince  Kung,  Chief  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs : 

I  regret  that  anything  should  have  occurred  to  prejudice  the  interests  of  Den- 
mark and  China  by  a  misunderstanding  of  the  purposes  of  Colonel  Raasloff. 
I  am  instructed  by  my  government  to  show  him  every  attention,  and  to  aid  him 
in  every  friendly  office.  If  I  understand  it,  he  merely  desires  to  make  a  com- 
mercial treatv,  and  I  am  sui*e  he  could  not  consciously  do  anything  to  defeat 
so  good  an  object.  He  comes  to  Peking  as  the  guest  of  the  foreign  legations, 
but  not  with  a  view  to  wound  your  just  rights  by  any  violation  of  your  ancient 
usages. 
"\^  ANSON  BURLINGAME. 


Mr.  Burlingame  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  39.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking,  May  18,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Lu,  the  governor  of  Kiangsee, 
refused  to  receive  a  letter  from  George  F.  Seward,  esq.,  our  consul  at  Shanghai, 
for  the  reason  that  he  (Seward)  was  not  of  equal  rank. 

o  I  find  that  I  have  not  the  despatch  translated,  but  w!U  send  it  by  the  n^xt  mail.  It 
made  objection  to  Colonel  Raasloff,  because  he  did  not  come  to  Peking  in  the  usual  form. 
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The  superintendent  of  trade,  Seik,  is  bj  position  above  the  rank  of  consul, 
and  below  that  of  minister,  and  when  he  chooses,  may  refuse  to  correspond 
with  either.  The  French,  Pi-ussian,  Spanish,  and  Belgian  governments  have 
conferred  upon  their  consuls  the  title  of  consuls  general,  to  meet  these  and 
other  difficulties. 

The  English  government  is  about  to  do  the  same.  I  would  suggest  that  it 
would  be  wise  to  confer  the  same  rank  upon  our  most  worthy  consul,  Mr. 
Seward.  This  it  appears  may  be  done,  according  to  the  3d  section  of  the 
article  of  Congress,  approved  August  18,  1856,  where  it  is  provided  that  if  the 
President  "shall  think  the  public  interests  will  be  subserved  by  appointing  to 
any  such  port  or  place  a  consul  general,  instead  of  a  consul  or  commercial 
agent,  an  appointment  shall  be  made  accordingly/' 

The  reasons  for  doing  it,  in  this  case,  are  so  obvious  that  I  am  sure  nothing 
more  is  necessary  than  to  call  the  attention  of  the  President  to  them,  to  secure 
early  and  favorable  action. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  rf  Stat^,  ^c. 


Mr,  Burlingame  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  41.]  Legation  of  the  United  States,         ^ 

Peking,  June  11,  1863. 
Sir  :  Perceiving  in  the  English  papers  by  the  last  mail  that  numerous  steam> 
ers  now  building  in  England  were  said  to  be  for  the  Emperor  of  China,  I  felt  it 
to  be  my  duty  at  once  to  inquire  of  Prince  Kung  what  truth  there  was  in  these 
statements. 

He  informed  me  that  eight  steamers,  most  of  them  very  small,  had  been  pur- 
chased; that  these  constituted  what  is  called  the  Osburn  Flotilla,  and  were  all 
that  had  been,  or  would  be,  contracted  for. 

These,  he  said,  all  left  England  some  time  since,  and  were  now  expected  in 
China.  ,' 

He  could  not  give  me  then:  names,  but  I  will  ascertain  them,  and  acquaint! 
you  by  the  next  mail.  v^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Burlingame  to  Mr.  Seioard. 

No.  42.]  Legation  of  the  Umted  States, 

Peking,  June  20,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  despatch  No.  18,  of  June  2,  1862,  I  had  the  honor  to  write,  "if  the 
treaty  powers  could  agree  among  themselves  to  the  neutrality  of  China,  and  to- 
gether secure  order  in  the  treaty  ports,  and  give  their  moral  support  to  that  party 
in  China,  in  favor  of  order,  the  interests  of  humanity  would  be  subserved." 

Upon  my  arrival  at  Peking,  I  at  once  elaborated  my  views,  and  found,  upon 
comparing  them  with  those  held  by  the  representatives  of  England  and  Russia, 
that  they  were  in  accord  with  theirs.  After  mature  deliberation,  we  determined 
to  consult  and  co-operate  upon  all  questions.    The  first  practij[;^^Jiaes^on,arose: 


^ 
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when  the  regulations  for  trade  on  the  Yangtzekiang  were  to  be  considered ;  to 
these  we  agreed. 

The  2d  in  relation  to  General  Burgevine,  (of  which  I  shall  write  in  a  sepa- 
rate despatch.) 

The  3d  had  reference  to  the  dbctnne  of  concessions  in  the  treaty  ports ;  the 
4th  relates  to  municipal  regulations  for  Shanghai;  of  the  3d  and  4th  I  have 
already  written.     The  5th  to  demand  of  the  French  government  in  Kweichan. 

Since  our  agreement  thus  to  act  together,  the  French  minister,'  Mr.  Berthemy, 
has  arrived,  and  enters  most  heartily  into  the  policy  of  co-operation. 

Preliminary  to  entering  into  thorough  co-operation,  I  held  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  ascertain  the  ulterior  purposes  of  the  treaty  powers,  having,  by  position  and 
trade,  a  leading  place  in  China. 

I  found  Mr.  Balluzeck,  the  Kussian  minister,  prompt  to  answer,  in  the  spirit 
of  the  Russian  treaty,  that  his  government  did  not  desire  to  menace,  at  any 
time,  the  territorial  integrity  of  China,  but,  on  the  contrary,  wished  to  bring  it 
more  and  more  into  the  family  of  nations,  subject,  in  its  relation  with  foreign 
powers,  to  the  obligations  of  international  law.  That  he  was  but  too  happy  to 
co-operate  in  a  policv  that  would  engraft  western  upon  eastern  civilization,  with- 
out a  disruption  of  the  Chinese  Empire. 

With  Sir  Frederick  Bmce,  the  British  minister,  my  conversations  were  elabo- 
\    rate  and  exhaustive. 
-^^    I  said  to  him,  frankly,  that  we  represented  the  first  trading  powers  here,  and 
that  our  interests  were  identical,  and  I  was  ready,  not  only  from  individual  de- 
sire, but  because  of  the  wishes  of  my  government,  to  co-operate  with  him. 

He  met  me  in  a  large  and  generous  spirit,  and  said  that  he  had  ever  desired 
to  co-operate  with  the  other  treaty  powers,  and  pointed  out  in  his  despatches  to 
his  government  the  evidences  of  such  desires,  and  expressed  his  delight  that 
the  representative  of  the  United  States  should  hold  views  so  co-incident  with 
his  own.  I  said  to  him,  that  while  I  paid  full  homage  to  the  energy  of  his  gov- 
ernment in  opening  China,  and 'for  affording  protection  to  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  still  I  felt,  looking  to  British  antecedents,  a  little  distrust  about 
the  future ;  that  our  trade  by  the  way  of  California  was  increasing,  and  I  felt 
anxious  about  its  future  condition. 

I  illustrated  my  views  of  distrust  by  reference  to  the  controlling  influence  of 
the  British  in  the  custom-house,  and  in  the  pretensions  set  up  by  his  country- 
men in  the  treaty  ports  in  favor  of  territorial  concessions. 

He  agreed  with  me  that  the  sensitiveness  was  natural,  and  replied  that  he 
would  be  pleased  to  remove  every  ground  for  it.  He  said  that  circumstances, 
more  than  design,  had  given  the  English  the  seeming  control  of  affairs  a't  the 
treaty  ports;  that,  in  the  first  place,  the  English  trade  was  very  large;  and 
besides,  from  long  connexion  with  the  East,  many  of  his  countrymen  had  ac- 
quired knowledge  of  the  Cliinese  language,  and  when  persons  were  wanted  it 
was  natural  that  those  most  qualified  in  that  respect  should  be  selected.  He 
pointed  out  that  long  ago  he  had  recommended  that  the  custom-house  should  be 
put  upon  a  cosmopolitan  footing,  and  that  Mr.  Lay,  who  was  at  the  head  of  it, 
had  endeavored  to  carry  out  his  views.  I  must  admit  that  in  this  he  was 
right. 

I  was  applied  to  by  the  Chinese,  through  their  employ^,  Mr.  Hart,  then  at 
the  head  of  the  customs,  for  Americans  to  fill  places,  but  I  could  not  find  any 
who  had  studied  Chinese. 

One  of  the  first  places  in  the  Chinese  service  was  tendered  to  our  consul,  Mr. 
Seward,  but  he  could  not,  he  thought,  with  justice  to  his  own  government,  ac- 
cept it.  If  we  had  had  a  school  for  interpreters,  our  proper  influence  would 
have  been  far  greater  than  it  is  now.  Besides,  the  English  have  been  compelled 
to  defend  the  treaty  ports  without  any  assistance  from  us,  and  we  have  enjoyed 
the  fruits  of  that  protection.     But,  in  the  face  of  thescL^byipj^s  Jaoi^Sif  JTred- 
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erick  admitted  that  it  was  not  in  the  interest  of  England  to  hold  a  position 
which  gave  her  no  special  privileges,  and  subjected  her  needlessly  to  the  crit- 
icisras  of  the  other  treaty  powers,  and  therefore  he  was  willing  to  have  any  ar- 
rangements made  by  which  she  would  not  be  put  in  a  false  position. 

He  did  not  wish,  as  far  as  he  was  concerned,  that  English  \)fficer8  should  lead 
against  the  Taipings.  He  prefers  that  the  Chinese  should  employ,  for  purposes 
of  drill  and  discipline,  men  from  the  smaller  states  of  Europe,  and  that  I  might 
rely  upon  it  that  he  would  do  all  he  could  to  relieve  England  from  the  charge 
of  being  the  "great  bully"  of  the  East;  to  relieve  her  "from  the  dilemma  of 
being  forced  by  local  clamor  to  commit  acts  of  violence,  which,  though  in  ac- 
cordance with  past  usage,  and  perhaps  justified  by  our  (their)  former  situation, 
do  not  fail  to  jar  unpleasantly  on  the  conscience  of  England  and  of  the  civilized 
world."  The  force  policy  was  wrong,  and  he  was  certain  that  his  government 
had  had  enough  of  wars  brought  about  through  hasty  action  of  men  in  the  East 
not  under  the  sway  of  large  ideas.  He  was  for  a  change  of  policy.  To  show 
me  that  he  did  not  wish  to  have  an  English  officer  at  the  head  of  the  Ward 
force,  he  showed  me  that  he  himself  had  urged  the  appointment  of  General 
Burgevine,  an  American — a  fact  I  did  not  know  when  I  wrote  my  despatch 
No.  — ,  or  I  should  have  given  him  the  credit  which  was  his  due;  and  when 
Governor  Li  and  Tackee  conspired  to  put  Burgevine  out  of  the  force,  (of  which 
I  shall  write  fully,)  I  must  say  that  the  most  determined  man  for  his  restoration 
was  Sir  Frederck,  on  the  broad  ground  that  it  was  not  good  policy  to  have  an 
Englishman  at  the  head  of  that  force.  When  I  raised  an  objection  to  the  so- 
called  concessions,  and  presented  my  argument  against  them,  he  fully  concurred 
with  me,  and  scouted  the  whole  doctrine  as  dangerous ;  and  to  stop  all  preten- 
sions on  the  part  of  his  people,  he  wrote  those  very  able  lelters  to  his  consul  at 
Shanghai  which  I  send  in  despatch  No.  — . 

In  all  our  conversations  he,  with  great  force,  urged  the  adoption  of  a  co-oper- 
ative policy  in  China,  and,  as  a  representative  of  the  largest  trading  power  here, 
Baid  that  he  was  willing  to  lead  in  a  liberal  direction.  Indeed,  so  striking  were 
his  views,  and  so  in  contrast  to  what  had  hitherto  been  the  English  policy,  and 
so  in  accordance  were  they  with  the  policy  strongly  urged  by  me  before  I  came 
to  Peking,  that  I  expressed  a  warm  desire  that  he  would  present  them  to  his 
government,  that  they  might  become  the  basis  of  our  future  co-operation.  He 
accordingly  wrote  the  powerful  despatch  marked  A,  which  he  communicated  to 
me  for  my  private  use,  and  which,  with  his  permission,  I  send  to  you  confi- 
dentially, with  the  most  positive  request  that  it  is  not  to  appear  until  it  is  first 
published  in  England. 

Upon  this  frank  avowal  of  the  policy  of  England,  it  would  be  impossible  to 
refuse  co-operation.  The  Russian  minister  and  myself,  both  concurred  in  the 
view  that  the  position  of  Sir  Frederick  was  just  what  we  desired,  and  we  hailed 
with  delight  its  avowal.  The  French  minister,  Mr.  Berthemy,  agrees  with  us. 
Being  a  broad  and  experienced  statesman,  he  at  once  saw  the  advantage  that 
would  flow  from  the  casting  down  of  all  jealousies,  and  by  a  co-operation  on 
every  material  question  in  China.  Indeed  he  has  realized  largely  the  advantages 
of  such  action ;  the  French  charge  d'affaires,  before  him,  acting  upon  the  old- 
school  policy  of  antagonizing  everybody,  thus  causing  the  Chinese  to  believe 
that  we  were  divided  among  ourselves,  for  one  year  failed  to  get  justice  from  the 
Chinese  government,  where  it  was  due,  in  a  case  in  which  we  were  all  interested. 
The  case  was  briefly  this :  A  French  priest  with  a  passport  was  put  to  death 
with  circumstances  of  unusual  cruelty,  by  a  high  Chinese  official  in  the  pro\'ince 
of  Kweichan.     Satisfaction  was  demanded,  but  no  result  obtained. 

The  moment  Mr.  Berthemy  came  he  frankly  communicated  the  facts  to  his 
colleagues,  who  made  common  cause  with  him,  and  in  a  few  weeks  this  ques- 1 
tiou,  menacing  war  under  other  arrangemsnts,  was  settled,  to  the  credit  of  Mr. 
Berthemy,  and  in  the  interests  of  all  the  treaty  powers.  C^ooalp 
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The  policy  upon  which  we  are  agreed  is  brieflj  this  :  that  while  we  claim  our 
treaty  right  to  buy  and  sell,  and  hire,  in  the  treaty  ports,  subject,  in  respect  to 
our  rights  of  property  and  person,  to  the  jurisdiction  of  our  own  governments, 
we  will  not  ask  for,  nor  take  concessions  of,  territory  in  the  treaty  ports,  or  in 
any  way  interfere  with  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Chinese  government  over  its  own 
people,  nor  ever  menace  the  territorial  integrity  of  the  Chinese  empire.  That 
we  will  not  take  part  in  the  internal  struggles  in  China,  beyond  what  is  necessary 
to  maintain  our  treaty  rights.  That  the  latter  we  will  unitedly  sustain  against 
all  who  may  violate  them.  To  this  end  we  are  now  clear  in  the  policy  of  de- 
fending the  treaty  ports  against  the  Taipings,  or  rebels ;  but  in  such  a  way  as 
not  to  make  war  upon  that  considerable  body  of  the  Chinese  people,  by  follow- 
ing them  into  the  interior  of  their  country.  In  this  connexion,  while  we  feel 
desirous,  from  what  we  know  of  it,  to  have  the  rebellion  put  down,  still  we 
have  become  to  question  the  policy  of  lending  government  officers  to  lead  the 
Chiiiese  in  the  field,  for  fear  of  complications  among  ourselves,  growing  out  of 
the  relative  number  to  be  employed,  &c.  That  while  we  wish  to  give  our 
moral  support  to  the  government,  at  the  present  time  the  power  in  the  country, 
which  seems  disposed  to  maintain  order  and  our  treaty  rights,  we  should  prefer 
that  it  would  organize  its  own  people,  as  far  as  possible,  for  its  own  defence, 
taking  only  foreigners  for  instruction  in  the  arts  of  peace  and  war,  and  these,  as 
far  as  possible,  from  the  smaller  treaty  powers. 

To  maintain  the  revenue  laws  of  the  government,  to  relieve  the  treaty  powers 
from  the  bui*dens  attending  the  suppression  of  piracy  along  the  coast,  the 
Chinese  government  has  been  persuaded  to  purchase  several  small  war  steamers, 
and  to  man  them  temporarily  with  foreigners.  This  fleet  is  coming  out  under 
the  command  of  Thei*vard  Osburne,  and  is  manned  chiefly  by  English  sailors, 
with  the  understanding  that  it  is  a  temporary  arrangement ;  and  that,  too,  is  to 
become  cosmopolitan ;  and  on  the  idea  that  we  are  to  co-operate  upon  all  ques- 
tions in  China,  no  special  objection  is  made  to  the  force  by  the  other  treaty 
powers.  I  confess  that  I  should  be  pleased,  were  it  more  cosmopolitan  now, 
but  it  was  arranged  before  I  came  out,  and  before  the  above  policy  was  de- 
veloped and  agreed  upon. 

While  Sir  Frederick  Bruce  shall  remain,  or  while  the  policy  now  agreed  upon 
shall  be  maintained,  no  harm  can  come  from  it. 

That  the  indemnity  may  be  collected  and  accounted  for,  and  that  the  Chinese 
government  may  have  a  fund  to  maintain  a  national  force,  organized  upon 
European  principles ;  that  the  local  authorities  may  be  checked  in  their  corrupt 
practices,  and  a  uniform  system  for  the  collection  of  the  revenue  maintained, 
it  is  agreed  on  all  hands  that  the  present  foreign  custom-house  system  is  the 
best  as  yet  devised,  and,  as  it  has  been  administered  by  Mr.  Lay,  entitled  to 
cor  support.  Indeed  it  is  alone  through  such  instrumentalities  that  we  can 
hope  to  advance  in  the  cause  of  civilization  in  China.  As  Su:  Frederick  states, 
there  can  be  nothing  more  unmeaning  than  antagonism  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  in  China.  I  need  not  attempt  to  prove  the  advantages 
which  must  flow  from  co-operation ;  that  we  should  oo  so,  all  must  admit.  By 
the  favored-nation  clause  in  the  treaties,  no  nation  can  gain,  by  any  sharp  act 
of  diplomacy,  any  privilege  not  secured  to  all. 

The  curcumstances  conspire  to  make  this  a  fortunate  movement  in  which  to 
inau^rate  the  co-operative  policy. 

The  treaty  powers  are  represented  here  by  men  of  modem  ideas ;  by  men 
who,  in  this  land,  where  everything  is  to  be  done,  do  not  choose  to  embarmss 
each  other  by  sowing  distrust  in  the  Chinese  mind,  but  who,  with  an  open  policy 
and  common  action,  deepen  each  other's  confidence  and  win  the  respect  of  the 
Chinese.  That  the  too  sanguine  hopes  in  relation  to  China  of  our  more  ad- 
vanced civilization  mav  be  fully  realized  by  any  action  we  may  take,  ought 
not  to  be  expected.    The  peculiar  people  we  are  among  must  be  remembered ; 
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how  hoary  is  their  civilization,  and  how  proud  they  are,  and  how  ignorant  of 
us  they  have  always  been,  and  how  little  their  knowledge  of  some  of  us,  has 
tended  to  create  in  their  minds  a  desire  for  a  change.  Their  government  ia 
good  in  theory,  but  not  now  well  administered.  The  people  are  free  to  license, 
and,  as  in  our  own  country,  we  find  a  portion  of  them  in  rebellion,  because  they 
have  felt  too  little  the  influence  of  the  central  government. 

The  trouble  here  now  is,  that  we  are  dealing  with  a  regency  which,  in  a  few 
years,  must  hand  over  its  doings  to  the  Emperor  and  those  he  may  call  around 
nun.  The  regency  dare  not  depart  in  the  smallest  particular  from  the  old  tradi- 
tions, and  yet  these  will  not  do  for  these  times.  They  are  distnistful  of  U8> 
and  are  afraid  of  their  censors  and  distant  local  authorities.  Besides,  there  is 
a  large  anti-foreign  party  here.  There  are  members  of  the  foreign  board  who, 
if  left  to  themselves,  would  at  once  place  China  in  perfect  international  relations 
with  us;  but  sitting  with  them  are  spies,  who  paralyze  them  in  their  action  with 
us,  to  fall,  as  they  frequently  do,  far  short  of  their  promises.  In  their  weak- 
ness they  resort  to  tergiversations  to  such  an  extent  as  to  invito  menace,  and  to 
cause  us,  in  our  passionate  modes,  almost  to  despair  of  holding,  with  dignity^ 
any  relations  at  all  with  them.  Our  only  hope  is  in  forbearance  and  perfect  union 
among  ourselves ;  if  these  are  maintained,  and  our  government  sustains  us  in  J 
the  policy  we  have  adopted,  I  cannot  but  be  hopeful  of  the  future,  and  feel 
that  a  great  step  has  been  taken  in  the  right  direction  in  China. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State ,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Mr,  Burlingame  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  43.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

PekiTig,  June  21,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  correspondence  between  Colonel  Bal- 
luzeck,  the  Russian  minister,  and  myself,  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  for  St« 
Petersburgh.     The  cordiality  of  the  relations  it  discloses  will,  1  hope,  not  be 
distasteful  to  the  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Colonel  Balluzeck  to  Mr,  Burlingame, 

Legation  of  Russia  in  China, 

Peking,  June  1,  1863. 

Mr.  Minister  :  I  have  the  honor  of  announcing  to  you  that  his  Majesty  the 
Emperor,  my  augrust  master,  having  deigned  to  accord  me  authority  to  return 
to  Kussia,  I  leave  shortly  my  post  of  representative  of  his  Majesty  in  China, 
and  that  Mr.  de  Glinka,  secretary  of  this  legation,  remains  charge  d'afi&iires  of 
the  Emperor  at  Peking  until  the  arrival  of  my  successor. 

Permit  me  to  express  here  the  hope  that  your  excellency  will  continue  to  ac- 
cord to  Mr.  Glinka  the  same  warm  regard  that  I  have  constantly  received  from 
you,  and  to  manifest  the  wish  that  you  may  be  well  persuaded  that  the  remem- 
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braDce  of  the  amicable  relations  which  have  not  ceased  to  exist  between  us 
will  always  be  precious  to  me. 

I  desire  earnestly  that  our  personal  connexions,  in  losing  their  official  char- 
acter, may  not  be  entirely  brokei ;  and  it  is  in  this  thought  that  I  renew,  Mr. 
Minister,  the  expression  of  the  very  high  consideration  with  which  I  liavc  the 
honor  to  be,  of  your  excellency,  the  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

L.  D.  BALLUZECK. 

Anson  Burlinuamb,  Esq.",  ^.,  4^»  4^- 


Mr.  Burlingame  to  Mr.  Balluzeck, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Ptkivg,  June  2,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  June  1, 
informing  me  that  you  ore  about  to  take  your  departure  from  your  diplomatic 

fost,  and  that  Mr.  dc  Glinka  will,  as  charg6  d'affaires,  remain  as  your  successor, 
assure  you,  my  dear  colleague,  that  I  learn  of  your  depai'ture  with  regret. 

Deeply  moved  by  the  struggle  for  liberty  in  my  own  country,  it  was  natural, 
when  i  came  here,  that  I  should  eagerly  seek  for  companionship  the  representa- 
tive of  that  power  which  has,  by  its  sincere  and  persistent  friendship,  entitled 
itself  to  the  first  gratitude  of  every  American.  I  found  what  I  expected  in  the 
representative  of  the  Russian  empire,  and  more.  I  found  a  man  deeply  appre- 
ciative of  the  cause  of  our  struggle,  and  with  strong  desire  for  its  removal. 

With  rare  capacity  you  traced  the  sympathy  of  our  great  nations  to  the  fact 
that,  at  the  same  time,  in  different  ways,  they  are  moving  for  the  freedom  of 
our  fellow-men.  My  elder  in  this  difficult  diplomatic  field,  I  have  ever  found 
you  a  safe  adviser;  I  cannot  recall  one  question  upon  which  we  have  differed. 
It  has  been  our  good  fortune,  largely  through  your  influence,  to  witness  a  union 
of  the  treaty  powers  in  the  interest  of  civilization  in  the  East. 

In  the  presence  of  an  open  and  fair  policy,  these  powers  have  disavowed  any 
purpose  of  seeking  special  priviloges,  and  have  united  in  a  policy  which  secures 
the  territorial  integrity  of  the  Chinese  empire.  Of  our  personal  relations  I  need 
not  write.  They  have  been  unusually  intimate,  and  to  mo  most  gratifying; 
and  I  reciprocate  most  warmly  the  hope  you  express,  that  our  personal  may 
not  end  with  our  official  relations. 
I  have  ccc 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 

His  Excellency  Colonel  L.  de  Balluzzeck. 


Mr.  Burlingame  to  Mr.  Servard. 

No.  44.]  Legation  ok  the  United  States, 

Peking,  June  23,  1863. 
Sir:  You  are  aware  from  my  previous  despatches  that  when  General" 
,  ^       Ward  was  killed,  General  Burgevine,  the  next  in  command  of  the  force,  was, 
through  the  efforts  of  Vice-Admiral  Sir  James  Hope,  Sir  Frederick  Bruce, 
V    *•  the  British  minister,  as  I  now  leani,  and  myself,  put  in  his  place.     The  pe- 

cuniary affairs  of  the  force  under  Ward  were  not  in  first-rate  condition,  from 
x^  the  fact  that  he  left  them  entirely  to  the  hands  of  the  local  Chinese  officials. 

When  General  Burgevine  took  the  command  he  undertook  to  reform  its 
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affairs.  This  conduct  on  his  part  at  once  raised  the  indignation  of  the  corrupt 
Chiuese  officials  who  had  been  making  money  out  of  the  Chinese  government 
io  the  name  of  the  Ward  force,  and  they  formed  a  conspiracy  to  put  him  out. 
He  was  nominally  under  the  military  direction  of  Governor  Li,  who  ordered 
him,  without  preparation,  to  attack  Nanking;  this  he  could  not  do,  as  the 
authorities  would  not  aid  with  supplies.  At  last,  the  men  of  the  force,  without 
pay,  became  mutinous,  and  threatened  their  Chinese  leaders  with  death.  Bur- 
gevine  kept  them  together.  Takee,  whose  business  it  was  to  supply  money, 
foiled  to  do  it;  but,  under  the  fear  of  the  force,  promised  General  Burgevine 
that  if  he  would  come  to  Shanghai  he  should  have  the  money  to  pay  the  force. 
The  money  was  there  delivered  to  the/ general,  and  he  paid  the  troops  with  it ; 
but  after  it  was  delivered,  Takee,  who  is  thought  to  be  anything  but  honest, 
intending  to  have  a  rupture  with  Burgevine,  insulted  him  in  the  most  gross 
manner,  to  such  a  degree  that  Burgevine,  though  a  mild  man,  lost  control  of 
himself  and  struck  him.  This  was  all  Takee  wislied.  Burgevine  was  instantly 
denounced  as  a  robber  of  public  money,  a  reward  of  50,000  taels  was  offered  for 
hid  head,  and  every  conceivable  charge  made  against  him ;  and  though  the  force 
wished  to  defend  him  against  these  men,  he  would  not  permit  ft,  but  appealed 
at  once  to  Peking.  Before  I  learned  these  facts,  I  received  from  Prince  Kung 
a  despatch,  marked  A,  in  which  all  manner  of  charges  are  made  against  General 
Burgevine.  In  a  short  time  I  received  General  Burgevine's  statement,  with  evi- 
dence to  sustain  it,  covering  forty  or  fifty  pages.  I  at  once  had  it  translated 
and  sent  to  the  Prince,  with  a  letter,  marked  B,  in  which  I  did  not  claim  any 
right  to  have  General  Burgevine  restored  to  the  command,  or  to  interfere  in 
their  affairs,  but  expressed  the  hope  that,  when  he  should  examine  the  facts, 
he  would  not  permit  one  who  had  so  long,  and,  I  believed,  honestly  served  the 
Chinese  government,  to  be  lost  to  it;  that  I  was  sorry  he  did  not  wait,  befote 
publishing  his  despatch,  to  hear  Burgevine's  story,  &c.  As  to  the  claim  he 
made  to  try  General  Burgevine  by  Chinese  law,  1  utterly  denied  his  right  to 
do  so,  and  informed  him  that  no  citizen  of  the  United  States  could  be  tried  but 
by  the  consuls  of  his  country,  and  according  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 
General  Burgevine  came  to  Peking.  After  a  grea^t  many  conferences  with  the 
members  of  the  government,  and  a  great  many  explanations,  the  government 
was  convinced  that  the  general  had  been  wronged,  and  undertook  to  restore  him 
to  the  command. 

My  colleagues  became  as  much  interested  in  his  case  as  I  was,  and  unite^W'^ 
sustained  him. 

Sir  Frederick  Bruce  wrote,  after  a  full  examination  of  the  evidence,  the  letter 
marked  C,  which  disproves  the  charges  which  had  been  brought  against  him. 
In  my  interview  I  learned  that  all  power  in  the  south  along  the  Yangtsze  had 
been  given  to  Changkwokfau,  and  that  Governor  Li,  an  able  Chinese,  was  a 
creature  of  his,  and  the  sum  to  do  was  to  restore  Burgevine  without  offending 
these  local  authorities.  It  was  then  understood  that  what  had  been  said  on 
both  sides  should  go  for  nothing,  and  that  I  should  write  a  request  that  Burge- 
vine should  be  restored,  and  if  restored,  that  he  would  try  to  make  things  go 
smoothly;  that  they  would  reply  in  a  letter,  which  would  "save  the  faces,"  as 
they  called  it,  of  the  local  authorities,  and  that  they  would  send  an  officer  with 
General  Burgevine  to  explain  privately  to  Governor  Li  why  the  general  should 
be  restored.  1  wrote  the  letter  marked  D,  and  they  responded  in  the  letter 
marked  E.  General  Burgevine  proceeded  to  Shanghai,  accompanied  by  an 
officer,  but  upon  his  arrival  it  was  found  impossible  to  secure  his  restoration; 
and  the  government,  to  conceal  their  weakness  with  their  local  authonties,  tried 
to  cover  their  failure  by  pretending  that  they  had  new  charges,  which  they 
made  in  the  despatch  marked  F.  When  they  found  that  I  would  not  permit 
such  charges  to  go  unchallenged,  and  that  I  required  proof  of  them,  they  then 
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changed  again,  and  in  private  admitted  that  they  knew  Burgevine  was  innocents 
bnt  that  thej  were  afraid  to  do  him  justice  because  of  the  local  authorities.  I 
then  said  if  the  local  authorities  were  stronger  than  they  were,  then  I  must  see 
them.  I  only  desired  to  know  where  the  government  of  Ohina  was.  They 
then  said  if  General  Burgevine  would  go  to  Shanghai  and  relieve  his  character 
from  the  charges  in  relation  to  accounts,  they  would  fulfil  their  promise.  I  con- 
sented to  this.  They  changed  again,  and  said  a  witness  had  arrived  who  would 
meet  Burgevine  face  to  face,  and  that  he  need  not  go  to  Shanghai.  I  assented 
to  this ;  but  before  the  day  of  meeting  they  refused  to  permit  General  Burgevine 
to  meet  the  witness. 

I  found  that  the  witness  was  Seih,  late  superintendent  of  trade  at  Shanghai, 
and  that  he  pretended  to  have  new  charges.  I  objected  to  his  proceeding  with 
them  in  the  absence  of  General  Burgevine,  and  stated  that  if  he  did  I  would  not 
remain  He  did  not  proceed.  I  then  found  that  through  their  desire  to  please 
me,  and  their  fear  of  Ghangkwokfau  and  Governor  Li,  they  had  gotten  them- 
selves into  a  most  embarrassing  position.  I  then  said  to  them,  as  we  had 
discussed  the  question  for  weeks,  and  as  I  had  disproved  the  charges  again  and 
again,  that  I  imist  insist  upon  a  final  interview;  that  1  had  no  right  to  require 
that  they  should  employ  Burgevine — indeed  that  he  now  utterly  refused  to  be 
employed  by  them ;  but  that,  as  an  American  citizen's  reputation  was  dearer  to 
him  than  life,  it  was  my  right  and  my  duty  to  see  to  it,  that  the  charges  which 
had  been  disproved  to  the  satisfaction  not  only  of  myself,  but  of  all  my 
colleagues,  should  be  withdrawn. 

It  was  agreed  at  a  final  interview,  that  if  I  would  disclaim  the  right  to  have 
him  employed,  and  state  the  charges  which  had  been  made  against  him,  they 
should  be  withdrawn.  I  addressed  to  him  the  letter  marked  G,  to  which  I  re- 
ceived in  reply  the  letter  marked  H ;  which,  so  far  from  withdrawing  the  charges* 
reiterated  a  portion  of  them,  and  made  the  singular  statement  that  if  he  were 
innocent  they  would  not  hurt  him,  &c.  I  then  felt  that  it  was  necessary  to  end 
the  Bulnect  by  sending  a  kind  of  ultimatum^  which  I  did  in  letter  marked  I,  in 
which  1  stated  that  I  did  not  wish  to  discuss  the  subject  any  further,  but  that 
if  they  did  not  withdraw  the  charges  stated  in  a  former  despatch  within  two 
days,  I  should  take  it  for  granted  that  the  Chinese  government  refused  to  do 
justice,  and  should  tcd^e  such  action  as  the  case  required.  In  the  afternoon  of 
the  second  day  I  received  the  letter  marked  J,  in  which  the  charges  are  all 
withdrawn.  To  this  I  replied,  expressing  my  satisfaction,  in  a  letter  marked 
K.  Thus  ended  this  most  protracted  affair.  I  do  not  send  you  all  the  papers* 
for  they  would  make  a  volume,  but  content  myself  with  this  brief  history  of  the 
case,  and  with  sending  only  such  despatches  as  illustrate  it. 

The  result  is,  my  relations  are  better  than  ever  with  the  Chinese,  and  the 
whole  subject  of  employing  foreigners  has  been  considered  by  the  legations  at 
Peking,  and  the  conclusion  arrived  at,  that  we  do  not  think  it  wise  to  encourage 
our  people  in  putting  themselves  in  positions  where  they  may  be  subject  to  the 
grossest  injustice  from  the  Chinese,  and  become  the  cause  of  dangerous  com- 
plications among  ourselves. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


A. 


Prince  Kung  to  Mr,  Burlingame. 


Prince  Kung,  chief  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  communicates  the  following: 
On  the  4th  of  this  moon  (January  22,  1863,)  a  communication  was  receired 
from  Id,  the  governor  of  Kiang  Su,  in  which  he  states  the  following:  j^-^ 
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Some  time  ago  I  ordered  the  "  Ever- Conquering  Legion"  (Ward's  men)  to 
join  the  imperial  armj,  and,  in  conjunction  with  it,  be  ready  for  an  attack 
on  Nanking.  Bui^vine  had  gone  lo  Ningpo  to  bring  nis  troops,  butr 
unaccountablj,  did  not  make  his  appearance.  In  the  mean  time  I  was 
informed  by  Wu,  the  Taoutai  of  Susung,  (the  Taoutai  residing  in  Shanghai,) 
that  on  the  29th  of  the  10th  moon  (December  20,  1863,)  he,  the  Taoutai,  had 
brought  up  some  steamers  to  Chinkiang,  intending  to  wait  there  until  all 
the  troops  should  be  got  together,  and  then  start  at  once  to  attacdc 
Kiowfuchow.  At  that  time  Burgevine  had  already  returned  from  Ningpo 
to  Shanghai,  but  still  refused  to  obey  orders  to  join  the  imperial  troops, 
alleging  that  he  was  not  weU.  I  then  ordered  the  Taoutai  Wu,  and  officer 
Yangfung,  to  come  up  at  once  to  Chinkiang  with  the  rest  of  the  steamers. 
Soon  afterwards  I  received  a  communication  from  Fangchwanshu,  the  pre- 
fect of  Sungkiang,  in  which  he  states  the  following:  On  the  1 4th  of  the 
11th  moon,  (January  3,  1863,)  Burgevine  arrived  at  Sungkiang,  and  shut  the 
gates  of  the  city.  The  prefect  found  out  the  reason  why  Burgevine  did 
so  was  because  he  had  not  received  the  pay  due  his  troops,  and  that  he 
intended,  therefore,  to  pillage  the  city.  The  prefect  having  remonstrated  with 
him,  and  promised  that  he  would  get  at  once  the  pay  due  his  troops,  he  returned 
to  Shanghai. 

It  turned  out,  in  fact,  that  his  troops  had  received  their  pay  up  to  the  9th 
moon.  Moreover,  the  officer  Yangfung  promised  to  let  him  have  the  rest  of  the 
pay  immediately  on  his  starting  for  Nanking. 

Burgevine  flatly  refused  to  do  any  such  thing,  and  also  said  he  would  throw 
up  his  commission.  Yangfung  began  to  reason  with  him ;  but  he  left  him  in  a 
passion.  He  then  went  to  Sungkiang,  and  broaght  back  with  him  some  of  his 
armed  men,  with  whom  he  entered  the  dwelling  of  the  said  YangftJng  at 
Shanghai ;  made  a  violent  assault  on  the  latter,  striking  him  on  the  forehead, 
nose,  and  chest,  causing  him  thereby  tp  expectorate  blood  without  ceasing ;  and 
finally  seized  with  force  upon  treasure  found  in  Yangfung's  house,  amounting 
to  more  than  $40,000,  which  money  was  designed  to  be  paid  to  the  troops. 
All  these  facts  I  have  been  apprised  of  by  the  above-mentioned  prefect  of 
Sungkiang,  who  also  petitioned  me  that  I  would  arrest  Burgevine,  to  punish 
him  according  to  the  law.  Moreover,  I  am  informed  that  Taoutai  Wu  and 
officer  Yangfung  requested  General  Stavely  to  remonstrate  with  Burgevine  on 
his  conduct,  and  that  the  general  and  Consul  Medhurst  told  them  that  they  did 
inform  Burgevine  that  he  must  at  once  resign  his  command,  and  wait  until  his 
case  should  be  decided  by  the  Chinese  authorities.  Now,  it  appears  to  me  that 
Burgevine  being  in  the  Chinese  service,  and  having  also  obtained  an  official 
rank  (3d  degree)  from  the  Chinese  government,  and  hence  became  a  Chinese 
subject,  having  now  offended  against  law,  he  ought  of  course  to  be  dealt  with 
according  to  the  law  of  China.  Thus  far  the  statement  of  Gk)vemor  Li.  Prince 
Kung  finds  that  Burgevine  had  originally  a  command  in  the  "  Ever-Conquering 
Legion,"  under  the  authority  of  Ward.  As  to  Ward  himself,  it  is  well  known 
how  generously  the  Chinese  government  rewarded  him  for  his  exertions  and 
merits.  He  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  general ;  and  when  he  died  of  the  woimds 
received  in  battle,  the  governor  of  Kiang  Su  at  once  informed  his  imperial 
Majesty  of  it.  His  Majesty  graciously  conferred  upon  him  gi*eat  honors,  (post- 
humous,) and  in  an  edict  eulogized  him  in  a  manner  highly  conducive  to  his 
glory,  (Ward's.)  Now,  Burgevine,  being  already  an  officer  in  Ward's  army, 
was,  on  the  death  of  the  latter,  put  in  command  over  the  troops.  He  has 
already  been  raised  to  the  third  aegree.  This  being  the  case,  ne  ought,  of 
course,  to  treat  others  in  the  manner  he  has  been  treated,  be  ready  to  act  when- 
ever his  services  are  required,  and  be  obedient  to  orders.  But  instead  of  all 
this,  he  first  reftised  to  obey  the  order  given  him  to  proceed  to  Nanking ;  then 
made  an  outrageous  attack  on  a  fourth-rank  officer,  and  finally  seized  with  force 
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tipon  $40,000.  The  Prince  is  of  the  opinion  that  Burgevine,  being  now  a  Chi- 
nese subject,  and  having  offended  against  the  law  of  this  couutrj,  certainly 
onght  to  be  arrested  and  punished  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  China.  If  this 
shall  not  be  the  case,  then  there  could  be  no  impartial  application  of  the  law, 
both  of  foreign  countries  and  of  this  government  He  has  therefore  already 
transmitted  an  order  to  the  governor  of  Kiang  Su,  Lieh,  to  manage  in  one  way 
or  another  to  have  Burgevine  aiTcsted,  and  then  proceed  with  him  according  to 
law.  The  Prince  communicates  this  to  your  excellency,  and  begs  that  you 
would  instruct  the  American  consul  in  Shanghai  to  lend  nis  aid  in  the  arrest  of 
the  said  Burgevine,  so  that  he  might  be  brought  under  punishment. 

A  communication  to  his  excellencv  the  honorable  Anson  Burlingame,  minister 
plenipotentiary  and  envoy  extraominary  of  the  United  States  of  America  to 
China. 

The  7th  of  the  12th  moon,  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  Tungchi,  (January 
25,  1863.} 

B. 
Mr,  Burlingame  to  Prince  Kung. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  reference  to  the  communication  of  your 
Imperial  Highness  of  the  7th  of  the  12th  moon,  that  I  have  just  received  by 
mail  the  facts  in  i-elation  to  Burgevine,  as  stated  by  many  witnesses  at  Shang- 
hai ;  and  that  your  Highness  may  have  them,  I  send  herewith  a  Ml  translation 
of  them,  and  beg  to  say  that  I  find  a  vai'iance  from  the  statement  made  to  you 
by  Governor  Li ;  and  so  great  is  that  variance,  that  I  regret  that  your  Highness 
did  not,  before  sending  to  arrest  Burgevine,  wait  to  hear  from  him.  Surely  the 
man  who  had  built  up  Ward's  force  by  his  organizing  ability,  who  had  fought 
in  all  the  battles  with  that  force  with  success,  and  who  had  been  many  times 
greviously  wounded  in  the  Chinese  service,  was  entitled  to  less  summary  treat- 
ment. As  a  friend  of  the  Chinese  government,  desiring  to  see  the  rebelliou  put 
down  and  Ward's  force  kept  together,  I  recommended  Burgevine.  As  the 
English  had  Osburn  on  the  sea,  I  thought  it  was  fair  to  keep  an  American  at 
the  head  of  the  "  Ever-Conquering  Legion  "  on  the  land,  not  to  antagonize  the 
English,  for  we  are  friends,  and  have  a  common  interest  in  your  prosperity. 
Indeed,  Sir  James  Hope  was  the  first  to  recommend  Burgevine ;  and  Mr.  Bruce 
has  informed  me  that  he  approved  of  that  recommendation.  I  deeply  regret 
that  anything  should  have  occurred  to  destroy  our  hopes.  Though  1  disclaim 
any  right  to  interfere  in  your  affairs,  still  you  will  not  take  it  unkindly  from  a 
friend  if  I  expi-ess  the  hope  that  even  yet  the  difficulty  with  Burgevine  may  be 
arranged,  and  a  brave  and,  I  believe,  honest  officer  retained  in  the  Chinese  ser- 
vice. By  all  the  testimony,  his  affair  with  Takce  was  his  only  fault ;  and  but 
for  that  fault,  the  Chinese  force  would  have  been  dissolved.  A  short  time  since, 
Burgevine  seized  12,000  taels'  worth  of  contraband  arms  from  one  of  my  own 
countrymen  for  the  Chinese  government ;  and  when  the'  case  was  appealed  to 
me,  I  at  once  decided  that  the  arms  rightly  belonged  to  the  Chinese  government 
by  confiscation. 

Touching  the  question  of  punishment,  I  have  looked  caurefully  over  the  treaty, 
and  find  that  he  cannot  be  punished  except  by  his  own  consul,  and  according 
to  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  If  he  has  committed  any  offence,  he  will  cer- 
tainly be  punished  by  the  consul.  Your  Highness  mnst  see  that  the  doctrine 
claimed  by  Governor  Li  would  drive  every  foreigner  from  your  service,  both  in 
the  custom-house  and  army,  and  would  make  it  imposiible  for  us  to  assist  each 
other,  as  we  are  now  doing. 
I  have  ^cc 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 

Prince  KuNO,  Chitf  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affair*.    ■™"'  d'^ 
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C. 

JIfr.  Bruce  to  Prince  Kung, 

PiKDio,  AprU  2,  1863. 

Sir:  Some  time  since  yonr  Imperial  Highness  addressed  roe  a  despatch  on  the  steps 
taken  by  Chinese  authorities  at  Shanghai  with  respect  to  General  Burgevine.  Although  it 
Is  not  my  duty  to  take  any  part  in  the  discussion,  as  that  officer  is  not  English,  still  the 
great  interest  I  take  in  the  defence  of  Shanghai  and  in  the  pacification  of  the  country, 
and  a  desire  to  afford  to  your  Imperial  Highness  reliable  information,  led  me  to  inquire 
minutely  into  the  facts.  I  have  now  the  honor  to  state  the  conclusion  at  which  I  have 
arrived,  on  evidence  that  is  complete  and  satisfactory.  Putting  aside  the  circumstances 
and  details,  which  do  not  seriously  affect  the  case,  the  charges  of  importance  against 
General  Burgevine  are  reduced  to  two :  1st.  That,  in  spite  of  his  orders,  he  did  not  reallyi 
undertake  the  expedition  to  Nauking.  2d.  That  he  forcibly  carried  off  money  from  Takee,  \ 
and  violently  assaulted  him. 

On  the  first  head  I  have  to  state  that  I  have  the  evidence  of  Captain  Holland  to  prove 
that  the  Chinese  authorities  were  in  error  in  thinking  that  General  Burgevine  was  hanging 
back. 

The  English  military  and  naval  officers  had  objected  to  the  expedition,  on  the  gtormdi 
that  Bnrgevine's  troops  were  not  strong  enough  to  attack  the  plac^e  with  hopes  of  suocessj 
But  Bnrgevine's  opinion  was  different ;  and  they  had  yielded  to  his  representations,  ana 
were  furnishing  him  with  the  necessary  military  stores,  when  the  unfortunate  misunder- 
standing took  place  which  stopped  the  expedition,  with  its  hope  of  success.  Unfortunately 
the  Chinese  authorities  are  not  acquainted  with  the  wants  of  troops  that  have  to  move 
witii  artillery  and  stores;  and  no  doubt  they  thought  there  was  waste  of  time,  when  in 
fiujt  there  was  only  an  unavoidable  delay. 

On  the  second  point :  I  have  seen  the  letter  from  Takee  to  General  Burgevine,-  inform- 
ing him  that  the  money  was  ready  for  the  payment  of  the  troops,  and  asking  him  to  send 
men  to  receive  it.  I  have  the  evidence  of  Captain  Holland  and  others  that  the  troops, 
whose  pay  was  a  month  in  arrear,  and  who  receive  no  rations,  were  mutinous,  and  would 
have  proceeded  to  acts  of  violence  had  Burgevine  not  pledged  his  word  that  the  money 
should  be  paid.  I  Have  the  evidence  of  the  witnesses  who  were  present  that  the  money \ 
was  not  taken  forcibly,  but  was  paid  voluntarily.  It  was  afterward  that  Takee  applied \ 
terms  of  abuse  to  General  Burgevine,  so  great  and  disgraceful  that  the  latter  lost  his 
temper  and  struck  him.  The  general  regrets  that  he  did  so ;  but  the  person  to  blame  was 
Takee,  whose  conduct,  indeed,  in  the  whole  transaction,  was  disgraceful,  and  who  has 
done  gp-eat  injury  to  the  imperial  cause. 

In  conclusion,  I  can  state  that  I  have  formed  a  high  opinion  of  General  Bnrgevine's 
qualifications  for  the  post  he  occupies.  He  is  brave,  honest,  conciliatory  in  his  manner, 
and  is  sincerely  desirous  of  serving  the  Chinese  government,  as  he  looks  upon  this  country 
as  his  home.  His  appointment  excites  no  jealousies,  such  as  will  probably  arise  should 
any  other  officer  be  put  in  his  place ;  and  as  he  must  look  exclusively  to  the  Chinese  gov- 
ernment for  his  reward,  your  Imperial  Highness  may  depend  upon  it  thai  you  will  find  in 
bim  a  sincere  disposition  to  carry  out  his  instructions,  as  far  as,  according  to  his  military 
knowledge,  he  thinks  them  practicable  and  safe. 

I  am,  &c.,  P.  W.  A.  BRUCE. 


D. 

Mr,  Burlingame  to  Prince  Kung, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Peking,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  examined  carefully  the  evidence  in  relation  to  General  Burge- 
vine, most  of  which  has  been  submitted  to  your  Imperial  Highness,  and  have 
arrived  at  the  conclusion — 

Ist.  That  he  did  all  he  could  to  go  to  Nanking,  and  was  on  the  point  of 
leaving  when  the  unfortunate  difficulty  with  Takee  occurred. 

2d.  The  trouble  with  Takee  sprung  from  a  misunderstanding  between  the 
General  and  Takee,  after  the  money  had  been  delivered.  ^  , 
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Now,  as  to  the  first  point,  it  must  be  admitted  that  no  blame  attaches  to 
General  Burgevine ;  and  as  to  the  second,  he  was  in  fault  for  striking  Takee, 
x)r  which  fault  he  tenders  his  regret  and  makes  an  apology.  General  Burge- 
|vine  has  been  nearly  three  years  in  the  Chinese  service ;  he  has  been  wounded 
^ven  times ;  he  has  never  been  charged  with  any  fault,  and  though  he  has 
fought  in  nearly  one  hundred  battles,  has  never  been  beaten.  Ward's  force 
has  been  largely  organized  by  him ;  he  has  grown  up  with  it,  and  he  knows 
how  to  get  on  with  the  men ;  without  him  there  is  danger  that  it  will  be  lost  to 
the  imperial  government ;  indeed,  it  has  already  suflFered  disasters  when  not  led 
by  him.  I  know  Greneral  Burgevine  to  be  a  friend  of  the  Chinese  and  their 
government,  and  that  h«  intends  to  remain  in  their  service  as  lon^  as  he  is  per- 
mitted to  do  so  with  honor.  Now,  in  view  of  these  things,  and  as  a  sincere 
friend  of  the  imperial  government,  desirous  of  seeing  the  rebels  put  down  and 
order  restored ;  and  knowing  the  friendship  of  your  Imperial  Highness  for  my 
country,  I  have  to  request  that  General  Burgevine  shall  be  restored  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  "  Ever-Conquering  Legion."  I  fully  recognize  that  the  force  that 
General  Burgevine  is  to  command  is  a  Chinese  force,  and  subject  in  its  general 
direction  to  the  authority  your  Imperial  Highness  shall  indicate.     I  can  inform 

Jour  Imperial  Highness  that  the  English  and  Russian  ministers  are  equaUy 
esirouB  with  myself  that  General  Burgevine  shall  be  restored  to  his  ola  com- 
mand, and  that  they  will  co-operate  with  me  in  lending  him  and  his  force  such 
countenance  as  may  not  be  inconsistent  with  treaty  obligations.  I  pledge 
myself  that  General  Burgevine  will  do  all  he  can  to  make  things  go  smoothly, 
and  to  aid  the  governor  in  suppressing  the  rebellion. 
I  have  occ 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 


E. 
Prince  Kung  to  Mr.  Burlingame, 

Prince  Kung,  chief  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  communicates  a  reply: 

On  the  18th  of  the  present  moon,  April  5,  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  a  com- 
munication from  your  excellency,  in  which  your  excellency  states  that  Burge- 
vine's  trouble  with  Takee  occurred  after  the  money  had  been  delivered ;  that 
no  blame  can  be  attached  to  Burgevine  for  not  going  to  Nanking,  but  that  he 
was  in  fault  in  striking  Takee,  for  which  he  also  tenders  his  regret,  and  is 
ready  to  make  an  apology.  Your  excellency  also  requests  that  Burgevine 
shoidd  be  restored  to  the  command  of  the  "Ever-Conquering  Legion,"  which 
your  excellency  says  is  equally  the  desire  of  the  British  and  Russian  ministers; 
and,  furthermore,  your  excellency  pledges  himself  that  Burgevine  will  do  all  he 
can  to  make  things  go  smooth,  and  to  aid  the  governor  in  suppressing  the 
rebellion. 

On  a  former  occasion  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  a  despatch  from  your  excel- 
lency with  reference  to  the  same  subject,  in  which  your  excellency  states  that 
it  was  you  who  recommended  Burgevine,  and  you  express  a  hope  that  such  a 
brave  and  honest  officer  will  be  retained  in  the  Chinese  service;  moreover, 
that  Admiral  Hope  also  recommended  Bui^evine. "  I  careftdly  examined  these 
statements  and  communicated  a  reply.  But,  truly,  Burgevine  having  com- 
mitted an  assault  upon  Takee,  if  he  had  been  a  Chinese,  he  would  long  since 
have  been  apprehended  and  severely  punished  without  any  allowance  being 
made ;  but  the  governor  of  Kiangsu,  taking  into  consideration  the  fact  of  his 
being  a  foreigner,  and  not  knowing  [Chinese]  manners,  has,  therefore,  simply 
petitioned  the  imperial  government  to  have  him  dismissed  the  service,  to  have 
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his  case  examined  into,  and  deeided  according  to  what  is  right.  Furthennore, 
the  Taontai  Wu  and  Takee,  having  gone  security  for  Bnrgevine,  were  imme- 
diately after  the  occurrence  of  the  dimculty  degraded,  and  a  fine  of  money  im- 
posed upon  them,  to  the  amount  of  cost,  (through  the  difficulty.)  Now,  the 
indiyidcuBd  who  had  gone  security,  and  been,  moreover,  the  assaulted  party,  was 
thus  summarily  punished ;  how,  then,  could  Burffevine,  who  was  the  author  of 
this  whole  trouble,  be  supposed  to  be  let  off  idtogether  1  And  yet,  without 
waiting  for  the  decision  of  the  governor  of  Kiangsu,  he  came  up  to  the  capital, 
which  conduct  of  his  not  Only  rendered  it  impossible  to  decide  impartially  as  to 
who  is  right  and  who  wrong,  but  is  also  altogether  contrary  to  right  principles. 

However,  since  your  excellency  explicitly  states  that  you  fully  recognize  the 
force  Burgevine  is  to  command  as  a  Chinese  force,  and  subject  to  its  general 
directions,  and  since  your  excellency,  moreover,  guarantees  that  Burgevine  will 
do  all  he  can  to  make  things  go  smooth,  and  that  he  desires  to  apologize ;  inl 
short,  since  he  repents,  and  your  excellency  vouches  for  him,  it  looks  as  if  inl 
the  future  no  such  acts  will  be  repeated  by  Burgevine.  * 

However,  (Governor  Li  has  the  command  of  that  department,  (Kiangsu ;)  hei 
is  the  highest  civil  and  military  authority  there ;  he  alone  exercises  the  powerl 
of  punishing  or  rewarding  officers;  if,  therefore,  Burgevine,  on  returning  to  I 
Shanghai,  should  indeed  express  his  regret  for  what  he  has  done,  and  promise  in  1 
all  thmgs  to  obey  the  governor  in  the  niture,  and  no  more  commit  anything  un- 
principled, I  believe  that  Grovemor  Li  will  certainly  settle  the  matter  in  a  special 
manner.     As  to  restoring  Burgevine  to  his  former  rank,  I  beg  to  state  that  in 
China,  if  any  officer,  civil  or  military,  happens  to  be  degraded,  and  if  still  de- 
sirous to  serve,  mu9t  first  exert  himself  to  accomplish  something  extraordinary, 
Aen  his  former  delinquency  is  pardoned  and  his  rank  restored  to  hini    Should 
Bui]?evine,  on  being  employed  again,  indeed  succeed  to  annihilate  rebels  and 
retttke  many  places,  then  his  rai^  will  be  restored  to  him.     If  not,  then  of 
course  the  laws  of  China  could  not  be  disr^arded  in  favor  of  Burgevine,  and 
thereby  afford  to  the  military  force  of  the  country  matter  to  complain  of,  and 
give  occasion  to  others  to  imitate,  a  bad  example. 

A  communication  to  his  excellency  the  honorable  A.  Burlingame,  minister, 
&e.,  &c.,  &c.,  the  22d  day  of  the  2d  moon,  in  the  2d  year  of  the  reign  of  Tungchi, 
(April  9,  1863.) 


F. 

Prince  Kung  to  Mr,  Burlingame. 

Prince  Kung,  chief  secretary,  &c.,  &c.,  makes  a  communication : 
Burgevine,  having  robbed  public  money  and  committed  an  assault  upon  an 
officer,  ought,  according  to  law,  to  have  been  arrested  and  punished.  Your 
excellency  wrote  many  despatches  with  reference  to  his  case.  In  them  you 
stronffly  expressed  yourself  to  the  effect  that  Burgevine  repented,  and  that  he 
would  certainly  reform.  You  also  transmitted  a  copy  of  statements  made  in  his 
favor  by  the  officers  of  the  "  Ever-Conquering  Legion."  Hence,  I  on  my  part, 
seeing  that  Burgevine  was  willing  to  repent,  and  that  your  excellency  vouched 
for  him  in  such  strong  terms,  thought  that  these  were  not  empty  words,  and 
therefore  afforded  him  an  opportunity  to  reform,  and  make  amends  for  his  past 
conduct,  and  ordered  him  to  return  to  Shanghai,  and  wait  for  the  orders  of  the 
governor  of  Kiangsu.  But  now  a  despatch  has  been  received  from  the  said  gov- 
ernor, in  which  he  states  that,  since  Burgevine  committed  the  outrage,  both 
natives  and  foreigners  have  regarded  him  as  a  bad  man,  and  were  alarmed  at 
hearing  that  he  was  returning  to  Shanghai,  and  intending  to  take  again  the 
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)  command  of  the  force ;  that  emce  Bnrgevme  returned  to  Shanghai  he,  in  con- 
nnnction  with  the  petty  officers  who  had  been  dismissed  the  service,  were  circu- 
Uating  false  reports,  to  which  no  stop  could  be  put,  thereby  increasing  the  ^alarm 
Wd  uneasiness  already  entertained ;  that  the  officers  of  the  whole  force  pre- 
sented a  petition  to  him,  (the  governor,)  in  which  they  state  that,  just  wnen 
everything  was  made  ready  to  start  on  a  military  expedition,  the  officers,  both 
native  and  foreign,  hearing  that  Burgevine  was  coming  back  to  take  eonmiand 
of  the  force,  became  suspicious  and  distressed,  showing  hesitation  and  an  unwil- 
lingness to  proceed,  all  which  may  prove  an  impediment  to  the  prosecution  of 
the  war ;  in  short,  the  question  wnether  Burgevine  should  again  be  employed 
or  not  involves  the  question  whether  the  public  interest  should  be  injured  or 
not ;  and  they  (the  officers)  begged  that  the  aflFairs  should  be  examined  into  and 
settled.  Thus  far  the  governor's  statement.  Now  I  find  that  the  offence  com- 
mitted by  Burgevine  is  of  a  very  grave  character  indeed.  In  China  there  is  no 
such  principle  by  which  men  or  officers  guilty  of  such  an  act  could  escape  the 
punishment  provided  by  law.  The  reason  why  I,  for  a  time,  made  allowance 
in  Burgevine's  case,  and  ordered  him  to  go  back  to  Shanghai,  was  simply  be- 
cause your  excellency  so  strongly  interceded  for  him,  and  vouched  for  his  good 
conduct.  But  now,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  governor  of  Kiangsu,  it 
appears  that  both  the  Chinese  and  foreign  officers  (of  the  force)  are  not  willing 
to  submit  (to  the  arrangement  of  having  Burgevine  restored  to  the  command.) 
And  hence  it  is  apparent  t^at  the  alleged  statement  of  the  officers,  formerly 
transmitted  by  your  excellency,  are  all  false  and  spurious,  fraudulently  gotten 
up  by  Burgevine,  hoping  that  he  would  be  able  thereby  to  ward  off  the  punish- 
ment due  to  him,  and  be  restored  to  the  command  of  the  troops.  I  have,  more- 
over, hea4l  the  reason  why  he  came  to  this  place  the  first  time  was,  because, 
whilst  in  .Shanghai,  he  had  handed  in  fraudulent  accounts  of  debts ;  the  bilk, 
being  found  to  amount  to  sums  greater  than  was  thought  he  had  really  spent, 
were,  of  course,  repudiated  by  the  authorities  at  Shanghai.  Seeing  that  he  was 
baffled  in  his  schemes,  he  proceeded  to  the  capii;al,  intending  to  make  false  accu- 
sations...  From  this  it  is  manifest  that  also  his  insatiable  cupidity  well  harmo- 
nizes with  the  character  of  a  villain.  Being  deceived  by  him,  your  excellency 
took  up  his  part,  and  defended  him,  and  vouched  for  his  conduct ;  but  now, 
seeing  that  both  the  native  and  foreign  officers  are  suspicious  (of  him,)  the  case 
then  seems  to  be  that^he^^nisleading  you,  you  misled  me.  I  am  now  informed 
that  he  has  arrived  at  Tientsilrwithotft^a  paaspurt,  filld'Tntends  to  come  hither 
again.  Freely  thus  coming  and  going,  just  according  to  his  own  pleasure, 
regardless  of  all  law  and  order,  is  unprincipled  to  the  very  extreme.  I  have, 
therefore,  instructed  his  excellency  the  commissioner  of  trade  at  the  three  ports 
to  arrest  Burgevine,  and  at  once  deliver  him  over,  that  he  might  be  punished 
according  to  the  law  of  China.  In  the  case,  however,  he  should  pass  through 
Tientsin,  and  secretly  arrive  at  this  capital,  I  expect  that  your  excellency  will 
hand  him  over  to  tlie  foreign  office,  so  that  he  might  be  punished  in  a  manner 
we  should  think  proper.  Such  individuals  as  he  are  greatly  injuring  the  repu- 
tation of  your  country.  I  therefore  suppose  that  your  excellency  will  no  more 
be  indulgent  to  him. 

A  communication  to  his  excellency  the  honorable  Anson  Burlingame,  &c., 
&c.,  &c. 

The  22d  day  of  the  3d  moon,  in  the  2d  year  of  the  reign  of  l\ingchi,  (May  9, 
1863.) 
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G. 

Mr,  Burlingame  to  Prince  Kung, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking,  June  1,  1863. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Imperial  Highness  that  I  have  not  claimed, 
nor  shall  I  at  any  future  time  claim,  the  right  to  have  General  Burgevine  em- 
ployed by  the  Chinese  government,  while  such  employment,  in  my  opinion, 
would  be  but  the  full  measure  of  justice  due  him  for  his  honorable  services. 

But  -^hile  I  disclaim  this  right,  it  is  my  right  and  duty  to  see  to  it  that  he 
shall  not  be  injured  by  improper  charges  against  his  character.  The  reputation 
of  an  American  citizen  is  worth  more  to  him  than  life.  The  following  charges 
have  been  made  against  General  Burgevine :  1st,  that  he  robbed  public  money ; 
2d,  that  he  presented  a  spurious  memorial ;  3d,  that  his  accounts  were  false ; 
and  4th,  that  he  improperly  disobeyed  orders. 

As  these  charges  have  not  been  sustained  by  proof,  but,  on  the  contrary,  have 
been  found  upon  investigation  to  be  untrue,  I  must  insist,  in  the  most  respectful 
but  positive  manner,  upon  their  withdrawal. 
I  have   ccc 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 

Prince  Kung,  Chip/  Secretary /or  Foreign  Affair*. 


H. 

Pi-ince  Kung  to  Mr.  Burlingame, 

Prince  Kung,  chief  secretary  for  foreign  aflfairs,  makes  a  communication : 

I  have  the  honor  to  receive  your  excellency's  last  despatch  with  reference  to 
the  Burgevine  affair.  In  answer,  allow  me  to  state  that  I  find  of  all  the  charges 
brought  against  Burgevine,  the  most  serious  is  that  of  his  disobeying  orders. 
And  the  reason  is,  because  the  rebels  at  Nanking,  having  heard  that  the  Chinese 
government  had  ordered  the  "  Ever-Conquering  Legion  "  to  proceed  to  attack 
Kewfhchow,  they  (many  troops  at  the  said  place,  intending  to  oppose  the  forces 
sent  against  it ;  having  afterwards  been  informed  that  Burgevine  disregarded 
orders — ^that  for  more  than  two  months  he  was  delaying,  and  finally  refused  to 
proceed — they  at  once  attacked  and  succeeded  to  capture  Pukow,  Kiangpu, 
Hochow,  and  Hanshaw,  and  the  result  was  that  some  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
Chinese  subjects  were  miserably  destroyed.  Now,  the  troops  commanded  by 
Burgevine  did  cost  the  Chinese  government  some  millions  of  taels,  and  then 
caused  by  such  a  misconduct  several  hundred  thousand  Chinese  to  perish.  This 
is  an  offence  which  can  by  no  means  be  excused.  Again,  it  was  Takee  whor 
first  recommended  and  went  security  for  Burgevine,  and,  moreover,  supportedl 
and  assisted  him  with  money  for  some  years.  His  conduct  then  towards  Burge-\ 
vine  was  certainly  very  generous  and  liberal.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  Uie/ 
latter  made  a  violent  assault  upon  him  in  his  own  residence,  and  inflicted  injuries 
upon  his  body.  This  is  another  offence  which  cannot  be  excused.  As  to  the 
other  accusations  brought  against  Burgevine,  allow'  me  to  express  my  opinion 
that,  in  the  case  of  any  charges  and  accusations  brought  against  an  individual, 
if  he  be  indeed  innocent,  although  not  a  single  word  should  be  spoken  toward 
the  clearing  of  said  charges,  his  innocence  must,  in  the  course  of  time,  manifest 
itself,  as  a  matter  of  course.  This  is  an  established  principle.  And  since  youxt 
excellency  explicitly  assures  us  that  you  will  not  compel  (the  Chinese  govemJ 
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Iment)  to  employ  Bargevine  again,  it  follows  that,  by  not  diflcuBsing  these  points 
'again,  his  repatation  will  by  no  means  suffer  any  injury. 

Your  excellency  also  mentions  the  fact  that  Burgevine  served  the  Ohinese 
government  for  some  years,  &c.,  &c.  I  beg  to  state  with  reference  to  this 
point,  that  when  Burgevine  served  the  Chinese  government,  the  Chinese  gov- 
ernment amply  rewarded  him  for  his  services,  and  this  more  than  on  one  occa- 
sion. Twice  he  was  promoted  by  imperial  decrees,  &c.,  &c.  He  did,  therefore, 
long  since  receive  benefits  fully  adequate  to  his  services.  On  the  whole,  there 
ought  to  be  no  distinction  made  between  a  Chinese  and  a  foreigner.  Allow  me  to 
ask  a  question  :  suppose  a  military  officer  in  the  service  and  pay  of  the  United 
States  should  disobey  the  orders  of  his  superior,  and  cause  thereby  some  failure 
or  disaster,  what,  according  to  the  laws  of  foreign  countries,  would  be  his  pun- 
ishment 1  Once  more :  Burgevine  did,  really  and  voluntarily,  hand  in  a  petition 
to  be  allowed  to  become  a  Chinese  subject.  The  paper  with  his  personal 
signature  can,  if  necessary,  be  produced  as  evidence.  And  since  he  did  thus 
become  a  Chinese  subject,  he  ought  to  have  been  dealt  with  according  to  the 
laws  of  China.  However,  since  your  excellency  did  so  many  times  intercede 
for  him,  I  shall  not  insist  upon  this  point.  I  am  now  waiting  for  an  imperial 
decree  to  have  Burgevine  expunged  from  among  the  number  of  Chinese  subjects, 
and  then  I  expect  your  excellency  will  order  him  to  America,  and  there  be  dealt 
with  according  to  the  laws  of  your  country. 

A  communication  to  his  excellency  Hon.  Anson  Burlingame,  &c.,  &c.,  25th 
day  of  the  4th  moon,  in  the  2d  year  of  the  reign  of  Tungchi,  (June  II,  1863.) 


I. 

Mr.  Burlingame  to  Prince  Kung. 

Lboation  op  the  Unitbd  States, 

Peking,  June  16,  18«3. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Imperial  Highness  that  your  communicatuNi 
in  relation  im  General  Burgevine  is  entirely  unsatisfactory.  After  all  that  has 
been  said  and  written,  and  the  promise  verbally  made  to  me,  and  the  kindly 
relations  existing  between  our  two  nations,  it  is  not  what  I  had  a  right  to  expect 
But  I  cannot  enter  further  into  discussion  of  the  subject,  and  wish  to  inform 
your  Imperial  Highness  that  if  the  chains  stated  in  mv  last  despatch  are  not 
'  withdrawn  within  two  days,  I  shall  take  it  for  granted  that  the  imperial  govern- 
ment refuses  to  withdraw  them,  and  shall  feel  at  liberty  to  take  such  action  as 
the  case  may  require. 
I  have,  &c., 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 
Prinob  Kvng,  4y;.,  ^.,  ifc. 


J. 
Prince  Kung  to  Mr,  Burlijigame, 

Prince  Kung,  &c.,  &c.,  herewith  replies  upon  business : 

On  the  I6th  instant  I  received  your  excellency's  communication,  in  which 
you  remark,  respecting  the  case  of  General  Burgevine,  "  that  the  whole  sub- 
ject having  been  fully  discussed  between  us,  I  now  desire  that  all  the  several 
charges  made  against  him  by  those  who  have  falsely  accused  him  shall  be 
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entirely  withdrawn  in  a  despatch  to  me,"  &c.,  &c.  In  my  former  communi- 
cation I  only  said  that  General  Burgevine,  being  in  the  pay  of  the  imperial 
government,  had  seriously  interfered  with  and  misled  the  operations  of  the 
army  in  the  attack  on  Yangfran^;  the  other  (charges)  of  his  having  seized 
the  public  moneys  and  robbed  me  ffovemment  treasury  are  entirely  cleared, 
and  no  longer  alleged  against  him.  In  the  despatch  under  reply  your  excel- 
lency observes,  in  regard  to  the  question  of  employing  him  further,  that  you  do 
not  wish  to  press  it,  and  that  on  this  point  there  need  be  no  dispute  between  U£ 
or  dissatisfaction  felt.  Consequently,  I  need  not  discuss  this  point  any  more 
and,  therefore,  all  the  charges  made  against  him  are  entirely  obliterated  anc 
withdrawn,  and  the  whole  matter  is,  therefore,  finished.  It  is  for  this  purpose 
that  I  reply  and  submit  it  to  your  excellency. 

His  £xceUeacy  Anson  Burlinoamb. 

JuNB  18,  1863,  (or  Tungchi,  2d  year,  5th  moon,  3d  day.) 


K. 

Mr.  BurliTigame  to  Prince  Kimg, 

Lboation  op  the  United  States, 

Peking,  June  19,  1863. 

I  hasten  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Imperial  Highness's  despatch  of 
yesterday's  date,  and  to  express  my  satisfaction  at  the  manner  in  which  you 
nave  settled  the  question  in  dispute  between  us.  It  is  by  acting  thus,  in  a 
spirit  of  fairness  and  justice,  that  the  amicable  relations  between  our  two 
countries  are  to  be  strengthened  and  perpetual  peace  maintained. 
I  have,  Sec., 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 

Prince  Eung,  Secretary-in- Chief  far  Foreign  Affairs. 


Mr.  Burlingame  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  45.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Peking,  June  25,  1863. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Oun- 
mngham,  asking  that  a  new  gate  might  be  opened  in  the  walls  of  the  city  of 
Shanghai,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract : 

**  Too  will  obierve  on  the  plan  that  there  is  a  piece  of  open  ground  runnlDg  from  the 
French  gate  to  the  proposed  new  gate.  This  iA  the  nearest  unoccupied  ground  to  the 
ri?er,  and  instead  of  being  highly  useful,  by  giving  room  to  Chinese  engaged  in  trade,  is 
DOW  a  series  of  green  and  stagnant  ponds,  receptacles  of  filth,  and  breeding  disease.  The 
city  has  become  closely  packed  with  people,  particnlarly  that  quarter  nearest  the  river. 
Tba  suburbs,  now  the  French  concession,  is  also  peopled  densely,  and  more  space  is  greatly 
required  Here  is  a  piece  of  ground,  capable  of  being  of  the  greatest  convenience  to  a 
multitude,  worse  than  useless— simply  breeding  disease.  Further,  the  houses  in  that  quarter 
being  of  one  story  and  of  poor  construction,  it  would  be  exceedingly  feasible  to  open  a 
street  direct  to  the  heart  of  the  city,  of  twenty-four  feet  wide,  thus  opening  an  avenue  for 
air  and  health  which  would  be  invaluable,  while,  as  already  stated,  it  wonld  give  the 
Chinese  authorities  a  direet  and  dignified  access  to  the  foreign  settlement.  Indeed,  there 
cannot  be  a  question  of  its  being  a  great  public  improvement.  No  one  would  gainsay  it. 
There  is  now  but  the  little  east  gate  to  serve  for  the  egress  and  ingress  of  the  whole  mass 
of  the  people  living  in  that  closely-packed  quarter  of  the  city.     The  crowd  is  so  dense  at 
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it  that  one  can  scarcely  move.  Being  the  quarter  neareet  the  river,  it  is  the  most  important, 
and  consequently  most  crowded.  This  new  gate  would  he  better  placed,  even,  than  the 
little  east  gate  opposite  to  it;  the  space  to  the  river  bank  is  narrowest,  and  it  would  im- 
mediately become  the  main  thoroughfare  out  of  the  city.  Added  to  all  these  reasons,  the 
occupation  of  the  land  and  the  opeoing  of  a  handsome  street  would  add  materially  to  the 
revenue  of  the  city — a  reason  likely  to  have  much  weight  just  now  with  the  Chinese 
authorities.  The  ground,  then,  upon  which  I  apply  is  that  of  health  to  the  foreign  settle- 
ment, and  especially  to  that  particular  quarter.  There  are  no  means  of  draining  except  by 
a  new  gate.  If  Prince  Kung  can  be  induced  to  make  the  inquiry  of  the  Taoutai,  he  wiU 
.  certainly  have  a  very  feivorable  answer,  for  no  one  can  look  at  the  place  without  being 
struck  with  the  importance  of  the  proposition. 
"Yours,  very  truly, 

« •  EDW.  CUNNINGHAM  ' ' 

I  immediately  represented  these  views  to  the  Chinese  an  then  ties,  who  made 
reply  that  they  would  instruct  the  local  authorities  to  have,  if  they  thought  best, 
these  improvements  made,  and  permitted  me  to  inform  Mr.  Cunningham  of  their 
intentions.     I  at  once  addressed  to  Mr.  Cunningham  the  letter  marked  A. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Burlingame  to  Mr.  Ounnmgham.  ' 

Pdukg,  March  26,  1863. 

8iR :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  your  humane 
suggrestion,  to  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of  Shanghai  by  the  construction  of  a  new  gate, 
and  tlie  drainage  of  stagnant  water  from  before  the  citj,  I  applied  to  the  authorities  at  Peking, 
and  requested  that  they  would  inquite  of  the  local  authorities  of  Shanghai  as  to  the  neceftsity 
for  these  improvements,  and,  if  the  Chinese  desired,  to  permit  them  to  be  made.  I  was 
at  once  informed  that  instructions  would  be  sent  to  the  local  authorities  to  have  the  im- 
provements made,  if  they  thought  best.  I  asked  them  if  I  should  make  known  to  you 
these  instructions.  They  said  yes.  1  accordingly  inform  you  of  the  same,  and  ezpreas 
the  gratification  I  feel  in  being  able  to  do  something  for  the  health  of  the  people  of 
Shanghai. 

I  have  &c 

ANSON  BURLING AMK 

EdWABD  CUNMUfOHAM,  Ef>q. 


Mr,  Burlingame  to  Mr.  Setoard. 

No.  46.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking,  June  26,  1863. 

I      Sir  :  I  am  most  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  imperial  government,  in  re- 

'  sponse  to  my  request  for  an  extension  of  time  in  which  to  re-export  nattve 

produce,  ^m  three  to  twelve  months,  has  most  handsomely  met  my  wishes. 

This  change  will  do  much  for  the  trade  of  all  nations,  and  puts  us  under  many 

obligations  to  the  Chinese.     You  will  find  the  correspondence  attached,  marked 

A,  6,  and  G. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 

Digitized  by  VjOQQ IC 


DIPLOMATIC     CORRESPONDENCE.  877 


Mr,  Burlingame  to  Prince  Kung. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking,  April  16,  1863. 

I  have  the  houor  to  inform  your  Imperial  Highness  that  that  portion  of  the 
Yangtsze-Kiang  regulations  which  requires  native  produce  to  be  re-exported 
within  three  months,  if  the  merchants  would  recover  the  coast  trade  duty  charged 
at  the  river  port,  has  been  found  to  work  a  great  hardship  both  to  Chinese  and 
foreigners,  and  I  most  respectfully  Request  that  the  time  may  be  extended  to 
twelve  months. 

If  it  is  not  done,  the  merchants  in  Shanghai  will  be  compelled  to  open  large 
eetablishmentB  in  the  interior,  thus  overthrowing  the  business  arrangements  of 
the  Chinese,  and  creating  fresh  sources  of  trouble.  Now  the  Chinese  hesitate 
about  sending  goods  to  Shanghai  for  sale,  because,  if  by  any  chance  cause  sales 
are  delayed  for  three  months,  they  will  lose  the  coast  trade  duty.  Indeed,  it 
has  been  found  impossible  to  sell  goods  within  the  three  months  allowed.  Thus 
this  rule  is  a  positive  hindrance  to  commerce,  and  deprives  the  imperial  govern- 
ment of  those  revenues  it  would  otherwise  receive  from  a  larger  sale  of  produce. 
The  change  I  ask  would  not  huil;  anybody,  but  would  help  everybody. 

I  theremre  feel  confident  that  your  Imperial  Highness  will  hasten  to  relieve 
commerce  from  the  burdens  put  upon  it  by  that  rule. 
I  have  ^cc 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 

Prince  Kvno,  Chief  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affair*. 


B. 
Prince  Kung  to  Mr,  Burlingame, 

His  Imperial  Highness  Prince  Kung,  chief  secretary  of  the  Chinese  govern- 
ment for  foreign  affairs,  herewith  replies : 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  a  communication  from  your  excellency,  in 
which  you  show  that  the  drawback  certificates  for  half  duty  on  goods  stored  for 
re-export  should  not  be  limited  to  three  months,  a  period  much  too  short,  but 
ought  to  be  extended  to  a  full  year.  It  appears  that  the  merchants  who  bring 
native  produce  down  the  Yangtsze-Kiang  to  Shanghai  pay  full  tariff  export  duty 
when  it  leaves  its  original  port,  and  half  duty  when  to  be  re-exported  to  another 
port.  Such  produce  being  duly  reported  to  the  customs,  when  the  merchant 
wishes  to  send  it  out  of  port,  pays  half  duty ;  and  if  it  is  within  three  months, 
he  can  re-enter  it  at  another  port  on  presentation  of  the  drawback  certificate, 
which  is  received  as  valid  for  the  duty. 

Now,  since  that,  in  the  despatch  under  reply,  your  excellency  observes  that 
the  time  for  three  months,  allowed  in  the  drawback  certificates,  during  which 
this  produce  must  be  re-exported,  must  be  regarded  as  much  too  short,  I  have 
extended  the  limit  to  a  year.  Therefore,  after  this  date,  whenever  produce, 
brought  down  the  Yangtsy  to  Shanghai,  has  been  reported  to  the  customs  for 
re-exportation  at  any  time  within  a  year,  they  shall,  on  ascertaining  that  the 
goods  are  in  their  original  packages,  neither  broken  open  nor  abstracted  from, 
and  their  number  and  weight  correct,  and  all  particulars  tally  with  the  original 
report,  grant  a  drawback  certificate  for  half  duty,  to  be  substituted  for  the  fo& 
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mer  certificate,  and  delivered  to  the  holder  of  the  goods,  as  evidence  of  the  duty 
having  heen  paid. 

I  shall  inform  the  superintendent  of  commerce  respecting  this  regulation,  and 
instruct  him  to  send  orders  to  the  customs  officers  for  them  to  act  accordingly,  and 
I  now  likewise  send  this  reply  to  your  excellency,  requesting  that  you  will  in- 
form yourself  upon  the  whole  subject. 

His  Excellency  Anson  Burlingamb,  ^.,  ^P^.,  Sfc. 

June  25,  1863. 


C.  . 

Mr,  Burlingame  to  Prince  Kung, 

Lboation  of  thb  United  States, 

Peking,  June  26,  1863. 
SiE :  Permit  me  to  thank  your  Imperial  Highness  most  cordially  for  extend- 
ing the  time  in  which  to  re-export  native  produce  from  three  months  to  one 
year.     The  change  will  do  much  to  facilitate  trade  and  to  strengthen  the  friendly 
relations  already  existing  between  our  two  countries. 
I  have  ^cc 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 
His  Imperial  Highness  Peinck  Kunu, 

Chief  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs, 


Mr,  Burlingame  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Lboation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking,  July  2,  1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  the  correspondence  between  Prince  Witt- 
genstein and  myself,  in  relation  to  a  waiver  of  the  time,  now  little  more  than 
four  years,  within  which,  by  existing  treaty,  a  Prussian  minister  cannot  reside 
permanently  at  Peking. 

The  Prussians,  having  at  present  an  increasing  commerce  in  China,  are  de- 
sirous of  sending  at  once  a  minister  to  Peking.  This  would  facilitate  all  nego- 
tiations in  relation  to  that  commerce,  both  with  the  Chinese  and  the  foreign 
treaty  powers.  In  view  of  the  advantage  to  flow  from  a  relaxatkm  of  the  treaty 
in  this  respect,  my  colleagues  and  myself,  by  way  of  friendly  suggestion,  con- 
sented to  taskA  a  statement  of  them.  To  me  the  members  of  the  government 
stated  that  while  they  were  willing,  personally,  to  grant  the  request  of  Prince 
Wittgenstein,  still  if  they  did  so  the  anti-foreign  party  would  accuse  them  of 
granting  more  than  was  required  by  the  letter  of  the  treaty,  and  they  did  not 
wish  to  complicate  themselves  with  new  troubles,  but  they  did  not  positively 
refuse  to  grant  the  request.  Of  course  I  did  not  press  them,  for  I  sympathize 
with  them  in  their  difficulties.  In  reply  to  Prince  Wittgenstein's  question  as 
to  whether  he  had  better  press  them  for  a  distinct  declaration  on  the  subject, 
I  advised  him  to  leave  the  negotiations  where  they  were,  so  that  at  some  future 
time  the  other  ministers  and  myself  might  present  the  request  under  more 
favorable  auspices. 

In  this  view  my  colleagues  concur,  and  the  Prmce  has  decided  to  leave  the 
question  in  our  hands. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  StaU,  Digitized  by  GoOglc 
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Prince  Wittgenstein  to  Mr,  Burlingame. 

Peking,  June  30,  1863. 

Sir:  Allow  me,  before  I  proceed  to  solicit  another  favor,  to  express  to  your 
excellency  my  very  sincere  thanks  for  the  very  effectual  and  friendly  efforts 
you  have  been  pleased  to  make,  at  my  request,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
from  the  Chinese  government  a  declaration  in  regard  to  the  permanent  estab- 
lishment of  the  Prussian  legation  at  Peking.  Although  I  have  been  for  some 
time  quite  determined  to  elicit  such  a  declaration,  even  at  the  risk  of  being  an 
unfavorable  one,  I  must  desire,  however,  before  I  take  a  definite  step  in  the 
matter,  to  know  as  exactly  as  possible  the  chances  on  both  sides,  and  I  should, 
under  these  circumstances,  feel  extremely  obliged  to  you  if  you  would  be  so 
kind  as  to  inform  me  how  the  representations  you  caused  Dr.  Williams  to  make 
to  the  Chinese  government  in  your  name,  and  on  my  behalf,  have  been  met,  and 
also  whether  you  have  received  a  memorandum  in  reply  to  that  which  you  drew 
up  and  had  presented  to  the  Chinese  government.  Of  that  memorandum  I 
should,  at  all  events,  be  most  happy  to  possess  a  copy.  Pardon  me  for  thus 
troubling  you  once  more ;  but  allow  me  to  say  that  I  shall  feel  sincerely  obliged 
to  you  for  the  answer  to  this  communication,  with  which  I  trust  you  will  favor 
me,  and  for  the  advice  in  regard  to  my  future  proceedings,  with  which  I  beg 
you  will  accompany  it.  If  this  advice  should  happen  to  be  absolutely  adverse 
to  the  definite  step  which  I  had,  as  above  mentioneil,  contemplated,  and  if  you 
should  be  of  opinion  that  by  taking  it  I  might  not  only  incur  a  flat  refusal,  but 
even  endanger  the  success  of  new  negotiations  in  regard  to  this  question,  possi- 
bly to  be  tried  hereafter,  I  beg  your  excellency  would  be  good  enough  not  to 
withhold  that  opinion  from  me. 

I  have  tne  honor  to  be,  &c., 

FREDERICK, 
Prince  of  Wittgenstein, 

His  Excellency  the  Hon.  Anson  Burlingamb, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  United  States  of  America,  Peking. 


Mr.  Burlingame  to  Prince  Wittgenstein. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Peking,  July  1,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  very  kind  de- 
spatch of  June  30,  in  which  you  desire  to  know  what  are  the  diances  of 
securing  a  declaration  from  the  Chinese  government  in  favor  of  a  permanent 
Prussian  legation  at  Peking,  and  whether  I  think  it  advisable  to  elicit  at  once 
a  declaration  on  the  subject,  even  at  the  risk  of  its  being  unfavorable.  With 
regard  to  the  first  branch  of  your  inquiry,  I  have  to  say  that  from  several 
interviews  with  the  Chinese,  on  your  behalf,  I  have  learned  from  them  that 
while,  personally,  the  members  of  the  government  would  have  no  objection  to 
waive  the  time  stated  in  the  treaty  for  the  advent  of  a  Prussian  minister  into 
Peking,  they  are  so  much  subject  to  forms,  and  fear  so  much  the  criticisms  of 
the  anti-foreign  party,  that  they  shrink  fit)m  any  declaration  on  the  subject. 

I  think  if  they  were  pressed  for  a  declaration  now,  it  would  be  in  the  nega- 
tive ;  and  this  brings  me  to  the  second  branch  of  your  inquiry,  as  to  whether 
I  think  such  a  step  as  you  had  intended  advisable  f  I  answer  most  unhesita- 
tingly that  I  think  it  would  not  be  advisable.  You  would  thus  close  the  door 
to  that  success  for  which  your  admirable  diplomacy  has  prepared  the  way.     If  , 
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you  leave  the  question  where  it  is,  I  feel  confident  that  in  a  short  time  the 
Chinese  themselves  will  concur  with  my  colleagues  and  myself  in  the  pro- 
priety of  anticipating  the  time  for  the  permanent  residence  of  a  Prussian  minis- 
ter at  Peking. 

I  have  not  yet  received  any  answer  to  the  memorandum  you  mention,  but 
wifl  hasten  to  inform  you  if  any  shall  arrive.  I  will  be  happy  also  to  place 
in  your  hands  a  copy  of  it  as  soon  as  it  can  be  prepared. 

Complimenting  you  for  the  manner  in  which  you  have  thus  far  conducted 
your  negotiations,  and  proflfering  my  services  for  any  future  efforts  you  may 
desire  to  make, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 

Princb  Fbedbrigk, 

Sayn  de  Wittgenstein, 


Mr,  Burlingame  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  48.]  Lbuation  op  the  United  States, 

Peking,  July  10,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  his  excellency  Colonel  Raasloff  will 
to-day,  at  one  o'clock,  sign  a  most  favorable  treaty,  which,  after  three  months 
of  earnest  negotiation,  he  has  succeeded  in  concluding  with  the  Chinese  govern- 
ment. It  is  due  Colonel  Raasloff  to  say,  that  he  owes  this  treaty  largely  to 
his  personal  influence  with  the  foreign  legations,  which  all  warmly  supported 
him.  It  was  decided  by  the  Chinese  that  the  treaty  recently  concluded  with 
the  Belgians  should  be  tendered  to  him  on  the  coast,  or  at  Tientsin,  and  that 
he  shoiud  have  nothing  more.  The  colonel,  penetrating  this  design,  determined 
to  come  at  once  to  Peking. 

The  treaty  is  substantially  the  British  treaty,  with  this  advantage  for  us 
all — ^that  those  changes  which  have  been  yielded  to  our  solicitations  from  time 
to  time,  since  that  treaty  was  signed,  have  been  placed  in  this,  and  are  there- 
fore not  liable  to  be  changed. 

Mr.  Wade,  of  the  British  legation,  acted  for  the  colonel,  and  was  much 
assisted  by  Mr.  Hart,  of  the  foreign  customs,  to  whom  the  Chinese  left  the 
arrangement  of  the  new  clauses. 

Article  XI  mentions  sixteen  ports  as  being  open,  and  among  them  Nanking, 
Kilkiang-Chinkiang  and  Hankow,  on  the  river  Yangtsze,  although  the  first 
named  city  is  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels.  For  the  present  the  trade  is  carried 
on  at  these  ports  under  river  regulations,  to  which  .tne  foreign  legations  have 
agreed. 

Articles  XXYII  and  XLY  contain  stipulations  for  transit  dues  and  the  issue 
of  drawback  certificates  in  case  of  re-exportation  of  foreign  or  Chinese  merchan- 
dise, coastwise  or  to  foreign  countries. 

Article  XLIV  declares  the  coasting  trade  of  China  open  to  foreign  nations. 
No  other  treaty  contains  any  such  stipulation. 

In  the  tariff'  the  clause  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  beans,  peas,  and  bean 
cakes  fi-om  New  Chwang  and  from  Pang-chow  (Chefoo)  is  omitted,  and  foreign 
nations  are  thus,  by  right,  to  participate  in  this  important  branch  of  the  coasting 
trade. 

It  will  appear  from  these  changes  how  important  the  treaty  is  for  us  all.  I 
addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Wood,  our  minister  resident  at  Copenhagen,  in  which 
I  gave  the  colonel  such  credit  as  I  thought  was  his  due ;  and  I  now  write  to 
you  that  I  am  sure,  but  for  his  patience,  tact,  and  ability,  there  would  have 
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been  no  buccbsb.    I  hope  jon  will  impresB  npon  the  representative  of  Denmark 
the  importance  of  Bending,  at  once,  an  agent  to  look  after  the  interests  of  Den- 
mark, as  well  as*  to  strengthen  onr  hands  against  the  lawless  of  all  nations. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

ANSON  BURLINGAME. 
Hon.  William  H.  Skward,  ^ 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Burlingame, 

No.  34.]  Department  of  State, 

^Vashingtai^  September  2,  1S63. 

Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  the  18th  of  April  (No.  36)  has  been  received  and  is 
approved. 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  expressing  the  satisfaction  of  the  government  with  the 
just  and  liberal  conduct  of  Sir  Frederick  Bruce,  and  the  acquiescence  of  the 
Russian  and  French  ministers,  in  r^ard  to  the  subject  of  concessions  of  land  in 
the  treaty  ports  to  forei^  governments. 
I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Anson  Burlingame,  Esq.,  4^.,  Spc.,  Sfo. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burlingame, 

No.  36.]  Department  op  State, 

WathingUm,  September  2,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  despatch  of  ttie  15th  of 
May  last.  No.  37,  which  is  approved.     I  hope  that  the  municipal  arrangements 
for  the  convenience  and  protection  of  foreign  residents  at  Shanghai  will  be  har- 
moniously made,  and  afford  a  just  and  equal  security  to  all  parties. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  Bervant,  • 

WILLIAM  p.  SBWARD. 
Anson  Burlingame,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfc.f  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Burlingame. 

No.  36.]   .  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  September  2,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  l$th  of  M^y  last,  No.  38,  which 
is  approved.     From  it  I  learn,  with  great  satisfaction,  of  ^he  favorable  progress 
of  Mr.  Raasloff,  the  charg^  d'affiEures  of  Denmark. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Anson  Burlingame,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  ^v. 
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Jtfr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Burlingame, 

No.  38.]  Dbpartme^nt  op  State, 

Washington,  September  4,  1863. 
iSiR :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  (No.  34)  of  the  12th 
of  April  last,  relative  to  the  modification  of  the  21st  article  of  the  treaty  of 
peace,  amity,  and  commerce  between  the  United  States  and  China,  of  the  18th 
June,  1858,  and  to  state,  in  reply,  that  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  wiU  be 
consulted  on  the  subject  at  the  approaching  session  of  Congress. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Anson  Bublinoamb,  Esq.,  4^.,  4^.,  ifc. ' 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burlingame. 

No.  39.]  Department  of  State, 

Waihington,  September  8,  1863. 
Sf  R :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  (No.  41)  of  the  11th 
of  June  last,  and  to  thank  you  for  the  information  contained  in  it  regarding  the 
steamers  purchased  in  England  for  the  Emperor  of  China. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


An»on  Burlingame,  Esq.,  Spc.,  4^.,  8pc. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Burlingame. 

No.  40.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  September  9,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  20th  of  June  (No.  42)  has  been  submitted  to  the 
President.  Tlfe  policy  which  you  have  adopted  in  the  conduct  of  your  difficult 
and  responsible  mission  is  able  and  wise ;  it  is  also  just  towards  the  Chinese 
government  and  people,  and  liberal  towards  all  other  nations.  It  is  an  occasion 
of  special  felicitation  that  it  meets  the  concurrence  of  the  enlightened  represent- 
atives of  Great  Britain,  Russia,  and  France.  One  may  very  reasonably  fear 
that  the  beneficial  policy  thus  agreed  upon  would  fall  into  disuse,  if  those  min- 
isters, or  any  of  them,  should  at  any  time  give  place  to  less  intelligent  and  able 
statesmen.  But  this  consideration  does  not  deter  the  President  horn  giving  it 
his  entire  approval;  and  he  sincerely  hopes  that  a  successful  trial  of  it,  during 
the  residence  of  those  ministers  in  China,  will  render  its  continuance  afterwards 
a  cardinal  fact  in  the  policy  of  all  the  maritime  powers. 

You  will  express  to  Lord  Bruce  the  great  pleasure  and  satisfaction  which 
i  have  received  from  a  perusal  of  the  copy  of  his  very  able  despatch  on  the 
subject  to  Earl  Russell. 

Your  injunctions,  in  regard  to  its  confidential  character,  will  he  strictly  ob- 
served. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED, 

Anson  Burlingame,  Esq.,  S(v.,  tfc.,  Sfc. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burlingame. 

No.  41.]  DUPARTMBNT  OP  StATB, 

Wcuhii^tan,  SepUmber  12,  1863. 
BiR:  Tour  despatch  (No.  43)  of  the  2l8t  of  Jane  laat,  witL  its  accompaniments, 
has  been  received,  and  is  approved.    The  eorrespondenee  is  very  gratifying. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Anson  Bublingamb,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  ifc,t  Sfe. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Burlingame. 

No.  42.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

Wathingtan,  September  18, 1863. 
Sir:  Recorrinff  to  jonr  No.  33,  of  the  29th  of  January  last,  I  have  now  to 
inform  yon  that  the  autograph  letter  of  the  Emperor  of  China  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  which  it  refers,  has  been  received  by  the  President  with 
sincere  satisfaction. 

I  am,  sir,  year  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Anson  Bublingamb,  Esq.,  4^.,  4^.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  itr.  Burlingame. 

No.  43.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  September  28,  1863. 

Sir  :  YovLT  despatch  of  the  23d  of  Jane  last,  with  its  accompaniments,  has 
been  received,  x  our  course  and  your  conclusions  therein  set  forth  are  entitled 
to  special  commendation. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Anson  Burlingamb,  Esq.,  4^.,  Sfc,  4^- 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Burlingame. 

No.  44.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  September  28,  1863. 
Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  the  25th  of  June  last  (No.  45)  has  been  received;  also 
your  No.  46,  of  the  26th  of  the  same  month.    Your  proceedings  to  which  they 
relate  are  approved.    The  latter  will  be  published  without  loss  of  time. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Anson  Burlingame,  Esq.,  4^.,  ifc,  ifc 
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Mr,  Seward  tojdr,  Burlingame, 

No.  45.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  26, 1863. 
Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  tbe  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  10th  of  July 
last.  No.  48,  giving  a  sketch  of  the  enccess  of  Colonel  Raasloff  in  his  negotia- 
tions with  the  Chinese  government.  I  have  pemsed  it  with  sincere  satisfaction. 
I  have  also  complied  with  your  suggestion  in  regard  to  Denmark's  sending  out 
promptly  an  agent  to  look  after  her  interests,  by  laying  before  Count  Piper,  the 
Danish  representative  here,  extracts  from  your  despatch. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Anson  Burlinoamb,  Esq.,  4«.,  4^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Burlingame. 

No.  46.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  13,  1863. 
Sir  :  It  affords  me  sincere  gratification  to  be  the  medium  for  communicating 
to  you  a  cony  of  a  note  of  the  27th  ultimo,  addressed  to  me  by  Count  Piper, 
the  charg^  a'affaires  of  his  Migesty  the  King  of  Denmark,  accredited  to  this 
government,  expressive  of  the  grateful  sense  entertained  by  his  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment of  the  assistance  rendered  by  you  to  Colonel  Raasloff  in  his  late  nego- 
tiations with  China. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Anson  Burlingame,  Esq.,  Sfc,  4^.,  8fc. 


Count  Piper  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 

Danish  Legation, 

New  York,  October  27,  1863. 
Mr.  Secretary:  The  government  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Denmark 
having  had  the  satisfaction  to  be  made  aware  of  the  particularly  kind  and  effica- 
cious manner  in  which  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  PeKin  sustained  and 
seconded  Colonel  Raasloff  in  the  negotiation  of  a  treaty  concluded  this  summer 
between  Denmark  and  China,  I  have  just  received  the  order  and  hasten  to 
become  the  interpreter  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  the  sin6ere 
gratitude  which  the  Danish  government  entertains  for  the  powerful  aid  with 
.      which  the  representative  of  the  United  States  at  Pekin,  doubtless  with  the  oob- 
\    «Ant  and  order  of  his  government,  seconded  and  so  largely  contributed  to  the 
'  succ^^RS  of  Colonel  Raasloff's  efforts  pending  those  negotiations. 
!       I  embrace,  with  eagerness,  this  occasion  to  offer  to  your  excellency  the  re- 
'  newed  assurances  of  my  highest  consideration. 

EDW.  PIPER. 
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SPAIN. 


Mr.  Koemer  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Extracts.] 

No.  2.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  November  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  mj  last  despatch,  No.  1,  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  cause 
which  was  delaying  my  reception.  The  Queen  did  not  return  with  the  ministers 
and  court  before  the  evening  of  the  29th  of  October,  from  her  tour  to  the  south- 
em  provinces. 

On  the  30th  of  October  Mr.  Oalderon  Collantes,  minister  of  foreign  affairs, 
appointed  an  interview  for  the  next  day. 

Accompanied  by  Mr.  Perry,  our  charg^  d'affiiures,  I  called  upon  Mr.  Cal- 
deron  at  the  appointed  hour.  After  some  introductory  remarks,  he  informed  me 
Aat  owing  to  the  fatigue  of  the  Queen,  and  the  fact  that  to-morrow  (November 
1)  was  a  great  holiday,  (All  Saints,)  and  the  day  after  a  Sunday,  I  could  not 
very  well  be  receivea  until  the  commencement  of  the  next  week.  He  very 
soon  turned  the  conversation  upon  American  affairs  by  remarking,  with  appar- 
ently very  great  satisfaction,  that  the  late  hews  from  the  United  States  was 
very  good,  alluding  to  the  victories  at  Corinth,  Perryville,  &c.,  the  accounts  of 
which  are  just  now  circulating  in  the  European  papers.  He  added  the  observa- 
tion that  the  continuance  of  the  war  was  very  much  to  be  regretted ;  to  which  1 
assented,  remarking  at  the  same  time  that  it  would  not  terminate  before  the 
rebellion  was  totally  suppressed.  I  took  occasion  to  say  that  all  great  nations 
of  Europe  had  haa  their  trials  of  civil  wars,  and  often  of  very  prolonged  ones. 
This  Mr.  Collantes  admitted  very  readily,  instancing  his  own  country,  which, 
he  said,  had  been  engaged  since  the  commencement  of  this  century  in  a  war, 
repelling  invasion,  and  in  civil  wars  for  nearly  fifty  years.  I  remarked  that  our 
own  war  was  not  carried  on  for  conquest,  or  even  to  attest  merely  our  authority, 
but  to  save  our  national  existence;  that  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion  was  a 
Question  of  lifo«or  death.  This  Mr.  Calderon  conceded,  saying,  more  than  once, 
that  he  considered  our  existence  as  a  nation  involved  in  the  struggle. 

The  conversation  then  turned  on  the  recent  journey  of  the  Queen,  which  I 
ventured  to  pronounce  a  very  decided  success,  which  remark  seemed  to  please 
him  much. 

He  alluded  in  very  flattering  terms  to  Mr,  Schurz,  my  predecessor,  saying 
that  he  had  been  a  very  excellent  representative  of  the  United  States.  On 
taking  my  leave,  he  begged  me  to  inform  the  President  that  the  government  had 
none  but  the  most  friendly  feelings  for  him  and  the  United  States,  for  which 
sentim^ts  I  expressed  to  him  my  acknowledgment,  and  assured  him  that  it  was 
duly  reciprocated.  Mr.  Calderon  not  understanding  any  English,  the  conversa- 
tion was  conducted  in  French. 

The  day  after  my  first  interview  with  Mr.  Calderon  Collantes,  he  sent  me  a 
note  informing  me  that  the  Queen  had  appointed  Tuesday  evening,  November 
4,  M  an  audience  of  reception. 

In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Perry  had  informed  me  that  Mr.  Calderon  had  expressed 
himself  very  well  pleased  with  the  tenor  of  the  remarks  which  I  was  to  address 
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to  the  Queen,  and  of  which  he  had  been  farnished  a  copy  in  Spanish,  and  that 
the  Queen's  reply  (of  which  I  had  desired  to  see  a  copy  before  1  was  presented) 
would  be  Tery  gracious. 

♦  *  «  «  «  «  ♦ 

My  reception  took  place  in  the  palace.  The  Queen  appeared  to  be  Y&ry 
courteous.  After  her  reply,  I  took  occasion  to  deliver  the  two  congratulatory 
letters  of  the  President,  rdating  to  the  birth  of  the  Queen's  daughter,  and  the 
son  of  her  sister,  the  Duchess  of  Montpensier,  accompanying  the  delivery  with 
some  remarks.  I  then  presented  to  the  Queen  Mr.  Daniel  G.  Payne,  our 
attach^,  whose  presentation  had  by  some  circumstance  or  another  been  hitherto 
delayed.  I  was  immediately  afterwards  introduced  to  the  King,  who  appeared 
very  courteous  indeed. 

After  these  presentations  were  over,  I  attended  the  general  reception  of  Uie 
diplomatic  corps,  which  had  expressed  a  desire  to  see  the  Qu^n,  and  to  con- 
gratulate her  on  her  happy  return,  and  the  general  success  of  the  journey. 

On  this  occasion  an  opportunity  was  afforded  me  to  be  introduced  to  most  <^ 
the  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps,  and  also  to  some  distinguished  members  of 
the  royal  household. 

In  establishing  my  relations  with  the  court,  and  also  with  the  diplomatists  of 
foreign  nations,  Mr.  Perry  rendered  me  the  most  eminent  services.  His  per£^ 
knowledge  of  the  language  and  the  mannei'S  of  the  people  here,  his  extended 
acquaintance  with  diplomatic  forms,  as  also  the  very  great  esteem  in  which  he  is 
held  here  by  the  court,  the  ministers,  the  diplomatic  corps,  and  society  in  gene- 
ral, make  him  a  most  valuable  officer,  whose  services  could  never  be  dispensed 
with  without  great  detriment  to  our  country  in  its  relations  with  this  govern- 
ment. 

♦  ♦  >  ♦  *  4c 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

G  KOERNEB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Sfc. 


Copy  of  Mr,  Eoema't  speech,  to  the  Queen. 

Madam:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  your  Majesty  the  letter  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  accrediting  me  as  minister  pleni- 
potentiary and  envoy  extraordinary  near  your  Majesty's  government,  I  act 
out  in  accordance  with  explicit  instructions  from  the  President,  in  renewing  to 
your  Majesty  the  expression  of  the  most  friendly  feelings  which  the  President 
as  well  as  the  people  of  the  United  States  entertain  towards  your  Majesty  and 
the  Spanish  nation,  and  which  my  predecessor  at  no  very  remote  period  has  had 
the  honor  to  communicate  to  your  Majesty. 

Since  the  time  alluded  to,  nothing  has  happened,  with  the  knowledge  or  con- 
sent of  the  United  States,  to  weaken  the  amicable  relations  so  happily  existing 
between  the  two  governments.  The  President  has,  on  the  contrary,  noticed  with 
great  satisfaction  the  loyal  and  highly  honorable  bearing  of  your  Majesty's 
government  towards  the  United  States,  at  a  time,  and  under  circumstances, 
which  necessarily  present  many  embarrassing  complications. 

Feeling  myself  a  lively  interest  in  all 'that  concerns  the  government  and 
nation  of  Spain,  and  sincerely  rejoicing  at  its  manifestly  great  and  onward  pro- 
gress, and  its  rapidly  increasing  prosperity,  it  may  be  proper  for  me  to  say  that 
the  duty  that  has  devolved  upon  me  to  maintain  the  mutual  friendship  between 
the  two  governments  and  nations  affords  me  personally  very  great  pleapnre. 

Permit  me  to  offer  my  most  cordial  wishes  u>r  the  health  of  your  Majes^, 
and  of  her  royal  family,  and  for  the  welfare  and  prosperity^pf  the  J9paiush 
nation.  .,,,._  oyX^OOgle 
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QueefiCi  ipecch  to  Mr.  Koemer, 
[Thmslated  from  the  official  copy.] 

Sfi5fOR  Minister  :  I  have  heard  with  the  livelieBt  pleasure  the  expression  of 
the  sentiments  of  friendship  which  animate  the  President  and  people  of  the 
TJnited  States  with  respect  to  me  and  the  Spanish  nation. 

It  is  especially  pleasing  to  me  that  your  government  has  appreciated  the 
noble  and  loyal  conduct  of  mine,  whose  acts  have  been  directed  always  to  main- 
taining the  most  perfect  good  understanding  between  both  ;  and  without  fixing 
our  attention  on  the  grave  circumstances  which  have  occurred^  except  only  to 
lament  those  evils  whose  termination  we  desire. 

I  do  not  doubt  that  you  will  contribute  to  the  preservation  of  the  good  rela- 
tions which  exist  between  the  two  governments,  and  you  may  be  sure  that  you 
wiU  encounter  in  mine  the  best  and  kindest  dispositions  towards  everything 
which  may  conduce  to  so  important  a  result. 

I  highly  esteem  your  felicitation  for  the  prosperity  which  Spain  enjoys,  and 
thank  you  for  the  good  wishes  you  express  for  her  welfare,  and  for  my  happi- 
ness and  that  of  my  family. 

It  is  a  motive  of  regret  for  me  that  the  news  of  two  important  events  on  the 
^oait  of  the  island  of  Cuba  should  have  arrived,  to  disturb  the  satisfaction  of 
your  felicitation.  But  the  terms  in  which  you  have  expressed  the  sentiments  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  fill  me  with  confidence  that  he  will  do  what- 
ever the  honor  and  rights  of  Spain  demand,  so  that  the  relations  which  unite 
die  two  governments  may  not  be  altered  because  of  these  events. 


Mr,  Setoard  to  Mr.  Koemer. 


No.  12.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  December  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  despatch  of  Mr.  Perry,  written  at  Marcia  on  the  26th  of  October 
and  numbered  89,  has  been  received.  The  account  which  it  contains  of  the  favor 
with  which  her  Catholic  Majesty  and  her  ministers  were  welcomed  on  their 
recent  progress  through  the  kingdom  is  very  interesting  and  gratifying  to  the 
President,  who  desires  nothing  in  regard  to  Spain  but  a  continuance  of  her  peace 
and  prosperity. 

The  attention  of  European  states  seems  just  beginning  to  be  arrested  by  the 
hex  that  they  are  not  merely  isolated  spectators  of  this  civil  war.  They  are 
coming  to  realize  that  it  involves  the  solution  of  a  problem  in  which,  in  one  way 
or  another,  every  European  nation  is  concerned.  Beyon^  a  doubt,  a  change  of ' 
the  political  relation  of  slavery  to  our  own  country  will  have  bearings  upon  the 
like  relation  of  slavery  towards  Spain.  She  has  a  right  to  regulate  that  relation 
for  herself  and  colonies.  Manifestly,  therefore,  Spain  is  deeply  interested  in  our 
being  left  alone  to  deal  with  that  question  here  in  the  way  that  shall  be  most  con- 
ducive to  the  safety  and  welfare  of  our  own  country.  Any  other  course  would 
tend  inevitably  to  enlarge  this  domestic  strife  into  an  unnecessarv  and  dangerous 
intemadonal  and  universal  war  of  opinion  concerning  African  slavery. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

OusTAVUS  KoBRNER,  Esq.,  ifc,9  4^.,  ifc.,  Madrid, 
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Mr.  Seward  t9  Mr,  Koemer, 

[EstrMt.] 

No.  16.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

WashiMgUm,  December  S,  1862. 
Sir:  •••••••• 

In  view  of  the  prompt  and  liberal  action  of  this  government  in  regard  to  the 
Blanche,  and  in  all  its  proceedings  in  which  Spain  is  interested,  yon  will  suggest 
to  Mr.  Galderon  Gollantes  that  the  United  States  think  it  not  unreasonable  to 
expect  that  the  privilege  heretofore  allowed  by  Spain  to  American  vessels-of- 
war  to  hold  communication  with  the  shore  at  Havana,  but  recently  revoked, 
shall  be  restored.  Mr.  Calderon  Collantes  cannot  be  uninformed  that,  while  the 
course  of  the  Spanish  government  during  our  present  unhappy  civil  war  has 
been  wisely  loyal,  there  is  at  Havana  a  local  sentiment  that  favors  the  insurgents 
and  operates  continually  to  their  advantage.  This  government  is  well  aware 
that  this  local  sentiment  is  an  element  which  the  Spanish  government  cannot 
disregard  in  its  administration  of  the  affairs  of  Cuba.  We  are  therefore  the  more 
content  to  bear  with  the  manifestations  of  that  sentiment,  which  really  adds  so 
little  to  the  advantages  of  our  internal  enemies.  Nevertheless,  it  is  hoped  that 
hereafter,  as  heretofore,  the  Spanish  government  may  find  it  as  safe  as  it  is 
beneficial  to  both  parties  to  *  manifest  at  Cuba  the  same  spirit  of  cordiality 
toward  the  United  States  which  is  so  constantly  exhibited  by  that  government 
at  home. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
GusTAVUS  KoBRNBR.  Esq.,  8fc,f  8fc,,  Sfc.,  Madrid. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Koemer, 


No.  20.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtan,  December  18,  1862. 

Sir  ;  I  send  you  copies  of  a  correspondence  which  has  recently  taken  place 
between  Major  General  Butler  and  tne  commander  of  her  Catholic  Majesty's 
ship-of-war  Blasco  de  Garay,  and  also  copies  of  an  unofficial  correspondence 
which  has  taken  place  between  his  excellency  Mr.  Tassara  and  this  department. 
All  these  papers  relate  to  certain  proceedings  of  the  commander  of  the  Blasco 
de  Garay  at  New  Orleans. 

I  send  you,  as  a  sequel  of  this  correspondence,  an  instruction  which  has  this 
day  been  given  by  this  government  to  Major  General  Butler. 

Xou  will  seek  an  narly  occasion  to  submit  these  papers  to  Mr.  Calderon  Col- 
lantes, and  at  the  same  time  state  to  him  that  this  government  confidently  expects 
that  such  instructions  shall  be  given  to  Spanish  ships-of-war  as  shall  preTent 
them  from  infringing  or  treating  with  disrespect  the  sovereignty  or  the  authority 
of  the  United  States  while  they  are  remaining  in  ports  or  places  within  the 
United  States  which  are  actually  held,  as  New  Orleans  now  is,  in  militaiy 
possession  by  the  forces  of  this  government.  It  is  not  the  desire  of  the  United 
States  to  lift  the  proceeding  of  the  commander  of  the  Blasco  de  Garay  up  to  the 
importance  which  belongs  to  a  subject  of  national  complaint;  The  regulations 
which  will  now  be  established  will,  it  is  hoped,  prevent  any  future  misunder- 
standing between  the  authorities  of  the  two  countries  at  New  Orleans. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

GusTAVUS  Koernbr,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  Sfc,,  4c.,  Madrid.  r^r\r\n}r> 

L^.gitized  by  VjOOv  IC 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Eotmer. 

No.  27.]  •  Departmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  January  30,  1863. 

Sib  :  This  government  has  learned  from  the  United  States  consul  at  Havana 
that  the  piratical  steamer  Florida,  under  the  command  of  J.  N.  Maffitt,  which 
had  been  lying  several  months  at  Mobile,  having  escaped  the  United  States 
blockading  fleet  of  that  port  on  the  night  of  the  16th  of  Januarv  instant,  and 
having  burned  the  American  brig  EstelTe,  of  New  York,  when  off  the  Tortugas 
and  bound  to  Boston  from  Santa  Cruz,  laden  with  sugar,  honej,  and  molasses, 
arrived  on  the  20th  instant  at  Havana  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening.  That 
the  cargo  of  the  Estelle  was  shipped  at  Manzanilla,  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  by 
Venecia  Rodriquez  and  company,  who  are  Spanish  subjects,  and  that  the  cargo 
was  Spanish  property.  That  notwithstanding  the  pirate  had  committed  this 
depredation  and  destruction  of  Spanish  as  well  as  of  American  property  on  the 
high  seas,  she  was  unhesitatingly  admitted  into  the  port  of  Havana  and  allowed 
to  land  there  as  prisoners,  under  pretended  parole,  the  crew  of  the  Estelle,  who 
are  citizens  of  the  United  States.  That  the  United  States  consul,  imiwdiately 
upon  the  happening  of  Aese  occurrences,  addressed  a  communication  to  his  ex- 
cellency the  governor-general  of  Cuba,  informing  him  thereof,  and  requesting 
that  the  crew  of  the  Estelle  should  be  unconditionally  released,  and  further  re- 
questing thai  directions  might  be  given  by  the  eovemor-general  that  when  the 
Florida  should  sail  fipom  Havana,  sne  shotdd  be  forbidden  from  capturing  Ameri- 
can vessels  which  might  have  sailed  within  twenty-four  hours  previously  to  her 
departure.  That  the  consul-general  of  the  United  States  in  the  same  communi- 
cation informed  his  excellency  the  governor-general  that  the  United  States 
despatch  steamer  W.  B.  Reaney,  belonging  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  had  actually  sailed  from  that  port  at  11  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the 
2l8t  of  January,  and  requested  the  said  governor-general  to  direct  that  the 
usual  twenty-four  hours  might  be  granted  to  her  before  the  Florida  should  be 
permitted  to  leave  the  port  of  Havana. 

This  government  is  further  informed  by  the  United  States  consul-general  that 
die  pirate  Florida  was  permitted  to  depart,  and  did  (depart  from  Havana,  at  six 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  of  January,  within  a  period  less  than  twenty- 
four  hours  after  the  United  States  steamer  Beaney  had  sailed  from  the  port. 

This  government  is  further  info^ned  that  the  Florida,  on  arriving  at  Havana, 
at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  was  allowed  by  the  authorities  at  that  place  to 
proceed  directly  to  her  anchorage,  notwithstanding  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  and 
that,  on  the  contrary,  when  the  United  States  ship-of-war  the  Wachusett  arrived 
at  the  same  port  on  the  22d  of  the  same  month,  at  6^  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
she  was  not  permitted  to  pass  the  guard-ship  of  the  port  on  account  of  the  late- 
n^s  of  the  hour,  and  thereby  her  commander  was  preveijted  from  landing,  and 
from  obtaining  the  information  which  he  needed  in  regard  to  the  proceedings  or 
the  direction  of  the  piratical  vessel. 

This  government  is  further  informed  by  the  United  States  consul-general  that 
his  excellency  the  governor-general  of  Cuba,  on  the  2l8t  day  of  January,  re- 
plied in  writing  to  the  before-mentioned^  communication  of  the  consul-general  of 
Ae  United  States  as  follows :  "Being  informed  of  the  contents  of  your  com- 
munication of  this  date,  referring  to  the  entrance  into  this  port  of  the  confederate 
0teamer-of-war  Florida,  and  besides  the  other  matters  which  you  state,  I  have 
the  honor  to  reply  that  the  proper  dispositions  have  been  made  in  order  that 
international  rights  may  be  duly  complied  with." 

This  government  is  nirther  informed  that  on  the  23d  of  January  the  despatch- 
botst  Reaney,  having  returned  from  Key  West  to  Havana,  bringing  a  request 
from  the  United  States  Bear-Admiral  Bailey  that  the  said  consul-general  would 
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give  all  tlie  information  in  bis  power  concerning  the  Florida  to  the  commaiider 
of  the  United  States  steamer  Oneida,  the  Oneida  appeared  off  the  Dort  at  nooa 
of  that  day.  At  one  o'clock* in  the  afternoon,  the  lUanej,  having  ner  mails  oa 
board,  started  for  Kej  West  with  directions  f^m  Bear- Admiral  Wilkes,  of  the 
Wachosett,  to  the  captain  of  the  Reanej,  to  deliver  to  the  Oneida  an  order  to 
enter  the  Havana.  The  Beaney  met  the  Oneida  about  two  and  a  half  miles 
from  the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  communicated  the  order  and  proceeded  on  her 
voyage.  When  about  six  or  eight  miles  from  Havana  she  was  brought  ta 
peremptorily  by  a  Spanish  steam  war  frigate,  which,  in  order  to  do  so,  fired  $m 
many  as  three  shots  at  the  Reaney  in  auick  succession,  preceded,  however,  by  a 
blank  cartridge,  which  the  captain  of  tne  Baaney  says  he  supposed  to  be  tli& 
signal  for  a  pilot.  A  party  from  the  Spanish  war  steamer  then  boarded  Uie 
Beaney,  and  informed  her  captain  in  the  Spanish  language  to  the  effect,  aa  was 
understood  by  the  captain  of  the  Beaney,  that  he  must  not  communicate  with 
another  vessel  so  near  the  harbor. 

This  government  is  obliged  to  assume  that  the  information  which  I  have  thus 
recited  is  true,  but  it  holds  itself  free  to  receive  from  the  government  of  her 
Catholic  Majesty  any  communication  in  refutation  of  it  that  the  government 
may  possess  and  deem  it  proper  to  give.  In  the  mean  time,  assuming  the  informa- 
tion to  be  true,  you  are  expected  to  state  to  Mr.  Galderon  Collantes  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  being  entirely  satisfied  with  the  liberal  and 
cordial  spirit  which  has  been  on  so  many  and  even  recent  occasions  expressed 
and  otherwise  manifested  by  die  government  of  Spain,  does  not  allow  himself 
to  suppose  for  a  moment  that  the  proceedings  of  the  captain-general  and  naval 
authorities  at  Havana,  in  the  transactions  of  which  it  is  now  mv  duty  to  com- 
plain, were  directed  or  authorized  by  or  even  known  to  her  Catholic  Majesty's 
government,  and  the  President  confidently  expects  that  those  proceedings,  so 
far  as  they  are  in  conflict  with  the  law  of  nations,  will  receive  at  the  hi^ds  of 
that  government  due  disapprobation  and  censure. 

You  will  then  represent  to  Mr.  Galderon  Collantes,  first,  that  the  written 
answer  which  was  given  by  his  excellency  the  captain-general  to  the  commu- 
nication of  the  consul-general  of  the  United  States  seems,  in  the  absence  of  any 
explanation,  to  have  had  less  of  particularity,  directness  and  explicitness,  ^an 
the  government  of  the  United  States  would  have  had  a  right  to  expect  in  any 
reply  which  that  distinguished  officer  would  make  to  a  communication  which 
was  proper  in  itself  and  was  courteously  conceived  and  expressed. 

Secondly,  you  will  represent  to  Mr.  Calderon  Collantes  that,  in  the  absence 
of  any  satisfactory  explanation,  the  permitting  of  the  pirate  Florida  to  enter  the 
port  of  Havana  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  20th  day  of  January,  and 
the  reftisal  to  allow  the  United  States  ship-of-war  Wachusctt,  which  arrived 
there  at  six  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  22d  day,  to  enter  the  same  port,  on  the  ground 
of  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  is  regarded  by  this  government  as  a  wrongml  and 
injurious  discrimination  against  the  United  States,  for  which  the  authoritieB  <tf 
Havana  ought  to  be  visited  with  the  censure  of  the  Spanish  government. 

Thirdly,  that  the  firing  into,  boarding  and  detention  of  the  United  States 
despatch-vessel  Beaney,  upon  the  cause  and  for  the  purpose  assigned,  if  the 
transaction  is  fully  understood,  is  regarded  by  the  government  as  an  ageression 
against  the  dignity  and  sovereignty  of  the  United  States,  which  it  does  not 
doubt  the  Spanish  government  will  disapprove. 

And  finally,  you  will  inform  Mr.  Calderon  Collantes  that  the  President  con- 
fidently expects  that,  to  the  extent  that  the  representations  which  you  are  thus 
instructed  to  submit  to  him  are  sustained  by  the  facts  as  they  may  be  ascer- 
tained, and  the  construction  which  this  government  has  put  upon  them  shall 
be  justified,  such  instructions  will  be  given  to  the  municipal  and  naval  authori- 
ties of  Cuba  as  will  be  calculated  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  proceedings  which 
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are  so  inconsistent  with  tbe  good  relations  happily  existing  between  the  two 
countries,  and  with  the  mntnaJ  dispositions  of  their  govemmenis. 

It  will  be  expected  that  you  present  this  subject  in  a  manner  which  shall  be 
at  once  resnectful  and  courteous,  and  shall  erince  that  the  confidence  in  the 
^tice  of  the  Spanish  government  which  I  have  expressed  is  sincerely  felt. 
With  that  view  you  will  seek  an  interview  with  Mr.  Galderon  Gollantes,  and 
make  known  to  him,  informally,  the  nature  of  the  communication  with  which 
Tea  are  charged,  and  wait  any  reasonable  time  that  may  be  agreeable  to  him 
.  Wore  you  formally  communicate  the  despatch  to  him  for  his  official  considera- 
tion. If  that  reasonable  time  shall  expire  without  your  having  received  any 
afsurances  that  the  Spanish  government  will  otherwise  take  the  subject  into  its 
seiious  consideration,  you  wm  read  this  despiUch  to  him  and  give  him  a  copy 
thereof  if  reanested. 

A  copy  ot  the  aforementioned  letter  of  the  United  States  consul-general  to  his 
excellency  the  captain-general  of  Cuba  is  appended  to  this  despatch. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

6U8TAVC8  KoBSNBH,  Esq.,  ^.,  8fc.f  ^.,  Madrid. 


[Urgent.] 


CoNsuiATa-GnriaAL  or  thb  Uifrm)  SrAns  or  Amirica, 

BatMma,  January  21,  1863. 

Sir:  Ak  your  excellency  is  no  doubt  aware,  a  rease]  styling  herself  the  confederate  steamer- 
of-irar  Florida  arrived  at  this  port  at  eight  o'clock  last  evening.  This  momlDg  the  master 
of  the  American  brig  Estelle,  of  New  York,  reported  to  me  that  his  vessel  had  been  cap- 
tazed  and  burned  on  the  19th  instant,  by  order  of  the  commander  of  the  steamer  abova 
alluded  ta  He  further  stated  that  the  cargo  of  his  brig  was  sugar,  honey,  and  molasses, 
shipped  by  the  Spanish  house  of  ^neda  Rodiiguez  &  Co.,  of  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  and,  to  the 
best  of  his  belief,  was  Sfoniah  property.  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  attract  the  attention  of  your 
excellency  to  this  fact,  oecanse,  while  the  government  of  the  United  States  contends  that 
siieli  a  wanton  destruction  of  property  by  a  vessel-of-war  having  no  ports  In  which  to  order 
htr  prises  is  an  act  which  alone  ought  to  daprive  her  of  international  privileges,  yet,  as  this 
has  not  been  so  regarded  by  foreign  governments,  at  any  rate  it  becomes  to  them  a  matter 
of  question  when  the  property  destroyed  belongs  to  a  neutral.  In  this  case  I  have  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  cargo  of  the  brig  Estelle  was  the  property  of  Spanish  subjects. 
Ihe  master  of  the  Estelle  also  informed  me  that  himself  and  bis  crew  had  been  brought  to 
this  port  as  prisoners,  but  sent  on  shore  under  parole,  the  commapder  of  the  Florida  in- 
formed him  that  the  necessary  documents  should  be  issued  to  them  here.  I  submit  to 
your  ezoellency  that  these  men  are  still  pnumtn,  and  suggest  that  they  either  be  uncondi* 
tkmally  released,  or  that  the  Florida  be  subjected  to  article  3d  of  the  ruyal  proclamation  of 
her  Catholic  Majesty  of  June  17,  1861,  as  was  ruled  by  your  excellency's  government  when 
that  vessel  was  in  the  port  of  Cardenas  in  August  last. 

May  I  request  of  your  excellency,  in  view  of  the  many  American  vessels  sailing  dally  out 
of  this  and  other  ports  of  Cuba,  that  when  the  Florida  sails  from  this  port  she  may  be  re- 
quired to  abstain  from  capturing  American  vessels  which  may  have  sailed  from  Havana 
tveoty-four  hours  previous  to  her  departure.  And  I  further  have  the  honor  to  advise  your 
excellency  that  the  steamer  W.  B  Reaney,  belonging  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  sailed  from  here  to-day  at  eleven  a.  m.,  uid  to  request  that  the  usual  twenty -four 
hours  may  be  granted  to  her  before  the  Florida  is  permitted  to  leave  the  port  of  Havana. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  considerations  of  gpreat  respect,  your  excellency's  obedient 
servant, 

R.  W.  SHUFELUT, 

Oimsul-QeMrai, 

His  Excellency  the  Govibnor, 

G^ftam-Gentral  qf  Cuba  fye,,  8fe.j  8fc, 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Koemer, 

[Eztraot] 

No.  32.]  Dbpahtmbnt  op  State, 

WashingUm,  February  28,  18C3. 
Sir:  Your  despatch  of  Januaiy  31  (No.  22)  has  been  received.  In  view 
o£  Mr.  Tassara's  explanations,  I  sincerely  tmst  that  such  care  will  be  taken  as 
will  prevent  hereafter  any  proceedings  similar  to  that  which  occurred  at  New 
Orleans  in  the  case  of  the  Biasco  de  Garay.  I  am  ^lad  to  learn  that  the  order 
forbidding  our  ships-of-war  to  communicate  with  we  port  of  Havana  without 
entering  the  port  will  be  rescinded.  It  will  be  impossiole  for  this  government 
to  concede  to  another  nation  hospitalities  which  are  not  reciprocated. 

•  ••  ••  •••4i  ••• 

I  am,  su*,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
GuSTAVUS  KoBRNBR,  Esq.,  4^.,  ^.,  ifc.,  Madrid. 


Mr,  Koemer  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extracts.] 


No.  26.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  March  1,  1863. 

Sir:  On  Monday  last  (23d  February)  I  had  an  interview  with  General 
Serrano,  and  communicated  to  him,  in  substance,  the  contents  of  your  despatch 
No.  27.  He  told  me  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  ''  Reaney "  affair,  he  was 
wholly  ignorant  of  the  other  occurrences,  of  which  I  had  spoken,  but  would 
immediately  write  to  the  authorities  of  Cuba  for  information.  He  said,  in  very 
emphatic  language,  that  if  any  discrimination  had  been  made  in  admitting  into 
port  confederate  vessels  and  those  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  it  was  very 
wrong  and  censurable.  He  condemned  also,  in  very  strong  languaige,  the  giving 
of  permission  to  the  Florida  to  leave  port  within  twenty-four  hours  of  toe  de- 
parture of  American  vessels,  and  also  the  detention  of  the  captured  crew  of  the 
I^stelle  as  prisoners^  after  their  landing  at  Havana. 

In  regard  to  the  firing  into  and  detaining  the  W.  B.  Reaney,  by  the  Spanish 
frigate  Princessa  de  Asturias,  he  was  not  very  explicit.  He  thought  that  Ae 
captain  of  the  frigate  had  no  intention  whatever  to  offer  any  insult  to  our  flag. 
He  had  merelv  desired  to  speak  the  W.  B.  Reaney  to  inquire  why  she  had  com- 
municated with  the  Oneida;  that  the  W.  B.  Reaney  did  not  mind  the  signal, and 
ao  the  captain  of  the  Princessa  de  Asturias  fired  some  shots,  taking  good  cafe 
that  they  should  not  hit  the  boat. 

The  general  accompanied  his  remarks  with  many  assurances  of  the  d^lre  of 
the  government  of  her  Catholic  Majesty  to  observe  the  strictest  neutrality,  and 
of  its  disposition  to  sustain,  loyally  ana  cheerfully,  the  good  relations  between 
the  two  governments. 

I  remarked  to  General  Serrano,  that  I  was  not  at  the  present  time  prepared 
to  enter  into  any  discussion  upon  the  points  presented  by  me,  nor  was  I  in- 
structed to  demand  at  this  time  any  specified  satisfaction  and  reparation.  My 
object  was  merely  to  preseht  to  her  Majesty's  government  the  facts  about  which 
my  government  had  brought  complaint,  giving  time  to  his  government  to  inform 
itself  of  the  nature  of  the  events  in  question,  and  to  refute  or  modify  them  if 
such  could  be  done. 

I  trusted,  I  said,  that  in  case  the  facts  should  turn  out  to  have  been  aa  rqpre- 
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wnieAf  the  goyemment  of  her  Oatholic  Majesty,  in  porsoance  of  the  just  and 
loyal  coarse  heretofore  obsenred  towards  the  United  States,  and  which  had  been 
mHj  recognized  and  appreciated,  would,  of  its  own  accord,  offer  such  redress  as 
was  required  by  the  nature  of  the  very  serious  injuries  inflicted  upon  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States.  I  would,  consequently,  wait  for  some  time  for  a 
reply  from  her  Majesty's  government,  looking  upon  this  conversation  as  rather 
an  informal  one,  merely  intended  to  place  the  government  in  possession  of  the 
fects  as  we  understand  them,  leaving  the  matter  to  thd  further  action  of  her 
Majesty's  government. 

General  Serrano  said  he  preferred  that  I  should  send  him  a  written  statement 
of  the  matter  of  complaint,  so  that  he  could  respond  in  writing,  to  which  I 
agreed.  In  fact,  I  wouU  have  in  the  first  instance  read  him  your  despatch,  had 
not  your  instructions  requested  me  to  make  first  a  mere  verbal  statement. 

On  Wednesday  last,  the  25th  of  February,  I  transmitted  a  note  to  General 
Serrano,  of  which  I  send  you  no  copy  at  this  time,  inasmuch  as  it  embraces  sub- 
stantially your  despatch,  and  in  many  instances  uses  its  very  language.  I  took 
occasion,  however,  to  remark  to  him,  that  inasmuch  as  he  had  received  the  ver- 
sion of  the  Spanish  authorities  as  regards  the  Reaney  afiair,  I  expected  him  to 
offer  explanations  on  that  subject  at  once,  not  waiting  for  the  ascertainment  of 
the  truth  concerning  the  other  occurrences  which  I  had  brought  to  his  notice. 

It  will  be  some  time,  perhaps,  before  I  shall  receive  an  answer  to  this  note. 
On  Thursday  evening,  the  O'Donnel  ministry  again  tendered  its  resignation, 
and  it  was  accepted  by  the  Queen.  It  had  become  evident  to  the  ministry  that 
its  influence  was  fast  wasting  away.  Resignations  from  high  officers  succeeded 
one  another,  particularly  in  the  navy,  where  more  than  a  dozen  generals  and 
brigadiers  of  the  armada  (admirals  and  commodores,  as  we  would  call  them,) 
resigned  at  once,  on  the  plea  that  the  new  minister  of  the  navy,  Ulloa,  was  a 
civilian,  and  not  competent  for  the  place.  •  •  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GUSTAVUS  KOERNER. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WaaAingtan  City, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Koemer, 


No.  37.]  Dbpastmbnt  of  State, 

WaahingUm,  March  21,  1863. 

Sib  ;  I  have  received  your  despatch  No.  25,  dated  the  22d  ultimo,  which  is 
accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  you  by  her  Catholic  Majesty's 
minister  of  foreign  affairs,  relative  to  the  recent  order  of  the  captain-general  of 
Cuba  forbidding  vessels-of-war  of  the  United  States  to  communicate  with  the 
city  of  Havana.  From  the.  terms  of  this  note  you  infer  that  the  order  in  ques- 
tion will  not  be  rescinded. 

It  certainly  seems  strange  that  the  exact  nature  of  the  proceeding  on  the  part 
of  the  captain-general  of  Cuba  should  not  be  known  by  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment The  President  is  unwilling,  however,  to  believe  that  the  reply  of  Mr. 
Serrano  to  your  note  of  the  3d  of  Januaiy  last  was  intended  to  be  merely  an 
evasive  one,  and  he  still  trusts  that  our  complaint  will  be  considered  in  the  same 
spirit  of  justice  and  comity  with  which  complaints  on  the  part  of  Spain  are  con- 
sidered by  this  government,  and  that  the  order  of  the  captain-general  will  be 
modified. 

You  are  aware  that  Mr»  Shnfeldt,  our  consul-general  at  Havana,  has  been 
removed,  and  that  Mr.  Perry  has  been  appointed  in  his  place.    This  change  has 
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been  made  under  the  beHef  tliat  it  will  be  agreeable  to  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment, and  00  be  regarded  as  a  proof  of  the  good-will  and  friendship  of  the 
United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
GuSTAVUS  KoBRNBH,  Esq.,  Sfc,f  Sfc„  Sfc^  Madrid. 


Mr.  Koemer  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  32.]  Lboation  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  April  4,  1863. 

Sir  :  On  the  Ist  of  April  I  addressed  a  note  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairSi 
of  which  I  enclose  a  copj,  (marked  A,)  and  which  will  explain  itself. 

I  also  sent  him,  on  the  same  day,  another  one  covering  the  resolutions  of 
Gonmss  concerning  foreign  intervention,  in  which  I  informed  him  that,  having 
received  no  answer  to  my  request  for  a  personal  interview,  made  on  the  28th  <u 
March,  for  the  purpose  of  reading  to  him  said  resolutions,  I  felt  constrained  to 
transmit  the  same  to  him,  as  it  was  desirable  that  a  document  of  such  importance 
should  be  brought  at  an  early  period  to  the  knowledge  of  her  M^estj's  gov- 
ernment. 

An  hour  or  two  after  I  had  sent  the  notes,  I  received  a  communication  that 
the  minister  would  see  me  on  the  7th  of  April,  and  also  a  note  dated*the  1st  of 
April,  in  reply  to  mine  directed  to  the  minister's  predecessor.  General  Serrano, 
(Duke  dc  la  Torre,)  on  the  23d  Februarv  last,  and  which  treats  of  the  events 
which  lately  happened  in  and  near  die  island  of  Cuba.  I  enclose  a  translation 
of  said  note,  (marked  B.) 

Ton  will  perceive  by  its  tenor  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  complaint  as  to 
the  discrimination  made  against  us  in  admitting  vessels  at  unusual  hours  into 
the  port  of  Havana,  and  in  r^ard  to  which  the  government  here  has  asked 
information  from  the  Spanish  authorities  there,  to  ascertain  the  facts,  all  the 
other  grievances  are  considered  by  the  Marquis  of  Miraflores  as  not  well  founded. 

I  have  not  yet  replied  to  this  last  note,  principally  for  the  reason  that  on  the 
2d  of  April  the  high  church  festivities  commenced,  and  that  before  Tuesday 
next  no  secular  business  is  expected  to  be  transacted.  Without  anticipating  the 
final  decision  of  the  President  on  the  question  raised  by  our  complaints,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  are  viewed  by  the  government  here,  I  shall  certainly, 
either  by  note  or  verbally,  state  to  the  Marquis  of  Miraflores  that  I  cannot  share 
his  belief  that  the  President  will  be  satisfied  with  the  reasoning  of  the  Spanish 
Department  of^State,  suggesting  to  him  my  objections,  and  preparing  him  for 
similar  ones,  as  likely  to  be  expected  from  tne  President 

I  am,  sir,  with  very  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GUSTAVUS  KOEBNEB. 

Hon.  William^.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Legation  op  the  United  States. 

Madrid,  April  1,  1863. 

Sir  :  On  the  23d  day  of  February  last  I  had  the  honor  to  address  a  note  to 
General  Serrano,  your  exceUency's  predecessor,  according  to  his  request,  on 
the  subject  of  certain  important  events  which  had  happened  in  and  near  &e 
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ittwd  of  Cuba,  and  on  account  of  which  I  had  been  inBtructed  by  thePresid^it 
of  the  United  States  to  make  proper  representations  to  her  Majesty's  goyem- 
ment,  and  to  expect  explanations  which  should  prove  satisfactory  to  the  goy- 
emment  of  the  United  States.  To  this  eommumcation,  as  well  as  to  others  of 
less  importance  upon  divers  subjects,  I  have  thus  far  received  no  reply. 

I  am  not  unmindful  of  what  you  remarked  to  me  on  the  occasion  of  the  two 
brief  interviews  which  I  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  your  excellency  on  the 
8th  and  22d  of  March  last,  respecting  the  very  large  amount  of  busmess  de- 
volving upon  you  at  your  recent  entrance  into  office  as  president  of  her  Majesty's 
council  and  first  secretary  of  state,  and  the  consequent  delay  which  naturally 
would  arise  in  the  transaction  of  business,  owing  to  the  circumstances  suiTound- 
ing  your  excellency. 

£kit  your  excellency  having  been  pleased,  in  our  last  interview,  to  promise 
me  an  answer  by  note  in  a  few  days,  and  the  questions  pending  being  of  such  a 
character  that  my  government  has  certainly  expected  me^to  report  upon  them 
a  long  time  ago,  I  feel  myself  constrained  to  proceed  according  to  my  instruc- 
tions, and  to  transmit  to  your  excellency,  enclosed,  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from 
Ae  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  of  the  30th  of  January  last,  relating 
to  the  events  at  and  near  the  island  of  Cuba,  with  the  urgent  request  that  your 
excellency  take  the  subjects  therein  mentioned  into  serious  consideration,  and 
act  upon  them  as  promptly  as  possible. 

I  beg  to  repeat  nere  what  I  have  stated  in  my  note  to  General  Serrano,  viz : 
that  the  question  as  to  the  misdeed  alleged  to  have  been  committed  by  her 
Majesty's  vessel-of-war  the  Princess  de  Asturias,  in  firing  upon  and  detaining 
the  United  States  amso  W.  B.  Beaney  on  the  open  sea,  is  one  which  can  be 
disposed  of  at  once,  since  her  Majesty's  government,  as  I  have  understood  from 
Gkneral  Serrano,  is  in  possession  of  the  facts  of  the  case,  as  reported  by  the 
cnthorities  of  Spain  at  the  Havana. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  of  assuring  your  excellency  of  my  most  distin- 
guished consideration. 

GUSTAVUS  KOERNER. 

His  Excellency  the  Marquis  op  Miraplorbs, 

First  Secretary  of  State  of  her  Catholic  Majesty, 


B. 

[Translation.] 


Department  of  State, 

Palace,  April  1,  1863. 

Sir  :  Being  informed  of  the  confidential  note  which,  on  the  2dd  of  February 
last,  your  excellency  was  pleased  to  direct  to  my  predecessor,  the  Duke  de  la 
Torre,  bringing  to  his  knowledge  various  complaints  brought  by  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  against  the  authorities  of  Cuba,  and 
against  the  commander  of  her  Majesty's  cruiser  Princesa  de  Asturias,  your 
excellency  will  permit  me  to  observe  that,  in  my  opinion,  among  the  events  to 
which  Mr.  Seward  refers,  the  only  one  that  might  give  occasion  for  reclamations, 
if  it  should  prove  true,  is  the  giving  permission  to  the  confederate  vessel  Florida 
to  enter  the  port  of  Havana,  where  it  arrived  at  8  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the 
20tii  of  January,  while  it  was  denied  to  the  federal  vessel  Wachusett,  which 
arrived  at  6^  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  22d,  on  account  of  the  lateness  of  the  hour. 

The  government  of  the  Queen  my  lady,  which  has  undertaken  to  guard  the 
strictest  neutrality  in  the  war  through  which  the  United  States  are  now  passing, 
could  not  tolerate  the  partiality  which  the  denounced  act  would  indicate  on  the 
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part  of  the  authoritieB  of  Cuba ;  and  not  believing  them  capable  of  deviatog 
from  the  inBtructions  thej  have  received,  aBks  them,  under  thlB  date,  to  give  in- 
formation, in  the  Bhortest  poBBible  time,  of  what  occurred  concerning  this  subject. 
This  Bame  neutrality,  of  which  so  many  proofs  have  been  given,  imposes  upon 
the  government  of  her  Majesty  the  obligation  to  admit  the  vessels  of  the  south 
into  all  Spanish  ports ;  and  in  nowise  has  it  wanted  in  faith  towards  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Union,  by  permitting  the  Florida  to  enter  Havana  after  having 
destroyed  a  ship  of  her  enemy.  And  if  the  Florida  was  permitted  to  sail  from 
diat  port  before  the  twenty-four  hours  after  the  United  States  despatch  steamer 
Beaney  had  put  to  sea  had  expired,  it  is  because  in  the  nineteen  hours  that 
transpired  between  the  departure  of  both,  the  latter,  which  directed  its  course 
towards  Cayo  Hueso,  was  able  to  gain  a  much  greater  distance  than  sufficient 
to  escape  capture  by  the  Florida ;  and  in  this  manner  the  obligation  which  the 
law  of  nations  lays  upon  neutral  powers  was  complied  with.  Your  eccellency 
will  easily  understai^d  that  in  that  time  the  Beaney  could  not  only  arrive  at  her 
destination,  but  almost  to  return  to  Havana. 

As  far  as  regards  the  detention  of  the  Reaney  by  the  Princesa  de  Asturias, 
arising  in  the  jurisdictional  waters  of  Cuba,  it  is  justified  by  the  right  belonging 
to  every  vessel-of-war  to  detain,  and  even  search,  within  the  limits  under  the  . 
jurisdiction  of  its  country,  any  merchant  vessel,  particularly  when  the  latter 
pays  no  attention  to  its  signal.  And  that  this  detention  took  place  in  the  waters 
of  Cuba  is  evident,  not  only  from  the  declaration  of  the  commander  of  the 
Princesa  de  Asturias,  but  also  from  what  may  be  deduced  from  the  fisu^t  that  the 
Beaney  returned  to  Havana,  notwithstanding  that  she  was  carrying  the  official 
correspondence. 

In  respect  to  the  answer  given  by  the  captain-general  of  Cuba  to  the  consul 
of  the  United  States,  the  government  of  her  Majesty  finds  nothing  censurable 
in  it,  since  the  terms  in  which  it  is  held  are  not  less  courteous  than  could  be 
expected  from  that  authority,  and  its  laconic  brevity  may  be  attributed  to  the 
fact  that  the  consul  engaged  himself  to  judge  of  questions  of  law,  and  of  dis- 
positions of  her  Majesty's  government  which  are  beyond  his  power,  and  into 
the  discussion  of  which  General  Dulce  was  not  allowea  to  enter  with  him. 

I  believe  that  the  government  of  the  Union  will  be  satisfied  with  the  expla- 
nations I  herewith  give  to  your  excellency,  and  that  it  will  be  convinced  that 
that  of  the  Queen  my  lady,  which  is  anxious  to  preserve  the  truly  friendly 
relations  uniting  the  two  countries,  cannot  disapprove  of  the  conduct  of  th<^ 
authorities  of  Cuba,  which  are  in  every  respect  in  conformity  with  the  require- 
ments of  law,  and  with  the  royal  decree  of  neutrality,  unless  it  should  prove 
true  that  the  entry  into  the  Havana  was  refused  to  tne  Wachusett  after  it  had 
been  conceded  to  a  confederate  vessel  under  like  circumstances,  concerning 
which,  as  I  assure  your  excellency,  information  has  been  requested  of  the  captain- 
general  of  that  island. 

I  improve  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

EL  MABQUES  DE  MIBAFLOBES. 

The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  U.  S. 


Mr,  Koerner  to  Mr.  Seward* 
[Extracts.]' 

No.  35.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  April  II,  18C3. 
Sir  :  On  the  7th  instant  I  had  an  extended  interview  with  the  Marquis  ai 
Miraflores.    He  requested  me,  at  the  end  of  it,  to  reduce  my  remarks  on  the 
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mna  Babject  of  our  conversation  to  writing;  which  I  did  in  a  note,  of  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  enckMie  yon  a  copy. 

The  minister,  who  is  of  an  advanced  age,  and  a  gentleman  of  the  most  bland 
and  polished  manners,  was  fnll  of  asBuanoes  of  ^ind  and  Mendlj  feelings  to- 
wards 00— expresses  his  entire  conviction  that  the  matters  about  which  we  had 
complained  would  be  very  satisfactorily  settled  as  soon  as  the  fiacts  were  once 
ftdly  ascertained.  He  made  great  professions  of  the  strict  neutrality  which 
Spain  would  observe  in  our  contest,  as  though  this  was  a  very  great  boon  to  our 
gpvemment. 

•  I  told  him,  in  return,  that  neutrality  was  really  the  very  least  we  had  a  right 
to  expect  under  the  eircumstances,  and  that  even  that  neutrality  was  not  closely 
nigUEued,  as  it  appeared  to  me,  by  the  Cuban  authorities,  which  had  certainly 
shown,  on  almost  every  occasion,  a  somewhat  unfriendly  spirit  to  the  United 
States  government 

Judging,  from  some  remarks  made  in  the  course  of  our  discussion,  that  l^e 
minister  (who  has  been  for  several  years  out  of  office)  was  not  very  well  in- 
fenned  with  the  recent  history  of  our  country,  and  the  causes  of  the  present 
rebellion,  I  made  him  a  short  expose  of  the  nature  of  the  questions  which  had 
agitated  the  Union  before  the  southern  insurrection,  and  gave  him  a  history  of 
the  political  movement  in  connexion  with  the  Cuban  question,  as  being  one  of 
the  causes  of  southern  discontent  To  my  surprise  he  did  not  seem  to  have  been 
aware  of  the  participation  of  Je£P.  Davis,  Pierre  Soul^,  Mr.  Slidell,  and  other 
leaders  of  the  south,  in  the  scheme  of  Greneral  Fierce  and  Mr.  Buchanan,  of 
wresting  Cuba  by  force,  if  persuasion  failed,  from  Spain. 

He  had  not  even  known  that  Mr.  Preston  had  considered  the  acquisition  of 
Cuba  as  almost  the  sole  object  of  his  mission,  and  that  he  had  been  most  anxious 
to  have  Mr.  Slideli's  thirty-million  bill  passed,  the  money  to  be  used  by  him 
to  bribe  parties  here  into  a  cession  of  Cuba.  He  appeared  to  be  very  much 
interested  in  my  account,  and  expressed  gi^at  satisfaction  when  I  remarked 
that  the  statesmen  who  now  controlled  the  destinies  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  loyal  people,  generally,  north  and  south,  had  ever  resisted  this  aggressive 
policy,  and  had  in  no  small  degree  incurred  thereby  the  displeasure  of  Uie  south 
and  of  the  party  favorable  to  the  expansion  of  slave  power. 

These  views,  I  know,  have  been  heretofore  ably  pressed  upon  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Spanish  government  by  my  immediate  jiredecessors,  but  the  late 
changes  in  the  cabinet  here  necessitate,  and  may  again  compel,  very  shortly,  a 
repetition. 

Seuor  Miraflores,  in  the  two  last  interviews,  not  having  said  a  wonl  in  regard 
to  my  question,  pat  to  him  when  I  saw  him  the  first  time,  whether  her  Majesty's 
government  woidd  object  to  our  mediation  in  the  supposed  difficulties  between 
Spain  and  Peru,  I  have  not  mentioned  the  subject  again,  thinking  that  a  proper 
regard  to  the  dignity  of  our  country  demanded  my  silence. 

The  trouble,  li  there  be  any  between  liie  two  countries,  is  entirely  ignored 
here  by  the  press ;  and  I  have  seen  notices  in  the  papers  that  the  Spanish 
squadron  has  withdrawn  from  the  Pacific 

On  day  before  yesterday  the  Cortes,  suspended  in  January  last,  have  re-as- 
sembled. The  president  of  council  (Miraflores)  has  delivered  an  address,  in  which 
he  announces,  on  the  part  of  the  new  cabinet  a  policy  which,  while  it  shall  not 
be  reactionary,  will  be  conservative.  All  parties  are  invited  to  support  the  new 
administration,  while  it  in  return  will  not  demand  party  tests  in  its  appoint* 
Bents,  fcc  &c******* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant 

GUSTAVU8  KOERNER. 

Hon  William  H.  Sbward, 

Sicrctaryof  State^  WasAingtm,  D.  C. 

g^  Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 
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Legation  of  the  United  States,* &c.,  &c., 

April  10,  18C3. 

Sir  :  In  the  interview  which  took  place  on  the  7th  instant,  and  in  which  I  had 
the  honor  to  address  to  yonr  excellency  some  observations  on  the  note  which 
you  directed  to  me,  under  the  date  of  1st  of  April  instant,  in  reply  to  my  note 
of  the  23d  of  February,  to  the  Duke  de  la  Torre,  you  expressed  a  wish  that  I 
should  give  to  my  remarks^a  more  permanent  form,  by  embodying  them  in  a 
note. 

In  compliance  with  your  desire,  I  beg  to  state  now,  what  I  remarked  to  you 
verbally,  that  I  do  not  think  that  my  government  will  be  satisfied  with  the 
views  which  the  government  of  her  Majesty  has  taken  of  the  various  com- 
plaints which  were  presented  in  my  communication  of  the  23d  of  February, 
and  in  the  despatch  of  Mr.  Seward  of  the  30th  of  January,  which  I  had  like- 
wise transmitted  to  your  excellency. 

Your  note  of  the  1st  of  April  instant,  insisting  that  the  admission  of  the 
Florida  into  the  port  of  Havana,  although  she  had  destroyed  in  the  open  sea  a 
vesselof  her  enemy,  was  justified  by  the  strict  neutrality  observed  by  Spain 
between  the  belligerents,  seems  to  be  based,  in  that  part  of  it,  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  my  government  had  preferred  a  complaint  on  account  of  such  a<unis- 
sion.  This,  however,  was  not  the  case.  While  the  President  and  the  people 
of  the  United  States  have  always  deplored  the  hasty  and  unfortunate,  not  to 
say  very  unjust,  step  taken  by  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe,  in  recognizing, 
at  the  very  outset  of  our  complications,  the  southern  vessels  as  belligerents,  and 
to  a  certain  degree  as  equals  to  a  long-established,  friendly  and  powerful  gov- 
ernment; and  while  we  have  ever  believed  that,  without  this  encouragem^it, 
the  rebellion  would  have  been  of  short  duration,  and  would  have  saved  to  the 
United  States  the  lives  of  hundreds  of  thousands  and  of  millions  of  treasure, 
and  to  the  European  states  the  very  serious  industrial  distress  and  sufiering  of 
operatives,  resulting  from  the  protraction  ot  the  struggle;  and  while  my  gov- 
ernment has  strongly  protested  against  the  measure  in  question,  it  had  never- 
theless acquiesced  in  it,  and  has,»since  such  protest,  not  ^rther  complained  of 
such  neutmlity. 

The  burden  of  the  grievance  in  the  present  instance  is  the  admission  of  said 
Florida  under  circumstances  which  were  deemed  sufficient  by  the  local  authori- 
ties of  Cuba  to  deny  su^h  admission  to  a  war  steamer  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States.  Upon  this  latter  point,  however,  I  do  not  now  o£Fer  any 
remarks,  as  both  your  excellency  and  your  predecessor  have  admitted  on  prin- 
ciple the  impropriety  of  the  course  pursued  by  the  Spanish  authorities,  and 
have  only  refrained  from  giving  the  desired  reparation,  for  the  reason  that  you 
wished  first  to  be  informed  of  the  facts  of  the  case  from  your  own  agents, 
so  as  to  establish  a  proper  basis  for  action. 

In  the  interview  first  alluded  to,  you  remarked  that  you  were  also  wiuting  for 
information  from  Cuba,  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  allegation  that  the  Florida 
was  permitted,  in  spite  of  the  express  notification  of  our  consul-general,  to 
leave  the  port  of  Havana  within  nineteen  hours  of  the  departure  of  the  United 
States  aviso  W.  B.  Reaney. 

Your  excellency  has,  nevertheless,  in  your  note  to  me,  apparently  justified 
this  violation  of  the  usual  rule  of  international  law,  which  prescribes  twenty 4bur 
hours  as  the  time  within  which  belligerent  vessels  are  not  to  leave  neutral  ports, 
by  remarking  that  as  the  Reaney  sailed  for  Cayo  Hueso,  (Key  West,)  she  had 
ample  time  to  reach  her  place  of  destination,  nay  even  to  return,  the  shortening 
of  the  usual  time  could  have  done  her  no  injury. 

Your  predecessor,  the  Duke  de  la  Torre,  has  absolutely  denounced  this  devi- 
ation (if  it  should  have  taken  place)  from  the  usual  rule  as  highly  improper  in 
the  conversation  I  held  with  him  on  the  subject,  and  I  am,  therefore,  somewhat 
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mirprised  that  your  excellency  should  have  taken  such  a  view  of  it  as  is  indi- 
cated in  your  note,  and  to  which  I  cannot  by  any  means  assent. 

Upon  more  elaborate  reflection  I  cannot  but  beliere  that  your  excellency 
must  be  convinced  that  it  would  be  a  very  dangerous  innovation  to  allow  sub- 
ordinate or  any  authority  to  add  to  or  to  subtract,  according  to  their  discretion; 
from  the  time  which  has  been  fixed  as  the  proper  one  by  the  consent  of  nations. 
The  vessel  which  leaves  first  has  a  right  to  count  on  the  time  so  fixed,  and  her 
commander  takes  his  measures  accordingly.  He  will  consult  his  convenience 
as  to  the  course  he  may  take ;  he  may  deviate  from  it  in  order  to  communicate 
with  other  vessels ;  he  may  delay  for  any  purpose.  And  it  will  surely  not  do 
to  let  the  port  authorities  substitute  their  calculations  to  his  own,  and  therefore 
expose  him  to  an  unanticipated  danger. 

It  was  the  very  business  of  the  Reaney,  as  part  of  her  service,  to  communi- 
cate with  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  at  the  West  India  station,  and 
she  was  entitled  to  use  for  that  purpose  all  the  time  which  the  law  of  nations 
gye  her,  and  she  was  under  no  obligation  whatever  to  make  the  voyage  to  Key 
West  in  such  a  manner  and  within  such  a  time  as  might  conform  to  the  sup- 
•  positions  of  the  port  authorities  of  Havana. 

Concerning  the  firing  into  and  visiting  the  Reaney  by  her  Majesty's  war 
steamer  Princesa  de  Asturias,  your  note  proceeds  upon  the  supposition  that  the 
Keaney  was  within  the  jurisdictional  waters  of  Cuba. 

The  information  in  the  possession  of  my  government  is,  that  the  event  took 
place  from  six  to  eight  English  miles  from  Havana,  which  would  certainly  fix 
Ae  locality  beyond  the  jurisdiction  accorded  by  the  law  of  nations  to  the  power 
owning  the  littoral  territory.  Not  being  able,  however,  at  this  time,  for  want  of 
more  complete  information,  to  allege  with  any  degree  of  certainty  that  the 
Seaney  was  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  her  Majesty's  government,  I  will  leave 
the  subject  for  the  present.  I  may  remark,  however,  that  if  the  detention  took 
place  for  the  purpose  of  giving  warning  to  the  captain  of  the  Reaney  not  to 
communicate  with  another  vessel  so  near  the  harbor,  a  detention  of  a  vessel  in 
the  service  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  for  such  a  purpose  was 
wholly  unjustifiable,  an  act  of  very  great  assumption  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
nandant  of  the  Princesa  de  Asturias,  and  cannot  and  wiH  not  be  tolerated  for  a 
moment  by  any  government  which  has  the  slightest  regard  for  its  own  dignity 
and  power. 

I  shall  soon  receive  more  complete  information  and  furthei^  instructions  con- 
cerning these  disagreeable,  events  from  my  government,  and  until  then  I  shall 
forbear  to  discuss  them  any  further,  trusting  that  the  observations  now  sub- 
mitted will  receive  due  consideration  from  your  excellency,  and  that  they  may, 
to  some  extent,  modify  the  views  which  you  have  ex^epsed  in  reply  to  my  in- 
formal note. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  assure  your  excellency  of  my  most  distinguished  con- 
sideration. 

GUSTAVUS  KOERNER. 
His  Excellency  the  Mahquis  op  Miraplores, 

First  Secretary  of  State  of  her  Catholic  Majesty. 


Mr.  Koemer  to  Mr,  Seward. 


No.  36.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  Ajml  n,  1863. 

Despatch  No.  37,  March  21,  1863,  just  received. 

I  shall  not  fail  to  press  the  recision  of  the  order  lately  made  at  Havana,  by 
the  late  Captain  General  Serrano,  on  the  new  minister  of  state,  supported  by 
such  arguments  as  your  despatch  suggests.  OOCjIp 
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Yonr  eircular  of  23d  of  March,  ooyering  letter  of  Postmaster  G^eral,  \n  re* 
lation  to  postal  oonference  at  Paris,  will  be  promptly  attended  to. 

Oar  consul  at  Teneriffe  is  desirous  that  our  cruisers  should  pay  some  atten- 
tion to  the  ports  of  the  Canary  islands.    Very  suspicious  crafts,  under  Englidi 
colors,  evidently  blockade-breakers,  eome  thare  to  coal. 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  KOEBNER. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Slate,  Washingtont  D,  C 


Mr.  Koemer  to  Mr,  Seward. 


No.  44.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  May  23,  1863. 

Sir  :  Despatch  42,  of  May  5,  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  say  that  the  viewf 
which  I  presented  to  the  Marquis  of  Mirailores,  in  the  conversation  reported  i^  < 
my  despatch  of  April  11,  No.  35,  are  approved  and  confirmed,  has  been  duly 
received. 

As  the  various  facts  concerning  the  events  about  which  I  was  instructed  to 
make  complaint — such,  for  instance,  as  to  whether  the  Wm.  B.  Reaney  was  within 
Spanish  jurisdiction  when  she  was  fired  at  and  visited  by  the  Princesa  de  Astm- 
rias — ^have  imdoubtedly  been  now  fully  ascertained,  I  expect  to  receive  further 
and  definite  instructions  as  to  my  action  in  the  premises. 

The  government  here  are  undoubtedly  in  possession  of  all  the  circumstancea^ 
but  they  are  not  very  likely  to  meet  the  questions  in  our  complaint  without 
being  urged  to  it  by  a  positive  and  well-defined  demand  on  our  part 

By  the  next  Spanish  courier  I  will  forward  to  London,  to  be  transmitted  ta 
the  President,  a  beautiful  volume,  containing  an  address  of  many  citizens,  con- 
eratulatinff  the  President  on  his  proclamation  of  the  Ist  of  January,  1863,  re^ 
hting  to  Uie  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  revolted  States.  It  was  in  the  fin( 
place  delivered  by  a  committee  to  our  consul  at  Barcelona,  who  has  sent  it  to 
me,  with  a  request  to  forward  it.  Enclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  ta 
Mr.  Little,  in  reply  to  his. 

Barcelona,  second  only  to  Madrid  in  population,  is  the  industrial  and  com- 
mercial capital  of  Spain.  Its  population,  from  time  immemorial,  has  been, 
known  for  its  sturdy  spirit  of  independence  and  its  love  of  liberty.  An  a^ 
knowledgment,  on  the  part  of  the  Presidentt  of  the  sentiments  of  the  citizaaa 
who  signed  the  address,  would  be  highly  valued  by  them,  and  would  inak;^  i^ 
very  favorable  impression  with  all  the  liberals  in  the  country  at  large. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GUSTAVUS  KOEENEE, 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 


Legation  op  the  United  States  of  America, 

Madrid,  May  24,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  received,  through  your  bauds,  the  splendidly  gotten  up  voloioflb 
containing  a  congratulatory  address  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  upon 
his  proclamation  of  the  1st  of  January,  1863,  relating  to  the  abolition  of  slavery* 
and  also  expressing  the  sympathy  and  good  wishes  of  a  large  number  of  cid- 
zens  of  Barcelona,  who  have  signed  said  address,  for  the  success  of  the  pnnci> 
pies  sustained  by  our  government.  ^  t 
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I  shall  take  pleasure  to  make  mrself  tbe  instrtiment  of  transmitting  said  tes- 
timonial to  oar  distingaished  Chief  of  State,  the  more  so  as  it  comes  from  the 
citizens  of  Barcelona,  a  city  renowned  in  history  not  less  for  its  pre-eminence  in 
all  industrial  pursuits,  than  for  its  lore  of  the  principles  of  human  liberty  and 
indiyidual  independence. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  President  will,  in  due  time,  respond  in  a  proper 
manner  to  the  enlightened  signers  of  this  address.    In  the  mean  time,  if  an 
opportunity  offers,  you  will  certainly  express  my  own  sentiments  in  acknowledg- 
ing in  sympathetic  terms  the  action  of  the  committee  and  of  their  constituents. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GUSTAVUS  KOEBNER. 
John  A.  Little,  Esq., 

United  States  Ckmndi  Barcelona, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Koemer, 
[Circnlar.]* 

Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 
Washington,  June  15,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  military  situation  in  the  southwest  remains  unchanged.    The  sieges 
of  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  are  continoed. 

There  has  been  a  change  on  the  line  on  Virginia.     Lee  has  moved  westward 
from  Fredericksburg,  and  General  HookeT's  army  has,  of  course,  changed  posi- 
tion and  attitude ;  but  the  object  of  Lee's  strategy  is  not  yet  developed. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLLOI  H.  SEWABD. 
GusTAVVS  KoBENBB,  Esq.,  Sfc,f  Sfc,  Madrid, 


Mr,  Perrif  to  Mr,  Seward. 


No.  93.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  July  5,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  attention  will  have  been  arrested  by  the  description  given  by  our 
consul  at  Teneriffe  of  a  suspieioqs  new  and  very  swift  steamer  which  called 
at  that  port  on  the  10th  and  1 1th  of  last  month,  and  took  one  hundred  tons  of 
eoals.  She  was  called  the  Keang-Soo,  and  bore  the  Chinese  flag,  pretending 
^  to  be  a  Chinese  man-of-war ;  carried  six  guns  and  one  hundred  and  ten  men,  all 
Englishmen ;  had  just  sailed  from  the  Clyde,  and  was  to  be  followed,  as  her 
i^teers  announced,  by  other  sister  ships  destined  to  the  same  service,  and  which 
would  also  call  at  Teneriffe  for  coals. 

I  enclose  for  your  perusal  the  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  just  addressed  to  Mr. 
Adams  on  this  subject. 

Is  there  not  a  fleet  of  English-built  and  English-manned  steamers  collecting 
in  some  distant  sea,  to  be  transferred  openly  hereafl;er  to  the  service  of  our 
lebels? 

You  will  perhaps  be  able  to  confirm  or  rgect  this  suspicion  by  additional  in- 
formation received  from  other  quarters,  but  I  beg  you  aid  me  and  guide  my 
action  by  your  instructions. 

I  confess  that,  as  the  facts  appear  here  at  present,  I  should  feel  very  much 
tempted  to  advise  any  commander  of  a  sufficient  naval  force  in  our  service  to 


*  Same  to  other  legationa  in  Europe.  ^,y, u^^..  ^y  ^^^  ^f^ 
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overhaal  one  of  these  Chinese  men-of-war,  or  all  of  them,  and  take  them  into 
port,  if  his  examination  of  their  character  should  not  prove  completely 
satisfactory. 

I  should  feel  confident  that  any  question  with  his  Imperial  Majesty  the  Em- 
peror of  China,  resulting  &om  a  mistake  in  the  detention  of  these  veesels, 
armed  and  manned  in  England,  would  not  be  beyond  your  power  to  arrange 
satisfactorily  after  the  mistake  (if  any  were  made)  should  be  corrected.  But 
there  is  no  naval  force  now  near  me  fit  for  such  service. 

I  lack  not  merely  the  advantage  of  your  instructions,  and  the  considerations 
of  your  better  judgment  to  decide  such  a  point  as  this,  but  the  material  means 
for  any  efficient  action  are  completely  wanting. 

The  President  will  probably  have  already  taken  such  action  as  the  govern- 
ment may  have  deemed  adequate  upon  receipt  of  the  letter  of  the  consul  at 
Teneriffe,  which  he  informs  ^e  he  addressed  to  you  on  or  about  the  14th  of 
last  month. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 


Mr.  Perry  to  Mr,  Adams, 

Lbgation  op  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  My  5,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  received  information  from  the  cotisul  of  the  United  States  at 
Teneriffe  (Canary  islands)  to  the  effect  that  a  very  suspicious  craft  called  the 
Keang-Soo,  bearing  the  Chinese  flag  and  pennant,  and  purporting  to  be  a  Chinese 
man-of-war,  was  at  that  port  on  the  10th  and  11th  of  June,  on  her  way  from 
the  Clyde  to  China,  as  she  said.  She  was  officered  and  manned  by  English- 
men, carried  six  guns,  with  a  crew  of  one  hundred  and  ten  seamen,  and  was  an 
exceedingly  swift  craft.  The  consul  believes  her  to  be  a  new  coi^ederate  cruiser, 
and  that,  he  reports,  was  the  general  opinion  in  the  island. 

The  ship  having  no  bill  of  health,  and  her  flag  being  unknown  to  the  local 
authorities,  she  was  not  admitted  to  pratique,  but  took  one  hundred  tons  of  coals 
in  quarantine  and  proceeded  on  her  voyage. 

Her  officers  said  at  Teneriffe  that  more  vessels  under  the  same  flag  were  now 
fitting  out  in  England,  and  would  also  call  at  Teneriffe  for  coals.  The  consul 
wrote  immediately  to  the  goveniment  at  Washington,  and  I  hasten  to  put  tliis 
matter  in  your  knowledge  for  such  effect  as  you  may  think  proper  to  give  it  in 
England. 

Would  it  not  be  well  to  advise  the  captain  of  some  one  of  our  national  ves- 
sels to  proceed  to  the  Canary  islands,  in  the  hope  of  overhauling  one  of  these 
crafts? 

I  have  no  ship  for  this  service  near  me;  an  old  sailing  sloop  at  Cadiz  is  the 
only  man-of-war  in  Spanish  ports.  Perhaps  you  may  know  of  a  steam  sloop  or 
gunboat  near  your  legation.  Perhaps  you  may  know  also  that  these  crafts  are 
really  intended  for  service  in  China,  where,  I  am  told,  our  English  ft-iends  do 
not  see  two  belligerents,  but  only  a  legitimate  government  and  a  rebellion,  which 
it  is  quite  proper  for  them  to  aid  in  suppressing. 

Whether  Chinese  or  confederate,  will  not  these  ships  be  transferred  to  th« 
rebel  service  in  the  eastern  seas  ?  Is  there  not  a  fleet  of  them  collecting  in  those 
distant  seas,  either  to  destroy  our  commerce  or  to  come  back  in  force  upon  oar 

..gitized  by  Google 


DIPIiOMATIC    COBRESPONDCNCE.  903 

unprotected  Pacific  coast,  or  even  to  undertake  some  bold  enterprise  in  the  At- 
lantic ports,  or  in  the  gulf  of  Mexico  ? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

His  Excellency  Charles  F.  Adams,  (f-c.,  dc,  London. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Perry, 

No.  1.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  24,  1863. 
Sir:    Your  despatch  dated  the  5th  instant,  and  numbered  93,  has  been 
received.     You  will  accept  my  thanks  for  the  interesting  and  valuable  informa- 
tion it  contains,  which  has  already  been  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
H.  J.  Perry,  Esq ,  Sfc,,  Sfc,,  Sfc,,  Madrid. 


Mr,  Perry  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  103.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

San  Yldefonsoy  July  29,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  congratulate  the  President  on  the  splendid  successes  of  our 
armies  in  every  direction — ^north,  west,  and  south — the  news  of  which  has  reached 
us  by  the  ordinary  channels  since  the  receipt  of  your  last  despatch  of  June  29. 
The  news  from  Gettysburg,  from  Vicksburg,  Helena,  and  from  Tennessee,  is 
the  best  possible  answer  from  America  to  the  machinations  of  rebel  sympathizers 
in  Europe.  These  had  recently  taken  somewhat  alarming  proportions,  and 
seemed  to  indicate  a  proximate  attempt  at  intervention,  and  the  possible  recog- 
nition of  southern  independence.  In  the  fdce  of  these  victories,  I  am  certain 
that  no  such  attempt  will  be  made.  The  gloomiest  moment  of  our  great  strug- 
gle, as  seen  from  Europe,  has  been  succeeded  by  the  brightest  with  a  rapidity 
almost  dazzling.  It  is  hard  to  keep  all  the  coolness  of  one's  judgment  in  such 
a  moment ;  but  I  am  glad  to  believe  that  the  turning  point  of  the  long  contest 
was  reached  and  passed  on  the  4th  day  of  July  last.  That  day  becomes  hence- 
forth doubly  hallowed,  as  marking,  by  a  notable  coincidence,  the  two  great 
crises  of  our  nation's  history.  The  series  of  our  victoiies  will  continue  now. 
The  military  power  of  the  rebellion  is  broken  at  its. strongest  joint  and  must 
hereafter  rapidly  diminish.  The  vital  question  of  our  existence,  whether  we  are 
to  continue  to  be  a  nation,  or  only  a  loose  agglomeration  of  petty  states,  wrang- 
ling between  themselves,  is  solved  at  last  in  fevor  of  our  nationality.  The  ex- 
aggerated assertion  of  State  rights  will  no  longer  put  the  sword  in  the  hands  of 
our  citizens.  The  great  question  of  our  interior  polity  and  progress  wiD  here- 
after be  settled  definitely  by  peaceful  debates  in  Congress,  and  the  ultimate 
appeal  to  the  ballot  of  the  whole  people. 

Tell  the  President  that  the  respect  of  Europe  is  secured.  I  have  to-day  had 
an  important  interview  with  the  Marquis  of  Miraflores  on  the  subject  of  recog- 
nition; the  field  here  is  won. 

I  shall  report  to  you  as  soon  as  the  memorandumt  which  has  been,  drawn  up, 
is  read  and  approved  by  the  marquis,  which  will  probably  be  to-morrow. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward,  n r^r^n\o 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C.  ^'^'^'^^^  by  >^UO^  IC 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Perry. 

No.  3.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  Statk, 

Washington,  August  10,  1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  read  with  deep  interest  your  despatch  of  the*  12th  of  July,  (No. 
97,)  and  although  I  am  not  sanguine  that  the  bold  announcement  of  democratic 
and  humane  sentiments,  in  the  justly  influential  quarter  to  which  it  refers, 
would  prevail  in  the  Queen's  councils  against  the  seductions  of  a  flattering 
European  alliance  for  our  injury,  I  think  I  can  see,  in  the  present  condition  ^ 
Spanish  politics,  grounds  to  believe  that,  in  the  event  of  such  a  combination, 
Spain  would  have  more  reason  to  fear  dangerous  results  than  would  the  United 
States.  Without  having  any  reliable  advices,  I  assume  that  the  recent  changes 
in  the  military  situation  here,  and  the  failure  of  Mr.  Roebuck's  motion,  together 
with  the  renewed  declaration  of  neutrality  made  bv  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain 
in  proroguing  Parliament,  have,  for  the  present,  quieted  the  intrigues  of  the  sym- 
pathizers wiSi  the  insurrection,  as  well  in  Madrid  as  in  Paris  and  London. 

A  question  whether  the  maritime  jurisdiction  of  Spain  extends  more  than 
three  miles  around  the  island  of  Cuba  has  been  discussed  here,  and  has  just 
taken  a  critical  shape.  I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  notes  which  have  recently 
passed  between  this  department  and  Mr.  Tassara  on  the  subject.  The  question 
requires  to  be  considered  with  great  coolness  on  the  part  of  both  governments. 
In  view  of  its  discussion,  I  think  it  proper  to  suggest  that  you  assure  the  gov- 
ernment of  her  Catholic  Majestv  in  a  respectful  and  informal  way,  but  at  the 
same  time  in  a  perfectly  candid  manner,  that  the  United  States  sincerely  and 
earnestly  desire  not  only  present  but  enduring  peace  and  friendship  with  Spain ; 
that,  probably,  our  civil  war,  which  is  attended  by  so  many  irritations  in  the 
Gulf,  cannot  last  much  longer,  and  those  irritations  will  depart  with  it ;  that  the 
United  States  have  hitherto  been  content  with  Spanish  sovereignty  in  Cuba, 
and  that  after  the  war  shall  have  ended,  thev  are  likely,  owing  to  domestic  con- 
siderations, to  be  even  more  just  and  ^endly  towards  Spain  than  they  have 
hitherto  been ;  that,  on  the  other  hand,  no  one  can  foretell  the  foture  relations  of 
the  two  countries  if  they  suSgt  themselves  to  be  drifted  into  a  naval  conflict  by 
any  of  the  cross  currents  that  this  insurrection  may  set  in  motion. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Horatio  J.  Perry,  Esq.,  ifc.,  Sfc.,  Madrid. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Perry. 


No.  4.]  Dbpartment  of  State, 

Washington,  August  10,  1863. 
Sir:  Your  very  interesting  despatch,  under  the  date  of  July  19,  and  num- 
bered 100,  has  been  received.  It  is  accompanied  by  numerous  extracts  from 
the  press  of  Madrid,  in  which  a  question  of  recognition  of  the  insurgents  in  our 
country  seems  to  have  been  discussed  with  much  earnestness  and  freedom. 
This  discussion  occurred  simultaneously  with  debates  upon  the  same  subject  in 
London  and  Paris.  Since  that  time  events  have  occurred  here  which  will, 
probably,  have  quieted,  at  least  for  a  time,  the  unfriendly  debate  in  those  cap- 
itals. I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  assume  that  her  Catholic  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment have  sympathized  with  tne  enemies  of  the  United  States  in  the  discus- 
sion which  has  taken  place  in  Spain.  You  are  at  liberty,  however,  to  state  that 
the  agitation  has  engaged  the  President's  attention,  and  that  he  reckons  confi- 
dently on  the  continued  friendship  of  the  Spanish  govei^nment,  ^d^has  observed 
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with  satisfaction  tbe  dignified  forbearance  it  has  hitherto  practiced  with  r^ard 
to  an  unhappy  strife  which  it  belongs  not  to  foreign  nations,  but  to  the  United 
States  aloDe,  to  regulate  and  compose. 

The  activity  and  energy  you  nave  practiced  on  the  occasion  are  gratefully 
acknowledged. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Horatio  J.  Pbrrt,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Madrid, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Ferry, 


No.  5.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  August  14,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  interesting  despatch  of  the  25th  of  July  (No.  102)  has  been 
received.  The  European  mail  has,  at  the  same  time,  brought  what  is  said  to  be 
an  authorized  disavowal  by  the  Spanish  government  of  any  design  to  recognize 
the  insurgents  now  in  arms  against  the  United  States. 

If  such  a  decision  has  been  made,  it  will  be  proper  for  you  to  express  to  the 
Marquis  of  Miraflores  the  satisfaction  with  wnich  the  President  regards  the 
proceeding ;  and  you  are  at  liberty  to  say  that  it  has  been  received  as  a  new 
proof  of  the  good  will  and  friendship  of  Spain. 

It  has  excited  some  surprise  that  the  Spanish  government  should  have  left 
the  United  States  legation  at  Madrid  altogether  uninformed  of  its  purpose  to 
send,  and  of  its  having  actually  sent,  to  Mr.  Tassara  the  important  instruction 
concerning  the  claim  of  maritime  jurisdiction  to  the  extent  of  six  miles  around 
the  island  of  Cuba,  which  was  mentioned  in  the  despatch  that  was  addressed  to 
you  on  the  10th  instant.  Had  they  informed  you  of  it,  I  think  it  possible  that 
it  might  have  prevented  embarrassment.  The  United  States,  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  could  not,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  have  anv  special  interest 
in  denying  to  Spain  the  claim  she  makes  of  a  maritime  jurisdiction  exceeding 
three  miles  around  the  island  of  Cuba,  or  elsewhere.  But  upon  that  question 
we  stand  upon  a  ground  which  is  held  by  us  in  common  with  all  the  maritime 
states.  The  present  movement  is  an  unfortunate  one,  to  expect  us  to  surrender 
on  our  part  a  right  which  they  are  understood  to  maintain  equally  with  our- 
selves. The  difficulty  is  immensely  increased  by  the  manner  in  which  the 
Spanish  goveinment  has  now  presented  the  question.  The  delay  of  our  reply 
to  the  notes  of  Mr.  Tassara  resulted  from  the  circumstance  that  it  seemed  to 
this  government  an  unpropitious  time  to  negotiate  the  question  when  no  case 
involviiig  it  had  actually  arisen,  and  while  we  were  endeavoring  to  render  just 
satisfaction  to  Spain  in  the  case  of  the  Greneral  Rusk,  alia^  Blanche.  It  is  ap- 
prehended that  the  case  of  the  Victor,  which  is  now  made  the  subject  of  our 
special  examination,  wUl  present  the  very  question.  I  think  that  the  notes  ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  Tassara  ought  to  satisfy  the  Spanish  government  of  our  good 
disposition  to  give  it  a  fair  and  just  consideration.  I  need  not  indicate  more 
distinctly  than  has  been  done  in  fiie  last  of  those  two  notes  how  injuriously  the 
proceeding  which  the  Spanish  government  has  taken  embarrasses  the  discussion 
of  the  suQect.  Do  not  suffer  the  Spanish  government  to  be  misled  into  the 
belief  that,  if  assailed,  we  shall  not  defend  ourselves,  or  that,  if  Spain  remains 
friendly  to  the  United  States,  she  cannot  rely  upon  them  for  a  just  and  liberal 
friendship  in  return. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

HoftATio  J.  Perry,  Esq.,  4^.,  ^.,  Madrid.  ^  t 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Koemer, 

No.  50.]  Department  of  State, 

Waihington,  August  31,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  juBt  retained  to  this  city  from  an  excursion  through  the  State 
of  New  York,  in  company  with  a  large  number  of  the  foreign  representatives 
residing  near  this  government.  The  recreation  thus  obtained  was  as  needM  to 
myself  as  to  them.  The  immediate  departure  of  the  mails  prevents  special  ac- 
knowledgments of  such  despatches,  received  during  my  absence,  as  were  thought 
deserving  of  my  personal  attention. 

The  siege  of  Charleston  is  proceeding  with  apparent  success.  The  move- 
ments of  General  Rosecrans  and  General  Bumside,  in  their  operations  with 
regard  to  East  Tennessee,  are  as  difficult  as  they  are  important 

The  interests  of  the  Unioo  in  Texas  are  not  overlooked. 

You  will  have  already  learned  that  the  expectations  of  the  insurgents  which 
were  built  on  a  riot  in  New  York,  such  as  often  happens  in  all  great  cities,  have 
been  disappointed.  The  re-enforcement  of  the  army  and  the  increase  of  the 
navy  are  going  on  with  all  reasonable  success.  The  riot  proceeded  upon  a  false 
assumption  of  interested  persons  that  the  country  was  wearied  and  exhausted 
by  this  unfortunate  civil  war.  It  is  now  perceived  that  it  is  as  prosperous  and 
as  strong  as  it  has  been  at  any  former  period  of  its  history.  It  desires  peace, 
but  not  immoderately. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Gustavus  Kobrner,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  8fc,<,  Madrid, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Perry, 


No.  7.]  Department  op  State, 

WaihingtoHt  September  3,  1S63. 
Sir  :  Your  several  despatches  of  July  29,  (No.  103,)  July  31,  (No.  104.)  and 
August  2,  (No.  105,)  have  been  received.  The  President  is  pleased  with  the 
assurance  you  have  received  from  the  Marquis  Miraflores  that  the  government 
of  Spain  still  adheres  to  its  policy  of  withholding  recognition  from  the  insurgents. 
It  is  not  surprising  'that  all  the  statesmen  of  Spain  do  not  fiilly  understand  or 
always  bear  in  mind  the  divisions  of  parties  in  the  United  States,  and  their 
relative  policies  in  regard  to  the  Spanish  possessions  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Bico. 
Still  less  does  it  surprise  us  that  the  Marquis  Miraflores  should  have  failed  to 
apprehend  fully  the  unswerving  policy,  exclusively  American,  which  determines 
the  United  States  to  decline  auiances  for  purposes  of  offence  or  guarantee  with 
other  natiops.  Nor  is  it  generally  wise  or  expedient  for  the  government,  under 
any  administration,  to  open  its  questions  of  domestic  policy  in  its  controversies 
with  foreign  states.  Nevertheless,  you  have  not  erred  in  bringing  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  Marquis  of  Miraflores  the  bearing  of  the  present  civil  war  upon  the 
question  of  slavery  at  home  as  well  as  abroad.  The  Spanish  government  can 
easily  determine  for  itself  whether  the  continued  enjoyment  of  Cuba  with  slavery 
is  more  likely  to  be  secured  by  a  recognition  of  the  insurgents,  which  would  be 
an  act  hostile  to  the  United  States,  than  it  wilt  be  secured  by  the  policy  of  cor- 
dial friendship  towards  the  United  States  which  has  induced  them  for  sixty  years 
to  respect  that  occupation  themselves,  and  to  insist  upon  its  being  respected  by  all 
other  nations.  The  United  States  do  not  want  any  more  territories,  certainly 
they  do  not  want  any  more  slaveholding  territories.  The  United  States  govern- 
ment is  not  a  forcible  propagandist  of  emancipation  even  at  home,  although  it 
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does  DOt  hesitate  to  strike  slaverj  down  when  it  rises  in  resistance  to  the  goy- 
enunent.  Mnch  less  is  this  government  an  armed  propagandist  of  emancipation 
or  any  other  policy  in  foreign  countries.  But  it  certainly  could  not,  if  assailed 
by  any  foreign  slaveholding  power,  show  any  greater  forbearance  towards  the 
sJavery  maintained  by  a  foreign  army  than  it  shows  to  domestic  slavery  when 
employed  against  the  government  by  the  insurgents. 

If  you  think  it  proper  that  these  thoughts  should  be  brought  to  the  attention 
of  her  Catholic  Majesty's  government,  your  own  discretion  must  be  exercised  as 
to  the  way  of  making  them  known  informally  to  the  Marquis  of  Miraflores. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Horatio  J.  Pbbht,  Esq.,  3fc^  Sfc.,  Madrid. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Perry. 


No.  10.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  September  21,  1863. 
Sir:  Tout  despatch  of  August  26  (No.  110)  has  been  received.  The  general 
views  of  the  United  States  concerning  the  interests  of  society  and  government 
in  Mexico,  and  on  this  continent,  have  been  heretofore  fully  made  known  to  all 
parties  who  officially  expressed  to  us  any  concern  on  that  subject.  While 
adhering  to  these  views,  the  President  does  not  perceive  any  necessity  for 
entering  at  present  into  the  European  debates  which  have  arisen  out  of  the 
changing  phases  of  the  war  with  France  against  Mexico.  You  will  be  promptly 
advised  if  it  shall  be  deemed  important  to  enter  into  explanations  on  that  sub- 
ject with  the  cabinet  of  Madrid. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Horatio  J.  Perry,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Madrid. 


Mr.  Tassara  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Legation  op  Spain  in  Washington, 

Washington^  September  3,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her 
Catholic  Majesty,  deplores  to  find  himself  under  the  necessity  to  again  call  the 
attention  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  upon  the 
arbitrariness  of  which,  in  regard  to  quarantines,  the  Spanish  vessels  at  New 
Orleans  are  being  subjected. 

The  transport  ships-of-war  of  the  Spanish  navy,  Pinta  and  Mari  Galante,  com- 
ing from  Habana  in  ballast,  have  arrived  at  New  Orleans  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  on  board  a  part  of  the  tobacco  which  the  Spanish  government  has  pur- 
chased in  that  city,  and  notwithstanding  the  health  of  their  crews  has  been  most 
excellent  during  the  voyage,  a  quarantiop  of  thirty  days  to  both  has  been  im- 
posed, without  regard  to  the  time  of  passage. 

The  consul  of  her  Majesty  had  officially  addressed  himself  to  General  Butler 
to  know  if  the  serious  injuries  which  would  arise  from  so  extraordinai^  deten- 
tion could  be  avoided,  but  up  to  the  departure  of  the  mail  of  the  23d  of  August 
no  attention  had  been  paid  to  his  remonstrance. 

It  must  be  observed  (held  in  mind)  that  at  the  same  time  that  these  hard 
quarantines  are  imposed  upon  the  Spanish  vessels,  North  American  vessels,  com- 
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fng  from  the  same  place,  are  being  admitted  without  any  detention  irhateYer,and 
also  Bome  foreign  vesseLi,  who  observe  it  (the  quarantine)  during  only  two  or 
three  days. 

In  the  note  which  the  undersigned  addressed  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
State  on  the  7th  of  August  last,  respecting  the  quarantine  of  the  Cardenas,  men>- 
tion  was  made  of  three  vessels,  to  wit,  the  Mane  Felicite,  a  French  vessel,  the 
English  schooner  Virginia  Antoineta,  and  the  North  American  steamer  Roanoke, 
which,  although  coming  from  Habana,  had  been  treated  with  less  severity. 

To  these  cases  may  now  be  added  the  ship  Wild  Gat,  coming  from  Matansas, 
which  was  detained  but  for  two  days,  and  the  ship  Statesman,  from  the  same 
port,  which  was  admitted  after  eight  days. 

In  a  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  between  Oeneral  Butler  and  the 
commander  of  the  Spanish  war  steamer  Blasco  de  Garay,  in  relation  to  the 
scarcity  of  provisions  on  board  this  vessel,  and  in  which  the  question  of  quaran- 
tine has  been  incidentally  treated.  General  Butler  says  the  following:  "The 
question  of  the  duration  of  the  quarantine,  and  of  the  operations  which  are  to 
be  made  to  preserve  us  from  contagion,  I  have  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  the 
proper  medieal  officer  of  the  lazaretto.  I  have  never  interfered  by  my  orders 
with  his  dispositions.  If  he  thinks  that  in  a  given  case  ten  days  suffice,  ten 
days  shall  be  imposed ;  if  forty  in  another,  it  shall  be  forty;  and  if  in  another 
one  hundred  days,  it  must  be  one  hundred.  1  think,  however,  that  the  medical 
officer  can  make  a  difference,  with  regard  to  the  duration  of  the  quarantine,  be- 
tween a  vessel  which  has  only  touched  at  Habana  and  another  which  has  loaded 
and  taken  her  crew  on  board  there.  This  must  be  borne  in  mind,  in  order  to 
explain  the  difference  of  the  duration  of  the  quarantine." 

Above  all,  it  must  be  observed  that,  as  is  public  and  notorious,  the  state  of 
Kew  Orleans  in  point  of  salubrity  is  not  to-day  better,  if  indeed  it  is  not  already 
worse,  than  that  of  the  island  of  Cuba ;  but  setting  apart  this  consideration,  and 
even  admitting  the  differences  which  General  Butler  establishes,  either  himself 
direcdy,  or  the  medical  officer  of  the  lazaretto  who  fixes  the  duration  of  the 
quarantines,  it  is  very  sin^lar  that  to  the  Pinta  and  the  Mari  Galante,  as  previ- 
ously to  the  Cardenas,  which  arrived  at  New  Orleans  in  the  most  satisfactory 
state  of  salubrity,  a  quarantine  of  thirty  days  should  have  been  syttematicaUff 
imposed  upon  them,  while  to  other  vessels,  under  other  flags,  which  at  most 
could  come  under  the  same  conditions,  it  has  not  been  deemed  necessary  to  im- 
pose them  one  or  more  than  two  days.  Furthermore,  it  must  be  remarked  that 
some  of  these  vessels,  the  Pinta,  had  had  a  passage  of  twenty-one  days  when  she 
presented  herself  at  the  lazaretto. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  finds  himself  under  the  necessity  of  addressing 
himself  in  the  most  formal  manner  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  request- 
ing him  to  be  pleased  to  inform  him  what  are  the  rules  which,  with  regara  to 
quarantines,  attain  in  New  Orleans,  and  especially  the  difference  which  appears 
to  be  intended  to  be  established  with  respect  to  Spanish  vessels. 

In  the  present  case  the  circumstance  even  arises  that  the  Pinta  and  the  Mari 
Galante  are  the  vessels  which,  with  the  knowledge  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  have  come  to  take  on  board  quantities  of  tobacco  which,  to  the 
injury  of  the  Spanish  exchequer,  have  been  for  a  long  time  detained  in  New 
Orleans,  and  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  wiD  judge  whether  he  should  or 
should  not  give  the  order,  already  too  late,  that  they  be  immediately  despatched. 
In  any  event,  he  must  understand  that  in  the  island  of  Cuba  the  most  rigorous 
reciprocity  will  be  observed  with  regard  to  the  vessels  of  the  United  States 
which  may  arrive  at  those  ports.  To  use  the  phrase  of  General  Butler,  "  If  it 
is  thought  that  ia  a  given  case  ten  days  shall  suffice,  ten  days  will  be  imposed ; 
if  forty  in  another,  it  shall  be  forty;  and  if  in  another  one  hundred,  it  shall  be 
one  hundred ;''  the  same  in  the  island  of  Cuba  as  at  New  Orleans. 

In  the  correspondenee  with  the  commander  of  the  Blasco  de  Garay,  and  ia 
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other  communications  to  the  consul  at  New  Orleans,  Greneral  Butler  expresses 
himself  in  terms  of  the  greatest  friendship  toward  the  Spanish  nation.  His 
acts,  however,  are  in  contradiction  with  his  words,  and  neither  the  ^oyernment 
of  Spain  nor  the  undersigned,  in  consequence  of  the  responsibility  which  he  has 
therein,  can  see  with  indifference  the  unjustifiable  arbitrariness  with  which  the 
Spanish  yessels  are  being  treated  in  New  Orleans,  particularly  the  contrast 
being  so  great  between  this  conduct  and  that  which  is  being  observed  towards 
the  vessels  of  the  United  States  both  in  Cuba  and  in  Spain. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  State  the  assurance  of  his  most  high  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TAS8ARA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  ^.,  8fc„  ^. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Tassara. 


Departmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  September  10,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Tassara's  note  of  the  3d  instant,  preferring  com- 
plaints alleged  bj  the  Spanish  consul  at  New  Orleans  against  Major  General 
Butler's  administration  of  the  quarantine  laws  there  in  the  cases  of  the  Pinta 
and  Mari  Galante,  transport  ships-of-war  of  the  Spanish  navv. 

In  reply,  the  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Tassara  that  a  copj 
of  his  communication  has  been  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  request 
that  he  would  cause  the  subjects  involved  to  be  promptly  investigated. 

So  far  as  this  government  knows,  or  has  any  reason  to  believe.  Major  General 
Sutler's  administration  of  the  quarantine  laws  has  been  impartial  in  regard  to 
all  vessels  of  whatever  nationsuity.  Certainly  the  government  will  allow  no 
invidious  discrimination ;  and  least  of  all,  a  discrimination  to  the  inconvenience 
of  Spanish  vessels;  and  Major  General  Butler  and  Governor  Shepley  will 
immediately  be  so  instructed. 

The  unaersigned  avails  himself  of  the  occasion  to  offer  to  Mr.  Tassara  renewed 
assuiances  of  his  very  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Selior  Don  Gabbibl  Garcia  y  Tassara,  Sfc.,  !fc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Tassara, 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  November  3,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  Mr.  Tassara  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretarj 
of  War,  of  this  date,  communicating  a  complaint  made  to  him  by  M«nor  Qext* 
eral  Butler,  commanding  at  New  Orleans,  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  several 
Spanish  vessels-of-war  in  that  port,  namely,  the  Pinta,  Mari  Galante,  and  Blasco 
de  Garay. 

The  undersigned  feels  assured  that  the  subject  of  General  Butler's  letter  wiU 
receive  the  prompt  attention  of  her  Catholic  Majesty's  minister,  and  trusts  thai 
the  conduct  complained  of  may  be  susceptible  of  satisfactory  explanation. 

The  undersigned  offers  to  Mr.  TaAsaca  renewed  assurances  of  his  high  con* 
aideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED., 

Sefior  Don  Gabribl  Garcia  y  Tassara,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc,    ^.y  .....y  ^ — glC 
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Mr,  Tatsara  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Translatioii.] 

Legation  op  Spain  in  Washington, 

Washingtony  November  5,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her 
Catholic  Majesty,  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  which,  under  date  of 
yesterday,  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  has  been  pleased  to  address  to  him, 
transmitting  to  him  a  communication  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War, 
with  another  from  Greneral  Butler,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of  the  Spanish 
vessels- of- war  Pinta,  Marl  Galante,  and  Blasco  de  Garay,  at  New  Orleans. 

The  undersigned  declines  to  believe  that  the  commanders  of  the  vessels 
referred  to  have  been  wanting,  at  least  voluntarily,  in  the  duties  of  neutrality; 
but  he  will  assure  that  the  proper  investigation  will  be  made;  and  the  honorable 
Secretaiy  trusts  with  reason  that  the  satisfactory  explanations  which  the  case 
may  call  for  shall  be  given. 

In  reference  to  the  conduct  in  general  of  the  Spanish  employes  in  their  rela- 
tions with  this  country  during  the  present  crisis,  besides  many  other  proofs 
known  to  the  honorable  Secretary,  there  exists  the  well-authenticated  evidence 
of  General  Butler  himself  in  an  expressive  paragraph  of  another  recent  docu- 
ment (his  report  in  the  affair  of  the  quarantine)  communicated  to  this  legation 
by  your  department. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  the  honorable 
W.  H.  Seward  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 

William  H.  Seward, 

{Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 


Mr.  Tassara  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Translation  ] 

Legation  op  Spain, 
Washington,  November  26,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her 
Catholic  Majesty,  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  which,  under  date  of  the 
23d  instant,  was  addressed  to  him  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  placing 
in  his  knowledge  that,  in  consequence  of  the  charges  which  previously  had  been 
made  against  some  Spanish  ships-of-war  at  New  Orleans,  in  regard  to  which 
charges  a  statement  had  alreadv  oeen  sought  firom  this  legation  by  your  depart- 
ment, General  Butler  had  prohibited  the  entry  of  any  Spanish  vessel-of-war 
further  up  than  the  forts  of  that  port,  until  further  orders  from  the  Department 
of  War.  The  honorable  Secretary  of  State  adds,  that  the  explanations  asked 
firom  this  legation  being  still  pending,  he  has  thought  it  fit  to  recommend  to  the 
Secretary  m  War  to  direct  the  suspension  of  said  order,  hoping  that,  upon  the 
knowledge  of  the  facts,  it  may  turn  out  to  have  been  unnecessary. 

On  receiving  the  first  conmiunication  of  the  3d  instant  from  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  State  upon  this  matter,  the  undersigned  at  once  replied,  under  date 
of  the  /)th  instant,  that  due  investigation  should  be  made,  and  that  the  honora- 
ble Secretary  of  State  might  rest  sure  that  satisfactory  explanations  would  be 
given,  as  far  as  there  should  be  room  for  them.  I  at  once  communicated  the 
matter  to  the  government  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  requesting,  at  the  same  time, 
reports  from  the  captain-general  of  Cuba  and  from  the  Spanish  consul  at  New 
Orleans.  ^  ^ 
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The  honorable  Secretary  of  State  will,  however,  well  understand,  that  a»  yet 
there  has  not  been  time  to  receive  any  reply,  and,  in  consequence,  not  the  means 
for  making  the  explanations  required.  Even  in  respect  of  the  consul  of  New 
Orleans,  it  is  proper  to  remark  that  the  despatch  from  this  legation  was  some- 
what delayed  by  the  existing  irregularity  of  the  communications  with  that 
port 

Thus  things  are ;  and  while  no  fresh  act  has  occurred  to  complicate  the  mat- 
ter, the  order  fifteen  days  later  of  General  Butler,  resting  only  on  the  state- 
ments of  some  newspapers  at  Havana,  could  not  but  cause  great  surprise  to  the 
undersigned. 

The  edleged  charges,  besides,  not  having  been  even  to  this  time  presented  in  a 
distinct  and  formal  manner,  are  not  such  even  as  might  justify  so  extraordinary 
a  measure.  Even  supposing  there  may  have  been  incidents  which  might  justify 
the  complaints  of  General  Butler,  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  must  under- 
stand that  those  incidents  might  have  their  explanation  in  the  exceptional 
situation  of  New  Orleans,  or  that  this  very  situation  may  have  modified  or  mag- 
nified them  in  the  eyes  of  those  authorities.  In  every  view  the  matter  is  one 
which  requires  impartial  and  complete  examination  of  the  facts,  and  to  prepare 
for  this  examination  with  extreme  measures  is  to  stamp  things  with  a  mark 
which  neither  Spain  nor  the  United  States  would  think  it  convenient  to  let 
them  take. 

Protesting,  then,  against  the  order  of  General  Butler,  and  regretting  that 
daring  the  time  it  may  have  been  in  force  some  Spanish  vessel  may  have 
become  subject  to  it,  the  undersigned  sees  with  satisfaction  that  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  State  has  been  prompt  in  suspending  it,  and  pleases  himself  with 
the  hope  that  the  suspension  will  become  a  definitive  counter  order. 

It  is  difficult,  very  difficult,  to  think  that  the  commanders  of  Spanish  vessels- 
of-war,  who  are  referred  to,  can  have  broken  the  decisive  orders  they  have  to 
submit  themselves  strictly  to  the  laws  of  neutrality.  The  undersigned,  never- 
theless, must  repeat  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  shall  have  the 
proper  explanations,  and  that  any  violations  of  their  laws  shall  be  duly  ac- 
knowledged, being  assured  that  those  or  other  vessels  which  may  come  to  their 
ports  shall  comply,  as  they  ever  have  done,  with  all  their  duties  to  this  govern- 
ment and  to  this  country,  avoiding  on  their  part  all  that  may  give  occasion  to 
ill  understanding. 

The  honorable  Secretary  of  State  needs  not  to  have  explained  to  him  all  the 
gravity  there  is  in  the  act  of  closing  an  open  port  of  one  nation  to  the  vessels- 
of  war  of  another  nation  which  id  neutral  and  friendly,  especially  in  the  position 
in  which,  respectively,  are  placed  as  well  the  government  of  Spain  in  respect  to 
that  of  the  United  States,  as  the  ports  of  Cuba  in  respect  to  New  Orleans. 

The  present  crisis  gives  great  room  for  questions  whose  consequences  it  is 
necessary  to  meet  with  loyalty  and  good  faith,  and  the  government  of  her 
Catholic  Majesty  will  not  fail,  on  this  occasion,  in  those  qualities  never  belied 
by  it. 

Belying,  then,  in  his  confidence,  that  the  disposition  made  by  General  Butler 
has  been  disapproved  in  a  decided  manner,  the  undersigned  avails  of  the  occasion 
to  reiterate  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  the  assurance  of  his  highest 
consideration. 

GABRIEL  TASSAEA- 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwahd, 

Secretary  of  StaU  of  the  United  States. 
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Mr,  Toitara  to  Mr,  Seward^ 

[TraiuBlatlozi.] 

Legation  of  Spain  in  Washington, 

Washif^ton,  March  17, 1863. 

The  nndereigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her 
Catholic  Majesty,  regrets  to  find  himself  under  the  necessity  of  calling  the 
attention  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  to  the  official  communications  pub- 
lished in  the  public  prints,  (the  New  York  Herald  of  the  17th  February,)  of  the 
admiral  and  officers  of  the  squadron  blockading  the  port  of  Charleston,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  affair  which  recently  occurred  in  the  waters  of  that  port  between 
said  naval  forces  and  those  commanded  by  the  chiefs  of  the  south. 

With  a  precipitate  haste  and  want  of  consideration,  the  example  of  which  the 
undersigned  will  not  imitate,  the  character  and  the  good  faith  of  the  foreign 
consuls  at  that  port  are  attacked  in  these  communications,  owing  to  the  reference 
which  the  authorities  of  Charleston  have  made  of  their  testimony  in  regard  to 
that  affair. 

The  undersigned  could  have  at  once  protested  against  such  a  proceeding,  posi- 
tive as  he  was  that  the  consul  of  Spain,  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  he  has, 
could  not  have  departed  in  the  least  degree  from  the  strictest  neutrality.  He, 
however,  awaited  the  receipt  of  communications  from  Charleston,  and  thorn 
which  he  has  received  but  the  more  confirm  him  in  that  conviction. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  protests  against  the  censures  made  by  the  said 
admiral  and  officers  of  the  squadron  blockading  the  port  of  Charleston,  in  so 
far  as  they  relate  to  the  consul  of  Spain,  he  being  enabled  to  assert  that  the 
foreign  consuls,  especially  the  said  consul  of  Spain,  for  whom  it  becomes  him 
to  answer,  did  nothing  more  than  to  obey  a  natural  duty  of  their  position,  in  the 
exceptional  circumstances  in  which  they  find  themselves,  by  simply  stating 
what  they  had  seen,  and  leaving  every  other  question  which  may  arise  to 
whomsoever  it  may  concern. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  hopes  that  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State, 
who  himself  knows  the  strictness  with  which  the  consul  of  Spain  at  Charleston 
has  always  complied  with  the  laws  of  neutrality,  will  give  in  this  connexion  to 
the  said  censures  but  the  weight  that  should  attach  to  them,  as  he  may  rest 
assured  that  the  Spanish  consuls  do  comply  and  will  comply  with  loyalty  and 
honesty,  with  the  duties  confided  to  their  charge. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the  honorable 
the  Secretary  of  State  the  assurance  of  his  high  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Setoard  to  Mr,  Tassara, 


Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  March  20,  1863« 

The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to 

acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  of  Mr.  Tassara,  envoy  extraordinary  and 

minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  of  the  17th  instant,  in  which 

he  calls  Uie  attention  of  the  undersigned  to  an  official  publication  in  the  public 

Srints,  (the  New  York  Herald  of  the  17th  ultimo,)  of  the  admiral  and  officers  d^ 
le  squadron  blockading  the  port  of  Charleston,  in  reference  to  the  affaur  whidi 
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recently  occurred  in  the  waters  of  that  port  between  that  squadron  and  vessels 
of  the  insurgents. 

In  reply,  the  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  acquaint  Mr.  Tassara  that  he  has 
examined  that  publication,  but  has  failed  to  discover  that  it  in  any  way  impli- 
cates her  Catholic  Majesty's  consul.  On  the  contrary,  the  undersigned  well 
recollects  that,  at  about  the  date  of  that  publication,  Mr.  Tassara  called  here 
with  communications  from  that  gentleman  to  her  Catholic  Majesty's  legation, 
which  were  considered  by  the  undersigned  as  quite  satisfactory  on  the  subject. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  Mr.  Tassara  a  re- 
newed assurance  of  his  very  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Seflor  Don  G.  G.  Tassara. 


Mr.  Tassara  to  Mr,  Seward, 


'  [TranslatioD.] 

Spanish  Legation, 

Washington,  March  27,  1863. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleipotentiary  of  her 
Catholic  Majesty,  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  of  yesterday  (26th)  from 
the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State,  according  to  which  the  consul-general  of  the 
United  States  at  the  Havana  makes  report  to  this  department,  that  it  has  come  in- 
directly to  his  knowledge  that  orders  had  been  given  that  United  States  ships* 
of-war  should  not  be  permitted  to  hold  communication  with  the  ports  of  that 
island  by  means  of  boats,  but  must  themselves  enter  said  ports  whenever  they 
should  have  to  communicate  with  them. 

The  undersigned  has  the  antecedent  which  he  communicated  to  the  Hon. 
Secretary  of  State,  in  his  note  of  the  20th  of  October  last,  upon  the  affair  at 
Marianao,  that  it  had  been  in  effect  until  that  time  allowed,  through  mere  tolera- 
tion, to  ships-of-war  or  merchantmen  of  this  country  to  remain  outside  of  the 
port  of  Havana ;  and  in  communication  with  the  shore  through  that  channel, 
when  the  perpetration  of  that  offence  having  given  ground  to  believe  that  the 
communication  of  the  boat  of  the  Montgomery  with  the  consul-general  of  the 
United  States  had  given  occasion  to  it,  that  permission  was  withdrawn.  The 
measure  now  spoken  of  refers,  without  doubt,  to  that. 

The  undersigned  will,  nevertheless,  ask  for  infoimation  from  Cuba,  and  will 
communicate  the  result  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State. 

The  undersigned  avails  of  the  present  occasion  to  reiterate  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  State  the  assnrance  of  his  highest  consideration. 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSARA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary/  of  State. 


Mr.  Tassara  to  Mr.  Seward. 

fTranslatton.] 

Spanish  Legation, 

Washington,  June  5,  1863. 
My  Dear  Sir:  About  the  question  raised  last  year  at  New  Orleans  on  ac-       ^    ^g 
count  of  the  asylum  given  on  board  the  Spanish  ships-of-war  Blasco  de  Garay,      ^"^ 
Pinta,  and  Mari  Galante,  to  sundry  political  refugees  from  this  country,  I  have 
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received  a  despatch  from  the  Marquis  de  Miraflores,  the  present  minister  of  state 
in  Spain,  in  which,  among  other  tnings,  he  says  to  me  what  follows : 

**  The  right  to  give  asylum  to  political  refugees  is  in  such  manner  rooted  in  the 
habits,  in  such  sort  interwoven  with  the  ideas  of  tolerance  of  the  present  century, 
and  has  such  frequent  generous  and  beneficent  applications  in  the  extraordinary 
and  ensanguined  political  contests  of  the  times  we  live  in,  that  there  is  no  nation  in 
the  world  which  dares  to  deny  this  right,  and,  moreover,  not  any  one  that  can  re- 
nounce its  exercise.  What  would  become  of  the  most  eminent  men  of  our  days 
if,  in  the  political  tempests  in  which  success  may  be  against  them,  they  could  not 
protect  themselves  beneath  the  inviolable  mantle  of  foreign  hospitality,  offering 
to  them  happily  a  friendly  country,  where  they  may  breathe  tranquil  and  safe; 
haply  a  shelter  whose  thresholds  their  pursuers  cannot  overstep,  or  haply,  in 
fine,  the  shadow  of  a  national  flag  floating  in  a  port  ?  In  such  cases  it  can  be 
said  that  the  flag  which  shields  them  is  not  merely  the  ensign  of  a  foreign  na- 
tion, but  rather  the  banner  of  humanity  and  civilization,  under  whose  ample  folds 
all  those  can  be  received  who  are  pursued  because  they  are  enemies,  rather  than 
because  they  are  criminals.  We  are  empowered,  therefore,  and  we  ought  to 
give  asylum  on  board  our  vessels-of-war  in  the  United  States  to  political  refugees. 
The  limitation  of  asylum  lies  in  the  offence.  Asylum  ought  not  to  serve  to  give 
impunity  to  those  guilty  of  ordinary  crimes ;  that  would  be  to  encourage  crimet 
and  no  civilized  nation  may  "do  that.  But  it  may  be  said  that  it  is  not  easy  for 
the  commander  of  a  ship-of-war  to  know  whether  the  man  who  presents  himself 
on  board,  asking  for  asylum,  is  or  not  guilty  of  ordinary  crimes.  In  such  cases 
the  commander  should  require  his  word  of  honor  that  he  has  not  committed 
such  offences.  But  should  he  give  that,  and  afterwards  turn  out  that  he  has 
lied,  there  could  be  no  difliculty  in  handing  over  to  the  authorities  a  man  who 
to  former  offences  had  added  that  of  the  abuse  of  good  faith,  in  being  wanting  to 
his  parole.  And  if  the  government  of  Washington  wishes  to  acquire  a  pexrect 
and  positive  right  to  the  delivery  to  them  of  those  guilty  of  orainary  crimes, 
it  will  be  enabled  to  do  so  by  means  of  a  treaty  of  extradition,  to  the  conclusion 
of  which  the  Spanish  government  would  not  oppose  itself,  as  it  has  not  refosed 
to  conclude  such  with  other  states.  Applying  the  doctrine  set  forth  to  what 
happened  at  New  Orleans,  and  equally  revering  the  right  of  asylum  to  political 
refugees,  and  the  sovereignty  of  the  United  States,  the  government  of  her  Majesty 
deems  that  of  Washington  is  in  the  right  in  hindering  the  departure  £rom  its 
territories  of  persons  not  provided  with  proper  passports ;  but  that  the  govern- 
ment at  Washington  has  no  right  to  constitute  the  agents  of  her  Majesty  the 
executors  of  this  resolution.  It  should  take  its  precautions  and  use  its  police 
to  prevent  any  leaving  without  passport ;  but  if  an  unfortunate  individual,  per- 
secuted for  political  causes,  succeed  in  escape,  and  places  his  foot  on  the  ladder 
of  a  foreign  vessel-of-war,  it  has  no  right  to  require  the  cominander  not  to  re- 
ceive him  because  he  carries  no  passport.  To  require  this  would  be  the  same 
as  to  completely  deny  asylum;  oecause  it  is  clear  that  any  one  who  can  obtain 
a  passport  from  the  authorities  of  competency  thereto  has  no  need  to  go  into 
asylum."  * 

Respecting  the  matter  of  the  sum  of  money  alleged  to  have  been  carried  on 
board  the  Blasco  de  Oaray,  the  Marquis  de  Miraflores  tells  me  that  the  matter 
is  not  sufficiently  elucidated ;  that  the  proper  papers  have  been  called  for ;  and 
if  it  should  prove  true,  and  that  there  has  been  some  infringement  of  the  laws 
of  neutrality,  although  it  cannot  be  doubted  in  any  event  but  that  the  com- 
mander of  the  vessel  acted  in  good  faith,  the  most  energetic  measures  will  be 
taken  to  avoid  a  repetition  of  the  act,  the  minister  of  marine  having  been  written 
to  upon  this  understanding. 

Such  are  the  frank  and  amicable  explanations  of  the  Marquis  Miraflores  upon 
this  matter.  On  my  part,  I  must  hope  that  through  them  the  order  of  Major 
General  Butler,  prohibiting  the  entry  of  Spanish  ships-of-war  at  the  port  of  New  . 
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Oceans,  which  was  so  fitly  suspended  through  the  State  Department,  will  be 
definitiyelj  revoked. 

I  remain,  with  the  greatest  ccfbsideration,  truly,  your  servant, 

GABRIEL  G.  TASSAEA. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd. 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Sefior  Tassara. 


Department  of  State, 

Washingtany  July  2,  1863. 

Sir  :  On  the  third  day  of  November  last  the  Secretary  of  War  called  my 
attention  to  a  complaint  which  has  been  preferred  by  Major  General  Butler, 
who  was  then  commanding  the  United  States  forces  at  New  Orleans,  against 
certain  procee4ings  of  the  commandants  of  Spanish  ships^f-war  in  that  port, 
viz :  the  Pinta,  Mari  Galante,  and  Blasco  de  Garay.  It  seemed  to  me  that 
these  proceedings,  if  truly  reported,  were  manifestly  so  improper  that  it  could 
only  be  necessary  for  me  informallv  to  bring  them  to  the  notice  of  the  Spanish 
government,  in  order  to  receive  either  satisSictory  explanations,  or  some  assur- 
ances that  such  proceedings  would  not  be  renewed.  At  the  same  time  it  was  the 
earnest  desire  of  this  government  to  proceed,  in  asking  for  these  necessary  ex- 
planations, in  a  tnanner  that  would  be  as  little  embarrassing  or  annoying  as 
possible  to  the  Spanish  government.  I  therefore  placed  the  papers  in  your 
hands,  with  a  request  that  you  would  bestow  some  attention  upon  them. 

In  the  papers  thus  submitted  to  you  General  Butler  states  that  he  was  in- 
formed and  oelieved  that  each  of  these  vessels  took  on  board  (at  New  Orleans) 
for  Cuba,  passengers  not  only  Spanish-bom  persons,  but  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  who  had  been  concerned  in  the  rebellion,  and  who,  against  the  orders  of 
the  commanding  general,  conveyed  themselves  and  their  effects  away  from  the 
general's  military  department,  on  board  of  these  national  vessels-of-war.  Gen- 
eral Butler  added : 

**  I  have  claimed  the  right  to  search  them  (the  vessels  before  named)  for  crim- 
inals other  than  rebels,  and,  after  much  difficulty,  tl\e  privilege  was  accorded  on 
board  the  two  first-named  ships.  My  police  found  there  many  passengers  with- 
out passes,  and  who  were  not  Spaniards. 

"The  decks  of  the  Blasco  de  Garay  were  literally  covered  with  passengers, 
selected  with  so  little  discrimination  that  my  detective  officers  found  on  board  a 
passenger,,  an  escaped  convict  of  the  penitentiary,  who  was  in  fresh  flight  from 
a  most  brutal  muraer,  with  his  booty  robbed  from  his  victim  on  board  this  ves- 
sel-of-war." 

In  your  reply  to  my  aforementioned  note  of  the  5th  of  November  you  stated 
that  you  declined  to  believe  that  the  commanders  of  the  vessels  referred  to  had 
been  wanting,  at  least  voluntarily,  in  the  duties  of  neutrality;  but  you  at  the 
same  time  assured  me  th^t  proper  investigations  would  be  made,  and  that  I  was 
right  in  supposing  that  the  satisfactory  explanations  which  the  case  might  call 
for  would  be  given. 

On  the  13th  of  December,  after  I  had  placed  in  your  hands  additional  docu- 
ments bearing  on  the  subject,  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  an  unofficial  note  from 
you,  which  was  accompanied  by  a  statement  that  you  had  received  from  his 
excellency  the  captain  general  of  Cuba  concerning  the  transactions  of  which  I 
•have  complained.  Your  communication  was  conceived  and  expressed  in  the 
same  libend  and  friendly  spirit  which  has  marked  all  your  intercourse  with  this 
goremment.  I  do  not,  on  this  occasion,  draw  its  contents  into  review,  because 
it  was  unofficial.     The  captain  general's  report,  however,  furnishes  a  (Statement 
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of  the  traDsactions  which  occtmred  at  New  Orleaasy  ia  aoflwer  to  the  caae  wiikdi 
Major  General  Butler  had  sabmitted  to  this  department.  I  avail  mysdf  of  tkis 
statement  to  give  precision  to  the  discussions  wnich  has  arisen,  and  I  purposely 
leave  any  disputed  feature  out  of  the  case. 

In  the  month  of  September,  1862,  the  city  of  New  Orleans  had  been  re- 
claimed by  the  naval  and  military  forces  of  the  United  States  from  an  insurrec- 
tionary ocicupation,  and  was  then  held  as  a  military  position,  in  an  actual  state 
of  civil  war.  The  blockade  regulations  of  the  port  were  relaxed  so  far  as  to 
admit  trade  under  military  regulations.  The  three  Spanish  vesscls-of-war,  in 
conformity  with  the  liberal  practice  which  the  United  States  have  adopted 
towards  aH  the  maritime  powers,  were  admitted  into  the  port  of  New  Orleans 
without  question.  The  city  was  then  in  a  condition  of  CTeat  distress,  and  per- 
mission was  freely  given  by  the  authorities  of  the  United  States,  to  any  foreign 
government  which  should  ask  it,  to  receive  and  remove  any  of  their  suffering 
countrymen  who  w^e  not  compromitted  in  the  insurrection.  A  number  of  such 
persons  went  on  board  of  the  three  Spanish  vessels  with  passes  from  the  military 
authorities,  such  passes  being  given  to  all  unoffending  persons  who  applied  for 
them.  The  commander  of  the  Biasco  de  Oaray,  being  also  in  command  of  the 
other  two  vessels,  not  content  with  giving  passages  to  persons  of  the  class  be- 
fore mentioned,  went  further,  and  knowingly,  and  without  consulting  with  the 
military  commander  of  the  port,  received  on  board  and  conveyed  away  eighty 
native  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  had  been  compromised  in  the  insurrec- 
tion, and  this  in  violation  of  known  and  well-understood  military  regulations, 
which  forbid  any  person  without  a  pass  to  leave  the  city.  On  fhe  25th  day  of 
October  the  major  general  commanding  called  the  attention  of  the  captain  of 
the  Biasco  de  Garay  to  this  subject,  and  then  asked  to  be  informed  of  the  names 
of.  the  passengers,  not  belonging  to  the  government  service  of  Spain,  whom  he 
had  taken  in  his  ship,  on  the  voyage  before  mentioned,  to  Havana,  and  especially 
to  state  whether  one  Mr.  Roberts,  of  New  Orleans,  was  a  passenger.  The  com- 
mander of  the  Biasco  de  Garay  declined  to  comply  with  this  request. 

The  case  at  this  stage  was  submitted  by  you  to  the  government  of  her 
Majesty ;  and  on  the  5th  of  the  present  month  you  communicated  to  me  the 
views  of  that  government  upon  the  subject.  The  conclusions  of  the  Spanish 
government  are,  that  while  tnat  government  considers  that  it  is  the  right  of  the 
United  States  to  hinder  the  departure  from  their  territories  of  persons  not  pro- 
vided with  proper  passports,  yet  this  government  has  no  right  to  insist  that 
officers  of  Spanish  ships-of-war  shall  not  receive  on  board  and  caiTy  away  frt)m 
New  Orleans  any  persons,  unprovided  with  passes,  who  may  apply  to  such 
vessels  for  passage  out  of  the  United  States. 

Having  submitted  the  question  thus  raised  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  I  have  now  to  express  to  you  my  regret  at  the  conclusion  at  which  the 
Spanish  government  has  arrived.  It  seems  to  me,  in  effect,  to  set  up,  although 
unconsciously,  a  claim  that  a  Spanish  ship-of-war,  admitted  by  courtesy  into 
a  place  actually  held  in  military  occupation  by  the  forces  of  this  government, 
may  disregard  existing  military  orders,  which  are  issued  with  a  view  to  the  mili- 
tary situation  of  that  place.  This  seems,  in  effect,  nothing  less  than  a  claim  of 
Spanish  sovereigpty  over  American  citizens  on  board  a  Spanish  ship,  not  merely 
within  the  civil  jurisdiction,  but  even  within  the  militaiy  lines  of  the  United 
States,  in  their  own  territories.  The  claim  thus  understood  cannot  be  conceded. 
I  am,  therefore,  to  inform  you  that  the  government  adheres  to  its  former  de- 
claration that  no  ship-of-war,  of  whatever  nation,  will  be  expected  to  carry  into 
or  out  from  any  port  of  the  United  States,  which  is  either  occupied  by  their 
forces,  or  is  in  possession  of  the  insurgents,  any  person  who  does  not  actually 
belong  to  the  civil,  military,  or  naval  service  of  the  country  whose  flag  that 
vessel  carries,  and  especially  that  such  ships-of-war  shall  not,  without  express 
leave  of  tke  military  authorities,  carry  into  or  out  of  such  ports_any  citisen  of 
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the  United  States.  It  can  be  onlj  on  an  expected  compliance  with  these  terms 
&at  any  foreign  ship-of-war  can  enter  ports  of  the  classes  I  have  designated 
during  the  continuance  of  the  present  civil  war. 

I  am,  sir,  with  high  consideration,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Sefflor  Don  Gabriel  Garcia  y  Tassara, 

Sfc.,  Sfc.f  Washington. 


Mr,  Tassara  to  Mr.  Seward. 
(Translation*] 


Lboation  of  Spain, 

Washington,  July  9,  1863. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication  of  the 
2d  instant,  in  reply  to  that  which  I  had  previously  addressed  to  you  upon  trans- 
mitting another  from  the  Marquis  de  Miraflores,  on  the  subject  of  the  passengers 
who,  in  the  year  last  past,  left  New  Orleans  on  board  our  ships-of-war. 

Referring  to  the  communication  wbich  I  made  to  you  on  December  13,  when 
transmitting  to  you  the  explanations  of  the  captain  general  of  Cuba,  you  were 
pleased  to  say  to  me, "  that  communication  was  conceived  and  expressed  in  the 
same  liberal  and  friendly  spirit  which  has  marked  all  my  relations  with  this 
government,  and  that  its  contents  were  not  dwelt  upon 'because  it  was  extra 
official.'' 

Nothing,  in  tnith,  is  more  certain  than  that,  always  in  accord  with  my  gov- 
ernment, during  my  already  long  continued  relations  with  the  United  States,  I 
have  been  constantly  guided  by  the  friendly  dispositions  >^ith  which  I  feel  my- 
self animated  towards  this  country,  no  less  than  by  the  desire  to  smooth  down 
and  bring  to  happy  issue  the  grave  questions  which  have  been  sprin^ng  up 
between  both  governments,  and  that  my  communication  referred  to,  of  Decem- 
ber 13,  was  dictated  by  the  same  frienmy  dispositions  and  the  same  desire. 

It  is,  nevertheless,  besides  fully  adopting  and  dwelling  upon  the  import  of 
the  explanations  of  the  authorities  of  Cuba,  I  reserved  to  my  government  any 
question  of  principle,  and  official  or  extra  official;  I  do  not  think  there  can  be 
any  reason  for  not  making  such  use  of  it  as  may  seem  fitting. 

The  Marquis  of  Mu-aflores,  now  having  before  him  all  the  data,  has  thought 
proper  to  aadress  to  me  the  communication  of  which  I  made  report  to  you  in 
mine  of  July  5 ;  and  on  transmitting  it  to  you,  I  believed  that,  in  virtue  of  the 
principles  which  are  invoked  in  it,  the  question  would  be  adjusted.  My  confi- 
dence was  the  greater,  inasmuch  as  the  marquis,  whose  friendly  dispositions 
towards  this  government  are  also  evident*  to  you,  at  once  offers  satisfaction,  in 
BO  far  as  he  has  considered  that  he  ought  to  give  it. 

Regretting,  therefore,  that  you  may  have  believed  yourself  called  on  to  insist 
in  the  matter,  what  pertains  to  me  to  do  is  the  same  that  I  have  done  to  this 
time— that  is  to  say,  to  transmit  your  communication  to  Madrid,  and  refer  my- 
self to  my  government,  desiring  and  hoping  that  the  incident  at  New  Orleans, 
because,  re^dly,  it  deserves  no  other  name,  may  not  produce  the  least  alteration 
in  our  good  relations. 

I  avail  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  highest  con- 
sideration. 

G.  G.  TASSARA. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.  |^ 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Senar  Tassara. 

Depaitmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  July  18,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge,  with  much  satisfaction,  the  leeeipt  of 
yonr  note  of  the  9th  instant,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  2d  instant,  on  the  snhject 
of  the  complaint  preferred  by  Major  General  Bntler  against  the  proceedings  of 
certain  commanders  of  Spanish  war  vessels  at  New  Orleans,  and  to  concur  with 
you  in  the  hope  that  an  incident  that  has  passed,  and  which  was,  of  itself,  of  no 
considerable  importance  when  it  occurred,  may  be  disposed  of  in  a  manner  mu- 
tually satisfactory  and  agreeable  to  the  two  govemments  and  nations,  as  many 
such  questions  have  been  already  happily  settled. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  oflfer  to  you  renewed  assurances  of  my 
highest  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Sellor  Don  Gabriel  Garcia  y  Tassara,  ^.,  ^r.,  ifc. 
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AUSTRIA. 


Mr,  MoUey  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Extracts.] 

Wo.  17.J  Legation  of  thr  United  States, 

Vienna,  January  27,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  No.  27. 

The  Buhject  of  despatch  No.  28  has  been  alluded  to  in  mine  of  this  day's 
date,  (No.  16,)  which  goes  by  this  post. 

A  few  general  observations  upon  the  condition  of  this  part  of  the  world  may 
be  useful. 

There  is  tranquillity  in  this  empire,  while  in  many  directions,  and  in  its  immedi- 
ate neighborhood,  are  indications  of  approachmg  storm. 

Here  the  sincere,  and  thus  far  prosperous,  effort  to  convert  the  despotic 
empire  of  Austria  into  a  constitutional  monarchy  continues.  The  Parliament, 
or  Keichsrath,  adjourned  on  the  5th  of  December,  after  a  session  of  twenty 
months,  in  which  much  useful  and  practical  legislation  was  accomplished. 

Not  the  least  successful  of  the  measure  then  adopted  was  one  of  the  later 
ones,  the  bank  act,  by  which  the  charter  of  the  present  bank  was  renewed  on 
certain  conditions,  which  it  was,  for  some  time,  thought  that  the  bank  would 
not  be  induced  to  accept.  The  principal  of  these  conditions  regarded  the  per- 
manent loan  of  eighty  millions,  made  by  the  bank  to  the  state.  The  finance 
minister,  in  his  original  project,  required  this  loan  without  interest.  The  bank 
demanded  two  per  cent,  per  annum*  The  lower  house  sustained  the  minister's 
project ;  the  house  of  peers  modified  it.  There  was  a  committee  of  conference, 
the  result  of  which,  so  far  as  regarded  this  point,  was,  that  the  state  agreed  to 

Say  as  much  interest  as  should  be  necessary  towards  making  the  annual  divi- 
ends  of  the  bank  seven  per  cent.,  with  the  stipulation,  however,  that  the 
amount  thus  contributed  should  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  million. 

Very  soon  after  the  passage  of  this  act  the  Reichsrath  was  prorogued  by  the 
Emperor.  I  regret  that  I  was  prevented  by  illness  from  witnessing  this  event, 
which  took  place  with  considerable  ceremony  in  the  great  hall  of  the  palace.  It 
is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  Parliament  waits  upon  the  sovereign  in  his  castle 
to  get  itself  prorogued,  instead  of  receiving  the  monarch  in  its  own  hall.  This, 
however,  would  at  present  be  an  impossibility.  The  lower  house  sits  in  a  tem- 
porary wooden  building,  outside  the  gate,  called  the  Scotch  don,  while  the  peers 
occupy  a  building  within  the  town,  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  commons. 

The  bank  act  was,  after  a  brief  discussion,  accepted  by  the  directors  and 
stockholders  of  the  institution,  the  first  consequence  of  which  was  a  rapid  fall 
in  the  premium  of  gold,  (to  use  the-incorrect  but  universally  adopted  phraseology 
of  the  money  market.) 

Ten  pounds  sterling,  which  on  January  1, 1862,  were  worth  141  florins,  were 
equal  on  January  1,  1863,  to  but  115.  They  even  fell  subsequently  as  low  as 
112;  bu't  at  the  present  moment  the  exchange  is  almost  where  it  was  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year.  The  funds  have  improved  between  the  first  and  last  days 
of  the  year  as  follows : 

5  per  cent,  national,  from  81/^  to  81j^,  or  scarcely  at  all. 

5  per  cent,  metalliques,  from  66j^  to  76/^.  ^  , 

Bank  shares,  from  749  to  809.  Digitized  by  LjOOglC 
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The  provincial  diets,  or  landtage,  (baviDg  a  certain  analogy  to  our  State  legis- 
latures,) are  now  in  session.  One  of  their  principal  functions  is  to  choose  mem- 
bers to  the  lower  house  of  the  national  Beichsrath.  The  seventeen  diets  ^  on 
this  side  of  the  Leitha  "  are  now  in  full  operation.  But  Hungary,  Transylvania, 
and  Croatia  maintain  their  attitude  of  quiet  defiance.  There  is  no  meeting  of 
the  diets  of  those  provinces,  and  they  will  send  no  representatives  at  present  to 
the  Beichsrath. 

Meanwhile  great  complaints  are  heard  from  those  districts  of  highway  robbeiy 
on  an  extensive  scale,  by  which  the  inhabitants  are  suffering  much  loss  and 
general  inconvenience.  The  imperial  taxes  are  now  collected,  however,  without 
the  necessity  of  military  force,  and  the  government  cherishes  hopes  that  the 
passive  resistance  will,  in  due  time,  come  to  the  same  end  which  active  opposi- 
tion to  central  authority  seems  to  have  reached. 

The  late  revolution  in  Greece,  of  which  the  quiet  exclusion  of  King  Otho 
was  the  singular  catastrophe,  has  left  that  country,  according  to  the  accounts 
which  reach  us  here,  in  a  very  unsettled  and  anomalous  condition.  Corre- 
spondents from  Athens  describe  the  outlying  districts  as  entirely  given  over  to 
brigands,  who  exercise  an  organized  system  of  plunder,  ransom,  and  black-mail ; 
and  even  in  the  capital  itself,  if  the  same  authorities  may  be  relied  upon,  the 
highway  robbers  give  the  law,  in  broad  daylight,  to  the  passengers  in  public 
places,  robbing  and  ransoming  at  their  pleasure. 

I  am  far  from  giving  you  this  account  as  implicitly  to  be  relied  upon.  The 
dethronement  of  a  sovereign  so  nearly  allied  to  this  imperial  house  as  King 
Otho  has,  of  necessity,  inspired  great  indignation  here  against  his  late  subjects, 
and  the  accounts  concerning  the  country  are  doubtless  darkly  colored.  In  the 
apparent  impossibility  of  finding  any  prince  willing  to  accept  the  throne,  there 
seems  a  chance  that  the  republican  form  of  government  may  be  adopted,  and 
that,  according:  to  the  views  prevalent  in  Europe,  would  be  the  most  fitting  and 
most  severe  punishment  for  their  sins  which  could  be  inflicted  on  the  Greeks. 
It  must  be  confessed  that  with  its  geographical  position,  overshadowed  by  the 
great  monarchies  of  Bussia,  Austria,  and  Turkey,  a  small  confederation  of 
Greece  and  the  Ionian  islands,  under  the  protection  of  England,  would  be  the 
merest  shadow  of  a  republic.  All  the  virtues  which  it  might  display  would  be 
attributed  to  its  powerful  protection ;  all  its  vices  would  be  ascribed  to  the  in- 
herent evil  of  the  republican  form. 

The  laat  current  reports  are,  that  the  Duke  of  Saxe  Coburg  has  ap^reed  to 
accept  the  crown,  under  certain  conditions.  There  is  yet  no  confirmation  of  the 
rumors.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  rumor,  which  has  gained  credence,  that 
Bussia,  foiled  in  the  candidacy  of  the  Duke  of  Leuchtenberg  for  the  Greek 
throne,  is  disposed  to  put  him  in  the  place  of  Pnnce  Conza.  So  far  as  I  can 
learn,  this  is  one  of  the  many  fictions  of  journalism. 

The  Oriental  question,  however,  is  rapidly  assuming  its  old  prominence  in 
the  afiairs  of  the  world.  The  maintenance  of  the  integrity  of  the  Turkish  em- 
pire is  considered  by  England  as  vital  to  the  perpetuity  of  its  own  empire. 
Bussia,  by  the  results  of  the  Crimean  war,  and  by  that  vast,  noble,  but  some- 
what perilous  and  exhausting  measure,  the  emancipation  of  irs  serfs,  has  been 
supposed  to  be  no  longer  so  dangerous. 

Nevertheless,  there  is  great  commotion  in  the  Danubian  principalities.  The 
transportation  of  arms  into  Servia,  with  many  movements  throughout  those 
semi- Turkish,  semi-independent  countries,  seems,  to  European  politicians,  to 
reveal  the  hidden  but  ever-suspected  presence  of  the  subtle  and  restless  Bussian 
diplomacy,  and  it  is  believed  that  Servia  is  to  be  made  the  arsenal  out  of  which 
an  armed  attack  is  to  be  made,  under  Bussian  guidance,  by  the  Slavonic  popu- 
lations t)f  Turkev  against  the  Porte.  I  do  not  undertake  to  give  you  these 
matters  as  facts,  but  as  current  suspicions,  rumors,  hopes,  and  fears. 
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The  natural,  or  at  least  historical,  antagonism  between  Austria  and  Pms- 
Bta  is  at  this  moment  more  pronpnnced  than  ever.  The  northern  kingdom, 
nnder  the  guidance  of  the  new  minister-president.  Baron  Bismark  Schon- 
hansen,  seems  tending  either  to  absolutism  or  to  civil  commotion,  while  tins 
Mnpire,  with  its  present  constitutional  aspirations  and  sentiments,  is  plac- 
ing itself  foremost  among  the  liberal  powers  of  the  continent.  Thus  the 
old  dualism  between  the  kingdom  and  the  empire  still  remains,  with  a  change 
of  features  in  the  two  antagonists. 

The  present  prime  minister  of  Prussia  has  great  talent,  energv,  and  courage, 
and  a  strong  will.     He  is  a  legitimate,  and  as  such,  no  lover  of  parliaiKentarj 

fovemment.  "With  the  exaggerations  common  to  all  journalism  ne  is  depict^ 
7  hostile  pens  as  desirous  ot  swallowing  up  or  "  mediatizing "  many  of  the 
lesser  powere  of  Germany  to  the  advancement  of  Prussia,  whose  body  is  supposed 
too  sleuder  for  the  great  suit  of  armor  which  its  military  frontier  in  Europe  obliges 
it  to  wear.  Prussia  is  opposed  to  strengthening  the  powers  of  the  federal  union, 
aa  the  late  vote  and  debates  in  the  Frankfort  diet  have  proved,  and  is  in  favor  of 
what  is  called  "Lesser  Geimany,"  a  group  of  states  all  to  be  united  together 
by  the  customs  union  and  the  Prussian-French  commercial  treaty.  A  league 
of  which,  with  its  powerful  milit&ry  organization,  it  would  be  the  natural  chief. 

Austria,  on  the  other  hand,  would  prefer  a  larger  generalization  of  the  German 
idea,  and  the  advanced  liberals  even  speak  of  a  great  German  Parliament  at 
Frankfort,  consisting  of  representatives  chosen  by  the  people  of  Germany  at 
large,  instead  of  the  present  diet  of  envoys  plenipotentiary  sent  by  the  different 
governments.  •#*••** 

You  may  well  suppose  that  with  so  many  topics  of  nearer  moment  agitating 
the  public  mind,  there  is  less  of  absorbing  interest  in  our  own  affairs  here  than 
ia  manifested  by  the  two  great  western  powers.  This  is  fortunate  for  us.  A 
disposition  to  meddle  with  us  perpetually,  to  propound  malicious,  or  ignorant, 
or  mischievous  criticisms,  suggestions  or  complaints  from  high  quarters,  has 
never  manifested  itself  here ;  and  although  the  want  of  cotton  is  causing  much 
distress  in  many  provinces  of  the  Austrian  empire,  no  intimation  has  ever  been 
made  by  the  I.  R.  government  that  it  is  quite  time  for  the  American  republic  to 
dismember  itself  definitelv,  and  doom  itself,  thereby,  to  a  state  of  perpetual  an- 
archy and  civil  war  for  the  convenience  of  the  European  manufacturers. 

I  make  no  comment  to-day  on  the  aspect  of  our  military  affairs.  We  have 
received  dates  to  the  8th  of  January,  with  confused  telegrams,  via  Cape  Race, 
of  four  days  later.  The  reports  brought  by  the  telegraph  are  so  uniformly  and 
manifestly  concocted  in  a  sense  unfavorable  to  our  cause  that  I  have  ceased  to 
pay  much  attention  to  them,  and  wait  with  what  patience  I  may  for  the  letters 
and  journals  which  arrive  several  days  later  by  post. 

Thus  far  it  appears  that  General  Rosecrans  has  achieved  by  his  great  ability, 
personal  bravery,  and  the  persistent  courage  of  his  troops,  an  important  victory 
m  Tennessee,  while  the  last  confused  accounts  from  Vicksburg  are  disconr* 
,aging.  It  seems  impossible,  however,  that  the  government  should  not  put  forth 
afi  its  strength  to  obtain  the  mastery  of  the  Mississippi,  without  which  the  war 
can  never  end,  or  the  integrity  of  the  republic  be  saved. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Motley. 

No.  30.]  Department  of  State, 

WatAington,  February  26,  18S3. 

Sir:  Tour  very  interesting  despatch  of  January  27  (No.  17)  has  been 
received.  The  survey  of  continental  politics  which  you  have  taken  in  this  paper 
is  full  of  instruction.  If  questions  purely  dynastic,  or  of  mere  administration,  or» 
at  mo||;,  of  political  organization,  can  make  and  keep  so  many  European  nations 
80  unquiet,  as  to  require  constant  vigilance  on  the  part  of  their  governments,  one 
would  expect  that  they  could  afford  to  he  tolerant  of  this  government,  in  its  ef- 
forts to  preserve,  in  its  full  efficiency,  a  system  that  is  so  perfect  as  to  be  midifi- 
turbed  by  questions  of  those  sorts,  and  encounters  an  opposition  or  resistance 
from  only  one  disturbing  cause,  and  that  one  African  slavery,  which  the  pubUc 
sentiment  of  mankind  elsewhere  unanimously  condemns. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Lothrop  Motley,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  4^.,  Vienna. 


Mr,  Motley  to  Mr.  Seward. 


LUOATION    OP   THE   UNITED   StATBR, 

VienfM,  June  1,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatches.  No.  28  to  33,  of 
dates  January  5,  February  2  and  26,  March  11,  April  7  and  21. 

I  have  delayed  longer  than  usual  sending  you  a  despatch,  in  the  hope  of  be- 
ing able  to  give  you  more  definite  information  in  regara  to  the  political  and  in- 
terventional aspects  of  this  part  of  the  world  than  it  ha^  of  late  been  in  my 
power  to  do.  I  am  obliged  to  say,  however,  that  I  have  nothing  very  important 
to  add  to  the  views  presented,  with  much  freedom,  in  my  private  and  confidential 
letter  of  date  March  10, 1863. 

It  is  always  easy  to  speculate  as  to  the  future,  if  one  is  indifferent  to  the  pos- 
sfbility  of  being  reputed  a  bad  prophet,  or  confident  that  one's  fortunate  guesses, 
or  unhappy  blunders,  are  sure  to  be  alike  forgotten  in  the  rapid  movement  of 
events. 

Nevertheless,  it  is  my  duty  to  present  you,  from  time  to  time,  with  the  best 
materials  within  my  reach  for  forming  a  judgment  as  to  the  present  condition 
and  immediate  future  prospects  of  Europe.  In  doing  so,  I  shall  always  endea- 
vor, as  far  as  possible,  to  treat  such  subjects,  as  the  Germans  say,  objectively, 
and  not  subjectively ;  for  I  should  be  rendering  you  very  little  service  if  I  allowed 
such  information  as  I  may  be  able  to  collect  to  be  colored  either  by  my  fears 
or  my  hopes. 

It  is  also  very  difficult  to  obtain  any  special  intelligence.  Even  despotic 
governments  have,  in  our  day,  an  almost  feverish  desire  to  appeal  to  the  great 
tribunal  of  public  opinion,  by  which,  humanly  speaking,  the  fate  of  nations  must 
be  ultimately  decided ;  so  that  the  most  secret  of  the  state  papers  would  seem  to 
be  written  with  a  view  to  publicity,  even  before  they  have  become  very  old. 

Moreover,  the  telegraph,  in  its  fragmentary,  sensational,  and  contradictory 
style  of  recording  the  events  as  they  succeed  each  other,  seems  almost  to  have 
imprinted  something  of  its  elective  character  on  events  themselves.  At  any  rate, 
it  has  reduced  current  history  into  a  perpetual  propounding  of  riddles. 
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Wishing  to  send  nothing  in  mj  letters  which  has  already  reached  jon  in  the 
public  prints,  and  being  at  the  same  time  quite  unable,  of  course,  at  this  distance 
even  to  keep  pace  with  them,  my  occupation  seems  to  be  reduced  to  that  of  a 
commentator,  rather  than  a  narrator.  I  can  only  give  you  results  and  impree- 
aioQs,  derived  from  all  the  sources  of  intelligence  within  my  reach,  but  retrain 
for  obvious  reasons  from  citing  my  authorities. 

The  attitude  of  Europe  is  at  present  one  of  expectation.  It  is  on  tiptoe, 
waiting  to  see  and  to  hear  of  startling  events ;  ana  very  contradictory  state- 
ments circulate  in  well-informed  circles.  The  prominent  topic  is  naturally 
Poland.  I  have  been  informed,  on  good  authority,  that  the  £mperor  of  the 
French  had  determined,  with  or  without  the  alliance  of  any  other  power,  to 
make  war  upon  Russia,  for  the  purpose  of.  securing  the  complete  independence 
of  the  Polish  kingdom. 

Tet  I  have  the  best  reasons  for  b^ieving  that  this  view  is  entirely  erroneous. 
Host  alanning  reports  are  spread  from  time  to  time  that  the  outbreak  of  hostili- 
ties is  imminent ;  and  the  funds  respond  to  the  rumors  with  their  usual  alacrity 
of  sinking,  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  ^*  bears ;''  yet,  thus  far,  I  have  been 
able  to  discover  no  ground  for  bdieving,  this  year,  in  a  European  war. 

It  was  said  not  long  ago  that  Sweden,  in  conjunction  with  France,  was  ready 
to  declare  war  upon  Russia,  and  all  the  details  of  a  Baltic  campaign  were  duly 
mapped  out  by  amateur  strategists;  yet  I  believe  that  Sweden  was  never 
further  than  now  from  contemplating  war,  and  has  seldom  been  more  tranquil 
than  when  she  was  represented  as  overflowing  with  naval  and  military  ardor. 

It  was  very  generally  stated  and  believed  that  England  had  sent,  without 
concert  with  the  other  powers,  a  proposition  of  armistice  with  the  insui^nt 
Poles  in  Russia.  As  such  a  step  involved  the  recognition  on  the  part  of  the 
Ooar  of  his  rebellious  subjects  as  lawful  belligerents,  and  a  negotiation  with  an 
occult  and  mysterious  power,  called  the  national  committee  of  Poland,  concern- 
ing whose  local  habitation  nothing  is  known,  except  to  the  initiated,  it  seemed 
difficult  to  credit  such  a  report.  To  make  a  suggestion  which  could  only  meet 
with  a  refusal,  and  would  oe  esteemed  an  affiront  by  one  party,  without  being  of 
any  service  to  thei  other,  did  not  appear  a  very  probable  measure.  I  am 
informed  that  no  such  proposal  has  been  made. 

The  prevailing  impression  here  is,  that  there  will  be  no  war.  The  language 
of  those  most  entitled  to  speak  with  authority  is  very  pacific.  Russia,  France, 
£ngland,  Austria,  prefer  peace,  during  this  year  at  least,  to  hostilities.  Meantime 
the  Poles  have  been  encouraged  by  expressions  of  enthusiasm  and  sympathy 
in  foreign  countries,  and  by  individual  contributions  to  their  aid,  to  proceed  in 
the  most  determined  and  valorous,  but  as  it  would  seem  hopeless,  attempt  to 
make  themselves  independent  of  the  I^ussian  empire.  Blood  flows  in  Poland, 
and  ink  is  profusely  shed  in  the  bureaus  of  the  great  powers ;  but,  thus  £iir, 
there  is  no  tangible  proofs  of  any  effectual  movement  to  aid  the  insurgents  on 
the  part  of  foreign  governments. 

What  is  called  "moral  influence"  is  as  generally  bestowed  on  the  insurgent 
Poles  as  it  has  been,  and  continues  to  be,  on  the  insurgent  slaveholders  in  the 
United  States ;  and  it  has  done  as  much  for  the  one  as  for  the  other.  But  in 
the  case  of  the  Poles,  that  material  and  political  aid  has  been  withheld  for  which 
they  would  have  been  very  grateful.  As  yet  there  has  been  no  proclamation  of 
neutrality  as  between  Russia  and  Poland;  the  insurgents  have  not  been 
declared  lawful  belligerents ;  nor  have  any  war  vessels,  built,  manned,  equipped, 
and  armed  in  English  ports,  hoisted  tne  Polish  flag,  and  burned  Russian 
merchantmen  on  the  ocean.  Yet  it  would  be  as  easy  for  such  vessels  to  sail 
with  their  prizes  into  Poland  as  into  the  "  confederacy." 

The  stories  which  circulate  as  to  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Poland  almost 
exceed  belief.  I  make  no  allusion  to  acts  of  cnielty  said  to  be  perpetrated  by 
the  armed  troops  on  both  sides.     Such  horrors  fill  the  journals  of  all  countries,  > 
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and  Teeemble  thoee  which  occur  or  are  invented  in  eveiy  age  and  land  afflicted 
by  the  scourge  of  civil  war.  But  the  immenee  power  wielded  so  eecretlv  and 
80  strenuously  by  the  national  committee  of  Warsaw  has  had  no  parauel  In 
Europe,  if  half  what  is  reputed  to  be  true,  since  the  Vehm  Gericht,  of  the 
.  middle  ages. 

The  officials  of  the  imperial  government,  in  large  numbers,  are  said  to  be  fte 
devoted  servants  of  the  insurrection.  Men  have  been  summoned  from  places 
as  distant  as  Vienna  by  this  occult  power,  and  made  to  serve  in  the  Polish 
armies,  and  no  man  knows  the  machinery  by  which  these  decrees  are  commmii- 
cated  and  enforced.  Intelligence  is  spread  and  newspapers  are  circulated  under 
.  the  very  eyes  of  the  government.  Armies  are  levied,  supported  and  diverted, 
municipal  functions  are  exercised,  a  regular  police  is  established,  power  of  life 
and  death  over  millions  of  people  is  steadily  maintained.  Yet  no  man  knows 
by  whom  or  how. 

Dead  bodies  of  conspicuous  personages  are  picked  up  in  the  streets  of  Warsaw, 
labelled  with  a  brief  statement  of  the  crimes  for  which  they  have  been 
condemned  to  death  and  secretly  executed. 

Thus  a  double  reign  of  terror,  the  open  and  the  hidden,  the  legitimate  and 
the  insurrectionary,  seems  to  pervade  the  whole  atmosphere. 

I  give  the  latest  intelligence  of  the  working  of  this  double  reign  of  terror, 
taken  from  this  morning's  Warsaw  correspondence  in  one  of  the  leading  journals 
of  Vienna. 

'<  All  burgoiiMfitere  and  magfstrates  in  the  land  have  already,  under  date  of  April  17, 
received  the  following  order  from  the  national  government,  which  I  have  had,  by  chance, 
ftn  opportunity  of  examining  : 

**Tlie  chief  of  Curie,  N  N.,  informs  thedty  preiidentB,  borgomagters,  and  mafrtftrattt, 
that  they  are  forbidden,  under  any  form  whatever,  to  make  reports  concerning  the  aMve- 
ments,  numbers,  and  operations  of  the  insunreotiooary  national  troops,  and,  in  genenl, 
concerning  all  things  which  regard  the  insurrection.  In  cat^  of  dif^obedience.  (vridiigeQ 
^lls,)  they  will  be  considered  as  traitors  to  their  cuuntry,  and,  as  such,  immediately  and 
unoonditionally  punisht^  with  death. 

*' As.  among  others,  the  burgomaster  R  ,  in  the  village  of  R  ,  circle  W  ,  received  "^e 
proclamation  of  the  national  government,  be  wrote,  under  date  oU  April  23,  a  report  (No. 
609)  to  the  land  councellor  (land-rath)  of  the  RnsHian  government,  in  which,  after  i«pra> 
sentation  of  the  danger  threatening  him  thus  ^m  both  sides,  he  begved  his  superior 
authorities  to  provide  him  with  the  protection  which  he  required  for  the  fulfilment  of  his 
official  duties. 

**T1iis  request,  which  we  have  ourselves  read«  is  expressed  in  a  respectful  and  loyal 
tnod  ;  he  alludes  to  the  punctuality  of  the  national  government  in  executing  their  senienoss 
of  punishment,  and  appi-als  to  the  humanity  of  the  Russian  government. 

*'  The  answer  which  he  received  to  his  most  obsequious  request,  under  dtte  of  ICay  M, 
(No  36,008)  from  the  commission  of  interior  at  Wan^w,  was  to  the  effect  tliat  he  would 
be  brought  before  court-martini  and  shot,  in  case  he  did  not  fulfil  his  official  duties.  The 
anxious  bui^omaster  himself  showed  me  this  correspondence." — Wimderer^  Fiefma,  Jmt 
2,  1863. 

Of  course,  I  do  not  vouch  for  the  authenticitj  of  these  documents  and 
statements ;  hut  I  take  them  &om  a  highly  respectahle  and  well-known  dailj 
newspaper. 

Nevertheless,  the  contest  in  the  end  would  seem  unequal,  although  it  is  not 
the  prevailing  opinion  of  those  who  ought  to  he  hest  informed  that  it  will  prove 
an  easy  task  for  the  Russian  government  to  suppress  the  insurrection. 

As  for  the  diplomatic  negotiations  going  on,  I  have  thus  endeavored,  without 
attempting  to  give  details  of  matters  which  will  soon  he  made  public,  to  indicate 
their  character  according  to  the  impressions  made  upon  me  by  what  I  can  ^;ather 
a«  dilatory  and  pacific. 

The  optimists  believe  that  an  excellent  arrangement  will  he  made,  by  which 
a  constitutfonal  autonomy  and  representative  institutions  will  be  granted  to 
Poland,  and,  therefore,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  to  the  whole  Russian  em- 


DIPLOMATIC    COBBESFOinDENCS.  9^5 

pke,  and  4hat  the  Poles,  although  now  professing  to  be  oontendhig  for  nothing 
short  of  complete  national  independence,  will  be  verj  glad  to  accept  of  so  large 
an  inetaUnent  of  their  rights  as  the  one  thus  stated. 

The  pessimists,  on  the  contrary,  look  forward  to  a  continued  and  chronic  in*- 
sorzection,  cropping  out  at  everj  point,  not  only  of  Congress  Poland,  but  of  the 
old  ptoyinoes  on  the  southeast,  Podalia,  Valhynia,  and  the  Ukraine,  never  to  be 
teminated  until  they  have  brought  on  a  general  European  war,  or  until  the 
Pglea*  for  the  want  of  foreign  assistance,  shall  be  decimated  and  exhausted. 

1  abstain  irom.  all  disquisition  as  to  the  rights  and  wrongs  of  the  question^ 
my  object,  as  before  stated,  being  to  provide  you  with  such  materials  as  are  at 
my  command  for  estimating  the  probabilities  of  the  immediate  future. 

Aiwtiia,  you  may  be  sure,  is  most  pacifically  inclined.  The  imperial  govern* 
ment  has  thus  far  acted  with  the  western  powers  in  their  appeals  to  the  mag* 
nanimity  and  forbearance  of  the  Czar;  and  thus  far  Austrian  Poland  has  not 
strongly  sympathized  with  the  insorrectioB.  It  would,  however,  be  impossible 
for  this  empire  to  take  part  in  a  war  against  Russia  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 
lishipg  an  independent  kingdom  of  Poland,  and  by  so  doiDg  to  forfeit  a  con- 
siderable province.  Governments  make  war  sometimes  to  gain  provinces,  but 
rarely  with  the  express  purpose  of  losing  one. 

You  have  observed  the  recent  course  of  events  in  Prussia.  The  question 
whether  that  country  shall  be  considered  a  military  monarchy,  more  or  less 
limited  by  a  written  constitution,  or  a  government  of  a  house  of  commons  ma- 
jority, after  the  English  manner,  has  reieiohed,  and,  perhaps,  passed  its  crisis. 

The  house  of  representatives  adopted  by  a  large  majority  an  address  denounc- 
ing the  ministers  and  requesting  the  King  to  remove  them  at  once  and  to  change 
his.  whole  policy;  and  the  King  has  refused  to  i%ceive  a  deputation  charged 
with  the  presentation  of  the  address,  and  has  sent  a  message  in  reply  rebuking 
tlie  chamber  and  expressing  unbounded  confidence  in  the  ministers. 

The  session  of  the  house  has  been  suspended,  and  a  new  one  will  not  proba- 
bly be  called  before  January  next,  and  very  soon  after  which  date  the  term  of  its 
ezisteuce  expires.    It  is  hardly  believed  that  there  will  be  serious  commotion. 

It  would  thus  seem  that  the  house  of  commons  majority  system  was  defunct 
in  Pruasia.  It  could  be  defended  only  by  force  of  arms,  or,  at  least,  by  some 
such  peremptory  measure  as  by  the  resignation  of  the  whole  house  of  delegates 
in  a  body. 

As  nothing  of  the  kind  has  been  done,  and  as  the  people  are  tranquil,  it  would 
ie^ia  that  the  fighting  point  had  been  reached  and  passed.  At  any  rate,  there 
is  no  belief  to-day  of  impending  civil  war,  but  rather  that  a  noiseless  coup  d'etat 
has  been  struck,  the  ministers  would  seem  more  securely  established  than  ever. 

Meantime,  during  the  coming  summer  and  autumn,  modifications  of  the  elec- 
toral law  will  probably  be  matured  and  decreed  by  the  crown,  by  which  a  more 
pliable  house  may  be  secured,  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether  such  laws  will 
be  resisted  by  force  of  arms.  Present  indications  incline  me  to  the  belief  that 
Prussia  will  again  become  a  military  monarchy. 

In  your  despatch  No.  31,  of  date  March  11,  you  express  the  intention  of  the 
President  to  appoint  a  minister  to  Greece,  and  request  my  opinion  as  to  the  fit- 
ting time  for  such  a  mission. 

I  have  hitherto  delayed  replying  to  that  communication,  expecting  every  day 
that  there  would  be  something  definite  to  state.  Greece  is,  however,  still  with- 
out a  government,  and  marvellously  in  want  of  one.  It  is  probable,  however, 
that  the  diflficulties  in  the  way  of  the  election  of  the  young  Danish  Prince  will 
be  ultimately  removed,  and  that  the  crown  will  be  placed  upon  his  head.  Thus 
far,  however,  the  eflforts  of  the  powers  to  obtain  from  the  house  of  Wettesbach 
the  renunciation  of  its  claims  have  been  unsuccessful.  Moreover,  the  very  alarm- 
ing and  anarchical  condition  of  the  country  renders  it  more  and  more  improba- 
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ble  that  tbe  new  King,  who  is  but  a  hoy  in  years,  could  undertake  to  govern 
it  without  the  asBistance  of  a  considerable  foreign  armj. 

There  are  recent  indications  that  a  military  occupation  of  Greece  will  be 
thought  a  necessary  measure.  Certainly  the  accounts  ^om  that  most  interesting 
country  are  melancholy  in  the  extreme;  so  painful  that  I  do  not  like  to  dwell 
upon  the  subject  to-day  longer  than  to  say,  that  up  to  this  moment  it  would 
seem  difficult  to  send  a  minister  there,  for  it  would  be  very  doubtful  to  whom 
he  could  present  his  credentials.  As  a  specimen  of  the  sensational  meat  on 
which  the  public  is  fed,  T  give  you  the  very  latest  telegram  received  here,  al- 
though it  will  be  old  enough  before  it  reaches  you : 

**  The  powers  have  so  little  confidence  in  the  chances  of  the  meeting  of  a  com- 
gresB,  that  in  London  and  Paris  enrineer  officers  are  occupied  with  the  study  oi 
a  plan  of  a  campaign.  Views  incline  to  the  idea  of  an  occupation  of  Finland, 
in  order,  by  means  of  a  successful  battle,  to  capture  Petersburgh." 

Our  latest  dates  from  America  are  to  the  20th  of  May. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WasAingtan, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Motley. 


Nor  37.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  July  14,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  June  22  (No.  27)  has  been  received. 

If  your  speculations  concerning  the  Polish  revolution  are  correct,  as  I  believe 
they  »re,  then  it  will  be  seen  that  a  location  within  the  immediate  sphere  of 
European  politics,  like  that  of  Russia,  has  some  advantages  as  well  as  some 
disadvantages.  The  European  states  suffer  long  and  forbear  much  with  a  na- 
tion that  falls  under  the  affliction  of  civil  war,  if  it  be  only  near  home.  TImj 
are  very  intolerant  of  a  nation,  on  this  continent,  that  suffers  its  domestic  wian* 
gles  to  break  the  peace  of  the  world.  The  Poles  are  not  yet  recognized  by 
either  France  or  Great  Britain  as  a  belligerent.  They  talk  of  interventi«m  in 
behalf  of  Poland,  but*  they  do  not  act. 

Just  now  victory  seems  to  be  smiling  once  more  upon  the  national  cause. 
The  achievements  of  our  four  great  armies  are  very  brilliant  and  effective.  The 
navy  is  understood  to  be  renewing  its  efforts  at  Charleston.  These  events  are 
inspiring  the  country  with  hopes,  the  influence  of  which  will  probably  be  mani- 
fested in  the  further  sacrifices  it  is  yet  required  to  make. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

J.  LoTHROP  Motley,  Esq.,  ifc.,  ifc*,  Sfc,,  Vienna. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Motley. 

No.  34.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  June  20,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  first  of  June  (No.  26)  has  been  received  and  read 
with  much  interest. 

If  even  the  wisest  administration  in  the  most  enlightened  states  could  alwavs 
be  relied  upon  to  act  upon  just  principles,  or  at  least  in  conformity  with  the 
suggestions  of  its  own  real  and  permanent  interests,  we  should  have  very  small 
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occasion  to  study  the  signs  of  the  political  weather  in  Europe.  But,  unfortu- 
nately,  the  state  of  morals  yet  remains  such  that  a  nation  which  has  the  mis- 
fortune to  lose  its  prestige  by  falling  into  either  foreign  or  civil  war,  very  soon 
finds  itself  obliged  to  be  cautious  and  watchful  against  new  enemies  in  quarters 
before  peaceful  and  friendly.  Your  review  of  the  political  situation  in  Europe 
is,  hi  this  respect,  useful.  While,  happily  for  the  interests  of  humanity,  there 
is  reason  to  believe  that  no  speedy  enlargement  of  the  boundaries  of  war  on 
that  continent  is  to  be  apprehended,  it  appears,  on  the  other  hand,  that  there  is 
so  much  uneasiness  prevailing  there  as  to  render  it  improbable  that  rash  and 
reckless  counsels,  injurious  to  ourselves,  will  be  adopted  by  any  of  the  western 
powers. 

I  can  give  you,  of  course,  no  special  information  concerning  our  internal 
affairs.  We  are  in  the  midst  of  a  great  campaign.  Important  marches  and 
protracted  sieges  engaffe  the  attention  of  the  government  and  of  the  country. 
Kews  of  the  results,  sped  by  the  telegraph,  would  outstrip  anticipations  travelling 
by  slower  processes.  The  country,  although  it  exhibits  the  same  mercuricd 
temper  which  it  has  mamtained  throughout  the  whole  war,  is,  nevertheless, 
sound  in  its'  resolution  to  suppress  a  needless  and  dangerous  insurrection ;  and 
the  government  is  performing  its  painftd  duty  with  no  abatement  of  energy,  and 
no  diminution  of  confidence. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


J.  LoTHROP  MoTLBY,  Esq.,  4v.,  ifC,  ifC. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Mr.  Motley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  31.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

VienTM,  August  17,  1863.. 

Sir  :  So  soon  as  the  news  of  the  proclamation  of  the  empire  in  Mexico,  to- 
gether with  the  offer  of  the  imperial  crown  to  the  Archduke  Ferdinand  Maxi- 
milian, reached  Vienna,  I  requested  an  interview  with  Count  Eechbei^. 

I  saw  the  minister  accordingly  on  the  11th  August.     As  he  was  to  leave  next 
day  for  Frankfort  to  attend  the  conference  at  the  diet  of  sovereigns,  and  as 
'  many  otiier  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps  were  waiting  to  see  him,  the  inter- 
view was  necessarily  very  brief;  I  merely  begged  him  to  inform  me  what  waa 
anthentically  known  to  him  in  regard  to  toe  Mexican  affair. 

He  replied  that  the  intelligence  received  by  the  government  was  hardly  in 
an  authentic  shape.  He  said:  We  do  not  consider  our  situation  essentially 
altered.  We  are  not  prepared  to  take  action  on  what  may  prove  to  be  an  ephe- 
meral demonstration.  We  regard  aU  that  is  reported  concerning  the  wnole 
sSait — so  far  as  relates  to  his  Imperial  Highness — as  not  having  occurred; 
(comtne  non  avenu  was  his  expression,  the  conversation  being  in  French.)  I 
aaked  if  he  considered  it  true  that  a  deputation  was  on  the  way  from  Mexico  to 
offer  the  crown  to  the  archduke.  He  replied  that  it  was  possible,  but  that  it 
was  very  doubtful  whether  such  a  deputation  would  be  received. 

I  asked  if  it  was  true  that  a  telegram  hadheen  sent  by  the  Emperor  Napoleon 
congratulating  the  archduke  on  the  news.  He  said,  X  es ;  but  that,  from  the 
tenor  of  the  telegram,  the  Emperor  Napoleon  did  not  appear  to  attach  much 
weight  to  the  intelligence. 

Under  snch  circumstances,  I  said  it  wasmseless  to  ask  whether  any  decision 
bad  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  offer,  as  such  a  question  had  already  been  an- 
swered in  the  negative  by  what  he  had  already  said. 

He  replied,  "Of  course;''  and  I  then  took  my  leave,  saying  that  I  only 
wished  to  know  the  exact  position  of  the  affur  np  to  the  present  moment 
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I  beg  to  be  infonned,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  what  language  you  wisli 
me  officially  to  hold  on  this  very  important  subject  The  recent  conquest  of 
Mexico  by  France  seems  to  me  fraught  with  future  woe  to  our  whole  continent; 
but  I  cannot  think  it  desirable,  in  the  present  condition  of  our  own  a&irs,  that 
we  should  hasten  the  evil  day  by  taking  any  part  in  that  most  unhappy  adv^i- 
tore. 

It  is  generally  supposed  that  the  Archduke  Maximilian  is  desirous  of  accept- 
ing the  crown  of  Mexico,  but  I  am  not  aware  that  there  are  many  persons  in 
this  empire  who  regard  the  project  with  favor.  It  certainly  is  an  unpopular  one 
with  all  classes  of  society,  so  far  aa  I  have  been  able  to  observe.  ' 

The  language  of  the  press  is,  in  some  cases,  guarded,  but  in  general  decidedly 
hostile  on  the  subject. 

As  a  specimen  of  Vienna  journalism  in  this  matter,  I  send  you  a  translation 
of  a  portion  of  an  article  from  a  widely  circulated  journal — Die  Presse.  The 
tone,  although  bold  and  bitter,  is  not  exceptionally  so. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


[Extract  ftom  the  Ptmt  of  Augott  11, 1863.] 

*»The  joornals  of  Paris  announce  to-day  that  the  Emperor  and  Empress  have  already 
sent  congratulations  by  telegraph  to  the  Archduke  Ferdinand  Maximilian,  on  the  imperial 
Mexican  diguity  which  has  been  offered  to  him.  Well,  they  may  think  it  a  piece  of  good 
fortune— and  they  may  have  their  reasons  for  It— to  obtafta  p08i»e8i>ioD  of  a  crown  in  sach 
a  way  in  a  country  like  Mexico.  We,  however,  believe  that  we  are  a  faithful  organ  of  th« 
opinion  of  the  Austrian  people  whto  we  say,  without  ooncealmeat,  that  the  acceptance  of 
the  crown  by  the  Archduke  Ferdinand  Maximilian  would  not  be  looked  upon  by  any  of 
them  as  a  piece  of  good  fortune,  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  would  look  upon'  it  as  an  evil 
destiny.  An  evil  destiny,  we  say,  for  it  would  be  nothing  else  if  an  Austrian  prince  should 
ever  seriously  think  of  accepting  a  crown  from  the  hands  of  a  Napoleon.  In  the  deepest 
humiliation  of  Germany  by  the  forcible  dominion  of  Napoleon  I,  we  find  nothing  similar 
to  this ;  and  shall  constitutional  Austria  bear  to-day  what  absolute  Au&tria  was  too  proud 
to  endure?  And  what  sort  of  a  crown  is  it?  Without  any  plausible  reason,  treading 
under  foot  those  liberties  of  the  people  of  which  they  are  always  speaking,  the  French 
soldiers  have  broken  into  Mexico,  and,  aft»ir  shedding  streams  of  blood,  they  have  occu- 
piei  the  Mexican  capital,  followed  by  the  curses  of  a  people  hitherto  prou<l  of  its  inde- 
pendence And  shall  a  crown  of  tears  and  blood,  conquered  in  this  forcible  manner,  be 
placed  upon  the  head  of  a  prince  of  constitutional  Austria,  perhaps  as  an  indemnity  for  the 
pearl  which  In  1869  was  broken  from  Austria's  crown,  or  as  a  present  to  keep  us  unharmed 
in  case  of  future  occurrences  of  a  umilar  kind  ?  The  more  we  lose  ourselves  in  speculations 
of  this  kind,  the  more  impossible,  adventurous,  unacceptable,  and  monstrous  this  proposed 
attention  of  the  court  of  Napoleon  to  Austria  appears  to  us.  Have  those  who  play  with  the 
thoughts  of  wrapping  themselves  in  the  purple  mantle  of  an  Aztec  emperor  already  reflected 
on  the  political  ooneeqnences  which  would  follow  Austria's  acceptance  of  this  imperiaF  crown? 
Have  they  painted  to  themselves  the  wretched,  dependent  relation,  the  vassalage  in  whidi 
Austria— even  assuming  that  there  is  no  thought  of  compensation  at  the  bottom  of  the 
French  offer— that  it  is  dictated  by  the  purest  unselfishness— will  find  itself  in  regard  to 
Napoleonic  France  by  accepting  the  Mexican  crown  ?  Is  Archduke  Maximilian,  in  Mexico, 
to  be  the  counterpart  to  King  George,  of  Greece,  with  only  the  dlflference  that  before  bis 
throne  French  soldiers  would  keep  watch,  as  the  King's  crown  in  Athens  would  be  pro- 
tected by  those  of  England  ?  And  even  if  it  should  be  decided  to  give  the  new  Emperor 
of  Mexico  an  Austrian  corps  as  an  escort,  has  the  cost  of  the  scheme  been  already  counted? 
What  in  the  pame  of  Heaven  has  Austria  to  do  in  this  Mexican  galley  ?  It  would  be  bound 
and  exposed  to  France  on  all  sides  for  this  present  of  the  Danaides.  and  particularly  in 
regard  to  Poland  it  would  be  made  lame  and  impotent  in  its  political  action ;  it  would 
aflford  France  a  pretext  for  occupying  Mexico,  as  the  Pope  aflfords  a  pretext  for  occupying 
Rome ;  it  will  have  engaged  its  hon  )r  for  specific  French  speculations,  without  satisfying  a 
fcingle  reasonable  interest.     We  already  see  the  moment  when  the  cabinet  at  Washington, 


DIPLOBfATIC    COBRESPONDENOE.  929 

fortified  by  jhe  Monroe  doctrine,  by  the  alliance  of  the  states  of  Central  and  Booth  America, 
aiid  by  the  enormons  military  resources  which  the  end  of  the  civil  war  will  leave  at  its 
disposition,  shall  call  npon  the  French  in  Mexico  to  leave  a  continent  on  which  they  have 
no  bneineas  and  no  right  to  command.  Shall  Austria,  then,  make  war  in  company  with 
France  upon  America  to  uphold  and  occupy  a  problematical  throne  in  Mexico  ?  That  would 
be  the  height  of  the  adventurous,  and  Austria  would  have  then  no  alternative  than  that  of  a 
shameful  fiasco  or  that  of  a  vassalage,  which  would  absorb  its  best  powers  for  the  interests 
of  France.  Even  if  the  thought  of  ruling  the  old  empire  of  the  Astecs  should  not  be 
devoid  of  poetic  charm  to  a  romantic  character,  we  believe  that  the  times  have  gone  by 
when  such  caprices  are  sufficient  to  compromise  the  policy  of  great  states  and  to  throw 
them  into  endless  (X)mplication.  And  so  we  still  hope  that  the  answer  of  Austria  to  the 
proposition  of  the  Mexican  asamblea,  received  by  way  of  Paris,  will,  this  time,  be  a  de- 
cided negative,  and  that  once  for  all  an  eod  will  be  put  to  an  intrigue  which  has  no  other 
aim  than  to  shift  the  ignominy  of  the  Mexican  expedition  -  that  attack  on  an  independent 
people — from  the  shoulders  of  Frauce  on  those  of  Austria,  and  to  cover  the  gulf  of  the 
dirty  speculations  of  the  banker  iecker  and  his  worthy  associates  in  France  and  Mexico 
with  the  brilliant  name  of  an  Austrian  prince." 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Motley, 


No.  41.]  Department  of  State, 

WashrngtOHy  September  11,  1863. 

Sir:  Tour  despatch  of  August  17  (No.  31)  has  been  received. 

When  France  made  war  against  Mexico,  we  asked  of  France  explanations  of 
her  objects  and  purposes.  She  answered,  that  it  was  a  war  for  the  redress  of 
grievances;  that  she  did  not  intend  to  permanently  occupy  or  dominate  in 
Mexico,  and  that  she  should  leave  to  the  people  of  Mexico  a  free  choice  of  insti- 
tutions of  government.  Under  these  circumstances  the  United  States  adopted, 
and  they  have  since  maintained,  entire  neutrality  between  the  belligerents,  in  har- 
mony with  the  traditional  policy  in  regard  to  foreign  wars.  The  war  has  con- 
tinued longer  than  was  anticipated.  At  different  stages  of  it  France  has,  in  her 
Intercourse  with  us,  renewed  the  explanations  before  mentioned.  The  French 
army  has  now  captured  Pueblo  and  the  capital,  while  the  Mexican  government, 
with  its  principal  forces,  is  understood  to  have  retired  to  San  Luis  Potosi,  and 
a  provisional  government  has  been  instituted  under  French  auspices  in  the  city 
of  Mexico,  which,  being  supported  by  arms,  divides  the  actual  dominion  of  the 
oountry  with  the  Mexican  government,  also  maintained  by  armed  power.  That 
provisional  government  has  neither  made  nor  sought  to  make  any  communica- 
tion to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  nor  has  it  been,  in  any  way,  rec- 
ognized by  this  government.  France  has  made  no  communication  to  the  United 
States  concerning  the  provisional  government  which  has  been  established  in 
Mexico,  nor  has  she  announced  any  actual  or  intended  departure  from  the  policy 
in  regaM  to  that  country  which  her  before-mentioned  explanations  have  author- 
ized us  to  expect  her  to  pursue.  The  United  States  have  received  no  commu- 
nications relating  to  the  recent  military  events  in  Mexico  from  the  recognized 
government  of  that  country. 

The  imperial  government  of  Austria  has  not  explained  to  the  United  States 
that  it  has  an  interest  in  the  subject,  or  expressed  any  desire  to  know  their  views 
npon  it.  The  United  States  have  heretofore,  on  proper  occasions,  frankly  ex- 
ptatned  to  every  party  having  an  interest  in  the  question  the  general  views  and 
sentiments  which  they  have  always  entertained,  and  still  entertain,  in  regard  to 
the  interests  of  society  and  government  on  this  continent.  Under  these  circum- 
stances it  is  not  deemed  necessary  for  the  representatives  of  the  United  States, 
in  foreign  countries,  to  engage  in  the  political  debates  which  the  present  unset- 
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tied  aspect  of  the  war  in  Mexico  has  elicited.    Ton  will  be  promptly  adrised  if 
a  necessity  for  any  representations  to  the  government  of  Austria  shall  arise. 
I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  LoTHROP  Motley,  Esq.,  ifc.,  (Jr.,  Vienna. 


Mr.  Motley  to  Mr.  Setcard, 


Ko.  33.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Vienna,  September  14,  1863. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  despatches  Nos. 
37,  38,  39,  and  40. 

I  transmit  herewith  an  authentic  copy  of  the  propositions  for  the  reform  q£ 
the  German  Bund,  as  accepted  by  the  sovereigns  assembled  recently  at  Frank- 
fort. 

Yon  are  aware,  of  course,  that  the  King  of  Prussia  took  no  part  in  that  di^ ; 
of  the  sovereigns  present  there  were  three,  the  Grand  Dukes  of  Baden  and 
Wiemar,  and  the  Prince  of  Waldeck,  who  voted  against  the  project. 

I  append  to  this  despatch  a  translation  of  such  portions  of  the  document  as 
may  be  likely  to  engage  your  immediate  attention,  and  as  have  excited  most 
interest  outside  of  Germany. 

The  population  of  the  states  adhering  to  the  proposition  is  twenty -six  (26) 
out  of  the  forty-four  (44)  millions  inhabitants  of  Germany.  It  is  not  sup- 
posed, however,  that  the  eighteen  (^18)  millions  of  the  non-concurring  states, 
including  Prussia,  are  likely  to  recede  very  soon  from  their  position,  so  that  the 
project,  for  the  present,  may  remain  unfulfilled.  Indeed  the  Prussian  govern- 
ment  has  appealed  to  its  people  in  the  new  elections,  which  it  has  just  ordered, 
on  the  ground  that  the  Frankfort  project  would,  if  carried  out,  be  detrimental  to 
the  position  of  that  kingdom  in  Germany  and  in  Europe.  The  expected  counter 
proposition  on  the  part  of  Prussia  has  not  yet  appeared ;  nor  has  any  answer 
from  King  William  *to  the  collective  note  addressed  to  him  by  the  sovereigns 
assembled  at  Frankfort,  after  the  termination  of  their  labors,  been  yet  made 
public. 

The  movement  made  by  the  Emperor  of  Austria  to  strengthen  the  bonds 
between  this  empire  and  the  rest  of  Germany,  and  the  effort  to  infuse  new  vigor 
into  the  feeble  league  known  as  the  Gtsrman  Bund,  have  been  highly  appreciated 
by  his  subjects  and  by  the  inhabitants  of  many  other  portions  of  Germany,  and 
the  return  of  his  Majesty  to  his  capital  was  celebrated  with  great  demonstrations 
of  popular  rejoicing. 

It  has  been  felt  for  a  long  time,  both  by  sovereigns  and  peoples,  that  the 
moribund  confederation  was  uot  competent  to  place  Germany,  as  such;  in  the 
position  to  which  she  is  entitled  in  Europe,  by  her  numbers,  material  resources, 
and  intellectual  power. 

The  yearning  towards  national  unity  is  strong  among  the  populations,  but 
the  dualism,  the  chronic  rivalry,  which  exists  between  the  two  great  govern- 
ments of  Austria  and  Prussia,  renders  such  unity  very  difficult  to  attain. 

It  is  of  course  impossible  to  give  to  any  confederation  the  consistency  and 
political  power  of  a  state.  We  Americans  certainly  have  no  cause  to  love  the 
word  confederacy.  If,  as  is  so  fondly  hoped  by  our  enemies  in  Europe,  our 
republic  should  be  destined  to  destruction  under  the  assaults  of  the  present  in- 
surrection of  the  slaveholders,  our  national  history  would  be  of  three-fourths  of 
a  century's  duration,  beginning  with  our  struggles  out  of  the  chaos  of  die  old 
confederacy  into  the  constituted  commonwealth  of  1787,  and  terminating  with 
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4Mur  desc^it  into  tlmt  BtOl  more  dreaiy  chaoB  which  the  so-called  confederacy  of 
1861  is  attempting  so  yigoronslj  to  bring  back  upon  us. 

It  is  a  curious-  phenomenon  for  the  indifferent  observer,  but  a  mournful  subject 
for  our  own  consideration,  that  at  this  very  moment  exactly  thirty-four  (34) 
states  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  inhabited  by  a  people  speaking  the  same 
language  and  having  essentially  the  same  history,  are  endeavoring  to  bring 
themselves  into  closer  union,  in  order  to  eiyoy  die  tranquillity  within  and 
security  abroad  to  which  their  homogeneity  entitles  them;  whUe  beyond  the 
ocean,  our  thirty-four  (34)  States  are  engaged  in  a  sanguinary  war  of  defence 
for  the  sake  of  preserving  that  inestimable  privilege  of  constitutional  Union 
which  has  so  long  been  enjoyed  in  America,  and  which  it  is  the  present  purpose 
of  a  gigantic  treason  to  destroy. 

It  will  be  observed,  too,  that  in  the  same  quarters,  where  so  much  delight 
liaa  been  manifested  at  the  anticipated  downfall  of  the  American  republic,  there 
is  a  growing  anxiety  in  regard  to  the  possibility  of  a  reinvigoratea  and  united 
Germany.     I  shall,  however,  not  pursue  this  very  obvious  train  of  reflection. 

It  is  superfluous  to  remark  that  the  Bund,  which  word  it  is  as  well  to  preserve 
for  the  present  in  the  original,  can  never  be  reformed  into  anything  stronger  than 
a  league  or  confederation  of  sovereign  states. 

Imperial,  royal,  grand  ducal  families,  which  for  centuries  have  exercised,  not 
nominal  and  imaginary,  but  real  and  absolute  functions  of  sovereignty,  which 
liave  coined  money,  emitted  bills  of  credit,  held  armies  and  navies,  made  war 
and  concluded  peace,  entered  into  treaties  of  all  kinds  with  all  nations,  which 
have  so  long  been  supreme,  recognizmg  no  superior — sovereign,  in  short — are 
not  likely  to  tolerate  any  authority  created  over  themselves,  competent  to  make 
laws  to  be  enforced  over  all  Germany,  anything  to  the  contrary  in  the  laws  of 
the  separate  states  notwithstanding. 

The  Bund,  as  such,  can  never  be  itself  a  united  commonwealth,  whether  em- 
pire or  republic,  any  more  than  the  American  consolidated  Union,  should  it 
really  fall  into  separate  sovereignties,  or  detached  groups  of  sovereignties,  can 
ever  again  find  centripetal  force  enough  to  constitute  itself  into  a  single  body 
politic.  There  would  have  been  another  past  for  Europe,  there  would  be  another 
fiitnre,  had  there  been,  or  was  there  likely  to  be,  a  single  German  state. 

It  is  impossible  not  to  warmly  sympathize  with  the  aspirations  of  those  who 
contemplate  so  splendid  a  vision  as  that  of  a  political  union  of  forty-six  (46) 
millions  of  people  of  one  race  and  language,  and  occupying  so  proud  a  position 
as  Germans  have  ever  occupied  in  all  that  we  understand  by  civilization ;  for 
Germany  is  assuredly  the  mother  of  our  modem  civilization. 

Any  approximation  to  such  a  result  is  therefore  an  attractive  theme  of  specu- 
lation. Even  if  the  absolute  is  unattainable,  there  is  something  noble  and  useful 
in  these  renewed  stirrings  towards  a  more  close  Wd  practical  unity  than  has 
liitherto  existed.  It  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  the  strength  and  union  of 
Germany  is  an  advantage  for  Europe  and  a  bond  of  peace  and  progress  for  the 
world. 

It  would  hardly  be  just  to  criticise  the  present  reform  project  from  a  demo^- 
cratic  point  of  view,  as  it  was  certainly  not  intended  to  be  judged  by  any  such 
standard.  Certainly  there  is  but  a  pennyworth  of  the  popular  element  in  the- 
proposed  system. 

Four  bodies  or  boards  are  to  be  established  for  the  purposes  of  the  Bund,  andi 
their  nature  is  described  in  the  portions  of  the  act  herewith  translated  and  sent.. 

The  Directory  will  consist  of  the  Emperor  and  three  kings  and  two  other 
sovereign  princes.*  The  Bund  council  is  a  diplomatic  body  of  envoys  plenipo 
tentiary  from  sovereign  houses,  bound  by  instructions. 

^  Unlew  the  sovereigns  of  the  sixth  category  should  chooee  as  their  representative  a  bnr- 
gomaster  of  one  of  the  foor  free  cities — a  result  which  seems  improbable. — See  Art.  III. 

.,,,_.,  ^oogle 


932  DIPLOMATIC    CORBESPONDEKOS. 

The  House  of  Ddegates  is  "an  aeaembly  upon  the  federtf  principle,  like  our 
Senate,  made  np  of  ddegates  chosen  hj  the  varion^i  representative  bodies  in  iht 
separates  states.  It  wiU  be  observed,  too,  that  in  the  states  in  which  those 
bodies  consist  of  two  chambers,  the  Band  deputies  are  not  to  be  chosen  by  joint 
ballot,  but  that  one-third  of  them  are  to  be  appointed  hj  the  upper,  and  two- 
thirds  by  the  lower  house. 

The  Assembly  of  Princes  is,  as  its  name  imports,  a  chamber  of  crowned  heads, 
meeting  in  person  to  pass  finally  upon  such  measures  as  have  already  been  acted 
upon  by  the  other  boards. 

Thus  it  will  be  perceived  that,  strictly  speaking,  the  popular  principle  is  not 
admitted  at  all  into  the  new  project.  Not  only  are  there  to  be  no  elections  by 
the  people,  but  the  representative  bodies,  by  whom  the  Bund  deputies  are  cboseut 
are  themselves  the  results  in  most  of  the  separate  states,  certainly  in  this  empire, 
of  an  election  by  elected  chambers,  and  are  not  chosen  by  the  people  in  their 
primary  meetings. 

The  House  of  Deputies  thus  constituted  is  to  hold  a  regular  session  but  once 
in  every  three  years. 

Upon  this  point,  therefore,  it  is  superfluous  to  dilate ;  but  there  is  little  doubt 
that  the  project,  if  thoroughly  developed,  would  vastly  increase  not  only  the 
defensive  power  of  Gkrmaxiv,  as  against  the  world,  but  elevate  to  a  still  higher 
point  the  position  and  influence  of  this  empire.  It  is,  in  truth,  on  account 
of  the  supposed  advantages  thus  to  be  conferred  upon  Austria,  that  the 
opposition  to  the  supposed  changes  is  owing.  Prussia,  which  claims  a  much 
superior  number  of  German  subjects  to  those  under  the  Austrian  sceptre,  is  not 
likely  to  be  satisfied  with  an  equal  number  of  deputies  to  those  sent  from  the 
imperial  states  in  the  assembly.  Nor  is  she  pleased- to  perpetuate  the  hereditary 
claim  of  the  imperial  family,  as  descendants  of  a  long  line  of  Grerman  emperors, 
to  preside  both  in  the  Directory  and  the  Bund  council.  It  has  been  even  sug- 
gested by  the  very  strictly  conservative  administration  now  governing  Prussia, 
that  an  assembly  of  representatives  elected  by  the  people  should  have  formed 
part  of  any  new  system  of  confederation.  It  might  be  noped,  therefore,  that  in 
the  peculiar  rivalry  thus  developed,  the  people  would  gain,  while  it  would  be 
difficult  for  them  in  any  event  to  lose.  The  reproach  upon  Prussia,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  that  the  lesser  states  in  her  neighborhood  are  in  danger  of  being 
absorbed  or  mediatized,  as  materials  to  her  own  aggrandizement ;  and  that  a 
great  Prussia  necessarily  implies  a  small  Germany,  of  which  the  prevailing  cha- 
racteristic is  to  be  a  perpetual  dualism,  with  possibility  of  civil  war  between  the 
great  empire  and  the  great  kingdom. 

It  is  hardly  necessanr  to  call  your  attention  to  Article  Vlll  of  the  project. 

It  is  this  considerable, change  in  the  powers  of  the  Bund  which  causes 
anxiety  abroad,  as  to  the  inc#ased  weight  to  be  thus  acquired  by  the  empire  in 
the  European  pentarchy.  At  present,  should  Austria  be  involved  with  a  foreign 
power  on  account  of  her  non-German  possessions,  which  constitute  in  popula- 
tion some  two-thirds  of  her  realms,  the  Bund  can  only  be  held  to  take  part  in 
such  war  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  its  members,  as  represented  in  the  restricted 
council.  In  f\iture  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  new  Bund  council  would  suffice  to 
bring  the  whole  power  of  the  Bund  into  the  field,  or,  for  example,  a  Huneariaa 
or  an  Italian  issue.  Thus  the  power  of  the  empire  as  against  those  ever-threat- 
ening neighbors,  Russia,  France,  and  Italy,  would  be  much  increased. 

The  original  proposition,  as  laid  before  the  Congress  of  Princes  by  the 
Emperor,  required  merely  a  simple  majority  vote  to  implicate  the  Bund  in  such 
hostilities — an  arrangement  obviously  still  more  advantageous  to  the  empire ; 
but  the  two-thirds  rule  was  adopted  as  an  amendment  by  the  Princes  assembled 
in  Frankfort. 

There  are  many  reasons,  therefore,  why  the  new  project  should  be  hailed  with 
considerable  enthusiasm  in  Austria,  and  why  the  possible  /ailure  ^f  the  plan 
should  be  regarded  as  a  disappointment.  y     -  y  ^ 
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Although  but  little  has  been  done  or  pretended  hj  way  of  strengthening  the 
German  people,  much  is  proposed  to  strengthen  the  German  and  Austrian 
power ;  and  it  is  not  unreasonably  regarded  as  an  adrantage,  that  the  Princes, 
actmg  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  should  be  as  well  disposed,  as  the  majority 
of  them  have  shown  themselves  to  be,  to  a  closer  union  with  each  other. 

There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  the  opposition  to  the  scheme  is  very  consid- 
erable in  Prussia  and  North  Germany  generally,  while  fears  are  expressed  in 
many  odier  quarters  that  the  Diet  of  the  Princes  at  Frankibrt,  instead  of  marlc- 
ing  the  commencement  of  an  era  of  closer  confederation,  may  be  the  date  of 
ddnite  disunion. 

It  is  impossible  for  the  disinterested  spectator  not  to  wish,  on  the  contrary, 
tiiat  from  the  earnest  and  vigorous  efforts  already  manifested,  some  decided 
advantages  for  European  peace  and  human  progress  may  result. 

The  world  at  large  has  much  to  gain  and  little  to  dread  in  the  increased 
strength  and  prosperity  of  Germany. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 

Hon.  William  H  Sbwaud, 

Secretojy  of  State,  Washington, 


[Trmiulacion  of  tbe  importaQt  paMagei  of  a  projlect  of  a  reA>nn  act  for  the  Oerman  Bund.] 

ABncLB  I.  EQlargement  of  the  pnrpoaes  of  the  Band. 

Tbe  objecti  of  the  German  Bund  are  :  Protection  [wahnmir]  of  the  safety  and  political 
poalticm  [machtselliog]  of  Qemnany  towards  tbe  external  world ;  protection  of  pablio  order 
fatternaDy ;  advancement  of  the  prosperity  of  the  Qerman  nation,  and  representation  of  their 
common  concerns  [anliegen  ;]  protection  of  the  inviolability  and  constitutional  independence 
of  the  several  German  states ;  protection  of  the  public  iaw  in  the  same ;  community  of 
legislation  in  the  sphere  of  affairs  attributed  constitutionaUy  to  the  Bund  ;  facilitation  of 
the  introduction  of  universal  German  laws  and  regulations  in  the  sphere  of  the  legislative 
power  of  the  separate  states. 

AmoLB  II.  New  organs  of  the  Bund. 

The  direction  of  the  Bund  ii  confided  by  the  itovereign  princes  and  free  cities  of  Germany 
to  a  Directory  proceeding  out  of  themselves. 

A  Bund  council  is  formed  out  of  tbe  plenipotentiaries  of  the  governments. 

An  assembly  of  Bund  deputies  will  be  periodically  convoked. 

An  assembly  of  prinoes  will  come  tog^her  periodically. 

A  Bund  oonrt  of  justice  is  created. 

AanoLi  III.  Directory  and  Bund  council. 

The  directory  of  the  German  Bund  consists  of  six  votes,  viz : 

One  vote  for  the  Emperor  of  Austria. 

One  vote  for  the  King  of  Prussia. 

One  vote  fbr  the  King  of  Bavaria. 

One  f>r  the  Kings  of  Saxony,  Hanover^  and  Wirtemburg,  in  yearly  rotation. 

One  to  be  chosen  by  the  gnrand  duke  of  Baden,  the  elector  of -Hesse,  the  grand  duke  of 
Hease,  the  King  of  Denmark,  (as  duke  of  Holstein  and  Lunenburg,)  the  King  of  Nether- 
lands, (as  grand  duke  of  Luxembourg,)  duke  of  Brunswick,  and  the  dukes  of  Mecklenburg 
Bchweiin  and  Mecklenburg  Strelitz,  and  the  duke  of  Nassau  ;  and,  finally- 
One  to  be  chosen  by  the  grand  duke  of  Saxe  Weimer,  the  grand  duke  of  Oldenburg,  the 
dnkes  of  Saxe  Meinlngen,  8.  Altenburg,  S.  Obburg  Goiha  and  Anhalt,  and  princes  of 
Sohwartabarg  Sondershausen,  Schwartsburg  Rudolstadt,  Llechstenstein,  Waldeck,  Reuss 
elder  line,  Beuss  younger  line,  Schaumburg  Llppe«  and  Uppe,  the  landg^ves  of  Hesse 
Homburg  and  the  free  cities  of  Lnbeck,  Frankford,  Bremen,  and  Hamburg. 

The  members  of  tbe  Directory  will,  according  to  rule,  be  represented  at  the  seat  of  the 
Band  by  plenipotentiaries.  It  is  reserved  to, them,  however,  to  assemble  on  important 
oooaskns,  in  order  to  perform  the  functions  of  the  Directory  in  person. 

Ateaaum  lY.  Formation  of  the  Bund  council. 

The  Bund  oooncil  consists  of  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  aeomkm  votes  of  the  restricted 
nmncil  of  the  Bund  assembly.  Austria  and  PrussSa  have  each  tkr^e  votes  in  the  Bund 
coondl,  so  that  the  number  of  votes  reaches  fwent^cnt  in  all.  The  plenipotentiaries  ap- 
pointed for  the  Directory  will,  as  a  rule,  represent  the  governments  also  in  the  Bund 
coiuudL 
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Abtioib  Y.  Presidency  of  the  Dfrectorj  and  ooundl. 

The  presidency  in  the  Directory  and  Bnnd  council  is  exercised  by  Anstria.  In  case  of 
hindrance  of  the  Austrian  plenipotentiary  the  presidency  deyolvea  on  Pmssia.  Ko  powen 
are  connected  with  the  presidency,  except  those  requisite  to  the  formal  oondacttng  of 
businees. 

All  resolves  of  the  Directory  are  passed  by  simple  majority.  In  cace  of  a  tie,  an  aiiili- 
metical  calculation  of  the  pr  pnlation  of  the  votes  on  each  side  Is  to  be  made.  The  resolves 
of  the  Bnnd  council  are  by  majority,  except  as  may  be  hereafter  excepted. 

Ihe  directorial  plenipotentiaries,  as  well  as  the  members  of  the  Bnnd  oonncQ,  are  bound 
by  the  instructions  of  the  governments. 

AiTiCLi  VI.  The  executive  power  of  the  Bund  is  exercised  by  the  Directory. 

Articli  til  The  international  representation  of  the  Bund,  in  its  quality  as  oollectiTe 
power,  belongs  to  the  Directory. 

The  predding  directorial  plenipotentiary  receives  the  credentials  and  letters  of  recall  of 
foreign  diplomatic  agents.  He  conducts  the  oral  and  written  inteiconrse  with  them,  on  ih» 
basis  of  the  resolves  of  the  Directory,  and  in  its  name. 

The  Directory  has  the  tight  to  appoint  diplomatic  agents  of  every  rank  for  affairs  of  the 
Bund  as  a  collective  power.  Their  credentials  and  instructions  are  made  out  by  the  direct- 
ing plenipotentiary,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Directory. 

Artiolv  VIII.  War  and  peace. 

The  Directory  has  care  of  the  external  safety  of  Germany.  Shonld  the  safety  of  tbe 
Bnnd  be  endangered,  especially  if  the  Bund  or  a  single  part  of  the  Bnnd  territory  riiould 
be  threatened  with  a  foreign  invasion,  the  Directory  has  to  take  all  provisionary  and  pm* 
paratory  military  measures. 

To  this  purpose  it  exercises  all  the  collective  functions  assigned  by  the  Bund  military 
constitution  to  the  Bund.  It  is  especially  incumbent  upon  the  Directory  to  arrange  for  tiie 
placing  upon  a  war  footing  and  the  mobilisation  of  the  Bond  army,  or  of  single  contingents 
of  the  same,  to  provide  for  the  putting  in  proper  condition  of  the  Bnnd  fortresses,  to  ap- 
point the  Bund  general-in- chief,  to  see  to  the  formation  of  the  headquarters  aa4  the  anny 
divisions,  and  to  establish  a  special  military  exchequer  for  the  Bund. 

A  vote  of  two-tbirds  of  the  Bund  council  is  rvquired  for  a  regular  declaration  of  war  by 
the  Bond. 

If  there  be  danger  of  war  between  a  Bnnd  state,  which,  at  the  same  time,  has  posMss- 
ions  outside  the  Bnnd  territory,  and  a  foreign  power,  the  Directory  is  to  procure  a  deolsloii 
of  the  Bnnd  council  on  the  question,  whether  the  Bund  will  take  part  in  the  war.  Tlie 
decision  thereupon  is  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds. 

If  the  Bund  territory  be  attacked  by  foreign  forces,  the  condition  of  war  exists  at  once. 

The  Directory  has  the  right  to  introduce  peace  negotiations,  and  to  this  end  to  appoint 
its  own  plenipotentiaries,  and  to  furnish  them  with  instructions.  It  is,  however,  to  take 
the  views  of  the  Bund  council  in  regard  to  the  conditions  of  peace.  The  acceptance  and 
confirmation  of  a  treaty  of  peace  can  only  be  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  Bnnd  oouncU. 

AancLB  X.  The  Directory  is  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  oonoord  among 
the  members  of  the  Bund.  Self-help  between  Bund  members  is  forbidden,  and  the  Directory 
is  to  prevent  every  attempt  at  such.  In  case  of  disputes  of  all  kinds  between  Bund  states, 
it  is  to  introduce  its  mediation ;  and  in  case  the  attempt  at  oompromise  It  without  result, 
to  resolve  upon  the  reference  to  the  Bund  conrt  of  justice. 

Articli  XII.  Bund  executive. 

'Ihe  Directory  is  to  have  care  that  the  Bund  laws,  the  Bund  resolves,  the  sentences  of  the 
Bund  courts,  the  compromises  arranged  by  the  Bund,  the  guarantees  assumed  by  the  Bund, 
be  carried  into  effect  by  the  governments  interested.  If  there  are  obstacles  of  any  kind, 
it  is  for  the  Directory  to  take  the  business  of  execution  on  part  of  the  Bund  immediately 
into  its  own  hands.  It  can  appoint  commissioners  for  this  purpose  and  place  at  their  dispo- 
bitioD,  if  need  be,  an  adequate  number  of  troops. 

ArticlbXIII.  Military  affiiirs. 

1  he  maintenance  of  the  military^constitition  of  the  Gernutn  Bund  belongs  to  the  Dtreo- 
tory. 

it  manages  the  affairs  devolving,  through  this  constitution,  upon  the  Bund,  in  regard  to 
the  Bund  fortresses,  coast  defences,  &c. 

Article  XVI.  Bund  finances. 

The  Directory  administers  the  Bnnd  exchequer,  formed  by  the  quotas  of  the  separate 
states.  From  three  years  to  three  years,  with  the  consent  of  the  Bund  council,  it  lays  be- 
fore the  assembly  of  deputies  fur  Its  approbation  the  estimates  for  ordinary  and  extraordi- 
nary Bund  expenses.  In  case  of  disagreement,  estimates  voted  at  any  previous  period  is 
the  lule,  unless  the  expenses  so  voted  had  been  expressly  for  the  purpose  already  attained. 

Artiolb  XV.  To  tlie  Directory  belongs  the  sufnmoning,  opening,  adjourning,  dia«Hving» 
closing  of  the  assembly  of  Bund  deputies,  ^,y,  .^^v.  ^y  -^  ^  ^rN"^ 
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iBnou  XVI.  Oompoflitlon  of  the  anembly. 

The  aeeembly  of  Bimd  deputies  proceeds  out  of  delegations  from  the  representative 
hodies  of  the  separate  German  states.  It  consists  of  three  hundred  and  two  (302)  memlHsrs, 
chosen  bj  Uieir  bodies. 

Anstria  sends  to  the  Bond  seYenty-fire  (75)  deputies,  chosen  by  her  rReichsrath)  Parlia- 
HMot  out  of  the  number  of  her  members  belonging  to  the  German  provinces,  or  out  of  the 
members  ot  the  diets  of  the  Bund  territory. 

Pmssia  sends  seventy-five  (75)  deputies  out  of  the  number  of  representatives  of  German 
Bond  provinces  in  the  Prussian  diet. 

The  remaining  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  (162)  are  apportioned  among  the  other  states, 
according  to  their  importance,  as  twenty-seven  (27)  to  Bavaria,  fifteen  (16)  each  to  Saxony, 
Hanover,  and  so  on.  In  these  states  in  which  the  two-chamber  system  prevails,  the  upper 
chamber  chooses  one-third  and  the  second  chamber  two-thirds  of  the  Bund  deputies. 

Abtioli  XVIL  The  personal  capacity  to  membership  of  the  electing  body  decides  at  once 
npon  the  personal  capacity  for  membership  of  the  assembly  of  Bund  deputies.  The  pro- 
vincial representative  bodies  of  the  separate  states  cannot  bind  their  deputies  to  the  Bund 
hy  instrociions. 

AsnoLi  XVIII.  The  aJBsembly  of  the  Bund  deputies  is  regularly  called  together  in  the 
month  of  May,  every  third  }ear,  at  Frankfort-on-the-Main. 

Abticli  XIX.  The  assembly  of  Bund  deputies  chooses  its  president,  its  vice-president  and 
secretaries. 

Abtioli  XX.  Propositions  regarding  amendments  to  the  constitution  of  the  Bund  re- 
quire a  vote  of  three-quarters. 

Artiolb  XXIIL  Establishment  of  the  Princes'  assembly. 

According  to  rule,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  ordinary  or  extraordinary  sessions  of  the 
aflsembly  of  Bund  deputies,  an  assembly  of  the  sovereign  princes  and  of  the  chief  magis- 
trate of  the  free  cities  of  Germany  is  to  come  together.  The  Emperor  of  Austria  and  t]^e 
King  of  Prussia,  in  common,  issue  the  instructions  to  the  Princes'  assembly.  The  sover- 
eigns not  personally  appearing,  can  cause  themselves  to  be  represented  by  a  Prince  of  their 
own  or  of  another  German  house  as  alter  ego. 

Abtiolk  XXV.  The  Princes'  assembly  takes  into  consideration  the  results  of  the  trans- 
actions of  the  assembly  of  deputies,  laid  before  it  by  the  Directory.  It  takes  the  final  re- 
■olTes  upon  the  propositions  of  the  Bund  deputies  which  do  not  require  the  assent  of  tho 
r^resentative  bodies  of  the  several  states. 

Abticub  XXXIU.  The  Bund  tribunal  consists  of  a  president,  two  vice-presidents,  and 
twelve  regular  associate  judges.  There  are  also  extraordinary  members  of  the  tribunal  ap- 
pointed under  authority  of  the  government  of  the  separate  states. 

The  Directory,  with  the  consent  of  the  Bund  council,  appoints  from  the  fifteen  regular 
members  of  the  tribunal  the  president  and  the  two  vioe-presidents. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Motley. 


No-  42.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  September  22,  18G3. 

Sir:  The  openinfi^  of  the  campaign  is  attended  with  some  embarrassments, 
Trhich,  in  the  excitement  of  the  moment,  are  likely  to  be  exaggerated.  The 
expedition  of  General  Franklin  to  Sabine  Pass  was  only  one  of  three  designed 
to  re-establish  the  national  anthoritj  in  Texas.  Its  repulse  may  retard,  but  it 
is  not  thought  it  endangers,  tho  success  of  the  plan. 

Official  despatches  from  the  army  of  the  Cumberland  have  been  received  of  a 
date  so  late  as  2  p.  m.  of  the  2l8t  They  are  inexplicit,  but  their  general  effect 
is  thought  to  justify  the  expectation  of  our  continuing  to  hold  our  important 
positions  in  Tennessee.  Should  any  later  news  be  seasonably  received  I  will 
oommunicate  it  by  telegraph. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

.     WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

J.  LoTHROP  Motley,  Ijfc.,  ^c,  Vienna. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Motley. 

No.  43.J  Department  op  State, 

Wa$hnigion^  September  26,  1863. 

SiB :  Tour  interesting  despatcli  of  September  1  (No.  32)  has  been  received. 
The  United  States  are  not  indifferent  to  the  events  wbicb  are  occurring  In 
Mexico.  Tbeyare  regarded,  however,  as  incidents  of  the  war  between  France 
and  Mexico.  Wbile  the  governments  of  those  two  countries  are  not  improperlj 
left  in  anj  uncertainty  about  the  sentiments  of  the  United  States,  the  reported 
relations  of  a  member  of  the  imperial  family  of  Austria  to  those  eyents  do  not 
seem  sufficient  to  justify  this  government  in  making  any  representations  on  that 
subject  to  the  government  of  the  Emperor.  His  candor  and  fairness  towards 
the  United  States  warrant  the  President  in  believing,  as  he  firmly  does,  that 
his  Majesty  will  not  suffer  his  government  to  be  engaged  in  any  proceeding  hos- 
tile or  injurious  to  the  United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  LoTHROP  Motley,  ife.t  ifc^  Vienna. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Motley. 


No.  44.]  Depabtmbnt  of  State, 

Watliington,  October  5,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  thank  you  very  earnestly  for  your  interesting  sunmiarr  of 
the  recent  movements  at  1?  rankfort  for  the  reorganization  of  the  states  of  Uer- 
many.  The  United  States  entertain  such  cordial  sentiments  towards  the  states 
of  Germany,  severally,  as  must  forbid  any  proceedings  calculated  to  embarrasa 
the  just  action  of  either  of  them  foi  its  own  security  and  advancement.  But 
this  feeling  ought  not  to  restrain  us  horn  saying  that  every  effort  to  consolidate 
all  the  German  states  under  a  federation  which  would  promote  the  common 
development  and  progress  of  the  entire  fatherland  would  be  hailed  in  thia 
country  with  profound  satisfaction. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

J.  LoTHBOP  Motley,  ^.,  fy:.,  Vienna. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Motley.. 

No.  45.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  October  9,  1863. 

Sir:  Tour  despatch  of  the  21st  of  September  (No.  34)  has  been  received. 

You  have  proceeded  very  properly  in  giving  to  Count  Bechberg  a  copy  of 
my  despatch  to  Mr.  Dayton  of  the  3d  of  March,  1862.  This  government  desires 
to  practice  no  concealment  in  its  intercourse  with  foreign  states.  During  the 
discussion  concerning  Mexico,  and  France,  and  the  United  States,  which  haa 
been  going  on  in  Europe,  I  have  refrained  from  instructing  you  to  speak  for  the 
United  States.  This  reserve  has  been  practiced  because  the  questions  imme- 
diately concern  only  the  three  states  mentioned,  and  the  personal  relation  to 
them  of  the  Austrian  grand  duke  is  an  incident  which  could  only  bring  the 
imperial  royal  government  under  any  responsibility  to  the  United  States  when 
that  government  should  attempt  or  propose  to  violate  some  actual  political  right 
or  disregard  some  practical  interest  which  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  President 
to  maintain  or  assert.  But  in  this  course  of  proceeding  it  has  not  been  my  in- 
tention to  deny  to  you  a  full  knowledge  of  the  position  of  the  President  in  r^ard 
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io  the  questioiifl  debated.  France  is  at  war  with  Mexico  and  at  peace  with  the 
United  States,  and  a  civil  war  is  raging  in  the  United  States.  I  am  to  speak 
of  the  attitude  of  France  towards  the  United  States  in  relation  to  this  civil  war, 
and  also  to  speak  of  the  attitude  of  France  towards  Mexico,  as  it  bears  on  the 
United  States.  For  the  sake  of  perspicuity  I  keep  the  two  topics  distinctly 
separate,  and  I  treat  the  last  one  first. 

We  know,  from  many  sources,  and  even  from  the  direct  statement  of  the 
Emperor  of  France,  that  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  insurrection  he  adopted  the 
then  currrent  opinion  of  European  statesmen  that  the  effort^  of  this  government 
to  suppress  it  would  be  unsuccessful.  To  this  pre-judgment  we  attribute  his 
ajpreement  with  Great  Britain  to  act  in  concert  with  her  upon  international  ques- 
tions which  might  arise  out  of  the  conflict,  his  practical  concession  of  a  belligerent 
character  to  the  insurgents,  his  repeated  suggestions  of  accommodations  by  this 
government  with  the  insurgents,  and  his  conferences  on  the  subject  of  a  recog- 
nition.  These  proceedings  of  the  Emperor  of  France  have  been  very  ii\jurious 
to  the  United  States  by  encouraging  and  thus  prolonging  the  insurrection.  On 
the  other  hand»  no  statesman  of  this  country  is  able  to  conceive  of  a  reasonable 
motive  on  the  part  of  France  or  the  Emperor  to  do  or  to  wish  injury  to  the 
United  States.  Eyery  statesman  in  the  United  States  cherishes  a  lively  interest 
in  the  welfare  and  greatness  of  France,  and  is  content  that  she  shall  peacefully 
and  in  unbounded  pro6|>erity  enjoy  the  administration  of  the  Emperor  she  has 
chosen.  We  have  not  an  acre  of  territory  nor  a  fort  which  we  think  France 
eould  wisely  covet,  nor  has  she  any  possession  that  we  could  accept  if  she  would 
resign  it  into  our  hands.  Nevertheless,  when  recurring  to  what  tne  Emperor  of 
France  has  already  done,  we  cannot,  at  any  time,  feel  assured  that  under  mistaken 
impressions  of  our  embarrassments  in  consequence  of  a  lamentable  civil  war,  he 
va&Y  not  go  further  in  the  way  of  encouragement  to  the  insurgents,  whose  intrigues 
in  Faris  we  understand  and  do  not  underestimate.  While  me  Emperor  of  France 
has  held  an  unfavorable  opinion  of  our  national  strength  and  umty,  we,  on  the 
contnuy,  have  as  constantly  indulged  an  entire  confidence  in  both.  Not  merely 
the  course  of  events,  but  that  of  time,  also,  opposes  the  insurrection  and  rein- 
yigorates  the  national  strength  and  power.  Under  these  convictions  we  avoid, 
everything  calculated  to  irritate  France  by  wounding  the  just  pride  and  proper  sen- 
sibilities of  that  spirited  nation,  and  thus  we  hope  to  free  our  claim  to  her  just  for- 
bearance in  our  present  political  emergency  from  apy  cloud  of  passion  or  preju- 
dice. Pursuing  this  course,  the  President  hopes  that  the  pre-judgment  of  the 
Emperor  against  the  stabOity  of  the  Union  may  give  way  to  considerations 
which  will  modify  his  course  and  bring  him  back  to  the  traditional  iriendship 
which  he  found  existing  between  this  country  and  his  own  when,  in  obedience 
to  her  voice,  he  assumed  the  administration  of  her  government.  These  desires 
and  purposes  of  ours  do  not  imply  either  a  fear  of  imperial  hostility  or  any  ne- 
glect of  a  prudent  posture  of  national  self-reHanoe,  and  in  that  posture  we  con- 
stantly aim  to  stand. 

1  speak  next  of  the  relation  of  France  towards  Mexico.  Until  1860  our 
prestige  was  a  protection  to  her  and  to  all  the  other  republican  states  on  this 
continent.  That  prestige  has  been  temporarily  broken  up  by  domestic  faction 
and  civil  war.  France  has  invaded  Mexico,  and  war  exists  between  those  two 
countries.  The  United  States  hold,  in  regard  to  these  two  states  and  their 
conflict,  the  same  principle  that  they  hold  in  relation  to  all  other  nations  and 
their  mutual  wars.  They  have  neither  a  right  nor  any  disposition  to  intervene 
by  force  in  the  internal  aSsdrs  of  Mexico,  whether  to  establish  or  to  maintain  a 
republican  or  even  a  domestic  government  there,  or  to  overthrow  an  imperial  or 
a  foreign  one  if  Mexico  shall  choose  to  establish  or  accept  it.  The  United 
States  have  not  a  right  nor  a  disposition  to  intervene  by  force  on  either  side  in 
the  lamentable  war  which  is  going  on  between  France  and  Mexico.  On  the 
contrary,  they  practice  in  regard  to  Mexico,  in  every  phase  of  the  war,  the  n^  J 
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intervention  which  they  require  all  foreign  powers  to  observe  in  regard  to  tha 
United  States.  Bnt  notwithstanding  this  self-restraint,  this  government  knows 
full  well  that  the  inherent  normal  opinion  of  Mexico  favors  a  government  there 
republican  in  form  and  democratic  in  its  organization  in  preference  to  any 
monarchical  institutions  to  be  imposed  from  abroad.  This  government  knows 
also  that  this  normal  opinion  of  the  people  of  Mexico  resulted  largely  from  the 
influence  of  popular  opinion  in  this  country,  which  constantly  invigorates  it. 
The  President,  moreover,  believes  that  this  popular  opinion  of  the  United  States 
is  just  in  itself  and  eminently  essential  to  the  progress  of  civilization  on  the 
American  continent,  which  civilization  he  believes  can  and  will,  if  left  free  from 
European  resistance,  work  harmoniously  together  with  advancing  refinement  on 
the  other  continents.  This  government  believes  that  all  foreign  resistance  to 
American  civilization^  and  all  attempts  to  control  it,  must  and  wUl  fail  before  the 
ceaseless  and  ever-increasing  activity  of  material,  moral,  and  political  forces 
which  peculiarly  belong  to  the  American  continent.  Nor  do  the  United  States 
deny  that  in  their  opinion  their  own  safety  and  the  cheerful  destiny  to  which 
they  aspire  are  intimately  dependent  on  the  continuance  of  free  republican 
institutions  throughout  America,  and  that  their  policy  will  always  be  directed 
to  that  end.  They  have  frankly,  and  on  proper  occasions,  submitted  these 
opinions  to  the  Emperor  of  France,  as  worthy  of  serious  consideration,  in  deter- 
mining how  he  would  conduct  and  close  what  might  prove  a  successful  war  in 
Mexico.  Nor  do  we  practice  reserve  upon  the  point  that  if  France  should,  upon 
due  consideration,  determine  to  adopt  a  policy  in  Mexico  adverse  to  the  American 
opinions  and  sentiments  which  I  nave  described,  that  policy  would  probably 
scatter  seeds  which  would  be  fruitful  of  jealousies  that  might  ultimately  ripen 
into  collisions  between  France  and  the  United  States  and  other  American 
republics.  An  illustration  of  this  danger  has  occurred  already.  Political  rumor, 
which  is  always  suspicious,  one  day  ascribes  to  France  a  purpose  to  seize  the 
Bio  Grande  and  wrest  Texas  from  the  United  States.  Another  day  rumor 
advises  us  to  look  carefully  to  our  safety  on  the  Mississippi.  Another  day  we 
are  warned  of  coalitions  to  be  formed  under  French  patronage  between  the  re- 
gency that  has  been  recently  set  up  at  the  city  of  Mexico  and  the  insurgent 
cabal  at  Richmond.  The  President  apprehends  none  of  these  things,  and  does 
not  allow  himself  to  be  disturbed  by  suspicions.  But  he  knows,  also,  that  such 
suspicions  will  be  entertained  more  or  less  extensively  in  this  country,  and  will 
be  magnified  in  other  countries,  and  he  knows,  also,  that  it  is  out  of  such  sus- 
picions that  the  fatal  web  of  national  animosity  is  most  frequently  woven.  The 
President,  upon  the  assurances  which  he  has  received  from  the  Emperor  of 
France,  expects  that  he  will  neither  deprive  the  people  of  Mexico  of  their  free 
choice  of  government  nor  seek  to  maintain  any  pennanent  occupation  or  dominion 
thereJ 

It  is  true  that  the  purposes  or  policy  of  the  Emperor  of  France,  in  th^e 
respects,  may  change  with  changing  circumstances.  Although  we  are  con- 
fiding, we  are  not,  therefore,  unobservant  and  in  no  case  are  we  likely  to  n^lect 
such  provision  for  our  own  safety  as  every  people  must  always  be  prepared  to 
fall  back  upon  when  a  nation  with  which  they  have  lived  in  friendship  ceases 
to  respect  its  moral  and  treaty  obligations. 

In  giving  you  this  summary  of  our  positions,  I  have  simply  drawn  off  firom 
the  records  the  instructions  under  which  Mr.  Dayton  is  acting  at  Paris.  I  remain 
of  the  opinion  that  national  dignity  is  best  conserved  by  confining  the  discussion 
of  these  affairs  to  the  cabinets  of  the  United  States,  France,  and  Mexico,  and 
that  no  public  interest  is  to  be  advanced  by  opening  it  at  Vienna,  and,  there- 
fore, I  do  not  direct  you  to  communicate  this  despatch  to  the  imperial  royal  court 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H,  SEWABD. 

J.  LoTHROP  MoTLBY,  Esq.,  Sfc,.  Sfe,t  Vienna,         ^.y  .^^-^y  ^^^^.^ 
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PRUSSIA. 


Mr.  Kreismann  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Extract.] 

No.  1.]  United  States  Legation, 

Berlin,  August  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Jadd  baying  in  his  despatcb  No.  29,  dated  Julj  7,  1862,  advised 
you  that  daring  the  period  of  his  leave  of  absence,  of  which  be  is  at  present 
availing  himself,  the  legation  is  left  to  mj  care,  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  yonr  circular  transmitting  a  copy  of  an  important  bill  which  the 
President  has  submitted  to  Congress,  and  a  copy  of  the  message  recommending 
the  same. 

The  policy  therein  involved,  that  of  emancipation,  or  putting  slavery  where 
it  will  be  in  the  course  of  ultimate  extinction,  must  win  the  favor  of  the  country, 
and  eventually  be  adopted,  even  if  the  present  Congress  has  failed  to  respond 
to  the  President. 

In  Europe,  and  especially  in  Gkrmany,  where  the  opinion  is  extensively  pre- 
vailing that  the  war  cannot  and  will  Hot  be  successfully  ended  until  slavery,  the 
cause  of  it,  shall  have  been  removed,  the  measure  proposed  by  the  President 
will  serve  to  reassure  and  strengthen  the  belief  in  our  final  success. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  KREISMANN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  i^e. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Judd. 


No.  44.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  December  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  the  12th  of  November  (No.  34)  has  been  received. 

The  case  of  the  Essex  having  been  submitted  to  this  department  by  his 
excellency  the  Baron  Von  Gerolt,  the  views  of  this  government  thereupon  have 
been  communicated  to  him,  and,  as  I  le€u*n,  he  has  referred  them  to  the  minister 
of  foreign  affairs  at  Berlin  for  instructions.  While  at  present  I  see  no  reason 
to  doubt  the  correctness  of  those  views,  there  is  at  the  same  time  the  utmost  readi- 
ness on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  hear  and  consider  any  reply  that  may  be 
presented  by  the  Prussian  government.  Prussia,  as  well  as  other  European 
powers,  wiH  see  in  the  sequel  that  the  United  States  perseverinffly  regulate  their 
irhole  conduct  of  foreign  affairs  upon  the  principle  of  a  due  observance  of  the 
law  of  nations. 

The  President  profoundly  desires  the  security  and  welfare  of  Prussia,  and  he 
therefore  earnestly  hopes  that,  by  wise  and  just  counsels,  the  difficulties  which 
are  now  threatening  the  peace  of  the  kingdom  may  be  averted  without  a  sacrifice 
of  the  liberties  of  its  very  enlightened  and  generous  people. 

This  government  has  not  been  seriously  disturbed  by  the  machinations  of  its 
disloyal  citizens  in  Europe ;  but  it  has  improved  them  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
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paratioDB  wbicb  hare  at  least  placed  it  beyond  the  reach  of  danger  from  foreign 
enemies.     It  is  %  pleasure,  in  this  connexion,  to  renew  the  acknowledgments 
which  have  been  heretofore  made  of  the  loyal  and  friendly  disposition  towards 
our  country  which  has  been  constantly  manifested  by  the  King  of  Prussia. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant* 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Norman  B.  Judd,  Esq.,  4^.,  i^c,  Berlin. 


Mr,  Judd  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  January  22,  1863. 

Sir  :  Tour  despatches  44,  45,  and  46,  dated,  respectively,  December  1  and  13, 
1862,  and  January  5,  1863,  are  received.  Accompanying  the  last  was  your 
circular  and  the  President's  proclamation  of  January  1,  1863,  making  freedom 
nationaL 

The  proclamation  of  freedom  has  reached  the  liberal  heart  of  Germany,  and 
Lhear  in  various  directions  of  preparations  for  congratulatory  addresses. 

I  hail  that  proclamation  with  the  deepest  thankfulness,  and  with  the  feeling 
that  the  enormous  expenditure  of  blood  and  treasure  in  this  unholy  rebellion 
has  borne  its  fruit  in  the  acknowledgment  of  man's  ri^ht  "  to  life,  liberty,  and 
the  pursuit  of  happiness"  in  his  own  way,  subject  omy  to  the  restraints  which 
society  for  its  own  securitv  demands  and  impose  upon  all  men  alike,  &e 
powerful  as  well  as  the  humble. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


N.  B.  JUDD. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Judd. 


No.  49.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  2d  ultimo  (No.  40)  has  been  received. 

Your  proceedings  in  the  cases  of  Apelt  and  Kloss  are  approved;  and  your 
observations  upon  others  of  a  similar  class,  especially  with  regard  to  tiiose 
where  protection  is  invoked  by  parties  who  have  returned  to  Prussia  with  the 
evident  intention  of  remaining  there  permanently,  are  very  just  It  is  easily  to 
be  foreseen  that  serious  difficulties  and  embarrassments  may  arise,  if  the  appeals 
of  such  persons  for  our  protection  against  the  operation  of  the  military  laws  of 
Prussia  should  be  indiscriminately  pressed  upon  the  attention  of  that  govern* 
ment.  Instances  have  occurred  where  Europeans,  who  have  become  naturalized 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  have  left  the  countrv  when  their  services  were  re- 
quired, and  returned  to  Europe  to  avoid  needful  military  duty  here,  and  tb^i 
nave  invoked  the  protection  of  the  United  States  to  screen  them  from  military 
duty  there.  Henceforth  you  will  make  no  frirther  applications  in  these  miUtaiy 
cases  without  specific  instructions. 

Your  remarks  on  Prussian  politics  and  the  Polish  insurrection  art  interesting 
and  instructive. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H^SEWAED. 

Norman  B.  Judd,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  Berlin.  -  y  --  -y  ^-- 


DIPLOMATIC    COBiESPONDElSrCB.  941 

Mr.  Jndd  to  Mr.  Seward 

[Extract.] 

No.  41.J  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

Berlin,  March  30,  1863. 

Sir:  I  bave  the  bonor  to  acknowledge  tbe  receipt  of  jour  despatch  (No.  49) 
dated  March  7, 1863,  and  also  jonr  circular  dated  March  9, 1863,  eontaming 
the  joint  resolutions  of  Congi-ess  relating  to  the  subject  of  foreign  interventioa 
in  American  affairs. 

Pursuant  to  your  instructions  I  had  an  interview  with  the  minister  for  foreign 
affiurs.  Von  Bismark  Schoenhauben,  on  the  29th  instant,  and  left  with  him  a 
copy  of  the  resolutions.  He  told  me  that  no  application  had  been  made  to  the 
Prussian  government  to  join  in  any  measures  naving  for  their  object  an  inter- 
vention in  American  affairs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  youir  obedient  servant, 

K  B.  JUDD, 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Judd. 


No  54.]  Dbpabtmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  June  6, 1863. 
Sir:  Your  despatch  of  May  9 (No.  47) has  been  received,  and  submitted  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  In  view  of  the  present  condition  of  the 
Union,  it  is  deemed  inexpedient  to  institute  proceedings  for  obtaining  exemption 
of  William  Lade,  Augustus  Henry  Jaenschke,  and  Alexander  Kloss,  from  the 
daims  of  the  Prussian  government  for  military  service.  Citizens  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  present  emergency,  ought  rather  to  be  at  home  upholding  the  gov- 
ernment against  domestic  insurrection,  than  to  be  adding  to  its  embarrassmekits 
by  invoking  the  exercise  of  its  authority  for  their  special  relief  in  foreign  conn- 
tries. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
NoBMAN  B.  JuDD,  Esq.,  ifc,  Sfc.,  Berlin. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Judd, 


No.  57.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  July  14,  1863. 
Sir:  Your  despatch  of  the  16th  of  June  (No.  48)  has  been  received.    I  thank 
you  sincerely  for  your  very  clear  and  succinct  relation  of  the  political  events 
which  have  recently  occurred  in  Prussia.    The  world  is  looking  into  affiiirs  there 
with  an  interest  which  transcends  mere  curiosity. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLLAH  H.  SEWARD. 
Norman  B.  Judd,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Berlin. 
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W'.  Kreiifnaum  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Eztnoto.] 

Lkoation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  July  20, 1863. 

Sir:  The  glorioas  news  of  the  Borrender  of  Vicksbarg,  and  the  rout  and 
precipitate  retreat  of  the  rebels  from  Pennsylyania  and  Maryland,  is  at  this 
moment  received. 

Thanks  be  to  Grod,  and  to  the  brave  and  gallant  men  who  achieved  them*  for 
these  important  successes  to  our  arms.  They  swell  the  heart  at  once  with  feel- 
ings of  deep  gratitude  and  of  just  pride.  May  these  brilliant  beginnings  now 
be  crowned  by  the  utter  destruction  of  Lee's  insurgent  bands;  for  in  General 
Meade,  whom  the  President  in  his  wisdom  so  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  placed 
at  its  head,  the  army  of  the  Potomac  seems  to  have  found  a  commander,  able 
and  competent  to  lead  it,  and  to  call  out  all  its  great  strength  and  valor.  All 
hail  to  him  and  his  gallant  men,  as  well  as  to  the  intrepid  Ghrant  and  his  veterans. 

Already  hearty  congratulations  at  this  good  news  are  being  received  from  the 
friends  of  our  cause..  They  Vejoice  with  us  that  the  hour  of  our  triumph  has 
come,  and  that  our  glorious  Union  will  yet  be,  not  merely  in  song,  but  in  blessed, 
living  reality, 

*'  The  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave.*' 

Tour  despatches  Nos.  55  and  56,  relating  to  the  position  of  military  affairs 

previous  to  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  have  been  duly  received.     It  is  a  very 

welcome  arrangement  thus  to  obtain  authentic  information,  for  the  accounts  of 

the  press  are,  indeed,  confused  and  unreliable. 

•  ••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  KREISMANN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Kreismann  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  8.]  Legation  of  the  Dnited  States, 

Berlin,  July  25, 1863. 
Sir:  •••••••• 

Our  late  successes  are  exerting  a  strong  influence  upon  public  opinion  here. 
The  belief  that  the  rebellion  wiU  be  suppressed,  and  that  that  event  is  near 
impending,  is  rapidly  gaining  ground.  The  news  to  be  brought  by  the  China, 
from  New  York  to  the  loth  instant,  is  very  anxiously  looked  for. 

•  ••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  KREISMANN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  i^c. 
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Mr.  Kreismann  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No.  9.]  Lbgation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlinf  August  5,  1863. 

gilt*  4c  4c  ♦  4c  4c  4c4c  4: 

The  outbreak  in  New  York,  amidst  all  the  cheering  snccesses  of  our  arms,  is 
indeed  a  sad  and  disgraceful  affair;  but  tbe  determination  of  the  eovemment  to 
muntain  the  supremacj  of  the  laws,  and  to  inforce  them,  will  make  it  subserve 
the  interests  and  triumph  of  our  cause. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  KREISMANN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Sfv.,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Kreismann, 

No.  2.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  August  11,  1863. 
Sir  :  Your  interesting  despatch  of  July  20  (No.  2)  has  been  received. 
Your  views  of  the  impropriety  of  diplomatic  intercession  in  behalf  of  Mr. 
JaeuBchke  are  entirely  approved,  and  in  all  parallel  cases  that  may  arise  you 
will  lend  no  encouragement  to  the  hope  that  the  alleged  grievance  of  an  inchoate 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  has  voluntarily  subjected  himself  to  the  opera- 
tion of  Prussian  laws,  will  at  this  time  be  made  the  subject  of  debate  between 
the  two  governments. 

For  the  welcome  tidings  of  the  unprovement  of  public  sentiment  around  you, 
in  regard  to  our  affiiirs,  you  will  please  accept  my  thanks. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
H.  Kreismann,  Esq.,  Spc.,  Sfc,,  Berlin, 


.   Mr.  Kreismann  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  12.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  August  22,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  No.  1, 
dated  July  31,  1863,  approving  of  proceedings  as  detailed  in  my  despatch  No. 
6,  containing  the  numbers  where  they  ended  last  year,  when  the  legation  was 
left  in  my  care,  dated  July  7, 1863. 

The  congress  of  German  princes,  as  convoked  by  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  is 
now  assembled  at  Frankfort,  amidst  displays  and  scenes  which  call  back  to 
memory  the  glorious  times  of  the  old  German  empire.  All  the  sovereigns  have 
come  except  the  King  of  Prussia,  who,  after  having  first  declined  the  invitation 
of  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  has  now  refused  another  of  all  the  princes  assembled, 
and  which  was  carried  to  him  by  the  King  of  Saxony  in  person. 

The  following  are  the  leading  features  of  the  project  of  reform,  as  laid  before 
theprinces  by  the  Emperor  of  Austria : 

The  executive  power  of  the  confederation  to  b^  intrusted  to  a  directory  of 
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five  members.    Austria,  Pmssia,  and  Bavaria  would  eacb  appoint  a  member, 
the  two  others  to  be  appointed  hj  the  other  German  states. 

The  defensive  character  of  the  confederation,  as  existing  at  present,  to  remain 
intact. 

To  the  directory  which  would  be  presided  over  by  Austria  would  be  added, 
as  a  purely  federal  organ,  a  federal  council,  corresponding  to  the  diet  as  at  pres- 
ent existing,  also  presided  over  by  Austria. 

An  assembly  of  delegates  would  be  formed,  consisting  of  300  delegates,  two- 
thirds  of  whicb  would  be  selected  by  the  elective  chambers  of  the  various  states, 
and  the  remaining  third  by  the  upper  chambers.  Seventy  five  members  would 
be  sent  by  Austria,  and  seveiitv-five  by  Prussia,  the  remainder  by  the  other 
states.  This  assembly  would  be  in  office  for  three  years.  It  would  be  the 
legislative  assembly  of  the  confederation ;  it  would  fix  the  federal  financial  es- 
timates, (budget,)  trace  the  fundamental  lines  for  the  special  legislation  of  the 
German  states,  in  so  far  as  it  concerns  the  press,  the  right  of  assemblage,  the 
privilege  of  domicile,  the  execution  of  judicial  sentences,  emigration,  and  all 
federal  afBairs  constitutionally  placed  under  the  competency  of  the  confedera- 
tion. 

A  simple  majority  would  suffice  for  the  dedsions  of  the  directory,  as  also  of 
the  federal  council,  and  of  the  assembly  of  del^ates. 

At  the  close  of  the  sessions  of  the  assembly  all  the  sovereigns  would  meet 
to*examine  and  determine  upon  the  resolutions  adopted. 

The  project  also  comprises  the  establishment  of  supreme  federal  judicial  tri- 
bunal. 

The  whole  is  very  elaborate  and  detailed,  and  I  beg  leave  to  append  it  in  ftdl, 
in  the  original  text,  as  a  matter  for  reference. 

Of  course  it  is  open  to  many  objections,  and  does  not  fully  respond  to  the 
just  wishes  of  the  German  people ;  still  it  is  more  than  it  was  supposed  Austria 
would  offer,  and  may  well  be  taken  as  a  starting  point  for  further  developm^it. 
The  non-participation  of  the  King  of  Prussia  may  prove  fatal  to  the  delibera- 
tions, although  indications  now  are  that  the  project,  with  certain  modifications, 
will  be  adopted  by  the  sovereigns,  the  whole  then  to  be  referred  for  final  de- 
tailed arrangements  to  conferences  of  ministers  from  the  various  states,  in  which 
it  is  expected  Prussia  will  participate,  and,  when  perfected,  an  assembly  of  del- 
egates is  to  be  called,  to  whom  it  will  be  submitted  as  the  new  articles  of  the 
federal  diet. 

The  principal  objection  on  the  part  of  Prussia  is  to  the  Austrian  preponder- 
ance, which  runs  through  the  whole  project,  and  so  far  the  objections  are  entirely 
justified,  and  meet  the  approval  of  the  Prussian  people  and  all  the  liberals  in 
Germany.  The  latter  are  just  now  represented  by  an  infcrrmal  meeting  of  mem- 
bers of  the  chambers  of  the  various  German  states,  to  the  number  of  three  hun- 
dred, also  assembled  at  Frankfort.  This  body,  in  a  series  of  resolutions,  declares 
the  inadequacy  of  the  projected  reforms,  but  still  does  not  enturely  reject  them, 
and  insists  upon  placing  Austria  and  Prussia  on  a  footing  of  impartial  equality, 
as  a  condition  necessary  to  any  projected  measures  of  reform.  It  also  claims 
that  no  reforms  will  satisfy  and  be  accepted  by  the  German  people  unleas  they 
include  a  German  Parliament,  directly  chosen  by  the  people. 

This  is  the  condition  of  affairs  as  developed  so  far.  I  shall  keep  you  advised 
of  the  further  and  final  progress  thereof. 

In  the  matter  of  the  acceptance  of  the  crown  of  Mexico  by  the  Archduke 
Maximilian  the  liberal  papers  in  Austria  continue  to  oppose  in  emphatic  terms, 
while  French  and  Catholic  influence  are  active  in  urging  the  young  duke  to  ac- 
cept. A  visit  of  the  duke  to  the  Emperor  and  Empress  of  France,  at  Biarritz, 
has  been  arranged.  On  his  way  there  the  duke  will  stop  at  Gaeken,  to  see  his 
&ther-in-law,  the  King  of  Belgium.  These  events,  it  is  believed,  will  settle  the 
matter,  and  result  in  the  duke's  acceptance  of  the  crown.         /<-^  t 
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The  King  of  Prussia  is  now  at  Baden-Baden,  but  wiU  return  early  in  Sep- 
tember.   His  bealtb  bas  greatly  improved. 

Tile  Polisb  question  remains  "  statu  quo."     I  am  inclined  to  believe  tbat 
Russian  diplomacy  has  carried  the  day.     It  will  not  come  to  a  European  war, 
and  Russia  will  be  left  free  to  suppress  the  insurrection. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  KREISMANN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Srward, 

Secretary  of  State,  8fc. 


Mr.  Judd  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  61.]  LSGAliOIV  OF  THE  UnITBD  StATBS, 

Berliuy  September  9,  1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  circular  No.  39, 
dated  12th  of  August.  It  has  been  published  in  most  of  the  German  newspapers, 
and  IS  m  the  hands  of  almost  all  the  intelligent  readers  of  Europe. 

We  have  news  as  late  as  General  Gillmore's  report  from  Gnarleston  to  the 
27th  ulthno.  Sumter  is  demolished.  The  "London  Star"  calls  it  the  destruc- 
tion of  "the  Plymouth  rock  of  rebellion."  The  sins  of  Charleston  are  so  well 
stated  in  the  London  Star  that  I  venture  part  of  otle  of  its  articles. 

Mr.  Buggies  arrived  here,  after  a  passage  impeded  by  fogs,  on  Monday,  the 
7th  instant,  and  immediately  took  his  seat  in  the  mtemational  statistical  congress. 
That  body  had  commenced  its  session  the  day  before,  viz.,  Sunday,  the  6th  instant. 
He  was  in  season  to  prevent  the  recognition  of  the  existence  of  the  confederacy 
in  a  most  important  report,  the  particulars  of  which  he  will  explain.  He  has 
prepared  a  report  on  the  resources  of  the  United  States,  which  is  being  printed 
and  to  be  laid  before  the  congress.  It  is  characterized  by  his  usual  ability  and 
broad  and  comprehensive  views  of  the  capacity  of  the  United  States  to  feed  the 
world,  and  also  to  supply  it  with  the  precious  metal,  and  the  giant  strides  that 
they  have  made  in  the  past  in  those  directions. 

The  congress  of  German  princes  at  Frankfort  has  closed  its  labors.  The 
Austrian  scheme  has  received  the  sanction  of  nearly  all  the  princes,  and  they 
have  now,  in  a  joint  letter,  submitted  it  to  the  King  of  Prussia  tor  his  acceptance. 
It  is,  however,  manifest  that  it  will  not  be  accepted,  and  that  the  scheme  must 
£ul,  unless  Austria  can  induce  a  number  of  princes  to  join  it  in  a  separate  con- 
fedemtion-^a  course  which,  like  secession  in  the  United  States,  would  result  in 
war,  and  hence  it  will  not  be  ventured  upon. 

His  Mcyesty  and  the  ministers  returned  in  the  fore  part  of  this  month.  The 
King  has  by  decree  dissolved  the  chamber  of  deputies.  The  new  election, 
according  to  the  constitution,  must  take  place  within  sixty  days,  the  government 
fixing  the  precise  time  of  the  election. 

No  official  programme  has  yet  been  laid  before  the  public,  but  many  rumors 
are  rife  as  to  the  intentions  and  motives  of  the  government  in  this  course  of 
action.  It  is  useless  to  trouble  you  with  these  rumors,  as  they  are  all  colored 
by  the  hopes  or  fears  of  the  authors  or  repeaters.  That  the  new  election  will 
give  the  government  a  chamber  materially  different  in  its  composition  from  the 
one  dissolved  is  entirely  unlikely.  Most  of  the  present  liberal  members  will  be 
re-elected,  and  the  majority  against  the  government  will  be  as  large  as  before. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  B.  JUDD. 

Hon.  WiLLUM  n.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 
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[Extract  from  London  Star  on  Charleston.] 

A  Bouthem  paper  complains  with  amusing  simplicity  that  the  Yankees  get  the 
largest  possible  guns  to  cany  the  heaviest  possible  shot,  themselves  keeping  out 
of  range  of  the  confederate  artillery.  If  the  men  who  are  thus  overmatched 
were  fighting  in  a  good  cause,  we  could  profoundlv  pity  them  for  the  inferiority 
of  their  weapons.  But  it  is  not  at  Charleston  that  southern  men  can  ask  the 
sympathy  or  the  compassion  of  Englishmen.  Charleston  has  made  itself  in- 
ramouB  by  the  boldness  df  its  blasphemy  and  its  crime.  It  is  a  nest  of  man- 
stealers  and  women-flosgers.  It  is  the  ringleader  in  rebellion  against  a  gov- 
ernment that  exceUed  all  others  in  the  freedom  it  secured  to  its  subjects.  It  is 
the  capital  of  the  new  civilization,  the  cathedral  of  a  new  religion.  It  is  the  type 
and  comer-stone  of  the  doctrine  that  liberty  and  equality  are  hateful.  It  has 
set  itself  against  all  that  we  count  true  in  morals  and  valuable  in  fact.  If  it 
perish,  it  will  perish  only  in  the  hardihood  of  audacious  wrong. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Kreiitnann. 

No.  4.]  Drpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  September  13,  1863. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  August  22,  No.  12,  has  been  received. 
The  leading  features  of  the  project  of  reform,  as  laid  before  the  congress  of 
Grerman  princes  which  lately  assembled  at  Frankfort,  by  the  £mperor  of  Austria, 
are  stated  by  you  with  great  clearness,  and  your  reflections  upon  the  sulyect, 
as  well  as  upon  other  questions  which  at  present  engage  the  attention  of  the 
German  states,  are  interesting  and  instructive. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Hermann  Erbismann,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  Berlin, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Judd, 
[Circular.] 


Department  of  State, 

Waihington,  September  28,  1863. 
Sir  :  It  seems  desirable  that  you  should  have  a  correct  view  of  the  present 
military  situation.     We  feel  entirely  safe  in  the  occupation  of  New  Orleans  and 
the  Mississippi.     The  forces  are  marching  to  occupy  Texas. 

We  have  a  sufficient  jfitrce  in  front  of  this  capital,  as  we  suppose,  to  assure  us 
against  aggressive  movements  of  the  insurgents  in  this  quarter. 

We  trust  that  Bosecrans  will  be  safe  in  Chattanooga  until  the  large  re-enforce- 
ments which  are  going  to  him  from  three  points  shall  reach  him  there.    Once  at 
Chattanooga,  we  think  we 'shall  have  the  principal  forces  of  the  insurgents  con- 
fined and  practically  harmless  witUn  the  circle  of  G-eorgia  and  Alabama. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Norman  B.  Judd,  Esq.,  i^c,  Sfc.,  Berlin. 
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JAPAN. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  22.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  May  26,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  mform  you  that  on  the  11th  instant  I  received  a 
letter  from  Kudse  Yamato  No  Kami,  minister  of  foreign  affidrs,  informing  me 
that  his  colleague,  Audo  Tsusima  No  Kami,  had  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Tamari  Dsumi  Kakee,  (entitlii^f  him  to  meet  in  the  hall  of  Tamari,)  and  hon- 
orably discharged  as  minister  K>r  foreign  affairs,  and  that  Midsuru  Idsomi  No 
Kami  and  Itaknra  Suno  No  £[ami  had  been  appointed  minister  of  foreign  affairs. 

There  are  now,  therefore,  three  ministers  for  foreign  affsdrs. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  change  has  been  made,  as  Audo  Tsusima  No 
Kami  held  the  office  for  more  than  two  years,  and,  besides  being  a  man  of  ex- 
traordinary ability,  he  is  regarded  as  extremely  favorable  to  the  treaty  powers. 
I  was  veiT  much  impressed  in  his  favor  during  the  first  and  only  interview  I 
bad  with  him. 

This  is  the  minister  on  whom  the  attack  was  made,  described  in  despatch  No. 
9,  of  the  6th  March.  I  transmit  enclosure  No.  1,  being  translation  of  a  paper 
found  on  the  person  of  one  of  his  assailants  who  was  killed  at  that  time. 

This  paper  was  brought  to  Mr.  Harris  on  the  eve  of  his  departure,  and  was 
regarded  by  him  as  authentic. 

It  appears  ^m  this  paper  that  the  attack  was  made  on  him  because  he  was 
disposed  to  be  the  friend  of  foreigners,  and  therefore  an  enemy  of  his  country. 

I  have  delayed  this  despatch  until  I  had  some  opportunity  of  observing 
whether  any  change  should  be  apparent  in  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  gov- 
ernment. 

And  while  it  is  obvious  that  I  have  had  but  little  time  to  form  a  correct  judg- 
ment, yet  I  feel  gratified  to  be  able  to  say  that  thus  far  I  can  perceive  no  change 
in  the  conduct  of  the  governor  for  foreign  afiairs  or  any  of  the  officials. 

It  would  be  impossible  for  them  to  be  more  friendly.  I  have  had  no  busi- 
ness interview  with  the  minister  since  the  change  alluded  to,  but  the  whole 
ceremonial  attending  my  audience  of  the  Tycoon,  and  the  formal  interview  I 
subsequently  had  with  the  Gorogio,  were  in  all  respects  courteous  and  friendly. 

I  can  only  hope  that  the  change  may  have  been  dictated  by  motives  of  policy, 
affecting  simply  the  government  of  Japan,  and  that  the  effect  will  be  to  enable 
the  present  ministers  to  grant  without  question  that  which  the  former  ministry 
could  not  safely  do,  because  of  the  suspicion  which  attached  to  all  their  meas- 
ures. 

It  is  worthy  of  notice,  also,  that  this  is  the  first  instance  which  has  occurred 
of  any  such  change  having  been  communicated  to  the  ministers  of  foreign  powers 
at  the  time  of  its  occurrence.  The  process  heretofore  has  been,  when  one  of 
the  ministers  absented  himself  from  the  meeting  of  the  Gorogio,  to  attribute  his 
absence  to  sickness,  to  give  the  same  excuse  at  subsequent  interviews,  and 
finally  to  announce,  after  the  expiration  of  months,  the  appointment  of  a  suc- 
cessor, the  continued  sickness  of  the  minister  having  compelled  him  to  ask  to 
be  relieved. 

Some  doubt  exists  as  to  the  real  character  of  this  promotion.    My  coUeagnef 
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regard  it  as  an  honorable  diBmiBsal  of  an  able,  rich,  and  powerful  minister,  and 
the  office  as  merely  nominal.  But  since  my  return  to  Yedo  1  have  sought  in- 
formation on  the  subject,  and  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  Audo  Tsusima 
No  Kajxd  will  still  exercise  a  supervisory  power  connected  with  foreign  a&irs. 
I  have  no  idea,  however,  that  there  is  attached  to  the  office  he  now  holds  any 
executive  power. 

Everything  is  so  enveloped  in  mystery  here  that  it  is  extremely  difficult,  and 
in  some  cases  impossible,  to  arrive  at  the  truth.  An  amusing  instance  of  this  is 
associated  with  me  assassination  of  the  Gotalro,  (the  regent,)  whose  head  was 
cut  off  in  a  public  street.  The  British  rnnust^  was  led  to  believe  that  he  was 
in  a  fair  way  to  recover  from  his  wound,  and  his  proffer  of  his  surgical  services 
was  courteously  declined. 

I  ride  almost  daily  through  the  streets  of  Yedo,  attended  by  Yankonians  or 
officers  of  the  government,  and  never  carry  arms.  I  have  never  been  molested, 
nor  seen  any  evidence  of  hostility  on  the  part  of  its  population. 

The  ministers  of  Great  Britain  and  France  have,  respectively,  a  guard  of 
soldiers  and  marines.  I  was  visited  a  few  days  since  by  the  minister  and 
several  attaches  of  the  French  legation  and  two  of  the  attaches  of  the  British 
legation.    All  were  armed  widi  sabres  and  revolvers. 

It  has  appeared  to  me  that  any  such  exhibition  of  arms  will  only  provoke 
hostility. 

The  British  and  French  ministers  continue  their  residence  at  Yokohama. 
The  consul  general  of  Holland  resides  at  Nagasaki,  and  the  consul  general  of 
Russia  at  Hdcodadi. 

I  am  the  only  minister  who  resides  in  Yedo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN» 

Minuter  Resident  in  Japan. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Mr,  Fruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  83.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  June  9,  1862. 
Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  instructions  contained  in  despatch  No.  7,  of  the  5th 
of  February,  I  addressed  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  E.  St.  Jolbn  Neale,  her  Britannic 
Majesty  Is  charge  d'aflPaires  and  consul  general  durine  the  absence  of  Air.  Alcock» 
a  letter,  of  which  enclosure  No.  1  is  a  copy,  and  aSso  transmit  No.  2,  copy  of 
his  reply. 

I  have  as  yet  received  no  i-eply  to  a  letter  addressed  by  me  to  the  minister 
of  foreign  afiairs  on  the  same  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minister  Residmt, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


No.  70.]  Leoation  of  thi  UNfTFD  States  im  Japam, 

Yedo,  June  6,  1862. 
8ia  :  The  President  of  the  United  States  h^  heard  with  much  satisfisustlon  of  the  amtt 
and  death  of  two  more  of  the  persons  engaged  in  the  attack  on  the  legation  of  her  Britannic 
Majesty  on  the  night  of  the  6th  of  Jolj  last,  and  I  am  instructed  in  his  name  to  felidtato 
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the  British  miDister  on  the  gratifying  intelligence,  ao  honorable  to  the  Ji^ianefle  goyemment^ 
and  8o  oondudre  to  peace. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  dr,  your  moet  obedient,  humble  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 
iftfiuter  RmdeiU  of  tha  Dmied  Stain  m  Japan, 
Lt.  OoL  B.  St.  Jobqi  Nbali, 

B,  B,  Mqfetty'i  Chargi  d*Affairu  and  Acting  Omiul  Oeneral, 


No.  7]  YoKOBAMA,  June  7,  1862. 

8ai :  I  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date, 
oommunicating  to  me  that  you  had  been  instructed  to  felicitate  the  British  miniater  in 
Japan,  in  the  name  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  gratifying  intelligence 
which  had  reached  the  President,  of  the  arrest  and  execution  of  two  of  the  persons  engaged 
in  the  attack  on  the  legation  of  her  Britannic  Majesty  on  the  night  of  the  6th  of  July  last. 

I  beg  to  assure  you  that  this  mark  of  sympathy  and  interest,  coming  from  so  high  a 
quarter,  in  connexion  i^ith  the  eyent  referx«d  to,  cannot  fall  to  be  gratifying  to  her 
lii^esty's  government,  to  whom  I  shall  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  oopy  of  your  deqiatch. 

The  Japanese  government  has  undoubtedly  acted  under  wise  and  just  inspirations  in  the 
laudable  efforts  it  has  exerted  to  trace  out  and  bring  to  condign  punishment  those  who 
escaped  of  a  gang  of  assassins  guilty  of  an  unparalleled  outrage  on  the  representative  of  a 
friendly  nation  residing  within  the  capital. 

These  instruments  of  a  murderous  conspiracy,  emanating  from  whatever  source,  had  only 
in  part  been  exterminated  ;  the  survivors  remained,  a  living  menace,  actuated  by  a  danger- 
ous and  increased  vindictiveness ;  for  a  spirit  of  revenge  against  the  members  of  the  Japanese 
government  itself  was  now  superadded,  this  government  (as  might  reasonably  be  expected) 
having  ioyally  interposed  the  public  guards,  and  killed  and  dispersed  those  bandits  while 
in  the  act  of  assailing  the  legation. 

Full  of  trust  in  the  natural  intelligence  and  wise  determination  of  the  Ji^^Mtnese  govern- 
ment during  the  future  course  of  its  now  irrevocable  and  hi^ppily  restored  relations  with 
foreign  governments,  and  in  the  prudent  warnings  which  it  must  derive  from  those  highly 
dvilixed  and  enlightened  sources  to  which  it  may  turn  for  counsel  when  in  doubt,  for  my- 
self, I  am  impressed  with  an  earnest  intention,  regardless  of  adverse  rumors,  to  entertain 
an  unreserved  confidence  in  the  good  &ith  and  amicable  sentiments  of  the  Japanese  govern- 
ment, persuaded  as  this  government  must  already  be  that  peace,  friendly  relations,  and 
trade  are  the  sole  and  dominant  objects  of  onr  solicitude. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EDWARD  ST.  JOHN  NEALB, 
B,  B.  Mqfettf^i  Chargi  d'Afaket  and  Acting  QmmU  Oamxd  m  Japan. 

RoBiKT  H.  Prftn,  Esq. , 

Mmutir  Betidmt  qf  tKe  UmUd  Stata,  ^.,  4«-,  ^m  m  Japan, 


Mr,  Pruyn  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  24.]  Legation  of  the  United  Spates  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  June  9,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  report  to  you  that  the  most  cordial  relations  exist 
between  the  ministers  of  France  and  Great  Britain  in  Japan  and  myself. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Keale,  the  present  chargd  d'affaires  of  Great  Britain,  who 
has  only  been  here  a  few  days,  and  Mr.  Winchester,  who  occupied  that  post  on 
my  arrival,  I  found  to  be  frank  and  courteous  gentlemen,  animated  by  the  most 
sincere  desire  to  cultivate  the  most  friendly  relations ;  and  Monsieur  de  Belle- 
court,  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  has  been  unceasing  in  his  eood 
offices.  On  the  departure  of  Mr.  Harris  he  addressed  me  a  private  note,  asking 
whether  it  would  be  agreeable  to  me  that  the  Dordagne  should  salute  our  flag, 
and  this  courtesy  was  only  prevented  by  Mr.  Harris  leaving  in  the  steamer 
daring  the  night.  Subsequently  he  .insisted  on  my  visiting  the  Dordagne,  so 
that  a  salute  might  be  given,  which  would  testify  to  the  Japanese  the  cordial 
relations  which  exist  between  our  governments.  ^,y, u.^..  ^y  ^^^  ^rs  — 
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Shortlj  after  the  Dordagne  left  the  port,  and  when  aboat  one  hundred  leagues 
out,  encountered  a  terrific  typhoon,  which  carried  away  her  masts,  nearly  put 
out  her  fires,  and  left  her,  when  she  again  reached  this  port,  almost  a  wreck. 

The  commandant,  officers,  and  crew  exhibited  such  skill  and  bravery  in  sav- 
ing the  vessel,  under  the  most  adverse  circumstances,  and  against  every  human 
probability  of  success,  as  to  induce  me  to  address  Monsieur  de  Bellecourt  on  the 
subject.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  No.  1,  copy  of  my  letter,  and  Nos.  2  and  3, 
copies  of  the  minister's  and  commandant's  replies,  with  translations. 

I  have  the  honor  also  to  report  to  you  that  the  most  perfect  accord  exists  be- 
tween my  colleagues  and  myself  on  the  subjects  in  which  our  governments  have 
a  common  interest.  During  the  past  month  we  have  held  two  official  meetings, 
for  the  purpose  of  deliberation  and  to  insure  harmonious  action,  and  I  entertain 
no~ doubt  of  the  permanency  of  this  very  desirable  cordiality,  itte  result  of  per- 
sonal good  feeling  coming  to  the  aid  of  the  desires  and  instructions  of  our  respect- 
ive governments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minister  Resident  in  Japan, 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


No.  74.]  LEOAnoM  or  thi  Unitio  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  June  6,  1862. 

8iB :  I  scarcely  know  whether  to  express  my  regrets  to  your  excellency,  or  to  oflfer  my 
congratnlations,  on  the  recent  disaster  to  the  Dordagne. 

His  Imperial  Majesty  has  sustained  a  pectiniary  loss  by  the  damage  to  the  yessel.  He 
will  also  monm  the  loss  of  a  brave  seaman,  who  died  In  discharge  of  his  duty.  Bat  another 
opportunity  has  been  afforded  the  naval  officers  of  France  for  an  exhibition  of  consummate 
skill  and  seamanship,  and  of  heroic  bravery  and  endurance,  which  will  no  doubt  prove 
highly  gratifying  to  his  Imperial  Majesty,  particularly  in  view  of  his  intense  solidtode  for 
the  development  of  the  naval  power  and  glory  of  France. 

The  wonderful  progress  made  in  the  creation  of  a»navy,  not  only  in  respect  to  the  num- 
ber, but  also  to  the  efficiency,  of  vessels  acknowledged  to  have  no  superiors  afloat,  and 
which  is  to  be  principally  attributed  to  the  genius  of  his  Imperial  Majesty,  has  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  world,  and  will  add  greatly  to  the  lustre  of  his  reign. 

Will  your  excellency  allow  me,  through  you,  to  offer  my  most  respectful  congratulations 
to  Monsieur  Fancon,  le  capitaine  de  valsseau,  on  his  return  to  Eauagawa.  I  hear  bis 
praises  everywhere,  and  that,  under  the  good  Providence  of  Qod,  the  safety  of  the  Dordagne 
is  to  be  attributed  to  him,  and  I  congratulate  you  that  his  Imperial  Majesty  has  so  brave 
and  accomplished  an  officer. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  high  con- 
sideration urith  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBEBT  H.' PRUYN, 
3(mistsr  RenderU  qf  the  United  Siaks  m  Japan, 

His  Excellency  Duohbnn  db  Bblliooust, 

Bis  Imperial  Majesty' e  Minister  Plenipotentieary,  ^c,  ^c  ,  ^c,  in  Japan. 


LxQATiON  or  Frakcb,  June  7,  1862. 

Si»  :  I  received  the  very  cordial  letter,  dated  yesterday,  which  your  excellency  did  me 
the  honor  to  write  to  me  on  the  occasion  of  the  return  of  hi^  Imperial  Majesty's  ship  Dor- 
dagne, providentially  escaped  in  the  typhoon  of  the  29th  of  this  month,  (of  last  month,) 
and  I  hastened  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Commandant  Fancon  the  expression  of  your  sym- 
pathy, upon  whom,  like  myself,  it  made  a  deep  impression  ;  and  he  intends  addressing  your 
excellency,  returning  thanks,  and  also  for  his  staff  and  crew 

The  government  of  the  Emperor,  whenever  informed  of  th's  courteous  attention  by  trans- 
mitting a  copy  of  your  excellency's  letter,  will,  I  feel  fully  convinced,  highly  appreciate, 
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as  I  do,  the  senlimentB  about  his  Imperial  Majesty,  as  well  as  those  about  the  French  nayy, 
(zom  the  representatiTe  of  a  power  with  whom  France  entertains  relations  of  the  most  sin- 
cere cordiality. 

Permit  me,  sir,  while  returning  you  my  wannest  thanks,  to  renew  the  assurances  of  the 
higii  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  most  obedient, 
humble  serrant, 

DUCHESNE  DE  BELLBCX)UBT, 
MRmgUr  PlempoUntiary  qf  U»  Majedy  the  En^penr  of  the  I^eneh,  in  Japtm.   , 

His  Excellency  Mr.  Prutn, 

Mmitier  <if  the  United  Stata  m  Japan^  Tedo, 


'  DoBDAONi,  Yokohama,  Jme  7,  1862. 

MoRSRint  Ls  MiNisTRi :  With  a  strong  feeling  of  gratitude  I  read  the  letter  which  your 
excellency  was  pleased  to  write  to  Mr.  the  minister  of  France  on  the  occasion  of  the  disaster 
which  the  Dordagne  recently  experienced  at  sea.  I  have  the  honor  to  return  your  excel- 
lency my  very  sincere  thanks  for  the  kind  interest  shown  us. 

I  also  thank  you  in  the  name  of  the  imperial  navy  for  the  very  flattering  manner  in 
which  you  speak  of  her.  These  praises  are  the  more  precious  as  coming  from  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  great  naval  power,  whose  navy  has  always  distioguiBhed  itself  among  all 
others  by  the  beautiful  construction  and  the  magnificent  condition  of  its  squadrons,  testi- 
fying in  every  sea  to  the  accomplishments  of  the  distinguished  seamen  who  command  them. 

Hay  it  please  your  excellency  to  allow  me  to  express  how  greatly  moved  I  feel  by  your 
kind  courtesy,  still  more  increasing  my  strong  sympathy  for  the  United  States,  which, 
during  my  long  career,  my  numerous  and  cordial  relations  with  their  civil  or  military 
representatives  inspired. 

With  profound  respect,  I  remain,  M.  the  minister,  your  excellency's  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FANCON, 
Potl-Captainj  Oomd'ff  the  ship  Dordagne,  qf  the  Imperial  Navy, 

His  Excellency  Mr.  the  Ministeb  or  the  Unitkd  States  m  J(qian, 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward, 


No.  25.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  June  21,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  2l8t  article  of  the  treaty  of  Japan  with  Great  Britain  provides  that 
'*  all  official  communications  addressed  by  the  diplomatic  and  consular  agents  of 
her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  to  the  Japanese  authorities  shall  hence- 
forward be  written  in  English."  In  order,  however,  to  facilitate  the  transaction 
of  business,  they  will,  for  a  period  of  five  years  from  the  signature  of  that  treaty, 
be  accompaniea  by  a  Dutch  or  Japanese  version. 

This  period  will  expire  .on  the  26th  day  of  August,  1863. 

In  view  of  this  article,  the  Japanese  government  have  for  a  long  time  caused 
instructions  in  reading  and  writing  the  English  language  to  be  given  to  a  large 
number  of  these  officials.  ^  It  is  known  that,  while  many  of  them  can  read  and 
write  with  great  readiness,  they  have  made  little  progress  in  speaking  the  lan- 
guage. 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  of  which  I  enclose 
translation.  No.  1.  After  consultation  with  the  young  gentlemen  attached  to 
this  legation,  I  sent  a  copy,  of  which  I  enclose  copy.  No.  2. 

It  is  proper  to  say,  in  this  connexion,  that  the  Reverend  S.  R.  Brown,  of 
Kanagawa,  a  missionary  from  the  Reformed  Dutch  church  of  the  United  States, 
had  offered,  through  Mr.  Harris,  to  take  charge  of  any  number  of  young  men 
whom  the  government  might  send  to  him  for  that  purpose ;  and  at  an  interview 
which  I  had  on  the  day  of  the  receipt  of  the  letter,  with  one  of  the  eoveniment » 
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of  foraga  a&insy  I  offered  to  kvite  to  tJbis  legation,  for  the  purpoee  of  giviiif 
such  iDfltmctioii,  a  very  capable  young  gentleman  now  at  ELuiagawa,  who  has 
been  professor  in  an  institution  in  California,  and  to  provide  for  his  support  while 
so  engaged. 

Meanwhile  I  proposed  to  make  known  their  wishes  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  and  susgested  it  was  possible  the  President  might,  m  view  of  the 
great  advantages  whi<^  would  result,  cause  a  suitable  instructor  to  be  provided. 

I  was  answered  that  the  government  preferred  to  send  the  men  to  the  lega- 
tion, and  it  was  desirable  that  no  delay  should  take  place  in  commencing  in- 
structions. 

I  have  thought  it  proper  to  make  this  detailed  statement,  as  it  is  extremely 
desirable  that  all  official  correspondence  with  our  minister  and  consuls  shall  be 
in  our  own  language,  thus  insuring  greater  freedom  in  our  intercourse. 

It  is  very  obvious  that  this  imposes  an  unpleasant  burden  on  the  legation,  in 
which  I  must,  to  some  extent,  share ;  but  I  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  refuse  the 
request,  and  am  pleased  to  say,  that  I  think  the  gentlemen  attached  to  this 
legation  will  faithfully  and  successftiUy  discharge  the  duties  which  they  have  so 
cheerfully  assumed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minister  Resident  in  Japan. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  States  Washington, 


No.  1. 


To  His  Excellency  Robert  H.  Fruyn,  Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States 

of  America,  ipc.,  4^. : 

In  our  country  there  are  but  few  who  have  a  knowledge  of  the  English  lan- 
guage. It  will  not  be  in  accordance  with  the  stipulation  in  our  treaties  with 
the  several  powers  if  conferences  cannot  be  held  in  that  language  when  the  time 
for  doing  so  will  have  arrived ;  and,  besides,  it  wOl  also  cause  inconvenience  at 
interviews.  It  is,  therefore,  desirable  for  us  to  send  suitable  persons  to  your 
legation  to  receive  instruction  in  that  language.  We  now  request  your  excel- 
lencv  to  make  an  arrangement  for  that  purpose,  and  give  us  your  reply  in 
writing. 

Witn  respect  and  esteem,  the  18th  day  of  the  5th  month  of  the  2d  year  of 
Bunkin,  (the  15th  June,  1862.) 

KUDSE  YAMATO  NO  KAMI. 

MIDSONO  IDSUMI  NO  KAMI. 

ITAKURA  8UW0  NO  KAMI. 


No.  2. 

Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  June  18,  1862. 


In  replv  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  it 
will  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  receive  at  this  legation  such  young  men  as  you 
may  wish  to  send  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  instruction  in  our  language. 

Messrs.  William  Ingraham  Blip  and  Robert  C.  Pruyn.  secretaries  attached  to 
this  legation,  have,  at  my  request,  kindly  undertaken  to  devote  such  time  each 
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day,  except  on  our  Sabbath  day,  as  may  be  neoesBary  for  the  purpose  of  Boch 
iiifitrQCtioiiB ;  and  Mr.  Portman,  the  interpreter  of  this  legation,  will,  with  great 
pleasure,  give  such  time  as  he  may  be  able  to  spare  from  his  duties  for  the  same 
purpose. 

With  respect  and  courtesy, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 
Minuter  Resident  for  the  United  States  ofAmericay  Sfc,,  Sfc, 
Minister  for  Forbiqn  Affairs,  Sfc.,  Sfc^  Sfc. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr,  Seward, 
No.  31.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  June  30,  1S62. 

Sir  :  It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  inform  you  of  another  outrage  on  the 
British  legation,  which  has  terminated  fatally. 

Colonel  St.  John  Neale,  her  British  Majesty's  charg^  d'affaires,  arrired  in 
Japan  on  the  23d  of  May  last.  He  has  been  confined  to  his  house  for  some 
weeks  by  sickness,  from  which  he  is  not  yet  entirely  recovered.  Several  private 
notes  passed  between  us  while  he  was  detained  at  Yokohama,  on  the  subject  of 
the  state  of  feeling  in  Yedo,  in  relation  to  which  many  unfounded  and  highly 
exag^rated  rumors  prevailed  there.  I  was  finally  informed  by  Colonel  Neale 
that  he  had  determined  to  take  up  his  residence  in  this  city,  which  he  accord- 
ingly did  on  the  11th  instant. 

On  the  night  of  the  26th  instant,  when  the  British  legation  was  surrounded 
by  a  Japanese  guard  of  five  hundred  and  eighty-five  men,  and  was  also  guarded 
by  thirty  marines  and  sailors  from  her  Britannic  Majesty's  steamer  Renard,  and 
by  a  lieutenant,  sergeant,  and  twelve  men  from  the  militarv  mounted  train,  the 
sentinel,  a  sailor  frt)m  the  Renard,  stationed  at  the  chamber  door  of  Colonel 
Neale,  was  desperately  wounded  by  a  Japanese,  and  died  during  the  day. 

Colonel  Neale  was  aroused  by  the  cries  of  the  wounded  man,  as  was  also  the 
corporal  of  the  British  guard,  a  marine  from  the  Renard,  who  was  in  the  vicinity 
going  the  rounds.  The  corporal  was  then  attacked,  and  almost  instuitly  killed, 
but  not  until  he  had  succeeded  in  firing  his  revolver. 

For  the  particulars  of  this  affair,  aS  uur  as  they  have  transpured,  I  beg  to  refer 
you  to  the  following  enclosures :  No.  1,  Mr.  Neale  to  Mr.  Fruyn ;  No.  2,  Mr. 
Pruyn  to  the  ministers  of  foreign  affairs ;  Xo.  3,  Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Neale. 

Not  having  received  any  communication  from  the  ministers  of  foreign  afiiurs, 
I  wrote  to  them  the  next  morning  a  letter,  a  copy  of  which  I  transmit,  (enclosure 
No.  4.) 

In  die  afternoon  of  that  day  one  of  the  governors  of  foreign  afiBEurs,  the  senior 
governor  of  Kanagawa,  came  to  the  legation,  and,  after  saying  that  an  ofiicer 
had  been  directed  the  previous  day  to  give  me  all  the  information  in  their  pos- 
session, (which  had  not  been  done,)  he  assured  me  that  the  visit  of  one  of  the 
governors  had  been  prevented  by  their  engagements  till  near  midnight  in  the 
necessary  investigation  of  the  affeiir.  I  called  his  attention  to  the  necessity  of 
energetic  action ;  and  that  it  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  Japanese  gov- 
ernment to  anticipate,  as  far  as  possible,  any  requirements  of  the  British  govern- 
ment. I  assured  him  that  I  dia  not  wish  that  any  innocent  person  should  suffer ; 
and  that  it  was  a  principle  of  law  that  it  was  better  that  the  guilty  should  escape 
rather  than  that  innocent  persons  should  be  punished.  I  asked  whether  any 
arrests  had  been  made. 

The  governor  then  made  the  following  statement :  One  of  the  Japanese  guard 
had  been  suddenly  seized  with  a  kind  of  madness,  and  it  was  supposed  he  alone 
had  been  eufinteed  in  the  attack.     He  had  been  found  dead  with  a  bullet  in  hi8> 
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body,  and  that*  he  had  committed  Buicide.  That,  as  I  was  aware,  a  spear  or 
lance  had  been  found,  and  they  hoped  by  that  means  to  trace  the  other  assail- 
ants, if  more  than  one  had  been  engaged. 

I  called  his  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  corporal  had  twenty  woonds— flome 
made  with  a  sword,  others  with  a  lance ;  that  it  appeared  to  me,  in  view  of  th<^ 
number  of  wotlnds  inflicted,  and  the  fact  that  some  were  in  front  and  others 
in  the  back,  that  more  than  one  person  must  have  been  engaged  in  the  attack. 
That  while  it  properly  belonged  to  Colonel  Neale  to  indicate  what  he  should 
expect  to  be  done  to  effect  the  arrest  of  all  who  had  participated  in  or  been  privy 
to  the  outrage,  my  friendship  for  the  Japanese  government  induced  me  to  say 
that  I  had  carefully  examined  the  premises ;  that  whether  one  or  more  were 
engaged  in  the  attack,  it  was  evident  that  no  one  could  have  escaped  from  the 
premises  without  directly  passing  by  one  of  the  guard-houses ;  and  that,  as  the 
guard  had  been  alarmed  by  the  pistol-shot  and  noise,  such  escape  could  not 
have  been  effected  without  the  knowledge  of  some  of  their  number ;  that  traces 
of  blood  could  be  seen  leading  to  one  of  the  guard-houses  in  a  different  direction 
from  that  taken  by  the  deceased  soldiers ;  that  one  of  the  Japanese  guard  had 
admitted  he  had  seen  the  assassin — had  claimed,  as  a  ground  of  merit,  that  he 
had  fought  with  and  been  wounded  by  him,  and  then  had  run  to  the  guard- 
house to  give  the  alarm.  That  it  unfortunately  happened  that  the  guard-house 
was  within  sight  and  call  of  this  guard  and  of  the  transaction ;  that  his  wound 
was  a  slight  scratch  on  the  back  of  his  leg,  sustained  while  he  was  running 
away ;  and  that  his  flight  had  given  an  opportunity  for  the  attack  on  the  cor- 
poral, who  was  coming  to  his  aid ;  and  that  if  he  had  done  his  duty  the  life  of 
the  corporal  would  have  been  saved,  i(nd  the  assailant,  if  only  one,  killed  or 
arrested.  That  it  was  idle  to  have  any  guard,  unless  it  was  perfectly  under- 
stood that  all  would  be  held  to  a  strict  responsibility;  that  I  would  advise  that 
a  rigid  examination  be  at  once  instituted ;  that  every  one  guilty  of  cowardice  or 
neglect  of  duty  should  be  at  once  arrested,  and  when  that  was  done  I  was  of 
opinion  that  the  government  would  be  in  possession  of  information  which  was 
now  withheld  by  some  of  the  guard. 

The  governor  admitted  the  rorce  of  these  suggestions,  and  said  he  was  satisfied 
that  there  had  been  criminal  negligence  and  creat  cowardice. 

As  Mr.  de  Wit,  the  consul  general  of  the  Netherlands,  was  in  the  city  on  a 
visit  for  a  few  weeks,  I  visited  the  British  legation  in  his  company  on  the  receipt 
of  Mr.  Neale's  letter,  and  there,  very  fortunately,  found  Monsieur  de  Bellecourt, 
the  minister  of  his  Imperial  Majesty,  who  had  come  up  from  Yokohama  to  con- 
sult with  his  colleagues  on  another  subject,  not  having  heard  of  the  attack. 

We  at  once  assured  Mr.  Neale  of  our  sympathy,  and  of  our  disposition  to 
view  this  affair  as  one  in  which  our  government  had  a  deep  interest.  I  informed 
Mr.  Neale  that  I  had  addressed  the  ministers  of  foreign  affairs  immediately  on 
the  receipt  of  his  letter,  and  briefly  acquainted  him  with  the  contents  of  my 
letter.     He  expressed  himself  highly  pleased. 

It  is  the  intention  of  Colonel  Neale,  as  he  informed  me,  to  wait  for  the  in- 
structions of  his  government. 

We  then  discussed  the  propriety  of  uniting  in  a  letter  to  the  ministers.  I 
called  iheir  attention  to  a  fact,  which  I  had  learned  from  Mr.  de  Wit  the  previous 
day,  that  in  February  the  ministers  had  distinctly  admitted  that  the  ancient 
law  of  Japan,  punishing  with  death  any  foreigner  found  within  the  empire,  had 
never  been  repealed,  and  that  this  was,  therefore,  an  invitation  and  provocation 
to  these  assaults.  Monsieur  de  Bellecourt  also  remarked,  that  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty  with  France  used  the  language,  "The  Tycoon  of  Japan,  in  the 
empire  of  the  Mikado ;"  that  the  ministers  had  admitted  to  him  and  Mr.  Alcock 
that  the  treaties  had  never  been  ratified  by  the  Mikado,  while  I  was  able  to 
state  that  Mr.  Harris  had  informed  me  that  the  ministers  had  declared  that 
they  had  been  ratified,  except  so  far  as  related  to  Osacca^  .  It  xaa^fin^Uly  con- 
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eluded  that  it  was  best  to  raise  no  questions  which  would  imply  a  doubt  as  to. 
the  validity  of  the  treaties,  or  any  concern  as  to  the  existence  of  the  law  in 
question,  and  that  the  ministers  of  France  and  the  Netherlands  should  indi- 
vidually address  the  ministers,  as  I  had  already  done. 

Nothing  has  yet  transpired  which  enables  me  to  inform  you  of  the  cause  of 
the  outrage. 

On  the  night  of  the  attack  the  American  legation,  about  a  mile  distant,  had  a 
guard  of  two  hundred  and  eighty-four  Japanese  officers  and  men,  as  appears 
from  the  return  furnished  at  my  request.*  The  legation  of  the  Netherlands,  of 
which  Mr.  de  Wit  was  the  sole  inmate,  had  also  a  Japanese  guard.  Although 
neither  of  these  legations  required  so  large  a  guard  as  the  British  legation,  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  latter  was  the  best  jttt>tected  of  the  three,  even  in  the  absence 
of  th«  numerous  attaches  and  the  guard  of  fifty-four  British  officers  and  sailors 
armed  with  carbines  aiA  revolvers.  If  hostility  to  foreigners  instigated  the 
attack,  it  appears  remarkable  that  it  should  have  been  made  in  this  quarter. 
It  therefore  occurred  to  me  that  a  quarrel  between  some  of  the  British  and 
Japanese  guard  might  have  occasioned  it.  Colonel  Neale  says  he  is  not  aware 
of  any  such  provocation,  though  it  was  possible  that  offence  may  have  been 
given  by  the  presence  of  British  soldiers  and  sailors. 

I  can  only  assign  this  motive:  The  attack  took  place,  according  to  the 
Japanese  computation  of  time,  just  one  night  after  the  anniversary  of  the  attack 
in  1861,  and  it  is  possible  that  some  one  or  moio  of  the  friends  of  the  parties 
who  lost  their  lives  in  that  attack,  or  were  subsequently  punished  for  it,  may 
have  sought  the  gratification  of  their  vengeance.  And,  as  it  was  a  holiday  in 
some  parts  of  Yedo,  the  joint  stimulus  of  revenge  and  intoxication  may  have 
induced  it. 

As  it  is  very  probable  that  the  President  and  yourself  may  be  pleased  to 
hear  what  I  thiuK  of  my  own  safety,  I  beg  to  remark,  that  my  position  cannot 
be  said  to  be  free  from  danger.  Only  a  few  days  since  one  of  the  governors  for 
foreign  affiiirs  informed  me  there  was  a  decided  improvement  in  the  feeling  of 
the  people,  and  that  it  would  not  be  long  before  every  part  of  Jap&n  might  be 
visited  with  safety.  Yet  it  cannot  be  disguised  that  all  the  officers  of  the 
western  powers  in  Japan  are  sentinels  in  the  outposts  of  civilization.  It  is  here 
as  with  our  own  Indian  tribes.  The  first  notice  of  the  attack  is  written  in  the 
blood  which  it  causes  to  flow.     The  bolt  comes  out  of  an  unclouded  sky. 

I  think,  however,  that  the  fact  that  I  never  go  armed,  which  is  well  known 
to  the  officers,  and  that  I  rely  entirely  upon  the  Japanese  for  protection,  are 
favorable  to  my  safety. 

I  can  only  add  that  I  am  extremely  careful  to  avoid  unnecessary  exposure, 
and  I  indulge  the  hope  that  under  the  good  providence  of  God  our  intercourse 
with  Japan  may  continue  unstained  by  blood. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minister  Resident  in  Japan. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  /).  C. 


No.  1 
OoUmel  Neale  to  Mr.  Prvyn. 

HsB  Majktt'b  Ligation, 

Yedo,  June  21,  1862. 

8ni :  It  is  with  deep  regret  I  have  to  inform  yoa  that  this  legation  has  passed  through 
the  ordeal  of  another  murderous  assault  on  the  part  of  Japanese  assassius.  About  mid- 
night, last  night,  the  sentry  at  my  bed-room  door  was  suddenly  attacked  and  desperately 
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wonnded,  bis  life  being  despaired  of.  Tbe  oorporal,  goijog  the  rounds  at  the  same  moment, 
Was  murderonsl  J  assaiTed  a  short  distance  ofiF,  bnt  he  managed  to  reach  my  door,  and  there 
be  fell  and  died.  The  British  escort  and  guard  from  her  Majesty's  ship  Eenaid  being  now 
mustered,  remained  under  arms  the  rest  of  the  night  within  my  drawing-room.  The  ntun- 
1>er  of  the  assailants  cannot  precisely  be  ascertained  :  possibly  there  was  only  one ;  but,  to 
the  unaooonntable  disgrace  and  utter  want  of  yigilance  of  the  Japanese  guards,  which  the 
Japanese  goremment  has  taken  credit  for  hayii^  posted  in  such  numbers  for  our  protec- 
tion, the  assassin  or  assassins  passed  through  their  lines  and  effected  the  murderous  acta  I 
have  described. 

I  shall  necessarily  address  the  Tycoon's  ministers  in  terms  suited  to  the  gravity  and  in- 
tolerable atrocity  of  the  event  which  has'  transpired,  and  shall  do  myself  the  honor  of 
transmitting  to  you  a  copy  of  my  remonstrance  upon  the  occasion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

£.  grr.  JOHN  NEALE,^ 
E.  B,  McQtUyU  Chatgi  ^AffoxrtM  and  Acting  Oonmd  Oeneral  m  JtpeoL 

Mr.  BoBB&T  H.  Prutn,  ^e.,^c.,  Japan,  • 


No.  2. 
Mr,  Pruyn  to  the  ministers  of  foreign  affairs. 

Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  June  27»  1862. 

It  is  but  a  few  days  since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  congratulating  the  Japanese 
government  and  die  British  minister,  by  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  punishment  of  two  more  of  the  assailants  on  the  British  legation^ 
in  the  month  of  July,  1861. 

It  is  with  astonishment  and  pain  that  I  now  learn  from  Lieut  Colonel  Neale, 
her  Britannic  Majesty's  charg^  d'affiadres,  the  particulars  of  another  assault  at 
midnight  on  the  British  legation,  which  has  resulted  in  the  death  of  two  British 
soldiers,  who  lost  their  lives  in  his  defence,  at  the  very  door  of  his  hed-chamber. 
Either  by  the  negligence  or  connivance  of  the  numerous  Japanese  guards 
around  the  legation,  the  assailants  passed  through  their  lines  to  make  the  assault* 
and  escaped  unmolested. 

The  attack  on  the  legation  in  1861  had  one  redeeming  feature:  several  of  the 
Japanese  guard  on  that  occasion  sealed  with  their  blood  their  fidelity  to  their 
trust.  I  am  sorry  to  learn  from  Colonel  Neale  that,  on  this  occasion,  no  evi- 
dence either  of  fidelity  or  courage  was  given.  The  only  guard  known  to  be 
vigilant  basely  fled. 

It  must  be  expected  that  so  great  and  powerful  a  country  as  Great  Britain, 
distinguished  for  the  high  regard  which,  in  conmion  with  the  civilized  powers  of 
the  world,  it  pays  to  the  safety  of  the  lives  and  property  upon  all  who  rely  upon 
its  protection,  and  especially  to  the  sanctity  thrown  around  all  diplomatic  repre- 
sentatives accredited  to  her  Britannic  Majesty,  will  view  this  transaction  with 
grave  displeasure,  and  demand  signal  and  ample  atonement 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  as  the  sincere  friend  of  the  Japanese 
government,  will  be  deeply  grieved  when  informe'd  of  this  new  outrage.  In  ad- 
vance of  the  instructions  which  he  may  give  me,  I  deem  it  proper  to  say,  in 
presence  of  the  serious  case  now  presented,  that  whatever  else  may  be  done  or 
required,  the  Japanese  goven^ment  should  act  with  the  utmost  possible  prompti- 
tude and  vigor  in  the  arrest  and  punishment  of  the  guilty  participators  in  this 
outrage,  and  all  their  aiders  and  abettors.  The  repetition  of  these  attacks  will 
degrade  Japan  in  the  opinion  of  the  whole  civilized  world ;  and  it  is  for  the  gOT- 
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emment  now  to  show  whether  it  has  the  disposition  and  the  power  to  savo  itself 
from  the  disgrace  which  will  otherwise  attach  to  the  country. 
With  respect  and  courtesy, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 
Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Japan, 
Their  Excellencies  Wakisaka  Nakatsaka  no  Tayu, 
MiDsuNo  Idsumi  no  Kami, 
Itakura  Suwo  no  Kami, 

Ministers  for  Foreign  Affairs^  Yedo. 


No.  3. 
Mr.  Pfuyn  to  Cohnd  Neale. 

LiQATION  or  THE  UnITKD  StATIS  IK  JaPAM, 

Ttdo,  June  27,  1862. 
Sol  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  informing  me  of  the 
attack  made  on  your  legation  near  midnight  last  night,  which  resulted  in  the  death  of  a 
corporal  of  year,  guard,  and  the  serious  wounding  of  the  sentinel  at  your  door,  of  whose 
death  I  hare  since  heard. 

I  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  your  providential  escape,  and  that  no  member  of  your 
legation  has  suffered  bodily  injury,  as  was  the  case  in  186 1,  and  sympathize  with  you,  in 
yonr  sorrow,  for  the  loss  of  your  brave  defenders. 

I  view  this  fresh  outrage  with  horror  and  indignation,  and  will  unite  with  you  and  my 
colleagues  in  any  representations  which  it  may  be  thought  best  to  make  to  the  Japanese 
government,  in  advance  of  instructions  from  your  own  government  to  yourself,  to  bring 
the  assdlants  to  Justice. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  conceived  it  to  be  my  duty  to 
address  to  the  ministers  of  foreign  affairs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 
MimtUr  Resident^  ^c,  ^c,  Japan, 
lientenant  Colonel  E.  St.  John  Vbau, 

H.  B.  Majedy*8  Chaargi  $  AffaxttSy  tfc,  Japan. 


No.  4. 
Mr,  Pruyn  to  Japanese  Ministers  for  Foreign  Affairs, 

Legation  op  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  June  28,  1862. 
More  than  a  day  has  passed  since  the  attack  on  the  British  legation,  and  yet 
I  have  had  neither  a  written  communication  from  your  excellencies,  nor  a  visit 
from  one  of  the  governors  of  foreign  affairs,  in  relation  thereto. 

You  will  readily  see  that  so  great  an  outrage  must  have  created  great  solici- 
tude, as  well  as  indignation,  on  the  part  of  the  representatives  of  the  treaty 
powers.  And  this  omission  on  your  part  I  feel  more  bound  to  notice,  as  it  is  so 
different  from  your  conduct  in  1861,  when,  at  an  nearly  hour  of  the  succeeding 
day,  you  caused  assurances  to  be  nven  Mr.  Harris  of  your  regret  at  what  had 
happened,  and  of  your  ability  and  disposition  to  protect  the  foreign  ministers. 

1  can  only  hope  that  this  omission,  which  I  have  now  to  regret,  is  occasioned 
neither  by  your  indifference  to  the  feelings  of  the  other  representatives,  nor  by 
your  want  of  disposition  or  ability  to  protect  them. 
With  respect  and  courtesy, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minister,  ^.,  Sfc„  Sfc„  Japan. 
Their  Excellencies  Wakisaka  Nakatsaka  no  Tayu, 
MiDSUNO  Idsumi  no  Kami, 

Itakura  Suwo  no  Kami,  f^r^r^r^]r> 

Ministers,  ^.,  ^t?.,  Yedo.      Digitized  by  V^OOglC 
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Mr,  Pruyn  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  35.1  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  July  2,  1862. 
Sir  :  The  Japanese  government  now  send  to  this  legation,  four  times  each 
week,  eight  of  tneir  officers  to  be  instructed  in  speaking  the  English  language, 
pursuant  to  the  arrangement  stated  in  my  despatch  No.  25.  In  this  number 
are  included  the  two  interpreters,  next  in  rank  to  Morzama,  the  interpreter  in 
chief,  now  with  the  embassy  in  Europe. 

I  cannot  but  regard  this  familiar  intercourse  with  officials,  through  whom  all 
foreign  intercourse  is  and  will  be  conducted,  as  highly  calculated  to  insure  a , 
continuance  of  the  good  feeling  now  happily  existing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minuter  Resident  in  Japan, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 


Mr,  Pruyn  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  36. 1  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  July  2,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  teas  of  Japan  are  brought  to  market  in  a  condition  which  forbids 
their  export.  At  first  they  were  sent  to  China  to  be  refined  and  placed  in  suit- 
able boxes.  Then  the  necessary  materials,  such  as  lead,  rosin,  iron  hoops, 
hooks,  &c.,  &c.,  were  imported,  and  the  work  done  here.  No  duties  were 
charged  on  these  articles,  nearly  all  of  which  were  exported  with  the  teas,  until 
about  a  year  ago,  when  a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  was  demanded  as  for  non- 
enumerated  articles.  It  was  claimed,  on  the  other  hand,  that  at  the  most  five 
per  cent,  was  chargeable.  In  this  position  the  subject  has  continued  till  this 
time,  British  merchants,  however,  paying  the  duties  to  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
consul,  who  holds  the  money  to  await  the  final  decision.  I  am  informed  by  our 
consul  that  he  thus  holds  a  large  amount  of  money,  paid  to  him  by  American 
merchants. 

The  first  importation  of  these  articles  made  by  an  American  since  my  arrival 
was  by  R.  B.  Smith,  the  agent  of  Messrs.  A.  A.  Low  Brothers,  of  New  York ; 
and  our  consul  for  nearly  a  month  endeavored,  but  ineffectually,  to  prociu«, 
first,  their  entry  free  of  duty ;  and  failing  that,  their  admission  on  payment  of 
the  duties  to  him,  to  abide  the  event. 

He  then  brought  the  case  to  my  notice,  and  I  thereupon  addressed  two  let- 
ters to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  copies  of  which  I  enclose,  (enclosures  Nos. 
1  and  2.) 

One  of  the  governors  immediately  waited  on  me,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that 
the  articles  were  at  once  admitted  on  payment  of  duty  to  our  consul. 

I  think  I  have  succeeded  in  satisfying  the  ministry  that  no  duties  should 
be  charged  on  such  articles.  But  it  is  feared  that  their  free  admission  may  be 
made  a  precedent  for  claims  for  the  admission  of  other  non-enumerated  articles. 

I  have  therefore  proposed  that  an  additional  or  explanatory  article  of  the 
treaty  be  a^eed  on,  and  though  there  is  an  evident  unwillingness  to  make  any 
change  in  the  treaty,  except  to  postpone  the  opening  of  otlner  ports,  I  indulge 
the  hope  that  in  some  way  I  shall  succeed  in  finallv  settling  this  question,  and 
also  in  procuring  the  assent  of  the  government  to  tne  employment  of  Japanese 
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sailors  in  American  Bhips,  which  is  exceedingly  desirahle,  and  which  subject  I 
have  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  ministers,  i 

I  have  Uie  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minuter  Rendent  in  Japan, 
Hon.  William  fl.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  Staie,  Washington, 


No.  76.J  Legation  op  thb  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  June  20,  1862. 

The  United  States  consul  at  Kanagawa  has  called  my  attention  to  an  appli- 
cation at  the  custom-house  at  that  port  to  admit  free  of  duty  certain  articles 
specified  in  such  application,  to  be  used  by  R.  B.  Smith,  a  merchant  at  said 
port,  solely  for  preparing  and  packing  tea  for  exportation. 

As  the  free  admission  of  articles  used  only  for  that  purpose  will  greatly 
increase  the  sale  of  tea,  and  so  benefit  the  government  by  increasing  the  amount 

Said  on  exportation,  it  appears  unjust  to  the  merchants  to  demand  five  per  cent, 
uty,  and  that  the  government  will,  iti  the  end,  also  sustain  a  loss. 
While  your  exceUencies  are  taking  this  subject  into  consideration,  I  have  to 
ask  that  you  will  at  once,  and  without  any  delay  whatever,  direct  the  officers  at 
Kanaeawa  to  admit  the  said  articles  on  pavment  of  the  duties  to  the  American 
consul  at  Kanagawa,  to  remain  in  his  hands  until  the  subject  is  decided  by  an 
agreement  between  your  excellencies  and  the  representatives  of  the  treaty  pow- 
ers. This  the  custom-house  authorities  have  refused  to  allow,  to  my  great  sur- 
prise, as  I  learn  that  the  course  proposed  has  been  pursued  by  the  British  mer- 
chants and  consul  for  more  than  a  year  past. 

Your  immediate  attention  is  requested  to  this,  as  great  injury  is  being  done  by 
this  delay  to  Mr.  Smith. 

I  shall  be  pleased  to  hear  this  day  that  the  necessary  orders  have  been  given. 
With  respect  and  courtesy, 

ROBT.  H.  PRUYN, 
Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  in  Japan. 

Their  Excellencies  the  Ministers  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Yedo. 


No.  77.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  June  21,  1862. 

I  called  your  attention,  yesterday,  to  articles  imported  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Smith, 
to  be  used  solely  for  preparing  tea  for  export,  and  which  is  claimed  should  be 
admitted  free  of  duty. 

I  have,  this  morning,  a  letter  from  our  consul  at  Kanagawa,  stating  that  the 
officials  at  the  custom-house  there  say  that  the  reason  why  British  merchants 
are  allowed  to  take  such  articles  on  payment  of  the  duties  to  the  British  consul> 
was  because  he  made  "threats,  while  they  expected  better  things  from  the 
Americans." 

Ton  will  see  the  necessity  of  putting  our  citizens  on  the  same  footing  as  Brit- 
ish merchants.  I  must  insist  on  this.  If  I  am  unable,  by  appeals  to  your  jus- 
tice, to  get  what  is  right,  how  can  I  satisfy  the  reasonable  expectations  of  our 
merchants,  whose  interests  I  am  bound  to  protect  ? 

I  have  written  several  letters  to  you,  to  which  I  have  received  no  reply.  I 
wish  attention  given  first  and  at  once  to  this  matter.    I  shall  be  compelled  to 
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ask  that  Mr.  Smith  be  indemiiified  for  the  I088  he  has  saetained  by  the  refi»&l 
to  place  him  on  the  same  footing  as  British  merchants  are  placed. 
With  respect  and  conrteey, 

ROBT.  H.  PRUYN, 
Minuter  Resident  of  the  United  States  in  Japan. 

Their  Excellencies  the  Ministers  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Yedo. 


Mr,  Pruyn  to  Mr,  Seward. 


No.  37.]  Legation  of  the  United.  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  July  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  translation  of  the  reply  of  the  ministers 
of  foreign  aEsin  to  my  letter  in  relation  to  the  murder  of  two  of  the  goards  at 
the  British  legation,  (endosore  No.  1.) 

I  haye  no  aonbt  that  it  is  written  in  sincerity,  and  that  the  government  feels 
deeply  pained  at  the  occurrence. 

1  regret  to  say  that  many  idle  rumors  are  constantly  agitating  the  foreign 
residents  at  Yokohaiha,  many  of  whom  ftre  too  ready  to  beheve  everything  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  Japanese. 

For  my  part,  I  am  amazed,  when  I  consider  that  two  centuries  of  isolation 
have  moulded  the  customs  and  opinions  of  this  people,  that  there  is  so  much 
freedom  of  intercourse  and  so  little  appearance  of  hostitity. 

That  many  powerful  daimios  continue  opposed  to  foreign  trade  is  not  > 
tioned.     The  party  in  ftivor  of  the  old  customs  and  laws  may,  indeed,  be  . . 
powerful  than   the  party  of  progress.      With  time  the  latter  will  trio 
Meanwhile  the  government,  I  think,  have  accepted  the  present  conditic 
things  as  a  political  necessity.     It  is  sustained  by  a  large  body  of  daimios,  ■     . 
by  the  entire  mercantile  class,  which  is  destined  to  rise  in  importance    " 
power,  and  the  masses  of  the  people  are  unmistakably  and  decidedly  frien    ^ 

Some  of  my  colleagues  apprehend  that  the  policy  of  the  unfriendly  da: 
is  to  elevate  the  Micado  at  the  expense  of  the  Tycoon,  and  thus  arouse  • 
prejudices  and  the  political  and  religious  intolerance  of  the  people,  and  n*   - 
them  against  the  government  of  the  Tycoon. 

An  ambassador  of  the  Mikado  to  tiie  Tycoon  is  now  at  Tedo.     Of  t   -  * 
have  been  informed  by  the  government,  but  the  effect  of  this  mission  ha*- ' 
been  disclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servat 

ROBT.  H.  PRUYN, 
Minister  Resident  in  Jape 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


We  received  your  letter.  No.  84,  dated  the  27th  June,  1802,  and  ftilly  ui 
stood  all  you  stated  in  relation  to  the  accident  that  happened  at  the  En. 
legation. 

As  for  your  communication  that  the  repetition  of  such  an  accident  will  lower 
us  in  the  opinion  of  the  civilized  world.  We  are  aware  of  this  ;  but  this  accid^it 
proceeded  from  the  unsettled  state  of  the  national  feeling,  owing  to  our  people, 
as  has  often  been  communicated  to  your  excellency,  beine  fond  of  the  andent 
custom.  We  hope  to  regulate  this  national  feeling  gradually,  however,  and 
change  it  so  as  to  remove  the  apprehension  of  the  foreigners. 

/Google 


.  oy'' 


DIPLOMAXrC    CORRESPONDENCE.  961 

But  it  is  a  sliame  to  us  that  the  present  accident  is  owing  to  one  of  the  sub- 
jects of  the  Prince  charged  with  the  protection,  although  the  perpetrator  already 
committed  suicide.  Yet  it  is  quite  true  that  he  was  very  criminal,  and  we  shall 
sentence  to  suitable  punishment  for  neglect  of  duty  the  officers  who  were  there 
for  protection. 

While  we  were  recently  enabled  to  punish  two  more  of  the  persons  engaged 
in  the  attack  on  the  British  legation  in  the  5th  month  of  last  year,  (July,  18G1,) 
as  you  stated  to  us,  which  made  us  feel  somewhat  easier,  this  accident  again 
took  place,  for  which  our  regret  is  a  hundred  times  deeper  than  that  of  your 
excellency. 

We  have  given  strict  orders  to  increase  the  protection,  and  have  taken  strict 
measures  therefor.  It  is  therefore  desirable  that  you  will  take  our  feelings  into 
due  consideration.  Which  we  have  to  state  in  reply  to  your  letter,  with 
respect  and  esteem. 

The  6th  day  of  the  6th  month  of  the  2d  year  of  Bunkin,  (the  2d  July,  1862.) 

WAKISAKA  NAKATSAKA  NO  TAYU. 
MIDSUNO  ID8UMI  NO  KAMI. 
ITAKURA  SUWO  NO  KAMI. 

His  Excellency  Robbrt  H.  Pruyn, 

Minuter  Resident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  38.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,Jtayl5,lS62. 

Sib  :  I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  inform  you  that  Colonel  Neale,  her  Britannic 
Majesty's  charg^  d'affaires,  has  withdrawn  from  Yedo  to  reside  at  Yokohama, 

The  British  guard  from  the  military  train  had  been  strengthened  by  a  large 
force  of  marines  and  sailors  from  the  Reynard. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  steam  sloop  Pearl,  Captain  Bortall,  of  the  latter  vessel, 
then  the  senior  officer,  declined  landing  an  additional  force,  or  to  leave  more 
than  twenty  men  when  those  vessels  left,  which  was  the  order  of  the  admiral 
before  the  late  attack.  Under  these  circumstances.  Colonel  Neale  informs  me 
he  considered  it  his  duty  to  leave,  as  the  guard  was  insufficient. 

As  soon  as  Mr.  de  Witt,  the  consul-general  of  the  Netherlands,  returns  to  Na- 
gasaki, I  will  be  again  the  only  minister  resident  in  Yedo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minister  Resident  in  Japan, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pruyn. 


Ho.  13.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  August  7,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  despatches  Nos.  16  to  21,  inclusive,  «pd  those  of  your  predeces- 
sor, utmibered  13,  14,  and  15,  and  one  without  number  dated  May  6,  have  been 
received. 

The  account  you  give  of  your  flattering  reception,  as  the  successor  of  Mr. 
Harris,  is  very  gratifying,  and  tends  to  confirm  tne  impression  that  the  friendly 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


962  DIPLOMATIC   COBBESPOKBEKOS. 

relationfi  between  the  govenunent  of  Japan  and  that  of  the  United  States  are 
in  no  danger  of  being  cuBtarbed. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  sealed  communication  addressed  to  their  excellencies  the 
ministers  for  foreign  affairs  of  the  empire  of  Japan,  a  transcript  of  which,  for 
your  information,  is  also  herewith  transmitted.     The  original  you  will  deHver 
in  such  manner  as  jou  may  deem  most  proper. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Robert  H.  Pruyn,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Yedo. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr,  Seward. 


No.  41.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  August  27,  1863. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  despatch  No.  18,  in  reference  to  the  postponement  of 
the  exercise  of  the  right  of  American  citizens  to  reside  in  Yedo,  and  of  the 
opening  of  the  harbors  of  Nee-e-Gata  and  ftliogo,  and  the  city  of  Osacca,  I  find 
that  discretionary  power  is  given  to  the  American  minister  to  *'  act  in  concert 
with  the  ministers  of  the  other  powers  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  most  advisa- 
ble  for  the  welfare  of  both  countries." 

Since  that  time  an  embassy  has  left  this  country  for  Europe,  and  the  subject 
in  question  is  not  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  ministers  of  Great  Britain  and  France 
in  Japan,  but  directly  by  their  governments. 

I  have  learned  from  the  minister  of  France  that  he  has  been  advised  that  his 
government  is  indisposed  to  grant  such  extension  unless  concessions  are  made, 
which  the  embassadors  were  not  authorized  to  grant. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Neale,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  chargd  d'afiaires,  has 
written  me  a  letter  giving  information  : 

**  The  mail  of  the  10th  of  June  brought  me  instructions  to  communicate  to 
the  Japanese  ministers  the  decision  which  the  British  government  had  come  to 
in  conference  with  the  envoys  respecting  the  ports  and  cities  which  were  to 
have  been  opened  by  treaty."  The  decision  is  to  the  effect  that  the  British 
government  consent  to  defer  the  opening  of  these  ports  for  five  years,  dating 
&om  January  1,  1863,  the  conditions  bein^;  that  the  Japanese  government  wiS 
scrupulously  carry  into  effect  all  the  otner  stipulations  of  the  treaty.  The 
envoys  wished  to  discuss  with  Lord  Russell  some  minor  matters,  as  the  "  cur- 
rency question ;  the  burial  of  the  dead  in  other  places  than  at  the  open  ports  ; 
the  visits  of  men-of-war  at  the  ports ;  the  examination  of  Japanese  servants  in 
foreign  employ  by  the  town  authorities,  &c.,  &c.;  all  of  which  they  were  told 
should  be  discussed  here  on  the  spot  by  her  Majesty's  representatives,  and  the 
decisions  referred  home." 

I  have  endeavored  to  procure  the  opinion  of  the  American  merchants  as  to 
the  propriety  of  this  postponement,  ana  to  form  my  own  conclusions  from  other 
information,  and  my  own  observation. 

p  I  feel  confident  it  would  be  unwise  to  accept  of  the  opening  of  Yedo,  even  if 
offered.  The  merchants  do  not  desire  it.  It  would  increase  their  expenses, 
and  add  nothing  to  their  business.  Establishments  would  necessarily  be  sustained 
here  and  at  Yokohama,  and  no  additional  business  done,  while  seamen  could 
not  visit  the  city  without  danger  of  collision  with  some  of  its  population. 

There  is  a  lingering  wish  for  the  opening  of  Osacca,  even  in  the  minds  of 
those  who  doubt  its  being  advantageous.  The  most  wealthy  merchants  reside 
there,  and  it  would  be  important  to  transact  business  with  them  directly,  instead 
of  with  irresponsible  agents  at  Yokohama.    Yet,  after,  all,  the  business  of  Japan 
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must  have  a  gradual  development,  and  its  volnme  could  not  now  be  mach  in- 
creased. A  large  bnsiness  would  be  done  there,  but  it  would  in  a  great  measure 
be  at  the  expense  of  the  business  of  the  other  ports,  and  for  a  whue  heavy  loss 
would  accrue  by  the  depreciation  of  property  at  those  ports. 

If  it  shall  be  found  that  Great  Britain  and  France  nave  consented  to  such 
postponement,  it  appears  to  me  no  course  is  left  but  to  unite  in  such  assent. 
But  I  shall  strive  to  procure  from  the  government  the  grant  of  a  bonded  ware- 
house system,  and  to  open  the  island  of  Tsusima,  for  reasons  which  I  will  give 
in  another  despatch. 

Should  you  desire  to  send  me  other  or  further  instructions,  I  beg  to  suggest 
that  they  may  reach  me  in  sufficient  time  if  sent  by  telegraph  to  San  Francisco, 
and  thence  by  vessel  direct,  or  via  Shanghai. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minister  Rendent  in  Japan, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WasAtTiglan. 


Mr,  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seioard^ 


No.  45.]  Legation  op  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  September  1,  1862. 
Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  instructions  I  immediately  forwarded  to  the  minis- 
ters of  foreign  afi&irs  Uie  short  sword  recovered  in  Baltimore,  which  had  been 
taken  from  one  of  the  attendants  of  the  Japanese  embassy  during  their  visit  to 
that  city,  accompanying  it  with  a  letter,  of  which  I  enclose  copy,  (enclosure 
No.  1,)  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  No.  2,  translation  of  the  reply  of 
the  ministers. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minister  Resident  in  Japan, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washijigton. 


No.  71.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  June  6,  1862, 

While  the  embassadors  from  Japan  to  the  United  States  were  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  in  June,  1860^  a  small  sword  belonging  to  one  of  their  attendants 
was  lost  or  stolen. 

In  the  month  of  November  last  it  was  recovered  by  the  deputy  marshal  of 
the  police  of  Baltimore,  and  I  now  have  the  pleasure  to  ask  permission  to  return 
it  to  the  owner  through  your  excellencies. 

The  laws  of  the  United  States  are  framed  more  with  reference  to  the  certainty 
of  the  detection  and  punishment  of  crime,  than  to  severity  in  the  mode  or  extent 
of  the  punishment.  The  guilty  may  escape  for  a  season,  but  the  ends  of  justice 
seldom  fail  of  accomplishment ;  aud  the  vigilance  of  the  authorities  is  never  re- 
laxed, when  an  offence  has  been  conmiitted,  until  the  offender  has  been  arrested, 
tried  and  punished.  This  is  occasioned  by  our  abhorrence  of  crime,  and  for  the 
vindication  of  the  laws  and  of  the  government,  which  would  otherwise  cease  to 
be  respected ;  and  when  this  happens,  they  fail  of  the  purpose  for  which  they 
were  created. 
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When  fraud  or  violence  has  been  committed  on  a  dtizen  of  a  friendly  power* 
then  another  motive  is  superadded — the  sacred  law  of  hospitality  has  been  vio- 
lated, and  that  must  be  vindicated  equally  with  the  law  of  the  land. 
With  respect  and  esteem, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 
Minuter  Resident  of  the  United  Stales  in  Japan. 
Their  Excellencies  Wakisaka  Nakatsaka  no  Tayu, 
MiDSUNO  Idsumi  no  Kami, 
Itakura  Suwo  no  Kami, 

Ministers  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Sfc.,  4^.,  4^.,  Yedo, 


We  received  your  letters,  Nos.  71  and  73,  dated  the  6th  of  June,  and  under- 
stood that  a  short  sword,  which  was  stolen  when  our  embassy  was  in  the  United 
States,  from  one  of  their  attendants,  having  been  recovered,  is  hereby  returned, 
and  we  now  tender  our  thanks  for  the  trouble  taken  in  regard  to  this  friendly 
arrangement. 

It  was  also  stated  that  his  Majesty  the  President  had  learned  with  pleasure 
that  two  more  of  the  criminals  enga^d  in  the  attack  on  the  British  legation  had 
been  punished,  which  we  immediatdy  reported  to  his  Majesty  the  Tycoon. 
Stated  in  reply  to  these  two  letters,  with  respect  and  esteem. 
The  7th  day  of  the  6th  month  of  the  2d  year  of  Bunkin,  (the  3d  July,  1862.) 

WAKISAKA  NAKATSAKA  NO  TAYU. 
MIDSUNO  IDSUMI  NO  KAMI. 
ITAKURA  SUWO  NO  KAMI. 
His  Excellency  Robert  H.  Pbuvn, 

Minister  Resident  qf  the  United  States  of  America,  !^c*,  4^?.,  ^c. 


Mr,  Pruyn  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No,  47,]  Legation  op  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  September  10,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  No.  1,  translation  of  a  letter 
received  from  the  ministers  of  foreign  affairs,  informing  me  of  the  restdt  of  the 
investigations  instituted  into  the  recent  attack  at  the  British  legation,  and  the 
punishment  inflicted  on  those  judged  derelict  of  duty ;  and  No.  2,  translation 
of  the  document  accompanying  that  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minister  Resident  in  Japntu 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 


We  have  to  state  to  your  excellency  that  we  sufficiently  examined  those  who 
had  any  relations  with  Ito  Gunbe,  who,  in  the  6th  month  of  this  year,  slipped 
into  the  temporary  residence  of  the  British  envoy  and  was  wounded  while  kill- 
ing two  British  sentries,  but  no  accomplices  were  found. 

If  this  criminal  were  still  alive  he  would  be  sentenced  to  death ;  but  having 
committed  suicide  already,  we  ordered  his  remains  to  be  destroyed,  €uid  those 
who  had  any  relations  with  him  to  be  sentenced  to  suitable  punishments. 
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Having  stated  the  foregoing  to  the  charge  d'affaires  and  consul-general  of 
Great  Britain,  transmitting  three  docnments  relating  to  the  sentries  in  this  case, 
we  now  enclose  copies  thereof  to  yoor  excellency  for  your  information. 

Widi  respect  and  esteem.  The  6th  day  of  the  8th  month  of  the  2d  year  of 
Bimkin,  (the  29th  Angost,  1862.) 

WAKISAKA  NAKATSAKA  NO  TAYU. 
MIDSUNO  IDSUMI  NO  KAMI. 
ITAKURA  SUWO  NO  KAMI. 
Hifl  Excellency  Robert  H.  Pruyn, 

Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States^  ^.,  4l^.,  ^. 


No.l. 


When  Matsadaira  Gamba  No  Kami  was  charged  with  the  protection  of  the  temporary 
residence  of  the  British  envoy  at  To-sen-ji,  his  subordinate  officer,  Ito  Gunbe,  slipped  in 
and  murdered  British  subjects ;  and  hesides,  other  officers,  also  subordinates  of  Gamba  No 
Kami,  who  had  heen  placed  there  for  protection,  were  unable  to  arrest  the  said  Gunbe ;  this 
was  caused  bv  imperfect  instructions  to  his  subordinates.  For  this  neglect  he  was  repri- 
manded, and  haying  requested  to  be  put  under  arrest,  he  is  now  under  arrest  in  compliance 
with  his  request 

No.  2. 

Mizake  Onotaro,  of  his  Majesty's  body-guard,  charged  with  the  protection  of  the  for- 
eigner.— (To  be  under  arrest  during  fifty  oays.) 

This  officer,  being  at  his  post  near  the  temporary  residence  of  the  British  enyoy  at  To-sen- 
jl,  fought  with  the  criminal,  knocking  the  spear  out  of  his  hands  after  he  had  slipped  in,  he 
(Onotaro)  being  wounded  in  consequence,  but  not  so  seriously  as  to  prevent  his  action ; 
although  the  light  in  his  lantern  had  gone  out  and  it  was  dark,  yet  he  ought  to  have  used 
all  his  efforts  against  the  pressinj^^  danger,  but,  leaving  his  post,  he  went  to  the  ^uard-house 
of  Mlhari-izo,  cryine  out,  and  then  lighting  the  candle  of  his  lantern  he  came  back  to  the 
place  where  he  had  been  stationed,  thus  giving,  in  ^e  mean  time,  the  criminal  a  chance  to 
effect  his  escape ;  wherefore,  he  has  been  sentenced  to  punishment  as  above  stated. 

Nagai  Balutaro,  of  his  Majesty's  guard,  charged  with  the  protection  of  the  foreigner. — 
(Arrest  during  thirty  days.) 

This  officer,  stationed  in  front  of  the  officer's  room  of  the  temporair  residence  of  the 
British  envoy  at  To-sen-ii,  heutl  some  one  cry  out  near  the  garden,  and  also  the  report  of 
a  fire-arm ;  he  (SalutaroJ)  then  went  to  the  veranda  to  see  if  there  was  any  criminal,  but, 
owing  to  the  darkness  of  the  night,  he  could  see  nothing;  although  the  occurrence  was  not 
at  his  post,  yet  he  should  have  noticed  tha^  on  the  spot  which  he  ought  to  have  seen  some- 
thing criminal  was  tf^ng  place,  and  he  did  not  go  there  quickly ;  wherefore,  he  is  sentenced 
to  punishment  ^  above  stated. 

No.  3. 

Karasarra  So,  izo  o  Earrada  Dsibuongemon,  subordinate  officers  of  Matsudaira  Gamba  Na 
Kami,  (arrest  during  fifty  days ;)  and  Watanbe  Doyemon  Ga  Kaji  Dsirotaro,  (anrest  during 
thirty  days.) 

These  four  persons  were  at  the  Mihari  bargo,  (guard-house,)  but  they  did  not  know  that 
Ito  Gunbe,  having  on  that  night  a  spear  and  a  lantern  with  the  marks  of  their  master  in  his 
hands,  and  also  disg^ing  himself  as  if  he  were  a  relief  for  some  station,  came  to  that  part 
of  the  grounds  which  was  under  their  supervision,  murdered  and  wounded  the  British 
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and  escaped  during  the  confoiion;  wkerefore,  ibey  are  sentenced  to  pmushment  as  above 
stated. 
Note. — Ga  Kiyi  Dsirotaro  was  sick  and  died. 

Massakitshi,  serrant  of  Gamba  No  Kami,  (severe  reprimand ;)  was  sick  and  died. 

This  person  was  also  at  the  Mihari  gnard-honsOi  bat  he  knew  nothing  of  the  occnrrenoe 
at  the  time ;  wherefore,  he  is  sentenced  to  punishment  as  above  stated. 

Saigo  Morije  and  Jomonari  Eakngemon,  subordinate  officers  of  Qamba  No  Kami.— (Ar- 
rest daring  tmrtj  days.) 

These  two  persons  were  at  the  rendezYoos  at  To-sen-ji  on  that  night,  and  did  not  know 
that  Ito  Ganbe  committed  the  evil  deed,  as  they  neglected  to  go  to  their  post ;  wherefore, 
they  are  sentenced  to  punishment  as  above  stated. 

Dsensabo,  servant  of  Gamba  No  Kami.— (Arrest  daring  thirty  days.) 


This  man  was  in  the  servants*  room  of  the  place  of  protection,  when  some  one,  having 
the  lantern  of  his  master  in  his  hands  and  a  garment  with  the  proper  mark  on  his  person, 
cune  to  him  and  asked  *'  What  is  the  password  to-night  7'*  saying  ne  had  forgotten  it ;  and 
inadvertently  he  had  replied,  ** It  is  Tama,"  thinking  him  to  be  one  of  the  officers  on  doty; 
in  consequence  of  this,  the  person  approaphed  the  British  with  the  password,  wounded  and 
killed  them ;  wherefore,  he  is  sentenced  to  punishment  as  above  stated. 

Toyojo,  gate-keeper  at  the  guard-house  near  the  residence  of  the  priests  of  the  tempis  of 
Kooyasau.— (Severe  reprimand.) 

Through  the  eate,  when  this  person  was  on  duty,  Ito  Gunbe  went  out,  but  he  did  not 
know  it ;  wherefore,  he  is  sentenced  to  punishment  as  above  stated. 

O  Kamara  Kandzo,  GaKahari  GoKidzazemon,  and  Sinza  Enoske,  subordinate  officers  of 
Gamba  No  Kami. — (Arrest  during  fifly  days.) 

To  these  three  persons,  who  always  lived  together  with  Ito  Gunbe.  at  their  master's  resi- 
dence, he  communicated  that  he  had  assassinated  the  foreigners,  and  came  back,  as  he  had 
received  a  wound  himself  from  a  fire  weapon;  this  they  reported  to  the  proper  person 
keeping  watdi  over  him,  (Gunbe.)  This  being  the  case,  they  should  have  watched  him 
properly;  but  thinking  that  he  was  asleep,  they  left  him  to  mmself,  (let  him  go  free;)  he 
was  thus  enabled  to  commit  suicide;  and,  besides,  they  prevaricated;  wherefore,  they  have 
been  sentenced  to  punishment  as  above  stated. 

(Joyosima  Hiroyemon,  subordinate  officer  of  Gamba  No  KamL— (Arrest  daring  fifty 
days.) 

This  officer  immediately  ordered  those  who  had  always  lived  together  wiUi  Ito  Gunbe, 
and  informed  him  that  Gunbe  had  wounded  and  murdered  the  foreigners,  received  a  wound 
himself,  and  had  come  back,  to  watch  him,  but  he  (Hiroyemon)  left  unnoticed  the  neglect 
of  the  guard,  through  which  neelect  Gunbe  was  enabled  to  commit  suicide ;  and,  moreover, 
he,  (Hiroyemon, )  from  the  beginning,  has  been  shuffling ;  wherefore,  he  is  sentenced  to 
punishment  as  above  stated. 

Matakitchi,  servant  of  Gamba  No  Kami.— (Arrest  during  thirty  days.) 

This  person,  on  seeing  the  corpse  of  Ito  Gunbe,  and  during  the  examination,  spoke  that 
was  wrong;  wherefore,  lie  is  sentenced  to  punishment  as  above  stated. 

Osana  Orisiro  and  Inoze  Kadsnzemon,  gate-keepers  and  soldiers  of  Gamba  No  KamL 

These  two  were  on  duty  in  the  guard-house  near  Gamba  No  Kami's  residence,  and,  with- 


wherefore, 

punishment.  ^^  ^ 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Pruyn. 

No.  14.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  September  15,  1862. 
Sib  :  Your  despatches  Nos.  23  and  24,  both  dated  June  9,  have  been  re- 
ceived. 

It  is  very  gratifVing  to  know  that  the  most  cordial  relations  exist  between 
jourself  and  the  nunisters  of  Great  Britain  and  France  and  Japan ;  and  I  have 
directed  copies  of  jour  No.  24,  which  conveys  this  agreeable  intelligenoey  to  be 
commonicated  to  our  ministers  at  London  and  Paris. 
I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Bobbst  H.  Pbuvn,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Yedo. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  50.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Kanawaga,  September  18,  1862. 

Sib  :  It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  inform  you  of  another  outrage  by  Japa- 
nese, resulting  in  the  death  of  a  subject  of  her  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  feanul 
wounding  of  two  others. 

On  the  15th  instant,  about  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  Mr.  Marshall,  a  merchant  of  Yoko- 
hama, Mr.  Clarke,  in  the  employ  of  the  American  house  of  Augustine  Heard  & 
Co.,  Mr.  Richardson,  of  Hong  Kong,  on  a  visit  to  Japan,  and  Mrs.  Bonadaile, 
were  riding  on  the  lakaido,  or  public  highway,  within  the  treaty  limits.  They 
were  entirely  unarmed.  When  about  three  miles  from  this  place,  they  met  the 
train  of  the  karo  (secretary)  of  the  Prince  of  Satsuma,  consisting  of  several 
himdred  armed  retainers.  They  drew  off  quietly  on  the  side  of  the  road,  occu- 
pying only  such  small  portion  as  was  needed,  moving  in  single  file,  and  pro- 
ceeded wimout  molestation  until  they  had  reached  neany  the  centre  of  the  train, 
where,  in  pursuance  of  orders  given  by  the  secretary,  who  is  said  to  be  a  rela- 
tive of  the  Prince,  they  were  surrounded  by  his  followers  and  fiercely  assaulted. 

Mrs.  Bonadaile  fortunately  escaped,  by  the  aid  of  the  gentlemen  with  her, 
without  injury.  Yet,  as  large  locks  of  hair  were  cut  from  her  head,  it  is  evident 
that  her  sex  afforded  no  protection  from  the  assault  of  these  cowardlv  assassins. 
Mr.  Richardson  was  most  fn^htfrilly  wounded,  and  after  having  ndden  more 
than  a  mile  in  this  condition,  fell  from  his  horse  and  crawled  to  the  side  of  the 
road.  Here,  while  piteously  begging  for  water,  he  was  repeatedly  thrust  through 
with  spears  and  cut  with  swords,  his  neck  being  nearly  cut  through. 

Messrs.  Clarke  and  Marshall  were  severely  wounded,  but  founa  refuge  in  the 
American  consulate  at  this  place,  where  they  were  immediately  attended  by  Dr. 
Hepburn,  of  the  Presbyterian  mission. 

To  this  opportune  refuge  and  this  immediate  medical  assistance  they  owe 
their  lives.  They  fidnted  on  their  arrival,  and  could  not  have  survived  had 
they  been  obliged  to  continue  their  flight  through  this  train  to  the  point  where 
the  road  diverges  to  Yokohama,  and  thence  to  mat  place. 

On  the  arrival  of  myself  and  our  consul  in  Japan,  Colonel  Fisher  took  pos- 
session of  the  building  in  this  place  formerlv  occupied  bv  the  American  consul, 
and  refused  to  reside  in  the  premises  provided  at  Yokohama,  as  unsuitable,  in- 
sufficient, and  imhealthy.  The  other  consuls,  having  been  better  accommo- 
dated, had  all  removed  to  Yokohama.  In  this  determination  I  sustained  him. 
A  refbee  was  thus  at  himd  for  these  gentlemen,  and  I  rejoice  in  the  action  which 
secured  it.  r^^^^l^ 
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It  is  with  pleasure  I  state  tliat  an  American  boy,  of  only  fborteen  Tears  of 
age,  Frank  Scbojer,  walked  through  these  Satsuma  men  more  than  a  qnarter 
of  a  mile  to  the  residence  of  Dr.  Hepburn,  and  thus  secured  his  prompt  attend- 
ance on  the  wounded. 

On  the  arrival  of  Messrs.  Marshall  and  Glarke  at  the  consulate,  our  flag  was 
hoisted  union  down,  as  a  signal  to  the  men-of-war  in  port ;  and  our  consul 
requested  Mr.  J.  0.  P.  Steams,  an  American  citizen,  casually  there,  and  Mr. 
Ajton  Mann,  one  of  his  household,  to  inform  the  British  and  French  ministen 
at  Yokahama  of  the  occurrence. 

On  the  return  of  Mr.  Steams  to  the  consulate,  with  Dr.  Jenkins,  of  tbe 
British  legation,  swords  were  drawn  on  them  hj  some  of  theiuune  band,  who 
were  only  kept  off  by  the  determined  attitude  of  Mr.  Steams,  who  proceeded 
through  their  ranks  with  revolver  ready  for  use. 

Captain  Biiys,  of  the  Netherlands  steam  corvette  Vice- Admiral  Koopman, 
was  at  the  same  time  warned  off  the  lokaidoi  while  proceeding  to  the  American 
consulate  by  an  officer  having  the  hand  on  his  sword.  Captain  Buys  offered  to 
place  a  guard  of  marines  at  the  consulate  for  its  protection,  which  courte^  I 
felt  it  my  duty  to  acknowledge.    I  enclose  No.  1,  Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  de  Wit. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  am  enabled  to  make  known  to  the  PresideDt 
the  considerate  courtesy  of  his  extellency  Monsieur  Duchesne  de  Bellecourt, 
his  Imperial 'Majesty's  minister  plenipotentiary.  On  being  informed  of  the 
affair,  he  at  once  went  with  a  portion  of  his  guard  to  the  residence  of  the 
American  consul,  distant  nearly  four  miles  from  tne  foreign  residences  at  Yoko- 
hama, and  caused  a  body  of  marines  to  be  landed  for  its  protection.  Within  a 
sbo^  distance  from  the  consulate  a  mounted  Japanese  made  a  demonstration  of 
attack,  but  his  sword  was  only  half  drawn,  when  the  sergeant  of  that  guard 
knocked  him  off  his  horse,  and  at  the  same  moment  another  Japanese,  at  a  stiU 
shorter  distance  from  the  consulate,  for  similar  cause,  was  fired  at  with  revolvers, 
wounding  him  slightly  in  the  leg. 

As  the  consul  tiiought  it  unnecessary  that  the  guard  should  remain  dnrinf 
the  night,  he  was  kindly  furnished  with  rockets,  to  be  used  if  necessary,  and 
arrangements  were  made  to  respond  to  his  signab  for  assistance. 

I  felt  it  my  duty  to  acknowledge  this  courtesy.    (Enclosure  No.  2.) 

No  provocation  was  given.  As  it  is  customary,  however,  when  a  man  of 
high  rank  passes  with  his  train,  for  others  to  dismount  and  to  pay  other  marks 
of  respect,  it  is  probable  that  the  non-compliance  with  this  Japanese  custom 
may  have  been  regarded  by  the  secretary  of  Satsuma  as  an  insult,  or,  what  is 
still  more  probable,  been  taken  advantage  of  to  justify  the  outrage  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  Japanese  law. 

I  received  the  first  intelligence  of  this  calamitous  affair  at  Yedo,  at  aboat  8 
p.  m.,  by  means  of  a  few  hurried  lines  from  Eugene  Van  Reed,  an  American 
citizen,  who  was  on  the  lokaido  some  distance  beyond  the  scene  of  its  occnr- 
rence.  He  fortunately  understands  the  Japanese  language,  and  is  popular  with 
the  people,  and  owing  to  the  warnings  of  some  of  them  he  was  able  to  reach 
Yokohama  by  boat  Shortly  after  a  more  detailed  and  accurate  statement  from 
our  consul  reached  me  from  Kanagawa.  I  immediately  despatched  the  letter  to 
J.  EL  de  Wit,  esq.,  the  consul-general  of  the  Netherlands.  Mr.  de  Wit  came  to 
the  legation  early  on  the  morning  of  the  16th. 

We  demanded  an  interview  with  the  ministers  of  foreign  affairs  at  11  o'clock 
of  the  same  day.  One  of  the  governors  was  sent  to  the  legation  with  a  message 
that  the  ministers  were  so  busily  engaged  that  it  was  impossible  to  see  us,  and, 
further,  that  no  interview  had  ever  been  granted  under  such  circumstances.  It 
had  always  been  usual  to  a^ree  upon  interviews  several  days  in  advance.  In 
short,  the  difficulty  appeared  to  be  that  it  did  not  comport  with  the  dignity  of 
the  Japanese  government  to  have  an  interview  thus  in  a  measure  forced  on  it. 
We  then  insisted  he  should  return  at  once  to  the  ministers  and  say  we  intended 
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to  ^  to  Yokohama  the  next  day  to  meet  our  colleagnes ;  that  we  were  advised 
that  great  excitement  naturally  existed  there ;  that  we  desired  the  interview  as 
the  fnenda  of  the  Japanese  government,  and  for  its  sake ;  that  if  the  ministers 
would  receive  ns  that  afternoon,  well ;  if  not,  the  consequences  would  rest  with 
them. 

The  governor  wished  to  continue  the  conversation,  but  Mr.  de  Wit  and  my- 
self wiwdrew  from  the  room,  and  refdsed  to  converse  longer  on  the  subject. 

The  governor  said,  as  we  were  retiring,  that  he  had  some  business  with  me. 
I  replied  that  if  the  ministers  had  more  important  business  than  that  which 
wikcted  the  lives  of  American  and  other  citizens,  I  had  not,  and  I  declined  to 
transact  anv  business  with  the  Japanese  government  whatever  while  the  ques- 
tion as  to  uie  interview  was  undecided.  Mr.  Portman  followed  me  to  my  office 
and  informed  me  that  the  governor  was  nmch  distressed,  and  said  that  he  did 
not  dare  return  without  giving  his  message,  as  it  would  involve  serious  conse- 

gnenoes  to  hnnself.  I  authorized  Mr.  Portman  to  receive  his  message,  which 
e  accordingly  did.  It  was  to  the  effect  that  a  governor  of  foreign  affidrs  bad 
been  despatehed  to  Eanagawa,  and  that  a  guard  would  hereafter  be  maintained 
at  the  residence  of  the  Ajnerican  consul  at  that  place.  This  had  before  been 
refused,  probably  with  a  view  of  forcing  all  foreigners  from  Eomagawa,  as  the 

auest  to  leave  it  was  invariably  enforced  by  the  representation  that  it  was  not 
)  to  reside  there. 

The  message  was  in  reply  to  a  letter  that  day  addressed  to  the  ministers,  of 
which  I  transmit  a  copy.     (Enclosure  No.  3.) 

At  one  o'clock  we  receiv^  notice  that  the  ministers  would  receive  us  at  three 
o'clock  p.  m.  at  the  residence  of  the  third  minister. 

At  that  hour  Mr.  de  Wit  and  myself  arrived  at  the  place  of  meeting,  and 
were  received  by  the  second  and  third  ministers  (the  first  minister  being  very 
lick)  and  by  two  assistant  ministers. 

We  commenced  by  informing  them  thiit  what  was  said  on  that  occasion  must 
be  understood  as  coming  from  the  ministers  of  the  United  States  and  of  the 
Netherlands  jointlv — that  both  these  powers  were  known  to  be  and  had  always 
been  the  friends  of  Japan,  and  that  it  was  for  that  reason  we  had  considered 
the  present  interview  important.  That  in  the  outset  we  wished  to  inform  their 
excellencies  that  it  was  customary  for  the  ministers  of  foreign  affairs  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  all  the  countries  of  Europe,  to  see  the  ministers  accredited 
to  their  respective  governments,  on  an  emergency,  even  without  notice ;  and  we 
wished  this  distinctly  understood,  as  we  might  have  occasion  to  ask  for  an  inter- 
view, even  with  less  ceremony  than  on  the  present  occasion. 

I  then  proceeded  to  read  a  brief  statement  of  the  occurrences  of  the  15th ;  the 
attack  on  Mr.  Marshall's  party ;  the  offensive  attitude  assumed  to  Mr.  Steams, 
to  Captain  Btlys,  and  the  offensive  demonstration  towards  the  French  guard.  I 
oallea  the  attention  of  the  ministers  to  the  fact  that  no  provocation  had  been 
given,  and  that  there  appeared  to  be  an  indiscriminate  hostility  to  foreigners, 
and  then  asked  what  information  the  ministers  had  received  in  relation  thereto. 
They  replied  that  they  had  only  received  a  report  of  the  attack  on  the  party  of 
Englishmen  and  the  death  of  one  of  their  number,  but  that  no  time  had  been 
afforded  for  details  to  be  given.  We  then  asked  what  had  been  done  towards 
the  arrest  of  the  offenders.  They  replied  they  were  investigating  the  affair. 
We  rejpresented  that  it  was  proper  they  should  at  once  arrest  the  diief  person- 
ages of  the  parlnr,  before  they  escaped  to  the  Prince  of  Satsuma's  dominions, 
that  otherwise  tne  government  might  be  obliged,  as  on  former  occasions,  to  say 
they  could  not  find  the  parties,  and  that  such  excuse  would  not  be  admissible 
now.  They  replied  thev  did  not  know  who  were  the  offenders.  We  gave  them 
notice  that  we  had  reliable  information  that  the  orders  for  the  attack  had  been 
given  by  the  secretary  of  the  prince,  and  required  his  arrest. 

The  nunisters  finally  were  forced  to  say  that  this  could  not  be  done  f  HwC 
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they  ooold  not,  an^  so  imporUat  9Xk  officer  of  the  Priaee  of  Satoiinu;  thai  U, 
after  inveetigatioii,  tbej.  were  satisfied  of  his  giiilt»  ihej  wcmld  require  him  to 
be  arrested  by  that  prinoe,  and  that  he  would  thereupon  deliver  him  to  the  goY- 
emment  We  informed  the  ministers  that  our  letters  represented  that  much 
feeling  existed  at  Yokohama,  and  that  we  feared  that  if  an  impression  should  §• 
forth  that  this  man  would  escape  punishment,  that  the  Tokaido  would  be  seis^ 
Our  letters  show  that  this  had  been  proposed,  in  view  of  the  passage  over  it,  the 
next  day,  of  the  ambassador  of  the  Mikado.  They  hoped  this  would  not  be 
done,  as  it  would  add  to  the  complication.  We  then  asked  whether  they  would 
authorive  us  to  assure  our  colleagues  that  the  ffuilty  parties  woidd  be  punishedt 
whatever  their  position,  and  tluit  they  would  act  promptly  and  vigorously. 
This  they  authorised  us  to  do. 

Our  interview  terminated,  after  the  exchange  of  the  usual  civilities,  with  the 
expression  of  the  hope  that  Mr.  de  Wit  and  myself  would  use  our  influeoee  to 
prevent  their  seizure  of  the  Tokaido,  or  any  other  hortile  act. 

Mr.  de  Wit  and  myself  left  Yedo  early  the  next  morning,  to  remain  here  a 
few  days.  He  is  now  at  the  consulate  of  the  Ketheiiands,  and  I  am  a  guest  of 
Mr.  Fisher,  at  Eanagawa.  A  meeting  of  the  foreign  ministers  is  to  be  held 
this  day;  but  the  mail  will  close  before  I  can  advise  you  of  its  results.  It  is 
with  difficulty  I  can  find  time  to  prepare  this  hurried  despatch. 

There  are  now  four  British  men-of-war,  under  the  command  of  Admiral 
Kuper,  three  French  and  one  Dutch  men-of-war,  in  this  port.  Considering  it 
very  desirable  that  our  flag  shall  shortly  be  seen  in  these  waters,  I  have  takea 
the  liberty  to  write  to  Captain  McDougall,  of  the  Wyoming,  at  Hong  Kong 
and  Shanghai,  requestinff  him  to  visit  this  port  as  soon  as  he  can  do  so  consist* 
ently  with  his  orders  and  the  public  interests  committed  to  his  charge. 

I  return  to  Tedo  to-morrow. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfolly,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

EOBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

lilimster  Resident  in  Japan. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wathmgton. 


Kg.  IIS.I  LiaATioir  or  thi  UinTiD  Statv  m  Japav, 

Yedtf,  Stptmber  16,  1868. 

Sir  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  thank  you  most  cordially  for  the  very  friendly  and  prompt 
manner  in  which  Captain  Bays,  in  command  of  his  Netherland  Majesty'B  steamer  Yice- 
Admiral  Koopman,  offered  to  place  a  guard  of  marines  at  the  Americao  oonsolate  at 
Kanagawa  for  its  pioteotion  on  the  15th  instant,  when  the  despeiate  acts  of  Japaiusi 
t««»«ri"f  on  that  day  rendered  sach  protection  eBoinently  desirable,  and  to  request  yon  t» 
convey  my  sincere  thanlis  to  that  distinguished  officer. 

It  will  be  my  daty,  as  well  as  great  pleasure,  to  make  known  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  this  friendly  action,  which  cannot  fail  to  cement  more  closely  the  friendship 
which  has  so  miintemiptedly  marked  the  relations  between  the  Netherlands  and  Hie 
United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

BOBEBT  H.  PBUYN, 
Minitler  Resident  qf  th$  DhUed  Statet  </  America  m  Japam, 
8.  K.  ra  Wr,  Esq., 

Me  NkherUnd  Mt^'mfy'e  Ommd  Genmd,  A(«.»  kc,  tfe.,  in  Japan. 


Ko.  112.1  tiQATioir  OF  THI  Unitid  Statis  nr  Japav, 

^  Tedo,  Sqdember  16,  1861. 

Sni:  I  have  the  honor  to  convey  to  your  excellency  my  profound  thanks  for  the  very 
friendly  and  prompt  manner  In  yMdd  you  proceeded  with  your  guard  to  the  Amerioaa 
miiulate  al  Kanagawa  on  the  16^  iaitant  lor  its  protection,  whik  It  ted  the  good  fintune 
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|0  tftid  a  tefoge  to  Ueun,  Claarke  and  Karshall,  two  sobjeete  of  her  Britaimlo  KAJest7, 
who  were  desperately  wounded  by  Japanese  assassins  on  that  day ;  also,  for  your  offer  to 
fnniish  the  American  consul  with  a  fi[uard  to  remain  at  his  residence,  and  for  the  excellent 
arrangements  you  caused  to  be  made  for  the  landing  of  marines  from  tne  French  men-of-war 
fai  that  port  for  his  protection  in  case  of  necessity,  and  to  beg  you  wHl  also  convey  my  thanks 
la  tlie  naval  officers  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  for  thw  courtesies  on  that  occasion. 

It  will  be  my  duty,  as  well  as  a  great  pleasure,  to  make  known  your  friendly  action  to  the 
President  of  the  Umted  l^tates. 

Such  courtesies  cannot  fiEdl  to  cement  more  closely  the  firiendship  which  has  so  uninter- 
mptedly  marked  the  relations  of  France  and  the  United  States,  ana  which  have  never  been 
more  warmly  reciprocated  than  during  the  reign  of  his  Imperial  Majesty, 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  con- 
uderation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUTN. 
Mini$ter  Retident  of  the  United  StaU$  of  America  in  Japan. 
His  Excellency  Ducheske  de  Bellecourt, 

ilftiiister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  Sfc.,  ^c,  SfCy  in  Japan. 


Wo.  110.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

•    Yedo,  September  15,  1862. 
I  most  respectfallj  inslBt  that  you  shalli  without  any  delay,  place  a  suitable 
guard  at  the  residence  of  the  American  consul  at  Kanagawa,  ana  that  this  very 
night  one  shall  be  placed  there. 

And  I  now  give  you  notice,  that  if  this  be  neglected  the  Japanese  govem- 
ment  will  be  held  responsible  for  any  accident  which  may  happen  by  reason 
thereof. 

With  respect  and  esteem, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 
Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Japan. 
The  Ministers  op  Foreign  Affairs,  4^.,  Japan. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Fruyn. 


Ko.  19.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  September  25,  1862. 
Sir  :  Tour  very  interesting  despatch  of  May  26  (No.  22)  has  been  received. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  chan^  in  the  department  of  foreim  a£^s  wl)ich  has 
been  made  by  his  Majesty  will  be  followed  by  no  departure  from  the  enlightened 
joli^  towards  the  western  powers  which  was  pursued  while  Ando  Tsusima 
Ko  Kami  was  connected  with  that  department. 

The  President  learns  with  sincere  pleasure  that  your  relations  with  the  gov- 
ernment are  cordial  and  satisfactory. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
BoBERT  H.  Pruyn,  Esq.,  ifc.,  ^r.,  Yedo. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pruyn. 


No,  20.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  September  25,  ip62. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  June  21  (No.  25)  hafl  been  received,    Your  accept- 
anfib  of  Japanese  pupils  at  the  legation,  for  the  purpose  of  inj^ametingjbam  in^ 
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the  English  language,  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  imperial  govern- 
ment, is  an  act  of  great  and  disceming  liberality.  It  may  reasonably  oe  ex- 
pected that,  besides  promoting  immediately  the  convenience  of  diplomatic  inter- 
course, it  may  have  ulterior  results  beneficial  to  both  countries.  The  loyal  and 
patriotic  spirit  manifested  on  the  occasion  by  the  young  gentlemen  attached  to 
the  legation  is  worthy  of  especial  praise.^ 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Robert  H.  Pbuyn,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  Yedo. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Pruyn. 


No.  21.]  Department  op  State, 

Washi$tgton,  September  25,  1862. 

Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  July  15  (No.  38)  has  been  received.  Left  in  Yedo 
without  diplomatic  associates  at  that  capital,  your  position  will  be  more  critical, 
and  your  embarrassments  will  be  increased.  It  is  earnestly  hoped,  however, 
that  you  may  pass  safely  through  all  dangers,  and  be  able  not  only  to  protect 
the  interests  of  our  country,  but  also  to  advance  the  cause  of  civilization  in  the 
Japanese  empire. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
BoBBRT  H.  Pruyn,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  8fc.y  Yedo. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pruyn. 


No.  22.]  Department  op  State, 

Washingtofh  September  25,  1862. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  July  2  (No.  35)  has  been  submitted  to  the  President. 
It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  the  increasing  intimacy  between  the  Tycoon's  govern^ 
ment  and  our  legation  in  Yedo  may  be  productive  of  the  benefits  you  so  properly 
desire. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,   ^ 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Bobert  H.  Pruyn,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  ^c,  Yedo. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pruyn. 


No.  24.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  Sq>tember  25,  1862. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  June  30  (No  31)  has  been  received. 

The  President  nas  received  with  profound  emotion  the  information  that  some 
unknown  Japanese  subjects  have  assassinated  two  British  marines,  stationed  at 
her  Majesty's  legation  for  the  protection  of  the  minister. 

Earnestly  desirous  that,  on  all  such  occasions,  you  shall  be  found  using  your 
best  exertions  to  secure  the  safety  of  the  representatives  of  other  treaty  powers, 
and  their  protection  in  all  their  national  rights,  the  President  has  directed  me  to 
examine  carefully  the  record  you  have  sent,  and  to  report  to  him  whether,  in 
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ihiB  instance,  there  had  been  any  delinquency  on  your  part  It  is  with  great 
pleasure  that,  upon  receiving  my  report,  he  has  been  satisfied  that  your  proceed- 
ings have  been,  in  all  respects,  the  best  that  could  have  been  adopted  to  co- 
operate with  and  sustain  the  British  legation,  and  to  bring  the  government  of 
the  Tycoon  to  a  just  sense  of  the  gravity  of  this  new  outrage,  and  of  the  danger 
which  it  brings  to  the  empire.  lou  will  persevere  in  the  same  course  of  pro- 
ceedings hereafter,  and  you  will  especially  inform  the  ministers  for  foreign  affairs 
diat,  while  the  United  States  will  hereaiter,  as  heretofore,  prove  themselves  a 
generous  friend,  yet  that  the  safety  of  all  representatives,  citizens  and  subjects, 
of  all  the  treaty  powers,  must  and  will  be  insisted  upon,  as  an  indispensable 
condition  of  the  continuance  of  the  relations  between  this  country  and  Japan, 
which  have  been  so  happily  established. 

The  discretion  with  which  your  own  personal  deportment  seems  to  be  regu- 
lated is  approved,  and  I  pray  Qoi  for  your  continued  safety  and  usefulness  in 
the  important  mission  with  which  you  are  charged. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  REWARD. 

BoBERT  H.  PauYN,  Esq.,  Sfc„  Sfc^  Yedo. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Fruyr^ 


No.  26.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  September  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  July  8  (No.  37)  has  been  submitted  to  the  President 
He  has  derived  much  satisfaction  from  the  reply  of  the  ministers  for  foreign 
affiurs  to  the  letters  which  you  had  addressed  to  them  concerning  assassinations 
at  the  British  embassv.  Entertaining  no  doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  the  explana- 
tions contained  in  that  Teply*  he  earnestly  hopes  that  the  government  of  the 
Tycoon  may  practice  such  diligence,  in  bringing  all  persons  connected  with  the 
transaction  to  condign  punishment,  as  will  give  assurance  to  the  British  govern- 
ment, and  to  the  other  treaty  powers,  that  the  rights  and  safety  of  foreigners  in 
Japan  will  hereafter  be  inviolably  protected. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Bobbrt  H.  Pruyn,  Esq.,  4«*>  ^-f  Yedo. 


Mr,  Setoard  to  Mr.  Pruyn. 

No.  26.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  2,  1862. 
Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  August  27  (No.  41)  has  been  received.    It  brings 
your  views  upon  the  question  of  postponing  the  stipulated  opening  of  additional 
ports  in  Japan. 

Upon  a  due  consideration  of  them  they  are  approved,  and  you  will  act  in 
accordance  with  them. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD- 
Robert  H.  Pruyn,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Yedo. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pruyn, 

No.  29.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

WoMhingtath  December  13,  1862. 

Sib  :  Your  despatch  of  September  18  (No.  50)  has  been  sabHntted  to  the 
President 

The  tragical  transaction  which  it  relates  has  made  a  very  painful  nnpression 
upon  this  government,  as  doubtless  it  has  also  made  upon  the  goremment  of 
Ghceat  Britain  and  the  other  western  maritime  powers,  lour  own  proeeedings 
in  the  matter  are  approved,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Japanese  authoritieB  ha^ro 
seen  it  to  be  their  duty  to  bring  the  offenders  to  punishment,  and  to  make  repa- 
ration, so  far  as  was  possible,  without  delay.  You  cannot  too  stnmglj  advise 
tilie  government  of  Japan  that  it  can  only  have  friendship,  or  even  peaoe  wHk 
the  United  States,  by  protecting  citizens  and  subjects  of  foreign  powers  fnm 
domestic  violence. 

I  have  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  so  much  of  your  despatch 
as  relates  to  the  desirableness  of  a  visit  from  an  American  war  vessel  in  the 
waters  of  Japan. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

BoBEBT  H.  Pbuyn,  4t:.,  4^.f  Yedo. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  63.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  December  16,  1^8. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  have  to  announce  the  total  loss  of  the  American  bark 
Oheralie,  of  New  York,  on  the  east  coast  of  Japan,  in  the  province  of  BGtats. 
There  are  special  circumstances  connected  with  this  disaster  which  afford  great 
cause  for  thankfulness.  The  officers  and  crew  were  not  only  saved,  but  treated 
with  humanity  and  kindness  by  the  officers  and  people  of  the  province.  Noth- 
ing which  could  be  done  was  left  undone  to  display  good  will ;  even  a  flagstaff 
was  erected  by  the  Japanese  at  the  temple  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  crew, 
from  which  to  display  our  national  flag. 

Intelligence  of  the  disaster  was  sent  to  this  city  overland,  and  the  Japanese 
ministers  immediately  placed  at  my  disposal  the  steamship-of-war  Tshoyo  Maro, 
which  carried  to  the  scene  of  the  wreck  our  consul  at  Kanagawa,  our  marshal, 
and  an  American  pilot. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  enclosure  No.  1,  copy  of  the  report  of  the 
American  consul,  which  gives  in  detail  an  account  of  the  shipwreck  and  of  the 
friendly  offices  of  the  Japanese ;  also  a  copy  of  my  letter  of  thanks  to  the 
ministers  of  foreign  affairs,  enclosure  No.  2. 

Shortly  after  the  departure  of  the  Japanese  shipof-war,  I  received  from  the 
French  minister  the  kind  proffer  of  the  services  of  the  steamer  Duplex.  His 
official  letter,  which  shows  that  this  offer  was  occasioned  by  apprehension  that 
our  officers  and  seamen  were  in  danger,  was  accompanied  by  a  private  letter, 
which  exhibited  that  feeling  more  transparently. 

As  he  stated  in  that  letter,  he  heard  the  Japanese  express  the  fear  that  the 
wrecked  foreigners  would  be  badly  received  by  the  population  on  the  spot,  and 
therefore  had  taken  some  military  measures  and  precautions.  I  had  no  informa- 
tion which  led  me  to  doubt  the  good  feeling  of  tne  population  of  the  locality,  or 
that  any  military  precautions  had  been  taken  by  the  government;  nor  had  I 
any  reason  to  distrust  the  disposition  or  ability  of  the  government  to  extend  all 
needful  assistance  and  protection.    Still,  as  the  weather  was  stormy  and  threat- 
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dning,  I  would  have  accepted  this  offer  had  I  not  feared  that  it  would  be  re- 
garded by  the  Japanese  government  as  an  evidence  of  distrust.  And  further, 
while  I  had  no  apprehension  that  the  presence  of  the  Duplex  would  provoke 
any  hostility,  I  was  satisfied  that  if  h^  captain  went  there  u«ier  the  influence 
of  the  fears  and  reflecting  the  views  of  his  minister,  complications  might  arise, 
for  which  I  did  not  wish  to  be  responsible.  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty,  therefore, 
to  declme  the  offer. 

To  insure  at  the  same  time  the  safety  of  the  Americans  who  were  wrecked 
and  who  had  gone  to  their  relief,  I  took  the  precaution  to  ascertain  whether  any 
real  cause  of  apprehension  existed.  I  had  learned  to  receive  with  distrust  all 
the  ramors  and  news  of  which  Yokohama  is  the  prolific  parent,  and  which  keep 
it  in  a  state  of  constant  alarm.  Bnt  as  the  lives  of  our  people  might  be  endan- 
gered, I  asked  that  a  governor  of  foreign  affurs  might  be  despatched  at  once 
to  this  legation  with  all  the  information  in  possession  of  the  government  in  rela- 
tion to  the  wreck  and  situation  of  the  crew.  At  9  o'clock  that  same  evening 
one  of  the  governors  visited  me.  He  expressed  himself  highly  pleased  that  i 
had  declin^  the  assistance  of  the  French  steamer,  ahd  assured  me  that  no 
uneasiness  existed  on  the  part  of  the  government,  and  that  no  unusual  precau- 
tions had  been  taken.  I  thereupon  addressed  to  the  minister  of  France  a  letter 
conveying  this  graitifying  information,  which  confirmed  me  in  my  opinion  that 
no  necessity  for  f\irther  aid  existed. 

I  enclose  No.  3,  translation  of  the  official  letter  of  the  minister  of  France,  and 
Nob.  4  and  5,  copies  of  iliy  replies. 

It  is  due  to  our  consul  to  state  that  the  allusion  of  the  minister  to  the  case  of 
the  Guinea  and  the  unfriendly  remarks  of  our  consul  are  founded  on  a  difference 
which  has  arisen  between  the  minister  of  France,  acting  as  consul  general,  on 
the  one  side,  and  the  American,  English,  and  Dutch  consuls  on  the  omer,  grow- 
ing out  of  the  wreck  of  that  vessel  and  of  the  questions  of  insurance  thereat 
arising,  with  the  merits  of  which  I  am  not  acquainted.  I  took  occasion,  how- 
ever, to  inform  the  minister  of  France,  unofficially,  that  I  had  no  doubt  that  the 
remarks  of  Mr.  Fisher  had  been  misunderstood,  and  that  I  was  sure  that  a  satis- 
factory explanation  could  and  would  be  given. 

I  should  add,  that  about  the  time  our  consul  reached  the  wreck  I  received 
from  the  captain  of  the  ship  written  notice  of  the  shipwreck,  accompanied  by 
the  boat-flag,  to  attest  the  nationality  of  the  vessel,  which  were  brought  by  the 
Japanese  overland.  The  vessel  is  a  total  loss;  abo  the  cargo.  The  captain 
and  seamen  have  safely  reached'Kanagawa. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedi^it  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minuter  Resident  in  Japan. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Ko.  13.3  CONSULATR  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA, 

Kanagawat  Japan,  December  8,  1862. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  officiaUv  to  inform  you  that  on  the  nig^ht  of  the  S2d  ultimo  the 
American  bark  Cheralie,  of  New  York,  on  vojage  from  Hakodadi  to  Shanghai,  China,  struck 
a  sand  knoll,  and  has  since  stranded  and  become  a  total  wreck,  about  oneliuudfed  miles  doe 
northeast  from  this  port. 

About  mid-daj  on  the  27th  the  governor  of  Kanagawa  sent  word  to  me  that  he  had  informa- 
tion that  a  yessel,  supposed  to  be  American,  had  gone  ashore  in  the  neifiphborhood  of  Cape 
Chi-o-jo-she,  but  he  would  know  more  about  it  on  the  morrow  and  duly  inf>rm  me.  On 
the  28th  he  received  and  sent  word  it  was  an  American  vessel,  and  that  after  having  been 
driven  into  the  breakers,  had  cut  away  her  masts,  and  would  become  a  total  wreds;  so  HoaX  , 
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a  goyemniBiit  steam  g^boat  would  he  placed  at  mr  diflpoeal  on  the  next  morning  to  proceed 
to  the  wreck  for  the  relief  and  rescue  of  the  ciew.  The  next  day  was  thick,  foggy,  ana  rainy, 
so  that  the  vessel  did  not  come  down  until  about  5  oVlock  p.  m. 

The  governor  immediately  sent  word  to  me  of  the  arrival  of  tfie  ten-gnn  boat  Cho-yo- 
maroo,  and  requestcl  to  be  informed  whether  I  would  go,  and  at  what  time.  I  told  Ins  mes- 
senger I  would  be  on  board  at  any  hour  he  miffht  name.  The  hour  of  9  a.  m.  the  next  day, 
30th,  was  fixed  upon,  and  I  was  promptly  on  board.  On  reaching  the  deck.  Captain  Ya-ta> 
bo-re-ki-dro  and  his  officers  received  me  with  the  usual  man-of-war  civilities,  and  tendered 
me  the  use  of  his  cabin,  which  I  accepted.  At  9^  a.  m.  the  ship  weighed  anchor  and  we 
stood  down  the  bay,  the  wind  blowing  fresh  northwest.  Accompanying  me  I  had  taken 
Mr.  Hoffg,  our  marshal,  and  Mr.  Connor,  the  pilot.  The  Japanese  government  also  sent  a 
high  Official  from  the  custom-house  department,  and  one  from  the  marine  department,  with 
an  interpreter.  The  wind  having  increased  to  about  half  a  gale,  the  ship  lay  at  anchor 
at  Uraea  about  five  hours,  and  then  steamed  on,  intending  to  anchor  inside  Cape  King  for 
the  nidt.  This  purpose  the  high  officer  of  customs  aucT  captain  communicated  to  me, 
when  1  said  I  would  not  in  any  way  control ;  that  is  vour  exclusive  province,  and  beg  you 
to  do  what  you  think  best.  I  will  state,  however,  that  my  anxiety  is  great  to  rea<^  the 
wreck  as  early  as  possible,  as  it  ma^  be  the  captain,  passengers,  if  any,  and  crew,  may  be 
suffering  from  sickness,  want,  or  injuries ;  and  as  my  ^vernment  is  at  all  times  particular 
to  render  the  speediest  relief  to  shipwrecked  seamen,  I  hope  as  little  delay  will  oocor  as  is 
consistent  with  safety. 

The  captain  immediately  concluded  to  keep  on  through  the  nig^t.  As  we  got  outside 
the  wind  mcreased,  and  the  sea  off  Capes  King  and  Blanco  was  very  rough;  still  we  steamed 
on,  and  at  daylight,  the  1st  of  December  instant,  had  made  but  about  thirty  miles  beyond 
the  last-namea  cape.  We  continued  on  our  course — ^wind  still  freshening  more  and  mor^— 
until,  finding  we  made  no  headway,  the  order  was  p^ven,  12  m.,  *' about  skip,"  and  retuni* 
ing  fifteen  miles,  we  anchored  at  3  p.  m.  opposite  the  villa^  Comi-ma-to.  There  we  lay 
twenty-seven  hours.  Providentially  the  wind  abated  dunng  the  night  and  through  the 
forenoon  of  the  2d,  and  at  4  p.  m.  we  again  got  under  way.  The  night  was  comparatively 
calm;  at  6  o*clock  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  we  found  ourselves  direcUy  opposite  the  wreck, 
about  three  miles  distant. 

At  seven  the  vessel  came  to  an  anchor  within  two  miles  of  the  wreck,  lowered  the  cap- 
tain's g^g,  and  with  three  of  the  highest  Japanese  officials,  the  interpreter,  Mr.  Ho^,  Mr. 
Connor,  and  myself,  started  to  go  to  the  wreck.  We  had  gone  within  three-fourths  of  a 
mile  of  it,  when  it  became  evident  that  it  would  be  madness  to  g^  nearer,  as  the  cnrrent 
and  breakers  would  inevitably  swamp  us. 

We  then  made  for  the  entrance,  three  miles  distant,  through  the  mouth  of  the  river  Tone- 
g^wa,  inunediately  north  of  the  point  marked  on  Perry's  chart  Sandy  Hook,  or  Cape  Cbio- 

Jo-shi.    On  our  wav,  about  midway,  we  met  a  Japanese  suif-boat,  and  transferred  the 
apanese  officers  and  myself  to  the  same,  Mr.  Hogg  and  Mr.  Connor  returning  tempofirily 
to  the  ship. 

This  entrance  is  dangerous,  beine  through  a  heavy  surf,  almost  constantly  breaking  aU 
the  way  across  the  channel;  but  after  a  hard  pull  we  got  throueh,  reached  calm  water  and 
the  fismng  village  of  Chi-vo-shi,  province  of  Si-mo-o-sa.  Here  I  was  taken  to  the  residence 
of  the  he^  man  of  the  villa^,  and  treated  to  tea. 

After  certain  official  inquiries  were  made,  we  ag^in  took  boat  and  proceeded  op  the  river 
about  three  miles,  when  we  again  debarked.  From  thence  we  walked  through  delightfully 
shaded  groves  and  hedged  road-ways  to  the  temple  Gin-gin.  Just  before  reeching  it,  mv 
eyes  were  delighted  with  beholding,  floating  to  the  oreeze  from  a  respectable  flag-staff  which 
had  been  erected  for  that  purpose  by  the  Japanese  authorities,  our  dear  old  national  ensign, 
and  had  the  captain  raise  the  flag  on.  As  we  entered  the  temple  grounds,  temporary  buud- 
ing^  were  seen  on  every  side,  and  a  larg^  number  of  soldiers  on  g^rd;  those  on  duty 
**  turning  out"  at  a  carry  as  we  passed  through  the  entrance. 

In  the  temple  I  found  Captain  Farrell,  oi  the  bark,  and  his  officers  and  crew  of  fourteen 
men,  all  in  tolerable  health ;  one  who  had  been  saved  from  the  breakers,  and  resuscitated 
from  drowning,  not  as  well  as  the  others,  but  convalescing. 

The  captain  then  related  to  me,  on  the  22d  ultimo,  at  noon,  his  observations  weie  ffood 
in  everv  respect;  that  they  were  then  about  forty-five  miles  f|pm  land;  that  at  twelve  o*dock 
at  night,  having  just  turned  in,  the  second  mate  on  watch,  weather  muiky,  ckmdy, 
with  all  sail  set  and  wind  fresh,  he  felt  the  ship  strike  on  what  turned  out  the  next  day  to 
be  a  sand  knoll,  about  two  and  one-quarter  to  two  and  one-half  miles  from  the  shore,  a 
low  sandy  beach.  He  immediately  sprung  on  deck,  when  she  struck  again,  and  through 
the  darkness  they  could  barely  discern  the  outlines  of  the  shore,  and  hear  the  dashing  of 
the  breakers;  at  once  clewed  up  all  sail,  the  ship  still  thumping  very  heavily,  in  this 
condition  they  lay  all  night.  Next  morning  the  wind  increased,  blowing  them  directly  on 
shore  into  the  breakers ;  the  current,  the  captain  says,  being  fully  six  mues  per  hour,  north 
by  west.  During  the  day  and  that  night  tno  wind  increased  to  a  gale,  and  they  expected 
the  vessel  to  go  to  pieces  every  moment.  The  next  day,  24th,  the  ship  had  driven  in  still 
inore  and  more,  when,  to  lighten  her  up,  they  cut  away  the  fore  and  mtdn  mast,  and  were 


digitized 


by  Google 


BIPLOMATIO    COBBESPONDEKCS.  97T 

fai  tiie  act  of  catting  away  the  misien,  wben  the  wind  and  a  lorch  of  the  Teoel  hibke  it  off 
by  the  bead,  and  aU  came  down  with  a  crash,  bnt  no  one  injured,  though  narrowly  escaping; 
alsoJthrew  oyerboard  heavy  cables,  except  fifteen  fittboms.  The  ship  then  lightened  np,  so 
that  the  wind  took  her  right  into  the  breakers,  where  she  became  hard  aod  fast  in  the 
nod,  tnd  wooJd  have  gone  all  to  pieces  bnt  for  her  remarkably  strong  build.  We  then 
walked  to  the  wreck  and  fonnd  her  lying  head  on,  about  three  miles  north  of  the  channel 
of  the  river  and  cape  above  named,  one  hundred  yards  from  the  shore  at  high  tide,  and  is 
a  total  wreck.    The  province  is  Hi-ta-chi ;  the  town  is  To-ka-no-wara. 

The  captaiji  and  crew,  by  throwing  overboard  their  trunks,  boxes,  and  bags,  saved  most 
of  their  olo thing,  which  were  washed  ashore  ;  but  no  provisions. 

The  same  day  the  captain  abandoned  all  as  hopeless ;  when  I  made  arrangements  with 
the  Japanese  officials  sent  with  me,  to  wreck  her  if  possible,  and  ship  the  cargo  and  saved 
articles  from  the  wreck  to  Kanagawa,  which  I  doubt  not  will  be  speediJy  and  faithfully  done. 

That  evening  we  endeavored  to  go  to  the  ship ;  but  findiog  it  impossible  to  go  through 
the  breakers  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  we  were  coinpeliod  to  return  to  the  temple  and 
spend  the  night.    Had  we  gone  into  the  breakers,  we  would  undoubtedly  all  have  been  lost. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th,  at  10,  we  again  walked  to  the  river ;  and  embarking  in  boats 
at  1  p.  m.  were  all  in  safety  on  board  the  steamer.  At  2  p.  m.  we  had  again  got  under 
way,  and  headed  for  this  port.  At  4  p.  m.,  the  6th,  we  arrived  at  this  anchorage  all  com- 
fortable and  safe. 

The  danger  of  the  current,  the  fear  of  the  wind  rising,  and  the  unoertainty  of  the  an- 
chorage, impelled  me  to  the  speediest  possible  embarkation  and  getting  under  way ;  for 
had  the  wind  risen  as  on  the  1st,  the  steamer  could  by  no  means  have  remained  by  the 
wreck,  but  must  havo  gone  either  thirty<five  miles  to  the  northward,  or  seventy  five  miles 
to  the  south,  to  find  any  sort  of  a  secure  anchorage  or  protection ;  and  it  might  have  been 
a  week  or  two,  or  even  three  weeks,  before  we  could  have  got  on  board  of  her.  Ko  sailing 
vessel,  in  my  opinion,  should  venture  within  six  to  ten  miles  of  this  place;  and  with  the 
wind  eastpnortheast,  north,  or  northwest,  no  ordinary  steamer  should  venture  nearer  than 
from  three  to  five  miles.  I  think  it  one  of  the  most  dangerous  places  I  have  ever  seen  ; 
and  it  puts  one  in  mind  of  Squam  beach  more  than  any  other  place  I  now  remember. 

I  have  now  to  state  to  your  excellency,  with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  the  true  kindness 
with  which  the  captain  aod  crew  had  been  treated.  A  temple  was  given  them,  and  such 
tood  as  the  Japanese  can  afford.  They  had  also  a  guard  of  about  200  men  that  the  sailors 
should  have  the  fullest  protection  and  no  accident  be£all  them  from  the  people. 

As  for  myself  and  the  party,  I  know  not  in  what  terms  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the 
ofi&dals  sent  by  the  government  and  the  chief  officials  of  the  province  when  the  wreck 
occurred,  and  Uie  captain  and  officers,  one  and  all  of  the  ship,  each  vied  with  each  other  in 
administering  to  our  wants.  Wherever  I  went  the  utmost  deference  was  paid  me  by 
officials  and  by  the  people,  and  the  same  deference  and  respect  paid  me  as  to  the  governor 
of  tiie  province. 

Bggs,  chickens,  ducks,  fruit;  rice,  oysters,  sweet  potatoes,  and  fish  were  supplied  us  in 
abondance  and  without  charge. 

I  beg  leave  to  thank  the  civil  and  naval  officers,  one  and  all,  and  the  government,  with 
all  my  heart,  for  their  every  act  of  kindness  to  the  men  and  myself  and  party,  and  beg  to 
ask  your  excellency  to  state  so  to  the  governors  of  foreign  affairs  and  theix  excellencies  the 
ministers  of  state. 

This  proof  of  friendship,  this  demonstration  of  good  faith  to  foreigners,  this  undeniable 
attestation  of  intention  to  fulfil  every  treaty  obligation  and  manifestation  of  their  desire  to 
fulfil  all  the  obligations  of  the  most  enlightened  humanity  will  be  regarded  by  the  whole 
world  as  conclusive  evidence  of  their  desire  to  be  coequal  with  the  other  civilised  powers. 
Indeed,  I  cannot  but  regard  this  act,  as  it  most  assuredly  is,  an  unparalleled  demonstration 
of  the  rapid  advance  this  remarkable  people  and  government  are  making  towards  a  full 
emancipation  from  exdusiveness  which  is  to  place  them  speedily  in  the  front  rank  of  na- 
tions, if  not  to  make  it  and  them  a  Christian  comitry  and  people— a  nation  soon  to  be 
counted  as  among  the  first  and  most  enlightened  of  the  earth. 

Again  requesting  you  to  thank  the  government  and  officers  of  the  ship,  each  and  every 
one  of  them,  for  their  courtesy,  kindness,  and  respect  in  behalf  of  our  oountry  and  for 
myself, 

I  am,  my  dear  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

GEOBGE  a  FI8HEB, 

UnM8taie$Oomul. 

His  Excellency  Qeneral  Robbbt  H.  Pbutv, 

MmiaUr  BtaiierUf  Tedo, 
62  M 
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No.  141.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  December  16,  1862. 

I  have  the  honor  to  thank  your  excellencies  for  the  prompt  and  friendly  eer- 
viceB  of  a  ship-of-war  despatched  by  the  Japanese  government  to  the  scene  of 
the  wreck  of  the  American  ship  Chevalier,  and  for  the  efficient  aid  extended  to 
the  shipwrecked  officers  and  seamen  by  the  officers  of  the  province,  as  well  as 
by  the  officers  from  this  city. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  no  lives  were  lost  on  that  occasion,  and 
that  the  crew  of  the  vessel  have  arrived  in  safety  at  ELanagawa. 

Colonel  Fisher,  the  American  consul,  reports  to  me  that  the  officers  of  the 
ship-of-war  treated  him  with  courtesy  and  kindness  during  the  passage;  that  on 
his  arrival  at  the  wreck  he  found  our  countrymen  most  comfortably  accommo- 
dated and  amply  supplied  with  provisions,  and  the  officers  and  people  of  the 
neighborhood  were  kind  and  friendly. 

It  is  highly  satisfactory  to  learn  that  the  same  friendship  for  my  country, 
which  I  am  happy  to  know  animated  his  Majesty  the  Tycoon  and  your  excel- 
lencies, extaids  so  generally  to  officers  and  people  of  this  empire. 

The  bare  frilfilment  of  treaty  obligations  cannot  of  itself  create  nor  increase 
cordiality  between  nations.  It  is  the  spirit  which  prompts  and  accompaniea 
such  fulfilment  which  gives  character  and  force  to  the  act. 

The  instant  information  given  by  the  Japanese  officers  of  the  wreck,  their 
humane  attentions  in  advance  of  orders  from  Yedo,  the  immediate  despatch  of  a 
vessel-of-war  of  your  excdilencies  bearing  our  consul  to  the  wreck,  and  the 
cordial  and  friendly  feeling  which  marked  the  conduct  of  all  your  officers,  show 
that  higher  and  better,  because  more  humane  and  friendly,  motives  than  the 
desire  to  frdfil  treaty  obligations  influenced  your  excellencies  and  all  your  sub- 
ordinate officers. 

It  would  gratify  me  if  your  excellencies  would  cause  my  thanks  to  be  cos^ 
veyed  to  the  captain  of  the  Tsho-yo-maro  and  to  the  chief  officer  at  Tsh-yonshL 

The  President  of  the  United  States  will  receive  with  great  satisfaction  the 
report  which  it  will  be  my  duty  and  pleasure  to  make  as  a  proof  of  the  present 
and  a  sure  promise  of  the  continued  existence  of  a  spirit  of  friendship  betweea 
the  two  countries  which  will,  whenever  opportunity  o£Eers,  be  manifested  in 
beneficent  acts. 

With  respect  and  esteem, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUTN, 
Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  in  Japa$^ 

Their  Excellencies  Midsuno  Idsumi  No  Kami, 
Itakura  Suwo  No  Kami, 

OOALAWARA  DSUSIO  No  KaMI, 

Ministers  of  Foreign  Affairs,  ifd  ^.,  ^l^.,  Yeio, 


Ligation  ahd  CozrauLATS  Ginvbal  or  Fbaxob  in  Japan, 

DeomAer  2,  18«2. 

Mt  Diak  CoLLiAQui :  Among  the  information  which  reached  me  last  evening  in  regard 
to  the  recent  wrecking  of  an  American  ship  on  the  coast  of  the  province  Hitals,  I  notice 
an  announcement  that  the  Japanese  government,  when  placing  at  your  disposal,  on  the 
30th  of  this  month,  (nltimo,)  the  steamer  which  conveyed  the  consul  of  the  United  States 
to  the  place  of  the  wreck,  deemed  proper  to  take  certain  precautions  indicating  doubt  of 
the  friendly  disposition  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  province  towards  foreigners. 

Though  by  reading  the  last  number  of  the  newspaper,  the  Japan  Herald,  I  learned,  to 
my  great  surprise,  that  Mr.  George  8.  Fisher,  at  a  recent  consular  meeting  on  the  subject 
of  the  wreck  of  the  Dutch  brig  Guinea,  had  thought  proper  to  direct  attacks  against  me, 
which  are  said  to  have  been  rather  sharp,  (I  do  not  yet  know  the  wording  and  the  motives,) 
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yet  I  woQid  not  for  vaoh  a  qneBtion,  the  solntioii  of  which,  if  required,  may  be  arrived  at 
in  the  QBoal  diplomatic  way,  fail  in  the  dntiee  preecribud  to  me  as  well  by  the  cordial  rela- 
tions which  unite  our  respective  govemmentB  as  by  the  feeling  of  solidarity,  which  in  this 
ooontry  should  unite  all  the  members  of  the  great  western  family. 

In  order  thus  to  fulfil  this  duty  in  a  manner  so  as  to  avoid  ah  erroneous  interpretation 
of  the  feeling  inspiring  me  on  this  occasion,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency 
that  I  am  prepared,  in  the  absence  of  a  ship-of-war  of  the  United  States  in  these  waters,  to 
send  to  the  place  of  the  wreck  his  Imperial  Majesty's  ship  the  Duplex  with  the  mission  to 
inquire  into  the  state  of  affairs  on  the  spot,  and  to  assure  the  authorities  and  citizens  of  t^ 
Uidted  StoEtes  of  such  protection  as  they  may  be  In  need  ol 

In  case  your  exceltency  aooept  my  proposition,  I  would  request  you  to  write  a  few  lines 
to  the  consul  of  the  United  States*  for  the  purpose  of  giving  this  agent  to  understand  that 
the  mission  of  the  Duplex  has  no  other  object  than  personal  protection,  and  that  it  should . 
not  be  taken  as  an  intention  of  meddling  in  any  manner  whatever  with  the  special  matter 
of  the  wreck  of  the  American  ship,  a  question  Uie  direction  of  which,  according  to  French 
haf,  pertains  exclusively  to  the  consul  of  the  wrecked  vessel's  nationality. 

I  de^wtched  a  special  messenger  to  your  excellency  In  order  to  receive  more  promptly 
your  answer  and  the  letter  which  the  Duplex,  if  she  has  to  go  to  the  spot,  will  take  to  the 
consul  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the,  honor  to  be,  my  dear  colleague,  your  excellency's  most  obedient,  huml^ 
Bervant,     ^^ 

DUCHESNE  DE  BELLECOURT, 
MinUUr  FlempoUrUiary  of  Framct  tra  Japan, 


ISh,  130.]  LniATioir  of  thb  Uffrrxn  Statm  ih  Japak, 

TtdOf  Deembar^,  1868^8  o'dodep.  m. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  this  hour,  of  your  excellency's  de- 
spatch of  thi9  day,  in  which  you  offer  to  send  his  Imperial  Majesty's  steamer  Duplex  to 
tiie  province  of  Hitals,  where  an  American  ship  has  been  wrecked,  for  t|ie  protection  of 
American  interests,  in  the  absence  of  an  American  ship  of- war,  and  to  render  assistance  te 
the  American  consul  at  Kanagawa,  who  has  gone  to  the  scene  of  this  disaster  in  a  Japanese 
guvemment  steamer,  most  kindly  despatched  for  that  purpose  by  the  government  of  Japan. 
Since  I  have  had  the  honor  to  represent  the  United  States  in  this  empire  your  excellency 
has  embraced  every  opportunity  which  has  offered  to  manifiest  your  friendly  feeling  to  my- 
self personally,  and  to  prove,  by  deeds  as  well  as  words,  that  the  hereditary  friendship  oi 
France  and  the  United  States  continues  sincere  and  strong. 

This  fresh  proof  of  friendship  moves  me  deeply,  and  I  should  at  once  most  thankfully 
accept  your  offer  were  I  not  assured  that  the  mission  of  mercy  on  which  our  consul  has 
gone  will  terminate  peacefhlly.  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  either  the  willingness  or  ability 
of  this  government  to  render  all  needful  assistance  and  protection. 

I  have  for  greater  certainty,  however,  instituted  further  inquiries,  and  shall  have  the 
honor,  early  to-morrow,  to  give  you  their  result. 
Meanwhile  I  avail  myself,  &c. , 

KOBERT  H.  PRUTN, 
JfSnu^  Bmiad  of  tht  United  8tate$  in  Japan, 
His  Excellency  Ducsmni  db  Bulmoubt, 

Bii  In^perial  Majaty*i  Minuter  PlmipaUntiary  m  Jn^pan, 


Ko.  131.]  Ligation  or  thb  UmnD  Statb  m  Jkfks, 

Tedo,  December  2,  1862—10  o'doekp,  m. 
Snt :  I  have  just  had  an  interview  with  a  governor  of  foreign  affairs,  and  he  assures  me  that 
tiie  Japanese  government  have  taken  every  precaution  to  insure  the  safety  of  the  seamen 
and  property  of  the  American  ship  which  has  been  wrecked,  and  that  every  assistance  will 
be  TOidared,  and  all  needful  pxotectloD  given  to  its  crerw  and  our  consul. 

I  avail  myself,  &c  ,  

ROBERT  H.  PRUTN, 
mM»  BemdetU  qf  the  United  8tate$  in  Japan. 
Ws  Excellency  Ddohssni  de  Buliooubt, 

Bu  Imperial  UajeAy*%  MinUter  PlenipaUntkay  m  Japan. 
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Mr.  Fruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  1.]  Legation  of  thb  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  January  10, 1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  infonn  yon  that  while  on  a  Tisit  to  onr  consnl  at  Kanagawa, 
to  pass  the  New  Year  with  him,  I  was  aronsed  from  sleep  on  the  2d  day  of 
Jannary,  at  the  honr  of  3  o'clock  a.  m.|  and  informed  that  two  governors  for 
foreign  affairs  had  been  despatched  from  Yedo  to  make  an  important  communi- 
cation to  the  foreign  ministers.  I  rose  and  had  an  interview  with  Nili,  the 
chief  interpreter,  who  accompanied  them,  and  agreed  upon  an  hour  for  our 
meeting. 

Two  governors  and  an  Ometske  of  equal  rank  called  on  me  at  the  time  ap- 
pointed, and  communicated  the  not  very  agreeable  intelligence  that  the  Goragio 
had  reason  to  believe  that  an  attempt  was  to  be  made  by  srcnita  (meaning  men 
with  pretensions  to  rank,  but  without  means  of  support)  to  murder  the  foreign 
ministers.  That  they  were  scattered  in  bands  of  ten  each,  and  would  be 
watched  by  the  government 

It  is  unfortunately  a  principle  of  Japanese  law  that  arrests  cannot  be  made 
for  a  crime  threatened-Tonly  for  one  accomplished.  The  custom,  therefore,  is 
only  to  watch,  and,  if  the  vigilance  of  the  guards  is  baffled,  the  offence  may  be 
committed. 

I  was  asked,  when  visiting  Yokohama,  to  proceed  by  boat  across  the  hay 
instead  of  by  tiie  tokaido,  (main  road,)  to  whicn  I  readily  assented,  saying,  at 
the  same  time,  that  I  woula  not  have  occasion  to  go  on  the  tokaido,  except  to 
the  ferry,  until  my  return  to  Yedo,  on  the  5th  of  January. 

I  was  then  asked  not  to  return  to  Yedo  by  the  tokaido,  and  was  informed  that 
the  eovemment  would  send  down  a  steamer  to  convey  me  to  the  city. 

The  previous  week,  at  my  Christmas  visit,  I  had  been  asked,  in  retunmg, 
to  take  the  country  road  instead  of  the  tokaido,  as  a  powerful  daimio  was  on 
the  latter  road.  Five  applications  to  this  effect  were  made,  but  as  I  had  been 
deprived  of  sleep  by  a  pain  in  my  face  the  entire  night  before,  and  the  country 
road  was  in  bad  order,  and  also  much  longer  than  the  tokaido,  I  refused  to  go 
except  in  the  usual  way,  which  I  accordingly  did  without  meeting  any  dahnio. 
But  on  this  occasion  the  governors  were  so  much  excited,  and  the  Goragio  had 
felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  adopt  such  mutual  precautions,  that  I  did  not  feel  at 
liberty  to  follow  ray  own  inclinations,  though  I  was  satisfied  that  no  danger 
would  be  incurred  in  using  the  takaido. 

A  large  government  steamer  was  accordingly  sent  down  for  me,  in  which  I 
returned  to  Yedo.  Until  my  departure,  guards  were  sait  each  day  to  guard 
the  route  from  the  consulate  to  the  ferry.  Since  then  I  have  been  repeatedly 
on  the  takaido ;  and  the  government,  I  have  been  informed,  are  entirely  satisfied 
that  the  rumors  were  without  any  foundation. 

The  custom-house  authorities  are  exceedingly  unpopular  with  the  Japanese, 
and  threatening  placards  were  posted  up  to  annoy  and  terrify  them ;  this  ap- 
pears to  have  been  the  sole  cause  of  the  alarm.  It  had  the  effect,  however, 
greatly  to  alarm  the  residents  of  Yokohama,  which  was  guarded  by  a  nighthr 
patrol  of  the  British  and  French  guards  and  the  volunteers  of  the  town,  wh£b 
the  consul  and  his  family,  and  myself  and  son,  were  sleeping  quietly  at  fi^aoa- 
gawa,  under  the  protection  of  a  Japanese  guard,  and  without  any  feeling  of 
insecurity. 

These  reports  have  thoroughly  aroused  the  British  and  French  minkten, 
who  have  miade  vigorous  protests,  and  have  declared  to  me  that  they  regard 
them  as  worse  than  an  attack,  which  might  be  accidental,  while  these  constant 
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romors  of  attacks  are  an  evidence  of  the  weakness  and  inefficiency  of  the  gov- 
eniment.     I  have  thought  the  affair  unworthy  of  any  formal  notice. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRDYN, 

Minister  Resident  at  Japan, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  2.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  January  14,  1863. 

Sir:  The  British  government  have  demanded  ten  thousand  pounds  sterling 
for  the  murder  of  the  two  British  sailors  at  the  legation  in  June  last.  The 
Japanese  government  have  refused  to  pay  the  amomit,  and  offered  to  pay  three 
thousand  doUars  as  a  provision  for  the  families  of  the  deceased. 

In  the  despatch  of  Earl  Russell,  which  was  kindly  shown  me  by  Colonel 
Neale,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  charg6  d'afiB&ires,  it  is  intimated  that  the  amount 
ean  be  assessed  on  the  daimio  whose  retainer  miu^ered  the  sailors.  I  am 
informed  by  the  Japanese  government  that  this  daimio  is  poor,  and  utterly 
unable  to  pay  so  large  a  sum  as  is  claimed,  or  even  a  tenth  part  thereof. 

The  sum  demanded  is  so  large  as  evidently  to  be  intended  as  a  punishment 
of  the  daimio,  instead  of  a  provision  for  the  families  of  the  deceased,  and 
probably  in  ignorance  of  the  position  of  the  parties. 

There  are  daimios  in  Japan  who  have  large  territories  and  princely  incomes ; 
there  are  others  who  are  merely  retainers  of  the  Tycoon  or  other  territorial 
princee. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  case  is  not  disposed  of  in  advance  of  the  claim 
which  may  be  made  for  the  murder  of  Mr.  Richardson,  a  British  merchant,  in 
September,  of  the  particulars  of  which  I  advised  you  in  my  No.  60. 

As  the  party  offending  at  that  time  is  a  relative  of  the  rieh  and  powerf\il 
Prince  of  Satsuma,  the  principle  intended  to  be  enforced  for  the  June  murder 
may  be  made  to  apply  for  the  September  outrage.  As  the  Prince  of  Satsuma 
is  sovereign  of  the  Lew  Chew  group,  which  he  holds  independent  of  the  Japan- 
ese government,  and  from  which  he  derives  arf  income  of  more  than  $200,000 
per  annum,  a  way  for  redress  is  open  without  any  hostile  act  in  Japan. 

The  foreign  community  is  very  much  excited  by  rumors,  on  the  one  hand,  of 
hostility  on  the  part  of  the  Japanese,  and,  on  the  other,  by  preparation  of  redress 
said  to  be  in  progress  by  Great  Britain.  It  was  reported  a  few  days  since  that 
two  British  regiments  were  on  their  way  to  Japan.  This  rumor  had  reached 
the  Japanese  government,  and  I  was  spoken  to  on  the  subject.  The  British 
minister,  in  reply  to  my  inquiry,  informed  me  that  he  had  no  information  on 
the  subject,  and  believed  and  hoped  the  rumor  was  unfounded. 

It  is  now  said,  and  perhaps  with  truth,  that  a  British  fleet  is  shortly  ex- 
pected here.  If  so,  it  is  probably  to  enforce  the  demand  which  may  be  made 
ror  the  murder  of  Mr.  Richardson. 

It  is  proper  that  I  should  make  some  further  remarks  on  this  case.  In  my 
despatch  No.  50  I  informed  you  that  no  provocation  had  been  given  to  the 
retainers  of  Satsuma.  I  have  no  information  now  that  anything  occurred  to 
justify  or  palliate  the  attack  on  any  principle  known  to  our  law.  But  the  usages 
here  are  peculiar ;  and  it  is  possible  that  unconsciously  an  insult  was  offered 
which  would  have  occasioned  the  murder  of  a  retainer  of  another  prince.  Early 
this  month  there  was  a  collision  between  the  retainers  of  two  daimios  on  the, 
tokaido  growing  out  of  some  claim  for  precedence.  -  y— . .,  ^^  ^  ^<^"^ 


982  DIPLOICATIO    0OBBESP<Hn»BKG]Q. 

It  is  known,  however,  that  some  time  before  Hxe  attack  was  made,  Mr.  Mar- 
shall exclaimed  ''For  God's  sake,  Richardson,  do  not  let  ns  have  any  tronblel*' 
To  which  Mr.  Richardson  replied,  "Let  me  alone;  I  have  lived  in  China  four- 
teen years,  and  know  how  to  manage  this  people.'* 

It  is  supposed  that  the  horse  of  one  of  the  party  forced  itself  between  the 
norimon,  in  which  the  karo  or  secretaiy  of  Satsuma  was  seated,  and  the  retainers 
who  marched  as  a  ^oard  beside  it  This  is  regarded  as  an  insult,  which  would 
justify  the  cutting  down  of  any  Japanese  according  to  their  usage. 

It  should  be  said  that  Messrs.  Marshall  and  Clarke  deny  that  any  provocation 
was  given,  while  admitting  that  the  above  remarks  were  made,  which  I  feel  it 
my  duty  to  make  known  to  you,  without  any  disposition,  however,  to  justify  or 
even  palliate  the  outrage. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minister  Resident  in  Japan, 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Pruyn. 


No.  32.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  20,  1863. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  November  20  has  been  received.  The  President  is 
gratified  with  your  success  in  effecting  an  arrangement  with  the  Japanese  gov- 
ernment for  the  reciprocation  of  national,  military,  and  naval  courtesies,  and 
the  satisfaction  is  heightened  by  the  circumstance  that  the  arrangement  has  been 
extended  to  and  embraced  by  the  representatives  of  the  other  treaty  powers 
residing  in  Japan. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  been  informed  of  the  arrangement,  and  also 
of  your  desire  that  the  Wyoming  may  be  ordered  to  return  to  Japan  in  the 
spring. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Robert  H.  Pruyn,  Esq.,  ifc.,  ifc,,  Yedo. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  8.]  Legation  op  the  Uniteo  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  January  27,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatches.  No. 
24,  of  September  25,  and  No.  25,  of  September  29  last. 

I  received  with  great  gratification  the  information  that  the  President  is  satis- 
fied "  that  my  proceedings  have  been,  in  all  respects,  the  best  that  could  have 
been  adopted  to  co-operate  with  and  sustain  the  British  legation,  and  to  bring 
the  government  of  the  Tycoon  to  a  just  sense  of  this  new  outrage,  and  of  &o 
danger  which  it  brings  on  the  empire." 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  enclosure  No.  1,  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  min- 
isters of  foreign  affidrs,  agreeably  to  your  instructions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minister  Resident  in  Japan. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ,  GooqIp 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  -  gtize    y  g 
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Ko.  1. 

Mr.  Pfuyn  to  the  ministers  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

YedOf  January  27,  1863. 

I  Lave  the  honor  to  inform  your  exGelle&cies  that  the  Preaident  of  the  United 
States  has  been  pleased  to  approve  of  all  my  proceedings  on  the  occasion  at  the 
attack  on  the  British  legation  in  June  last 

I  have  been  instracted  to  inform  jour  excellencies  that  the  President  received 
the  information  of  the  assassination  of  the  two  British  sailors  with  profonnd 
emotion,  and  that  while  the  United  States  will  hereafter,  as  heretofore,  prove 
themselves  a  generous  friend,  jet  that  the  safety  of  all  representatives,  citizens, 
and  subjects  of  all  the  treaty  powers  must  and  will  be  insisted  upon  as  an  indis- 
pensable condition  of  the  continuance  of  the  relations  between  the  United  States 
and  Japan,  which  have  been  so  happily  established. 

The  President  has  derived  much  satisfaction  from  the  reply  of  the  ministers 
of  foreign  affairs  to  the  letters  which  I  had  the  honor  to  adoress  to  them  on  that 
occasion,  and  has  expressed  a  hope  that  the  government  of  his  Majesty  the 
Tycoon  will  practice  such  diligence  in  bringing  all  persons  connected  with  the 
transaction  to  condign  punishment,  as  will  give  assurance  to  the  British  govern- 
ment and  to  the  treaty  powers  that  the  rights  and  safety  of  foreigners  in  Jap^ 
will  hereafter  be  inviolably  protected. 

It  has  afforded  me  sincere  pleasure  to  be  able  to  inform  the  President  that  I 
am  satisfied  that  the  Japanese  government  is  sincerely  desirous  of  extending 
this  protection,  and  of  securing  to  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  treaty  powers 
all  the  rights  conferred  upon  them  by  treaty. 

The  cultivation  of  this  feeling  of  good  will,  and  the  &ithfnl  observance  of  their 
reciprocal  obligations  by  Japan  and  all  the  powers  with  which  treaties  have  been 
made,  not  in  a  narrow  spirit,  constantly  asking  how  much  can  be  withheld,  but 
in  an  enlarged  spirit  of  libeiality,  which  shall  ever  ask  how  much  can  with  pro- 
priety be  done,  will  result  in  great  advantage  to  Japan  and  the  world.  And  I 
mdulge  the  hope  that  the  friendship  which  now  animates  all  these*governments 
will  be  greatly  increased  and  be  perpetual. 
With  respect  and  esteem, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN,  8fc.,  ^r:.,  ^.,  Japan. 

Their  Excdlencies  Midsuno  Iosumi  No  Kami, 
Itakcra  Suwo  No  Kami, 
Ogalawara  Dlusio  No  Kami, 

Ministers  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Yedo, 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Mr.  Pruyn. 

No.  33.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  January  31,  1863. 

Sir:  Tour  despatch  of  September  16  (No.  48)  has  been  received,  and 'read 
with  deep  interest. 

The  President  does  not  fail  to  observe  that  some  of  the  agents  of  some  others 
of  the  treaty  powers  pursue,  in  their  intercourse  with  the  Japanese,  a  course 
more  energetic,  if  not  more  vigorous,  than  that  which  you  have  followed  under 
the  instructions  of  Uiis  department.  He,  nevertheless,  approves  your  decision 
to  persevere  in  your  past  course,  which,  so  fea  at  least,  has  attained  all  desired 
objects,  while  it  se^ns  to  have  inspired  the  Japanese  authorities  with  sentiments 
of  respect  and  friendship  towards  the  United  States. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


Robert  H.  Pruyn,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  Yedo. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARILyTp 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pruyn. 

No.  35.J  Department  of  State 

WcuAingtan,  January  31»  1863L 

Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  September  10  (No.  47)  has  been  received.  The  let- 
ter, of  which  it  encloses  a  translation,  received  bj  you  firom  their  excellendei 
the  ministers  of  foreign  affairs,  communicating  the  result  of  the  investigfttions 
instituted  concerning  the  recent  attack  at  the  British  legation,  and  the  punish- 
ment inflicted  upon  those  judged  derelict  of  duty,  has  been  read  with  interest  by 
the  President,  who  hopes  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Japanese  government,  in 
this  painful  transaction,  may  be  satisfactory  to  the  British  government,  and  tend 
to  increase  the  confidence  of  the.  representatives  of  the  treaty  powers  in  the 
disposition  of  the  Japanese  authorities  to  prevent  by  all  the  means  in  their 
power  the  repetition  of  such  attacks  as  that  recently  made  upon  the  temporary 
residence  of  the  British  envoy. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Robert  H.  Pruyn,  Esq.,  ifc.,  Sfc.,  Yedo. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Setoard. 


No.  10.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedot  February  16,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  31st  ultimo  I  was  waited 
on  by  two  governors  for  foreign  affsurs,  who  informed  me  thev  had  a  confiden* 
tial  communication  to  make,  and  that  for  that  purpose  they  nad  come  without 
secretaries  and  attendants. 

They  stated  that  they  had  already  made  the  communication  to  the  Britidi 
and  French  ministers  at  Yokohama,  and  apologized  for  not  having  made  it  first 
to  me  in  Yedo ;  but  they  had  gone  to  Yokohama  first,  as  they  had  heard  that 
the  French  minister  contemplated  visiting  Yedo. 

They  proceeded  to  say  that,  at  the  time  the  treaties  were  made,  there  had 
been  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  Mikado  and  people;  that  public  feeling  had 
been  quieted,  and  it  was  hoped  that  the  unfriendly  feeling  would  be  entirely 
removed ;  but  that  recently  the  Mikado  had  been  influenced  by  two  daimios 
unfriendly  to  foreign  intercourse,  (the  Princes  of  Satsuma  and  Nagato,)  to  ask 
the  Tycoon's  government  to  close  the  port  of  Eanagawa.  That  the  Tycoon 
had  appointed  Stotsebali  (one  of  the  imperial  fiimily)  as  ambassador  to  the 
Mikado;  and  that  the  representations  he  would  make,  and  which  would  be  fol- 
lowed up  by  the  Tycoon,  on  his  visit  in  March,  would  remove  these  prejudices 
from  the  mind  of  the  Mikado,  and  defeat  the  machinations  of  the  daimios  re- 
ferred to.  That  these  daimios  had  made  themselves  amenable  to  punishment, 
but  that  this  might  lead  to  a  civil  war,  which  it  was  desirable  to  avoid,  as  peace 
had  now  prevailed  for  two  hundred  years.  They  said  that  there  was  great  danger 
of  a  civil  war;  and  asked,  in  the  event  of  its  occurrence,  what  would  be  the 
feeling  and  action  of  the  United  States. 

To  this  1  replied  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  would,  of  course, 
be  deeply  interested  in  such  a  struggle,  and  that  all  the  moral  support  it  could 
render,  and  all  material  support  which  would  be  justified  by  international  law, 
would  doubtless  be  gi^en ;  and  that  it  was  my  opinion  that,  if  called  on  by  the 
government  of  the  Tycoon  for  aid,  all  the  treaty-powers  would  be  justified  in 

fiving  it,  in  self-defence,  and  would  give  it  if,  as  was  said,  the  object  of  the 
ostile  daimios  was  to  drive  out  foreigners.  The  governors  replied  that  they 
supposed  the  United  States  and  Russia  would  have  this  disposition,  but  feared 
England  and  France  might  act  contrary.  ^  I 
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They  then  proceeded  to  saj  that  I  had  probably  heard  that  Audo  Tsusima 
No  Kami  (the  minister  referred  to  in  Mr.  Harris's  despatch  No.  9,  and  in  my 
despatch  No.  22,  both  of  1862)  had  been  punished.  I  replied  in  the  affirma- 
tive. They  said  he  had  been  depriyed  of  property,  by  way  of  fine,  to  the  valne 
of  20,000  kok  of  rice  (5,000,000  pounds)  per  annunu  That,  among  other 
ofibnces  he  had  appropriated,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Tycoon,  Groten- 
Tama  for  the  use  of  the  legations,  and  that  great  offence  had  been  dven  to  the 
hostile  daimioe  and  the  people  by  reason  of  that,  as  those  grounas  had  been 
used  for  a  ereat  number  of  years  as  a  place  of  pleasure  resort  That  the  Tycoon 
would  be  Me  to  remove  all  other  causes  of  difficulty ;  but  he  did  not  know 
what  excuse  to  give  for  this  appropriation  of  GU)ten-x ama,  and  if  the  different 
ministers  were  willing  to  accept  another  location,  that  it  would  relieve  the  gov^ 
emment  from  great  trouble. 

To  this  I  replied  I  had  no  particular  preference  for  Groten-Tama,  and  would 
very  williogly  accept  any  location  equally  convenient  and  pleasant.  They 
asked  whether  I  was  willing  to  write  a  letter  to  that  effect  I  replied  that  1 
had  purposed  to  call  the  attention  of  the  government  to  improvements  it  had 

I>romised  and  neglected  to  make  at  Groten^ama,  and  that  I  would  close  my 
etter  by  giving  my  views  as  to  the  sdection  of  another  location. 

I  then  suggested  that,  as  the  buildings  for  the  British  legation  were  nearly 
completed,  it  might  be  more  difficult  for  the  British  minister  to  consent  to  a 
change ;  but  that,  if  made  at  all,  it  was  manifestly  proper  that  a  better  location 
should  be  offered,  as  otherwise  it  might  appear  as  if  Goten-Yama  were  eiven  up 
because  of  threats  which  I  had  hei^.  (The  people  of  Yedo  were  understood 
to  object  to  Goten-Yama  being  given  to  the  foreign  legations,  in  consequence  of 
being  deprived  of  pleasure  grounds ;  and  it  is  said  that  it  was  a  common  remark, 
"  The  British  have  our  plum-garden,  but  the  blossoms  will  be  red.'*  Some  of 
the  daimios  were  violently  opposed  to  the  concession,  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
the  most  commanding  position  in  the  vicinity  of  Yedo,  which  is  true.  The  hill 
eompletel^  commands  the  five  forts  and  the  road  to  the  city.) 

They  said  the  British  minister  had  informed  them  that  ne  had  no  authority 
to  act  in  the  matter,  as  Mr.  Alcock,  who  had  made  the  selection,  was  on  his 
return  to  his  post ;  but  that  the  French  minister  made  no  objection  to  a  change. 
I  replied  that  I  understood  that  the  grounds  occupied  by  the  British  legation 
were  those  which  had  been  formerly  used  by  the  people,  and  which  it  was 
desired  should  be  given  up ;  and  that,  though  no  objections  could  be  made  to 
the  use  of  the  part  selected  for  the  American  legation,  yet  as  it  was  desirable 
that  all  the  ministeiB  should  occupy  contiguous  grounds,  I  was  wUling  to  sur- 
render that  site. 

I  fortunately  addressed  a  letter  to  the  ministers,  of  which  I  enclose  copy, 
(enclosure  No.  1.)  That  evening,  as  at  two  o'clock  of  the  next  morning,  the 
British  legation  buildmgs  at  Goten-Yama  were  destroyed  by  fire.  I  immedi- 
ately sent  an  officer  to  inauire  into  the  circumstances,  and  at  once  informed  the 
British  mmister  of  the  destruction  of  the  buildings— evidently  the  work  of 
incendiaries.  In  the  evening  I  received  a  letter  from  the  ministers,  of  which  I 
enclose  translation,  (enclosure  No.  2,)  and  was  also  waited  upon  by  a  governor 
for  foreign  affairs,  who  gave  me  an  account  of  the  situation  of  the  premises  when 
the  fire  was  first  discovered,  and  that  candles  had  been  found ;  that  the  fire  was 
set  in  different  places  at  the  same  time,  and  other  particulars,  confirming  my 
opinion  that  the  premises  had  been  fired. 

On  this  occasion  it  was  suggested  that  my  residence  in  Yedo  was  not  very 
pleasant ;  that  I  had  not  the  same  freedom  of  movement  as  I  would  have  at 
Yokohama ;  that  it  might  be  pleasant  for  me  to  have  a  residence  tha^,  occa- 
sionally visiting  Yedo ;  that  as  my  expenses  would  be  much  increased  by  reason 
thereof,  the  government  would  be  willing  to  provide  for  the  same.  I  asked 
whether  the  ministers  of  foreign  affiurs  had  dii^cted  him  to  £ro]gose  a^ange  of 
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vesidence,  to  wladi  be  replied  he  had  done  it  on  his  ownTespoosibffilr.  I  Atea 
said  I  bad  not  con»e  to  Japan  for  my  pkaimre ;  that  I  had  refused  to  leave  Yede 
when  the  other  ministers  did,  beeaase  I  had  supposed  I  would  serve  mj  own 
eonntrj,  and  Japan  ako,  by  remaining ;  that  when  I  could  render  snch  service 
better  bj  departing  than  07  remaining,  I  was  willing  to  converse  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  but  that  such  time  had  not  arrived,  and,  in  my  judgment,  was  not  likely 
to  arrive. 

1  have  no  doubt  the  government  would  be  fAeased  to  have  me,  if  only  in 
appearance,  reside  at  Yokohama,  as  then,  at  the  great  meeting  which  is  soon  ts 
take  place  at  Kioto  (Miako)  between  the  Tycoon  and  the  Musado,  it  would  be 
possible  to  say,  with  some  appearance  of  truth  at  least,  that  no  foreigners  resided 
at  Yedo. 

As  I  had  been  furnished  with  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  oopy  of  a  letter  inm 
the  Mikado  to  the  Tycoon,  I  gave  the  Japanese  version  to  the  governor,  request- 
ing him  to  show  it  to  the  ministers,  and  ask  them  to  inform  me  if  it  was  genuine. 
I  enclose  translation,  (enclosure  No.  3.)  It  was  returned  to  me  with  a  message 
diat  it  was  substantiaJly  correct,  althoueh  there  were  a  few  errors  in  it.  I 
immediately  addressed  a  letter  to  the  mmisters,  saying  I  had  reo^ved  tlieir 
reply ;  and  as  it  became  my  duty  to  forward  a  copy  to  ^e  President*  I  should 
be  pk»6ed  to  be  furnished  with  a  version  which  would  be  perfectly  accurate.  A 
govemcMT  for  foreign  affairs  waited  on  me  the  next  day,  and,  in  the  name  of  the 
ministers,  requested  me  to  withdraw  my  letter,  as  it  waQ  impossible,  under  their 
laws  and  usages,  to  give  me  a  copy ;  that  I  had  obtained  one  without  their  pro* 
curement,  and  that  it  was  sufficiently  correct.  They  begged  me  not  to  regnd 
this  refusal  as  un£riendly.  As  I  complied  with  their  request,  and  withdrew  the 
letter,  I  do  not  send  a  copy. 

You  will  perceive  that  the  letter  of  the  Mikado  is  highly  important.  I  have 
given  the  mmisters  of  Great  Britain  and  France  copies. 

My  opinion  is  that  the  Tycoon  has  sufficient  power  to  maintain  his  position^ 
even  a^iinst  the  Mikado.  The  minister  of  France  is  of  a  different  opinion,  and 
many  Japanese  as  well  as  foreigners  are  confident  the  Tycoon  will  never  return 
to  Yedo,  out  will  be  virtually  deposed.  While  I  do  not  concur  in  this  opinion* 
it  is  evident  that  a  crisis  is  approaching  which  will  soon  determine  whether  the 
great  revdution  which  has  been  commenced  in  Japan  shall  be  permitted  to 
progress  and  to  be  bloodless.  I  trust  that  such  will  be  the  result.  If  so,  it  will 
be  one  of  the  most  marvellous  changes  which  history  records. 

The  relations  of  the  minister  of  ^ance  with  this  government,  I  regret  to  say* 
are  not  entirely  friendly.  On  the  occasion  of  his  visit  to  Yedo,  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  he  came  up  in  his  Imperial  Majesty's  steamer  Duplex,  so  as  to  allow 
her  officers  to  visit  Yedo.  It  was  urged  by  a  governor  of  foreign  affaire  tliat 
they  should  not  do  this,  and  the  minister  was  requested  not  to  return  by  the 
tokaido,  as  he  proposed  to  do,  as  it  was  feared  danger  might  be  incurred.  He 
has  informed  me  that  on  his  expressing  surprise  at  the  request  and  warning,  as 
I  was  residing  tranquilly  in  Yedo,  and  my  guests  were  f^ly  visiting  every  part 
of  the  city,  he  was  told  that  there  were  many  people  who  made  a  distinction 
between  the  Americans  and  the  British  and  French ;  and  on  his  asking  the  rea- 
son, it  was  replied,  because  the  British  and  French  had  so  many  men  of  ^^^ur  in 
Japan.    I  presume  the  guards  were  referred  to. 

The  French  minister  said  if  the  tokaido  (main  road)  was  not  safe,  he  would 
land  two  hundred  men  from  the  frigate  to  act  as  his  guard.  He  left  here  with 
his  usual  French  and  Japanese  euud. 

A  few  days  thereafter  I  had  business  at  Yokohama,  and  on  its  being  repro- 
sented  that  many  daimios  were  that  day  on  the  tokaido,  I  accepted  the  offnr  of 
a  Japanese  war  steamer  to  go  down  in;  but  I  returned  on  the  tokaido,  and 
have  gone  down  on  it  and  returned  twice,  on  two  occasions  passing  throufh 
large  trains  armed  in  part  with  muskets,  with  entirfL, fafe^,  asd.  wiUiout  && 
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Bli^teet  eyicknce  <d  nnfrieiidlj'fediBg.    Wliile  paMing  thffoiig)i  oae  <rf  Hiese 
tnins  I  heard  some  of  the  officers  saj  it  was  the  American  miniater. 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  rery  reapectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  H.  PRUYN, 
Minister  Resident  in  Japan. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washingt&n. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Ministers  for  Foreign  Affairs, 

{Kodostire  No.  1.] 

United  States  Legation  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  January  31,  1863. 

I  desire  to  call  jonr  attention  to  the  improvement  of  the  gronnds  selected  for 
the  American  legation  at  €U)ten-Yama.  Tree^  and  shrabberj  were  to  have  been 
pot  ont  last  year,  which  has  not  been  done.  These  improvements  should  be 
made  without  any  delay. 

On  my  arrival  in  Japan,  when  I  learned  that  Goten-Yama  had  been  selected 
for  the  dwellings  of  the  different  legations,  I  also  learned  that  a  portion  of  it 
had  been  used  mr  many  years  as  pleasure  grounds  for  the  people,  and  that  con- 
siderable feeling  had  arisen  in  consequence  of  their  being  deprived  of  their  use. 

I  am  sure  that  the  treaties  which  have  been  made  wiUi  the  different  govern- 
ments will  result  in  great  good  to  Japan.  These  governments  have  not  for  mere 
selfish  purposes  desired  access  to  this  empire,  but  because  they  felt  that  the 
establishment  of  friendly  relations  with  them  would  lead  to  great  mutual  benefits. 
It  is  not  to  be  sapposed  that  all  the  subjects  of  his  Majesty  the  Tycoon  will  at 
once  see  that  such  will  be  the  result.  It  is  natural  that  some  should  even  yet 
QBtertain  great  doubts,  even  if  they  do  not  go  to  the  extent  of  opposing  the  trade 
widi  foreigners,  not  recognizing  Uie  truth  diat  in  this  period  of  the  world's  his- 
toiy  a  change  to  the  old  state  of  things  in  Japan  would  be  impossible.  So  far, 
however,  as  the  United  States  is  concerned,  it  is  desired  that  no  rights  or  even 
Measures  shall  be  needlessly  interfered  with,  and  I  wish  to  say»  to  your  excel- 
lencies that  if  there  be  any  reason  why  another  location  than  Groten-Yama  would 
be  preferred,  and  one  as  favorable  for  the  United  States  can  be  chosen,  I  am  not 
only  willing  that  a  change  should  be  made,  but  would,  indeed,  prefer  another 
■lie.  I  do  not  wkh  that  &e  American  flag  shall  ever  be  regarded  as  an  emUem 
of  hostility,  either  by  the  people  or  goremment  of  Japan,  but  only  as  an  emblem 
of  fnendsnip  and  good  will. 

With  respect  and  esteem, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 
Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  in  Japan* 

Their  Excellencies  the  Ministers  for  Foreign  Affairs,  ^.,  Sgc,,  Sfc,,  Yedo, 


The  Japanese  Ministers  to  Mr,  Pruyn. 

[Endosiire  No.  2. — ^Translation.] 

We  have  to  state  to  your  excellency  that  this  morning,  past  2  o'clock,  the 
&iftiBh  legation  constructed  on  the  heights  of  Sinegarva  was  found  to  be  on  fire 
•0  suddenly  that  it  could  not  be  protected,  as  was  immediately  stated  to  you  by 
a  governor  of  foreign  affedrs. 

And  we  are  astonished  and  regret  the  more,  as  we  have  heard  that  this  is  not 
owing  to  any  mistake  of  those  who  are  on  duty  there.    Of  whi^fy^Wye^hftreutQ. 
inform  yon. 
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With  respect  and  esteem,  tlie  12th  day  of  the  12th  month  of  the  2d  year  of 
Bonkin,  (the  Ist  of  Febroaiy,  1863.) 

MIDOSENO  ID8UMI  NO  KAMI. 
ITAKURA  8DW0  NO  KAMI. 
0GA8AWARA  DSU8I0  NO  KAMI. 
His  Excellency  Bobbrt  H.  Pbuyn, 

Minuter  Resident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Spc. 


[Enclociire  No.  3.— Translation  ] 

What  ought  to  be  dode  to  sweep  away  the  foreign  barbarians  f 

From  ancient  times  until  now  the  heart  of  the  Mikado  has  not  at  all  changed.  The 
Willow  Palace  (Taicoon)  has  also  respected  the  imperial  will,  in  changing  and  improring 
its  ways,  and  executing  new  methods  of  government.  Hence,  the  Mikado's  feelings  have 
not  been  painfully  disturbed. 

But  at  tlie  present  time  there  Is  no  unanimous  decision  req)ecting  the  banishment  of 
foreign  Iwirbarians,  and,  therefore,  the  minds  of  the  people  cannot  be  united.  This  afEocte 
the  heart  of  the  Mikado  (Sublime  Porte,)  and  he  commands  the  Willow  Palace  (Taicoon) 
persistently  to  determine  that  the  foreign  barbarians  shall  be  swept  out  of  the  coantry. 
He  must,  without  delay,  notify  all  the  daimios ;  and  it  is  his  duty  to  devise  the  best 
stratagem,  and  speedily,  as  commander-in-chief,  to  carry  out  the  deliberations  of  the 
whole,  and  execute  their  just  and  patriotic  decision.  Let  him  fix  upon  a  period  for  catting 
off  the  ugly  barbarians  (from  the  country.)  The  Emperor  commands  that  a  rep(»t  (of 
rssolts)  be  nude  to  his  Imperial  Majesty. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pruyn. 

No.  38.]  Dbfartmbnt  op  State, 

Washimgtan,  April  4,  1863. 

8iB:  Your  despatch  No.  63,  dated  the  16th  of  December  la«t,  waa  duly  re- 
ceived. It  relates  exclusivelj  to  the  loss,  and  the  circumstances  which  attended 
it,  of  the  American  barli  Chevalier,  on  the  east  coast  of  Japan,  in  the  province 
of  Hilato,  and  is  accompanied  bv  a  copy  of  a  report  made  to  70a  by  the  consul 
at  Kanagawa,  giving  a  detailed  account  of  the  shipwreck ;  of  your  letter  of 
thanks  to  the  ministers  of  foreign  a£Geiirs,  and  by  a  translation  of  an  official  letter 
addressed  to  you  by  the  minister  of  France  at  Yedo,  with  copies  of  your  replies 
to  the  same. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  your  proceedings,  in  connexion  with  this 
disaster,  are  fully  approved,  and  to  request  you,  upon  the  receipt  of  this  instruc- 
tion, to  address  a  communication  to  their  ezceUencies  the  ministers  of  forein 
a&irs  expressive  of  the  profound  satisfiaiction  with  which  the  President  and  people 
of  the  United  States  have  received  intelligence  of  the  generous,  humane,  and  effi- 
cient services  rendered  to  the  shipwrecked  officers  and  seamen  of  the  Chevalier 
by  the  officers  of  the  province,  as  well  as  by  those  on  board  the  gunboat  Cho- 
yo-maroo,  which  the  Japanese  government  so  promptlv  despatched  to  the  scene  of 
the  wreck.  It  is  by  such  acts  that  nations  are  hound  more  closely  together  diaa 
they  can  ever  be  by  mere  ties  of  interest;  and  you  will  assure  their  excellencies 
that  this  manifestation  on  the  part  of  the  Japanese  government  and  people,  of  a 
desire  not  merely  to  fulfil  their  treaty  obligations  to  the  United  States,  but  to 
increase  and  perpetuate  the  cordial  good  will  and  friendly  relations  between  the 
two  countries,  is  accepted  by  the  President  as  a  sure  indication  that  nothmg  wiH 
ever  arise  to  disturb  the  firm  firiendship  existing  between  the  United  States  and 
Japan.  You  will  also  infi)rm  their  exceUencies  that  the  President  has  directed 
certain  presents  to  be  sent  to  the  principal  officers  of  the  Japanese  ship-of-waft 
and  those  of  the  neighborhood  where  the  clisaster  took  place,  in  recognition  of  titeir 
noble  and  humane  services.  These  testimonials  will  be  forwarded  to  yon  for 
distribution,  and  wUl  soon  be  on  their  way.  ,;^^h  k.,  C^ooalr 

In  complying  with  the  foregoing  instructions  you  will  not  fail  also  to  thank 
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Hr.  Bdleconri,  in  tlie  name  of  your  govenunent,  fo^  his  prompt  offer  to  send  to 
the  place  of  the  wreck  of  the  Chevalier  his  Imperial  Majesty's  ship  the  Duplex 
for  the  purpose  of  affording  protection  and  assistance  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States. 

I  am»  sir,  jour  obedient  senrant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SfcWAED. 
BoBBRT  £L  Pruyn»  Esq.,  ifc.f  Sfc^  Yedo. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  15.]  Legation  op  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  April  10, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Neale,  her 
Britannic  Majesty's  charg^  d'affaires,  read  me  a  communication  a  few  days  since, 
while  I  was  on  a  short  visit  to  Yokohama,  which  he  was  about  sending  to  the 
Japanese  government,  agreeably  to  the  instructions  of  Earl  Russell,  in  which 
he  makes  a  peremptory  demand  on  this  government,  "which  is  not  to  be  modi- 
fied, delayed,  or  even  discussed,"  but  to  be  met  within  twenty  days  of  the  6t& 
instant. 

For  the  murder  of  the  British  sailors  in  June  last  at  the  British  legation  the 

^  sum  of  c£  10,0 00  is  again  demanded;   for  the  murder  of  Mr.  Bichardson  and 

the  wounding  of  his  companions  on  the  tokaido  in  September  last,  an  apology 

is  demanded  from  this  government,  and  also  the  payment  of  d£l 00,000.  sterling. 

At  the  same  time  a  frigate  is  to  be  sent  to  the  territory  of  the  Prince  of 
Satsuma  (about  sixty  miles  from  Nagasaki,)  with  a  demand  for  the  payment  by 
him  of  the  sum  of  dC25,000,  and  that  the  chief  murderers  of  Mr.  Eichardson 
shall  be  executed  in  the  presence  of  a  British  officer. 

A  British  fleet  of  twelve  ships-of-war,  under  command  of  Bear- Admiral 
Eaper,  is  to  enforce  thie^  demand ;  the  measures  to  be  adopted  are  not  yet  deter« 
mined  on,  but  a  blockade  or  some  other  measures,  short  of  hostilities,  is  first  to 
be  resorted  to. 

As  the  Tycoon  and  all  the  ministers  of  fordgn  afiiEurs  are  now  en  route  for 
Kioto,  and  me  two  other  members  of  the  Gorogid  are  now  in  charge  of  the  de- 
partment of  foreign  affairs,  I  urged  the  British  minister  to  extend  the  time  noted 
by  him,  which  he  said  he  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  do,  as  he  had  already,  in 
consequence  of  their  absence,  extended  the  time  ten  days ;  that  he  had  before 
they  left  Yedo  sent  a  note  advising  the  ministers  of  foreign  affairs  that  he  was 
en^iged  in  preparing  an  important  despatch  which  would  require  the  presence 
ofnis  Majesty  the  Tycoon  and  the  ministers  of  foreign  affiurs  at  Yedo;  but 
they  had  replied,  that  their  norrinons  (sedan  chairs)  were  already  prepared  and 
part  of  their  train  had  already  started,  and  they  could  not  postpone  their 
journey. 

I  have  been  informed  by  a  minister  of  foreign  affairs  that  a  messenger  bad 
been  despatched  after,  the  Tycoon  and  ministers  of  foreign  aff&iH,  with  a  com- 
nmnication  informing  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  demands. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  demand  should  have  reached  here  at  this  par- 
ticular juncture.  It  is  well  known  that  the  Tycoon  has  been  summoned  to 
Kioto  by  the  Mikado;  that  all  the  great  daimios  will  shortly  assemble  there, 
and  that  the  Mikado  has  been  influenced  to  regard  the  treaties  with  displeasure. 
At  this  n^eeting,  and  within  a  few  days,  the  foreign  policy  of  this  government 
will  probably-  be  determined,  and  I  fear  that  this  demand  of  the  British  at  this 
time  will  weaken  the  influence  of  the  Tycoon  and  his  supporters,  and  inflame 
the  passions,  and  increase  the  influence,  and  add  to  the  number  of  daimios 
opposed  to  foreign  t«de.  ^,  ^  ^^  ^^  GoOglc 
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I  am  at  present  isdhied  to  believe  i^at  tbe  moner  will  be  paid ;  the  murderers 
may  not  be  executed,  er,  if  it  is  intended  to  conclude  only  those  actuallY  engaged 
in  tbe  commission  of  die  crime,  and  not  the  secretly  (some  saj  the  father, 
and  others  the  uncle)  of  Satsuma  who  gave  the  orders,  some  persons  maj  be 
found  and  put  to  death  to  personate  the  offenders;  I  do  not,  tiierefore,  anticipate 
immediate  oostilides,  but  it  is  impossible  to  conjecture  what  may  eventually 
happen. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  act  in  such  a  manner  as  to  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
President,  remembering,  on  the  one  hand,  our  friendly  relations  with  this  gov- 
ernment, and,  on  the  ouier  hand,  your  instructions  as  to  the  necessity  of  harmo- 
nious relations  with  the  treaty  powers,  and  our  identity  of  interest,  and  at  the 
same  time  your  circular  letter  to  the  treaty  powers. 

Should  any  collision  take  place,  it  is  possible  no  distinction  between  the  dif- 
ferent nationalities  will  be  made  by  this  government  or  people. 

I  can  only  hope  that  peaceM  relations  with  all  the  treaty  powers  will  continue^ 
and  that  war  and  bloodshed  may  be  avoided. 

I  sent  letters,  some  days  since,  to  Captain  McDougal,  of  the  Wyoming,  ad- 
vising him  of  the  condition  of  affairs,  and  asking  his  presence  at  as  early  a  day 
as  consistent  with  duty. 

The  requirements  for  home  service  have  prevented  my  asking  that  other 
vessels  be  sent  to  these  seas.  As  soon  as  tney  can  be  spared,  I  doubt  not  a 
considerable  fleet  wiU  be  ordered  here  by  the  President.  Small  steamers  will 
be  most  serviceable. 

I  shall  continue  my  solitary  residence  here  as  long  as  possible,  and  until 
forced  to  leave. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  No.  1,  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  the 
British  minister,  and  No.  2,  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  me  to  our  consul  at 
Kanagawa.  I  addressed  similar  letters  to  our  consul  at  Nagasaki,  and  commer- 
cial agent  at  Hakodadi. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 
Minuter  Resident  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Japan. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


No.  40.]  LiQATioir  of  tub  Uiiitid  StAns  or  Japah, 

Sot :  I  luwre  the  honor  to  eodoM,  for  the  inforinatioii  of  ycmnelf  and  the  dtisens  of  the 
United  States  within  year  oonaulate,  a  copy  of  a  oommnnka^on  which  has  been  addreoed 
to  me  by  her  Britannic  Majesty's  chargd  d'affaires. 

Yon  will  perceive  that  it  is  quite  possible  that,  at  the  expiration  of  the  twenty  days  fixed 
by  the  British  govern  ment  for  a  reply  to  its  demands,  proceedings  may  be  adopted  whidi 
may  possibly  lead  to  hostilities,  affecting  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  all  the  treaty  powers. 

It  would  be  useless  to  attempt,  because  impossible,  to  form  any  opinion  as  to  the  coarse 
the  Japanese  government  may  pursue.  It  is  suffident  to  say  that  the  short  time  allowed 
for  the  settlement  of  the  grave  questions  [resented,  in  the  absence  of  his  Blajesty  the  Tycoon 
and  all  the  ministers  of  foreign  affairs,  now  en  route  for  Kioto,  which  place  it  is  said  they 
will  not  roach  within  ten  days  from  this  time,  may  make  it  impossible  to  comply  wiUi  its 
demands. 

-  At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  I  consider  it  necessary  only  to  recommend  that  dilnns 
of  the  United  States  purrae  thdr  business  as  usual,  avoiding  exdtement,  sacrifice  of  prop- 
erty, and  all  exposure  to  danger. 

Their  position,  until  otherwise  determined  by  the  action  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  or  by  hostile  acts  of  the  Japanese  government  or  people,  which  are  not  appr^tended, 
must  be  that  of  entire  neutrality. 

I  am  in  the  daily  expectation  of  seeing  one  or  knore  of  our  national  vessels  at  the  port  of 
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Fat  greater  8eeiui((jr»  I  reoomiaend  tlutt  the  dtlnne  of  the  United  States  shall  hare  aa 
organisation,  whidi  may  enable  them  to  act  in  concert.  They  will  readily  peroeiye  that 
for  the  present  it  is  proper  that  this  organization  shall  be  confined  to  oar  own  nationality. 
Ton  will  not  understand  this  snggestion  as  indicating  that  our  interests  are  distinct  from 
those  of  the  other  treaty  powers.  Even  if  so  inclined,  the  United  States  may  not  be  able 
to  separate  them.  But  thus  far  nothing  has  disturbed  the  peaceM  relations  between  the 
goTemment  of  the  United  States  and  that  of  Japan,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  nothing  will 
change  those  relations. 

I  shall  continue  my  residence  in  Yedo,  and,  from  time  to  time,  give  you  such  informatioQ 
88  may  be  necessary  for  your  guidance  and  that  of  our  citisens. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  

ROBERT  H.  PRUTN, 
^Mmider  Bendeni  qf  the  VniUd Statet  m  Japm,  ifc.,  4^.,  ifc, 
OiORQB  S.  FisHm,  Esq., 

Ammean  Oonmd^  K<magm»a,  Japan, 


No.  18.]  Hn  Maisit's  LMAfKm, 

Yokohama,  Apni  7,  1863. 

Sia :  I  have  already  availed  myself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  to  read  to  yon  a  note 
which  I  have  addressed  to  the  Japanese  government,  containing  a  declaration  of  grievanoea 
and  unrequited  outrages,  of  which  British  subjects  have  been  the  victims  and  sufferers,  and 
for  which  I  have  demanded,  under  instructions  from  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government, 
a  specific  reparation  within  a  noted  period  of  time. 

It  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped  and  desired  that  the  government  of  the  Tycoon,  influenced  by 
wise  and  just  lieflections,  will  yield  a  ready  compliance  with  the  demand  now  rendered  im- 
peratively necessary  by  unprovoked  and  outrageous  acts  committed  by  Japanese  subjects, 
and  for  which  no  redress  has  been  offered  or  accorded. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  the  face  of  the  possible  contingency  which  exists  of  the  Japanese 
government  refusing  to  accede  to  those  demands,  or  hoping  to  evade  them  by  futile  argu- 
ments or  procrastination,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  apprise  you  of  the  inevitable  adoption  of 
coercive  measures,  which  will  be  entered  upon  by  the  rear-admiral  commanding-in-chief  her 
Britannic  Majesty's  naval  forces  in  these  seas,  at  present,  arrived  Ixere  with  a  oonsiderabld 
Bquadron,  and  furnished  with  instructions  to  the  above  effect,  analogous  to  my  own. 

Twenty  days,  dating  from  the  6th  instant,  as  1  have  had  the  honor  to  communicate  to 
you,  is  the  period  allotted  as  the  term  which  I  will  await  the  definite  and  categorical  reply 
of  the  Japanese  government,  the  nature  of  which,  when  received,  may  necessitate  the 
adoption  of  coercive  operations  on  the  part  of  the  admiral,  increasing  in  severity  propor- 
tiomste  to  the  degree  of  ill-advised  resistance  which  the  Japanese  government  may  awuuie. 

During  the  interview,  you  will  probably  deem  it  essential  and  desirable  to  communicate 
the  situation  of  affi&lrs  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  to  the  citiaens  of  the  United 
States,  reddents  at  the  open  ports  of  Japan,  with  the  view  that  they  may  individually  adopt 
such  precautionary  measures  for  the  safeguard  of  their  interests  as  may  be  deemed  expedient 
nnder  your  ooonsel  and  guidance. 

In  respect  to  general  naeasures  of  defence  against  aggression  or  attack  at  tlie  several  set^ 
tlements,  the  admiral  commanding  her  Britannic  Bia^ty's  naval  forces  will  very  shortly 
propose  to  concert  with  the  diplomatic  agents  and  naval  commanders  of  foreign  states,  on 
the  spot,  respecting  the  adoption  of  such  combined  arrangements  as  may  be  practicable  and 
expedient. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  high  regard  and 
consideration,  with  which  I  subscribe  myself  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EDWARD  ST.  JOHN  NEALE, 
Bar  Britannia  Maj'etfy'i  Charg^  d^Affairm,  fye,,  8fe,f  Sfc*,  m  Japa0^, 

General  R.  H.  Paimr, 

Mmiater  JRmdmt  qf  ths  U/UUd  Stata  in  Japans  Tedo, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Pruyn, 

No.  39.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

WaahingUm,  April  17,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  27th  of  January  last,  No.  8,  has  beea  received, 
and  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  jou  that  in  addressing  the  note  of  the  sami 


992  DIPLOIIATIC    COBBESPOKDENCX. 

day,  of  which  you  enclose  a  copy,  to  their  excellencies  the  ministers  of  foreign 
affairs  of  Japan,  on  the  subject  of  the  attack  on  the  British  legation  in  June 
last,  you  have  very  acceptably  fulfilled  the  instructions  conveyed  to  you  in  my 
No.  24. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
BoBERT  H.  Prdyn,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  4ir.,  Yedo. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  16.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  AprU  30,  1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  his  Majesty  the  Tycoon  left  Yedo 
on  the  3lBt  ultimo  for  Kioto,  to  which  place  his  guardian,  the  regent  of  the  em- 
pire, and  ako  all  three  of  the  ministers  for  foreign  affairs,  have  repaired ;  the 
two  other  members  of  the  council  being  charged  with  the  department  of  foreign 
affairs  ad  interim. 

This  visit  has  been  made  on  the  invitation,  or  perhaps  the  order,  of  the  Mi- 
kado. No  such  visit  has  been  made  by  any  Tycoon  for  two  hundred  years. 
The  event,  therefore,  has  great  significance. 

The  leading  daimios  of  the  empire  will,  at  the  same  time,  meet  there  in  coun- 
cil. It  is  conceded  by  the  ministers  of  the  Tycoon,  as  I  have  already  informed 
you,  that  the  Mikado  is  hostile  to  foreigners,  and  has  demanded  their  exclusion 
from  Kanagawa^  In  this  he  is  encouraged  and  sustained  by  at  least  two  of  the 
eighteen  powerful  daimios. 

I  indulge  the  hope  that  the  result  of  this  meeting  will  be  to  sanction  the 
policy  of  the  Tycoon,  strengthen  his  power,  effectually  £sarm  the  hostile  daimios, 
aifd  give  peace  to  the  empire. 

All  kinds  of  rumors  prevail,  such  as  the  abdication  of  the  Tycoon,  the  aban- 
donment of  Yedo  as  the  seat  of  government,  and  many  others  of  like  character, 
all  of  which  I  believe  to  be  false. 

I  am  informed  by  the  government  that  the  Tycoon  will  soon  return  to  Yedo ; 
and  it  is  now  said  that  he  is  already  on  his  journey. 

In  this  connexion,  I  invite  your  attention  to  a  memorandum  of  a  conversation 
I  had  on  the  23d  of  June  last  with  Takemoto  Deulio  No  Kami,  one  of  the 
governors  of  foreign  affairs,  wherein  you  will  see  that  he  gave  me  the  informa- 
tion that  the  Tycoon  is  outranked  by  at  least  four  personages  in  this  empire. 
The  admission  of  this  by  the  government  is  more  extraordinary  than  the  fact 
itself.  It  is  undeniable,  howeVer,  that  at  Kioto  he  occupies  this  subordinate 
position ;  but  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  actual  power  and  rule  of 
the  empire  is  vested  in  the  Tycoon. 

On  the  occasion  referred  to  I  asked  the  governor  whether  the  Tycoon  had 
also  the  title  of  Nai-dai-jin.  After  a  short  conference  with  the  O'Metske,  (cen- 
sor,) who  accompanied  him,  he  replied  in  the  affirmative.  How  long  has  he 
held  that  title  ?  Answer.  Three  years.  Has  it  not  been  conferred  since  his 
marriage,  or  on  the  occasion  of  his  marriage  with  the  Mikado's  daughter  t  An- 
swer. No ;  he  has  had  it  for  three  years.  Who  is  the  next  person  in  rank  to 
the  Mikado  ?  Answer.  The  Dai-jo-dai-jin.  This  answer  was  accompanied  by 
the  remark  that  the  Tycoon  had  more  power.  I  replied,  I  was  aware  of  that ; 
I  am  only  speaking  of  rank.    After  some  other  conversation,  the  governor 

X*n  referred  to  this  subject,  saying  he  did  not  know  that  any  one  fified  that 
e  now,  and  was  not  sure  but  what  it  was  vacant.    I  then  asked  what  is  the 
next  rank  to  that  of  Dai-jo-dai-jin  1    Answer.  Sadaisin.    What  is  the  next  to 
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1]iat!    Answer.  TJdai-jin.    What  is  the  next  to  that?    Answer.  Then  comes 
the  Nai-dai-jin  (Tycoon.) 

I  made  several  other  inquiries  as  to  the  rank  of  the  officers  at  ELioto,  bnt  the 
governor  declared  that  he  did  not  possess  the  requisite  information  to  give  me 
the  answers. 

I  have  thought  it  of  importance  to  bring  to  your  notice  this  first  official  ac- 
knowledgment, from  an  officer  of  the  Tycoon,  of  the  existence  of  more  than  one 
person  in  Japan  of  rank  superior  to  that  of  the  Tycoon. 

I  did  not,  at  the  time,  regard  this  of  sufficient  importance  to  make  it  the  sub- 
ject of  a  special  communication ;  but  now  that  his  Majesty  the  Tycoon  has  seen 
fit  to  appear  at  the  court  of  Kioto,  where  he  is  thus  outranked,  I  have  thoughi 
it  worthy  of  your  notice. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minister  Resident  in  JajMm, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  17.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  May  1,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  (No.  29) 
of  the  13th  December,  1862,  which,  immediately  on  its  receipt,  I  read  to  the 
governors  for  foreign  affairs ;  on  which  occasion  I  again  urged,  in  the  strongest 
possible  manner,  the  necessity  of  bringing  the  offenders  in  the  tragical  transac- 
tion therein  referred  to  to  punishment,  and  to  make  reparation  without  delay.  * 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minister  Resident  in  Japan. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  rf  State,  Washington. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  21.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  May  3,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  19th  ultimo  I  received  a 
letter  from  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  of  which  I  enclose  translation,  enclo- 
sure No.  1,  in  relation  to  the  postponement  of  the  time  fixed  for  their  reply  to 
the  British  demands.  I  was  on  that  day  waited  on  by  Mragake  Awadli  Go 
Kami  and  Jakemolo  Hayato  No  ^ami,  two  of  the  governors  for  foreign  affairs, 
as  the  ministers,  in  consequence  of  being  charged  with  the  entire  business  of  the 
empire,  in  the  absence  of  their  colleagues,  were  unable  to  explain  their  wishes 
in  person. 

After  a  full  and  frank  conversation,  in  which  they  informed  me  that  it  was 
impossible  to  act  in  the  absence  of  the  Tvcoon  and  his  counsel,  I  advised  that 
the  ministers  of  foreign  affairs  should  address  a  letter  to  the  British  minister, 
taking  care  to  base  their  application  on  the  ground  of  the  necessity  of  such  con- 
joint action,  and  not  on  the  ground  of  convenience.    I  also  advised  them  to 
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enclose  a  copy  of  such  letter  to  the  minister  of  France,  and  ask  his  fiiendlj 
interposition,  and  requested,  also,  that  a  copy  he  sent  to  me  for  your  informa- 
tion. I  bow  enclose  No.  2,  translation  of  their  second  letter  to  me,  and  No.  3, 
translation  of  their  letter  to  the  British  minister,  accompanying  the  same. 

I  immediately  proceeded  to  Yokohama,  and  had  an  interview  with  the  British 
and  French  ministers. .  The  latter  was  either  not  disposed  or  unahle  to  accom- 
pany me  to  my  interview  with  Colonel  Neale. 

I  found  the  British  minister  unwilling  to  grant  the  extension  asked,  hecause 
he  thought  it  unnecessary,  and  only  designed  to  gain  time.  It  was  finally 
agreed  that  I  should  call  the  next  day,  after  the  letter  from  the  ministers  which 
I  enjoined  him  was  to  be  sent  had  been  received,  when  he  would  see  whether 
it  was  evasive ;  in  which  event,  he  declared  the  time  should  not  be  extended. 
When  I  saw  him  the  next  morning  the  letter  had  been  received,  but  not  trans- 
lated. Ai^er  it  had  been  placed  in  his  hands,  and  we  had  conversed  at  some 
length,  he  informed  me  the  arrangement  must  necessarily  be  made  direct  with 
the  Japanese  government,  in  the  propriety  of  which  I  concurred. 

As  one  of  the  governors  for  foreign  affairs  had,  unfortunately,  invited  Feko- 
hama  to  call  on  the  French  minister,  and  Colonel  Neale  understood  he  had  like- 
wise come  down  to  see  him,  the  business  was  not  positively  concluded,  though 
I  was  certain  the  delay  would  be  conceded.  Fortunately,  the  governor  called 
on  the  British  minister,  though  he  had  been  instructed  not  to  do  so.  I  say 
fortunately,  as  I  am  satisfied  offence  would  have  been  given  if  he  had  not  done 
so,  though  the  result  was,  that  the  time  finally  granted  was  limited  to  fifteoi 
days,  instead  of  the  thirty  days  asked.  I  enclose  No.  4,  copy  of  Colonel  Neale's 
letter,  informing  me  of  such  extension. 

The  government  have  since  thanked  me  for  my  friendly  interposition,  and  in- 
formed me  that  they  attributed  the  successful  result  of  their  application  entirely 
to  mv  mediation. 

I  nave  this  day  had  an  interview  with  one  of  the  governors  for  foreign  affairs. 
He  informs  me  the  Tycoon  arrived  at  Kioto  on  the  21st  day  of  April ;  that  two 
governors  have  been  sent  to  hasten  his  return — one  overland,  the  other  by  sea, 
and  they  hope  to  be  able  to  arrive  at  a  decision  within  the  time  fixed.  The 
government  nas  promised  to  keep  me  fully  and  promptly  advised  of  all  their 
movements. 

I  regret  we  have  no  national  vessel  here.  The  "Wvoming,  I  am  informed* 
has  been  badly  injured  by  striking  a  sunken  rock,  and  been  obliged  to  go  to  dry 
dock  at  Amoy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant* 

ROBERT  H.  PRDYN, 

Minister  Resident  at  JapoM. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Japanese  ministers  to  Mr,  Pruyn, 

[Enclosare  No.  1.— IbinBlatioii.] 

We  have  to  inform  your  excellency  that  the  British  minister,  by  letter  of  the 
6th  instant,  has  fully  acquainted  us  with  a  demand  his  government  instmcted 
him  to  make,  stating  that  a  decisive  answer  is  required  within  twenty  days  from 
the  date  of  that  letter. 

It  is  desirable,  however,  that  an  extension  be  granted,  as  the  letter,  under 
present  circumstances,  cannot  be  answered  soon. 

We  therefore  request  you  to  mediate  for  the  obtainment  of  an  extension  of 
the  limit  as  above  stated.    From  the  treaty  such  great  friendship  may  be  ex- 
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pected ;  and  also,  because  we  experienced  your  frien^j  feeling  on  more  than 
one  occasion. 

The  government  of  foreign  affairs,  Mnragaki  Awadli  No  Kami  and  Takemoto 
Hajato  No  Kami,  under  our  instructions,  will  fully  inform  you  of  all  the  circum- 
stances ;  and  we  now  ask  you,  taking  this  into  due  consideration,  for  your 
friendly  offices  in  this  matter. 

Stated  with  respect  and  esteem,  the  3d  day  of  the  dd  month  of  the  3d  year 
of  Bunkin,  (the  19th  AprU,  1863.) 

MATSUDAIRA  BOODZEN  NO  KAMI. 
INOWUYE  KAWATSI  NO  KAMI. 
His  Excellency  Robert  H.  Pruyn, 

Minister  RendetU  of  the  United  States  of  America^  i(C,,  Sfc, 


Japanese  ministers  to  Mr,  Pruyn, 
[EncloBore  No.  2. — ^TraDslatioD.] 

We  have  to  inform  your  excellency  that  the  British  envoy  has  recently  com- 
mimieated  to  us  a  demand  for  damages  and  other  matters  in  relation  to  the 
murders  committed  last  year  at  Tosenji,  (British  legation  at  Yedo,)  and  iu  the 
village  Nama-mungi,  (September,  1862.) 

Aner  all  our  efforts  to  arrange  this,  we  are  at  last  compelled  to  send  him  such 
a  communication  as  submitted  in  accompanying  copy  of  the  same.  Should  it 
happen  that  this  communication  is  not  acceptable  to  him,  it  will  have  an  influ- 
ence in  the  relations  between  the  two  countries  and  lead  to  difficulty,  which 
givefl  us  profound  anxiety. 

We  therefore  beseech  your  excellency  to  lend  us  your  aid,  and  specially  en- 
deavor to  induce  the  British  minister  to  grant  us  the  request  which  we  cannot 
avoid  making. 

A  similar  application  was  also  sent  to  the  French  minister  at  once,  and  we 
now  ui^ently  request  your  excellency  to  consult  with  him  and  lend  us  your 
friendly  offices. 

Stated  with  respect  and  esteem,  the  4th  day  of  the  3d  month  of  the  3d  year 
of  Bunkin,  (the  20lh  April,  1863.) 

MATSUDAIRA  BOODZEN  NO  KAMI. 
INOWUYE  KAWATSI  NO  KAMI. 

His  Excellency  Robert  H.  Pruyn, 

Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  of  America^  ifc^  9fc. 


The  Japanme  fnmtifer«  to  CoUmd  Nuile, 

[Enelofiire  No.  3.— TraniIation.J 

*Wc  have  to  inform  your  excellency  that  your  letter  (No.  14)  of  the  6th  of  April,  ISBtf, 
after  being  translated,  was  sent  by  speelal  messenger  to  our  coUeagoes  who  are  wil^  bit 
Majesty  the  Tycoon,  on  his  journey,  as  we  recently  stated  to  you.  They  at  once  repre- 
fented  the  matter  to  his  Majesty  the  Tycoon,  and  sent  us  a  reply  in  writing,  which  we 
haTe  now  received. 

*'  According  to  law  and  nsAKe  in  our  empire  the  matter  has  first  to  be  considered  at  the 
meeting  of  the  guardian  of  his  Majesty  the  Tycoon,  the  regent  and  council  of  State;  after 
which  a  decision  is  to  be  taken ;  it  cannot  be  done  in  another  manner ;  further,  it  is  very 
incoDTenient  that,  while  on  a  journey,  such  an  arrangement  cannot  be  made  In  order, 
however,  to  lose  no  time,  and  in  view  of  arranging  what  you  stated  In  a  convenient  man- 
ner, as  soon  as  possible,  the  time  will  be  shortened  from  what  was  first  intended :  and 
within  thirty  days  from  now  his  Majesty  would  be  back  in  the  castle.''     Hoace  it  is  stated. 
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to  o8,  '*that  hiB  Majeeiy  the  Tjrcnon  entertcunB  no  doubt  that  such  an  unayoidable  d^y 
will  be  admitted  by  the  goyerDtneat  of  England  ;"  which  we  have  to  state  at  once. 
And  we  most  urgently  requegt  that  you  wUl  consent  to  the  above 
With  respect  and  esteem,  the  4th  day  of  the  3d  month  of  the  Sd  jear  of  Bunkin,  (tht 
20th  April,  1863.) 

MATSUDAIRA  BOODZEN  NO  KAML 
INOWYE  KAWUATal  NO  KAMI. 
His  Ezcellenoy  E  St.  Jobv  Niali, 

Chargi  ^  Affaxttt  and  Oimtul- General  (tf  Qreat  Britam,  ffe.,  fro. 


(hlond  Netde  to  Mr,  Pruyn. 

[Enclotiire  No.  4.] 

Yokohama,  April  25,  186S. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  communications  have  been  made  to  me  In 
urgent  terms  by  the  Japanese  ministers,  which  have  resulted  in  the  accordance,  on  my 
part,  of  an  additional  period  for  the  definite  and  categorical  answer  to  the  demands  I  have 
made,  under  instructions  from  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government. 

The  extended  term  now  allotted  will  terminate  on  the  II th  of  May  next,  inclusive, 
when  the  same  situation  of  affairs  will  prevail,  as  I  have  already  had  the  honor  to  refer  to, 
diould  the  demands  remain  unsatisfied. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EDWARD  bT.  JOHN  NEALE, 
E.  B.  M  'a  Chargi  d^Affaire»^  fre.,  frc.,  ^-c,  Jjf(m. 
General  R.  H.  Pbutn, 

Minuter  ResiBeni  qf  the  United  States  (^  America,  Japan, 


Mr,  Pruyn  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  22.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  May  3,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  mj  despatch  (No.  15)  of  the  10th  ultimo  I  informed  you  of  a  demand 
made  by  the  Britisn  goyernment  for  reparation  for  the  murders  of  June  and 
September  last,  and  enclosed  you  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  her  BriUnnie  . 
Majesty's  charg^  d'affaires  sent  me  a  few  days  after  he  had  read  me  the  note  he 
was  preparing  to  address  to  the  Japanese  government. 

Since  that  time  a  correspondence  has  taken  place  between  the  Britisb  charg^ 
d'affaires  and  myself.    I  hasten  to  enclose  copies,  as  follows : 

No.  1.  Colonel  Neale  to  Mr.  Pruyn. 

No.  2.  Memorandum  of  meeting  held  at  the  Britisb  legation  in  Tokohama. 

No.  3.  Mr.  Pruyn  to  Colonel  Neale. 

No.  4.  Colonel  Neale  to  Mr.  Pruyn. 

No.  5.  Colonel  Neale  to  Mr.  Pruyn. 

No.  6.  Memorandum,  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  foreign  residents  at  Toko- 
^huna. 

No.  7.  Mr.  Pruyn  to  Colonel  Neale. 

No.  8.  Mr.  Pruyn  to  Colonel  Neale.  ' 

I  submit  these  letters  without  remark,  hoping  that  nothing  will  be  found  in 
•those  written  by  myself  which  the  President  will  disapprove. 

I  have  felt  from  the  outset  that  the  course  of  the  British  government  has  been 
a  most  extraordinary  one.  No  one  can  deny  that  the  occurrence  of  September, 
however  unfortunate,  was  purely  accidental.  It  is  conceded  that  under  the 
same  circumstances  a  Japanese  would  have  been  killed.  It  is  likewise  conceded 
that  the  nationality  of  none  of  the  parties  attacked  was  known.  Indeed,  the 
governor  of  Kanagawa  despatched  a  messenger  that  evening  to  our  consul,  under 
the  impKOssion  that  one  of  the  wounded  men  was  an  American.  qqqT^ 
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And  jet  I  have  strongly  urged  a  compliance  with  the  demand,  thongh  I  view 
it  with  feelings  I  shall  not  permit  myselJP  to  express. 

I  have  also  pointed  out  the  danger  of  the  demand  heing  withdrawn,  and 
largely  increased  if  not  promptly  complied  with,  sums  being  demanded  to  meet 
the  expenses  of  the  fleet  and  for  damages  to  business  sustained  by  merchants. 

Failing  success  in  this,  I  shall  recommend  the  Japanese  government  to  pro- 
pose submitting  the  whole  case  for  settlement  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  or  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  or  both,  or  even  to  the  British  government. 

If  the  demand  must  be  complied  with  without  modification  or  even  discussion, 
as  the  British  minister  declares,  results  of  the  most  deplorable  character  may 
follow.  No  country  is  so  susceptible  of  defence  as  this.  There  are  no  roads  for 
artillery.  The  whole  country  is  intersected  by  ditches  and  canals,  and  covered 
by  rice  fields.  The  people,  or*  rather  the  two-sworded  men,  are  as  reckless  of 
life  as  any  people  that  ever  existed,  and  no  hostile  force  can  hold  any  consider- 
able portion  of  this  empu^  without  the  sacrifice  of  thousands  of  lives  and  millions 
of  money. 

A  ship  leaves  for  San  Francisco  on  the  5th  instant.  I  shall  inform  you  if 
anything  decisive  meanwhile  occurs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minuter  Resident  at  Japan. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


[Bacloanre  No.  1.] 
Kg.  26]  ToKOHAHA,  Apnl  17,  1863. 

Sib  :  I  do  myRelf  the  honor  to  transmit  for  year  Informatioo  the  copy  of  a  memorandQm 
which  I  have  addressed  to  her  Britannic  Majesty's  consul  at  this  port  with  a  view  to  its 
dxculation  among  British  residents.     I  have  lilLewise  instructed  her  Majesty's  consul  to 
oommnnlcate  the  same  to  his  colleagues,  the  consuls  of  all  other  foreign  states. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  ohedient,  humble  servant, 

EDWABD  Sr.  JOHN  KEALB. 
General  Pbutn, 

Bendad  Minuter  cf  ike  UkUei  Statm  in  Ja^an, 

[Enclosure  No.  3.] 
MtinontnMKnm 

A  meeting  was  held  at  the  British  legation  this  day,  the  16th  April,  1863,  of  the  fol- 
lowing authorities,  vis : 

Bear-Admiral  Kuper ;  Oolonel  Neale,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  charge  d'affaires ;  Captain 
Massot,  commanding  his  Imperial  Majesty's  ship-of-war  Duplex,  (representing  also  his 
excellency  Monsieur  Duchesne  de  Bellecourt,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  ahsent 
from  ill  health  ;)  Captain  Cosembroot,  commanding  his  Netherlands  Majesty's  naval  forces 
in  Japan  ;  Captain  Briue^  royal  engineers. 

The  object  of  the  meeting  was  stated,  and  understood  to  he  to  elicit  the  opinion  of  the 
naval  authorities  respecting  the  degree  of  protection  which  could  be  afforded  by  the  ships- 
of-war  available  to  the  foreign  residents  at  Yokohama,  in  the  event  of  the  settlement  being 
seriously  threatened. 

After  due  deliberation  and.  discussion^  H  Wa«  decided  that  there  was  not  a  sufficient 
force  at  present  in  Japan  to  guarantee  perfect  security  to  the  foreign  community  at  Yoko- 
hama in  the  event  of  an  attack  in  force  by  the  Japanese. 

British  residents  at  Yokohama  are  therefore  individually  advised  to  adopt  such  measures 
for  their  security  as  may  be  in  their  power  before  the  26th  instant,  so  as  to  be  prepared  for 
the  oontiogency  of  hostilities  being  entered  upon. 

Arrangements  will  be  made  by  the  officers  commanding  ships-of-war  in  this  port,  in  con- 
junction with  the  guards  on  shore,  to  render  all  possible  assistance  in  case  of  alarm,  and 
the  details  of  which  will  be  communicated  in  due  course.  Digitized  by  GoOqIc 
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A  copy  of  ibis  memorandum  will  be  traDsmitted  through  her  Majesty's  consul  to  the 
consuls  of  frieudly  states  for  the  information  of  the  subjects  of  their  respectire  nations 
residing  within  this  settlement. 

B.  ST.  JOHN  NEALE. 

Yokohama,  April  16,  1863. 

True  copy.  

ABEL  A.  G.  GOWER. 


[Endomire  No.  3.] 

No.  45.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  April  18.  1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  thd  7th,  and  also 
letter  of  the  17th  instant,  enclosing  memorandum  of  a  meeting  held  at  her  Britannic 
Majesty's  legation  the  day  before. 

Although  confined  to  my  bed  by  sickness,  and  subj^t  to  intense  spasms  of  pain,  such  as 
I  never  experienced  before,  I  hasten  to  make  a  few  remarks  for'your  consideration. 

I  regret  to  see  that  at  this  late  day  Rear-Admiral  Kuper  and  the  naval  officers  of  France 
and  the  Netherlands  now  in  command  at  Yokohama  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
means  at  their  command  are  insufficient  for  the  protection  and  defence  of  that  settlement, 
as  from  your  communication  of  the  7th  instant,  in  which  you  say  **that  Admiral  Kuper 
will  oonoert  with  the  diplomatic  afzents  and  naval  commanders,"  &c.,  an  impresidoQ  was 
certainly  conveyed  of  an  entirely  different  character. 

I  sincerely  regret  that  no  notice  or  invitation  to  assist  at  that  meeting  was  given  to  me. 
as  the  diplomatic  representative  of  the  United  States,  as  I  would  then  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  explaining  my  views  more  fully.  Such  an  opportunity  not  having  been  Hfibnkd 
mo,  I  have  to  say,  if  it  be  now  intended  that  it  is  impossible  to  afford  protection  in  the 
event  of  an  unprovoked  attack  on  the  settlement,  that  I  have  no  observation  to  offer,  as  in 
such  a  contingency  the  attack  must  be  met  and  resisted  with  the  means  at  hand ;  but  I  do 
not  believe  it  at  all  likely  that  such  attack  will  be  made. 

But  if,  as  I  suppose,  you  refer  to  hostilities  which  may  ensue  at  the  expiration  of  the 
time  noted  by  you,  in  consequence  of  the  refusal  of  the  Japanese  government  to  accede  to 
tbe  demands  you  have  been  instructed  to  make,  and  of  measures  being  resorted  to  to  en- 
force these  demands,  then  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  say  that  it  is  probable  that  this  pe<^ple,  like 
all  Oriental  nations,  have  an  exaggerated  idea  of  their  own  strength  ;  any  temporary  ad- 
vantage which  they  might  gain  would  probably  arouse  the  whole  country,  and  deprive  us 
of  advantages  which  we  have  now  secured,  and  which  we  could  never  regain  except  by  tbe 
expenditure  of  life  and  treasure  of  infinitely  more  value  than  those  advantages. 

It  appears  to  me,  therefore,  the  dictate  of  wisdom,  that  no  coercive  measures  be  resorted 
to  by  any  power,  unless  ample  means  be  at  hand  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  lifo  and 
property  at  the  settlement. 

The  memorandum  communicated  to  all  the  foreign  consuls  for  the  information  of  foreign 
residents  must  necessarily  be  known  to  the  Japanese,  and  may  be  regarded  by  them  as  a 
declaration  of  weakness,  as  well  as  an  invitation  to  attack. 

It  appears  to  me,  further,  that  such  of  the  treaty  powers  as  have  a  valuable  commerce 
with  this  country,  and  citizens  and  subjects  residing  here,  who  have  made  large  invest^ 
ments,  should  desire  to  avoid  establishing  a  precedent  which  may  lead  at  some  future  time 
to  great  loss  of  life  and  property. 

What  is  now  done  by  Great  Britain  while  there  is  a  powerful  fleet  in  these  seas  may  here- 
after be  attempted  by  some  one  of  the  treaty  powers  with  a  force  wholly  loa  lequate  for  the 
protection  of  residents. 

I  shall  be  pleased  to  learn  that  these  views,  thus  hastily  submitted,  are  substantially  in 
accordance  with  your  own  already  arrived  at. 

I  have  been  induced  to  submit  them  for  your  consideration  in  consequence  of  our  peculiar 
relations  with  this  government,  which  will  always  be  inclined  to  rej^ard  the  treaty  powers 
as  one,  and  not  be  able  to  discriminate  between  them  in  the*  event  of  hostilities,  and  be- 
cause the  United  States  and  Great  Brit-ain,  having  the  largest  commerce  here,  and  the 
largest  Interests  at  stake,  are  most  conoerned  in  the  preservation  of  peaceful  relations. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant. 

R.  H.  PRUYN, 
Mimater  Buidml  (f  (he  Untied  Statu  m  Jtiptm* 
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[Endonire  No.  4.] 
Ko.  28.]  Yokohama,  Apnl  20,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoor  despatch  dated  the  18 th 
instant,  which  reached  me  at  a  late  hour  the  same  evening. 

I  hasten  in  the  first  place  to  express  the  hope  that  yon  are  recovering  from  the  indisposi- 
tion from  which  I  was  sorry  to  find  you  were  saffering  when  yon  wrote. 

Allow  me  to  assure  you  that  I  have  read  with  much  atteution  the  ohserratious  yon  have 
addressed  to  me  respecting  the  serious  situation  of  affairs  at  present  existing  between  the 
government  of  her  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  government  of  this  country. 

Before  entering  upon  the  particular  points  of  your  despatch,  I  must  beg  leave  to  remind 
you  that  in  the  matters  at  present  at  issue,  I  am  acting  under  explicit  instructions  which 
have  been  furnished  to  me  by  my  government  after  due  consideration  of  all  the  contingent 
circumstances  which  might  attend  a  peiemptory  demand  for  reparation  arising  out  of  un- 
requited outrages  committed  upon  British  subjects. 

The  execution  of  those  instructions  is,  therefore,  on  my  part  a  paramount  and  impera- 
tive duty 

I  would  next  take  leave  to  say  that  the  general  tenor  of  your  views  regarding  the  present 
situation  of  affairs,  though  doubtless  applicable  and  just  when  regarded  in  the  sole  light  in 
which  you  have  presented  them,  namely,  that  of  commercial  interests — those  views,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  are  wholly  inapplicable  when  weighed  in  the  balance  against  the  offended 
dignity  of  a  great  nation. 

No  nation  more  frankly,  loyally,  and  assiduously  watches  over,  and  administers  to,  the 
interests  of  its  subjects  abroad  and  at  home  than  Great  Britain  ;  but  there  is  a  point  when 
the  absolute  necessity  for  punishing  the  defiant  and  offensive  course  often  pursued  by  semi- 
barbarous  states  must  and  should  override  and  suspend  all  such  considerations. 

ESntertaining  these  sentiments,  which  I  hiid  hoped  were  equally  participated  by  yourself, 
I  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that,  had  you  deemed  it  to  be  your  duty  to  take  a  friendly  or 
intervening  part  at  all  the  preliminary  stages  of  the  existing  differences,  you  would  have 
Joined  your  remonstrances  with  my  own  addressed  to  the  offending  government  of  Japan, 
with  a  view  of  discouraging  its  unwarrantable  course  of  action 

But  so  far  from  there  existing  any  perceptible  results  out  of  the  identity  of  interests,  as  you 
Justly  observe  should  exist,  between  the  subjects  of  her  Britannic  Biajesty  and  citizens  of 
the  United  States  in  Japan,  tending  to  demonstrate  to  the  Japanese,  especially  in  the  pres- 
ent critical  situation  of  affairs,  a  mutual  sympathy  between  the  subjects  ai^d  citizens  of  two 
nations  having  the  largest  commercial  interests  in  this  country,  it  is,  on  the  contrary,  a 
most  r^p-etable  and  notable  fact  that  in  this  serious  crisis,  verging  towards  a  rupture  of 
relations  and  hostilities,  the  Japanese  government  actually  derive  their  supply  of  arms 
through  the  active  agency  of  merchants  and  traders  of  the  United  States  established  in  this 
country. 

Current  reports  proclaim  a  still  more  active  agency  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  dti- 
aens  in  behalf  of  Japanese — ^preparations  for  resistance,  which,  if  they  were  subjected  to 
proof,  would  ill  accord  with  the  spirit  of  the  conjoint  action  and  policy  suggested  by  Mr. 
Seward  to  the  British  representative  at  Washington  in  December,  1861,  and  communicated 
to  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government,  on  which  occasion  he  specially  proposed  that  the 
powers  which  had  treaties  with  Japan  should  make  a  joint  demoufttration  in  support  oi 
their  rights. 

The  right  which  her  Majesty's  government  at  present  most  justly  insist  upon  is  that  of 
obtaining  reparation  and  redress  for  barbarous  outrages  committed  upon  British  subjects, 
and  all  appeals  for  which  have  hitherto  been  treated  with  indifference  and  disregard 

In  conclusion,  permit  me,  with  reference  to  that  part  of  your  despatch  in  which  you  refer 
to  the  circumstances  of  my  having  omitteif  to  request  your  presence  at  a  meeting  which 
took  place  at  my  residence  on  the  16th  instant,  to  offer  to  you  the  following  explanations': 

In  the  present  condition  of  affairs,  the  expediency  of  inviting  the  authorities  to  elicit 
tiieir  views  upon  some  technical  points  suddenly  arose,  and  was  speedily  carried  out.  The 
fact  of  your  residence  at  Tedo  would  forbid  my  entertaining  the  hope  that  you  could  re- 
spond to  such  an  invitation  under  two  or  three  days. 

Secondly  As  I  had  not  had  the  honor  of  receiving  any  acknowledgment  or  communication 
from  you,  consequent  upon  my  first  circular  communication  of  the  7th  instant,  I  had  no 
reason  to  suppose  you  desired  to  take  a  direct  part  in  an  incidental  discussion  of  minor  im- 
portance.   And, 

Thirdly.  That  the  sole  object  of  the  meeting  at  my  house  on  the  16th  instant,  and  in 
which  I  took  m>  part  beyond  recording  the  decision  arrived  at,  was  to  elicit  the  professional 
<^inion  of  naval  officers  as  to  the  means  existing  for  the  protection  of  this  settlement. 
Had,  therefore,  a  ship-of-war  of  the  United  States  been  in  port,  her  commander  would  un- 
questionably have  b^n  invited  to  attend. 
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I  tnwt  these  reasons  for  mj  appareot  omission  may  be  deemed  by  you  to  be  safiBcient. 
And  it  only  remains  for  me  to  add  that,  should  it  happen  in  the  progress  of  passing  eyenti 
that  a  meeting  of  my  colleagues,  the  diplomatio  agents  of  the  treaty  powers,  appears  ded- 
rable,  I  shall  not  fall  to  communicate  the  same  to  you,  although,  for  the  reason  irst  atfligned, 
such  may  be  only  a  formality. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EDWARD  ST.  JOHN  NEALE. 
General  R.  H.  Prutn, 

Mtftitler  Hmdad  qf  the  VtiiUd  8ua»  m  Japan, 


[Enclosure  No.  6.] 

ToKOHAXA,  AprU  22,  1863. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  information,  and  that  of  the  American  dtiaeDi 
through  the  United  States  consulate,  a  copy  of  ageoeral  order  which  Rear- Admiral  Kuper 
has  issued  to  her  Britannic  Majesty's  squadron  at  this  anchorage,  detailiog  the  arrange- 
ments made  with  the  view  of  providing  for  the  safety  of  the  foreign  community  in  the 
event  uf  any  attack  or  disturbances. 

Copies  of  this  general  memorandum  will  be  sent  to  the  officera  commanding  veasels-of- 
war  now  in  port. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  nr,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EDWARD  ST.  JOHN  NEALE. 
Etr  BriUmnk  Majetty^t  Chargi  d^Affaxra^  Japtau 
General  R.  H.  Pbuth, 

MiniMttr  Bmident  qf  the  UmUd  Staiea  of  Amenea,  Japan. 


[Enclosure  No.  6. — General  memorandum.] 

EUBTALUS,  AT  YOKOHAMA, 

April  22,  1863. 

The  following  arrangements,  having  been  determined  upon  with  the  view  of  providing 
for  the  safety  of  the  foreign  community  of  Yokohama  in  the  event  of  any  attack  or  dis- 
turbance, are  made  known  for  general  information  and  guidance: 

The  signals  of  alarm  which  will  be  u«ed  are: 

By  day  — ^The  English  red  ensign  hoisted  at  the  flag-staff  of  Mr.  Olarke,  Portuguese  oob- 
•ul,  at  any  of  the  other  consulates,  or  other  conspicuous  points. 

By  night. — A  rocket  from  the  British  consular  prison,  or  from  the  French  legation,  to  be 
repeated  if  the  danger  is  imminent,  or  a  blue-light  or  port-fire  from  the  British  legation, 
the  house  of  Mr.  Maine,  adjoining  the  eastern  quay,  or  from  that  of  Mr.  Gower,  the  laU 
house  in  the  foreign  settlement,  near  the  custom-house. 

Should  either  of  these  signals  be  made,  (by  day  or  night,)  two  guns  in  rapid  suooesrioa, 
fired  from  one  or  other  of  the  gunboats  anchored  in  shore,,  will  give  the  requisite  notice  of 
danger  to  the  settlement,  and  the  boats  of  all  the  vessels-of-war  in  port  will  immediateiy 
assemble  at  the  eastern  quay,  (the  general  rendezvous,)  adjoining  Mr.  Maine's  houaci  one^ 
half  of  the  boats  to  be  manned  and  armed;  the  remaining,  with  half-crews,  in  readiness  to 
embark  the  foreign  residents,  should  this  extreme  measure  be  necessaYy. 

The  men  are  on  no  account  to  be  permitted  to  land  without  orders  from  Captain  Dew, 
of  the  Encounter,  the  officer  in  command,  who,  with  such  officers  as  he  may  select,  is 
charged  with  the  duty  of  superintending  on  sl|^e. 

The  whole  of  the  boats  will  be  under  the  orders  of  Captain  Josling,  of  the  Euiyalus,  or, 
in  the  event  of  his  absence,  of  such  other  officer  as  the  senior  officer  present  may  direct. 

Guard-boats  will  be  stationed  by  night  near  the  bend,  to  convey  to  the  nearest  gunboat 
any  notice  of  danger,  in  order  that  the  signal  may  be  made  for  the  assembly  of  the  boats 
at  the  rendezvous. 

The  English  boats  to  be  stationed  on  the  eastern  part  of  the  settlement,  the  Frendi  in 
the  centre,  the  Dutch  on  the  western. 

The  officer  in  command  of  the  legation  guards  is  hereby  requested  to  make  arrangementa, 
in  conjunction  with  the  office:  s  in  command  of  the  French  legation  guard  and  the  Yoko- 
hama volunteer  corps,  for  establishing  picquets  and  patrols  as  follows: 

Picquets  by  night— at  the  British  legation,  royal  marines;  Mr.  Maine's  residence,  volun- 
teers; Mr.  Gower' s  residence,  adjoining  custom-house,  67th  regiment;  and  at  the  British 
consular  prison,  67th  regiment. 

Also  by  night,  patrols  (mounted  or  infantry,  as  most  oonvenient)  to^^eOTAmonrate  with 
the  posts  above  mentioned.  -y. u-^..  oy  vjOOg Ic 
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The  guards  at  eadi  of  these  poets  will  (in  case  of  an  attack  in  force)  retire  gradnallj  on 
the  general  rendesToas,  the  officers  in  command  haying  previously  satisfied  themselres  that 
the  foreign  commonity  resicbnt  within  their  respeotive  Unes  of  retreat  have  heen  apprised 
of  the  danger. 

The  masters  of  the  British  merchant  yessels  at  this  anchorage,  having  at  a  recent  meet- 
ing Qoanimonsly  resolved  to  place  the  boats  of  their  respective  ships  at  the  service  of  tike 
eoiimanity,  nnder  my  directions,  those  gentlemen  are  requested  (io  the  event  of  the  alarm- 
ffgnals  being  made)  to  send  their  boats  immediately  to  the  genc^  rendeavous,  in  aooord- 
•noe  with  their  resolutions,  but  not  to  allow  any  of  their  men  to  land. 
The  above  arrangements  are  to  come  into  foroe  on  Saturday,  the  25th  instant. 

AUGUSTUS  L.  KUPER, 
Rear-Admiral  and  (hnmander^'Ohi^. 
To  the  respective  captains,  commanders,  and  officers  commanding 
her  Bfajesty's  ships  and  vessels  at  this  anchorage. 

True  copy. 

ABEL  A.  J.  GOWEB. 


(Enclottire  No.  7.] 


No.  49.]  LuAnoM  or  tbb  UKmn  Statb  nr  Japan, 

Ytdo,  April  23,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday,  coveting 
copy  of  a  general  order  issued  by  Rear- Admiral  Kuper,  with  the  view  of  providing  for  the 
safety  of  the  foreign  community  in  the  event  of  any  attack  or  distnrbanced  at  Yokohama. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

R.  H.  PRUYN, 
Minister  Resident  qf  the  United  Siaks  in  Jc^an, 
Colouel  E.  8r.  John  Nxals, 

Ber  Britannic  Majeafy's  Chargi  d*  Affaires  in  Japan, 


[BnelOMre  No.  8.] 


Ko.  60.]  LiOATiOH  or  thb  Umitid  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  AprU  30,  1663. 

Sir  :  As  yon  are  already  aware,  your  despatch  of  the  20th  instant  was  sent  to  Tedo  whil« 
I  was  on  the  way  to  see  you,  at  the  request  of  the  Japanese  goveroment,  in  reference  to 
the  extension  of  the  time  fixed  for  their  reply  to  the  demands  made  by  your  government. 

The  time  thus  occupied,  the  interviews  with  the  Japanese  government  consequent 
thereon,  and  a  visit  to  Yokohama  to  make  the  necessary  inquiries  to  enable  roe  to  notice 
thai  part  of  your  letter  relating  to  the  sale  of  arms  by  dtizens  of  the  United  States,  have 
prevented  an  earlier  reply. 

1  have  already  thanked  you  for  your  kindness  in  reading  to  me  the  note  you  were  about 
to  address  to  the  Japanese  government,  conveying  the  decision  which  the  government  of 
Great  Britain  had  taken ;  and  as  on  that  occasion  you  had  informed  me  that  yon  were 
•oting  under  explidt'instructions,  it  was  far  from  my  thoughts,  while  writing  my  letter  of 
the  18th,  to  attribute  to  you  the  disposition  to  act  with  undue  haste.  On  the  contrary,  I 
can  bear  willing  witness  to  the  kindness  and  considerate  forbearance  which,  as  far  as  I  have 
observed,  has  marked  your  intercourse  with  this  govfmment  Nor  was  it  my  purpose  to 
express  an  unfavorable  opinion  with  reference  to  the  action  of  the  British  cabinet. 

I  had  in  view  only  the  safety  of  American  citizens.  My  solicitude  was  increased  by  the 
&ct  that  among  thobc  citisens  there  was  a  larger  number  of  women  and  children, than  of  all 
other  nationalities  combined.  In  the  absence  of  a  national  vessel  of  the  United  8ta^, 
and  of  any  offer  of  protection  to  those  women  and  children  from  any  source  whatever,  I 
could  but  deplore  a  notice  which  appeared  to  contemplate  the  possible  abandonment  of  the 
plaoe,  and  was  a  deliberate  declaration — a  fsw  days  before  the  expiration  of  the  period, 
when  you  bad  assured  me  measures  might  be  taken  which  might  eventuate  in  hostilities — 
of  the  insufficiency  vft  the  foroe  at  Yokohama  for  the  defence  of  the  place. 

I  felt  it  my  duty  to  refer  briefly  to  the  serious  consequences  which  might  follow  such 
abandonment,  or  from  a  partial  success  of  the  Japanese ;  and  not  being  aware  of  the  pre- 
cise character  of  your  instructions,  I  hoped  they  might  be  such  as  to  enable  you  to  post^ 
pone  a  resort  to  such  measures  until  better  prepared  for  defence.    I  have  carefully  re- 
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▼iewed  my  letter,  and  see  nothing  In  its  lan^age  or  its  spirit  which  I  regret  or  would 
desire  to  modify,  particularly  as  I  had  not  failed  in  my  conversation  with  yoa»  before  re- 
ferred to,  to  express  my  opinion  with  great  freedom,  and  to  aasare  you  of  my  desire  for  the 
prompt  and  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  demands.  I  take  this  occasion  to  assure  yoa 
that  I  had  no  idea  that  my  delay  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  7th 
oould  be  attributed  to  a  want  of  sympathy.  You  luid  already  given  me  more  information 
than  that  letter  contained,  for  which  I  thank  you ;  when  your  letter  followed,  I  regarded 
it  as  formal,  and  for  the  purpose  of  record,  and  as  I  had  held  several  conversations  with 
the  Japanese  government,  I  indulged  the  hope  that  I  would  be  able  to  communicate  to  you 
information  which  might  at  least  give  promise  of  an  amicable  settlement  when  acknowl- 
edging its  receipt.  I  need  not  remind  you  that  on  the  day  succeeding  the  murder  of  Mr. 
Bichardson,  Mr.  de  Wit,  his  Netherlands  Majesty**  consul  general,  and  myself  obtained 
with  much  difficulty,  becaaee  without  the  customary  formalities,  an  interview  with  the 
ministers  for  foreign  affairs,  and  made  every  effort  to  awaken  them  to  the  necessity  of  prompt 
and  vigorous  action  and  ample  reparation.  Nor  have  I  since  failed  to  bring  this  subject 
repeatedly  to  their  notice,  and  to  urge  the  danger  of  delay,  and  the  advisability  of  proffer- 
ing satisf^tion  in  advance  of  a  demand  And  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  say,  and  after  this 
I  trust  my  position  cannot  be  misunderstood,  that  I  have  more  than  once  advised  a  compli- 
ance with  the  demands  of  your  goveriiment,  on  one  occasion  reading  to  them  immediately 
on  its  receipt  a  letter  in  which  the  hope  of  the  President  was  expressed  that  ample  repara- 
tion would  be  made. 

I  also  assure  you  that  I  have  not  been  unmindful  of  the  wise  and  humane  proposition 
made  by  Mr.  Seward  to  the  British  representative  at  Washington,  in  1861,  to  which  you 
refer,  which  was  also  made  to  the  other  treaty  powers.  On  the  tenth  day  of  April,  two 
days  after  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  I  referred  to  it  in  a  letter  addressed  to  my  own  gov- 
ernment. I  thought  it  proper,  however,  in  writing  you,  to  avoid  expressing  any  regret 
that  the  government  of  Great  Britain  bad  not  thought  it  desirable  on  the  present  occasion 
to  act  in  concert  with  the  other  powers,  thinking  it  more  respectful  to  leave  such  expres- 
sion to  my  government  if  it  thought  proper  to  make  it. 

If  I  rightly  understand  Mr.  Seward's  proposition,  he  desired  to  establish  the  principle 
that  the  treaty  powers,  recognizing  their  identity  of  interest  and  their  exposure  to  a 
common  danger,  should  abstain  from  separate  action,  and  make  common  cause  in  main- 
taining common  rights,  and  securing  the  common  safety  of  their  citizens  and  subjects.  It 
was  a  wise  suggestion,  because  it  insured  unity  of  action  and  moderation  and  equity  of 
demand ;  it  was  humane  likewise,  because  necessarily  attended  with  peaceful  results. 

The  proposition  was  made  shortly  after  intelligence  had  reached  him  of  the  murder  of 
Mr.  Heusken,  a  subject  of  his  Netherlands  Majesty's,  temporarily  in  the  employ  of  the 
government  of  the  United  State^i.  It  was  made  neither  because  the  United  States  felt  un- 
able of  itself  to  enforce,  if  needful,  just  reparatioui  or  was  unwilling  to  incur  the  sole  ex- 
pense. 

For  the  sake  of  a  salutary  precedent,  a  specific  demand  for  redress  was  waived.  A  mode- 
rate provision  for  Mr.  Heusken's  widowed  mother,  who  was  dependent  on  him  for  support, 
was  accepted  nearly  a  year  after  his  death  by  my  predecessor  on  his  own  responsibility,  but 
not  in  satisfaction  of  his  murder,  the  Japanese  government  at  that  time  being  distinctly 
informed  that  the  arrest  and  punishment  of  the  murderers  was  demanded. 

With  reference  to  the  supply  of  arms  **  through  the  active  agency  of  merchants  of  the 
United  States  established  in  this  country,"  which  you  state  as  *'a  regretable  and  notable 
faot,"  I  have  to  say  that  I  have  made  strict  inquiry,  and  am  satisfied  *that  with  one  excep- 
tion no  sales  whatever  have  been  made  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  any  Japanese 
since  the  sixth  instant.  And  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  in  the  case  referred  to,  the  sale 
was  made  without  reference  to  the  present  relations  with  Japan,  and  consisted  of  a  small 
parcel  brought  over  in  the  British  steamer  Leemin.  I  examined  particularly  into  the  sale 
of  pistols  you  referred  to,  when  I  asked  for  specifications.  The  number  of  pistols  sold  was 
less  than  forty,  and,  with  one  exception,  to  foreign  residents.  These  are  only  sales  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  with  the  exception  of  five  hundred  muskets  sold  to  the  daimio 
charged  with  the  defence  of  Tokobama,  which  was  on  a  contract  made  before  you  presented 
the  demand  of  your  government,  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  the  arms  were  also  actually  deliv- 
ered before  that  time. 

A  part  of  the  exaggeration  may  have  arisen  from  attempts  made  by  British  merchants  to 
effect  sales  through  merchants  of  the  United  States,  of  which  I  have  been  informed  on 
reliable  authority.  I  have  also  been  informed  that  one  sale,  whether  shortly  after  or  before 
your  note  was  sent  in  I  am  not  sure,  was  actually  made  by  a  British  merchant,  bnt  I  am 
also  informed  that  he  can  plead  in  mitigation  of  his  offence  that  the  contract  was  not  con- 
summated, as  the  arms  were  so  poor  as  likely  to  be  most  destructive  to  those  who  used 
them. 

I  was  startled  by  that  part  of  your  letter  wherein  yon  say,  '*  Current  reports  proclaim  a 
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still  more  active  agency  oo  the  part  of  the  United  States  in  behalf  of  Japanese  preparation 
fdr  resistance,  which,  if  they  were  subjected  to  proof,  would  ill  accord  with  the  spirit  of 
the  conjoint  action  and  policy  suggested  by  Mr.  Seward."  &c. 

I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  explanation  of  this  remark,  which  was,  that  on  one 
occasion,  at  night,  a  small  boat  was  going  up  the  creek  adjoining  Yokohama  and  was 
hailed.  Some  one  responded  it  was  Mr.  Conner  who  was  on  board,  which  was  untrue,  as 
those  who  hailed  were  in  bis  employ  and  knew  to  the  contrary,  and  on  the  hail  being 
repeated  the  answer  was  that  it  was  Mr.  Banks,  the  assistant  United  States  marshal.  It 
did  not  seem  to  occur  to  you  that  the  second  reply  was  probably  as  false  as  the  first.  The 
significance  of  this  alleged  transaction  consisted  in  the  fact  of  his  official  position,  which  I 
bad  the  power  to  inform  you  at  that  time  had  terminated  on  the  first  of  January  last. 
Neither  does  it  appear  that  the  contents  of  the  boat  were  known.  I  cannot  see  why  it 
should  have  been  assumed  that  arms  were  on  board.  Our  consul  informs  me  that  eztenrive 
smuggling  operations  have  recently  been  carried  on  of  ale,  wines,  and  other  articles  of  bulk, 
to  which  his  attention  has  been  called,  and  I  think  it  more  likely  that  in  the  case  referred 
to  a  fraud  was  being  perpetrated  on  the  custom-house. 

I  am  informed  that  the  sales  of  arms,  at  least  those  made  by  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
have  been  made  openly,  and  I  cannot  imagine,  therefore,  why  the  cover  of  night  should  be 
sought  for  their  delivery.  It  is  proper  also  that  I  should  say  that  Mr.  Banks  solemnly 
denies  all  knowledge  of  the  transaction  referred  to,  or  of  any  sale  or  carriage  of  arms  what- 
soever, and  it  is  not  pretended  that  he  was  identified. 

As  I  am  informed  that  nearly  if  not  quite  all  the  arms  which  have  been  brought  to 
Yokohama  came  in  British  vessels,  you  have  more  opportunity  of  ascertaining  what  quan- 
tity  has  arrived  than  I  have,  particularly  as  you  are  in  the  place,  and  I  am  twenty  miles 
distant. 

You  well  know  how  little  reliance  can  be  placed  on  the  reports  of  which  Yokohama  is 
the  prolific  parent,  and  I  hope  you  have  already  had  reason  to  distrust  some  of  those  to 
which  you  have  referred. 

In  noticing  this  part  of  your  letter  I  have  waived  the  reply  which  might  have  been  made, 
that  all  the  transactions  referred  to,  limited  as  they  are  in  number  and  quantity,  have  been 
openly  made  in  a  time  of  peace,  which  I  still  hope  will  happily  continue. 

Should  you  regard  it  of  sufficient  importance,  I  shall  be  happy  U^  join  with  you  in  any 
investigation  you  may  judge  needful,  and  I  am  convinced  that  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  will  be  found  as  little  liable  to  censure  as  those  of  any  other  nation.  I  shall  feel  It 
my  duty  in  this  important  crisis  to. attend  any  meeting  of  my  colleagues  which  may  be 
found  necessary.  A  notice  given  in  the  evening  would  bring  me  to  Yokohama  the  suo- 
oeediufi;  day 

Thanking  you  for  your  kind  wishes  for  the  restoration  of  my  health,  which  is  happily 
effected,  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN. 
Mmitter  Besideni  qf  the  United  Stalee  in  Jt^pan* 

Colonel  E  St.  John  Niali. 

Her  BrUannk  Mqjetty'e  Chargi  d^Affairee  in  Japan, 


Mr,  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  24.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo.  May  8,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  from  the  minister  of  France  an  important  communica- 
tion, with  an  enclosure,  copies  of  which  I  hasten  to  transmit  to  you,  agreeably 
to  his  request,  together  with  translations  of  the  same,  Nos.  1  and  2. 

I  also  transmit  No.  3,  copy  of  my  reply. 

Colonel  Neale,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  charg6  d'affaires,  also  addressed  me  a 
letter,  of  which  I  enclose  copy,  (enclosure  No.  4,)  together  with  No.  5,  copy  of 
lay  reply. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  time  noted,  I  understand  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Diinisters  and  admirals  of  France  and  Great  Britain,  in  the  event  of  the  refusal 
of  the  Tycoon  to  accept  the  proffered  aid,  to  resort  to  measures  of  coercion. 
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I  have  barely  time  to  prepare  thifl  for  the  mail,  and  send  it  without  ftirther 
remark. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yonr  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN. 

Minister  Resident  im  Japan, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


[Oonfldentia).] 


LbQAHON  AMD  Ck)NSULATX  GeNIRAL  01  FRAlfCB  TN  JaPAH, 

May  5,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  iDform  yon,  verhally,  of  the  position  taken  by  France  in 
regard  to  the  reparation  demanded  by  England  for  the  attacks  made  on  several  occasioBS 
against  British  subjects,  a  question  which,  though  especially  regarding  the  English  naUon, 
yet  has,  in  view  of  the  various  circumstances  under  which  it  presented  and  developed 
itself,  a  character  of  p:eneral  interest  for  all  the  powers  having  treaties  with  Japan,  because 
the  denial  of  the  right  of  security  g^uaranteed  to  foreigners  by  solemn  conventions  must 
necessarily  affect  in  a  serious  manner  the  obligations  contracted  by  the  Japanese  empire 
with  the  western  world. 

The  government  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French  deeming  it  proper,  by  the 
presence  of  the  French  flag  in  the  Tedo  waters,  near  the  fl.ig  of  England  preferring  the  de- 
mand for  satisfaction,  to  give  proof  of  the  jsolldarity  which  in  such  case  must  unite  the 
western  powers,  has  given  to  Admiral  Jaur^,  commanding-in-chief  the  forces  of  France  in 
the  China  and  Japan  seas,  the  requisite  instructions  to  carry  out  this  object  as  he  may  judge 
proper,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  circumstances  and  the  facts  within  his  knowledge, 
as  well  for  this  special  question  as  for  all  others. 

Already  on  the  2  let  of  April  last,  under  the  impression  that  the  Tedo  government  might 
be  inclioed  again  on  this  occasion  to  evade  the  demands  for  reparation  presented  by  the 
government  of  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  for  the  blood  shed  with  impunity,  I  had,  pre- 
vious to  the  arrival  of  Admiral  Jaur^,  felt  the  necessity  of  clearly  acquainting  the  govern- 
meat  of  Japan  with  the  opinion  of  France  on  the  Angl;>Japane8e  question. 

I  think  it  proper,  sir,  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  I  wrote  to 
the  Gorogia  on  that  occasion. 

Meanwhile  Admiral  Jaur^s,  having  re-established  order  in  Cochin  China,  fortunately 
arrived  here  to  study  seriously  with  the  minister  of  the  Emperor  the  grave  questions  which 
at  this  moment  are  presenting  themselves. 

We  went  to  work  immediately,  and  have  conscientlouRly  studied  the  state  of  affairs  in  all 
its  phai^es  and  from  all  points  of  view.  Being  then  called  to  the  councils  of  the  British 
authorities,  according  to  established  custom  in  these  parts,  where  our  two  nations  always 
show  themselves  united  in  the  cause  of  Christian  civilisation,  we.  Admiral  Jaur^  and  my- 
self, while  keeping  in  view  our  instructions  of  moral  support,  have  supported  a  course  of 
oondiiation.  I  was  preparing  myself  to  enter  frankly  upon  this  course  with  the  Japanese 
government,  when  reliable  intelligence  enlightened  us  upon  the  importance  of  this  govern- 
ment, even  in  matters  of  the  most  limited  importance,  in  consequence  of  the  state  of  ex- 
citement at  which  now  the  parties  have  arrived,  which  are  carrying  all  the  elements  of 
moderation  in  the  Japanese  confederation  and  the  government  of  thel^coon  itself  to  a  state 
of  things  amounting  to  annulment  of  the  treaties  of  1858. 

Documents  of  the  most  conclusive  nature  on  the  deplorable  disposition  of  the  daimios  and 
the  court  of  the  Mikado  in  regard  to  foreigners  have  been  laid  before  us,  and  these  docu- 
ments perfectly  agree  with  those  which  two  months  ago  came  into  the  hands  of  your 
excellency,  the  authenticity  whereof  was  guaranteed  to  you  by  the  government  of  the 
Tycoon  itself  about  the  time  that  an  envoy  of  the  Gorogio  informed  the  legations  of  France 
and  England  that  the  Tycoon  was  going  to  Kioto  for  the  purpose  of  quieting  the  effects  of 
the  opposition  of  the  Japanese  princes  against  the  treaties.  This  was  the  day  before  the 
diplomatic  residences  at  Tedo  were  destroyed  by  fire. 

We  have  then  judged,  in  view  of  the  present  unsettled  state  of  the  minds  of  the  higher 
classes  in  Japan,  that,  in  the  first  place,  regard  should  be  had  to  guarantee  as  much  as 
possible  the  execution  of  the  treaties,  evidently  threatened  by  this  deplorable  crisis  which 
has  lasted  so  many  months  already  and  is  indefinitely  lengthened ;  and  that,  in  order  to 
arrive  at  a  satis&ctory  result,  or  one  in  agreement  with  the  nature  of  our  treaties,  we  had 
best  leave  special  questions  to  one  or  other  of  the  treaty  powers,  and  take  advantage  of  the 
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prpTCOoe  of  the  naval  forces  of  tbe  two  nations,  to  frankly  offer  to  the  regular  government, 
with  which  we  have  treated  for  the  empire  of  Japan,  the  eupport  which  may  be  useful  to 
it,  in  order  to  triumph  over  the  blind  antagonistg  of  its  foreign  policy. 

I  have,  therefore,  in  concert  with  the  representative  of  Great  Britain,  made  to  the  gov- 
eniment  of  the  Tycoon  the  formal  proposition  of  the  full  support  in  the  present  circum- 
stances, not  only  of  tbe  forces  now  assembled  in  Eanagawa  roads,  but  also  of  such  additional 
t»Tc*^  as  may  be  necessary. 

We  shall  await  fvT  some  days  the  answer  of  the  government  of  the  Tycoon,  after  which, 
in  case  of  refusal,  we  leave  to  tiiis  sovereign  the  eotire  responsibility  of  his  acts  or  the 
events,  by  acting  according  to  circumstances,  and  with  the  consciousness  of  baviog  ex- 
h»a»ted  all  the  means  of  arriving  at  understanding  and  conciliation,  to  find  ouiselves  only 
iu  presence  of  iormal  refusals^  either  to  just  demands,  or  to  frank,  useful,  and  regolftr 
propositions. 

I  hope,  sir,  as  also  does  my  colleague  of  England,  that  this  line  of  action  will  receive  the 
spprohation  of  all  the  governments  having  treaties  with  Japan,  and  that  you  will  be  pleased 
to  submit  it  to  the  government  of  tbe  United  States. 

Be  pleased,  sir,  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the 
houur  to  be  your  excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

DDCHE8NE  DE  BELLECOURT. 
MtniOgr  Plmipotttdiary  qf  Fnma  in  Jc^pam, 

His  Excellency  Geniral  Pbiiyn, 

JTtitisttfr  Rmdenl  qf  the  United  8Uda, 


The  Mimater  of  France  to  the  Chrogio. 

Yokohama,  Eanagawa,  April  21,  1863. 

ExciLUHons :  I  exceedingly  regret  at  this  grave  juncture  that  an  accideut  which  seri- 
oudy  affected  my  health  this  last  fortnight  prevented  me  from  communicating  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Tycoon,  as  well  my  personal  views,  always  animated  by  the  sincerest  feelings 
of  equity  and  conciliation,  as  those  of  the  government  of  his  Blajebty  the  Emperor  of  the 
French,  my  august  sovereign,  respecting  tbe  question  of  the  demand  now  being  presented 
by  the  government  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  England  on  tbe  subject  of  the  several  mur- 
derons  assaults  upon  British  subjects  in  the  empire  of  Japan,  where  the  government  of  the 
Tjrcoon  had  solemnly  engaged  itself  to  guarantee  free  movement  and  security  to  foreigners. 

Notwithstanding  the  illness  which  prevented  my  occupying  myself  actively  with  the 
business  now  pending,  I  have  harl  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  information  upon  all  the 
various  phases  of  the  present  situation,  and  I  have  embraced  every  opportunity  to  give  to 
the  government  of  the  Tycoon  my  advice  and  the  opinion  of  the  imperial  government, 
hoping  that  this  advice,  and  my  comments  which  accompanied  it,  might  have  some  inflo- 
sooe  upon  the  decision  of  the  Japanese  government. 

Time  passes  rapidly,  though  without  bringing  any  solution  ;  and  from  the  silence  kept 
towaids  me  by  tbe  high  government  of  Japan,  even  in  regard  to  the  various  questions 
specially  relating  to  France,  notwithstanding  the  steps  I  personally  took  at  Yedo  in  Feb- 
ruary last,  I  must  conclude  that  my  officious  (officientes)  communications  have  not  reached 
tbe  Japanese  government  in  the  manner  in  which  I  took  care  to  prenent  them  in  a  conver- 
sation which  I  had  with  the  minister  of  the  United  States  on  the  important  subject  of  the 
British  demand. 

Hence  it  is  now  my  duty  to  renew  this  communication  to  the  Japanese  government  more 
directly,  in  order  that  it  may  be  enabled  to  derive  from  it,  in  the  discussions  which  may 
arise  in  the  councils  of  state  in  tbe  present  situation,  such  benefit  as  may  best  subserve  the 
interests  of  justice,  as  also  those  of  the  quiet  and  tranquillity  of  this  empire,  with  which 
the  European  powers  have  no  other  object  than  to  live  in  perfect  harmony  under  that  un- 
changeable respect  for  the  rights  and  the  dignity  of  all  the  treaty  powers  of  which  the 
principles  of  international  law  prescribe  to  all  nations  a  scrupulous  observance  or  courteous 
reparation  when  accidental  offence  has  been  given  to  the  right  or  the  dignity  of  one  or  other 
amongst  them. 

The  government  of  the  Emperor  has  been  informed  by  the  British  government  that  the 
representative  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  had  receiver!  instructions  to  claim, 
from  tbe  government  of  the  Tycoon,  justice  for  the  barbarous  assaults  so  audaciously  com- 
mitted by  subjects  of  tbe  Japanese  empire  upon  British  subjects. 

The  Japanese  government  will  acknowledge  that  (he  government  of  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  has  given  earnest  proof  of  its  kind  disposition  towards  Japan. 

Taking  into  consideration  in  various  respects,  and  for  a  certain  time,  the  internal  diffi- 
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cnlties  which,  as  stated  hy  the  goveniment  of  the  Tycoon,  it  meets  with  in  the  execntion 
of  the  treaties;  bat,  od  the  other  hand,  and  even  because  of  the  cordiality  of  which  it  has 
BO  often  given  proof  to  the  Japanese  government,  it  has  deemed  proper  in  the  interest  of 
the  Japanese  govemmeDt  itself  to  manifest  its  opinion  on  the  bearing  of  the  obligatioDS  of 
the  government  of  this  empire  in  snch  regpretable  oircnmstanceft  as  those  now  in  qnestion; 
hence  the  imperial  government,  actuated  by  the  hope  that  this  manifestation  of  opinion 
would  furuish  the  government  of  the  Tycoon  with  additional  argument  to  triumph  over  the 
obstacles  which  its  disposition  to  respond  to  the  demands  of  England  might  encounter  on 
the  part  of  obstreperous  minds,  has  decided  that  the  presence  of  the  French  flag  in  the 
waters  of  Tedo,  when  the  representatives  of  her  Britannic  Majesty  would  present  the  de- 
mand, should  establish,  in  promotion  of  a  happy  solution  of  the  present  difficulties,  its 
concurrence  in  opinion,  which  in  this  case  joins  it  to  the  just  cause,  which  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  finds  itself  in  the  incontestable  right  to  maintain,  by 
claiming  from  the  sense  of  justice  of  a  government  so  enlightened  as  that  of  the  Tycoon 
an  honorable  satis&ction  for  the  blood  of  its  subjects,  shed  with  impunity  in  the  entire  ab- 
sence of  provocation  in  time  of  peace,  and  contrary  to  all  principles  of  natural  as  well  as 
of  treaty  rights. 

In  bringing  this  communication  to  the  knowledge  of  the  high  government  of  Japan,  I 
cherish  the  hope  that  the  result,  the  aooomplidiment  of  which  the  government  of  my  au- 
gust sovereign  has  had  in  view  in  taking  this  decision,  wOl  only  promote  peace  and  good 
relations  between  Japan  and  the  western  powers. 

DUCHESNE  DE  BELLEOOURT, 

Mtnikter  PlmipaLtntiary  qf  Franm. 


Lmatioh  01  TBI  Unttid  Statu  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  May  7,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  morning  of  your  excellency's 
letter  of  the  6th  instant,  transmitted  through  the  United  States  consulate  at  Kaoagawa. 

The  views  therein  communicated  by  your  excellency,  as  to  the  propriety  of  giving  sup- 
port to  the  Tycoon,  are  in  harmony  with  those  expressed  at  our  conference  at  Too  Sonje, 
the  day  succeeding  the  unfortunate  murders  of  June.  It  has  always  appeared  to  me  that 
it  was  the  true  policy  and  duty  of  the  treaty  powers  to  give  to  this  government  moral  sup- 
port, and  material  support  even,  if  called  on,  against  the  hostility  which  the  liberal  policy 
it  has  inaugurated  has  naturally  aroused  in  a  portion  of  this  empire. 

The  harmonious  and  vigorous  co-operation  of  all  the  treaty  powers  in  rapport  of  the 
Tycoon  would  be  regarded  by  me  as  likely  to  confirm  his -power,  and  peaceably,  but  not  the 
less  effectually,  to  bring  about  a  fiivorable  solution  of  all  the  internal  troubles  of  this 
empire  growing  out  of  its  foreign  relations,  and  all  its  complications  with  the  treaty 
powers. 

It  would,  moreover,  be  in  accordance  with  the  proposal  of  the  ^President  of  the  United 
States  to  the  treaty  powers  in  1861. 

I  shall  transmit  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  my  government  with  great  pleasure,  though  I 
expect  to  receive  instructions  on  the  question  before  your  letter  will  have  reached  the 
United  States. 

On  the  16th  of  February  last  I  communicated  to  my  government  the  information  that 
the  government  of  Japan  feared  a  civil  war  might  take  place,  and  had  asked  me  what 
course  the  United  States  would  pursue  in  such  event;  to  which  I  had  replied,  '*that  the 
United  States  would  be  deeply  interested  in  such  a  struggle,  and  that  all  the  moral  support 
it  could  render,  and  all  the  material  support  which  would  be  justified  by  intematiooal 
law,  would  doubtless  be  given;  and  that  it  was  my  opinion  that,  if  called  on  by  tiie  gov- 
ernment of  the  Tycoon  for  aid,  all  the  treaty  powers  would  be  justified  In  giving  it  in  self- 
defence,  and  would  give  it  if,  as  was  said,  the  object  of  the  hostile  daimios  was  to  drive 
out  foreigners." 

I  have  reason,  therefore,  to  hope  that  even  by  this  time  our  respective  governments  may 
have  interchanged  views  on  the  subject  in  question. 

Should  the  government  of  his  Majesty  the  Tycoon  be  disposed  meanwhile  to  accept  the 
assistance  of  the  fleets  of  France  and  England,  now  in  these  seas,  I  have  no  observation  to 
offer,  AS  neither  your  excellency  nor  our  colleague  of  Great  Britain  has  done  me  the  honor 
either  to  invite  me  to  your  conference  or  to  ask  my  opinion  in  reference  to  the  results  of 
your  deliberations 

The  government  of  his  Majesty  the  Tycoon  has,  I  have  reason  to  helieve,  full  faith  in 
the  peaceful  and  friendly  disposition  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  but  at  the 
same  time,  also,  full  knowledge  of  the  conditions  ai;tached  thereto,  as  it  has  very  recently, 
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as  heretofore,  been  distiDCtly  {nformed,  pnrstiant  to  express  instnictloiis  gfven  me  to  that 
efiect,  *Hhat  it  can  only  ha^e  friendship,  or  even  peace,  with  the  United  States,  by  pro- 
tecting citizens  and  subjects  of  foreign  powers  from  domestic  violeoce." 

Your  allusion  in  your  letter  to  the  Gorogio  of  the  21st  ultimo,  with  a  copy  of  which  you 
have  kindly  favored  me,  to  a  conversation  with  myself,  induces  mu  to  remark,  that  though 
your  excelleucy  made  no  request  that  I  should  make  the  Japanese  government  acquainted 
with  the  opinions  you  expressed,  I  did  not  fiiil,  in  view  both  of  your  absence  fr«»m  Yedo 
and  your  unfortunate  accident,  to  make  known  that  your  excellency  was  of  opinion  that 
the  demand  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government  should  be  promptly  complied  with,  and 
that  your  excellency  expected  the  French  admiral  to  arrive  here  for  the  purpose  of  testifying 
to  the  sympathy  of  his  Imperial  Majesty's  government  with  the  British  demand  for  reparti- 
tion. 

Be  pleased  to  accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  be  your  excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

ROBERT  H   PRUYN, 
Mmiatir  ResiderU  </  the  United  States  in  Jc^an, 

HIb  Excellency  DuoHiBBNB  db  Bsllboourt, 

Mmitter  FlempatenOary  ^  France  in  Japan. 


No.  36.]  Yokohama,  Maif  6,  1863. 

Sie:  I  have  had  the  honor  on  more  than  one  occasion  to  communicate  to  you  the  situa- 
tion of  the  differences  pending  between  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government  and  that  of 
Japan,  arising  out  of  the  barbarous  murders  committed  upon  British  subjects. 

The  last  intimation  which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  was,  to  acquaint  you  that,  upon  the 
earnest  representations  of  the  Japanese  government,  I  had  extended  the  term  for  a  definite 
reply  to  the  categorical  demands  for  reparation  which  I  had  been  instructed  by  my  govern- 
ment to  make  to  the  11th  instant. 

As  the  period  approached  for  the  expiration  of  this  new  term,  my  colleague,  the  repre- 
sentative of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  in  pursuance  of  his  instructions,  in- 
formed the  Japanese  ministers  of  the  entire  sympathy  of  the  Emperor's  government  with 
the  just  cause  in  which  her  Majesty's  government  found  itself  at  i^sue  with  that  of  Japan, 
and  of  the  desire  of  the  Emperor  that  the  French  flag  should  appear  by  the  side  of  that  of 
Great  Britain,  during  the  demonstration  which  might  become  necessary  to  bring  the  Japanese 
government  to  a  true  sense  of  its  duty  and  of  its  treaty  obligations. 

In  this  conjuncture,  Rear-Admiral  Jaur^s,  commandmg  his  Imperial  Majesty's  naval 
forces  in  China  and  Japan,  has  arrived  at  this  anchorage,  when,  after  judging  for  himself  of 
the  situation  of  affairs,  he  had  declared  his  firm  and  resolute  intention  of  acting  in  concert 
with  the  British  admiral  in  the  present  critical  situation  of  affairs. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  natural  result  has  been  the  adoption  of  a  just  action  be- 
tween the  diplomatic  and  naval  authorities  of  the  two  nations  in  respect  to  the  present 
difficultiee. 

Impressed  with  these  sentiments,  and  taking  into  earnest  consideration  the  evident  diffi- 
calties  of  the  Tycoon's  government,  arising  out  of  the  increasing  hostility  of  certain  power- 
fol  daimios,  thereby  placing  in  peril  the  very  existence  of  the  Tycoon's  dynasty  and  its 
incapacity  to  carry  out  its  treaty  engagements,  my  colleague  of  France  and  myself  have 
distinctly  informed  the  envoy  of  the  Gorogio,  Ta  Ke  Moto-Kaino  ELami,  conjointly,  and  in 
the  presence  and  with  the  concurrence  of  the  British  and  French  admirals,  that,  desirous  of 
averting  by  ail  possible  means  in  our  power,  and  to  the  last  extremity,  all  interruption  of 
peaceful  relations,  the  British  and  French  admirals  were  prepared  to  strengthen  the  hands 
of  the  Tycoon's  government  by  an  active  co-operation  against  the  hostile  daimioe,  who 
hare  ranged  themselves  under  the  banner  of  the  Mikado,  to  wage  a  war  of  antagonism 
against  the  Tycoon,  and  under  pressure  impede  hioi  from  <;arrying  out  the  obligations  he 
has  deliberately  contracted  with  foreign  states. 

The  grounds  upon  which  this  proffered  aid  is  based  is,  1st,  the  avowal  of  the  Tycoon's 
government  itself  of  the  opposition  it  encounters  in  its  relations  with  foreigners,  on  the 
part  oT  certain  powerful  daimios  specifically  named ;  2d,  upon  the  knowledge  which  has 
been  conveyed  to  us  of  peremptory  and  arrogant  written  appeals  addressed  to  the  Tycoon 
and  his  counsel,  by  eleven  of  the  most  influential  of  those  daimios,  against  all  intercourse 
with  foreigners,  and  the  authenticity  of  which  is  not  denied  by  the  government  envoy ; 
and,  finally,  upon  a  correspondence  between  the  Mikado  and  the  Tycoon,  wherein  the  for- 
mer enjoins  the  immediate  expulsion  of  foreigners ;  the  authenticity  of  which,  as  you  are 
aware,  and  did  us  the  honor  officially  to  inform  us,  was,  with  slight  reserve,  acknowledged 
by  the  'Tycoon's  government.  ><-^  t 
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The  proffer  of  asfllstanoe  thus  made  with  as  much  frankneBS  as  eanieetaeas  most  neces- 
sarily be  oommuDicated  to  the  Tycoon  himself,  and  with  this  view  an  additional  term  has 
now  been  solicited  and  granted  for  its  acceptance  or  rejection ;  or,  in  other  words,  whether 
it  will  accept  such  undoubted  and  unmistakable  proof  of  our  earnest  desire  to  make  every 
possible  allowance  for  the  difficult  situation  of  the  Tycoon  and  his  government,  by  coming 
now  to  its  aid,  in  order  that  it  may  become  enabled  to  carry  out  its  inevitable  obligationSi 
or  take  upon  itself  the  responsibility  of  a  refusal. 

Ihe  new  term  referred  to  extends  to  the  2ist  instant,  at  the  expiration  of  which  I  shall 
again  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  situation  of  afhirs ;  but  I  would  especially  re- 
quest your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  fresh  term  now  accorded,  during  which  no  aggres- 
sive act  will  be  directed  against  the  Japanese  government  and  territory,  is  conditionid,  the 
Japanese  envoy  having  consented  to  arrest  the  lamentable  condition  of  affairs  at  Tokoliama, 
and  to  adopt  measures  to  arrest  any  further  departure  of  the  inhabitants,  and  assuring,  also, 
the  provisioDiog  of  the  town.  A  failure  in  carrying  into  effect  these  engagements  will  be 
held  by  the  British  and  French  admirals  to  be  an  initiative  of  hostilities  on  the  part  of  the 
Tycoon's  government,  which  is  avowedly,  and,  in  fact,  sufficiently  strong  to  put  a  stop  to  a 
panic  purposely  instigated  with  a  view  to  plunder  and  confusion.  A  contianance  of  the 
present  condition  of  affairs  on  the  part  of  the  Japanese  authorities  will,  therefore,  necessi- 
tate, on  the  part  of  the  British  and  French  admirals,  corresponding  measures,  which,  should 
they  become  necessary,  will  be  duly  commuuicated  to  the  representatives  of  foreign  states. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  rir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EDWARD  ST.  JOHN  NEALE. 

General  B.  H.  PBimi, 

MinuUr  Retident  qf  the  UniUd  Statet  m  Jcgm, 


No.  63  ]  LiOATiOM  or  thb  Uioted  Statis  nv  Japan, 

Yedo,  May  8,   1863. 

8iii:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant.  I 
was  thiB  day  informed  by  the  government  that  a  letter  had  been  received  from  the  minister 
for  foreign  affairs  at  Kioto,  stating  that  his  Majesty  the  Tycoon  had  arrived  in  that  city  on 
the  4th,  and  had  an  interview  with  the  Mikado  on  the  7th  of  this  third  month,  which  had 
been  continued  from  10  o'clock  a.  m.  till  midnight ;  that  his  reception  had  been  agreeable 
in  all  respects,  and  far  more  pleasant  than  he  had  anticipated ;  that  his  final  audience  was 
to  have  taken  place  on  the  12th,  and  the  time  for  his  departure  was  fixed  for  the  14th  of 
this  third  Japanese  month ;  but  that  the  Tycoon,  at  the  time  of  their  writing,  had  been 
ordered  to  remain  for  some  days  looger,  and  that  the  day  when  he  wotUd  leave  was  there- 
fore unknown. 

The  tenor  of  the  letter  led  the  government  to  expect  there  would  be  a  better  accord 
between  the  Mikado  and  the  Tycoon. 

I  was  also  informed  at  the  same  time  that  Tft-ke-mo-to  Eai-no-kami  had  that  day  left 
for  Kioto  on  a  special  mission  to  the  Tycoon  in  reference  to  the  proposals  made  by  yourself 
and  the  minister  of  France ;  that  it  was  expected  uvm  days  each  way  would  be  occupied  in 
his  journey,  and  one  day  for  his  stay  in  that  city,  and  he  was  expected  to  return  on  the 
2dd  instant. 

I  cherish  the  hope  that  an  arrangement  may  be  made  which  will  finally  determine  Uie 
policy  of  this  empire  and  preserve  to  it  the  blessings  of  peace. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRTJTN, 
MmiMer  Resideni  of  the  United  States  m  Japwa, 

Colonel  B.  8r.  John  Nbalr, 

Ber  BritamUe  Mafeaty'i  Chcargi  ^  Affairee  m  Japan. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  25.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  May  8,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  was  this  day  informecl,  by  order  of  the  Qorogio,  by  Jakemoto  Hayato 
No  Kami,  one  of  the  governors  for  foreign  affairs,  of  the  details  of  the  interview 
between  the  ministers  and  admirals  of  France  and  England  with  Jakemoto  £ju 
No  Kami  and  himself,  as  the  envoys  of  the  Grorogio.  ^^ 
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They  bad  several  times  declined  the  offer  of  assistance  to  the  Tycoon,  fearing 
that  the  knowledge  even  that  such  a  proposition  had  been  made  might  disturb 
the  peace  of  the  empire ;  but  that  finally,  as  the  ministers  and  admirals  were  not 
satisfied  with  their  answer,  the  government  has  reluctantly  agreed  to  despatch 
an  officer  in  whom  they  had  entire  confidence  to  the  Tycoon,  and  that  the  first 
of  the  two  governors  named  had  accordingly  been  despatched  for  the  purpose 
of  making  known  to  the  Tycoon  this  offer,  and  return  with  his  reply. 

This  governor,  Hayato  No  Kami,  further  stated  that  the  whole  matter  had 
been  kept  secret,  and  was  unknown  even  to  his  colleagues,  the  governors  for 
foreign  affairs — the  knowledge  being  confined  to  the  two  governors  named  and 
the  Gorogio. 

Unless  a  collision  shall  have  taken  place  at  Kioto,  or  the  civil  war,  which  I 
wrote  you  on  the  16th  of  February  last  was  feared,  shall  break  out  or  appear 
imminent,  I  do  not  anticipate  the  offer  will  be  accepted.  I  believe  that  &*  the 
alternative  be  distinctly  presented,  a  foreign  war  will  be  accepted,  if  thereby  a 
civil  war  may  be  averted,  calamitous  as  it  may  prove. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minuter  Residejit  in  Japan. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 


Mr.  Pruf/n  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  2^.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  May  11,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  (No.  1)  copy  and  translation  of 
a  letter  from  the  minister  of  France,  supplementary  to  his  letter  of  the  5th  in- 
stant, copy  of  which  formed  enclosure  No.  1  of  my  despatch  No.  24,  and  No.  2, 
copy  of  my  reply  to  the  same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectftiUy,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minister  Resident  in  Japan. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


[Enclonire  No.  L] 
Mr.  BeUeeouri  to  Mr.  Prui/n* 

Legation  and  Consulatb  General  or  Franob  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  May  8,  186S. 
Sir:  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  I  hejc  to  call  yonr  excellency's  atten- 
tion to  an  important  point  relating  to  the  fresh  extension  granted  in  the  conference  of  the 
ftame  day  between  the  French  and  Engiish  representatives  and  admirals  ;  one  of  the  condi- 
tions of  this  postponement  being  that  the  governor  of  Kanagawa  should  at  once  put  a  stop 
to  the  deplorable  state  of  things  resulting  from  the  cessation  of  all  trade  and  the  disap- 
pearance of  all  servants  and  coolies  in  the  employ  of  foreigners;  on  non-compliance  with 
which  the  admirals  would  consider  that  in  suffering  this  state  of  things  to  remain  the 
Japanese  themselves  take  the  initiative  of  hostilities,  and  would  then,  in  the  interest  of  the 
general  security  of  the  settlement  of  Yokohama,  take  all  measures  rendered  necessary  by 
the  state  of  affairs.  It  is  agreed,  sir,  that  in  such  call  we  would  immediately  inform  yon 
of  these  measures. 

Be  pleased  to  accept,  sir,  the  renewed  assurance  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

DUCHESNE  DE  BELLECOURT, 
Minuter  PUnqwtentiary  qf  France  in  Japan.. 
His  Excellency  Kobsrt  H.  Peutn,  Esq  ,  ^,y,  ,.^..  .y  _  _  — Sl^ 

Minister  of  the  United  States  in  J<^9an.  -y  -^v.  ^y  ^ 
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[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

Mr.  Prvyn  to  Mr.  BdUcouH, 

No.  64.1  Ligation  of  thk  Unitbd  States  nr  Japaw, 

Tedo,  May  11,  186S. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jonr  excellency's  letter  of  the  8th 
instant,  of  which,  being  supplementary  to  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant  therein  referred  to, 
I  shall  also  transmit  a  copy  to  my  goTcrnment. 

Be  pleased  to  accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I  hare  the 
honor  to  be  your  excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN. 
MiniMer  RuidaU  qf  the  VhiUd  SioUb  in  Japtm. 
His  Excellency  DuoHrans  db  Bsllboourt, 

Minider  Plenipotentiary  (/  Frtmce. 


Mr,  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  27.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Yedo,  May  12,  1863. 
Sir:  England  and  France  have  offered  to  assist  the  Tycoon  against  the  hoa- 
tile  daimios.     The  offer  will  probably  be  declined.     Then  coercive  measures 
will  follow.     The  United  States  steamer  Wyoming  is  at  Kanagawa. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 
Minister  Resident,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  SfC. 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  despatch  sent  to  the  collector  at  San  Fraoclflco,  to  be  sent  \ff 
telegraph  to  Washington. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  28.]  Legation  op  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  May  12,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  inform  you  that  on  the  6th  instant,  as  the 
Japanese  people  were  leaving  Yokohama,  large  bodies  of  laborers  marched 
through  the  streets  of  the  place,  demanding  payment  of  the  sums  due  for 
wages.  A  number  gathered  before  the  house  of  R.  Schoyer,  an  American 
citizen,  threatening  his  life  and  property.  Mr.  Schoyer  paid  a  large  sum  for 
labor  which  was  not  actually  due  under  his  contract.  Another  body  gathered 
before  the  place  of  business  of  Monsieur  Bourret,  a  French  subject,  making 
similar  demands  in  his  absence ;  here,  being  probably  too  excited,  his  clerk, 
Dupontes,  fired  on  the  contractor,  who  headed  them.  About  the  same  time 
the  vice-consul  of  France,  La  Peyrouse,  arrived,  and  also  shot  the  man,  who  like- 
wise received  two  bayonet  wounds  from  one  or  more  of  the  French  guard. 

The  previous  evening  Mr.  J.  0.  P.  Steams,  an  American  citizen,  was  attacked 
on  his  own  premises  by  some  laborers,  and  greatly  bruised ;  he  was  fortunately 
rescued  by  his  servants. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  Mr.  Samuel  Robertson,  an  American  citizen,  was 
seized  in  his  house  and  forcibly  carried  off  (as  he  thinks)  towards  the  swamp 
in  the  rear  of  Yokohama,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  him  to  death.  Mr.  Rod- 
ertson  was  fortunately  rescued  by  some  Americans,  and  some  of  the^  British 
guard.  .,,__,  ^OOgle 
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I  have  not  received  any  report  from  our  consul  on  these  matters;  he  is  now 
engaged  in  taking  testimony.  I  have,  at  the  request  of  the  Japanese  govern- 
ment, to  which  I  made  vigorous  remonstrances,  instituted  some  inquiries. 

I  propose  making  no  specific  demand  for  reparation,  other  than  the  punish- 
ment of  the  offenders. 

I  abstain  from  making  any  demand  for  pecuniary  compensation,  though  strongly 
urged  to  do  so,  in  the  absence  of  full  knowledge  of  the  facts  ;  because  I  think 
such  demand  would  be  ill-timed  now,  and  because  I  think  it  proper  to  submit 
the  whole  case  to  the  President. 

Whatever  demand  be  made  should  be  made  after  due  deliberation,  and  then  * 
never  abandoned. 

I  will  inform  this  government  that  I  propose  referring  the  case  to  the  Presi- 
dent, taking  care  to  notify  them  that  the  punishment  meanwhile  of  the  offenders 
will  be  viewed  with  satisfaction  by  the  President. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minister  Resident  in  Japan. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  IVashington. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  29.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  May  26,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  regret  to  have  to  announce  to  you  the  total  destruction  by  fire  of  the 
buildings  occupied  by  this  legation  in  this  city  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  of 
the  24th  instant. 

The  books  and  archives  of  the  legation,  with  the  exception  of  some  printed 
volumes,  I  am  happy  to  say  are  saved,  though  mostly  in  a  more  or  less  damaged 
condition.  A  heavy  rain  was  falling  at  the  time,  and  it  is  difficult  to  say  which 
had  the  mastery  in  the  work  of  destruction,  rain  or  fire. 

Although  the  buildings  were  about  two  hundred  feet  long,  and  the  fire  com- 
menced at  the  end  farthest  from  the  office,  when  I  attempted  to  save  some  of 
my  clothing  and  furniture,  after  attending  to  the  public  property,  I  was  borne  off 
by  the  Yakunius  in  charge,  who  remonstrated  on  account  of  the  danger. 

In  fifteen  minutes  the  entire  building  was  in  flames.  You  will  find  it  difficult 
to  understand  this  unless  you  bear  in  mind  that  all  the  partitions  are  of  exceed- 
ingly light  wood  and  paper,  with  thicker  paper  where  privacy  is  to  be  secured. 

All  my  furniture,  with  a  few  trifling  exceptions,  is  destroyed,  but  I  think, 
myself  and  each  of  my  family  can  boast  a  change  of  clothing. 

I  received  information  a  few  moments  ago  that  the  mail  steamer  leaves  for 
Shanghai  early  to-morrow,  and  have  no  time  to  enter  into  particulars. 

I  desire  to  believe,  for  the  sake  of  this  government  as  well  as  our  own»  that 
this  fire  was  purely  accidental.  Still,  for  weeks,  and  even  for  months  past, 
repeated  attempts  have  been  made  to  induce  me  to  leave  Yedo. 

A  few  hours  after  the  fire  occurred  I  received  several  visits  of  condolence  from 
various  governors  of  foreign  affairs  by  order  of  the  Grorogio,  at  all  of  which  it 
seemed  taken  for  granted  I  would  at  once  leave  for  Yokohama.  I  was  assured, 
however,  of  protection  while  here. 

I  have  replied  that  I  have  no  fears  for  my  personal  safety,  and  never  had, 
and  have  demanded  that  other  quarters  be  assigned  me. 

While  desiring  to  avoid  the  charge  of  being  foolhardy,  and  not  disguising  the 
to  that  all  our  citizens  at  Yokohama  advise  and  desire  me  to  leave  Yedo,  I 
have  determined  not  to  do  so  at  least  till  other  quarters  have  been  assigned  ire^ 
and  my  right  of  residence  here  be  thus  acknowledged.  •  ^,y,  ,.^^ .,  ^jOOqIc 
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It  is  possible  that  |  may  then  leave  on  a  visit  of  a  few  weeks  to  Yokobamat 
as  the  Tycoon  and  his  ministers  are  still  absent,  and  at  the  present  time  it  may 
also  be  well  to  be  near  my  colleagues.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  no  injury  was 
sustained  by  any  person. 

The  Yakunius  on  guard  were  active  and  kind.  The  number  of  guards  around 
the  premises  on  the  night  of  the  fire  was  over  500.  As  Che  flames  spread  I  was 
obliged  to  go  from  building  to  building  on  the  premises,  and  it  was  a  singular 
spectacle,  as  I  passed  the  di£ferent  guard-houses,  to  witness  the  men  seated 
quietly  at  their  posts,  while  the  air  was  filled  with  huge  sparks  which  were  fly- 
ing over  them. 

If  the  building  was  purposely  fired,  no  better  night  could  have  been  selected 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  conflagration. 

The  adjoining  temple  was  not  destroyed,  only  the  legation  buildings,  three 
dwellings  occupied  by  priests,  the  building  occupied  by  the  officers  of  the  guard, 
and  a  few  of  the  guard-houses. 

Captain  McDougal  kindly  offered  to  come  up  with  the  "Wyoming  at  once,  but 
I  promptly  declined  his  offer,  desiring  him  to  remain  at  Yokohama  for  the  pro- 
tection of  our  citizens. 

While  believing  that  my  remaining  at  Yedo  thus  far  will  meet  the  approval 
of  the  President,  I  hope  that,  should  I  find  it  advisable  to  leave  for  a  season,  H 
will  not  receive  his  censure,  but  that  he  will  kindly  consider  that  I  have  stood 
fire  long  enough  in  the  absence  both  of  life  and  fire  insurance  companies  in  this 
city. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRiUYN, 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Minister  Resident  in  Japan* 


Mr,  Pruyn  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  30.1  Legation  op  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yedo,  May  26,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  time  fixed  for  a  reply  to  the  British  and  French  proposals  expired 
on  the  21st  instant. 

I  have  been  confidentially  informed  by  this  government  of  the  nature  of  the 
reply.  The  offer  of  assistance  is  declined.  While  assurances  are  given  of  its  wil- 
lingness to  pay  the  sum  demanded  by  the  British  government,  it  is  represented 
that  it  must  be  at  some  future  day,  after  the  Tycoon  has  succeeded  in  quieting 
the  troubles  which  prevail.  It  is  urged  that  the  payment  at  this  time  would 
precipitate  civil  war ;  that  there  is  a  good  understanding  between  the  Mikado 
and  the  Tycoon,  and  that  the  authority  of  the  latter  will  soon  be  greatly 
strengthened,  and  that  as  soon  as  the  sum  can  be  paid  with  safety  it  will  be 
done. 

As  the  interview  with  the  British  and  French  ministers  terminated  only  yee- 
terday,  I  have  not  been  informed  how  they  are  disposed  to  regard  this,  but 
presume  they  will  consider  it  evasive  and  insincere. 

I  have  several  important  papers  emanating  from  the  Mikado  and  Tycoon, 
some  of  which  are  acKnowledged  to  be  genuine,  which  induce  me  to  fear  that  a 
settled  purpose  has  been  formed  to  endeavor  to  avoid  the  treaties,  though  the 
government  entirely  disavows  any  such  desire  or  purpose. 

/Google 
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Afl  I  ha^e  few  conveniences  for  writing,  and  so  little  time,  I  shall  be  obliged 
to  postpone  for  a  few  days  sending  jou  copies  of  these  papers. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minister  Resident  in  Japan, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Pruyn, 


Ko.  41.]  Dbpabtmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  June  6,  1863« 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  the  16th  of  February  (No.  10)  has  been  received. 

The  President  cheerfully  leaves  you  to  exercise  your  own  discretion  as  to  the 
waiver  of  any  points  that  mav  arise  between  yourself  and  the  govemment  of 
the  Tycoon  in  regard  to  the  change  of  the  location  in  Yedo  for  the  residence  of 
our  legation.  You  are,  however,  to  confer,  and,  if  possible,  agree  upon  the  sub- 
ject with  the  representatives  of  the  other  treaty  powers. 

The  letter  of  the  Mikado  to  the  Tycoon  is  ominous  of  serious  disturbance  of 
the  relations  which  have  recently  been  inaugurated  with  so  much  effect  through 
the  concert  of  the  principal  maritime  powers,  and  which  have  promised  such 
great  advantages  to  the  general  cause  of  progress  and  civilization.  You  will 
represent  to  the  ministers  of  foreign  affairs  that  it  is  not  at  all  to  be  expected 
that  any  one  of  those  powers  will  consent  to  the  suspension  of  their  treaties,  and 
that  the  United  States  will  co-operate  with  them  in  all  necessary  efforts,  and  by 
the  use  of  all  necessary  means,  to  maintain  and  secure  the  ftUfilment  of  the 
treaties  on  the  part  of  the  Japanese  govemment.  In  communicating  this  deter- 
mination, you  will  take  care  to  avoid,  as  far  as  possible,  any  expressions  which 
might  be  regarded  as  disrespectful  or  minatory,  while  you  wul,  on  the  other 
hand,  leave  no  room  for  the  supposition  that  this  govemment  can  separate  itself, 
in  any  way,  from  the  interests  of  the  other  treaty  powers.  The  occasion  is  one 
of  such  great  importance,  that  I  have  thought  it  expedient  to  communicate  to 
those  powers  a  copy  of  this  paper,  together  with  such  portions  of  your  despatch 
as  are  necessary  to  its  elucidation. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Robert  H.  Pruyn,  ^.,  ^.,  Yedo. 


Mr.  Prvyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  31.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yokohama,  June  12,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  remained  in  Yedo  until  the  after- 
noon of  the  31  St  ultimo.  I  thought  it  needful  to  do  so,  though  greatly  to  the 
sacrifice  of  comfort,  in  maintenance  of  my  right  of  residence. 

Having  secured  a  grant  of  a  temporary  residence  and  a  promise  that  it  should 
be  at  once  fitted  up,  I  had  completed  my  arrangements  to  leave  Yedo,  mean- 
while, for  this  place,  when  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.  of  Sunday,  the  31st  ultimo,  I  was 
waited  upon  by  Matsuidara  Suani  No  Kami,  govemor  for  foreign  affairs,  who 
stated  that  he  had  been  sent  by  the  ministers  to  inform  me  of  tne  discovery  of 
a  conspiracy  to  attack  the  legation  that  night;  that  papers  disclosing  such 
intention  had  fallen  into  the  possession  of  the  govemment ;  and  J;i^aJi|ig^a3y^6(M)Qlc 
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roninB  (two  sworded  men  without  means  of  support)  were  at  that  time  assemhled 
at  a  place  known  to  the  govemment  for  such  purpose ;  that  three  daimios  had 
been  charged  with  the  duty  of  surrounding  them ;  that  it  was  feared  thej  mi^t 
take  the  alarm  and  disperse,  or,  if  attacked,  some  might  escape,  and,  in  either 
event,  the  attack  on  the  legation  still  be  made ;  and  that  in  the  confusion  con- 
sequent thereon,  serious  injury  might  be  done  to  myself  or  some  one  attached  to 
the  legation ;  that  a  large  additional  force  had  been  sent  for  my  protection ;  but 
that  if  I  would  consent  to  leave  Yedo  that  afternoon  in  one  of  their  steamers, 
the  government  would  be  relieved  from  great  anxiety,  and  would  be  able  to  act 
with  more  vigor  against  the  ronins. 

I  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  insist  upon  remaining.  No  useiul  object  could  be 
gained  thereby,  as  I  intended,  in  any  event,  to  leave  in  the  morning,  and  as  this 
was  known  to  the  government,  it  seemed  hardly  credible  that  their  alarm  was 
feigned.  It  appeared  to  me,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  foolhardy  to  remain, 
particularly  as  my  residence  at  that  time  was  outside  the  line  of  guards  and 
incapable  of  perfect  protection,  and  that  in  the  event  of  an  attack  and  consequent 
injury,  my  doing  so  would  not  be  justified  by  the  President. 

About  5  o'clock  p.  m.,  surrounded  by  a  full  regiment  of  guards,  I  left  for  the 
hattoba,  (wharf,)  and  embarked  for  the  steamer  Tsho-Yo-Maro.  On  my  arrival 
it  was  found  that  oflGicers  and  engineers  were  on  shore,  and  no  orders  had  been 
given  for  my  reception,  thus  confirming  me  in  my  opinion  that  it  was  not  a 
mere  contrivance  for  hastening  my  departure.  Shortly  after,  these  officers  began 
to  appear,  steam  was  got  up,  and  the  vessel  prepared  to  leave. 

At  this  time  the  Swiss  envoy,  who  had  arrived  at  Yedo  a  few  days  before, 
made  his  appearance.  When  called  on  and  urged  to  leave  Yedo,  he  had  first 
repaired  to  the  United  States  legation  to  learn  my  intention.  Finding  that  I 
had  already  left  for  the  wharf,  he  had  consented  to  go  on  board  for  the  night, 
but  had  declined  to  leave,  as  his  furniture,  clothing,  presents,  &c.,  were  all  un- 
packed. When  he  found  the  vessel  was  about  starting,  he  expressed  his  sur- 
prise, and  informed  me  he  could  not  possibly  prepare  for  his  departure  earlier 
than  in  two  days. 

The  captain  offered  to  carry  him  back  to  Yedo  after  I  had  disembarked  at 
this  place.  I  finally  arranged  for  his  transfer  to  another  vessel,  where  he  spent 
that  night,  and  to  which  he  repaired  each  night  during  the  remainder  of  his  stay 
at  Yedo.     He  arrived  at  Yokohama  a  few  days  after  my  departure. 

Before  the  Swiss  envoy  had  been  transferred  to  the  other  vessel  I  received  a 
message  from  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  asking  me  to  persuade  him  to  leave 
Yedo,  which  I  declined  to  do.  After  my  arrival  here,  I  received  a  formal  letter, 
making  the  same  request ;  but  I  declined  to  influence,  in  any  way,  his  decision. 

About  3  o'clock  p.  m.  of  the  day  before  I  left  Yedo,  a  two-sworded  man 
had  been  murdered  near  the  legation,  and  very  near  the  place  of  Mr.  Heusken's 
murder.  I  have  information,  on  which  I  think  reliance  can  be  placed,  that  this 
man  was  one  of  the  murderers  of  Mr.  Heusken,  and  that  he  was  well  known  as 
such  in  Yedo,  having  frequently  made  boasts  to  that  effect.  I  have  the  honor 
to  enclose  (No.  1)  copy  of  a  paper  furnished  me  by  the  British  minister  bearing 
on  that  point ;  it  is  one  of  a  series  of  reports  he  has  obtained  by  means  of  the 
secret  service  fund  placed  at  his  disposal.  My  information  was  received  from  an 
entirely  distinct  source,  a  person  in  government  employ,  and  who,  at  the  time  he 
made  his  communication,  did  not  appear  to  comprehend  the  bearing  it  might 
have,  showing  the  falsehood  of  the  repeated  declarations  of  the  government  of 
its  inability  to  discover  and  apprehend  the  murderers. 

I  regret  to  say  that  though  the  ronins  thus  gathered  to  attack  the  United 
States  legation  have  been  arrested,  they  have  not  been  punished,  but  are 
actually  now  in  the  pay  of  the  government. 

I  have  complained  of  this,  and  the  answer  given  is,  that  the  word  ronin 

^  ^  .,„,_.,  ^oogle 
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means  a  person  destitute  of  the  means  of  support,  and  that  there  are  many  good 
men  among  them,  and  the  government  must  discrimmate. 

I  have  also  asked  for  information  as  to  this  murdered  man,  and  his  connexion 
inth  Mr.  Heusken's  murder.  Of  this  the  governor,  with  whom  I  had  the  con- 
versation, denies  all  knowledge,  saying  that  it  was  conjectured  he  was  the  chief 
•of  the  renins,  hut  not  known  as  such,  as  his  head  was  cut  o£f  and  had  disap- 
pearedy  and  he  could  not  he  identified.  This  I  know  to  be  false,  as  on  the  day 
of  the  murder  some  Japanese  officers  from  the  legation  visited  the  place  of  the 
murder,  where  the  body  still  laid,  awaiting  the  appearance  of  an  officer  similar  to 
•our  ooroner,  and  they  at  that  time  described  the  head  as  being  only  partially 
severed  firom  the  boay. 

As  to  his  participation  in  the  murder  of  Mr.  Heusken,  the  same  governor 
denied  having  heard  any  such  report,  and  said  if  such  a  rumor  prevail^  it  was 
probably  unfounded. 

I  consider  it  useless  to  write  to  the  ministers  on  the  subject,  as  their  answer 
will  doubtless  be  the  samel  It  is  difficult  to  know  what  to  believe,  or  even  to 
b^eve  anything. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minister  Resident  in  Japan. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

l9\formatum  reeewed  en  June  8,  1863. 

Eiokawa  hatciro,  the  chief  of  the  anti-foreign  looDiDS  (disbanded  retainers)  at  Yedo, 
who  was  coDBOcted  with  the  murder  of  the  regent  I-Kamin-no-Eami  last  year,  that  of  Mr. 
Henskeo,  the  secretary  of  the  United  States  legation,  and  implicated  also  in  the  first  attack 
on  her  Majesty's  legation,  as  well  as  in  the  attempted  murder  of  Ando  Tsusima  No  Kami, 
^member  of  the  Oorogio,)  was  killed  about  a  week  ago,  at  Tedo,  by  some  of  his  own  com- 
panions, in  the  middle  of  the  day,  and  near  the  spot  where  Mr.  Heosken  received  his 
woands.  He  was  killed  in  consequence  of  his  having  changed  his  mind  as  to  the  plan 
determined  upon  for  the  extermination  of  foreigners,  stating  that  it  was  useless  to  assault, 
at  the  time  agreed  upon,  the  American  legation,  where  there  were  but  three  citizens,  in- 
cluding the  minifiter,  and  thereby  endanger  or  render  more  difficult  their  general  slaughter ' 
at  Kanagawa  and  Yokohama  on  the  2ith  of  their  fourth  month,  (10th  of  June,  1868.) 

His  brother,  in  revenge,  went  to  the  Qorogio,  and,  announcing  himself  as  a  loonin,  con- 
fessed all  the  plans  which  had  been  agreed  upon,  and  which  they  had  bound  themselves  to 
carry  out.  Hence  the  precautionary  measures  taken  by  the  government,  the  placing  of 
the  Tycoon's  guards  around  Yokohama,  the  efforts  resorted  to  to  induce  the  American 
minister  to  leave  Tedo,  and  the  detention  in  daimios'  palaces  of  seven  or  eight  of  the 
leaders  of  this  band,  having  arrested  some  thirty,  and  the  greater  part  of  whom  have  been 
since  set  at  liberty. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  32.]  Legation  op  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yokohama,  June  15,  1863. 
SiB :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  No.  1,  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  me 
to  the  French  minister,  informing  him  of  the  destruction  by  fire  of  the  United 
States  legation  buildings  at  Yedo,  and  Nos.  2  and  3,  copies  of  replies  from  the 
French  minister  and  British  charg^  d'a£faires,  to  whom  a  similar  letter  had  been 
addressed  by  me. 
The  consul  general  of  the  Netherlands  left  Nagasaki  on  his  way  to  Java. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant,   • 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minister  Resident  in  Japan. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington.  Digitized  by  GoOglc 
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[Enclosure  Ifo.l.  J 
Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr,  D.  di  Bdkoowi, 

LBQiLTION  OF  THl  UNim)  StATRB  IN  JaPAK, 

Yokohama,  Jtm»  9,  186S. 

8ib:  I  have  the  honor  to  Inform  yon  of  the  destruction  by  fire  of  the  boildings  occupied 
by  the  United  States  legation  in  Tedo,  on  the  2ith  ultimo,  at  2  a.  m. 

As  I  have  already  unofficially  stated  to  you,  the  fire  originated  in  the  kitchen,  or  In  a 
small  building  adjoining,  and  in  fifteen  minutes  from  the  time  of  its  discovery,  enveloped 
BO  completely  the  entire  buildings  as  to  allow  me  only  opportunity  to  save  the  public 
archives. 

My  interviews  with  the  Japanese  government  in  relation  to  the  cause  of  the  fire,  and 
provision  for  another  residence,  and  my  temporary  removal  to  this  place,  must  be  my 
apology  for  the  delay  in  this  official  announcement. 

I  have  no  wish  to  attribute  the  destruction  of  the  legation  buildings  to  design,  nor  have 
I  any  reason  for  any  such  belief,  aside  from  the  great  desire  which  has  been  constantly 
shown  to  have  me  take  up  my  residence  in  this  place. 

Some  occurrences  calculated  to  excite  8U8picion  had  attracted  my  notice,  which  I  have 
frankly  stated  to  the  government.  While  their  force  has  been  admitted,  I  am,  neverthe- 
less, assured  that  the  evidence  taken  establishes,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  the  fire  was  acci- 
dental. 

The  government  has  prepared  plans  for  a  temporary  residence  for  me  in  the  large  temple 
within  the  enclosure,  which  was  not  destroyed,  and  I  suppose  the  work  on  such  temporary 
residence  has  been  commenced.  I  remained  in  Yedo  one  week  after  the  fire  to  arrange 
this,  refusing;  to  leave  the  city,  even  for  a  visit  to  this  place,  until  I  had  positive  aasurances 
of  such  providon  for  my  residence  at  Tedo. 

I  had  fixed  Ibe  time  of  my  departure  from  Yedo  on  such  visit  for  the  Ist  of  June,  but 
was  induced  to  leave  late  in  the  evening  of  the  day  preceding,  on  receiving  notice  from 
the  government  of  the  discovery  of  an  organization  to  attack  myself  and  the  guard  that 
night.  I  was  informed  that  an  additional  force  had  been  sent  for  my  protection,  but  that, 
in  the  event  of  a  night  attack,  some  accident  might  happen  to  me.  The  additional  argu- 
ment was  Btrongly  urged  that  my  removing  that  afternoon  would  leave  them  free  from 
apprehension  for  my  safety,  and  enable  them  to  act  with  more  vigor  against  the  conspira- 
tors (renins,)  whom  the  government,  at  the  very  time,  were  causing  to  be  surrounded. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  refuse  leaving  a  few  hours  earlier 
than  I  bad  intended. 

It  is  my  present  intention  to  resume  my  residence  at  Yedo  early  next  monUi* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  excellency's  obedient,  humble  servant. 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 
Minitter  RtnderU  qf  the  United  State*  in  Jn^nm, 

His  Excellency  Ducbksnb  db  BiLLioorBT, 

Minuter  FUnipoientiary  </  France  in  Japan, 


[EDclonare  No.  9.J 

Mr,  D.  de  BeUeeouH  to  Mr,  Pruyn, 

[Translation.] 

Ligation  hxn  Covsulatb  Gbrsbal  of  Franoi  in  Japan, 

Yokohama,  Kanagawa,  June  10,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday,  informing 
me  of  the  destruction  by  fire  of  the  United  States  legation  buildings  at  Yedo,  and  of  the 
circumstances  which  induced  you  to  hasten  the  arrangementB  taken  for  a  short  visit  to 
Yokohama. 

Your  excellency  is  aware  of  the  sympathy  I  felt  at  this  untoward  event.  I  beg  to  add 
that  I  hope,  with  you,  that  the  jRpane8e  government  will  prove,  by  energetic  action,  that, 
under  pretext  of  domestic  troubles,  it  will  not  allow  that  clause  of  the  treaties  to  be  set 
aside  which  stipulates  the  right  of  residence  of  the  diplomatic  agents  in  Yedo. 

Be  pleased  to  accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  your  excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

DUCHESNE  DE  BELLECOURT, 
Minitttr  FUnipotmOary  qf  France  m  Japan, 
His  Excellency  General  R.  H.  Prutn, 

MimtUr  Retidtni  </  the  United  Stake  in  Japan,  ^^  ^ ^^T^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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[BnclOffme  No.  3.] 

OoUmd  Nedk  to  Mr.^ruyn. 

Yokohama.,  June  12,  1863. 

Stat:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  (No.  64)  of  the  9tb 
faifltant,  upon  the  subject  of  the  destruction  by  fire  of  that  portion  of  the  temple  at  Yedo 
which  was  occupied  by  the  United  States  legation. 

I  beg  to  express  my  extreme  sympathy  and  deep  regret  at  this  untoward  and  unexpected 
event.  That  it  was  occasioned  by  the  act  of  political  incendiaries,  of  which  you  have  some 
su^icion,  I  have  little  doubt,  judging  from  the  contents  of  past  and  passing  events  of  a 
similar  character.  Tbe  general  plan  (now  evident  and  not  disavowed  by  the  Japanese 
government)  for  tbe  expulsion  of  foreigners  from  localities  where  their  presence  is  most 
distasteful,  is  visibly  enacting  before  our  eyes.  The  multiplicity  of  grievances,  and  ab- 
sence, at  present,  of  fitting  opportunity,  having  special  matters  on  hand,  alone  retards  the 
sweeping  away  of  the  ill-advised  and  futile  efforts  which  more  or  less  hostile  parties  in 
Japan  oppose  to  the  entire  and  complete  execution  of  trc*aty  obligations.  For  myself  I  beg 
leave  to  declare  that  I  will  enter  upon  that  work  systematically,  taking  the  obstructions 
presented  to  us  Mrurttm,  in  the  order  of  their  importance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant. 

E.  Sr.  JOHK  NBALE, 
Etr  BrUanme  Majaty^t  Ohargi  d^Affaka,  8fe  ,  8fe. 
General  Bobbrt  H.  P&unr, 

MimtUr  Hmdtnt  <f  the  VhiUd  StaUs  m  Japan. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  34.]  Legation  op  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yokohama,  June  16,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  after  a  protracted  negotiation,  and 
the  extension  several  times  of  the  period  noted  for  the  acceptance  or  reJLection  of 
the  British  ultimatum,  the  Japanese  government  have  signed  an  ohligation  to 
pay  the  sum  of  $440,000,  demanded  for  the  murders  at  To-den-ji  in  June,  1862, 
and  of  Mr.  Richardson  in  September  last. 

Of  this  amount,  $140,000  is  to  be  paid  on  the  18th  instant,  and  the  balance 
is  to  be  paid  in  weekly  instalments  of  $50,000  each. 

Negotiations  are  still  pending  in  reference  to  the  demand  made  of  <£25,000 
froiA  Satduma,  and  for  the  arrest  and  punishment  of  the  murderers  of  Mr. 
Bichardson.  The  British  minister  informs  me  there  would  be  no  hesitation  on 
the  part  of  the  government  to  assume  and  discharge  this  additional  sum 
claimed,  but  that,  thus  far,  he  has  not  separated  the  demands.  He  ftirther 
states  that  these  negotiations  will  probably  be  somewhat  protracted,  and  that 
there  are  difficulties  on  both  sides.  The  government  informs  me  that  the  mur- 
derers made  their  escape  immediately  adfter  the  commission  of  the  crime,  and 
that  Satsuma  has  made  repeated  attempts  to  discover  them,  but  without  success. 

You  will  perceive  by  reference  to  my  despatch  No.  50,  of  1862,  that  I  urged 
their  i^gmediate  arrest,  and  predicted  this  very  result,  unless  prompt  measures 
were  at  once  ta^en  for  that  purpose. 

I  presume  this  part  of  the  claim  will  be  abandoned,  which  I  should  regret,  as 
I  think  it  will  cause  the  Japanese  to  depreciate  our  character. 

In  my  despatch  No.  15, 1  informed  you  that  I  thought  the  money  would  be 
paid.  I  arrived  at  this  oonclusion  because  I  had  strongly  urged  the  payment, 
as  a  measure  of  prudence  and  of  real  economy,  to  avoid  heavy  demands  for 
mercantile  damages,  and  for  expenses  of  the  fleet,  which  would  inevitably  fol- 
low ;  and  because  Takemoto  Hayato-no-kami,  with  whom  I  had  several  confer- 
eDces  on  the  subject,  and  who  is  high  in  the  confidence  of  the  Gorogio,  had 
informed  me  that  he  had  advised  it,  though  he  said  if  it  were  known  his  life 
would  not  be  safe  till  he  reached  the  castle.  unitized  by GoOglc 
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You  will  perceive  by  the  enclosures  I  send,  that  a  decision  had  been  arrived 
at  adverse  to  any  concession  whatever. 

As  I  have  already  informed  you,  the  Tycoon  left  on  the  eve  of  the  demands 
for  Kioto,  accompanied  by  all  the  members  of  the  Gorogio  connected  with  the 
administration  of  foreign  affairs.  He  still  remains  at  the  Kioto  with  two  of 
these  ministers,  one  having  returned  a  few  days  since. 

It  is  the  general  belief  that  the  Tycoon  will  never  be  permitted  to  leave 
Kioto,  while  many  affirm  he  will  be  deposed. 

The  families  from  which  the  Tycoon  is  elected  are  Kshii,  Owari,  and  Mito. 
The  present  Prince  Mito  was  a  candidate  for  election  against  the  present  Tycoon, 
who  is  of  the  family  of  Kshii. 

It  is  certain  that  Mito,  who  has  been  opposed  to  foreign  intercourse,  is  now 
acting  as  vice-Tycoon  at  Yedo.  The  enclosures  show  that  he  was  clothed  by 
the  Mikado  with  supreme  power,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  policy 
determined  upon  at  Kioto,  to  exclude  foreigners.  The  work  which  appeared 
easy  of  execution  at  that  distance,  and  while  he  was  surrounded  by  proud  and 
hostile  daimios,  and  an  arrogant  heaven-bom  Mikado,  assumed  such  formidable 

Eroportions  when  he  arrived  at  Yedo,  as  to  deter  him  from  his  purpose ;  and  he 
as  been  obliged  to  yield,  as  every  Tycoon  must  eventually  do.  There  will 
always  be  a  formidable  minority,  however,  or  I  should  rather  say,  majority,  who 
will  struggle,  ineffectually,  to  bring  back  what  they  call  the  "  ancient  custom." 
The  government,  while  compelled  to  act  otherwise,  will,  for  many  years,  repre- 
sent a  small  minority  of  the  daimios,  who  are  the  sole  governing  class. 

It  is  not  yet  known  whether  Mito,  before  abandoning  his  hostile  policy,  ob- 
tained the  consent  of  the  Mikado  and  consul  at  Kioto,  or  whether  he  has  acted 
on  his  own  responsibility,  relying  on  their  acquiescence. 

I  think  the  presence  of  ships-of-war  representing  the  United  States,  France 
and  Holland,  in  the  bay  during  the  pendency  of  these  negotiations,  though 
exerting  a  silent  influence,  has  greatly  aided  in  producing  this  favorable  result. 

I  have  not  been  anxious  till  recently  for  the  presence  of  any  of  our  naval 
force  here.  But  my  Qpinions  have  undergone  a  great  change,  and  I  now  con- 
tent myself  with  the  simple  proposition.  It  must  be  obvious  to  the  President 
that  the  presence  of  Commoaore  Perry's  powerful  fleet  first  opened  Japan,  and 
it  is  both  natural  and  undeniable  that  the  same  means  must  be  relied  on,  for 
some  time  at  least,  to  preserve  to  the  world  what  was  thus  gained. 

It  was  the  presence  of  the  British  fleet  and  of  other  vessels-of-war  in  these 
waters,  which  has  brought  about  a  peaceful  solution  of  the  late  complications. 
My  advice,  and  that  of  every  representative  of  all  the  treaty  powers,  and  of  all 
powers  combined,  would  have  been  powerless  without  such  force.  I  hope  my 
influence  was  not  unfelt.  I  am  gratified  both  at  the  result  and  apparent  grati- 
tude of  the  government  for  my  friendly  services  in  procuring  an  extension  of 
time  fixed  for  its  decision,  and  my  readiness  at  all  times  to  advise  with  them. 

The  great  distance  of  all  the  treaty  powers  from  this  empire  makes  it  desi- 
rable that  a  powerful  fleet  should  for  some  time  to  come  remain  permanently  m 
these  seas ;  end  I  submit  to  your  better  judgment  the  propriety  of  the  treaty 
powers  combining  for  that  purpose. 

When  the  British  demand  was  made,  impressed  with  the  idea  that  the  citi- 
zens and  subjects  of  the  other  powers  would  receive  protection,  and  that  dis- 
crimination would  be  possible,  and  a  measure  desired  by  this  government,  I 
made  every  effort  to  procure  a  promise  to  that  effect,  suggesting,  among  other 
expedients,  a  joint  declaration  of  the  open  ports  as  neutral  territory.  While 
such  proposition  was  received  with  favor,  it  was  invariably  accompanied  by  the 
declaration  that  it  was  feared  that  such  decrimination  would  be  practically 
impossible.  At  that  time  I  was  under  the  impression  that  the  government  was 
acting  in  good  faith,  as  I  also  now  presume  it  was. 

Other  counsels,  however,  unquestionably  prevailed  at  Kioto^andexpdbion  was 
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decreed.  The  fear  of  being  involved  with  the  other  treaty  powers,  as  well  as 
the  threats  of  Great  Britain,  have  doubtleps  had  their  effect  in  producing  an 
abandonment,  or  at  least  suspension  of  that  decision ;  or,  perhaps,  the  neces- 
sary means  and  forces  have  not  yet  been  collected. 

Our  relations  continue  as  friendly  as  ever.  But  there  never  has  been  and 
never  will  be  a  time  when  the  friendship  of  this  country  for  the  United  States 
will  cause  it  to  change  its  policy. 

It  is  idle  to  say  that  their  ^iendship  for  any  government  is  so  great  as  to 
cause  them  to  desire  foreign  intercourse.  Our  presence  is  only  tolerated  from 
necessity.  The  governing  classes  are  not  so  blind  as  not  to  see  the  danger  to 
which  the  presence  of  foreigners  exposes  them.  A  Japanese  merchant  cannot 
ride,  cannot  bear  arms,  and  is  in  every  respect,  except  wealth  possibly,  beneath 
even  the  two-sworded  retainer  of  a  daimio.  The  presence  of  merchants  fi^m 
abroad,  possessing  and  exercising  rights  denied  to  their  native  merchants,  is  a  dan- 
ger felt  and  acknowledged ;  and  repeated  attempts  have  been  made  to  induce  the 
foreign  representatives  to  require  their  countrymen  to  forego  the  exercise  of 
these  rights. 

All  foreigners,  without  distinction,  you  will  perceive,  have  had  a  narrow 
escape.  If  Mito's  change  of  views  has  been  approved  and  adopted  by  the 
Mikado  and  the  hostile  party,  we  may  reasonably  hope  for  peace.  But  a  like 
threatening  storm  may  overwhelm  us  should  the  naval  force  be  withdrawn,  and 
the  hostile  daimios  re-establish  their  influence  over  the  Mikado,  whose  shadowy 
power  they  are  attempting  to  resuscitate,  in  order  to  confirm  their  own ;  or  it 
may  break  out  at  an  earlier  period  if  it  shall  be  found  that  Mito  has  not  acted 
up  to  his  final  instructions,  and  is,  therefore,  denounced  as  vacillating  and 
weak,  and  another  daimio  clothed  with  power  to  direct  the  "  exterminating  war." 

I  enclose  No.  1,  copy  of  the  orders  of  the  Mikado  to  Mito ;  and  No.  2,  orders 
of  the  Tycoon  and  Gorogio ;  and  No.  3,  the  Tycoon's  order  to  the  thirty-six 
principal  daimios,  to  the  same  effect ;  for  which  valuable  papers  I  am  indebted 
to  the  kindness  of  the  British  minister,  who  informs  me  that  he  had  referred  to 
them  during  his  negotiations,  and  their  authenticity  was  not  denied  by  the 
envoys  of  tliis  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minuter  Resident  in  Japan. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


[Enclosure  Nu.  1.] 
The  Mikado* 9  order  to  the  Prince  of  Mito,  May,  1863. 

A«  you  have  been  ordered  by  us  to  proceed  to  Kwanto  (province  round  Yedo)  for  the 
protection  of  that  province,  you  will  act  in  regard  to  the  expulsion  of  foreigners  as  if  you 
youraelf  were  Tycoon. 

As  your  ancestors  have  always,  up  to  the  present,  acted  faithfully  towards  the  Mikados, 
we  expect  you  will  act  according  to  the  spirit  of  your  ancestors. 

Yon  will  do  your  utmost,  gathering  together  your  adherents,  to  expel  totally  the  foreign- 
ers, and  sweep  them  away  as  it  were  with  a  broom;  and  you  will  inform  us  as  soon  as 
possible  of  the  result. 

f£nelOfiHre  No.  9.] 

The  Tycoon's  order  to  the  Printe  of  Mito,  May,  1863. 

As  I  have  been  ordered  by  the  Mikado  to  stay  a  long  time  in  Kioto,  and  as  you  are  going 
to  Yedo,  (Kwanto,)  and  as  you  have  received  the  Mikado's  orders,  I  leave  to  you  the  con- 
duct of  affiirs  in  regard  to  foreigners,  to  do  what  is  right  and  proper,  in  order  that  the  good 
name  of  Jap^n  may  not  be  lost.  L..y.uz.ov.  ^y  ^^^^^..^ 
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Note  by  iU  Oorogio, 

At  the  desire  of  the  Tycoon,  Mito  will  proceed  to  Yedo  and  arrange  eyerything  with 
Owari  and  the  Gorogio. 

iNon.  —The  term  **  Gorogio"  means  five  wise  men.    Three  members  were  at  this  time 
at  Kioto;  two  others  at  Yedo.— B.  H.  P.] 


[EnclMore  No.  3.] 

Mmorandum  addreued  hy  the  Shotidaif  or  RepresentaUve  of  the  Tycoon  at  Miaho,  to  ike  thirty^nM 
prmdpiU  damioi  (f  Japan^  April  16,  1863. 

The  reason  why  the  English  ships  of-war  have  amved  at  Yokohama  is  on  acooant  of  the 
murder  of  certain  Engluihmen  by  the  retainers  of  Sabooro,  at  Nami  Magi,  on  his  retnm 
from  Yedo. 

Three  demands  have  been  preferred  in  satisfaction;  but  as  none  of  them  can  be  accorded, 
we  intend  to  reject  them  entirely.  As  this  refusal  will  probably  cause  immediate  war,  we 
request  you  to  assemble  round  your  sovereign  (the  Mikado)  like  a  wall,  and  to  make  tho 
necessary  preparations  for  war. 

Therefore  we  send  you  this  note  beforehand,  in  order  that  you  may  be  in  readiness. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  35.J  Legation  op  thb  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yokohama,  June  17,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  jou  that,  immediately  after  the  destruction 
of  the  legation  buildings,  I  received  a  very  kind  letter  from  M.  de  Bellecourt, 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  placing  at  my  disposal  the  buildings  of  the 
French  legation  at  Yedo ;  and  also  one  from  Mr.  de  Brandt,  the  •consul  of 
Prussia,  offering  such  spare  rooms  as  he  had  in  his  residence  at  Yokohama  for 
the  accommodation  of  any  of  the  gentlemen  attached  to  this  legation. 

I  have  conveyed  to  both  these  gentlemen  my  warm  thanks,  merited  by  these 
proofs  of  sympathy  and  kindness,  from  which  I  know  the  President  will  derive 
great  satisfaction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  sir,  very  respectftdly,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H  PRUYN, 

Minuter  Resident  in  Japan. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pruyn. 
[By  Telegraph.] 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  June  18,  1863. 
Sir  :  You  will  co-operate  with  the  representatives  of  the  other  treatv  powers 
in  any  difficulties  which  may  arise  in  Japan,  and  the  Wyoming  will  obey  your 
orders.     You  will  keep  this  department  advised  of  all  your  proceedings. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Robert  H.  Pruyn,  Esq.,  ^,  ifc.,  Yedo.  .gitizedbyGoOglc 
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Mr,  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Sfward, 

Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yokoka7na,  June  20,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  encloenres  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  copies  of  im- 
portant papers,  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Colonel  Neale,  her 
Britannic  Majesty's  chargd  d'aflfaires.  These  papers,  he  informed  me,  have  been 
read  hj  him  to  a  governor  for  foreign  affairs,  and  have  been  admitted  to  be  gen- 
uine documents. 

They  are  exceedingly  interesting,  and  will  serve  to  give  you  a  very  complete 
understanding  of  the  condition  of  affairs. 

I  also  enclose  copies  of  two  very  important  proclamations,  the  Japanese  ver- 
sions of  which  were  handed  to  me  by  an  American  merchant,  who  understood 
they  were  letters  from  Matsudaira  Etsizen  No  Kami,  late  regent,  announcing  to 
his  agent  at  Yokohama  that  the  Mikado  was  under  the  control  of  Satsuma,  and 
other  daimios  hostile  to  foreigners,  and  that  he  was  about  retiring  to  his 
dominions. 

It  is  known  that  this  Matsudaira  Etsizen  Vo  Kami  was  the  only  great  daimio 
who,  at  Kioto,  spoke  against  the  project  of  excluding  foreigners,  which  he  did 
warmly  and  eloquentfy.  Shortly  after  I  received  a  letter  from  the  ministers  of 
foreign  affairs,  informing  me  he  had  l^een  removed  from  the  office  of  regent,  and 
the  cause  stated,  on  my  making  inquiry,  was,  that  he  had  not  been  removed  for 
his  friendship  to  foreigners,  but  for  his  returning  to  his  principality  without 
leave,  which  no  one  could  do  in  Japan,  however  high  in  rank. 

Whether  the  party  from  whom  the  papers  were  received  intended  to  give 
them,  or  accidentally  exchanged  them  for  the  letter  he  proposed  giving,  I  can- 
not say. 

The  enclosure  marked  No.  4, 1  am  assured  by  Takemoto  Hayoto  No  Kami, 
governor  for  foreign  affairs,  is  of  a  sacred  character,  and  was  handed  by  the 
Mikado  to  the  Tycoon  at  an  audience  at  which  no  otherperson  was  present.  It 
is  not  signed  by  the  Mikado,  but  receipted  by  the  Tycoon,  as  he  says  was 
always  the  custom. 

The  enclosure  No.  4  is  his  translation,  which,  you  will  observe,  differs  very 
materially  from  the  others,  in  changing  wholly  the  warlike  features  into  those 
of  peace. 

Enclosure  No.  6  is  the  translation  made  by  Mr.  Thompson,  attached  to  this 
legation  as  tutor  to  my  son,  which  was  made  before  my  interview  with  the 
governor. 

In  order  to  satisfy  myself  which  was  correct,  I  sent  the  Japanese  version  to 
the  Reverend  8.  R.  Brown,  whose  translation,  agreeing  in  substance  with  that 
of  Mr.  Thompson,  I  also  enclose,  (enclosure  No.  7.) 

Through  the  courtesy  of  M.  de  Bellecourt,  the  French  minister,  I  also  re- 
ceived a  translation  by  the  abbe,  Monico,  a  distinguished  scholar,  which  sub- 
stantially agrees  with  the  translations  of  Messrs.  Brown  and  Thompson. 

Enclosures  Nos.  5  and  8  are  translations  made  by  Messrs.  Thompson  and 
Brown  of  another  proclamation  received  by  me,  which  was  on  the  same  paper 
as  Nos.  4  and  5.  The  governor  said  he  knew  nothing  of  any  such  proclama- 
tion, but  it  is  unquestionably  genuine. '  It  would  be  very  difficult,  however,  by 
any  translation  so  to  pervert  its  meaning  as  to  remove  its  odious  features,  and 
the  only  course  left  was  to  deny  its  aulhenticity. 

Time  alone  can  disclose  whether  this  government  is  acting  with  duplicity  in 
their  intercourse  with  the  foreign  representatives,  or  in  their  relations  with  the 
leading  daimios. 

The  government  of  Japan  is  an  oligarchy,  and  that  in  as  odious  a  form  as 
can  be  imagined.  ^  t 
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There  are  castes  here  as  well  as  in  India,  from  which,  for  generations,  there 
is  no  escape.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  middle  class.  The  merchant  ranks 
below  the  mechanic.  Whatever  their  wealth  or  education,  both  classes  must 
go  on  their  knees  before  the  poorest  daimio.  The  two-sworded  men  cannot 
labor,  because  it  is  a  degradation.  With  incomes,  they  are  the  arrogant  lords  of 
all  other  classes ;  without  incomes,  they  become  their  scourge. 

Such  a  system  could  not  be  tolerated  except  in  a  country  shut  out  from 
knowledge  and  the  world,  and  where  the  cost  of  subsistence  is  at  the  lowest 
possible  point  through  the  joint  operation  of  such  exclusion,  a  prolific  soil,  and 
simple  habits. 

The  ruling  classes  undermined  the  fabric  of  their  power  and  of  this  govern- 
ment when  they  signed  the  treaty  with  Commodore  Perry.  T];^e  was  not 
thereby  at  once  introduced,  but  ideas  were.  * 

The  mercantile  class,  and  the  people  generally,  are  beginning  to  learn  they 
have  rights.  A  Japanese  teacher  said  our  people  believe  the  United  States 
have  the  best  government  in  the  world ;  we  must  have  such  a  government ;  the 
power  of  the  daimios  must  be  broken ;  the  people  will  govern  ;  two-tenths  of 
the  power  of  the  daimios  have  already  disappeared.  He  further  said  the 
British  demand  does  not  perplex  the  government  so  much  as  our  internal  troubles. 

His  declaration  that  the  power  of  the  daimios  has  been  so  much  lessened  is 
not  true,  but  it  is  undeniable  that  the  people  are  beginning  to  understand  that 
there  are  better  systems  of  government,  and  also  to  desire  an  improvement  in 
their  condition. 

The  government  assured  me  there  is  danger  of  civil  war,  as  1  have  before 
informed  you,  the  cause  assigned  being  the  differences  between  the  daimios, 
growing  out  of  foreign  intercourse. 

,  Should  civil  war  come,  as  sooner  or  later  it  will,  the  power  of  the  people  will 
be  felt,  and  whatever  else  may  follow,  their  elevation  will  be  its  necessary  and 
beneficial  result. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minuter  Resident  in  Japa$i. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary/  of  State,  Washington. 


From  the  Daimiot  to  the  Tycoon, 

This  docnment  is  signed  by  the  eleven  daimios  of  SaUuma,  daimio  of  Mito,  d&imio  of 
Saga,  daimio  of  Toosookarra,  daimio  of  Awa,  daimio  of  Aidza,  daimio  of  Mori,  daimio  of 
Koorada,  daimio  of  Tionomatzi-yama  (Date  totonomi  nolLami,)  totonomi  nokami,  daimio 
of  Wakasa  (Saikai  Wakasa  nokami,)  and  has  created  cousiderable  excitement  among  the 
friends  of  government : 

**  We  have  lo  express  our  thanks  for  several  acts  lately  passed  by  you,  and  for  your  plans 
for  the  future. 

'*Tou  felt  the  necessity  of  exonerating  the  daimios  from  the  troublesome  and  expensive 
Journeys  to  Yedo.  Unfortunately  the  changes  made  by  you  are  very  imperfect,  although 
you  gave  us  excellent  reasons  which  ought  to  have  iuduced  you  to  effect  a  complete 
change  instead  of  adoptiog  semi-measures.  If  we  must  economize  in  order  to  fortify  and 
prepare  Japan  to  defend  itself,  and  dictate  its,  laws  to  foreigners,  we  imagine  more  money 
would  l)e  saved,  and  our  object  more  speedily  attained,  if  we  were  completely  exon^^rated 
from  one  journey  to  Yedo.  You  informed  a  daimio  who  made  this  observation  to  yon 
that  the  relations  between  the  lords  of  Japan  And  the  chief  of  the  government  could  not  be 
completely  closed.  But  these  relations  might  be  kept  up  by  deputies  sent  to  you  by  the 
daimios ;  these  deputies  would  communicate  one  idea  to  you.  As  you  say  yon  feel  the 
necessity  of  resisting  the  encroachments  of  foreigners,  we  hope  you  will  make  radical 
changes. 

"  We  have  to  thank  you,  secondly,  for  the  just  punishment  inflicted  on  the  daimios,  and 
other  ^embers  of  government,  who  have  behaved  so  cowardly  in  their  interooorae  with 


DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE.  1023 

IbreigoeTB.  The  panishmeot  is  very  light  when  compared  with  the  crime,  but  we  hope  it 
will  be  a  salutary  warning.  We,  however,  regret  to  say  that  those  who  profited  by  these 
punifibments  are  unworthy  of  the  confi  ience  you  place  in  them. 

"  You  also  speak  to  us  for  the  first  time  about  some  persons  you  have  sent  to  the  foreign 
nations.  We  do  not  approve  of  this  mark  of  ret»pect  shown  to  people  who  might  misin- 
terpret jTOur  intentioDS,  and  imagine  that  you  endeavor  to  obtain  the  object  ia  view  by 
entreaty.  It  is  an  undeniable  fact  that  the  barbarians  have  gladly  consented  to  your 
proposition,  never  to  open  the  ports  which  have  qot  yet  been  opened,  and  lestrict  their 
lib^ty  and  privileges  in  the  ports  already  opened.  They  felt  too  delighted  and  too  much 
honored  in  receiving  Japanese  who,  although  not  high  born,  are  respectable  persons,  and 
who  must  have  given  a  lesson  in  politeness  and  diplomacy  to  these  nations  who  are  not  yet 
formed  (imada  fhioakadsaroo  kooni )  We  ought  not,  however,  to  humble  ourselves  so 
much.  Tou  appear  to  be  very  satisfied  and  astonished  at  the  result,  lliis  is  because  you 
unfortunattf'ly  allow  yourself  to  be  fascinated  by  the  high-sounding  expressions  used  by  the 
•foreign  *  Tukanins'  at  Yokohama,  called  minuiers,  although  it  is  now  fully  proved  that  they 
only  wish  to  amuse  themselves,  and  frighten  you  ;  besides  this,  they  are  the  first  to  tremble, 
and  when  you  address  them  as  a  superior  ought  to  speak  to  an  inferior  (like  a  smaller  per- 
son) they  become  very  humble.  It  is  also  an  undeniable  fact  that  the  ministers  have  been 
severely  reprimanded  by  their  respective  governments,  and  that  the  latter  have  endeavored 
to  palliate  the  conduct  of  their  representatives  by  the  extremely  friendly  and  attentive 
manner  in  which  they  receive  the  persons  sent  by  you.  These  apologies  ought  to  have 
been  made  by  the  ministers ;  two  of  them  havt  already  been  punuhed  by  their  aovereigns,  and  are 
now  m  diagrace.  We  are  Surprised  that,  notwithstanding  all  these  proofe,  you  do  not  yet 
comprehend,  as  we  do,  that  you  represent  the  great  Niphon. 

**  You  ask  us  whether  we  (lemand  the  total  expulsion  of  foreigners.  No,  that  is  not 
exactly  what  we  wish  ;  at  least  we  only  want  this  expulsion  on  certain  conditions.  Allow 
us  to  explain  our  wishes.  It  has  been  justly  affirmed  that  the  treaty  of  commerce  was 
granted  to  the  Jehitsroa  (English,  French,  Russians,  and  Americans)  and  the  Dutch  as  a 
great  fiekvor,  and  after  repeated  and  humble  demands,  and  therefore  bore  no  resemblance  to 
a  legal  contract.  Instead  of  enjoying  the  privilege  as  a  favor,  they  wish  to  assert  that  it 
is  their  legal  right,  and  the  majesty  and  dignity  of  our  country  cannot  endure  such  auda- 
dous  conduct.  They  must  be  allowed,  as  in  former  times,  to  gain  money  without  defrauding 
our  nation.  We  do  not  understand  the  necessity  of  all  these  foreign  Yakonins.  The  only 
person  required  is  a  chief  of  the  factory,  or  of  the  merchants,  who  would  have  to  learn  our 
rules  and  regulations  of  commerce.     This  would  save  you  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 

"  You  say  they  do  not  see  matters  in  the  light  we  do.  All  we  have  to  do,  if  this  is  the 
case,  is  to  withdraw  the  privileges  we  have  granted  to  them.  It  is  a  law  that  everybody 
*  who  abuses  a  favor  loses  it  tptofado.* 

•*  Part  of  your  proclamation  is  incomprehensible.  You  say,  *  In  fifteen  years  everything 
wUl  be  ready. '  What  do  you  mean  by  this  ?  Do  you  wish  to  affirm  that  Japan  will  be 
great  and  powerful  then,  and  be  able  to  resist  the  encroachments  of  the  barbarians,  or  do 
you  wish  to  say  that  you  will  then  be  able  to  expel  them  ? 

**In  the  first  case,  you  own  that  Japan  is  weak— this  is  a  disgrace  for  the  country;  in 
the  second,  you  appear  to  be  willing  to  submit  to  insults  during  fifteen  years.  You  ^ere- 
fore  see  you  are  wrong  in  both  cases.  Why  not  say,  with  us,  Japan  is  ready,  and  has  ever 
been  ready  ?  What  is  the  difference  between  to-day  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago  ? 
Had  not  the  foreigners  large  vessels  then,  as  now?  Had  they  not  artillery  and  large 
armies  ?  Did  not  they  know  the  tactics  of  war  ?  Had  they  not  Uurge  kingdoms  ?  The  only 
difference  is  that  their  vessels  were  then  propelled  by  sail,  now,  however,  they  use  steam. 
So  much  the  better,  they  will  leave  quicker.  Every  Japanese  sighs  when  he  .thinks  of  the 
glorious  past  and  looks  at  the  present.  Remember  how  the  barbarians  respected  the  ma- 
jesty and  power  of  Niphon.  They  respected  our  slightest  wishes.  Japan  was  delivered 
from  their  presence ;  one  single  nation  left  hostages  in  Japan  as  a  proof  of  the  good  faith 
of  the  others.  This  was,  however,  a  great  mistake,  as  their  presence  in  Japan  excited  the 
cupidity  and  envy  of  other  nations.  It  is  very  difficult  to  understand  you  when  you  say 
that  the  world  has  changed,  and  that  it  is  difficult  for  a  nation  to  seclude  itself.  You, 
therefore,  suppose  that  other  nations  are  like  Japan  and  China  1  You  say  the  world  has 
changed.  Do  you  wish  to  repeat  what  an  insane  member  of  the  Gorogio  said  when  he 
insinuated  that  we  ought  to  adopt  the  customs,  arts,  and  sciences  of  foreigners  ?  What 
science  f  To  exchange  a  precious  stone  for  a  tile  ?  As  you  say,  the  Jehitsroa  have  arts  and 
sciences ;  it  will  be  very  easy  to  satisfy  their  wishes,  as  we  only  demand  that  the  foreigners 
shall  first  be  punished,  and  then  subjected  to  the  old  regulations  of  Nagasaki.  Many  of 
yon  would  regn^t  to  see  the  commercial  intercourse  with  the  foreigners  drawn  to  a 
close,  as  you  pretend  some  useful  articles  would  be  inaccessible,  particularly  guns,  which 
you  say  must  make  Japan  more  powerful  than  all  the  other  nations.  We  have,  however, 
refuted  these  objeotions  by  saying,  first,  Japan  has  been  deprived  of  these  articles  during 
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many  thonsand  jmas ;  second,  that  it  woald  be  reiy  easy  to  send  onr  yessels  to  China,  hi 
order  to  buy  them  from  the  miserly  foreign  merchants  who  bring  them  thither.  They 
would  be  delighted  to  sell  them  to  ns,  eren  after  having  been  punished  and  sent  oat  #f 
our  country. 

**  We  regret  to  see  that  for  some  time  past  yon  have  been  making  references  to  the  coi- 
toms  and  governance  of  foreign  nations;  and  you  frequently  speak,  directly  and  indirectly, 
about  imitating  foreign  nations,  and  concentrating  the  government  offices.  In  making 
such  insinuations,  you  expose  yourself  to  severe  criticism,  and  exdte  distrust  among  your 
most  faithful  and  devoted  partisans.  Is  there  any  authority  among  foreigners  worthy  of 
bearing  the  name  power?  Have  they  a  Mikado,  who  is  a  grandson  of  the  Eamis?  Are 
not  all  our  high  families  of  celestial  origin  ?  It  is  absurd  to  wish  to  unite  every  power  in 
one  person.  You  might  with  equal  justice  say,  *Let  us  have  one  farmer,  one  merchant, 
one  laborer.'  You  are  better  aware  than  we  that  power  proceeds  from  the  Tenshl,  (Mikado,) 
who  has  distributed  it  among  the  great  families  of  Japan.  This  is  a  divine  order  established 
by  the  Eamis,  and  he  who  wishes  to  change  R  pretends  to  be  wiser  than  the  heavens. 

**If  you,  however,  absolutely  wish  to  imitate  foreigners,  you  must  consult  with  oor 
sovereign,  who  is  above  everybody,  and  the  supreme  chief,  as  is  also  the  case  with  foreign 
nations.  As  he  has  confided  the  government  to  your  care,  and  has  intrusted  you  to  decide 
matters  of  general  interest,  you  must  use  your  power  prudently.  If  the  honor  and  safety 
of  Japan  is  endangered,  you  alone  cannot  decide  upon  the  measures  which  are  to  be 
adopted.  If,  for  instance,  a  fire  breaks  out,  it  is  useless  for  you  to  order  the  owners  of 
houses  which  are  in  danger  to  protect  houses  which  are  safe,  because  the  proprietor  will 
endeavor  to  save  the  house  which  is  liable  to  be  destroyed  by  the  flames. 

**  You  appeared  to  understand  this  a  few  months  ago;  you  then  decided  to  nccept  the 
Mikado's  invitation ;  now,  however,  you  hesitate  and  postpone  your  journey.  It  is  difficult 
to  under itand  why  you  hesitate ;  is  it  because  some  daimios  have  expressed  their  intentions 
of  going  to  Kioto?  It  is,  however,  quite  natural  that  all  the  daimios  should  be  convoked 
to  Kioto ;  and  several  daimios  have  probably  manifested  their  intention  of  going  to  Kioto 
during  your  residence  there,  in  order  to  suggest  this  plan  to  you. 

**  As  regards  the  advice  you  g^ve  us  about  the  purchase  of  foreign  vessels,  we  fully  believe 
this  is  dangerous  for  the  country.  A  naval  force  is  useless,  if  it  does  not  move  about,  if 
the  vessels  do  not  visit  distant  countries,  and  if  the  sailors  do  not  exercise  themselves.  In 
order  to  have  a  navy,  intercourse  must  be  kept  up  with  other  nations,  and  we  wieh  to 
abolish  this  intercourse. 

**  Unfortunately  a  great  error  in  the  foundation  of  all  your  arguments  upon  this  subject 
Is,  Japan  is  not  yet  ready.  Several  daimios  have  fireqnently  requested  you  *to  place  the 
foreign  question  in  their  hands.' 

(*'I  kokoono  girva  ware  warone  makaroo  berhed.") 


I>apa(ch/rom  the  Mikado  to  the  Tycoon, 

The  insolent  intrusion  of  foreigners  has  now  lasted  during  several  years,  and  it  is  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  say  when  it  will  end.  These  barbarians  occasion  deep  affliction  to  the 
great  Niphon,  from  its  sovereign  down  to  the  lowest  native.  I  have  frequently  written  to 
you  upon  this  subject,  partly  for  myself  and  partly  for  my  people,  and  as  I  have  already 
told  you  this  calamity  does  not  cease 

The  foreigners  must  either  be  banished  by  force,  or  they  must  be  all  removed  to  Nagasaki 
and  Hakodadi.  Measures  must  be  adopted  to  render  it  impossible  for  them  to  assert  thdr 
pretensions,  and  if  they  are  allowed  to  remain  in  Japan,  let  it  appear  that  they  are 
not  here. 

If  these  measures  are  not  adopted  a  war  will  break  out.  Do  not  delay  these  important 
reforms ;  and  if  they  must  be  allowed  to  trade,  their  commerce  must  be  restricted  and  duly 
controlled. 

Endeavor  to  settle  this  important  affiiir  with  the  daimios;  but  I  must  add  that  these  per- 
verse and  barbarian  foreigners  ought  to  be  sent  out  of  our  country. 

12th  Mosth. 


Reply  of  th  Tycoon, 


In  reply  to  your  despateh  wo  beg  to  state  that  we  fully  agree  with  you.  We  intend  to 
hold  serious  conferences  with  the  high  officers  of  stato,  and  we  shall  personally  inform  yon 
of  the  result  when  we  meet  you  at  Kioto. 

You  have  informed  me  that  great  anxiety  is  felt  at  Kioto,  as  it  is  not  suffidentty  pro- 
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tected  if  the  banished  foreigners  intend  to  create  disturbances.  We  are  well  aware  that 
Kioto  might  be  in  danger  if  the  barbarians  revolted  ;  but  allow  us  to  remind  you  that  up 
to  the  present  time  Kioto  has  always  been  confided  to  the  care  of  the  government  of  the 
Tycoon,  and  we  have  never  neglected  this  duty. 

If  you,  however,  consider  the  protection  of  government  insufficient,  we  shall  send  several 
d&imios  to  watch  over  your  safety.  We  have  commanded  the  principal  daimios  to  fortify 
Japan,  and  defend  it  if  the  barbarians  revolt.  We  therefore  request  you  will  inform  us 
which  daimios  you  prefer. 

When  we  are  at  Kioto  this  matter  will  be  amply  discussed,  and  we  shall  then  be  able  to 
consult  about  the  manner  in  which  the  foreigners  must  be  banished,  and  about  the  internal 
government  of  our  country. 

12th  Month. 


l^e  2l9t  day  qf  the  3d  month,  at  Kioto. 
Given  to  the  daimios  in  the  presence  of  the  council  of  state. 

The  Tycoon,  in  compliance  with  the  advice  of  the  Mikado,  has  postponed  his  return  to 
Yedo. 

As  recently  stated,  the  office  of  Thonging  (commander-in-chief)  will  remain  the  same  as 
heretofore.     If  his  authority  extends  from  the  daimios  to  the  lowest  classes  the  imperial 
mind  will  feel  relieved. 
According  to  circumstances,  the  Milcado  may  pernaps  take  charge  of  the  affitirs  of  state. 
Respectfully  received,  • 

Name  of  Ttcooh. 


No.  2. 
Oapy  of  a  gcioemmmt  not^fieaiion  tent  (o  the  Odmettke  (J^  generd  ir^formation  to  whom  ii  tnay  concern. ) 
Given  at  Miako  the  19th  day  of  the  3d  moon. 

"The  Tycoon  having  received  his  Imperial  Majesty's  command  to  expel  the  barbarians, 
orders  that  an  understandiug^  be  arrived  at  with  the  foreign  barbarians  that  they  are  to 
be  expelled  from  the  country.  Should  they  refuse  to  yield,  they  must  be  swept  away  by 
force.  • 

**  Therefore  let  all  (the  so-called  samurai)  understand  and  vie  with  each  other  in  showing 
their  diligence  and  fidelity  to  the  end  that  the  empire  may  not  come  to  shame." 

3d  Moon. 


Copy  of  literal  translation.— 0«py  of  proclamation. 

3d  Month,  21gr  Day. 
At  Kioto,  inthe2d  Cattle  (Negio.) 

To  the  Oorogio  seated  in  order  and  Damioe, 

The  Tycoon,  being  about  to  return  at  dififerent  times,  is  delayed  by  command  of  the  Em- 
peror. On  a  previous  day  it  was  declared  accordingly.  The  rank  of  Shiongoon  and  au- 
thority in  all  things,  as  hitherto,  will  be  continued.  All  daimios  will  perform  everything 
according  to  his  instructions. 

Then  imperial  quiet  (t.  e. ,  the  anxiety  of  the  Mikado)  will  be  relieved. 

Depending  upon  events,  the  Emperor's  high  self-will,  of  his  sovereign  pleasure,  conde- 
scends to  conquer  foreigners. 

This  is  received  submissively,  and  with  due  honors. 

His  own  name  (Mikado.) 

3d  Month. 

*Tbe  phrase  liere  implies  negotiation  with  foreigners  to  bring  about  a  peaceable  withdrawal  from  Japan. 

65  m 
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Copy  of  literal  trantlation  ~Oopy  of  proclamation. 

3d  Month,  Wh  Day,  at  Kioto. 
To  the  OomcUhe  (Jioo-i)  Expuldon  offoreignen. 

Imperial  reception  of  the  Emperor's  command  is  done. 

Soon  there  will  be  a  consultation  of  intercourse ;  and  in  case  foreigners  do  not  consent^ 
let  them  be  attacked  and  swept  away.     Thus  It  is  proclaimed. 

Then  let  all  with  one  mind  be  strong  of  heart,  that  shame  do  not  come  upon  our  country. 
Patriots  will  do  this. 

Let  this,  according  to  the  foregoing,  be  commuoioated  to  every  one  above  and  under 
70,000  kokuo  of  rice. 


No.  1. 

Copy  (^  a  document  addnsaed  to  the  Daimiot  by  the  Gorogio,  m  regular  council  teated,  onthe2\Uday 
of  the  3d  moon,  at  hie  Imperial  Mc^eUy'e  citadel,  Nijiju,  in  Miako. 

•*  The  Taikun's  return  to  Yedo  is  further  postponed  by  order  of  his  Imperial  Majesty. 

'*  As  lately  instructed  by  his  Imperial  Majesty,  the  jioo-ngoon's  (commander-lD-chJef's) 
official  duties  are  in  all  respects,  as  heretofore,  confided  to  him  by  his  Imperial  liajesty. 

*'If,  therefore,  all  the  daiidos  take  the  special  direction  of  affairs  in  their  respective 
commands  &nd  trusts,  his  Imperial  Majesty's  mind  will  be  at  rest 

•f'*  It  will  depend  upon  circumstances  how  far  his  Imperial  Majesty  may  desiae  personally 
to  take  the  conduct  of  the  exterminating  war." 

The  foregoing  is  reverently  received  on  Irminal,  i.  e.,  the  August. 

Name,  t.  e  ,  TAIKUN. 


Prodamatkm  to  the  One  Miieke. 

EXPULSION  OF  rOREIONEBS. 

^  3d  month,  I9th  day,  at  Eioio. 

Imperial  reception  of  the  Emperor's  command  is  done. 

Boon  there  will  be  a  cessation  of  intercourse,  and  in  case  foreigners  do  not  consent,  kt 
them  be  attacked  and  swept  away.     Thus  it  is  proclaimed. 

Then  let  all  with  one  mind  be  strong  of  heart,  that  shame  do  not  come  upon  our  country. 
Patriots  will  do  this. 

Let  this,  according  to  the  foregoing,  be  communicated  to  every  one  above  and  under 
70,000  kokuofrice. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr,  Seward. 

]Jo.  38.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yokohama,  June  22,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  my  No.  29,  of  the  26tli  ultimo,  I  advised  you  of  the  destruction  by 
fire  on  the  24th  of  the  legation  buildings  at  Yedo,  together  with  all  my  furniture, 
clothing,  books,  &c.,  but  that  the  archives  and  most  of  the  public  property  had 
been  saved,  though  in  a  damaged  condition. 

I  have  abstained  firom  giving  any  opinion  as  to  the  cause  of  this  unfortunate 
occurrence,  and  now  submit  the  facts,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  do,  that  the  Presi- 
dent may  form  his  own  judgment. 

I  have  already  informed  you  of  the  great  anxiety  of  this  government  to  induce 

*  300  pounds  about. 

f  This  sentence  intiinatet  that  if  the  Taikun  doea  not  act  so  as  to  please  bis  Imperial  Majesty,  be  will  dzmw 
tbe  sword  himself  and  exterminate  the  barbarians. 


digitized  by 


Google 


DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE.  1027 

me,  at  least  temporarily,  to  remove  my  residence  to  this  place ;  an  anxiety  shown 
not  only  by  repeated  and  persistent  attempts  to  excite  alarm,  though  at  times' 
representations  were  made  that  I  would  be  less  lonely  and  have  more  freedom 
of  movement  here,  bat  even  extending  so  far  as  to  offer  to  pay  all  additional 
expense  of  rent,  &c.,  which  might  be  occasioned  by  such  removal.  No  foreigners 
whatever  would  then  have  been  at  Yedo,  and  then,  as  now,  it  could  be  so  stated 
at  Kioto,  and  represented  probably  without  contradiction,  as  a  voluntary  and 
final  abandonment  of  our  right  to  a  residence  there  at  all. 

The  afternoon  preceding  the  fire  this  same  subject  had  been  again  discussed. 
I  had  announced  my  purpose  to  go  to  Yokohama  on  a  visit  for  two  weeks,  a 
decision  I  h^  formed  in  consequence  of  the  excited  state  of  feeling  there,  and 
because  the  government  had  represented  that  my  presence  with  my  colleagues- 
might  be  of  service  in  the  interests  of  peace ;  but  I  had  again  announced  my  in- 
flexible determination  to  continue  to  reside  in  Yedo. 

At  2  o'clock  a.  m.  that  night  I  was  aroused  from  sleep  by  the  information 
that  the  house  was  on  fire,  and  in  fifteen  minutes  I  had  neither  bed,  bedding, 
table,  chair,  nor  furniture  of  any  description,  and  scarely  any  clothing  save  what 
I  had  on,  or  what  was  in  charge  of  my  servants  for  washing.  A  message  was 
brought  to  me  shortly  after,  in  the  place  where  I  had  taken  shelter  from  a  heavy 
rain,  with  Mr.  Portman  and  my  son  and  Mr.  Thompson,  his  tutor,  that  our 
horses  were  saddled ;  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  supposed  I  would 
at  once  proceed  to  Blanagawa. 

Before  9  o'clock  I  had  several  visits  from  governors  for  foreign  affairs  and  other 
officials,  and  a  small  (priest's)  house  was  assigned  for  our  accommodation ;  there 
for  two  days  we  were  left ;  two  of  the  rooms  being  in  the  occupation  of  guards, 
and  the  only  one  at  my  own  disposal  occupied  for  all  purposes,  (except  that  Mr. 
Portman  slept  in  his  own  house  nearly  opposite.)  During  that  time  I  abstained 
from  sending  any  message  to  the  government  by  the  way  of  complaint  ot  other- 
wise, though  satisfied  that  it  was  supposed  my  speedy  removal  to  this  place 
would  follow  in  view  of  my  narrow  quarters  and  my  being  deprived  of  beds  and 
fiimiture  and  almost  of  the  means  of  preparing  food.  At  the  close  of  the  second 
day  I  sent  a  message  that  I  wishea  to  see  a  governor  for  foreign  affairs  the 
next  morning,  to  which  a  reply  was  sent  that  one  would  come  the  next  succeed- 
ing day.  I  then  sent  a  message  that  I  could  not  consent  to  such  delay,  and  the 
next  morning  I  was  visited  by  Takemoto  Hayato  No  Kami,  the  governor  with, 
whom  I  had  the  interview  the  day  preceding  the  fire. 

I  then  informed  him  I  wished  better  accommodations  provided  for  me ;; 
that  it  would  take  more  than  one  fire  to  drive  me  from  Yedo,  and  that  I  would 
not  leave  until  the  arrival  of  my  successor,  unless  I  had  some  building  assigned  to* 
me,  and  a  positive  pledge  that  it  should  be  immediately  fitted  up  for  my  use.  The 
day  following  another  governor  brought  me  a  plan  for  the  alteration  of  the  main, 
temple  building  which  had  been  preserved  from  the  tire,  which  I  agreed  to  accept 
temporarily.  1  was  also  informed  that  no  decision  had  been  taken  as  to  rebuilding^ 
that  if  the  government  undertook  it  there  would  be  danger;  the  buildings  would 
be  destroyed,  and  that  it  had  been  proposed  to  place  the  necessary  funds  in  the 
hands  of  the  priests  for  such  purpose,  and  thus  leave  it  to  be  supposed  that  the 
buildings  were  erected  for  their  use,  and  not  my  accommodation. 

I  regret  to  have  to  state  that  thus  far  the  alteration  of  the  temple  has  not  been 
conunenced,  though  promised  the  day  after  I  left. 

In  my  conversation  with  Takemoto  Hayato  No  Elami  I  told  him  I  proposed 
frankly  to  mention  the  circumstances  which  would  lead  to  the  suspicion  that 
the  premises  had  been  purposely  fired. 

I  Uien  reminded  him  that  in  February  he  had  called  on  me,  asking^me  to  agree 
to  give  up  Goten-Yama;  that  the  British  legation  had  been  destroyed  by  fire 
within  ten  hours  after  he  had  left  me;  that  the  destruction  by  fire  of  the  American 
legation  buildings  had  followed  a  similar  visit  precisely  at  the  saiBe  hour. 
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I  also  noticed  their  congratalations  that  the  fire  had  not  spread,  which  had 
also  given  me  great  satisfaction ;  hut  it  was  proper  to  remark  that  a  hetter  night 
in  consequence  of  the  heavy  rain,  could  not  have  been  selected  for  the  destruction 
of  my  residence  without  involving  a  large  number  of  buildings  in  the  same  fate. 

It  was  also  proper  to  say  that  the  fire  took  place  four  hours  after  every  &te 
had  been  put  out ;  and  if  it  commenced  in  the  kitchen,  a  place  where  the  floor 
was  of  earth  and  stone,  it  was  diflScult  to  imagine  how  it  could  possibly  have 
arisen  from  accident. 

I  further  informed  him  that  I  had  learned  from  Mr.  Portman  that  while  I  was 
absent  from  my  residence  the  previous  week,  the  priests  of  the  temple  had  applied 
for  permission  to  enter  the  house ;  that  he  had  found  them  there  with  a  ]^an  of 
the  Duilding  and  grounds  unfolded,  and  that  they  were  engaged  in  counting  tiie 
mats  in  the  different  rooms.  The  significance  of  this  consists  in  the  fact  that 
when  this  house  is  rebuilt  the  size  and  shape  of  every  room  will  be  unchanged  ; 
this  was  the  case  even  when  the  Tycoon's  palace  was  rebuilt.  It  was  a  perfect 
duplicate  of  the  one  which  had  been  burned.  Buildings  are  not  measured  by 
feet  but  mats,  and  every  hall  and  room  is  made  so  as  to  receive  a  certain  number 
of  mats,  each  six  feet  by  three  feet. 

Nor  must  it  be  overlooked  that  the  very  hesitation  of  the  government  to  re- 
build, for  fear  of  provoking  the  destruction  of  the  buildings,  seems  to  show  that 
'  if  such  a  fate  was  apprehended  in  the  future,  that  which  had  already  taken 
place  might  fairly  be  inferred  as  other  than  accidental.  I  concluded  by  saying 
that  I, feared  it  would  be  universally  believed  that  the  buildings  had  been  de- 
stroyed so  as  to  force  me  to  leave  Yedo. 

To  this  the  answer  was  made,  "that  it  was  true  that  the  circumstances  stated 
were  suspicious,  nevertheless  the  fire  was  accidental;"  that  they  had  examined 
witnesses*  and  had  arrived  at  that  conclusion.  I  have  not  yet  been  fiimbhed 
with  a  copy  of  the  testimony,  though  I  have  asked  for  it,  and  it  has  been 
promised.  The  governor  also  said  that  if  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion  that  it  wa^ 
accidental,  every  one  would  be  satisfied  it  was  so,  and  that  I  had  the  day  suc- 
ceeding the  fire  said  I  was  so  satisfied. 

•  I  assured  the  governor  that  if  he  had  so  understood  me,  he  had  derived  a  false 
impression  from  the  interpreter.  I  then  repeated  what  I  had  said,  "  That  I 
toUhed  to  regard  it  as  accidental,  for  my  own  sake,  for  the  sake  of  the  Japanese 

fovemment,  as  well  as  that  of  the  United  States.  That  in  the  event  of  the 
^resident  being  satisfied  that  the  destruction  of  the  premises  had  been  wilful, 
whether  with  the  connivance  of  the  Japanese  government,  or  not,  ho  would 
doubtless  feel  compelled  to  demand  an  indemnity,  but  that  so  great  was  his 
finendship  and  that  of  the  United  States  for  Japan,  I  felt  sure  he  would  be 
pleased  to  have  evidence  which  would  relieve  the  government  and  people  from 
suspicion,  and  that  my  government,  if  so  satisfied,  would  be  more  willing  to 
indemnify  me  for  my  loss  than  to  accept  of  an  indemnity  fix>m  the  Japan^e 
government,  even  if  freely  offered,  and  that  I  should  content  myself  with  lay- 
ing the  whole  subject  before  the  President  for  his  decision.  ^ 

My  loss  will  amount  to  something  over  $6,000,  including  articles  of  Japanese 
ware  and  manufactm-e  which  I  had  purchased  for  use  and  for  ornament.  This 
also  includes  a  private  library  of  over  three  hundred  volumes,  and  a  large  store 
of  wines,  &c.,  which  are  necessarily  required  in  all  business  interviews. 

Mr.  Portman's  residence  was  not  destroyed;  but  as  the  fire  at  one  time 
threatened  to  reach  it,  his  fur&iture  was  removed,  and  his  loss  by  breakage  and 
other  injury  amounts  to  about  $400. 

It  is  due  to  this  government  that  I  should  remark  that  fires  are  of  daily  oc- 
currence in  Yedo,  owing  to  the  combustible  materials  of  which  most  of  the  build- 
ings are  constructed  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  also  to  the  universal  use  of  tobacco, 
and  of  fires  which  are  invariably  made  of  charcoal  placed  in  hibatshi,  (a  species 


Digitized 


by  Google 


DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE.  1029 

of  pot  or  vase,)  and  in  rooms,  the  floors  of  which  are  covered  with  mats  and  the 
sides  formed  of  paper  sliding-doors. 

It  may  not  be  improper  also  to  call  the  attention  of  the  President  to  the 
peculiar  situation  in  which  the  representatives  of  the  United  States  must  always 
be  placed  at  Yedo.  No  insurance  of  property  can  be  effected  at  any  premium, 
as  being  so  greatly  exposed,  and  any  loss  from  fire  must  always  be  necessarily 
almost  total. 

When  tiie  Japanese  oflficers  burst  into  my  room  they  were  clothed  in  uniform 
worn  on  occasions  of  fire,  which  they  generally  have  with  them.  But  whether 
this  is  to  be  charged  as  the  result  of  preparation  for  the  event,  or  as  an  evidence 
of  praiseworthy  vigilance  and  activity,  will  depend  upon  the  judgment  to  be 
formed  of  the  origin  of  the  fire, 

I  have  given  notice  to  the  government  that  I  propose  returning  to  Yedo  early 
in  July,  and  that  if  the  building  promised  me  is  not  completed,  (as  now  appears 
probable,)  I  shall  avail  myself  of  the  obliging  offer  made  by  M.  de  Bellecourt, 
the  French  minister,  and  occupy  for  a  season  Sakaijo,  the  French  legation 
buildings. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

iSjpBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minister  Resident  in  Japan, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Mr,  Pruyn  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  40.]  Legation  qp  the  United  Statesl  in  Japan, 

Yokohama,  June  24, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  British  indemnity  was  not  paid, 
as  agreed,  on  the  18th  instant,  but  payment  was  refused. 

Thereupon  Colonel  Neale  suspended  all  intercouse  with  the  Japanese  gov- 
ernment, and  handed  over  the  settlement  of  the  demand  to  Vicc-Adnifral  Kuper. 
I  enclose  (No.  1)  copy  of  his  letter  to  that  effect. 

On  the  20th  instant  the  two  governors  of  Kanagawa  waitcfd  on  me,  and  in- 
formed me  that  the  indemnity  was  not  to  be  paid,  though  the  money  was  all 
ready,  because  orders  had  been  received  from  the  Tycoon  forbidding  it. 

Late  in  the  evening  of  that  day  the  French  minister  called  on  me,  and  in- 
formed me  that  the  same  communication  had  been  made  to  him,  but  that  the 
governor  had  also  announced  the  receipt  of  orders  fiom  the  Tycoon  for  the  ex- 
pulsion of  foreigners. 

I  thereupon  sent  for  the  governors,  and  one  of  them  waited  on  me  the  next 
day,  and  upon  my  inquiring  whether  any  orders  had  been  received  by  him  for 
the  expulsion  of  foreigners,  I  was  met  by  the  question,  "  From  whom  did  you 
bear  this  }"  I  replied,  "  I  will  tell  you  as  soon  as  you  answer  my  question." 
He  then  informed  me  that  orders  to  that  effect  had  been  received.  On  my  ask- 
ing "  why  he  had  informed  the  French  minister  of  their  receipt,  and  withheld 
the  knowledge  of  the  same  from  me,"  he  replied  :  **  That  he  had  done  so  be- 
cause the  French  minister  had  asked  him,  (this  the  French  minister  denied,) 
but  that  it  was  proposed  to  disregard  the  orders.  They  were  not  disposed  to 
reflect  the  wishes  and  views  of  the  Tycoon;  that  the  Mikado  had  been  preju- 
diced against  foreigners  by  bad  men  at  Kioto;  that  he  had  given  such  orders ; 
that  the  Tycoon  was  obliged  to  obey  them,  or  he  would  lose  his  office  and  life; 
but  that  the  ministers  at  Yedo  knew  that  the  orders  could  not  be  executed; 
they  had  neither  ships-of-war  nor  arms  to  accomplish  this;  besides,  the  Tycoon 
had  made  the  treaties  and  wished  to  observe  them."  In  reply  to  ray  questions, 
be  further  stated :  "  That  protection  would  be  extended  to  American  citizens ; 
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and  that  he  would  give  orders  that  the  Japanese  merchants  and  servants  should 
not  leave  the  place  as  before,  and  that  no  attempt  would  be  made  to  execute  the 
order  of  the  Tycoon." 

Near  midnight  of  the  next  day  the  governor  of  Kanagawa  waited  on  me,  and 
informed  me  that  he  would  pay  the  British  indemnity  on  the  24th  instant,  (this 
day;)  that  Ogalawara  Dlusio  No  Kami,  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  would  pro- 
ceed to  Kioto  the  next  day  by  sea,  for  the  purpose  of  changing  the  hostile  views 
of  the  Mikado;  that  he  would  stop  at  Yokohama,  and  wished  to  see  all  the 
ministers ;  that  as  time  would  not  permit  him  to  see  them  separately,  he  wished 
to  know  if  I  would  meet  him  on  board  the  French  admiral's  ship,  as  he  had 
important  business,  and  the  French  minister  had  proposed  that  place  of  meeting. 
I  consented  to  attend  at  any  hour. .  On  the  prevfous  day  I  had  received  a  letter 
from  the  same  minister  infoiining  me  he  wished  to  see  me  on  important  business. 
Yesterday  the  minister  of  France  informed  me  that  he  had  made  such  propo- 
sition, but  had  not  finally  agreed  to  it.  That  it  was  understood  that  the  governor 
waB  to  wait  on  him  the  next  day  and  receive  his  decision. 

The  governor  accordingly  visited  him,  and  informed  him  that  the  minister 
proposed  to  notify  the  ministers  of  the  treaty  powers  that  orders  had  been 
received  for  their  expulsion,  anAo  request  them  to  leave. 

The  French  minister  then  said  that  such  communication  had  better  be  reduced 
to  writing.  The  governor  asked  what  form  had  better  be  adopted,  and  received 
a  very  short  one.     He  then  asked  what  the  minister's  reply  would  be  ? 

He  said  first  he  would  say,  "  that  he  would  transmit  a  copy  of  such  letter  to 
his  own  government  and  await  orders ;"  further,  "  that  he  would  demand  that 
Yokohama  meanwhile  be  given  up  to  the  French  admiral  to  guard ;  that  trade 
should  not  be  interrupted,  and  that  t^e  governor  of  Kanagawa  should  not  be 
changed." 

Shortly  after  the  interpreter  returned,  and  said  that  the  form  of  letter  given 
by  the  French  minister  was  too  strong,  and  that  it  would  be  modified;  that  it 
would  be  announced  to  the  Japanese  that  foreigners  were  ordered  to  withdraw; 
that  the  ministers  had  written  to  their  government  for  instructions;  that  mean- 
while trade  should  not  be  interrupted ;  that  the  governor  would  probably  call 
frequently  on  the  different  ministers ;  that  the  people  would  be  given  to  under- 
stand that  this  was  done  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  with  them  about  leaving; 
but  that  it  would  be  for  the  purpose  of  giving  information  as  to  the  situation  of 
affairs  at  Kioto.  He  also  said  ne  would  that  day  pay  the  money,  and  that  he 
would  do  this  even  if  orders  were  issued  from  Yedo  forbidding  it.  He  would 
keep  his  word,  and  then  commit  hari  kiri.  The  French  minister  begged  him 
not  to  speak  of  suicide,  which  was  regarded  by  the  civilized  world  as  an  act  of 
cowardice.  He  replied  that  the  custom  of  his  country  required  that  an  officer 
disobeying  orders  should  commit  it. 

The  French  admiral,  Jaur^s,  was  present  at  all  the  interviews  held  with  the 
French  minister,  and  Commodore  McDougal  at  most  of  those  held  with  me. 

The  French  minister  has  promised  me  a  copy  of  the  memoranda  of  these  dif- 
ferent conversations,  which  I  shall  send  at  an  early  day,  together  with  memo- 
randa of  those  between  the  governor  and  myself. 

At  5  o'clock  a.  m.  of  this  day  the  indemnity  was  paid. 

At  9  o'clock  I  received  from  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  the  letter  of  which 
I  enclose  a  translation,  (enclosure  No.  2,)  asking  foreigners  to  withdraw.  As 
the  mail  closes  at  10  o'clock,  I  have  no  time  for  comment. 

The  minister  is  now  on  board  the  steamer  Emperor,  lying  in  this  harbor,  and 
may  at  any  moment  ask  an  interview. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minister  Resident  in  Japan, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^^  -^^y ^^^ 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 
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Colond  NeaU  to  Mr  Pruyn, 

[EnclosuM  No.  1.] 

Yokohama,  June  20,  1863. 

Sie:  I  have  the- honor  to  communicate  to  you  the  present  situation  of  affairs  in  regard 
to  the  subject  of  the  British  demand  upon  the  Japanese  government. 

The  patience  and  moderation  which  I  have  exerciswi  in  my  communication  with  the 
Tycoon's  government  in  the  earnest  desire  of  bringing  a  peaceful  settlement  of  the  avowedly 
just  demands  for  reparation  preferred  by  her  Majesty's  government  are  well  known  and 
sofficientiy  manifest. 

At  the  most  recent  date,  the  18th  instant,  those  objects  which  I  had  in  view  were  on 
the  very  eve  of  being  happily  accomplished.  The  Japanese  government,  through  its  en- 
voys, had,  after  innumerable  difficulties,  solemnly  and  unreservedly  entered  into  a  written 
engagement  with  me  to  pay  the  pecuniary  demands  at  short  specified  intervals,  the  first 
payment  to  have  been  made  on  the  date  above  referred  to. 

That  day  has  been  reached  and  passed,  and  the  Japanese  ministers  have  flagrantly,  une- 
quivocally, and  designedly  broken  their  faith. 

In  the  most  unjustifiable  and  audacious  manner  the  Tycoon's  government  now  seeks  to 
reopen  negotiations  previous  to  accomplishing  their  solemn  assent  to  the  settlement  of  the 
pecuniary  portion  of  the  demands,  and  openly  declare  their  intention  to  withhold  all  pay- 
ments, thus  most  effectually  extinguishing  all  remaining  faith  in  even  their  most  solemn 
engagements. 

As  her  Majesty's  representative,  I  have  now,  therefore,  to  declare  that  the  utmost  limits 
of  my  patience  (consistently  exerted  and  directed  to  exact  the  reparation  sought  by  peaceful 
means,  and  which  I  had  good  reason  to  hope  had  been  successfully  exercised)  are  exhausted. 

I  have  had  the  honor  during  a  period  of  ten  weeks,  at  intervals,  to  inform  you  that  the 
adoption  of  coercive  measures  was  an  impending  contingency,  though  the  probability  or 
otherwise  of  their  occurrence  was  alternately  stronger  or  feebler  as  matters  progressed. 

On  my  part  I  have  not  failed  to  advert  to  the  worst  and  most  regretable  emergency 
which  could  arise,  namely,  the  necessity  which  might  present  itself  (with  a  view  to  the 
security  of  their  persons  and  property)  of  abandoning  the  open  ports,  while  the  vice-admiral 
commanding-in- chief  has  as  often  and  as  consistently  declared  his  inability  to  hold,  mili- 
tarily, the  settlement  if  coercive  measures  were  actually  resorted  to  effectually  to  enforce 
compliance  with  the  demands. 

As  long  as  a  chance  of  honest  though  tardy  action  could  be  anticipated  on  the  part  of 
the  Japanese  government,  I  have  scrupulously  deferred  initiatory  hostilities  by  an  appeal 
to  force.  But  I  now  feel  myself  urgently  called  upon  to  leave  the  adoption  of  the  only 
measures  which  the  rulers  of  this  country  would  appear  to  understand  or  appreciate,  viz  : 
those  of  coercion,  to  the  admiral,  into  whose  hands  I  will  this  day  consign  the  solution  of 
affiurs. 

Thus,  within  a  very  short  period,  the  policy  of  expediency  invariably  adopted  by  the 
Japanese  government  may  p<^bly  lead  them  to  repair  their  broken  faith  by  the  actual 
payment  of  the  indemnities,  and  a  more  peaceful  aspect  of  affairs  may  present  itself  again ; 
or,  on  the  other  hand,  the  admiral  may  have  deemed  it  advisable  to  profit  by  circumstances 
to  carry  out  some  of  the  operations  he  may  decide  upon. 

You  will,  no  doubt,  judge,  sir,  the  measures  which  the  subjects  of  your  nation  should 
most  expediently  adopt  under  all  the  circumstances  here  mobt  unreservedly  and  explicitly 
Bet  forth. 

I  need  hardly  add  that  I  shall  not  fail  immediately  to  concert  with  Admiral  Euper  and 
with  Admiral  Jaur6s,  whose  frank  and  cordial  praff^red  co-operation  I  am  fully  assured  of, 
respecting  such  temporary  measures,  for  the  safeguard  of  the  community  in  this  emergency 
as  may  be  practicable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EDW.  ST.  JOHN  NEALE, 
Her  Britannic  Majetitfi  Chargi  d^ Affaire*  and  Actifig  Consul  Gtneral  in  Japan, 

General  Robbrt  H.  Prcyn, 

Miniaier  Resident  of  the  United  States  in  Japan. 


Ogaaawara  to  Mr.  Pruyn. 

[Translation.— Enclosure  No.  2.] 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that  I  have  received  full  powers  to  act  on 
the  subject  herein  stated.  t 

I  have  received  orders  from  his  Majesty  the  Tycoon,  now  residing  at  Kioto,  and  who  Si C 
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ceived  orders  from  the  Mikado  to  cause  the  opened  ports  to  be  closed  and  the  foreigners 
(subjects)  of  the  treaty  powers  to  be  removed,  as  our  people  will  have  no  interoonrse  with 
them ;  hence  negotiation  on  this  subject  will  afterwards  take  place  with  your  excellencj. 

With  respect  and  esteem,  the  9th  day  of  the  5th  month  of  the  3d  year  of  Bunkin,  (the 
24th  June,  1863.) 

OOASAWARA  DSUSIO  NO  KAMI. 
His  Excellency  Bobkrt  H.  Prvtn, 

Minister  of  the  United  Siateif  8fc. ,  ^e. ,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Pruyn  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  41.J  ^  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yokohama^  June  24,  1863. 
Sir  :  British  indemnity  paid.    United  States  legation  buildings  at  Yedo  de- 
stroyed by  fire  on  the  24th  nltimo.    Letters  received  by  treaty  powers  demand- 
ing their  withdrawal,  pursuant  to  orders  of  Mikado  and  Tycoon  from  ELioto. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minister  Resident  in  Japan, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington, 

(Above  despatch  sent  to  collector,  San  Francisco,  to  be  telegraphed.) 


Mr,  Pruyn  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  42.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yokohama,  June  24,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  enclosure  No.  1,  copy  of  my  reply  to  the 
letter  of  the  minister  of  foreign  aflfairs,  the  translation  of  which  letter  formed 
enclosure  No.  2  of  despatch  No  40.  I  hope  that  it  and  the  replies  of  my  col- 
leagues may  compel  wiser  and  more  friendly  counsels  to  prevail  at  Kioto.  It 
wiU  afford  me  great  pleasure  if  my  action  on  this  grave  and  delicate  question 
shall  meet  your  approval  and  that  of  the  President. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  unexpected  detention  of  the  schooner  J.  B.  Ford  to 
send  this  despatch. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minister  Resident 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  4t;.,  ifc.,  Sfc„  Washington, 


Mr,  Pruyn  to  Ogasawara  Dsusio  no  Kami, 

[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

No.  68.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yokohama,  June  24,  1863. 

I  have  received  your  excellency's  letter  of  this  date,  announcing  that  you 

have  full  powers  to  carry  out  orders  of  the  Mikado  and  Tycoon  for  the  closing 

of  the  ports  and  removad  of  foreigners  from  Japan.     I  have  the  honor  to  reply, 

that  a  solemn  treaty  has  been  made  by  the  governme»t^^Q|  Jbp^lL  wjfli  the 
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United  States  granting  to  its  citizens  the  liberty  to  reside  and  trade  at  these 
ports.  The  right  thus  acquired  will  not  be  surrendered,  and  cannot  be  with- 
drawn. Even  to  propose  such  a  measure  is  an  insult  to  my  country,  and  equiva- 
lent to  a  declaration  of  war. 

I  shall  send  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by 
whom  it  will  be  received  with  mingled  emotions  of  astonishment,  sorrow,  and 
indication. 

The  determination  of  the  Mikado  and  Tycoon,  if  attempted  to  be  carried  into 
effect,  must  involve  Japan  in  a  war  with  all  the  treaty  powers.  It  is  perfectly 
absurd  to  hope  for  success — it  will  only  bring  ruin  upon  this  flourishing  empire. 
Nothmg  can  justify  this  deliberate  disregard  of  solemn  obligations.  The  at- 
tempt to  carry  it  into  execution  would  be  an  act  of  such  extreme  folly  as  only 
to  be  afttributable  to  an  unwarrantable  estimate  of  your  own  power  and  of  the 
overwhelming  power  of  the  western  nations. 

I  have  only  to  say,  in  addition,  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  will  re- 
main in  Japan,  protected  by  the  United  States  naval  forces  now  here  and  on 
their  way.  If  life  and  property  is  threatened  or  attacked;  both  will  be  defended 
to  the  last  extremity. 

I  enter  my  solemn  protest  against  your  letter  and  the  proposed  measures,  and 
declare  your  government  responsible  for  any  consequences  which  may  follow, 
and  liable  for  all  losses  which  citizens  of  tne  United  States  may  sustain  by 
reason  thereof. 

With  respect  and  esteem, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUTN. 
Minuter  Resident  of  the  United  States  in  Japan 

His  Excellency  Ogasawara  Dsusio  no  Kami, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Sfc.,  4^.,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  43.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yokohama,  June  25,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  (No.  1)  translation  of  a  letter  of  the  min- 
ister of  France  in  reply  to  the  notification  of  the  Japanese  government  of  the 
intention  to  close  the  ports,  and  (No.  2)  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  British  charge 
d'affidres.  I  sent  forward  a  copy  of  my  letter  on  the  24th  instant,  via  San 
Francisco. 

These  letters  were  written  without  our  having  had  a  conference,  which  would 
have  been  advisable,  in  view  of  the  great  importance  of  the  subject,  had  time 
been  afforded.  We  were,  however,  compelled  to  reply  immediately  on  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  letter  of  the  Japanese  minister,  as  he  was  on  board  a  steamer,  on 
his  way  to  Osaca. 

We  have  been  told  by  the  governor  of  Elanagawa  that  there  is  no  intention 
of  enforcing  these  orders ;  but  his  declarations  may,  at  any  moment,  be  dis- 
avowed by  the  government.  I  thought — and  it  appears  so  also  to  my  col- 
leagues— that  the  letter  must  speak  for  itself;  that  no  clandestine  whispered 
explanations  should  be  entitled  to  any  weight  in  modifying  its  offensive  aecla- 
rations. 

At  present,  the  government  at  Yedo,  no  doubt,  honestly  intend  to  preserve 
peaceml  relations,  and  is  fully  aware  of  the  extreme  folly  of  attempting  to  carry 
the  Kioto  decrees  into  effect.  The  mass  of  papers  I  have  sent  forward  will  en- 
able the  President  to  judge  whether  it  will  be  wise  to  depend  too  securely  on 
the  continuance  of  that  policy,  and  whether  it  is  not  apparent  that  an  imposing: 
exhibition  of  force  can  alone  be  relied  on.  ^gitized  by  GoOOic 
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I  enclose  (No.  3)  translation  of  the  orders  of  the  Tycoon  to  Stotsbashi,  of 
the  family  of  Mito,  who  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  decree  of  expul- 
sion. I  am  indebted  for  this,  as  well  as  the  important  proclamation  handed  to 
the  Tycoon  by  the  Mikado,  at  their  secret  audience,  (of  which  I  have  sent  you 
a  copy  translated  by  a  governor  for  foreign  affairs,)  to  Eugene  M.  Van  Reed,  an 
American  citizen. 

I  hope  my  reply  to  the  minister  will  be  regarded  as  sufficiently  pointed  and 
direct.  It  appeared  to  me  an  occasion  when  the  living  truth  should  be  spoken, 
and  stand  forth  free  from  the  ceremonies  of  diplomatic  phrases. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minister  Resident  in  Japan. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


The  Minuter  qf  France  to  Ogasawara  Dsuiio  No  Kami^  Minuter  of  Foreign  Afcnrs. 

Yokohama,  Jane  24,  1863. 

I  received  your  excellency's  commnnication  concerning  the  instructions  which  yon  state 
to  have  received  from  the  Tycoon  in  relation  to  negotiations  with  me  on  the  subject 
of  closing  the  Japanese  ports  opened  to  French  trade  by  the  treaty  concluded  by  my 
sovereign,  in  1858,  with  the  Tycoon  of  Japan,  empire  of  the  Mikado,  as  stated  in  the  act 
of  ratification  of  the  French  treaty. 

In  reply,  I  have  to  say  to  your  excellency,  though  your  announcement  is  not  confirmed 
by  the  signature  of  your  colleagues  of  the  Gorogio  for  foreign  affairs,  that  I,  as  well  as  the 
government  of  the  Emperor,  my  august  sovereign,  consider  that  the  treaty  concluded  with 
Japan  still  remains  in  force,  any  notification  by  any  Japanese  authority  whatever  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding,  and  that  it  must  be  executed  according  to  the  terms  agreed 
upon  with  the  Japanese  embassy  sent  to  Europe  in  the  course  of  last  year. 

I  shall,  nevertheless,  transmit  to  France  the  audacious  notification  which  your  excel- 
lency addressed  to  me,  in  order  that  it  may  be  promptly  decided  to  take  measures  for 
redress  for  this  fresh  violation  of  the  right  of  nations,  which  is  without  precedent  in  the 
history  of  civilized  nations,  nnd  which  may  bring  some  chastisement  upon  those  who  had 
the  temerity  to  conceive  it. 

Considering  that  the  treaties  must  remain  in  force  until  the  arrival  of  the  reply  of  the 
imperial  government,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency,  and  to  request  you  to 
ma^e  it  known  to  all  authorities  in  Japan,  that  I  have  placed  the  safety  of  the  subjects  of 
the  Emperor,  my  sovereign,  residing  in  this  country,  under  the  protection  of  the  Freuch 
military  forces  in  the  China  and  Japan  seas,  under  the  chief  command  of  M.  Admiral 
Jaur^,  now  in  Yokohama,  and  that  henceforth  this  general  officer  will  take,  as  he  may 
deem  proper,  all  necessary  measures  to  act,  by  land  or  by  sea.,  against  any  one  unwar- 
rantably acting  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  treaty  of  1858. 

With  respect  and  esteem,  DUCHESNE  DE  BELLECOURT, 

Minister  Ptempottntiary  qf  France^  m  Japan. 


Her  Bbitannic  Majesty's  Leoatiox, 

Ydkoham'i,  June  24,  1863. 

The  undersigned,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  charge  d'affaires  in  Japan,  has  received,  in 
common  with  his  colleagues,  and  with  extreme  amazement,  the  extraordinary  announce- 
ment which,  under  instructions  from  his  Majesty  the  Tycoon,  his  excellency  has  addressed 
to  him. 

Apart  from  the  audacious  nature  of  this  announcement,  which  is  unaccompanied  by  any 
explanations  whatever,  the  undersigned  is  bound  to  believe  that  both  the  spiritual  and 
temporal  sovereigns  of  this  country  are  totally  ignorant  of  the  disastrous  consequences 
which  must  arise  to  Japan  by  their  determination,  thus  conveyed  through  you,  to  close 
the  opened  ports,  and  to  remove  therefrom  the  subjects  of  the  treaty  powers. 

For  himself,  as  representative  of  her  Britannic  Majesty,  the  undersigned  has  to  observe, 
n  the  first  instance,  that  the  rulers  of  this  country  may,  perhaps^  stilljave^it  in  their 
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power  to  modify  and  soften  the  severe  and  irresistible  measures  which  will,  without  the 
least  doubt,  be  adopted  by  Great  Britain,  most  effectually  to  maintain  and  enforce  its 
treaty  obligations  with  this  country ;  and  more  than  this,  to  place  them  on  a  far  more 
satis&ctory  and  solid  footing  than  heretofore,  by  speedily  making  known  and  developing 
any  rational  and  aoeeptable  plans  directed  to  this  end,  which  may  be  at  present  concealed 
by  his  Majesty  the  Tycoon,  or  by  the  Mikado,  or  by  both,  to  the  great  and  imminent 
peril  of  Japan. 

It  is,  therefore,  the  duty  of  the  undersigned  solemnly  to  warn  the  rulers  of  this  country, 
that  when  the  decisions  of  her  Majesty's  government,  consequent  upon  the  receipt  of  your 
excellency's  announcement,  shall  have  in  due  course  been  taken,  the  development  of  all 
ulterior  determination  now  kept  back  will  be  of  no  avail. 

ITie  undersigned,  in  the  meanwhile,  has  to  inform  your  excellency,  with  a  view  that 
you  may  bring  the  same  to  the  knowledge  of  his  Majesty  the  Tycoon,  who  will  doubtless 
make  the  same  known  to  the  Mikado,  that  the  indiscreet  communication  now  made 
through  your  excellency  is  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  all  nations,  civilized  or  unciv- 
ilized— that  it  is,  in  fact,  a  declaration  of  war  by  Japan  iteelf  against  the  whole  of  the 
treaty  powers,  and  the  consequences  of  which,  if  not  at  once  arrested,  it  will  have  speedily 
to  expiate  by  the  severest  and  most  merited  chastisement. 

E    ST.  JOHN  NEALE, 
Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Chargi  d' Affaires  m  Japan. 

^B\8  Excellency  Ogasawaba  Dsrsio  No  Kami, 

Member  qf  the  Gorogio,  Sfc  ,  5rc.,  ^c,  Tiedo. 


Translaium  <jf  a  document  purporting  td  he  an  order  from  the  Tycoon  to  the  Gorogio,  dated  the  4th 

month,  2Qthday. 

The  time  is  positively  fixed  for  the  expulsion  of  the  barbarians,  viz  ,  the  10th  day  of  the 
5th  month,  (25th  June,)  as  we  have  determined  to  expel  them,  and  have  so  represented  to 
the  Emperor.     Let  it  also  be  made  known  to  all  the  princes. 

TYE  BHINGO.  7)/eoon. 

On  the  return  of  Stotsbashi,  (to  Yedo,)  when  the  negotiations  for  expulsion  take  place, 
though  there  should  be  a  series  of  discussions,  yet  the  main  idea  U  the  original  treaties  of 
commerce.  In  consequence  of  our  having  opened  the  ports  at  first  without  conferring 
with  the  Emperor,  the  minds  of  men  in  this  exclusive  country  have  not  been  united  ;  for 
this  reason  it  is  necessary  to  negotiate  for  the  absolute  exclusion  of  the  barbarians. 

A  communi6ation  for  all  the  daimios  as  to  the  removal  of  the  barbarians.  They  must 
be  utterly  expelled  on  the  lOth  day  of  the  5th  month.  Having  received  such  instructions 
from  the  Emperor,  let  each  one  of  you,  with  an  understanding  of  the  foregoing,  make 
every  preparation  for  the  defence  of  the  sea-coast  of  his  domain,  and  when  invaders  come, 
let  them  be  utterly  swept  away. 

The  4th  Month. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr,  Seward. 


No.  4^.]  -    Legation  of  the  Uxited  States  ix  Japan, 

Yokohama^  June  26,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  call 'your  attention  to  the  remark  made  hy  the 
French  minister  in  his  letter  to  Ogasawara  Dsunio  No  Kami,  translation  of 
which  forms  enclosure  No.  1  of  despatch  No.  43 :  "  Your  announcement  is  not 
confirmed^y  the  signature  of  your  colleagues  of  the  Gorogio  for  foreign  affairs;" 
and  to  say,  that  I  thmk  he  misapprehended  the  true  position  of  Ogasawara,  who 
iflsued  the  notification.     

The  members  of  the  Gorogio  now  at  Yedo  only  acted  as  ministers  of  foreign 
affairs  during  the  absence  of  himself  and  his  two  colleagues  at  Kioto.  On  his 
return  he  resumed,  I  suppose,  his  post  in  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  anilp 
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was  the  sole  minister.     As  he  again  leaves,  the  two  others  again  take  the  post 
ad  interim. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minister^  Sfc.t  Japan. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Sfc. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  45.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yokohama^  June  27,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  the  hope  that  the  situation  of  affairs  at  home  may  soon  be  so  im- 
proved as  to  admit  of  your  proposal  of  1861  being  carried  into  effect,  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  say  that  I  am  satisfied  the  public  mind  in  this  country  w^ 
not  be  quieted  until  the  treaties  are  ratified  by  tne  Mikado. 

Until  this  is  done  the  position  of  foreigners  must  continue  precarious,  and 
their  presence  occasion  intrigues,  and  perhaps  civil  war,  because  not  sanction^ 
by  the  rightful  sovereign,  which  the  Mikado  doubtless  is,  theoretically  and  prac- 
tically, should  the  daimios  gather  around  him. 

The  opponents  of  the  Tycoon's  government  can  only,  in  this  way,  be  driven 
from  the  cover  which  they  now  assume  in  their  machinations  to  accomplish 
their  selfish  purposes,  whether  such  be  to  supplant  the  Ty^on,  or,  by  con- 
fining trade  to  its  former  channel,  (Nagasaki,)  again  reap  the  sole  advantage. 

To  secure  this  ratification  a  demonstration  on  Osacca  (20  miles  from  Kioto) 
would  be  necessary,  backed,  if  this  should  not  at  once  be  successful,  by  a  land 
force  to  move  on  Kioto. 

I  have  no  doubt  the  treaties  would  be  ratified  as  soon  as  a  strong  naval 
force  reached  the  bay  of  Osacca. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minister  Resident  in  Jaipan. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington.  ^ 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Pruyn. 


No.  42.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  29,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  April  10  (No.  15)  has  been  sulRnitted  to  the  Presi- 
dent. It  is  an  occasion  of  sincere  regret  that  the  government  of  Japan  has 
not  been  able  to  guarantee  the  safety  of  foreigners  sojourning  in  the  country, 
and  that  it  has  thus  been  brought  to  the  necessity  of  yielding  to  demands  of 
indemnity  under  coercion.  I  am  bound  to  believe  that  that  crisis  which  you 
have  informed  me  was  approaching,  has  now  actually  passed.  I  can  give  you. 
therefore,  only  instructions  with  reference  to  wliat  may  be  expected  to  be  the 
condition  of  afiairs  existing  at  the  time  when  this  communication  shall  have 
reached  you.  It  is  manifestly  the  interest  and  the  duty  of  all  the  western 
powers  to  maintain  harmony  and  good  accord  in  Japan.     We  have  not  only  a 
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right,  but  also  good  reason,  for  supposing  that  her  Majesty's  govemment  will 
not  seek  any  conquest  or  exclusive  advantage  in  that  empire  as  a  result  of  any 
conflict  which  may  have  taken  place.  So  long  as  the  operations  of  the  Britisn 
government  shall  be  confined  to  the  attainment  of  the  objects  announced  in  pre- 
liminary commimications,  it  will  be  your  duty  to  lend  to  them  all  the  moral 
support  in  your  power.  And  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  which 
may  be  present,  while  protecting  the  American  legation  and  American  citizens 
sojourning  there,  will  take  care  not  to  hinder,  oppose,  or  embarrass  the  British 
authorities  in  the  prosecution  of  those  objects.  The  United  States  having  no 
grievances  of  their  own  to  complain  of  against  Japan,  will  not  unite  in  hostili- 
ties against  that  government,  but  they  will,  at  the  same  time,  take  care  not  to 
disapprove  of  or  censure,  without  just  cause,  the  measures  which  Great  Britain 
adopts  to  obtain  guarantees  which,  while  they  are  necessary  for  her,  must  also 
result  in  the  greater  security  of  all  the  western  nations. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. . 
Robert  H.  Pruyn,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  Yedo. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pruyn. 


No.  43.]  Department  of  State, 

Waihingtony  July  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  several  des- 
spatchcs  bearing  the  dates  and  numbers  following,  namely :  April  30,  No.  x6 ; 
May  1,  No.  17;  May  1,  No.  18;  May  1,  No.  19;  May  2,  No.  20;  May  3,  No. 
21 ;  May  3,  No.  22 ;  May  4,  No.  23.  I  have  also  received  from  George  S. 
Fisher,  the  United  States  consul  at  Kanagawa,  two  despatches,  one  of  which, 
numbered  15,  bears  the  date  of  May  7,  and  the  other,  written  under  the  date  of 
May  8,  is  marked  17. 

Speaking  in  a  practical  sense,  I  may  observe  that  all  these  papers  advert  to 
the  critical  condition  of  the  relations  between  the  western  treaty  powers  and 
Japan,  which  has  arisen  subsequently  to  the  demand  upon  the  Tycoon  for  in- 
demnities which  has  been  made  by  the  British  government,  or,  at  least,  that  the 
various  questions  which  the  despatches  present  are  to  be  considered  in  view  of 
that  extraordinary  condition  of  affairs. 

The  leave  of  absence  for  six  months,  within  the  next  year,  which  you  have 
solicited,  will  be  granted,  if  the  political  crisis  that  now  exists  in  Japan  shall, 
in  the  mean  time,  pass  off  without  producing  any  change  inconsistent  with,  or 
adverse  to,  the  relations  created  by  the  treaty  now  existing  between  this  country 
and  that  empire. 

I  have  carefully  read  your  two  notes  addressed  to  Mr.  Neale,  her  Britannic 
Majesty's  charg^  d'affaires,  in  relation  to  the  demand  he  has  made  upon  the 
Tycoon's  government,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  I  find  nothing  in 
them  to  disapprove.  The  counsel  that  you  gave  Mr.  Neale  was  not  obtrusive, 
and  it  seems  to  me  to  have  been  quite  discreet  as  well  as  humane.  On  the 
other  hand,  this  government,  if-  it  were  disposed  to  be  querulous,  might  well 
complain  of  some  injurious  statements  and  reflections  which  have  found  place 
in  Mr.  Neale's  portion  of  the  correspondence.     Nevertheless,  the  President 

?ermits  me  to  pass  them  by,  for  two  reasons :  First.  The  good  faith  of  the 
Inited  States  towards  Great  Britain  and  all  the  other  treaty  powers  in  regard 
to  Japan,  is  impressed  upon  the  records  of  our  diplomatic  intercourse  with  them. 
As  yet  it  has  not  even  been  questioned;  and  it  is  not  likely^, Jp^^ be  ^lestipned: 


1038  DIPLOMATIC    COREESPONDENCE. 

by  any  one  of  those  governments,  or  by  any  agent  authorized  to  speak  in  their 
behalf.  Secondly.  The  common  interests  of  civilization  and  humanity  require 
that  there  shall  be  concert  and  unity  among  the  treaty  powers,  in  the  present 
crisis,  unobstructed  by  jealousy,  or  suspicion,  or  unkind  debate  of  any  sort 
From  all  the  papers  before  me  I  learn  that  this  was  the  situation  of  affairs  at 
Yedo  on  the  8th  of  May,  namely,  that  the  British  legation  had  demanded  in- 
demnities, which  must  be  conceded  on  or  before  the  2l8t,  or  else  that  the  British 
fleet  would  proceed  to  hostilities  against  Japan.  Secondly.  That  the  French 
naval  forces  were  prepared  to  act  in  concert  and  co-operation  with  the  British. 
Thirdly.  That  it  was  doubtful  whether  the  indemnities  would  be  seasonably 
conceded  by  the  Tycoon  government.  Fourthly.  That  if  that  govermnetit 
should  conclude  to  yield  the  indemnities,  yet  that,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Mikado  and  a  combination  of  daimios  hostile  to  the  foreign  policy  of  the  Tycoon, 
a  civil  war  was  very  likely  to  break  out.  Fifthly.  That  a  popular  excitement 
was  prevailing  which  rendered  the  continuance  of  peace  uncertain  in  every 
event,  ai^  that  foreigners  were  assaulted  and  put  in  jeopardy  of  their  lives 
by  armed  bodies  of  the  Japanese,  and  among  such  foreigners  were  sev^al 
Americans.  Sixthly.  It  may  be  inferred  from  this  circumstance  that  whatever 
claims  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  might  have  to  friendship,  protection,  <» 
even  freedom  from  danger,  such  citizens  are  likely  ta  be  confounded  with  all 
other  foreigners  in  any  uprising  or  disturbance  of  the  public  peace.  Seventlily. 
The  Wyoming,  at  the  date  of  these  despatches,  had  gone  to  Hong  Kong  for 
repairs.  I  leam  here,  however,  that  her  repairs  were  completed  on  the  27th  of 
April,  and  that  she  was  then  about  to  proceed  to  Kanagawa,  so  that  she  prob- 
ably was  there  as  early  as  the  21st  May,  the  day  finally  appointed  for  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Tycoon's  government  to  be  communicated. 

I  shall  now  give  you  the  President's  opinion  of  your  duty,  and  that  of  the 
commander  of  the  Wyoming,  in  view  of  the  situation  which  may  be  expected 
to  be  existing  when  this  despatch  shall  have  reached  Japan.  Your  whole 
moral  influence  must  be  exerted  to  procure  or  preserve  peace  between  the 
other  treaty  powers  and  Japan,  based,  if  necessary,  on  a  compliance,  by  the 
latter  power,  with  the  terms  prescribed  by  them,  inasmuch  as  it  is  not  doubted 
that  those  terms  will  be  demanded  simply  with  a  view  to  the  necessary  security 
of  foreigners  of  all  nations  remaining  in  Japan. 

Second.  If  the  authorities  of  Japan  shall  be  able  to  excuse  themselves  for 
the  injuries  which  Americans  may  have  suffered  at  the  hands  of  Japanese  sub- 
jects, and  shall  in  good  faith  have  granted  adequate  indemnities,  or  be  proceeding 
to  afford  them,  and  also  shall  be  able  to  guarantee  the  safety  of  American  ro- 
dents, the  subject  may  rest;  and  while  there  the  Wyoming  will  not  commit 
any  hostile  act  against  the  Japanese  government  or  power.  But,  on  the  con- 
trary, if  in  your  judgment  it  shall  be  necessary  for  tne  Wyoming  to  use  her 
guns,  for  the  safety  of  the  legation  or  of  Americans  residing  in  Japan,  then  her 
commander  will  employ  all  necessaiy  force  for  that  purpose.  If  the  members 
of  the  legation,  or  of  the  consulates,  find .  it  at  any  time  unsafe  to  remain  in 
Japan,  they  will,  of  course,  seek  a  safe  retreat  as  convenient  as  possible,  and 
will  report  to  this  department.  While  executing  these  instructions  you  will, 
so  far  as  may  be  in  your  power,  continue  to  cultivate  friendly  sentiments  on  the 
part  of  the  tfapanese  government,  declaring,  however,  to  them  and  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  tne  other  powers,  that  in  doing  so  you  are  seeking  no  exclusive 
or  distinct  advantage  for  this  government,  but  only  the  common  interests  of  all 
nations  in  that  extraordinary  country. 

The  Secretwy  of  the  Navy  will  give  all  necessary  instructions  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  Wyoming  in  harmony  with  the  views  of  the  President  expressed 
in  this  despatch. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Robert  H.  Pruyn,  Esq.,  Sfc„  ^c,  Yokohama.      -y  --  y  — ^— 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pruyn. 

No.  44.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  9,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  fulfilment  of  the  announcement  made  in  my  instruction  to  you  of 
the  4th  of  April  last,  (No.  38,)  a  box  has  been  sent  to  you  via  San  Francisco, 
to  the  care  of  the  collector  of  that  port,  containing  the  following  testimonials 
from  the  President  to  the  principal  officers  of  the  Japanese  ship-of-war  Cho-yo- 
maroo,  and  other  authorities,  in  recognition  of  their  humane  services  to  the 
shipwrecked  officers  and  seamen  of  the  American  bark  Chevalie,  which  foundered 
on  the  east  coast  of  Japan  in  November  last : 

2  gold  chronometer  watches,  with  Japanese  dials  and  heavy  chains. 

1  marine  glass. 

1  silver  speaking  trumpet. 

The  distribution  of  these  presents  among  the  parties  for  whom  they  are 
intended,  namely,  the  two  principal  officers  of  the  Cho  yo-maroo,  and  the  two 
principal  Japanese  authorities  of  the  province  where  the  wreck  occurred,  is 
left  -to  your  discretion,  as  is  also  the  mode  of  presentation  and  the  remarks 
fitting  to  the  occasion.  You  will  be  careful,  however,  not  to  lose  sight  of  the 
great  importance  which  the  President  and  people  of  the  United  States  attach 
to  the  disinterested  kindness  and  humanity  displayed  by  the  Japanese  authori- 
ties and  people  on  the  occasion  referred  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Robert  H.  Pruvn,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  ifc,j  Yedo. 


Mr.  Seward  to^  Mr.  Pruyn. 


No.  45.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  despatches  of  May  8  (No.  24,)  May  §  (No. 
25,)  May  11  (No.  26,)  May  12  (No.  27.)  By  these  papers  I  learn  the  defini- 
tive propositions  which  had  been  submitted  by  the  British  and  French  lega- 
tions at  Yedo  to  the  Tycoon  previously  to  the  11th  of  May,  and  their  pur- 
pose to  adopt  coercive  measures  in  concert,  after  the  2l8t  of  that  month,  if 
those  propositions  should  be  rejected.  I  learn  also  from  the  same  despatches 
the  divisions  and  distraction  there  existed  in  the  Japanese  councils,  and  that 
the  people  were  in  an  excited  condition,  which  foreboded  either  the  outbreak  of 
civil  war,  or,  mora  probably,  the  acceptation  of  a  foreign  war;  and,  most  pain- 
fnl  of  all,  the  papers  confirm  tho  accounts  which  had  before  been  received  from 
the  consul  at  Kanagawa  of  unprovoked  violence  committed  at  that  place  upon 
American  citizens  by  subjects  of  the  Tycoon. 

It  is  a  source  of  much  satisfaction  that  the  Wyoming  had  returned  to  that 
port  in  the  midst  of  these  occurrences,  as  had  already  been  anticipated  by  the 
government  here.  On  a  careful  review  of  all  these  facts,  it  is  believed  that 
there  is  no  necessity  to  modify  the  instructions  which  were  given  you  in  my 
despatch  of  the  7th  instant  (No.  43.) 

In  regard  to  the  acts  of  violence  committed  upon  the  persons  of  American 
citizens,  it  is  presumed  that  you  have  required  that  the  offenders  shall  be  brought 
to  punishment  .by  the  Tycoon's  government  without  delay.  It  is  left  in  your 
discretion  whether,  under  the  circumstances  which  shall  be  existing  when  this 
despatch  shall  reach  you,  it  is  expedient  to  insist  upon  pecuniary  forfeitures,  or  t 
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compensations  to  be  paid  bj  the  government  in  addition  to  the  punishment  of 
the  offenders.  If  you  think  it  expedient,  you  are  at  liberty  to  say  to  the  min- 
isters of  foreign  affairs  that  the  President  has  reserved  this  question  for  con- 
sideration after  the  difficulties  now  existing  between  the  government  of  the 
Tycoon  and  the  British  government  shall  have  been  adjusted,  and  the  peaceful 
condition  of  affairs  which  prevailed  before  the  disturbance  occurred  shall  have 
been  renewed. 

The  President  is  profoundly  sensible  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  instructionB 
you  have  heretofore  received  for  your  safe  guidance  in  an  emergency  that  was 
not  foreseen,  and  could  not  be  anticipated.  When  the  instructions  now  given 
you  shall  have  arrived,  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Japan  may  be  such  as  to 
render  them  inapplicable.  Under  these  circumstances  you  must  exercise  a  hU||e 
discretion,  governed  by  two  prinmry  considerations :  namely,  first,  to  deserve 
and  win  the  confidence  of  the  Japanese  government  and  people  if  possible,  with 
a  view  to  the  common  interest  of  all  the  treaty  powers.  Secondly,  to  sustain 
and  co-operate  with  the  legations  of  those  powers  in  good  faith,  so  as  to  render 
their  efforts  to  the  same  end  effective.  •  It  may  be  not  altogether  easy  to  apply 
these  two  principles  in  the  conduct  of  details.  You  will,  however,  make  the 
best  effort  to  do  so,  and  will  be  permitted  to  judge  which  of  them  must  give 
way  in  any  case  of  irreconcilable  conflict. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Robert  H.  Pruyn,  Esq.,  S^c,  S^c,  Yokohama. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  48.]  Legation  op  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yokohama,  July  24,  1863. 

Sir  :  It  now  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  inform  you  that  the  hostility  of 
the  daimioB,  which  thus  far  has  only  ventured  on  day  attacks,  when  surrounded 
by  ai  thousand  associates,  on  unarmed  men  and  women,  and  more  frequently 
sought  the  cover  of  night  for  their  assaults,  has  culminated  in  separate  attacks 
on  vessels  bearing  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  Holland,  and  France. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  25th  ultimo  the  Pembroke,  a  small  merchant  steamer 
owned  by  the  American  house  of  Russell  &  Co.,  in  China,  in  charge  of  a  gov- 
ernment pilot,  anchored  near  the  straits  of  Simonoseki,  which  separate  the 
islands  of  Kinsin  and  Niphon  at  the  western  entrance  of  the  inland  sea,  the 
state  of  the  tide  not  permitting  her  then  passing  through  the  straits. 

In  the  afternoon,  while  carrying  the  United  States  flag,  she  passed  a  Ji^ 
anese  armed  bark,  under  the  national  flag,  which  bark,  immediately  after  the 
steamer  had  come  to  anchor,  passed  her  and  also  anchored  near  the  eastern  en- 
trance of  the  straits.  Shortly  thereafter  a  signal  gun  was  fired  from  a  shore 
battery,  which  was  repeated  at  several  points  along  the  coast. 

At  1  a.  m.  of  the  next  day  the  bark  commenced  firing  into  the  Pembroke ; 
and  shortly  after,  the  brig  Laurick,  of  10  guns,  passed  the  steamer,  her  crew 
shouting  as  she  passed  by,  and  anchoring  near  the  bark,  also  opened  with  her 
guns  on  the  Pembroke. 

It  was,  fortunately,  quite  dark;  the  steamer  having  her  fires  banked,  speedily 
got  up  steam,  and  retracing  her  way  a  short  distance,  went  to  sea  through  the 
Bungo  channel,  which  opens  into  the  Pacific  towards  the  south,  abandoning 
her  voyage  to  Nagasaki. 

I  received  intelligence  of  this  on  the  evening  of  the  11th  instant  through  m 
governor  for  foreign  affairs,  despatched  from  Yedo,  at  which  i^^^ace  it  was  Biiid 
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the  steamer  had  been  sunk ;  whether  this  information  was  the  result  of  wilful 
misrepresentation,  or  given  through  mistake  arising  from  the  darkness  of  the 
night,  I  cannot  saj.  The  fact  that  the  Pembroke  was  an  American  vessel  was 
well  known.  • 

Later  in  the  evening  I  received  a  letter  from  Russell  &  Co.,  accompained  by 
affidavits  of  the  captain  and  other  officers  of  the  Pembroke^  giving  a  pretty  full 
statement  of  the  a£air. 

I  transmit  Nos.  1  and  2,  copies  of  Nos.  1  and  2,  the  affidavit  and  statement 
of  loss. 

Early  the  next  day  I  sent  for  the  governor  and  read  the  affidavit  to  him,  and 
calling  his  attention  to  the  fact  that  these  vessels  carried  the  Japanese  govern- 
ment flag,  I  asked  whether  they  were  government  vessels.  He  informed  me 
that  they  belonged  to  Matsudaira  Daizen  No  Daiboo  Juishi  No  Shoshn,  Prince 
of  Mowori  and  Nagato,  and  that  I  was  correct  in  saying  that  a  regulation  was 
,in  existence  requiring  the  vessels  owned  by  daimios  to  carry  the  prince's  flag 
at  the  fore. 

I  made  known  the  claim  which  had  been  presented  by  Russell  &  Go.  for 
damages,  uid  said  that  the  insult  ofiPered  to  our  flag  was  a  far  more  serious  matter, 
for  which  ample  satisfaction  would  be  demanded. 

I  stated  that  I  purposed  visiting  Nagasaki  in  the  Wyoming,  and  on  my  re- 
turn would  expect  to  receive  a  communication  from  the  Japanese  government 
in  relation  to  tnis  sarious  ofifence. 

I  had  requested  Conmiander  McDougal,  of  the  Wyoming,  to  be  present  at 
this  interview.  At  'its  close  we  had  a  conference  as  to  the  proper  course  to 
pursue,  and  I  was  gratified  to  find  he  had  decided  to  proceed  instantly  to 
the  straits  for  the  purpose  of  seizing,  and,  if  needful,  destroying  the  two 
vessels.  This  course  was  one  which  I  felt  could  not  safely  be  avoided,  and 
I  was  gratified  to  find  such  entire  accordance  in  the  views  of  Commander 
McDougal  and  myself. 

Aware  of  the  grave  responsibility  assumed,  I  hasten  to  make  known  ttte  con- 
siderations which  influenced  my  judgment. 

You  will  have  observed,  by  reference  to  copies  of  proclamations  which  I 
have  heretofore  transmitted,  that  the  daimios  had  been  required  to  place  their 
territories  in  a  state  of  defence.  They  had  also  been  invited  to  rally  around 
the  Tycoon  and  aid  in  the  expulsion  of  foreigners. . 

The  government,  through  subordinate  officers,  whose  declarations  could 
he  easily  disavowed,  declared  the  Tycoon  was  under  duress,  and  that  these 
proclamations  did  not  reflect  his  real  sentiments. 

The  Prince  of  Nagato  was  evidently  carrying  out  in  good  faith  the  orders  of 
the  Mikado  and  the  Tycoon.  In  doing  eo  he  had  used  the  national  flag.  His  acts , 
if  justified  by  the  government,  constituted  war;  if  disavowed,  were  acts  of 
piracy. 

Information  regarded  as  reliable  had  been  conmiunicated  by  merchants  of 
Osacca  that  the  retainers  of  this  prince,  of  Tosa,  and  of  Satsuma,  )iad  engaged 
in  conflict  with  those  of  the  Tycoon.  A  few  days  before,  formal  application  by 
the  govemment,'through  Sakai  Hida-no-Kami,  a  vice-minister,  had  been  made 
for  the  Wyoming  to  carry  troops  to  Osacca  for  the  defence  of  the  Tycoon.  I 
had  in  reply  offered  the  services  of  that  vessel,  if  required,  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  the  Tycoon  from  that  city  to  Yedo,  but  had  stated  that  it  was  utterly 
impossible  to  place  her  under  the  Japanese  flag,  and  in  the  sole  charge  (except 
that  her  engineers  were  to  be  retained)  of  Japanese  officers  and  seamen,  as 
desired.  The  same  result  attended  similar  applications  made  to  the  ministers 
of  France  and  Great  Britain,  and  finally  two  British  merchant  steamers,  the 
Radyah  and  Elgin,  chartered  for  the  purpose,  left  this  port  for  Osacca,  loaded 
with  troops,  the  one  on  the  11th  and  the  other  on  the  13th  instant 
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There  was  good  reason,  therefore,  for  believmg,  particularly  as  it  was  con- 
ceded that  this  daimio  was  at  heart  very  hostile  to  the  Tycoon  and  his  foreign 
policy,  that  this  chastisement  wonld  not  only  be  not  unacceptable  to  the  govern- 
ment, but  of  great  aid  to  the  Tycoon  in  breaking  the  influence  and  strength  of 
the  hostile  daimios.  On  the  other  hand,  it  appeared  to  me  that  if  the  outrage 
was  not  promptly  punished,  great  encouragement  would  be  given  to  the  hostile 
daimios,  and  our  inaction  attributed  either  to  fear  or  wealmess;  and  then  an 
alliance  be  formed  by  them,  which  would  eventuate  in  hostilities  with  all 
Japan. 

Nor  could  I  be  unmindful  of  tte  fact  that  our  domestic  difficulties  were  well 
known  to  the  Japanese  government  and  people;  that  many  publications  had 
been  issued,  and  had  an  extensive  circulation,  giving  accounts  of  our  battles, 
and  especially  of  our  iron-clads.  And  there  was  great  reason  to  apprehend 
that  the  failure  to  act  with  energy  would  be  attributed  to  our  inability  to  act  at 
all ;  and  that,  instead  6f  being  respected  for  calmly  awaiting  the  action  of  the 
government,  our  position  in  Japan  would  become  precarious,  our  people  be 
liable  to  insult  and  injury,  and  our  government  regarded  as  either  too  powerless 
to  protect  its  citizens,  or  as  being  obliged  to  postpone  the  punisnment  of 
outrages  on  them  until  again  at  peace  at  home. 

You  will  remember,  also,  that  in  February  I  was  informed  a  civil  war  was 
apprehended,  and  asked  whether  the  United  States  would  give  the  Tycoon 
assistance.  This  very  prince  was  one  of  those  then  named  as  among  the  most 
hostile.  It  appeared  to  me  the  time  had  arrived  when  such  assistance  could 
be  incidentally  given,  and  be  of  value,  while  vindicating  the  honor  of  our  flag. 

I  have  thus  briefly  stated  my  conclusions,  though  subsequent  outrages  com- 
mitted by  the  same  prince,  and  the  satisfaction  with  which  the  operations  of  the 
Wyoming  have  been  received,  both  by  foreigners  and  native  officials,*  have 
amply  vindicated  the  propriety  of  our  course. 

I  had  intended  to  accompany  the  Wyoming,  but  being  quite  unwell  at  the 
time,  my  physician  thought  it  was  not  prudent  for  me  to  do  so. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  instant  the  Wyoming  proceeded  to  sea,  bound 
for  the  straits  of  Simonoseki,  about  600  miles  distant,  in  charge  of  two  pilots 
furnished  by  the  government. 

On  the  15th  instant  intelligence  was  received  by  the  French  minister  that 
his  Imperial  Majesty's  steam  gunboat  Keinchang,  of  four  guns,  had  been  flred 
into  by  the  same  ships  and  by  batteries  on  shore,  and  had  reached  Nagasaki 
almost  in  a  sinking  condition. 

Rear- Admiral  Jaures,  with  the  Semiramis  steam-frigate  of  35  guns,  and  the 
Tancrede,  of  four  guns,  got  under  way  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  instant; 
fortunately,  when  just  out  of  the  harbor,  speaking  his  Netherland  Majesty's 
steamship  Medusa,  of  sixteen  guns,  which  had  been  flred  into  on  the  11th 
instant  in  the  same  straits,  and  receiving  from  Captain  de  Casembroot  charts 
showing  the  position  of  the  vessels  and  batteries. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Medusa  we  learned  that  she  had  left  Nagasaki  on  the 
10th  instant  with  D.  Degraeff"  van  Polsbroek,  esq.,  the  Netherland  acting  consiil 
general,  on  board,  and  had  met  the  Keinchang  and  leamed^of  the  attack  on 
that  vessel.  Not' supposing  it  possible  that  the  Dutch  flag,  which  had  been  so 
well  known  in  Japan  for  250  years,  would  be  fired  on,  the  Medusa  entered  the 
straits  from  the  westward,  with  her  men,  however,  at  quarters,  and  on  ap> 
preaching  the  large  island  at  the  entrance  of  the  straits,  heard  a  signal  of  two 
guns  fired  from  a  battery  on  the  island,  which  was  repeated  by  eight  guns  at 
distant  points.     Immediately  after  leaving  the  cover  of  the  island  she  was  fired 

<*  Jnly  28. — ^To  give  one  illustration,  Masurda,  a  young  interpreter,  who  redded  some 
montlis  at  the  legation,  told  Mr.  Portman  that  the  Wyoming  had  done  well,  and  the  gov- 
eminent  was  moch  obliged  to  ns. 
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on  by  the  two  yeesels  which  I  have  before  described,  and  received  the  fire  of  six 
batteries  while  passing,  during  a  period  of  1}  honr.  The  Medusa  can  only 
steam  six  knots  an  hour,  and  as  the  tide  was  running  out  at  five  knots,  her 
progress  was  ^low.  She  was  hulled  fourteen  times,  and  had  four  men  killed  and 
five  wounded. 

Five  of  the  shots  were  very  near  the  water-line,  and  she  had  a  very  narrow 
escape  from  destruction.  During  this  entire  action  the  Japanese  vessels  showed 
no  other  flag  than  that  of  the  prince. 

The  Medusa  returned  the  fire  of  the  batteries  and  ships  with  promptitude  and 
animation.  The  loss  of  life  is  supposed  to  haxe  been  heavy,  although  not  posi- 
tively known. 

The  existence  of  these  formidable  batteries,  each  of  at  least  three  guns,  (12, 
24,  and  32-pounders,)  lining  the  north  side  of  the  straits,  cut  out  of  the  pre- 
cipitous rock  about  70  feet  above  the  water,  skilfully  masked,  and  most  admirably 
served,  made  me  feel  very  anxious  for  the  safety  of  the  Wyoming.  Her  mission 
was,  under  any  circumstances,  bold  anJ  daring.  The  naval  officers  of  all 
nations,  now  at  this  port,  expressed  fears  for  her  safety; 

I  had  been  quite  glad  that  no  ofiers  of  assistance  had  been  made  by  the 
British  or  French  admiral.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say  to  you  that  I  felt  precluded 
from  asking  any. 

My  anxiety  was  relieved  by  the  return  of  the  Wyoming  early  in  tjie  morning 
of  the  20th  instant. 

From  a  copy  of  the  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  which  I  have 
been  furnished  by  Commander  McDougal,  it  appears  he  eptered  the  straits  on 
the  16th  instant,  from  the  eastward,  passing  up  the  Bungo  channel.  When  the 
Wyoming  was  seen  approaching,  a  signal  gun  was  fired  from  the  first  battery. 
As  she  rounded  the  point  the  steamer  liancefield,  of  four  guns,  the  brig^ 
Lanrick,  of  ten  guns,  and  a  bark  of  four  guns,  were  seen  anchored  opposite  the 
village  of  Simonoseki.  All  six  of  the  batteries  fired  on  the  Wyoming  a»  she 
steamed  past  them,  carrying  the  national  flag  after  the  first  battery  had  fired — 
the  Wyoming  reserving  fire  till  she  reached  the  ships. 

By  skilfully  avoiding  the  main  channel  on  which  the  guns  of  the  batteries 
were  trained,  and  keepine  close  to  the  batteries,  the  shot  and  shell  mostly 
passed  over  the  vessel,  only  damaging  the  rigging.  Approaching  the  vtesels, 
against  the  remonstrances  of  the  Japanese  pilots,  who  declared  he  would 
run  aground,  Captain  McDougal  canned  the  Wyoming  between  the  bark  and 
brig,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  steamer  on  the  other,  receiving  from  and  delivering 
broadsides  into  each  of  the  ships.  It  was  at  this  point  the  Wyoming  was 
most' under  fire.  Putting  the  ship  about,  he  sent  three  11-inch  shells  into  the 
Lancefield,  the  last  of  which  exploded  her  boilers,  and  she  was  then  run 
aground.  The  brig  Lanrick  was  sinking  as  the  Wyoming  left,  and  the  bark 
.  badly  injured.  The  Wyoming  then  returned  through  the  straits,  pouring  shot 
and  shell  into  the  batteries.  The  steamer  Lancefield  had  the  Japanese  flag  at 
the  peak,  but  quickly  lowered  it.  The  other  vessels  carried  both  the  flag  of 
Japan  and  that  of  the  prince. 

I  regret  to  have  to  say  that  this  success  was  attended  with  the  loss  of  four 
seamen  tilled  and  seven  wounded,  one  of  whom  has  since  died. 

The  loss  would  have  been  much  more  severe  had  it  not  been  for  the  skill  and 
judgment  shown  by  Captain  McDougal  in  avoiding  the  usual  route  by  the  main 
channel.  The  guns  on  the  batteries  were  depressed  so  as  to  strike  the  hull  of 
passing  ships  at  that  point,  and  stakes  were  set  up  near  the  guns,  giving  the 
lange,  so  that  each  gun  could  be  fired  as  the  foremast  of  the  ship  came  in  range 
with  the  stake  at  the  gun. 

The  Lancefield  was  a  fine  iron  steamer,  of  near  600  tons,  purchased  of  the 
English  firm  of  Jardine,  Mattheson  &  Co.,  for  the  sum  of  $115,000;  and  the 
brig  Lanrick,  formerly  in  the  opium  trade,  pierced  for  18  guns,  though  carrying. 
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only  10,  was  pnrchajsed  of  the  same  firm  for  $20,000.     The  bark  was  built  bj 
the  Prince  of  Thizen,  and  sold  by  him  to  the  Prince  of  Nagato. 

The  officers  of  the  custom-house  were  overheard  (as  I  am  informed  by  the 
consul  general  of  the  Netherlands)  by  one  of  his  employes  to  say  that  when 
the  boiler  of  the  Lancefield  exploded  40  men  were  killed,  being  scalded  or 
suffocated. 

This  morning  Admiral  Jaures  returned  in  the  Semiramis.  He  reached  the 
straits  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  instant,  but  as  his  frigate  was  very  heavy, 
did  not  enter  the  straits.  The  Tancrede  only  reached  a  point  opposite  the  first 
three  batteries.  Apprised  of  thqir  existence,  the  admiral  anchored  outside,  and, 
landing  a  force  of  150  men  under  the  cover  of  his  guns,  seized  and  destroyed 
one  of  the  batteries,  blew  up  a  powder  magazine  and  daimio's  residence  near 
the  entrance,  and  burned  the  small  village  of  Amidagamune,  in  which  several 
thousand  horse  and  foot  soldiers  were  stationed,  who  made  but  a  feeble  re- 
sistance. 

In  one  of  the  batterie>s  a  Europeaft  work  was  found,  marked  at  a  page  giving 
directions  for  the  management  of  a  battery  engaged  with  a  steamship  embar- 
rassed by  difficult  currents. 

The  bark  and  steamer  were  not  seen  by  the  French,  having  probably  been 
taken  into  some  of  the  numerous  inlets  near,  but  the  masts  of  the  sunken  brig 
were  visible. 

It  was  quite  fortunate  that,  in  all  these  afiairs,  no  guns  were  fired  from  the 
southern  shore  in  the  territories  of  other  daimios.  These  straits  can  very  easily 
be  rendered  impassable^  and  had  these  vessels  been  exposed  to  a  severe  cross- 
fire, escape  would  have  been  almost  impossible. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  intelligence  of  these  different  outrages 
reached  this  port  at  different  times,  so  as  to  lead  to  separate  action.  Ihe 
punishment,  though  severe,  is  not  so  thorough  as  may  be  needed.  It  is  thought, 
by  all  Ihe  representatives  of  the  treaty  powers,  that  the  promptitude  with  which 
it  has  been  inflicted  will  have  a  favorable  influence,  and  .will  tend  to  the  pres- 
ervation of  peace. 

If  the  Tycoon  is  sincere  in  his  professions  of  friendships  to  us,  and  if  he  is 
acting  with  duplicity  only  at  Kioto,  where  he  is  under  duress,  he  may  have 
heart  and  courage  to  maintain  his  authority.  But  all  we  can  now  say  is,  we 
are  groping  in  the  dark. 

At  tHis  place  we  have  little  or  no  intercourse  with  the  government.  Our 
letters  from  the  ministers  are  limited  to  information  concerning  changes  made 
in  their  officials,  fires  at  Yedo,  and  other  kindred  subjects,  while  every  inquiry 
in  relation  to  important  events  is  met  by  professions  of  ignorance  or  promises 
of  information  at  some  future  unnamed  period. 

I  enclose  Nos.  3  and  4,  copies  of  letters  addressed  by  me  to  the  ministers, 
briefly  detailing  the  operations  of  the  Wyoming;  also  (No.  5)  translation  of  a 
letter  from  the  acting  consid  general  of  the  Netherlands  in  relation  to  the  action 
of  the  Medusa. 

Yesterday  afternoon,  Sakai  Hida  No  Kami,  an  assistant  minister  and  member 
of  the  second  council,  came  down  in  a  steamer  from  Yedo,  on  his  way  with 
troops  to  Oeacca,  and  asked  for  an  interview  with  all  the  ministers. 

At  this  conference  the  representatives  of  France,  Great  Britain,  Holland,  and 
myself,  were  present. 

He  commenced  by  saying  he  had  nothing  to  communicate  to  us,  but  that  he 
could  not  think  of  passing  by  this  port  without  calling  on  us  and  inquiring 
about  our  health.  After  many  compliments,  he  asked  about  the  wounded  on 
the  Wyoming,  and  expressed  his  regret  that  our  ships  and  those  of  Holland 
and  France  had  been  fired  into,  and-  said  he  was  on  his  way  to  Kioto  to  give 
the  Tycoon  ^1  information. 

T  reolied  that  this  information  must  have  reached  the  Tycoon,  whoj  was  80 
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mach  nearer  the  scene,  much  earlier  than  it  reached  Yedo;  and  I  inquired  why 
orders  had  not  heen  ffiven  hy  the  Tycoon  for  his  vessels  and  troops  to  punish 
such  an  unauthorized  use  and  ahuse  of  hie  flag.  He  said  he  supposed  he  had 
not  sufficient  force.  I  said  that  if,  when  I  was  informed  of  the  outrage,  any 
disposition  had  heen  shown  hy  the  government  to  act,  the  necessity  of  the  visit 
of  the  Wyoming  would  not  have  arisen;  and  I  then  asked.  What  can  the 
Tycoon  do  now ;  and  what  will  he  do  1  To  this  he  replied,  that  he  could  not 
say;  that  the  Tycoon  could  not,  of  course,  approve  of  such  conduct;  that  he 
had  made  the  treaties ;  that  he  would  observe  them  "  for  a  very  long  time,  or,  as 
kmg  as  he  could ;"  but  that  it  might  be  found  that  the  Prince  of  Nagato  had  > 
acted  under  the  orders  of  the  Mikado ,  and  if  so,  the  Tycoon  would  be  com- 
pelled "  exteriorly  "  to  approve  his  conduct,  but  that  "  interiorly,"  of  course,  he 
would  disapprove,  and  continue  the  friend  of  the  foreigners. 

I  then  asked  the  vice-minister  whether  it  was  true  that  the  troops  of  Nagato, 
Tola,  and  Satsuma,  had  been  engaged  in  conflict  with  those  of  the  Tycoon ; 
and  whether  the  Tycoon  was  regarded  as  being  in  danger.  He  said  he  did  not 
know.  I  asked,  why  then  are  you  taking  troops  and  artillery  to  Osacca?  He 
said  it  was  his  own  idea;  he  thought  they  might  possibly  be  required  for  the 
defence  of  the  Tycoon. 

Ton  will  see,  from  this  statement,  how  unsatisfactory  our  relations  are,  liable, 
as  they  are,  to  changes  from  the  operation  of  influences  we  know  to  be  busily 
at  work,  but  which  are*  carefully  and  skilfully  hidden;  we  can  only  hope  for 
the  best,  while  we  advise  preparations  for  the  worst. 

I  have  already  informed  you  that  the  ministers  for  foreign  affairs,  in  office 
at  the  time  of  my  arrival,  have  been  punished  by  a  fine  of  about  half  their 
property.  All  who  have  occupied  positions,  up  to  the  accession  of  the  pres- 
ent ministry,  have  shared  the  same  fate.  The  Regent,  who  alone  raised  his 
voice  at  Kioto  for  the  observance  of  the  treaties,  has  been  deposed.  The 
danger  is,  that  the  ministers  who  constitute  the  forlorn  hope,  as  it  were,  of 
Japan,  in  order  to  save  themselves,  will  be  overawed  by  the  hostile  daimios. 
The  current  is  now  setting  strongly  against  us,  as  is  proved  by  the  fact 
that  those  regarded  as  most  friendly,  such  as  the  Prince  of  Pwari,  of  the 
imperial  family,  instead  of  declaring  the  treaties  should  be  observed,  content 
themselves  with  deprecating  hostilities,  only  because  Japaiv  is  not  quit6  ready 
yet  for  war.  The  French  minister  has  an  account  of  a  conference  of  Pwari 
with  the  Gorogio  and  others,  at  which  such  language  was  used,  to  which  he 
referred  yesterday;  and  the  orders  stated  to  have  been  given  were  admitted  by 
the  vice-minister  to  have  been  issued ;  but  he  said  they  were  given  only  in  view 
of  the  British  demand  for  indemnity. 

I  have  confined  my  narration  of  the  conversation  which  took  place  to  what 
relates  to  the  aflair  with  the  Prince  of  Nagato. 

The  British  and  French  ministers  made  strong  declarations  against  the  right 
of  daimios  to  own  armed  vessels,  and  said  that  it  might  become  necessary  to 
seize  them. 

There  is  entire  harmony  between  myself  and  all  the  foreign  representatives ; 
though,  perhaps,  I  have  greater  sympathy  with  this  people,  and  am  only  begin- 
ning to  surrender  a  confidence  which  they  have  long  since  felt  obliged  to  with- 
hold. I  shall  never  cease  exercising  forbearance  until  it  would  degenerate  into 
weakness.  Nor  shall  I  yield  to  distrust,  except  in  cases — and,  alas !  there  are 
too  many — ^where  I  can  only  believe  by  distrusting  my  own  senses,  or  proof 
equally  convincing. 

I  must  here  state  my  conviction  that  Mr.  Harris  must  have  foreseen  the 
probability  of  such  occurrences.    His  sagacity  and  keen  observation  could  not 
have  been  entirely  baffled  even  by  Japanese  dissimulation.     It  is  not  surprising 
that,  isolated  as  I  have  been  at  Yedo,  and  with  only  occasional  and  very,  unfre- . 
quent  visits  to  and  from  my  colleagues,  prepared  to  regard  every  one  with  frieiM-^ 
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ship  and  favor,  and  very  properly  left  by  Mr.  Harris  free  to  form  my  own  judg- 
ment, I  should  have  been  slow  to  believe  that  any  difficulty  iould  or  was  likely 
to  arise. 

The  archives  of  the  legation,  I  am  able  to  say,  will  prove  that  no  minister 
could  have  tried  more  faithfully  and  more  perseveringly  to  cultivate  and  con- 
tinue friendly  relations  than  I  have  done,  and  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  no  word  or  act  of  mine  has  impaired  the  friendship  which  has  existed.  I 
still  believe  that  the  feelings  of  this  government  and  people  towards  the  govern- 
ment and  people  of  the  United  States  are  decidedly  friendly;  but  recent  occur^ 
rences  have  proved  what  I  predicted,  that  any  discrimination  is  practically 
impossible ;  we  are  foreigners,  and  must  share  the  common  fate. 

The  despatches  which  I  have  sent,  particularly  since  February,  when  I  was 
informed  that  civil  war  was  apprehended,  will  have  prepared  the  President  for 
this  unfortunate  state  of  things.  The  people  of  the  United  States,  who  have 
rather  rose-colored  views  of  Japan,  will,  I  apprehend,  not  be  prepared  for  the 
shock  which  will  be  given  to  the  ideas  they  have  formed  of  our  relations  with 
this  country. 

The  visit  of  the  ambassadors  to  the  United  States,  affording  so  large  a  multi- 
tude glimpses  of  the  dress,  customs,  and  manners  of  this  strange  people,  and 
the  many  proofs  of  friendship  for  our  government  and  people  which  have  been 
given,  and  which  are  still  proffered,  have  diffused,  very  generally,  the  belief 
diat,  as  if  in  an  instant,  the  barrier  of  isolation  reared  nearly  three  centuries 
ago,  and  which  has  been  so  sedulously  and  carefully  maintained,  was  at  least 
overleaped,  if  not  broken  entirely  away.  .  Prejudices  rendered  venerable  by 
age ;  animosities,  strengthened  by  time  and  by  national  pride,  as  well  as  national 
policy;  an  intolerable  pride  of  birth,  which,  attributing  to  the  ruling  class  a 
heaven-bom  origin,  requires  all  others  to  grovel  in  Ae  dust  before  a  favored 
few;  laws  founded  on  and  fostered  by  ignorance  and  prejudice,  and  so  hedged 
around  with  Divinity  as  not  to  be  susceptible  of  alteration  or  suspension,  except 
by  violence,  are  not  to  be  altered  or  broken  down  in  a  day.  Their  grasp  on  the 
•nation  is  too  firm  to  be  loosened  by  paper  or  parchment  and  by  signatures  to  a 
few  treaties — treaties  which  have  not-  been  really  accepted  by  government  or 
daimios,  but  only  submitted  to,  though  still  viewed  as  a  public  injury  and  a 
national  disgrace. 

No  outlet  has  yet  been  made  for  the  subsidence  of  the  dark  waters  of  preju- 
dice, pride,  and  hatred,  which  have  been  so  long  accumulating.  None  of  the 
ministers  who  have  been  accredited  to  this  country  have  ever  exchanged  a 
syllable  or  been  admitted  to  a  sight  of  one  of  the  chief  hereditary  princes  of  this 
empire,  except  the  Tycoon,  seated  at  a  distance,  and  as  if  on  a  scenic  stage. 
Probably  the  smallest  of  the  great  daimios  would  feel  disgraced  by  contact  with 
the  most  powerful  of  the  western  potentates.     The  individuals  described  as 

Srinceis  in  our  treaties,  and  sent  to  the  United  States  and  Europe  as  ambassa- 
ors,  were  not  even  of  the  lowest  class  of  daimios.  They  had  and  have  titular 
and  not  hereditary  rank,  and  you  will  see  are  described  in  the  manifesto  signed 
by  the  great  daimios,  which  I  sent  you,  as  "  respectable  persons." 

I  have  no  time,  nor  is  it  necessary  1  should  enlarge  on  this  theme.  It  is 
sufficient  to  say  that,  to  this  day,  the  law  of  banishment  against  foreigners  is 
unrepealed.  With  all  its  grim  barbarity  it  is  in  full  force.  The  meanest  coolie 
who  strikes  down  a  foreigner  violates  neither  public  sentiment  nor  political  law. 
If  unembarrassed  by  fear  of  foreign  force,  it  would  be  decreed  he  had  deserved 
well  of  his  country. 

No  conviction  of  public  good,  nor  respect  for  other  nations,  opened  this 
country  to  residence  and  to  commerce.  The  silent  but  no  less  potent  utterances 
of  bayonet  and  wide-mouthed  cannon  burst  away  the  barriers  of  isolation,  and 
our  fc^thold  here  can  be  maintained  only  by  a  firm  attitude  and  with  the  hand 
on  the  sword.  .-^.y.uz.^v.  ^y  —  ^  ^^.^^ 
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It  is  useless  to  inquire  whether  the  trade  of  Japan  is  worth  the  expenditure 
of  treasure  and  blood  it  may  involve.  This  country  cannot  be  sealed  1ip  again, 
even  if  no  merchandise  should  ever  again  be  sold  or  brought  here.  It  is  on  the 
great  highway  of  commerce  in  the  east,  where  ships  will  soon  be  counted  by 
thousands.  The  sea  is  tempestuous,  the  currents  treacherous,  the  coast  rock- 
bound  and  dangerous,  and  shipwrecks  (of  which  two  of  American  vessels  have 
occurred  within  the  last  eight  months)  will  soon  be  greatly  multiplied. 

These  remarks  are  not  made  because  I  believe  hostilities  will  or  should  ensue 
with  this  government ;  on  the  contrary,  I  hope  and  think  they  may  and  will  be 
averted ;  but  simply  with  reference  to  a  proposition,  true  everywhere,  but  here 
more  than  anywhere  else,  that  the  price  and  the  only  security  of  peace  is 
preparation  for  war. 

The  British  fleet  will  leave  this  port  in  a  few  days,  but  it  is  undecided  whether 
it  will  first  visit  the  straits  of  Simonoseki,  or  proceed  directly  to  Kagosiena,  the 
chief  city  of  Satsuma,  for  the  purpose  of  demanding  the  surrender  of  the  mur- 
derers of  Mr.  Richardson  and  the  payment  of  <£25fiOQ  sterling  indemnity. 

I  enclose  a  printed  list  of  daimios,  with  their  incomes,  careftilly  compiled  from 
Japanese  documents,  and  quite  accurate,  which  may  greatly  interest  you  and 
give  you  valuable  information ;  also  printed  accounts  of  the  diflerent  attacks  at 
Simonoseki. 

I  also  have  the  pleasure  to  enclose  a  small  map,  showing  the  track  of  the 
Medusa  and  Wyoming,  and  the  position  of  batteries  and  Japanese  vessels,  for 
which  I  am  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Captain  Brine,  of  the  royal  engineers. 

I  only  add,  that  I  await  with  great  solicitude  the  decision  of  the  President, 
but  with  entire  confidence  that  my  conduct  will  meet  his  and  your  kind  approval, 
and  that  also  of  a  great  nation,  never  more  truly  great  than  now,  when  engaged 
in  the  noblest  struggle  for  freedom,  in  its  fullest  and  most  general  sense,  which 
the  world  has  ever  witnessed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minuter  Resident  in  Japan.   . 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary/ of  State,  Washington,  $ 
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Shanghai,  July  3,  1863. 

Before  me,  George  F.  Seward,  oodshI  for  the  United  States  at  Shanghai,  China,  pereonally 
appeared  Captain  Simon  W.  Cooper,  Samuel  W.  Leavitt,  engineer,  J.  L.  Folsom,  1st  aaaist- 
ant  engineer,  and  William  Jones,  2d  officer,  all  of  whom  are  attached  to  the  American 
steamer  Pembroke,  in  their  several  capacitiee  mentioned,  who  being  sworn,  all  depose  : 

On  the  26th  ultimo,  while  we  were  pursuing  our  voyage  from  Yokohama  to  Shanghai, 
^  the  island  sea  and  Nagasaki,  we  then  being  near  the  western  entrance  of  the  island  sea, 
^ere  attacked  by  armed  Japanese  government  vessels  under  the  following  circumstancee : 

We  left  Yokohama  on  Sunday,  the  2l8t  ultimo.  We  proceeded,  as  above,  on  the  voy- 
age to  Shanghai.  On  the  25th  ultimo,  at  2  p.  m.,  about,  we  passed  a  Japanese  European- 
bnilt  bark;  the  bark  was  well  armed  and  full  of  men,  but  with  no  ensign  set.  After  we 
l^d  anchored  for  the  night,  say  at  4  p.  m.,  the  bark  came  down  with  a  fair  wind,  and 
J&panese  flag  flying.  The  flag  was  the  same  as  used  on  all  government  war  vessels.  It  is 
ft  sqaare  flag,  a  white  ground  with  a  red  ball  in  the  centre.  The  bark  passed  our  ve^el 
tnd  anchored  at  the  head  of  the  entrance,  straits  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away. 

As  she  approached  us  a  gun  was  fired  from  a  bluff  about  four  miles  off,  and  the  signal 
Was  repeated  all  along  the  coast. 

Duriog  the  evening  she  was  worked  around  broadside  to  the  wind  and  to  our  vessel.  At 
about  7  a.  m.  she  commenced  firing  at  us ;  we  could  discern  the  vessel  plainly  and  the  posi- 
tion, by  the  lightning,  although  the  night  was  very  dark. 

After  she  had  fired  a  dozen  shots,  one  of  which  cut  away  our  topmast  backstajijmd  all ' 
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passed  close  to  us,  a  brig,  which  we  recognized  as  the  former  British  brig  Lanrldi,  saddenljr 
appeared,  comiDg  from  windward ;  she  passed  about  forty  yards  from  us  and  dropped 
•  anchor  close  to  the  bark. 

Both  yesdels  then  fired  as  rapidly  as  they  could  load  and  discharge  ;  but  we  had  got  steam 
up  and  ran  out  of  fire,  escaping  to  sea  through  the  Bungo  channel,  a  narrow  and  unfre- 
quented strait.  We  had  to  restrain  the  native  pilot,  who  attempted  to  escape.  During  the 
attack  many  lights  were  in  motion  on  shore,  and  the  noise  of  many  boats  distinctly  heard 
by  us.  When  the  Lanrick  passed  us  a  terrific  yell  was  raised  from  both  vessels.  If  her 
guns  had  been  discharged  at  that  moment,  we  should  have  been  destroyed.  Our  guns 
were  lashed.  We  fired  no  return  shots,  all  our  efforts  being  directed  to  getting  under  way. 
The  inland  sea  is  frequented  by  foreign  vessels.  We  had  no  notice  that  we  should  not 
make  the  voyage  that  way. 

SIMON  W.  COOPER. 

J.  W.  LEAVm. 

J.  L.  FOLSOM. 

WILUAM  JONES. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  the  day  of  the  year  above  mentioned. 

G.  F.  SEWABD,  U,  S.  Omnit. 

I,  George  D.  Porter,  deputy  United  States  consul,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  is  a 
true  and  oornect  copy  of  the  original  deposition. 

GEO.  D.  PORTER, 
Dqfviy  U,  8.  Oonnd. 


StaUtnerU  qf  lo»9  tufted  in  consequence  qf  a  murderous  assault  made  upon  the  steamer  Pembroke,  m  the 
mland  sea^  on  the  19tA  June,  hy  armed  vessels  fifing  the  flag  qf  the  government  qf  Japan, 

Loss  of  time  by  being  obliged  to  go  through  an  unknown  and  circuitous  passage 

to  reach  the  open  sea,  five  da3r8,  at  $300.. ...i... ..  $1,500 

Loss  of  freight  and  passengers,  through  not  being  able  to  visit  Nagasaki,  whither 
she  was  bound,  estimated  at .     6,M^0 

Consideration  to  be  distributed  among  the  officers  and  crew  as  recompense  for  the 
deadly  peril  to  which  they  were  subjected..... • 2,000 

10,000 


RUaSELL  &  CO. 
Shahghai,  July  4,  1863. 


No.  85.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yokohamay  July  20,  1863, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  your  excellencies  that  the  United  States  ship 
Wyoming,  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  the  information  that  the  United  States 
merchant  steamer  Pembroke  had  been  fired  into  at  Simon-no-seki  by  the  Prince 
of  Nagato,  proceeded  to  the  place,  and  on  the  16th  instant  engaged  his  batteries, 
the  steamer  Lancefield,  the  brig  Lanrick,  and  a  bark  whose  name  I  have  not 
learned.  The  brig  Lanrick  was  sinking  at  the  time  the  Wyoming  left,  and  the 
steamer  Lancefield  was  driven  on  shore,  her  boilers  struck  by  a  shell  and 
blown  up. 

The  attack  on  the  Pembroke  was  an  act  of  piracy,  which  required  immediate 
punishment.  As  it  was  also  an  insult  and  a  defiance  of  his  Majesty  the  Tycoon, 
in  treating  as  enemies  those  whom  he  regards  as  friends,  I  regret  that  your 
'excellencies  did  not  propose  to  inflict  the  punishment  yourselves,  or  to  unite 
your  flag  with  ours  in  doing  so.  This  you  doubtless  omitted  to  do,  as  all  your 
forces  At  that  time  were  required  at  Osacca  for  the  defence  of  his  Majesty  tlie 
Tycoon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellencies  that  I  propose  to  concert  with 
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tbe  mim&ters  of  the  powers  whose  flags  have  been  insQlted,  for  such  other  and 
fiirther  measures  of  puDlshment  as  may  be  thought  advisable. 
With  respect  and  esteem, 

-  ROBERT  H.  PRUTN, 
Minuter  Resident  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Japan. 

Their  Excellencies  the  Ministbrs  of  Forbign  Affairs,  Yedo, 


No.  86.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yokohama,  July  22,  1863. 

It  appears  from  the  report  made  by  Commander  McDougal,  of  the  Wyoming, 
that  on  the  16th  instant  he  arrived  in  the  straits  of  Simon-no-seki,  and  was  at 
once  fired  on  by  the  batteries  on  the  north  side  of  said  straits;  he  passed  through 
without  firing  a  shot,  receiving  the  fire  of  six  batteries.  Opposite  the  village  of 
Simon-no-seki  he  passed  between  the  brig  Lanrick  and  a  bark  anchored  near 
her  and  the  steamer  Laneefield.*  These  vessels  poured  broadsides  into  the 
Wyoming,  to  which  she  at  once  replied^  On  her  return  through  the  straits,  she 
Bent  three  of  her  eleven-inch  shells  into  the  Lancefield,  exploding  her  boilers, 
and  left  the  Lanrick  in  a  sinking  condition,  as  I  have  already  ii:ibrmed  your 
excellencies. 

The  Wyoming  fired  into  the  batteries  only  on  her  return. 

My  object  in  writing  this  is  to  call  your  excellencies'  attention  to  the  fact 
that,  without  the  provocation  of  a  shot  by  the  Wyoming — ^which,  indeed,  was 
not  aware  of  the  existence  of  any  batteries  at  that  point — these  vessels  and 
batteries  fired  into  the  Wyoming,  killing  four  and  wounding  seven  of  her  crew. 

The  Wyoming  proceeded  to  the  place  for  the  purpose,  as  I  have  already  in- 
formed Matsdaira  Iwanie  No  Kami  and  Ogasawara  Sets  No  Elami,  governors  of 
foreign  affairs,  of  seizing  those  vessels.  Had  this  been  accomplished,  it  would 
have  been  a  pleasure  to  deliver  them  to  your  excellencieiB,  as  haying  committed 
a  serious  offence  against  his  Majesty  the  Tycoon,  as  well  as  the  United  States. 

I  was  happy  to  hear  the  above-named  governors  disavow,  on  your  behalf, 
these  criminal  acts  of  that  prince;  and  it  wiU  contribute  to  a  good  understanding 
and  the  friendship  which  has  thus  far  so  happily  existed  between  the  United 
States  and  Japan  if  your  excellencies  shall  give  practical  effect  and  value  to 
that  disavowal  by  causing  ample  reparation  to  be  made  for  the  insult  and  injuiy 
to  both  the  Pembroke  and  the  Wyoming. 
With  respect  and  esteem, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUTN, 
Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Japam, 

Their  Excellencies  the  Ministers  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Yedo. 


[TranilaticM.] 
No.  261.]  ^     -  Yokohama,  July  17,  1863. 

Sib  :  Hoetile  enooanterB  are  usuall  j  mifflreported ;  and  in  order  to  prevent  this,  I  have 
the  honor  to  hiform  your  excellency  of  an  engagement  into  which  the  Netherhmds  steam- 
tloop  Medasa  was  forced  by  batteries  and  two  armed  Japanese  vessels  when  passing  through 
the  straits  of  8imon-no-seId,  the  western  entrance  to  the  inland  sea. 

On  leaving  the  bay  of  Nagasaki,  on  the  9th  instant,  we  met  the  French  steamer 
Ketnchang,  on  mail  service,  commanded  by  Lieotenant  Lafont,  who  kindly  came  on  board 
with  our  letters,  also  giving  os  bis  report  to  the  admiral  commanding-in-chief  the  naval 
forces  of  Franoe  in  the  Cbina  and  Japan  seas,  then  at  Yokohama.  Lieutenant  Lafont  in- 
formed ns  that  the  batteries  in  the  straits  of  Simonoseki^  and  also  two  foreign-built  ships 
under  Japanese  colors,  had  the  audacity  to  open  with  their  guns  upon  his  ship,  where  the 
French  flag  was  flying.  -y,  .-ov.  ^y  ^^^ ^c^"^ 
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The  commander  of  the  Meduea  haviniir,  before  leaviDg  Nagasaki,  decided  to  proceed  to 
Yokohama,  through  the  inland  sea,  had  been  acoordiagly  famished  with  a  pilot  bj  the 
gOTernor  of  Nagasaki,  and  he  at  once,  und«r  full  steam  and  canvas,  made  for  the  steaits, 
which  the  Medasa  entered  the  llth  Julj,  at  7  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

As  soon  as  we  hove  in  sight,  two  guns  were  fired  from  a  battery,  followed  by  eight  more 
from  an  armed  brig. 

Hearing  no  whirring  sonnd,  we  presumed  they  were  only  signal  guns  on  the  arriyal  of  a 
vessel. 

The  Mednsa,  however,  prepared  for  action ;  the  gons  on  both  sides  were  manned,  and 
every  man  was  at  his  station,  waiting  to  fire  as  soon  as  the  first  shot  should  have  heeaa. 
fired  at  us. 

The  greateist  silence  reigned  on  l)oard,  and  no  one  believed  that  the  Japanese  would  dare 
commit  the  slightest  hostility,  when  suddenly  an  eight-gun  battery,  and  three  of  the 
vessels  at  anchor  in  front  of  the  town,  flying  a  flag  of  blue  and  white  (that  of  the  Prince  of 
Nagato)  at  the  fore,  but  no  flag  at  the  peak,  opened  fire  with  shot  and  shell,  fortunately 
aiming  too  high,  thus  saving  us  from  a  perfect  shower  of  iron.  A  poiit  broadside  was  the 
immediate  reply.  Owing  to  the  short  distance — of  two  or  three  cable's  lengtlis  at  most — 
each  shot  and  two  shells  of  20  centimetres  told  admirably  on  the  great  battery,  and  two  of 
our  shots  inflicted  much  damage  among  the  guns  of  one  of  the  vessels. 

The  order  was  given  to  proceed  as  slowly  as  possible,  in  order  to  give  time  to  point  the 
guns  carefully,  and  as  on  the  starboard  side  We  were  not  engaged,  all  hands  were  employed 
at  the  port  guns,  keeping  up  the  fire  with  two  guns  at  the  time,  when  suddenly  the  guns 
of  a  fourth  battery  added  their  thunder  to  that  of  the  three  others. 

To  our  great  regret  the  Medusa  could  not  approach  near  enough  to  the  vessels  to  either 
sink  or  take  them  by  boarding-*-a  sand  bank  lying  between  these  vessels  and  our  ship — 
and  they  were  anchored  in  only  two  fathoms  water. 

Exposed  to  a  very  sharp  cross-fire  of  four  batteries,  the  Medusa  was  struck  by  shot  of  %i 
and  by  two  shells  of  16  centimetres,  which  exploded  after  penetrating. 

The  commander  seeing  three  men  struck  down,  horribly  mutilated  by  a  single  shot,  and 
apprehensive  of  fire  from  the  shells,  sent  some  men  to  put  out  the  fire  which  had  actually 
broken  out  already  in  the  bulwarks  and  below  in  the  engine-room. 

The  steady  fire  of  the  enemy,  however,  somewhat  slackened  in  the  great  battery,  whidi 
raised  the  spirits  of  our  crew,  when  a  fourth  man  fell  mortally  wounded  on  deck. 

The  fire  from  the  vessels  becoming  less  brisk,  we  could  perceive  that  our  shot  had  seriously 
damaged  their  guns.  The  Medusa  still  proceeded  slowly,  throwing  shells  of  20  and  shot  <rf 
SO  centimetres,  and  while  passing  through  the  straits  she  was  successively  exposed  to  the 
fire  of  five  other  batteries  with  guns  of  heavy  calibre,  the  correct  firing  of  which  made  the 
commander  feel  apprehensive  for  our  boilers  or  our  engines,  without  mentioning  the  danger 
of  haviog  the  rudder  disabled,  in  which  case  the  ship  might  have  been  sunk  in  these 
straits,  which  are  so  narrow  and  of  such  difficult  navigation. 

God,  however,  preserved  us  from  this  imminent  danger,  so  that  after  passing  the  ninth 
battery,  which,  like  the  four  others,  was  masked  by  trees  or  protected  by  rocks,  we  reached 
the  inland  sea,  having  been  one  hour  and  a  half  in  passing  tiirough  the  straits,  under  a 
steady  fire  of  shot  and  shell  of  16  eentimetres. 

It  can  hardly  be  realised  that  we  only  lost  four  men,  and  had  only  five  wounded,  two 
of  whom  are  still  in  a  dangerous  condition,  having  been  bit  by  fragments  of  shell  on  the 
head  ;  and  when  looking  at  the  damage  from  the  enemy's  fire  to  the  hull  of  the  ship,  one 
would  believe  in  a  miracle.  Of  31  shot  which  struck  the  Medusa,  17  were  solid  shot  of  24 
and  shells  of  16  centimetres  that  penetrated.  Of  these  projectiles  three  shells  exploded- 
one  among  the  guns,  one  in  the  engine-room,  and  one  on  deck — while  the  others  passed 
through  the  launch,  the  cutter,  the  smokestack,  and  various  other  places  alx>ve  deck,  when 
I  came  very  near  being  killed  myself  by  the  same  shot,  which  killed  the  captain  of  a  gun  ; 
at  that  some  moment  the  commander  and  Midshipman  Wissel  were  slightiy  wounded  by 
splinters.  « 

All  the  officers  near  the  guns  or  on  deck  at  their  respective  stations  directed  the  fire 
with  perfect  coolness ;  and  considering  that  most  of  the  crew  were  for  the  first  time  called 
upon  to  vindicate  the  honor  of  the  flag,  amidst  so  many  clianoes  of  getting  killed,  and 
that,  while  having  at  every  moment  to  change  the  elevation  cf  the  guns,  they  kept  up  a 
steady  fire,  a  well-deserved  admiration  for  the  excellent  discipline  on  board  of  this  ship-of- 
war  cannot  be  withheld  from  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  liigh  consideration,  the  consul  general  of 
the  Netherlands, 

D.  DEGBAEFF  VAN  POI^DBOEE. 

His  Excellency  General  Pruth,' 

Minitter  Eetideia  qf  the  United  Stake  m  Japan. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Telegram.] 

No.  49.J  Legation  OF  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yokohama^  July  24,  1863. 
Sib  :  26th  June  American  steamer  Pembroke  attacked  at  Simonoseki,  600 
miles  from  here,  by  vessels  of  Prince  of  Nagato.  16th  July  Wyoming  blew  up 
his  steamer,  sunk  a  10-gun  brig,  engaged  6  batteries,  with  loss  of  4  killed,  7 
wounded.  French  gunboat  fired  into,  8th  July;  Dutch  sloop-of-war,  11th  July, 
at  same  place ;  20th  July,  French  Admiral  destroyed  one  of  those  batteries. 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minuter  ResidcTit  in  Japan. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Setcard. 


No.  50.]  Legation  op  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yokohama^  July  25,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States,  France,  Great  Britain,  and  the  Netherlands,  held 
this  day,  for  the  purpose  of  ^nsidering  the  actual  state  of  affairs  in  Japan,  it 
was  unanimously  agreed  that  the  inland  sea,  which  is  now  closed  to  coibmerce 
by  the  outrageous  acts  of  the  Prince  of  Nagato,  should  be  reopened,  and  that 
such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  accomplish  the  same  be  taken  by  the 
officers  commanding  ihe  naval  forces  of  the  governments  named,  and  that  it  is 
desirable  that  for  that  pxirpose,  and  for  the  protection  of  the  opened  ports,  the 
joint  presence  and  action  of  such  naval  forces  are  advisable;  and  that  the  Jap- 
anese government  be  notified  of  this  decision,  so  that  it  may,  if  it  think  proper, 
by  its  prompt  and  immediate  action,  render  it  unnecessary  for  the  naval  forces 
of  the  treaty  powers  to  carry  this  decision  into  effect. 

It  was  understood  that  the  special  2laim  of  Great  Britain  on  Satsuma  should 
be  reserved  for  the  action  of  that  power;  and  the  claims  of  the  United  States, 
France,  and  the  Netherlands,  for  the  acts  of  the  Prince  of  Nagato,  be  reserved 
for  the  decision  of  said  governments,  separately  or  combined,  as  they  may  de- 
termine. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minister  Besident  in  Japan. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 
%  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Mr.  Seward, 


No.  56.J  Legation  op  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yokohama,  August  14,  1863. 
Sir:  At  the  time  the  British  demand  was  made,  I  cautioned  this  govern- 
ment against  pursuing  the  suicidal  course,  which  it  appeared  incHned  to  adopt. 


of  avowing  its  inability  to  exert  any  authority  in  the  dominion,  <^f  ^afeusi^    Ij 
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pointed  ont  to  them,  that  if  Satsuma  was  so  far  sovereign  as  to  make  a  treaty 
for  the  payment  of  an  indemnity,  and  the  surrender  of  the  murderers  of  Mr. 
Richardson,  it  would  be  difficult  to  deny  his  right  to  exercise  other  acta  of  soYe- 
reignty,  such  as  making  a  treaty  of  Mendship,  commerce,  &c. 

I  was  informed  that  the  government  would  assume  all  the  responsibility  of 
the  adjustment  of  the  British  mdemnity.     It  has,  accordingly,  been  prepared  to 

Say  the  entire  amount  demanded;  but  it  has  not  been  able  to  surrender  tne  mur- 
erers.  The  reason  given  is,  that  they  have  escaped ;  but  the  real  difficulty  is, 
that  Satsuma's  principality  cannot  be  entered,  being  sealed,  far  more  effectually 
than  in  former  times  were  the  highlands  of  Scotland,  and  some  parts  of  Irelai^» 
against  the  execution  of  any  process  of  the  British  monarch  or  courts. 

A  few  remarks  may  enable  you  to  understand  more  fully  the  position  of  affiurs. 

Three  centuries  ago  Japan  was  divided  into  independent  kingdoms,  and  gov- 
erned by  independent  sovereigns,  the  Mikado  being  only  the  nominal  chief  or  ruler 
,0^^^  of  all.  The  great  Taico  Sama,  and  his  greater  successor  Tvevas.  the  firamer  of 
WOV''^''^  the  present  system  of  government,  conquered  these  petty  princes,  some  of  whom 
yy^  were  entirely  destroyed,  and  their  territories  usurped  by  the  reigning  family,  or 

distributed  among  its  retainers.  A  few  of  the  old  daimios  were  suffered  to  retain 
their  possessions  in  whole  or  in  part,  but  were  divided  from  each  other  by  three 
great  principalities,  erected  in  Central  Japan,  possessed  by  ^phjir  Owari,  and 
Mito,  descendants  of  the  Tycoon  TvevajB.  and  by  other  territories  granted  to 
their  Gofoodai,  or  great  vassals.  Two-thirds  of  Japan  is  governed  by  this  fam- 
ily and  its  vassals,  who  control  the  executive  power  of  the  country.  Kaxion, 
Satsuma,  Fhizen,  and  the  other  great  daimios,  dating  back  of  the  present  ay- 
nasty,  and  called  Koski,  it  now  appears,  still  exercise  sovereign  pow^  withm 
their  own  territories. 

The  Gosaukays,  or  families  eligible  to  the  Tycoonship,  are  constantly  in- 
triguing against  each  other.  The  family  of  Mito  has  never  succeeded  in  having 
one  of  its  members  elevated  to  that  dignity,  which  has  been  held  by  Kshii  and 
Owari,  respectively,  to  its  exclusion.  This  is  said  to  be  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  present  Mito  family  are  not  actually  descended  from  Tyeyas,  but  only 
adopted.    This  is  the  mode  of  keeping  alive  the  great  families  of  the  empire. 

The  great  daimios  in  council  determine  the  policy  and  action  of  the  gov- 
ernment ;  the  Gorogio,  or  five  wise  men,  being  the  organ  through  which  its  de- 
cisions are  promulgated  and  enforced. 

Up  to  this  time  all  the  difficulties  which  have  attended  foreign  intercourse, 
and  all  the  dangers  to  which  foreigners  have  been  exposed,  have  been  attributed 
to  the  hostility  of  Mito  and  Satsuma. 

The  treatment  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  bark  Ghevalie,  and  the  recent 

Eayment  of  the  British  indemnity,  while  Mito  has  been  acting  as  Vice  Tycoon, 
as  induced  us  to  believe  that  we  have  been  deceived  as  to  his  real  sentiments. 
In  a  short  time  we  shall  be  better  able  to  pronounce  an  opinion  as  to  the  policy 
of  Satsuma.  Should  the  British  chargd  d'affaires  make  a  treaty  with  him,  as  is 
possible,  and  the  Tycoon's  government  repose  in  greater  confidence  in  the  treaty 
powers,  it  is  possible  that  the  serious  question  may  be  presented,  whether  those 
powers  will  not  be  justified  in  recognizing  the  great  independent  daimio  ts 
sovereign.  To  avoid  this,  the  government  of  the  Tycoon  will,  probably,  observe 
with  more  fidelity  the  existing  treaties,  and  adopt  a  more  liberal  foreign  policy. 
As  the  British  fleet  will  probably  return  before  the  next  mail  leaves,  I  refinam 
from  remarks,  which  may  prove  of  no  value,  in  the  light  either  of  its  achieve- 
ments or  of  possible  barren  results. 

I  enclose  No.  1,  translation  of  a  letter  from  the  Gorogio  to  the  French  min- 
ister, the  only  one  as  yet  received  by  any  minister  in  relation  to  the  attacks  at, 
and  expeditions  to  Simonoseki.  You  will  see  that  the  Grorogio  assent  that  the 
declaration  of  their  envoys,  that  it  has  no  power  to  enforce  obedience  from  some 
princes,  is  a  mistake ;  a  very  careftil  translation  showsJi|^;^t Jt^^oi^  rejutes  to 
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the  declaration,  and  not  to  the  fact  itself.  I  also  enclose  No.  2,  copy  and  trans- 
lation of  memorandum,  signed  hj  the  representatives  of  France,  the  United 
States,  Great  Britain,  and  the  Netherlands ;  and  No.  3,  copy  of  my  letter  to 
the  Grorogio,  transmitting  the  same;  and  Nos.  4  and  5,  copies  of  letters  to  the 
Gorogio,  in  reply  to  their  announcement  that  they  had  returned  to  Yedo,  and 
than  Ogasawari  Dsusio  No  Kami  had  heen  dismissed  from  the  Gorogio. 

I  have  this  day  received  a  letter  from  the  minister,  informing  me  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  Sakai  Pota  No  Kami  as  his  successor ;  of  which  I  enclose  trans- 
lation, enclosure  No.  6.  This  minister  is  of  higher  rank  than  any  who  has  ever 
held  this  office,  with  one  exception ;  and  you  will  perceive  he  is  to  take  prece- 
dence of  his  colleagues. 

In  view  of  the  great  delay  which  alwajrs  takes  place  before  answers  are 
received  from  the  Gorogio,  I  have  thought  it  better  to  send  you  copies  of  my 
letters  without  waiting  for  their  replies. 

On  the  return  of  the  British  fleet,  measures  for  opening  the  inland  sea,  now 
held  in  abeyance,  may  be  found  necessary. 

The  pilot  of  the  French  fleet  has  been  murdered  near  this  place,  and  the 
others  are  threatened.  It  will  prove  a  source  of  danger  if  the  punishment 
inflicted  on  the  house  of  Nagato  be  only  sufficient  to  irritate  him,  and  not  so 
severe  as  to  prevent  further  hostile  acts. 

I  cannot  divest  myself  of  great  sympathy  for  this  government  and  people, 
and  hope  that  further  measures  may  be  safely  avoided. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 

Minister  Resident  in  Japan. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


The  Oorogio  to  Mr.  BdUcowri. 

[Snclosure  No.  1.— Translation.] 

Tbdo,  July  24,  1863. 
Thi  OnTogio  to  the  Mmuler  qf  Fhmee: 

We  learned  with  surprise,  from  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  that  yessels-of-war  and 
hatteries  in  the  vicinity  of  Simoneseki,  in  our  province  of  Nagato,  of  which  Matsudaira 
Daizen  No  Dalboo  is  prince,  have  fired  into  one  of  your  ship8-of*war,  causing  damage  to 
that  ship  ;  and  that,  in  consequence  thereof,  his  excellency  AdmiralJaures,  French  admiral, 
bad  left  for  that  place. 

These  attacks  have  not  been  only  against  your  man-of-war,  but  also  against  American 
and  Dutch  ships,  as  we  have  been  informed.  For  these  reasons  our  government  will  take 
some  measures.  It  is,  therefore,  desirable  that  you  will  wait  some  time  for  that  arrange- 
ment. 

It  is  stated  in  your  letter  that  our  envoys  had  declared  to  you  that  our  government  had 
no  power  to  enforce  obedience  from  some  of  the  princes,  but  this  is  not  so  in  reality  ;  it  is 
possible  that  this  assertion  is  based  upon  some  misunderstanding  during  the  conferences. 

Which  we  state  in  reply  to  your  letter. 

With  respect  and  consideration,  the  9th  day  of  the  6th  month  of  the  3d  year  of  Bnnkin, 
(July  24,  1863.) 

IJATSUDAIRA  BOODZEN  NO  KAMI. 
INOWDYE  KAWATSl  NO  KAMI. 


Memorandum  signed  by  RepresenUttivss  qf  Fhmee,  ice. 

[Enclobare  No.  9.— Translation.] 

The  undersigned,  representatives  in  Japan  of  France,  the  United  States,  England,  and 
the  Netherlands,  have  met  on  the  26th  July,  1863,  at  Yokohama,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
smining  the  present  state  of  affairs  in  Japan,  and  of  passing  a  resolution  on  the  subject.  , 
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After  dLscnsdon,  It  has  been  agreed  that  it  is  indispensable  for  the  maiatenaoce  of  the 
rights  secured  by  the  treaties  concluded  with  Japan,  to  proceed  immediately  with  the 
reopening  of  the  inland  sea,  unobstructed  until  now ;  ttie  free  access  to  whicb  has  now  been 
unexpectedly  interrupted,  through  the  offensive  aggressions  of  which  the  Prince  of  Nagato 
has  been  guilty,  by  causing  the  merchant  and  war  vessels  of  several  of  the  said  tremty 
powers  to  be  bombarded  from  batteries  erected  on  the  shores  of  his  principality,  and  that, 
in  consequence  thereof,  it  is  expedient  to  request  the  admirals  and  other  officers  oommand- 
ing  the  naval  forces  of  the  powers  above  mentioned  to  take  all  such  measures  as  they  may 
deem  proper  to  bring  about  this  result. 

With  this  object,  and  also  in  view  of  the  protection  of  their  countrymen,  at  the  opened 
ports,  the  said  representatives  declare  that  it  appears  necessary  to  them  to  establish  a  com- 
bined action  of  the  naval  and  military  forces  available  in  these  seas.  It  has  also  been 
agreed  that  the  government  of  the  Tycoon  shall  be  informed  of  this  decision.  In  order  that 
this  government  maybe  enabled  to  take  at  once,  and  with  promptness,  if  it  can  do  so,  the 
requisite  measures  to  effect,  with  its  own  means,  the  objects  above  indicated,  as  its  actioiu 
if  it  be  as  vigorous  and  prompt  as  the  present  circumstances  require,  might  render  it  un- 
necessary for  the  agents  of  tlie  treaty  powers  to  proceed  with  the  operations,  the  motives 
for  which  the  undersigned  have  herein  set  forth. 

DUCHE8NE  DB  BELLECOURT, 
Mtfuder  PUmpctefiUary  qf  hi»  Majesty  the  Bmperor  qf  the  Frmek, 
ROBERT  H.  FRUYN, 

Minitler  Reeident  of  the  Unittd  State*. 
EDWARD  ST.  JOHN  NEALE, 

Her  BrcConntc  ¥ajeelty*$  Chatgi  d^AffmrtM, 
D.  DEGRAElfP  VAN  POLSBROEK, 
OoMul  Oeneral  qf  the  Netherlands  m  Jepem. 


Mr,  Tmyn  to  the  Japanese  Ministers, 

[Enclosure  No.  S.] 

.    Legation  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yokohama,  July  29,  1863. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  translation  of  a  memorandam,  simed 
by  the  representatives  of  France,  the  United  States,  Great  Britain,  and  the 
Netherlands,  in  relation  to  the  opening  of  the  inland  sea. 

The  outrages  committed  by  the  Prince  of  Nagato  are  of  a  character  which 
calls  for  immediate  action  by  the  Japanese  government.  The  inland  sea,  at 
this  time,  is  not  open  to  our  ships,  even  as  a  place  of  refuge  in  case  of  a  typhoon. 
Valuable  property,  and  even  life,  are  liable  to  be  lost  for  that  reason. 

Your  excellencies  must  see  that  not  even  the  delay  of  a  day  can  be  justified. 
It  is  needful  to  act  with  a  promptitude  commensurate  with  the  danffer  to  be 
avoided,  and  with  a  vigor  and  energy  proportionate  to  the  insult  and  injury  to 
be  punished. 

As  I  have  already  explained,  the  Prince  of  Nagato  has  not  only  insulted  his 
own  sovereign  the  Tycoon,  but  those  governments  with  which  he  is  in  alliance. 

To  be  of  value,  the  punishment  should  not  only  be  severe,  but  immediate. 

It  is  necessary,  that  the  government  of  his  Majesty  the  Tvcoon  should,  in  the 
most  solemn  manner,  disavow  and  reprobate  the  conduct  of  tne  Prince  of  Nagato. 
The  formal  disavowal  and  condemnation  should  be  accompanied  by  such  vigor- 
ous measures  as  shaU  effectually  put  a  stop  to  all  similar  acts  of  hostility  here- 
after, by  such  chastisement  as  snail  inflict  heavy  loss,  and  even,  if  needful, 
deprive  him  of  the  means  of  again  thus  offending. 

J3y  such  a  procedure  the  government  of  the  Tycoon  will  give  proof  to  the 
world  of  the  sincerity  and  fidelity  with  which  he  will  fulfil  his  obligations,  and 
of  the  rigor  and  promptitude  with  which  he  will  vindicate  his  authority  and 
repress  insubordination. 

I  would  deeply  regret,  if,  for  any  reason,  it  shall  be  necessary  for  the  naval 
forces  of  the  treaty  powers  further  to  intervene.  But  I  cannot  give  a  bett^ 
proof  of  my  good  will  to  the  government  of  the  Tycoon,  and  of  my  desire  to  see 
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friendly  relations  preserved  with  all  the  treaty  powers,  and  particularly  with 
the  United  States,  than  by  most  distinctly  and  plainly  warning  his  government 
that  this  intervention  can  only  be  avoided  by  the  immediate,  vigorous  and 
effectual  action  of  the  Japanese  government. 

The  relations  of  this  government,  at  this  time,  with  the  treaty  powers,  are 
of  such  a  character  as  to  make  it,  above  all  things,  necessary  that  the  position 
of  his  Majesty  the  Tycoon  shall  be  fully  and  clearly  defined.  And  I  regretted 
to  hear  the  assistant  minister,  Sakai  Ilida  No  Kami,  say,  in  a  recent  conference 
with  the  representatives  above  named,  that  the  Tycoon  might  be  obliged,  though 
privately  disavowing,  yet  publicly  to  approve  the  acts  of  the  Prince  of  Nagato, 
if  he  had  acted  under  orders  of  the  Mikado.  "^ 

Your  excellencies  will  readily  see  that  the  treaty  powers  may  be  obliged  to 
pass  by  the  government  of  the  Tycoon,  and  to  address  themselves  directly  to 
the  Mikado,  and,  by  such  arguments  and  means  as  they  have  in  their  power, 
cause  him  to  give  indemnity  for  the  past  and  security  for  the  future. 

I  have,  therefore,  to  request  your  excellencies  to  inform  me,  without  delay, 
whether  the  government  of  the  Tycoon  is  able  and  willing  to  open  the  inland 
sea,  and  how  and  when  it  proposes  to  do  so. 
With  respect  and  esteem, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 
Minuter  Resident  of  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Their  Excellencies  Matsudaira  Boodzbn  No  Kami, 
Inowuye  Kawatsi  No  Kami, 

Ministers  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Sfc,,  ifc.,  Yedo, 


Mr.  Pruyn  to  Japanese  Ministers. 

[Encloenre  No.  4.] 

Legation  op  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yokohama,  August  3,  1863. 

I  congratulate  your  excellencies  on  your  return  to  Yedo,  and  desire  to  be 
allowed,  through  you,  to  present  also  my  respectful  congratulations  to  his 
Majesty  the  Tycoon,  on  his  auspicious  return  to  his  capital. 

During  his  and  your  absence,  a  letter  signed  by  Ogasawara  Dsusio  No  Kami 
was  received  by  each  of  the  foreign  representatives,  in  which  it  was  announced 
that  the  ports  were  to  be  closed,  and  the  foreigners  to  be  removed. 

I  embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  to  call  your  attention  to  this  extraordinary 
declaration,  in  the  hope  that  such  an  unpardonable  breach  of  treaty  obligations 
could  never  have  met  with  the  approval  of  his  Majesty  the  Tycoon,  or  have 
been  entertained  by  him  for  a  moment. 

I  therefore  indulge  in  the  hope  that  his  Majesty  the  Tycoon  will  repudiate 
the  declaration  of  your  colleague,  and  direct  that  the  letter  in  question  be  with- 
drawn. 

The  return  of  his  Majesty  will  then  prove  to  be  an  event  which  will  insure 
peace  and  prosperity  to  his  empire,  while  it  will  be  the  era  from  which  will  be 
dated  the  restoration  of  entire  good  will,  confidence  and  friendship  between  the 
treaty  powers  and  his  government. 
With  respect  and  esteem, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 
Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  in  Japan. 

Their  Excellencies  Midsuno  Idsumi  No  Kami, 
Itakura  Suwo  No  Kami, 


Ministers  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Yedo. 
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Mr,  Pruyn  to  their  Japanese  ExcellendeSf  the  Gorogio, 

[Enclosure  No.  6.] 

'  Legation  op  the  United  States  in  Japan, 

Yokohama,  August  8,  1863. 

Under  ordinary  circnmstances  I  should  not  reply  to  your  letter,  informing  me 
of  the  removal  from  office  of  your  colleague,  Ogasawara  Dsusio  No  Kami,  but 
receive  it  in  silence,  as  I  have-  former  similar  communications. 

But  the  removal  in  question  is  not  of  an  ordinary  character,  as  it  waa  pre- 
ceded by  acts  of  that  minister,  directly  and  intimately  connected  with  the  rela- 
tions of  this  empire  with  the  treaty  powers. 

Into  the  cause  of  this  the  foreign  representatives  can,  therefore,  with  propriety 
inquire,  so  far  as  it  may  %aflfect  the  relations  of  the  treaty  powers  with  this 
empire,  and  as  it  may  develop  the  policy  and  purpose  of  the  government  of  the 
Tycoon. 

During  the  absence  of  his  colleagues  in  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  and 
of  his  Majesty  the  Tycoon,  Ogasawara  caused  the  indemnity  for  the  murder  of 
Mr.  Kichardson,  demanded  by  the  British,  to  be  paid.  This,  it  was  understood 
and  declared,  was.  done  contrary  to  the  wishes,  and  even  the  orders,  of  his 
Majesty  the  Tycoon. 

At  the  same  time  he  addressed  letters  to  the  foreign  representatives,  an- 
nouncing that  the  government  proposed  to  close  the  ports,  and  required  for- 
eigners to  withdraw  from  Japan.  This,  he  stated,  was  agreeably  to  the  ordera 
of  the  Tycoon. 

-  The  first  act  was  in  the  interests  of  peace.    The  last  proposed  to  violate  the 
treaties,  and  to  initiate  war  against  forei^ers. 

In  one  of  these  acts  it  is  manifest  the  disgraced  minister  has  been  visited  with 
the  displeasure  of  the  Tycoon,  and  it  would,  therefore,  have  been  proper  that, 
when  informed  of  the  removal,  we  should  not  have  been  left  in  ignorance  of  the 
cause. 

It  would  afford  great  satisfaction  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  if  I 
shall  be  able  to  inform  him  that  the  punishment  has  been  inflicted  because  Oga- 
sawara committed  the  serious  offence  of  declaring  that  his  Majesty  the  Tycoon 
proposed  to  violate  the  solemn  obligations  which  he  had  entered  into  witn  the 
western  powers,  and  not  on  account  of  his  friendly  and  pacific  negotiation  with 
the  British  minister. 

Your  excellencies  will  perceive,  that  unless  this  declaration  be  made,  no  such 
construction  can  be  put  upon  it. 

The  undersigned  wishes  your  excellencies  to  receive  this  letter  as  a  proof  of 
his  continued  good  will  for  this  government,  and  of  his  great  anxiety  tjbat.  all 
causes  of  difference  and  interest  shall  be  removed. 
With  respect  and  esteem, 

ROBERT  H.  PRUYN, 
Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  in  Japam. 

Their  Excellencies  Matsudahia  Boodzen  No  Kami, 
MiDSUNo  Idsumi  No  Kami, 
Itakura  Suwo  No  Kami, 
Inowuye  Kawatsi  No  Kami, 

Members  of  the  Gorogio^  ^.,  4^.,  ^.,  Yedo, 
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J%e  Garogio  to  Mr.  Pruyn. 

[Endofore  No.  6.-^Tran8latloD.] 

We  have  to  inform  your  excellency  that  Sakai  Oota  No  Kami  has  been  ap- 
pointed a  member  of  the  Gk)rogio,  and  that  he  waa  instmcted  to  take  precedence 
ov«r  ourselves. 

With  respect  and  esteem,  the  28th  day  of  the  6th  month  of  the  3d  year  of 
Bimkin,  (the  12th  August,  1863.) 

MATSUDAIRA  BOODZEN  NO  KAMI. 
MIDSUNO  IDSUMI  NO  KAMI. 
ITAKUBA  SUWO  NO  KAMI. 
INOWUYE  KAWATSI  NO  KAMI. 
His  Excellency  Robbrt  H.  Pruyn, 

Minuter  Reiident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  Sfc,,  Sfv.,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pruyn. 


No.  46.]  Dbpabtmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  September  1,  1863. 

Sib  :  Your  several  despatches  have  been  received,  which  bear  dates  and  num- 
bers as  follows : 

May  26,  No.  29  ;  Mot  26,  No.  30 ;  June  12,  No.  31 ;  June  15,  No.  32 ;  June 
15,  No.  33 ;  June  16,  No.  34 ;  June  17,  No.  35 ;  June  18,  No.  36 ;  June  20,  No. 
37 ;  June  22,  No.  38 ;  June  23,  No.  39 ;  June  24,  No.  40 ;  June  24,  No.  41  j  and 
June  24,  No.  42. 

Due  acknowledgments  will  be  made  to  the  French  and  British  governments 
fer  the  hospitalities  and  sympathies  which  were  extended  to  you  by  their  respect- 
ive ministers  on  the  occasion  of  your  being  driven  from  your  residence  in  x  edo. 

Your  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  Switzerland,  Belgium,  Austria, 
'  -    ,    w  den,  and  Brazil,  to  enter  into  treaty  relations  with  Japan,  are 

-*.>   L...         '  important  subjects  are  presented  for  consideration  in  your  de- 

a^     -      i '  Mt,  the  destruction  by  fire  of  the  residence  of  the  legation  at  Yedo. 

• ,  .     X         ir  removal  of  the  legation  to  Yokohama.     Thirdly,  the  differences 

British  government  and  that  of  Japan.    Fourthly,  the  order  of  the 

"fi  .  ing  foreigners  to  withdraw  from  the  empire.    Fifthly,  the  ques- 

Japan  and  the  United  States  which  have  resulted  from  the  occur- 

•  ught  under  review.    It  will  be  proper  to  draw  into  connexion  with 

this  last  topic  the  violences  which  have  been  committed  against  some  of  our  cid- 

lens,  as  reported  to  this  department  in  your  previous  communication,  of  the  12th 

of  May  last.  No.  28,  and  which  were  commented  upon  in  my  instructions  of  the 

10th  of  July  last 

Having  taken  the  President's  directions,  I  proceed  to  consider  these  interest- 
ing and  important  questions. 

First.  The  facts  submitted  by  you  raise  a  strong  presumption  that  the  act  of 
firing  the  residence  of  the  legation  was  committed  by  incendiaries,  with  a  purpose 
at  once  political  and  hostile  to  the  United  States,  and  that  the  government  of 
Japan  could  probably  have  foreseen  and  prevented  it,  and  that  they  have  at  least 
given  to  it  tacit  assent  and  acquiescence. 

Secondly.  The  President  is  satisfied  that  your  removal  of  the  legation  from 
Yedo  to  Yokohama  was  prudent  and  wise,  in  view  of  the  circumstances 

67  m  r"  T 
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then  existing  in  Japan,  and  the  proceediqg  is  approved.  Bat  it  is  eqnallj  dear 
that  the  government  of  Japan  ought  to  have  so  controUed  those  circnniBtaiiees 
as  to  have  rendered  the  removal  ndnecessarj;  and  that  it  is  bound  to  provide 
for  your  safe  return  to  Yedo,  and  for  the  secure  and  permanent  re-establishment 
of  tiie  legation  in  that  capital. 

Thirdly,  Your  proceedings  in  renurd  to  the  controversy  which  has  aiiaeo 
between  the  British  government  and  that  of  Japan  appear  to  have  been  con- 
dliatory,  and  to  have  been  equally  just  and  fair  towaros  both  parties,  withoiit 
at  all  compromising  any  rights  of  the  United  States,  and  they  are  approved. 

Fourthly'  It  is  with  much  regret  that  the  President  has  arrived  at  the  con- 
clusion that  the  government  of  Japan  has  failed  to  keep  its  futh,  solemnly 
pledged  by  treaty,  with  the  TJnitea  States.  This  regret  is  rendered  the  more 
painful  by  the  reiection  that  this  government  has,  m>m  its  first  acquaintance 
with  Japan,  conducted  all  its  intercourse  with  the  Tycoon  with  tne  ntmoat 
sincerity,  frankness,  and  Mendship.  The  United  States  have  constantly  conceded, 
on  their  own  part,  and  sought  to  conciliate  other  powers  in  their  intercourse 
with  Japan.  If  our  advice  had  been  followed,  the  dangers  which  now  threaten 
the  empire  would  have  been  averted,  and  Japan  would  have  been  able  to  profit 
by  a  peaceful  yet  free  and  equal  intercourse  with  all  nations.  Even  now, 
although  the  government  of  Japan  has  done  so  much  and  suffered  so  much  to 
be  done  to  alienate  and  injure  the  United  States,  the  President  is  still  disposed 
to  persevere  in  the  same  liberal  and  Mendly  course  of  proceedings  which  he 
has  hitherto  pursued  in  regard  to  Japan.  But  the  friendship  of  this  coimfiy 
cannot  be  secured  by  the  government  and  people  of  Japan,  nor  would  it  be  rf 
any  avail,  if  the  United  States  should  fail  to  maintain  their  own  dignity  and 
self-respect  in  their  intercourse  with  Japan  with  the  same  fimmess  whkh  tbey 
practice  in  regard  to  all  other  nations. 

1.  You  wiU,  therefore,  demand  of  the  government  of  the  Tycoon  prompt 
payment  of  a  sum  sufficient  to  indemnify  aU  the  losses  which  were  sustained  by 
yourself  and  other  members  of  the  legation  on  the  occauon  of  the  firing  of  your 
official  residence. 

2.  You  will  demand  that  diligent  efforts  be  made  1- •'  ;•  .  '  -'^•>^Uries 
and  bring  them  to  condign  punishment 

3.  You  will  demand  proper  and  adequate  guarant  '  ^  f< .       < 
Yedo,  and  the  permanent  re-establishment  of  the  lo;  '     i.    '         ^    . 

4.  You  will  insist  on  the  full  observance  of  the  m\u  ..,  '    '^  • 

States  and  Japan  in  all  the  particulars  which  have  i  :  i><  .i  u^  -• ;  :  ^'  r  u 
or  postponed  by  this  government 

5.  You  will  demand  a  reasonable  indemnity,  to  ^  .  •  :  >v  .  't  {cr  tj.i* 
injuries  which  have  been  sustained  by  any  AmeiAULi  •  *  ^  .  v  ,  -  ■ 
violence  committed  against  them  hj  Japanese  suljects.  And  you  wiiu  .^  . 
demand  that  diligent  efforts  be  made  by  the  Tycoon's  government  to  bring  the 
aggressors  to  justice,  and  to  inflict  upon  them  such  punishment  as  will  be  calcu- 
lated to  prevent  further  oubraffes  of  the  same  kind. 

You  will  employ  the  navdi  force  at  your  command  to  protect  yourself,  the 
legation,  and  oUiers  of  our  countrymen,  under  any  drcumstances  which  may 
occur;  and  you  will  inform  the  government  of  tne  Tycoon  that  the  United 
States  will,  as  they  shall  find  occasion,  send  additional  forces  to  maintain  the 
foregoing  demands. 

So  far  as  you  may  have  occasion  to  counsel  or  act  in  relation  to  the  con- 
troversy which  is  pending  between  Great  Britain  and  Japan,  you  will  be  guided 
by  the  letter  and  spirit  of  previous  instructions  firom  this  department 

You  will  send  to  me  auUienticated  and  verified' accounts  of  the  losses  which 
have  been  sustained  by  yourself  and  other  members  of  the  legation  by  the 
burning  of  your  residence  in  Yedo,  to  the  end  that  an  application  may  be  made 
to  Congress  for  an  adequate  appropriation  for  the  proper  indemnity. 
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It  18  hardly  neeessary  to  say  that  yon  will,  bo  &r  as  is  posgihle,  execute  iheee 
inslmctions  in  no  spirit  of  resentment*  or  even  of  anger;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
while  exhibiting  the  necessary  firmness,  you  will  make  it  manifest  to  the  • 
Tycoon's  government  that  the  novel  and  penloos  circumstances  which  attend  its 
situation  are  fully  understood  and  appreciated  by  the  President;  and  that  he 
desires,  with  the  utmost  sincerity  and  Mendship,  to  favor  the  interests  of  internal 
peace  in  Japan,  and  of  peace  between  that  country  and  the  several  powers  of 
Europe  imd  America. 
1  am^  &c., 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

RoBEBT  H.  Pruyn,  Esq^  ^v.,  ^.,  Yokohama. 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Mr.  Prui^ 


No.  47.]  Dbpirtmbnt  op  State, 

Washington^  Septemher  9,  1863. 
Sir:  Tour  interesting  despatches  of  the  25th  of  June,  (No.  23,)  the  26th  of 
June,  (No.  44,)  and  the  27Ui  of  June,  (No.  45,)  have  been  submitted  to  the 
President. 

In  my  instructions  of  the  1st  of  September  (No.  46)  I  have  anticipated  the 
events  occurring  in  Japan,  which  these  papers  have  brought  to  my  knowledge; 
and  no  special  reply  to  them  seems  necessary,  except  that  I  shall  invite  the 
attention  of  the  other  treaty  powers  to  the  suggestion  which  you  make  con- 
cerning the  expediency  of  demanding  a  ratification  of  the  treaties  by  the 
liikado,  and  of  proper  demonstrations  to  secure  that  ratification. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 
BoBBBT  H.  Pruvn,  Esq.,  Sgc.,  ^.,  Yokohama. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pruyn. 


Ko  48.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  September  12,  1863. 
Sir  :  Your  communication,  dated  at  Yokc^ama  on  the  24th  of  July  last,  was 
received  here  by  telegraph,  from  San  Francisco,  on  the  10th  instant  The 
events  to  which  it  refers  are  extraordinary  and  important,  but  I  shall  defer 
siving  you  any  instructions  with  regard  to  them  tmtil  a  despatch  shall  have 
been  received  from  you  more  fully  reporting  the  startling  circumstances  you 
have  briefly  communicated. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Bobbrt  H.  Pruyn,  Esq.,  ifc,  Sfc.,  Yokohama. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Pruyn. 

No.  iSO.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  October  3,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  jonr  despatches  of 
the  24th  of  July,  (No.  48,)  24th  of  July,  (No.  49,)  and  Julv  25,  (No.  50,)  which 
furnish  the  details  of  the  assault  made  by  the  Prince  of  Nagato,  or  the  Japa- 
nese, upon  the  American  merchant  ship  Pembroke,  and  the  proceedings  of  Com- 
mander McDougall,  in  the  United  States  steamship-of-war  Wyoming,  under 
your  sanction,  to  redress  that  wrong.  The  paper  further  describes  the  aggr»- 
sions  committed  by  the  same  parties  against  Dutch  and  British  merchantm«i« 
with  the  proceedings  adopted  by  the  representatives  of  all  the  treaty  powers  in 
regard  to  these  outrages.  Tour  proceedings,  connected  with  them,  are  fully  and 
cheerfully  approved.  You  will,  m  all  cases,  hold  the  claims  of  this  government 
and  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  distinct  and  separate  from  those  of  other 
governments  and  subjects  of  other  powers.  But  this  separation  will  not  be  ex- 
pected to  restrain  you  from  actmg  with  your  colleagues,  and  giving  them  your 
moral  support;  and  when  there  is  need,  with  reference  to  common  defence,  or 
to  save  a  common  right,  or  secure  a  common  object,  just  and  lawful  in  itself  the 
naval  force  of  the  United  States  will  be  expected  to  co-operate  with  those  of 
the  other  western  powers. 

Having  been  advised  by  your  despatch  of  the  8th  of  August,  which  came 
from  San  Francisco  by  telegraph,  that  the  Tycoon  has  returned  to  Yedo,  and 
that  your  relations  with  his  government  are  much  improved,  I  deem  it  inex- 
pedient to  restrain  your  discretion  at  present  by  special  instructions,  but 
cheerfully  wait  the  development  of  events  which  must  have  occurred  since  that 
communication  was  sent. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Robert  H.  Pbuy^,  Esq.,  ^r.,  ^c,  Yokohama. 
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ROME. 


Mr,  Blatchford  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  1.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Rome,  November  29,  1862. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  despatches  Nos.  3  and  4,  and 
ciTcalarB  Nos.  24  and  25,  I  arrived  here  on  the  15th  instant,  and  at  once  took 
steps  for  an  interview  with  Cardinal  Antonelli,  secretary  of  state.  He  granted 
it  to  me  on  the  18th  instant,  when  I  delivered  to  him  a  copy  of  my  letters  of 
credence  to  his  Holiness  the  Pope,  and  requested  him  to  appoint  a  tune  when  I 
coidd  present  to  his  Holiness  the  original  in  person.  I  soon  received  from  the 
cardinal  a  despatch  appointing  November  26,  at  mid-day.  At  that  time  I  re- 
paired to  the  Vatican,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Stillman,  the  American  consul  here, 
and  also  by  Mr.  J.  G.  Hooker,  of  this  city,  whom  X  ^^  appointed  as  my 
private  secretary.  I  was  presented  to  his  Holiness  by  Mr.  Stillman,  when  1 
addressed  him  as  follows : 

"I  am  happy  in  the  honor  of  being  presented  to  your  Holiness  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  United  States  of  America  near  the  Holy  See,  and  of  delivering 
to  your  Holiness,  as  I  now  do,  my  letter  of  credence  as  such  representative 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States.  I  am  happy,  too,  to  avail  myself  of 
this  occasion  to  express  to  your  Holiness,  on  the  part  of  my  government,  the 
assurance  of  the  best  wishes  as  well  of  the  government  as  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  for  the  health  and  happiness  of  your  Holiness,  and  for  the  safety, 
prosperity,  and  happiness  of  the  Boman  people,  and  to  assure  your  Holiness 
that  the  United  States  constantly  preserve  a  lively  remembrance  of  the  many 
generous  manifestations  they  have  received  of  the  good  will  and  friendship  of 
TOur  Holiness,  and  that  your  Holiness  may  constantly  rely  upon  them  for  the 
practice  of  all  the  duties  which  grow  out  of  the  relations  of  tne  two  countries 
as  independent  members  of  the  family  of  nations." 

To  my  address  his  Holiness  replied,  in  substance,  that  it  gave  him  pleasure 
to  acknowledge  the  kindly  feeling  manifested  by  the  government  of  the  United 
States  towards  himself  and  the  liberality  shown  to  the  Catholic  religion,  to 
which  is  owing  so  much  of  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  United  States ; 
that  the  affairs  of  our  country  had  always  interested  him  greatly,  and  its 
wonderfol  prosperity  and  enterprise  had  given  it  a  great  importance  among 
the  nations  of  Europe,  all  of  whom  are  affected  bv  the  change  in  its  condition, 
and  suffer  from  the  present  troubles;  that  he  nad  always  prayed  for  our 
welfare,  and  continued  to  do  so  now,  and  especially  that  we  might  be  speedily 
restored  to  peace ;  that  he  very  much  wished  that  the  mediation  of  some  of 
the  European  powers  might  be  effectual,  f&id  thus  end  all  the  misery  and 
bloodshed.  But,  he  said,  it  is  evident  that  this  mediation,  to  be  accepted, 
must  be  tendered  by  a  power  so  unimportant  as  to  irritate  neither  the  pride 
nor  the  sensitiveness  of  the  American  nation ;  some  smaller  country  that  has  no 
interest  in  diminishing  the  power  of  the  United  States,  having  neither  army 
nor  navy,  and  whose  very  humbleness  may  make  the  offer  of  her  services , 
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acceptable.  He  said,  also,  that  lie  Lad  only  a  few  battalions  of  soldiers,  and 
no  navy  except  a  single  corvette,  which  he  had  constracted  in  England  for 
carrying  cargoes  of  grain  from  Ancona  aronnd  to  Girita  Vecchia  during  the 
last  revolation;  but  now,  all  his  states  on  the  Adriatic  are  taken  away,  and  eyen 
the  corvette  is  useless. 

Here  his  Holiness  changed  the  subject,  not  caring,  probably,  as  it  stniek 
me,  to  say  anything  as  to  an  offer  of  his  own  mediation,  and  asked  sewal 
questions  about  the  war,  which  I  answered. 

His  reception  of  me  was  very  kind  and  cordial.  He  arose  from  his  seat  ai 
I  was  taking  my  departure,  tendered  to  me  his  hand  and  said:  '*  I  ask  the 
blessing  of  Ood  on  your  govemment  and  country,  and  desire  that  peace  may 
return  to  it" 

After  my  audience  with  his  Holiness,  I  waited  on  the  Oardinal  Antoidii 
and  deUvered  to  him  a  copy  of  your  despatch  (No.  4)  relating  to  the  dismissal 
of  the  consul  at  Vienna.  After  some  personal  inquiries,  the  cardinal  turned  the 
conversation  on  our  war,  and  said,  in  substance:  If  I  had  the  honor  to  be  an 
American  citizen,  I  would  do  everything  in  my  power  to  preserve  the  streigtli 
of  the  nation  undivided.  That  the  great  European  powers  are  very  mm^  in- 
terested in  the  weakness  of  the  United  States,  and  doubtless  see  with  pleasure 
the  ^ifeeblinr  of  its  forces  brought  about  by  the  war,  and  would  do  all  in  tkeir 
power  to  widen  the  division  ;  that  he  woidd  surrender  for  the  moment  ererj 
minor  question  of  policy  and  interest  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union  aadit 
its  political  power;  that  the  success  of  the  present  attempt  at  revolution  wwdd 
in  a  few  years  place  the  United  States  in  the  position  of  the  South  American 
republics,  which  it  seemed  to  him  would  be  a  misfortune  to  the  whole  worE 
I  am,  with  irreat  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.M.BLATCHFORD. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  4iv.,  ^c. 


Mr.  Seioard  to  Mr.  Blatchford. 

No.  5.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtofh  December  23, 1862. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  November  29  (No.  1)  has  been  submitted  to  the  Fte* 
sident.  The  speech  vou  made  to  his  Holiness,  on  occasion  of  presenting  yonr 
credentials,  was  in  all  respects  just  and  happy.  The  answer  of  the  Pope,  so 
£ur  as  it  relates  to  our  countir,  was  what  the  government  and  the  people  of 
this  country  have  expected.  The  sentiments  expressed  by  Cardinal  Antonelli 
in  the  conference  with  which  he  honored  you  were  as  wise  and  just  as  they 
were  jfriendly  in  spirit  towards  the  Uniteid  States.  In  view  of  fiiese  fectfl,  I 
can  safely  congratulate  you  upon  the  auspices  under  which  your  mission  has 
opened. 

There  is  no  material  change  of  affairs  here.  General  Bumside  has  made  a 
gallant  but  unsuccessful  attack  upon  the  insurgents  behind  Frederickshmigi 
attended  with  a  painful  loss  of  4ives,  but  it  draws  after  it  no  disaster  or 
danger.  All  is  safe  in  that  quarter,  and  apparently  prosperous  elsewhere. 
Congress  is  practically  suspending  business  for  the  observance  of  the  holi- 
days. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLLAM  H.  SEWARD. 

E.  M.  Blatchford,  Esq.,  ^c.,  Sfc.,  Rome.        ^.^.^.^^^  ^^  GoOglc 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Blate^Jbrd. 

No.  13.]  Washington,  March  30,  1863. 

Sir  :  Tour  very  interesting  despatch  of  March  7  (No.  6)  has  been  received. 

The  report  of  the  resignation  of  die  cardinal  secretaiy  of  state  excited  mnch 
sunrise  in  this  conntry. 

Li  his  case,  as  in  that  of  other  statesmen,  the  opinions  of  men  concerning 
him  are  determined  chiefly  by  their  favor  or  disfavor  towards  the  system  he 
sapports.  But  I  think  there  is  an  universal  acknowledgment  of  the  great  abil- 
itiei,  the  consummate  skill,  and  the  inflexible  firmness  with  which  he  has 
hitherto  conducted  an  administration  encountering  difficulties  that,  specula - 
tiveiy  regarded,  seemed  insurmountable. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 


Mr.  Blattkford  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[EztfaoCs.] 

Lbgation  op  thb  United  Statbs, 

Romef  April  4^  1863. 

&R :  I  have  to  acknowledge  your  circular  of  March  9,  1863,  enclosing  a 
cop^  of  the  concurrent  resolutions-  of  Congress  concerning  foreign  intervention, 
and  instructing  me  to  make  them  known  to  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs.  I 
vaited  on  the  Cardinal  Antonelli  yesterday  and  read  to  him  your  circular  of 
Karch  9,  and  delivered  to  him,  at  his  request,  a  copy  of  the  concurrent  res- 
oations.  *••••* 

His  Holiness,  as  well  as  the  cardinal  secretary  of  state,  are  decided  friends 
&  the  Union,  and  ardently  desire  that  its  integrity  may  be  preserved.    The 
litter  was  strong  in  the  expression  of  his  hopes  that  the  north  would  speedily 
sibdue  the  rebellion. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  M.  BLATCHFOED. 
Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Sbwahd, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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ITALY. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Marsh. 

No.  59.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  18,  1862 
Sib  :  Tour  despatch  of  the  2l8t  ultimo  (No.  54)  was  duly  received,  and  tbe 
proposal  of  Colonel  Oattaben^  to  organize  four  battalions  of  experiemed 
soldiers,  and  to  embark  them  for  the  United  States,  for  service  in  the  amy 
of  the  Union,  has  been  submitted  for  consideiation  to  the  Secretary  of  Wf, 
from  whose  department  a  letter  declining  the  offer  has  just  been  receivd.. 
In  communicating  to  Colonel  Cattabene  the  decision  contained  in  this  lett6r,of 
which  I  annex  a  copy,  you  will  at  the  same  time  assure  him  that  his  genercts 
proposal  is  properly  appreciated,  and  will  always  be  gratefully  rem^nbered  \f 
those  who  are  battung  in  the  sacred  cause  of  liberty  and  Union. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

George  P.  Marsh,  Esq.,  ^„  ifc,,  ^r.,  Turin. 


War  Depabtmut, 
WoihingUm  Cay,  D,  G.,  Naomher  15,  1862. 
8ib:  Iq  reply  to  yours  of  the  13th  instant,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  Mr 
MuBh  relating  to  the  o£fer  of  Colonel  Cattabeae  to  organic  four  battalions,  of  500  each 
of  experienced  soldiers,  and  join  the  Union  army,  if  provision  is  made  for  their  traoqK>i 
tation,  I  am  directed  to  say  that  the  law  does  not  authorize  the  organization  of  troops  oi 
the  plan  proposed  by  Colonel  Cattabene. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

C.  P.  BUCKINGHAM, 
BHffodur  Oeneral  and  AsndcML  AcljuUmt  Omeni, 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  qf  SUOi. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Marsh, 

No.  60.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  18,  1862. 

Sir  :  Yonr  despatch  No.  55,  dated  October  25,  and  relating  to  the  proposal  of 
Colonel  Cattabene,  which  formed  the  subject  of  yonr  previons  despatch,  has 
been  received.  I  have  already  acquainted  von,  in  an  instruction  of  this  date, 
with  the  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  on  the  offer  of  Colonel 
Cattabene  as  communicated  in  your  first  despatch  concerning  it;  and  I  have 
now  to  inform  you  that  the  proposal,  in  the  more  definite  shape  in  which  it  ap- 
pears in  your  late  communication,  will  be  submitted  anew  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Gborob  p.  Marsh,  Esq.,  dfc,,  ^.,  Sfc,,  Turin.      ^,y  ,...., ..^ 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Marsh* 

[Extract.] 

No.  64.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtonf  December  26,  1862. 

Sir:  Tonr  despatch  of  November  28  (No.  60)  has  been  received.  The 
Secretary  of  War  has,  I  think,  adopted  a  policy  which  does  not  contemplate 
the  acceptance  of  bodies  of  troops  organized  in  foreign  countries,  even  with 
the  consent  of  their  sovereigns.  I  have  repeatedly  received  this  exposition 
of  his  views,  have  received  it  from  him  even  in  connexion  with  the  offer  of 
Oolonel  Cattabene,  so  distinctly,  that  I  feel  authorized  to  give  it  to  you  now, 
as  I  think  I  have  heretofore  done,  as  the  answer  of  the  government  to  that 
proposition. 

The  Secretary  of  War  still  retains  under  consideration  the  offer  of  General 
Garibaldi.  It  involves  some  considerations  upon  which  the  convenience  of  that 
department  must  necessarily  be  consulted.  It  is  a  source  of  high  satisfaction 
to  know  that  the  general  has  been  so  far  relieved  of  his  painful  wound  as  to 
justify  a  hope  of  his  rapid  convalescence. 

The  information  which  your  despatches  contain  in  relation  to  the  ministerial 
crisis  in  Italy  is  very  interesting.  We  hear  through  another  channel  the  im- 
portant news  of  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Ratazzi.  It  is  not  within  my  province 
to  discuss  the  character  or  the  probable  consequences  of  that  proceeding.  Con- 
stituted as  Italy  is,  this  government  and  the  whole  American  people  cherish 
a  very  livelv  interest  in  the  stability  and  welfare  of  that  kingdom.  I  sincerely 
hope,  therefore,  that  nd  injurious  consequences  may  result  from  the  change  of 
administration. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

George  P.  Marsh,  Esq.,  ^r.,  ^c.,  Sfc.,  Turin. 


Mr.  Marsh  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[[Extaracts.] 

No.  63.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Turin,  December  31,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  instructions  61, 
62,  and  63,  as  well  as  of  circular  No.  28,  relating  to  the  tax  on  the  salaries  of 
government  officers. 

I  have  communicated  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  the  substance  of  your 
letter,  announcing  the  restoration  of  Mr.  Ganisius  to  the  consulate  at  Vienna. 

The  new  ministry  has  thus  far  lost  none  of  the  public  confidence  with  which 
its  entry  into  office  was  received,  but  it  is  yet  too  soon  to  judge  how  far  its 
policy  will  be  sustained  by  the  nation  and  the  Parliament.  The  cabinet  is  com- 
posed of  able  men,  and  it  is  generally  true  of  this  ministry,  as  of  the  members 
of  the  previous  administratioi^s  I  have  known  in  Italy,  and  I  may  add  of  both 
houses  of  Parliament,  that  they  are,  in  general,  persons  of  m«re  liberal  culture, 
and  more  theoretical  acquaintance  with  prmciples,  or  at  least  opinions  in  matters 
of  public  economy  and  government,  tnan  the  corresponding  classes  in  any 
country  where  I  haVe  had  opportunity  of  observation.  Parliamentary  and 
administrative  experience  they,  of  course,  have  not  yet  had  time  to  acauire; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  they  have  not  had  time  to  £9dl  into  many  of  the  aji>a8e8 
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and  indecorams  which  are  80  apt  to  creep  into  the  legislative  and  deliberatiye 

proceedings  of  governments. 

*^**»  *  •  •  •  *  * 

In  my  interviews  with  the  ministers,  I  have  found  them  less  inclined  than 
most  of  their  predecessors  to  express  a  decided  interest  in  the  success  of  ib» 
cause  of  the  American  Union,  but  I  have  certainly  no  reason  to  doubt  that  thej 
are  well  disposed  to  that  cause. 

The  King,  whom  I  saw  this  morning,  made  several  inquiries  with  respect 
to  the  prospect  of  a  termination  of  the  war,  and  evidently  understands  the 
difficulties  which  render  a  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  southern  StateSi 
or  a  compromise  upon  terms  which  they  would,  or  we  could,  accept  impossible. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  King  desires  the  tiiumph  of  the  national  arms  as  a 
result  important  both  to  the  cause  of  civilized  order  and  to  the  intereste  of 
liberty  and  progress  in  both  countries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOEGE  P.  MABSH. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  SUUtt  ifc^  ^,  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Marsh. 


No.  69.]  .    Department  op  State, 

Washinji^ton,  February  4,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  31st  December  (No.  63)  has  been  recdved.  We 
are  authorized  to  infer,  from  the  incidents  it  relates,  that  the  agitation  which  a 
few  months  ago  so  seriously  threatened  the  peace  and  safetjr  of  Italy  has  sub- 
sided. What,  when  viewed  at  this  distance,  the  new  kingdom  of  Italy  seems 
to  need  is  such  a  season  of  repose  from  revolutionary  debates  as  may  allow  the 
sentiments  of  nationality  and  independence  to  ripen  and  become  habitual  and 
constant 

We  are  again  involved  in  active  campaigns,  and  looking  with  anxie^,  but 
not  without  confidence,  to  the  operations  of  our  great  armies  in  Virginia  and 
Tennessee,  and  to  our  powerful  land  and  naval  expeditions  upon  the  southern 
coast  and  on  the  Mississippi  river.  The  telegraph  will  report  to  you  events  in 
advance  of  any  speculations  that  I  might  now  venture  to  communicate. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Gborge  p.  Marsh,  Esq.,  ^.,  i^.,  ^.,  Turin. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Marsh. 


No.  74.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  March  27  (No.  71)  has  been  received.  You  request 
in  it  instructions  upon  the  claim  of  Antonio  Alajruo  against  the  government  of 
Italy  for  spoliation  alleged  to  have  been  committed  upon  his  property  by  the 
soldiers  of  the  King  of  Naples  during  the  siege  of  Palermo  in  the  revolution  of 
1860,  whidi  resulted  in  the  annexation  of  Sicily  to  the  kin^om  of  Sardinia, 
and  the  consequent  incorporation  of  the  Two  Sicilies  into  the  kingdom  of  Italy. 
The  claimant  invokes  the  authority  of  the  United  States  in  the  prosecution  of 

^"^^  .gitizedbyGOOgle 
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The  United  States  are  at  this  moment  engaged  in  snppressing  a  revolution 
which  aims  at  nothing  less  than  a  dismemberment  of  the  conntrj  and  an  over- 
throw of  the  government  The  revolution  solicits  recognition  and  intervention 
on  every  side  to  insure  the  accomplishment  of  its  destructive  purpose.  It  is 
inconvenient,  at  such  a  juncture,  to  employ  its  authorifr  in  the  prosecution  of 
even  just  claims  set  up  hj  meritorious  citizens  against  mendlj  foreign  powers. 
The  government  lies  under  no  absolute  obligation  to  any  citizen  to  prosecute 
such  claims,  but  it  has  a  right  to  consult  the  public  wefiare,  which  is  always 
paramount  to  the  private  interests  of  individud  citizens.  The  reflection  is  a 
very  obvious  one,  mat  in  such  a  crisis  a  good  and  loyal  citizen  might  be  ex- 
pected to  be  at  home  m  the  United  States  co-operating  with  his  fellow-citizens 
m  maintaining  the  government  against  domestic  enemies,  rather  than  to  be  re- 
siding abroad  and  invoking  aid  to  prosecute  claims  of  his  own  for  redress  of 
injuries  which  he  may  have  suffered  when  domiciled  amid  the  perils  of  a  foreign 
revolution.  Protection  and  support  are  reciprocal  obligations.  Mr.  Antonio 
Alajruo  seems  to  have  scarcely  conceived  this  truth.  He  came  to  the  United 
States  from  Sicily,  a  minor,  hi  1852,  and  remained  here  untO  1858,  and  was 
then  naturalized ;  very  soon  thereafter  he  returned  to  his  native  country,  re- 
mained there  ever  since,  and  has  at  no  time  manifested  or  indicated  any  purpose 
of  returning  to  the  United  States  to  assume  the  obligations  or  to  enjoy  the 
privileges  of  American  citizenship.  The  losses  of  which  he  complains  were 
incurred  in  a  revolution  affecting  the  country  in  which  he  was  bom,  and  to 
idnch  he  had  returned,  apparently,  at  least,  for  a  home  for  life.  His  claim  is 
one  of  a  class  which  the  government  of  that  country  has  admitted  and  made 
provision  for.  He  has  failed  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  that  provision  on  grounds' 
affecting  the  justice  of  the  particular  claim,  and  not  its  general  character.  Ap- 
peals from  that  decision  to  the  equity  of  the  government  of  Italy  are  as  easy 
to  him,  personally,  as  they  would  oe  to  the  go'^emment  of  the  United  States, 
interfering  in  his  behalf.  The  President  excuses  you  from  prosecuting  the  case, 
at  least  until  it  can  be  re-examined  under  more  auspicious  circumstances  than 
ftose  which  now  exist. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Gbobob  p.  Marsh,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Titrin. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  MarsA*^ 

No.  76.]  Department  op  State, 

Washingtm,  June  29,  1Q63. 

Sir  :  You  may  not  be  able  to  discover  the  true  condition  of  military  affurs 
through  the  confusion  produced  by  the  cross-lights  of  the  press.  Our  official 
infbnnation  represents  the  sieges  of  Fort  Hudson  and  Vicksburg  as  going 
on  successfully.  Two  of  the  three  corps  of  the  insurgent  army,  lately  en- 
camped on  the  Bappahannock,  have  .forded  the  Upper  Potomac,  and  are  in 
Maryland  and  Pennsylvania.  The  position  of  the  third  corps  is  not  certainly 
known.  General  Hooker  has,  at  his  own  request,  been  relieved,  and  is  replaced 
by  General  Meade,  an  officer  who  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  army  and  of  the 
War  Department.  He  is  moving  vigorously,  and,  judging  from  present  ap- 
pearances, a  meeting  of  the  two  armies  is  likely  to  occur  in  Pennsylvania, 
or  on  the  border  of  Maryland.  You  will  have  heard  much  of  cavalry  raids, 
and  other  subordinate  movements  of  the  two  armies,  but  they  have  thus  fer 
been  unfruitful  of  any  important  results. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM^St.  J|JlE4BJ»le 
Gborqb  p.  Marsh,  Esq.,  4r.,  ^v.,  ^c,  Turin.  ^ 
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Mr,  Martk  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Extracts.] 

No.  73.]  '      Legation  of  thb  TJNrrED  States, 

Turin,  July  6,  1863. 

Sir  :  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  the  President's  autograph  letter  of  the 
9th  of  January,  1863,  to  the  King  of  Italy.  I  communicated  a  copy  of  it  to 
the  minister  of  foreign  afiBedrs,  and  asked  an  audience  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
livering it  to  his  Majesty.  The  King  was  then  about  going  to  I'lorence  for 
an  absence  of  several  weeks,  and  subsequent  visits  to  ouier  cities  prevented 
my  reception  until  the  10th  of  May. 

On  that  day  the  King  received  me  in  an  entirely  unceremonious  manner^ 
and  the  letter  was  presented.  His  Majesty  spoke  in  the  handsomest  terms  of 
his  high  appreciation  of  the  President's  integrity  of  character,  and  of  Ida 
own  continued  interest  in  the  civil  war  in  America,  which  he  deplored  as  a 
great  evil,  not  only  to  us  but  to  Europe,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  tHe 
most  energetic  efforts  would  be  made  tD  bring  it  to  a  speedy  termination. 

He  referred  also  to  the  expectation  of  a  general  European  war,  which  he 
deemed  a  probable  event,  and  said  he  thought  such  a  war  would  end  in  the 
establishment  of  the  principle  of  the  independence  of  nationalities  throughout 
Europe,  and  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  rational  liberty. 

There  is,  I  think,  a  growing  impatience  in  all  parts  of  the  continent  for 
the  termination  of  a  war  which  Europe  is  fast  coming  to  think  we  ought  not 
to  have  entered  upon,  or  ought,  with  our  vast  superiority  in  population  and 
material  resources,  to  have  conducted  with  such  vigor  as  to  have  already 
brought  to  a  close ;  and  an  intervention  on  the  part  of  France  and  England 
would  now  be  looked  upon,  by  even  our  warmest  political  friends,  with  much 
less  dissatbfaction  than  such  a  step  would  have  excited  a  few  months  since. 
We  are  accused  of  injuring  not  only  the  material  interests  of  Europe,  but 
the  cause  of  free  government,  by  failing  to  ptft  forth  tiie  energy  which  tiie 
law  of  self-preservation  ought  to  inspire,  and  of  showing,  by  a  practical  test, 
that  popular  institutions  have  not  the  strength  and  promptness  of  action 
which  are  essential  to  the  proper  discharge  of  the  functions  of  government 
at  such  a  crisis  as  this.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  adoption  of  a  severe  poli<^ 
toward  the  rebellion  would  strengthen  us  effectually  abroad  as  well  as  at  nome. 

Having  accompanied  Mr.  Baum  to  the  foreign  o£Sce,  just  as  I  was  closing  thia 
despatch  I  had  an  interview  with  the  minister  of  foreign  a£fairs,  who  in- 
formed me  thaji  he  had  received  from  the  British  government  a  proposal  to 
the  effect  that  the  Italian  government  should  publish  a  declaration  on  the 
subject  of  the  treatment  of  federal  and  confederate  ships-of-war  in  Italian 
ports — -providing  that  a  ship  of  the  one  party  should  not  be  allowed  to  sail 
within  less  than  twenty-four  hours  after  a  vessel  of  the  other  should  have  left 
the  harbor.    This  proposal  was  declined  by  the  Italian  government  upon  the 

Sound  that  it  did  not  wish  to  commit  itself  to  any  specific  line  of  action  on 
e  subject,  or  to  anticipate  a  contingency  which  might  never  arise. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  P.  MARSH. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  ^, 
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Mr,  Marsh  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract] 

No.  75.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Turin,  July  11,  1863. 

Sib  :  I  received  last  eyening  a  note  from  Mr.  Wheeler,  conAol  at  Genoa, 
infonning  me  that  Captain  Page,  late  of  the  United  States  navy,  and  now  in 
the  confederate  service,  was  at  Florence,  and  reported,  npon  what  seemed 
creditable  evidence,  to  be  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  Southerner,  a  steamer 
lately  built  in  England  for  the  rebd  government,  of  which  he  is  to  take  the 
command. 

I  called  this  morning  at  the  foreign  office  to  draw  the  attention  of  this  govern- 
ment to  these  facts ;  but  as  the  minister  of  foreign  afCedrs  was  engaged,  I  was 
unable  to  see  him. 

I  have,  however,  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Gerruti,  secretary  general  of 
that  department,  a  gentleman  of  much  ability  and  experience,  and  stated  to 
him  the  facts  of  the  case,  as  far  as  they  were  Jmown  to  me,  and  the  principles 
I  thought  applicable  to  it. 

Mr.  Gerruti,  who  is  well  disposed  to  our  cause,  requested  me  to  reduce  my 
observations  to  writmg  immediately,  in  order  that  he  might  bring  the  subject 
up  for  discussion  b^ore  a  meeting  of  the  diplomatic  conmiission  about  to 
assemble,  and  I  accordingly  drew  up  hastily  a  note,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto 
annexed,  and  sent  it  to  the  foreign  office. 

•  ••••  •••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

GEORGE  P.  MARSH. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  ifc. 


Mr.  Marsh  to  Mr,  Venosfa, 

Lboation  of  the  United  States, 

Turin,  My  11,  1863. 

Mb.  Minister  :  It  is  doubtless  known  to  the  government  of  the  kingdom 
of  Italy  that  several  vessels,  built  in  England  for  the  so-called  Confederate 
States  of  America,  or  for  private  persons  residing  in  those  States,  have 
sailed  from  British  ports  ana  committed  extensive  depredations  on  American 
commerce.  These  ships  have  cleared  as  merchant  vessels,  bound  ostensibly 
upon  lawful  voyages,  but  have  shipped  armaments  by  other  vessels  to  neu- 
tral ports,  and  there  taken  them  on  board.  They  have  then,  although  never 
having  visited  a  port  claimed  or  occupied  by  the  Confederate  States,  or 
entered  any  territory  possessed  by  the  forces  of  those  States,  hoisted  the 
confederate  flae,  and  plundered,  destroyed  by  fire,  or  ransomed  every  Ameri- 
can ship  they  have  been  able  to  overtake,  instead  of  sending  them,  according  to 
the  rules  of  civilized  war£u:e,  into  ports,  for  condemnation  by  a  court  of  admi- 
rall^,  or  otherwise  establishing  the  validity  of  the  capture  by  legal  adjudication. 

These  vessels,  it  is  believed,  are,  in  many  instances,  private  property,  belong- 
ing jointly  to  English  and  confederate  subjects,  and  employed  for  the  purpose 
of  plunder  for  their  benefit,  and  not  for  any  object  of  civilized  or  lawful 
wai&re. 

The  legation  is  informed  that  Captain  Page,  late  of  the  navy  of  the  United 
States,  but  at  present  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States,  is  now  waiting 
at  Florence  to  take  command  of  a  steamer  built  in  England  or  Scotland  for  the 
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purpoBe  I  have  described,  and  expected  soon  to  arrive  in  the  Mediterranean.  She 
has  been  called  the  Southerner,  but  will,  perhaps,  change  her  name,  clear,  it  is 
supposed,  BA  a  merchant  ship,  for  some  neutral  port,  where  she  will  take  on 
board  an  armament,  shipped  by  some  other  vessel,  and  then  commence  her 
piratical  work  npon  the  coasts  of  Italy,  as  her  predecessors  have  ahreadj  dooe 
in  the  Atlantic. 

I  protest,  in  the  name  of  mj  government,  against  the  admission  of  this  ves- 
sel, or  others  of  like  character  and  objects,  into  Italian  ports  as  lawful  cruisen, 
and  trust  that  they  will  not  be  treated  by  his  Majesty's  government  as  ships-of- 
war  belonging  to  a  power  eneased  in  legitimate  warfare. 

The  government  of  the  Umted  States  does  not  admit  that  the  rebellious 
States  are  entitled  to  the  ordinary  belligerent  rights  of  independent  nations ; 
but  waiving  that  question  for  the  present,  I  contend  that  foreign-built  vessels 
can  be  nationalized  and  vested  with  a  military  character  only  within  the  terri- 
torial jurisdiction  of  the  state  whose  flag  they  bear.  Vessels  must  retain  thdr 
original  nationality  until  it  is  changed  by  some  act  of  the  owners,  or  dieir 
lawful  agents,  and  of  the  sovereign  power  to  which  they  are  transferred,  pe^ 
formed  at  the  point  where  that  state  has  jurisdiction  de  jure,  or  at  least  posses- 
sion de  facto  ;  and  they  cannot  acquire  a  new  nationality  without  flrst  entering 
territory  owned  or  held  by  the  government  which  purchased  them. 

The  Italian  government  would  certainly  not  admit  that  a  vessel  buOt  m  Eng- 
land for  the  late  king  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  or  pxurehased  by  him,  and  sailing 
from  that  country  as  a  merchant  vessel,  could,  by  hoisting  the  ^t^  of  lliat 
prince,  and  taking  on  an  armament  at  a  neutral  port,  without  ever  having  been 
within  territory  actually  possessed  by  him,  become  authorized  to  cruise  against 
Italian  commerce  as  a  lawful  vessel-of-war. 

The  case  is,  in  many  respects,  analogous  to  that  of  the  naturalization  of  persons 
in  foreign  states.  An  Italian  subject  cannot  divest  himself  of  his  natural  alle- 
giance, and  become  a  subject  of  another  power,  without  submitting  himself  in 
person  to  the  local  jurisdiction  of  that  power,  nor  can  a  foreigner  acquire  the 
rights  of  Italian  nationality  without  setting  his  foot  on  Italian  soiL 

I  forbear,  Mr.  Minister,  to  enlarge  on  the  obvious  danger  of  encouraging  or 
permitting  such  proceedings  as  those  of  the  Oonfederate  States,  and  in  an  era 
when  even  regularly  commissioned  privateering  is  looked  upon  with  dis&vor. 
I  believe  that  the  enlightened  government  of  Italy  will  affora  no  protection  to 
a  piracy  which  would  have  disgraced  the  most  barbarous  ages. 

I  heg  you,  Mr.  Minister,  to  accept  the  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  conr 
sidetation. 

GEOKGE  P.  MAESH. 

His  Excellency  Chbvalier  Yisconti  Ybnosta, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs^  ifo. 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  MartA, 


No.  77.]  Department  op  State, 

WaehingUmf  July  25,  1863. 
Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  the  6th  of  July  (No.  73)  has  been  received.  The 
President  expects  you  to  express  to  the  minister  for  foreign  affidn  tfe  sineere 
satisfaction  of  this  government  with  the  answer  which  was  given  by  him  to  the 
proposition  of  the  British  government  concerning  visits  of  the  insurgent  resselB  in 
Italian  ports.  Their  recognition  of  the  insurgents  as  a  belligerent  was  an  un- 
necessary proceeding  on  we  part  of  her  Majesty's  government.  It  has  been 
very  injurious  to  the  United  States,  while  it  has  brought  to  the  BcHish  nstkni 
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tsetf  only  troubleaome  inconveniencesy  and  requiree  Gonstaat  efibrts  to  prevent 
new  and  more  dangerons  complications. 

I  thank  you  sincerely  for  the  report  which  jon  hare  fbmished  me  of  ittlcr- 
eeting  judicial  proceedings  at  Turin.  Our  country  is  now  so  entirely  absorbed 
in  the  great  internal  struggle  which  faction  has  produced,  that  it  pays  little  at- 
tention to  events  not  bearing  upon  it  which  occur  in  Europe. 

The  desire  abroad  for  the  restoration  of  peace  here  is  not  unnatural.  But 
there  is  reason  to  fear  that  it  has  been  perverted  so  as  to  exact  from  the  govern- 
ment a  peace  which  it  cannot  grant,  instead  of  requiring  ^e  insurgents  to  forego 
a  orimittal  and  disastrous  resistance,  which  tiiey  cannot  and  ought  not  to 
maintain. 

It  may  be  hoped  that  events  which  have  occurred  h^re  recently  will  correct 
European  ideas  in  this  respect. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Gborgb  F.  Marsh,  Esq.,  S(c^  S(c^  SfCf  IStrin. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Mar$h. 


No.  79.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  July  29,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  July  11  (No.  75)  has  been  received.  The  information 
it  contained  has  been  communicated  to  the  Seoretary  of  the  Navy,  and  I  have 
the  pleasure  of  approving  the  protest  you  have  addressed  to  tne  minister  of 
foreign  affairs  concerning  the  designs  of  the  insurgents  to  abuse  the  Italian  ports 
for  the  purpose  of  making  war  therefrom  against  the  United  States.  The  nigh 
sense  of  justice  which  the  King  of  Italy  has  hitherto  manifested,  not  to  speak 
of  the  friendship  which  exists  between  the  Itidian  nation  and  the  American 
neople,  induces  a  confident  expectation  on  the  part  of  the  President  that  his 
Majesty's  government  will  not  tolerate  die  execution  of  the  unlawful  designs 
you  have  brought  to  its  notice. 

The  statement  you  have  given  me  of  a  decline  of  confidence  in  the  success 
of  this  government  in  suppressing  the  insurrection,  which  is  exhibited  in  Europe, 
has  been  carefuUy  considered,  in  connexion  with  similar  information  which  was 
contained  as  well  in  a  former  despatch  of  your  own  as  in  the  communications 
of  others  of  our  representatives  on  that  continent.  I  freely  confess  that  the 
fact  is  regarded  with  sincere  and  profound  regret.  It  cannot  be  admitted,  how- 
ever, that  this  unfavorable  opinion  is  sustained  by  the  argument  upon  which, 
according  to  your  statement,  it  is  built ;  much  less  that  it  is  sustainable  inde- 
pendently of  that  reasoning.  I  think  I  have  had  occasion  to  say  heretofore 
that  insurrections  are  generally  strong,  vigorous,  and  energetic  in  their  begin- 
nings, while  well-established  governments  may  be  expected  to  gain  strength, 
vigor,  and  energy  as  the  struggle  for  self-defence,  to  which  they  are  summonedt 
advances. 

Eight  hundred  days  are  not  yet  elapsed  since  this  popular  government,  all 
unused  to  military  action,  and  destitute  of  its  machinery  and  appliances,  was 
obliged  to  accept  civil  war  on  land  and  sea.  An  insurrection,  occup^ng  near 
half  of  the  Union,  seized  upon  the  principal  military  force,  the  most  important 
navy  yards,  forts,  and  arsenals,  and  employed  their  guns  against  the  government 
itself.  Every  two  days  of  the  intervening  period  witnessed  the  bringing  of  a 
Dew  and  effective  ship-of-war,  with  a  hundred  seamen  and  marines,  into  the 
naval  service,  as  well  as  the  gathering  into  camps  of  two  thousand  soldiers, 
prac^cally,  all  of  whom  were  volunteers.    The  achievements  of  our  land  and 
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nayal  forces  have  been  eqxiallj  brilliant  and  effectiye.  Our  marches  and  si^es 
have,  I  think,  seldom  been  excelled.  Certainly  the  area  of  the  goyemmei^s 
aothority  has  been  so  continnallj  enlarged,  that  the  rebellion  has  retired  within 
a  compass  altogether  too  small  to  maintain  an  independent  state.  We  have 
regained  the  most  important  of  our  seaports,  while  we  hold  all  others  in  does 
siege ;  and  we  are  now  traversing,  unchecked,  aU  the  great  rivers  and  lakes  of 
the  coontrj  irom  their  outlets  to  &eir  sources. 

Now,  at  the  close  of  two  years  of  war,  what  are  the  respective  conditions  of 
the  belligerent  parties  t  We  are  bringing  out  new  and  efltective  ships,  and  in- 
creasing our  naval  marine,  more  rapidly  than  before,  and  we  are  gathering  into 
camps  a  force  adequate  to  repair  all  the  waste  of  the  war.  Our  national  credit 
is  stronger  than  it  was  when  the  war  began,  and  is  equal  to  that  which  almost 
any  other  government  holds,  though  in  a  state  of  profound  peace.  Can  those 
who  forbode  our  downfall  show  us  where  the  forces  and  the  materid  and  the 
credit  of  the  insurgents  lie  concealed  ]  To  us  it  seems  as  if  they  are  nearing 
the  point  of  exhaustion. 

It  is,  under  the  circumstances,  eminently  to  be  desired  that  the  confidence  of 
foreign  nations  in  the  success  of  the  government  should  not  be  lost.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  there  may  be  nations  whose  forbearance  from  interfering  with  us 
would  give  way  with  ^eir  respect  for  our  strength  and  power.  If,  however, 
we  are  destinea  now  to  encounter  foreign  complications,  let  us  be  thankful  that 
they  have  been  delayed  so  long.  We  shall  be  found,  when  they  come,  with  an 
army,  a  navy,  and  a  treasury  not  only  adequate,  as  we  think,  to  self-defence, 
but  also  befitting  the  continent  and  the  cause  we  shall  then  be  defending  against 
nations  whom  we  have  never  wronged,  and  who  are  quite  as  deeply  interested 
in  our  friendship,  as  we,  xmhappily,  are  in  their  forbearance  towards  ourselves. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

George  P.  Marsh,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Turin. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Marsh. 


JTo.  81.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  August  22,  1863. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  20th  ultimo  (No.  76)  has  been  received  and  has 
beeoi  read  with  much  interest.  The  assurance  of  Mr.  Cerruti  of  the  continued 
sympathy  of  his  government  for  our  cause  is  very  gratifying.  Italy  cannot 
^ow  how  soon  the  principle  of  nationality  which  we  are  maintaining  may  be- 
come important  to  herself.  We  are  acting  on  a  fixed  policy  worthy  of  consider- 
ation by  all  free  governments,  liable  to  be  assailed  by  reactionary  movements. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
George  P,  Marsh,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  i^c,  S(t.,  Turin. 


Mr.  SeuHird  to  Mr.  Marsh. 


[Circular.] 

Department  op  State, 

WashvngUm,  September  28,  1863. 

Sir  :  It  seems  desirable  that  you  should  have  a  correct  view  of  the  present 
military  situation.  We  feel  entirely  safe  in  the  occupation  of  New  Orleans  and 
the  Mississippi.    The  forces  are  marching  to  occupy  Texas. 

We  have  a  sufficient  force  in  front  of  this  capital,  as  we  suppose,  to  assure  nfl 
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against  aggressive  movements  of  the  insnrgents  in  that  quarter.  We  trust  that 
IiU>86cran8  will  be  safe  in  Chattanooga  until  the  large  re-enforcements  whidi  are 
going  to  him  fix)m  three  points  shall  reach  him  there.  Once  at  Chattanooga, 
we  think  we  shall  have  the  principal  forces  of  the  insurgents  confined  and  prac- 
tically harmless  within  the  circle  of  Georgia  and  Alabama.  Charleston  is  not 
neglected. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
George  P.  Marsh,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Turin. 

68  M 
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BELGIUM. 


Mr,  Sanford  to  Mr.  Seward, 

ISo,  72.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Brussels,  October  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  diplomatic  corps,  which  had  expreissed  the  desire  to  offer  its  con- 
fgratalations  to  the  King  on  his  recovery,  was  received  by  his  Majesty  to-daj, 
at  the  palace. 

In  the  short  conversation  which  the  King  bad  with  me  on  this  occasion  he 
referred  to  the  war  in  terms  of  regret,  as  dividing  so  fine  a  race  of  men,  and 
desolating  so  fine  a  country,  as  he  expressed  himself,  and  added  the  hope  that 
some  means  would  be  found  to  bring  about  an  early  termination  of  a  contest 
whose  effects  were  wide-spread  and  were  sensibly  felt  here.  I  replied  that  it 
was  thought,  with  the  additional  forces  now  being  brought  to  bear  upon  tbe 
southern  States,  that  the  insurgents  would  be  restored  to  their  allegiance  to  the 
government,  (the  only  possible  means  to  secure  peace;)  that  the  disastrous  con- 
sequences of  the  war,  to  which  he  had  referred,  and  in  which  we  shared  hearilj, 
were  a  source  of  regret.  We  appreciated  the  distress  caused  by  a  conflict  which 
had  been  forced  upon  •  the  government  in  defence  of  its  authority,  and  saw  but 
one  way  of  relieving  it — the  success  of  our  arms. 

I  availed  myself  of  the  occasion  to  congratulate  his  Majesty  on  liis  restoration 
to  health,  and  to  add  the  assurance  that  these  congratulations  would  be  moet 
heartily  shared  by  the  government  and  the  people  of  tbe  United  States,  as  I 
had  occasion,  on  a  recent  visit  to  my  country,  to  have  personal  cognizance  of 
the  warm  and  wide-spread  interest  and  concern  which  his  illness  had  excited. 
He  thanked  me,  and  said  that  he  had  indeed  reason  to  be  convinced  of  that 
regard  in  the  numerous  and  high  evidences  of  coi^sideration  he  had  received  from 
the  United  States  during  a  long  reign,  which  had  been  marked  with  the  roost 
pleasant  relations.  He  had  known  personally,  he  added,  some  of  our  most  pro- 
minent citizens,  and  felt  real  interest  in  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  Goodrich,  the  secretary  of  this  legation,  accompanied  me  to  this  reception, 
and  was  presented  by  me  to  his  Majesty. 

1  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  despatch  No.  64,  and  your  circular  de- 
spatch of  the  ?2d  ultimo,  communicating  a  copy  of  the  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  that  date.  I  read  the  circular  to  M.  Rogier  yesterday.  He  said  the 
proclamation  was  an  act  of  great  gravity,  and  inquired  what  the  probable  result 
would  be  upon  the  war.  I  replied  that  1  could  not  anticipate  events.  It  was 
to  be  hoped  that,  with  the  further  increase  of  our  forces  on  land  and  sea,  the 
insurgents  would  soon  perceive  the  uselessness  of  further  resistance,  and  come 
back  to  their  aljegiance  while  it  was  still  tim.e  to  avert  the  additional  calamities 
impending  over  them.  He  expressed  his  fears  that  it  would  tend  to  prolong  and 
add  exasperation  to  the  war,  the  results  of  which  were  weighing  so  heavily  upon 
this  country.  I  rejoined  that  the  peace  and  traffic  he  so  much  desired  could 
only  be  obtained  by  the  submission  of  the  insurgents;  that  the  "arrangement" 
BO  much  desired  in  Europe,  and  which  meant  disunion,  was  simply  impossible. 
1  would  remark,  in  connexion  with  this  great  caiy|§  ,p£^9licitjjde  in  a  country 
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80  dependent  m  is  Belgium  for  its  prosperity  upon  foreign  markets,  that  trade 
has  revived  verj  considerably  witn  the  *€Jnited  States  within  the  past  few 
months;  and  it  is  a  source  of  remark  and  astonishment,  as  indicative  of  wealth 
and  prosperity,  instead  of  exhaustion,  that,  notwithstanding  the  heavy  increase 
of  duties  on  imports  and  the  high  rates  of  exchange,  the  northern  States  are,  in 
(jhese  times  of  war,  so  largely  increasing  over  the  previous  year  their  importations 
of  European  manufactures. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient'  servant, 

H.  8.  SANFOED. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Sbwaro, 

Secretary  of  State^  Sfc,^  Sfd  8fc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Sanfard, 

No.  75.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

lV(uhinglon,  December  8,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  November  19,  No.  77,  and  I  thank 
you  for  your  interesting  resumd  of  European  opinion  concerning  the  proposition 
which  was  lately  made  by  the  Emperor  of  France  to  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain, 
and  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  in  relation  to  American  affairs. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  government  to  enter  into  debates  with  foreign 
powers  upon  either  the  effect  or  the  merits,  or  the  manner  of  that  communication, 
and  I  therefore  conteot  myself  with  thanking  you  for  the  interesting  information 
which  you  have  given  me. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
H.  S.  Sanford,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc„  Sfc,,  Brussels. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Sanford. 

No.  76.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  8,  1862. 

Sir:  Tour  private  letters  of  the  15th  and  18th  of  November  have  been  re- 
ceived and  read  with  much  appreciation*  It  is  my  principle  to  refrain  altogether 
from  official  comdients  upon  the  correspondence  which  has  been  recently  carried 
on  concerning  the  United  States,  by  the  governments  of  France,  Great  Britain, 
and  Russia.  This  will  not,  however,  prevent  you  from  continuing  to  give  me 
such  information,  concerning  the  European  views  of  these  subjects,  as  you  may 
think  important 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

H.  S.  Sanford,  Esq.,  ifc.f  4^.,  ^.^  Brussels. 


Mr.  Sanford  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract  ] 

No.  88.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Brussels,  December  25,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  despatches  to  No.  77  inclusive. 

The  impression  caused  by  the  President's  message  here,  and,  so  far  as  my 
observation  extends,  elsewhere,  is  excellent.    Notwithstanding  ^e  enmity^^i^- 
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even  the  malignity  which  prevails  in  .many  quarters  against  the  cause  of  the 
Union,  I  have  not  seen  an  attempt  at  a  reply  to  it.  It  has  done  much  to  dis' 
arm  our  opponents  and  strengthen  the  hands  of  our  friends  ahroad.  The  re- 
ports of  the  SecretarieSi  as  showing  the  immense  power  and  resources  of  our 
country,  especially  in  the  creation  of  a  large  and  effective  navy,  have  made  a 
deep  impression,  and  I  am  struck  with  the  tone  of  apprehension,  now,  of  those 
hitherto  disposed  to  sneer  at  the  "  fall  of  the  great  republic,"  lest  we  become  a 
war  power  of  the  first  order,  likely  to  impose  our  princi^es  and  policy  upon 
European  powers. 

I  think  intervention  is  falling  into  disrepute  with  these  evidences  of  power 
and  the  success  of  our  arms.  Still,  the  general  sentiment,  I  regret  to  say,  is, 
that  the  restoration  of  the  Union  is  impossible ;  and  there  are  among  our  friends 
those  who  counsel  the  acceptance  of  separation  rather  than  continue  a  struggle 
which  they  fear  may  lead  to  exhaustion,  and  perhaps  further  secession. 

My  greaf  anxiety  for  the  moment  is  for  the  capture  of  Charleston  and  Mo- 
bile, which  I  cannot  but  believe  will  have  more  influence  upon  the  resuh  of  the 
war  than  the  taking  of  Richmond.  A  very  large  number  of  steamers  hav^ 
within  the  past  two  months  or  so,  left-  Europe  loaded  with  indispensable  sup- 
plies for  the  south,  th<5  intention,  I  believe,  being  to  make  a  combined  effort  to 
run  the  blockade.  The  failure  of  these  expeditions  would  be  equal  to  a  great 
victory  in  the  field ;  and,  with  the  taking  of  Charleston  and  MobUe,  they  must 
fail.  In  this  connexion  I  beg  leave  to  suggest,  based  upon  some  facts  which 
have  lately  come  to  my  knowledge,  that  the  pilots  of  vessels  captured  when 
seeking  to  run  the  blockade,  and  who  are  generally  from  Charleston  or  neigh- 
boring ports,  be  held  in  close  custodv  instead  of  released  with  the  other  sailors. 
The  success  of  these  blockade  breakers  depends  greatly  upon  the  pilots,  who, 
so  soon  as  released,  make  their  way  back  to  Nassau  or  Bermuda  to  make  new 
and  lucrative  engagements  with  other  vessels. 

Our  commerce  here  suffers  greatly  from  the  ravages  of  the  Alabama.  Sev- 
eral of  our  ships  at  Antwerp  have  been  sold  to  ^o  under  other  flags,  and  under 
the  influence  of  war  risks  on  American  vessels,  tney  cannot  compete  with  other 
flags  in  foreign  trade.  I  hear,  through  a  source  entitled  to  credit,  that  two  other 
vessels  have  lately  left  British  ports  with  the  view  of  carrying  on  the  same 
piratical  enterprises,  which  are  not  alone  ruinous  to  our  commerce,  but  are  giving 
an  immense  stimulus  to  English  shipping,  which  profits  greatly  by  the  disad- 
vantages thus  caused  to  our  vessels.  To  this  may  be  ascribed  in  part  the  ac- 
tive sympathv  with  these  criminal  enterprises  shown  by  rery  many  among  the 
commercial  classes  of  England. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  SANFORD. 
Hon.  "William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Sanford, 

No.  84.]  Department  of  State, 

Wa^kingtoun  January  15,  1863. 

Sir:  Tour  despatch  of  December  25  (No.  88)  has  been  received.  It  is 
pleasant  to  find  that  a^  sentiment,  if  not  of  re-assurance,  at  least  of  forbearance, 
in  regard  to  our  political  affairs,  is  gaining  ground  in  Europe.  It  indicates  a 
weariness  of  events  which  defy  the  observer's  control,  and  perhaps  also  a  dis- 
position to  look  at  political  complications  near  home  of  no  inconsiderable 
significance. 

A  great  struggle  is  a  great  storm.    Not  only  thos^^piip  jf  hero,  it  b^ts,  but 
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even  those  who  look  out  upon  it  from  sheltered  places,  are  impatient  to  have  it 
end.  Whereas,  it  cannot  end  until  there  is  an  exhaustion  of  the  elements  to  a 
certain  extent,  and  it  is  wise  to  endure  with  patience  delays  which  we  cannot 
mend. 

Four  weeks  ago  we  encountered  a  repulse  at  Fredericksburg.  It  has  been 
followed  hy  no  serious  consequences.  The  army  on  the  Rappahannock  still  de- 
tains its  antagonist  there,  and  leaves  us  opportunity  for  operations  in  other 
quarters.  Two  weeks  ago  General  Rosecrans  obtained  a  victory  at  Murfrees- 
Doro',  which  practically  secures  Tennessee  to  the  Union.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  Grencraf  Sherman  has  been  repulsed  in  his  first  assault  upon  Vicksburg, 
and  we  have  suffered  an  inopportune  surprise  and  dislodgement  at  Galveston. 

These,  however,  are  not  decisive  events.  We  are  only  at  the  beginning  of  a 
new  cam|(aign.  Forces  are  again  concentrating  at  Vicksburg,  adequate,  as  we 
trust,  to  the  capture  of  that  place,  and  a  land  and  naval  demonstration  against 
Charleston  is  imminent. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

H.  S.  Sanford,  Esq.,  ^r.,  !^,,  ^.,  Brussels. 


Mr.  Sanford  to  Mr,  Seward. 


No.  lOO.J  Legation  of  the  UiVItbd  States, 

Brussels,  March  29,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  circular  despatch, 
under  date  of  March  9,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  concurrent  resolution  of 
Congress  concerning  foreign  intervention  in  the  existing  rebellion. 

I  communicated  them  to-day  to  M.  Rogier,  in  conformity  with  your  iur 
structions,  by  leaving  a  copy  with  him,  assuring  him,  at  the  same  time,  that 
they  were  "  entirely  in  harmony  with  the  principles  and  policy  by  which  all  the 
President's  proceedings,  in  regard  to  the  question  involved,  have  been  and  will 
continue  to  be  regulated." 

The  effect  of  these  resolutions,  in  connexion  with  your  recent  despatch  on  the 
same  subject,  has  been,  so  far  as  my  observations  extend,  most  salutary.  We 
shall,  probably,  hear  no  more  of  friendly  intervention  in  our  domestic  affairs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  8.  SANFORD. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Sfc.,  8fc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Sanford, 

[Extract.] 

No.  104.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  30,  1863. 

Sir:  •  •  •  •  •  .•  •  * 

I  take  this  occasion,  also,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  No. 

124,  of  the  12th  instant,  and  to  approve  your  proceedings  with  reference  to  the 

proposed  conference  on  the  subject  of  the  capitalization  of  the  Scheldt  dues,  to 

be  held  on  the  1st  proximo. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Henry  S.  Sanford,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  ^c,  i^c,  Brussels.  ^,y,,....,  ^^^qIc 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Sanford. 

[ConfidentUl.] 

No.  lOr*).]  Department  op  State, 

Washington ^  July  9,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  not  been  forgetful  of  the  BUggeationB,  concerning  our  afGeiin» 
which  were  made  to  you  by  our  excellent  friend  the  King  of  Belgium,  in  the 
conversation  with  which  he  favored  you  on  the  23d  of  May  last  Bat  at  the 
time  they  were  received  here,  military  matters  were  in  such  a  condition  as  to 
make  it  almost  certain  that  any  comment  I  might  make  upon  the  views  of  the 
King  would  be  rendered  worthless  by  decisive  events  to  occur  before  the  com- 
ment could  be  submitted  to  his  Majesty.     For  this  reason  I  delayed. 

The  steamers  of  the  4th  and  8th  have  carried  to  Europe  intelligence  of  the 
defeat  of  General  Lee  in  three  pitched  battles,  equalling  in  the  magnitude  of 
forces,  and  surpassing  in  severity,  the  conflicts  of  Waterloo  and  Solfenno.  The 
defeated  army,  nowever,  was  not  destroyed  nor  captured.  A  decisive  battle  is 
now  gathering  at  Antietam,  and  information  of  its  result  will  probably  go  out 
with  this  despatch. 

The  fall  of  Vicksburg,  on  the  4th  of  July,  undoubtedly  to  be  followed  soon 
by  the  fall  of  Port  Hudson,  must  completely  revolutionize  the  contest  oo  the 
Mississippi.  Our  land  and  naval  forces,  relieved  from  the  labor  of  protracted 
sieges,  become  a  movable  power,  adequate  to  the  practical  restoration  ef  com- 
merce, or,  in  other  words,  the  Union,  through  the  centre  of  our  territory,  from 
our  northern  boundary  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Indications  alreadv  appear,  that  the  work  of  internal  dissolution  is  begun  in 
the  insurgent  confederacy.  Practically,  it  has  lost  all  the  States  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  is  confined  to  the  Atlantic  States,  south  of  Cape  Henry,  and 
the  Gulf  States.  Its  capacity  to  raise  new  levies  and  new  armies,  if  not  ex- 
hausted, is  greatly  diminished. 

The  nation  having  arrived  at  the  point  when  restoration  is  beginning  to  seea 
not  only  possible,  but  necessary,  the  obstacles  presented  by  slavery  seem  the 
only  ones  to  overcome.  These  have  already  become  less  formidable  than  ever 
before.  If  the  King  will  look  at  the  map  I  herewith  send  you,  and  will  notice 
the  local  habitations  of  slavery  in  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  actual 
position  of  our  land  and  naval  forces,  he  will  at  once  perceive  that  it  is  now 
not  in  the  power  of  slavery  to  dictate,  but  it  is  its  interest  to  propose  terms  to 
the  Union.  This  is  entirely  different  from  what  has  heretofore  oeen  uaderstaod 
in  Europe  to  be  the  relative  positions  of  these  two  great  political  forces.  Per- 
severing resistance  by  slavery  is  abolition ;  surrender  by  slavery  is  probably 
equivalent  to  gradual  and  orderly  emancipation. 

I  am  authorized  by  the  President  to  submit  these  views  for  the  consideration 
of  the  King  of  Belgium.  In  performing  this  duty,  I  cannot  omit  to  say  that 
his  Majesty  has,  by  his  disinterested  and  generous  course  towards  the  United 
States,  well  entitled  himself  to  advise  the  government  in  the  present  emergency, 
and  that^his  suggestions  have  been  received  and  considered  in  a  spirit  (^  re- 
spectful and  grateful  affection. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Henrv  S.  Sanford,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^^  fyc.,  BnuseU. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PIPJLOHATIC    COERE8PONDENCE.  1079 

Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  San/brtU 

[Extract] 

No.  106.]  Department  of  Statr, 

Wagkington,  July  13,  1863. 
Sie:  •••••••• 

Sinee  I  last  wrote  you,  it  would  seem  that  the  patience  of  Europe,  in  regard 
to  our  civil  war,  has  heen  again  ahused  by  practices  designed  to  procure  a 
recognition  of  the  insurgents  by  some  of  the  chief  maritime  powers.  Even  at 
this  moment,  we  do  not  know  how  far  the  apprehensions  expressed  on  that 
subject  by  our  representatives  in  London  and  Faris  have  been  confirmed  by 
hostile  developments.  The  next  steamer  must  bring  us  decisive  intelligence, 
showing  that  we  have  occasion  to  practice  with  firmness  the  great  national 
virtue  of  rejecting  foreign  interference,  or  else  that  the  many  alarms  of  that 
sort  which  have  been  so  industriously  sounded  are  entirely  without  foundation. 
In  any  event,  it  is  a  subject  of  congratulation  that  the  great  campaign  in  which 
we  have  been  engaged  has  at  last  been  crowned  with  successes  which,  while 
they  will  undoubtedly  reassure  the  American  people  of  a  satisfactory  issue  of 
the  fearful  contest,  will  also  produce  no  slight  reaction  of  opinion  on  that  subject 
in  £ordgn  countries. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
^  Henry  S.  Sanford,  Esq.,  4^.,  Sfc^  4^<>  BnuteU, 


Mr,  Sanford  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  130.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Brussels,  July  14,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  had,  on  the  10th  instant,  an  audiaice  of  the  King  at  the  palace  of 
Lacken,  to  deliver  the  letter  of  the  President  to  his  Minesty. 

On  presenting  the  letter  I  said  to  his  M^esty  that  the  President,  desiring  to 
manifest  his  appreciation  of  this  new  proof  of  friendly  feelings  towards  the  gov- 
ernment and  people  of  the  United  States,  had  acknowledged  the  reception  of 
the  award  which  his  Majesty  had  given  in  the  Macedonian  case,  by  a  letter 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  deliver  to  his  Majesty. 

The  King  responded  in  the  usual  friendly  and  cordial  spirit  towards  the 
United  States,  which  has  always  marked  my  intenriews,  and  expressed  his 
pleasure  in  contributing  to  continue  and  strengthen  those  friendly  relations  which 
bad  ever  existed  between  the  two  countries.  He  then  referred  to  the  war,  and, 
speaking  with  earnestness  of  his  desire  to  see  peace  estaHished,  expressed  the 
hope  that  an  arrangement  would  be  made  which  should  put  an  end  to  this  de- 
stmetion  of  life  and  resources,  and  enable  the  country  to  resume  its  career  of 
prosperity.  Even  if  peace  were  acquired  only  at  the  cost  of  a  separation,  the 
porthem  States  must  ever  continue  the  dominant  powei*,  he  continued ;  and  was 
it  not  better  to  stop  the  war  now,  even  on  that  condition,  rather  than  continue 
the  straggle  till  complete  exhaustion  ?  He  spoke,  he  said,  in  our  own  interests, 
^d  in  a  spirit  of  friendliness  for  the  United  States.  I  replied,  after  the  many 
proofs  we  had  received  of  his  Majesty's  friendly  feelings  towards  us,  we  could 
We  no  doubt  of  the  disinterestedness  of  his  Maj  sty  in  giving  this  expression 
to  his  views.  We  were  •convinced,  however,  that  the  only  way  to  secure  per- 
DHnent  peace  was  to  suppress  the  rebellion,  by  force  if  necessary,  and  we  still 
thought  we  had  the  strength  to  do  it.  ^  t 
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A  lengthened  conversation  touching  the  United  States  and  the  war  followed, 
in  the  course  of  which,  referring  to  tibe  many  marks  of  respect  which  had  been 
shown  to  him  by  the  people  and  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  his 
intercourse  with  many  of  our  eminent  citizens,  he  spoke  in  terms  of  gratification 
of  the  visit  of  Mr.  Seward  here,  over  three  years  ago,  and  the  enlightened  in* 
terest  then  manifested  by  him  in  the  freedom  of  the  Scheldt,  now  so  happily 
accomplished. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  SANFORD. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  qfStaU,  4^.,  4^.,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Saaford. 


No.  112.]  •  Dbpartmbnt  op  State. 

Wa9hingt(my  September  3,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  despatches  of  August  6  (No.  139)  and  August  11  (No.  140)  have 
been  received. 

Your  proceedings  in  regard  to  William  Cornell  Jewett  are  approved-  If  Mr. 
Sogier  has  reason  to  regret  the  want  of  consideration  towards  tne  United  States 
which  he  manifested  in  giving  audience  to  an  adventurer,  and  introducing  him 
to  his  Majesty  the  King,  we  have  equal  reason  to  regret  that  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  has  not  made  a  better  return  for  the  hospitalities  thus  unde- 
servedly conferred  upon  him.  Both  parties,  however,  may  derive  some  comfort 
from  the  fact,  that,  in  revolutionary  times  like  these,  volunteer  diplomatists  are 
furnished  by  other  countries  than  our  own,  and  are  entertained  at  other  courts, 
as  well  as  that  of  Belgium,  with  results  certainly  as  embarrassing  as  any  that 
have  thus  £Eir  attended  the  self-appointed  mission  of  American  mediators.  For 
my  own  part,  I  have  from  the  first,  with  the  authority  of  the  President,  thought 
it  wise  to  shut  out  from  all  audience  unaccredited  agents  of  friendly  nations, 
an^  hold  no  intercourse  with  subjects  of  foreign  powers  without  frankly  making 
it  known  to  the  proper  ^vemments. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Henry  S.  Sanford,  Esq.,  ifc.,  ifc^  ifc.,  Brussels. 


Mr.  Sanford  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  145.]  OsTEND,  Septemher  4,  1863, 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  circular  despatch,  under  date 
of  the  12th  ultimo,  with  the  accompanying  map.  I  deemed  it  important,  in  tout' 
nexion  with  conversation  with  the  King  previously  reported  to  you,  to  bring 
the  facts  and  conclusions  therein  set  forth  without  delay  oefore  his  Majesty,  and, 
accordingly,  asked  for  an  audience,  which  was  granted  me  to-day. 

After  the  usual  interchange  of  courtesy,  in  reply  to  the  inquiries  of  his  Ma- 
jesty touching  the  progress  of  the  war,  and 'to  the  expression  of  the  hope  that 
it  was  approaching  its  end,  I  said  that  I  had  come,  remembering  the  enlight- 
ened interest  in  our  affairs  he  had  shown  in  previous  interviews,  and  in  con- 
ne  xion  with  a  recent  conversation  reported  to  you,  to  bring  for  his  perusal  a 
recent  despatch,  in  which  you  had  set  forth  with  great  clearness  and  cogency  the 
progress  we  had  made  towards  the  restoration  of  the  authoritv  of  the  govera- 
ment  in  the  rebellious  States,  and  the  expediency,  in  view  of  Uie  early  restoia- 
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tion  of  its  former  commercial  intercourse,  for  Europe  to  leave  us  to  settle  our 
domestic  affairs  without  interference  therein.  The  suppression  of  the  rebellion, 
I  continued,  was  simply  a  question  of  time— how  much  time,  depended  greatlj 
upon  the  action  of  European  powers.  If  this  course  of  giving  aid  by  recogni- 
tion of  belligerent  rights ;  of  aiding  to  injure  our  commerce  oy  countenancing 
the  building  of  vsssels-of-war  to  be  used  by  the  insurgents  to  destroy  our  mer- 
chant ships ;  of  givhig  aid  and  protection  to  these  vessels,  and  even  the  means 
for  continuing  this  nefarious  business ;  of  holding  out  hopes  of  recognition,  &c. ; 
if  these  were  continued,  of  course,  the  war  would  be  prolonged,  and  a  restora- 
tion of  commerce  be  delayed,  in  a  corresponding  degree.  If  the  recognition  of 
belligerent  rights  to  the  insurgents  were  withdrawn,  my  opinion  was,  that  the 
bubble  of  the  confederacy  would  collapse  immediately.  We  considered  it 
would,  in  any  event,  be  soon  pricked  by  the  action  of  our  arms,  and  the  re-ac- 
tion of  the  people,  who  were  beginning  to  perceive  that  they  had  been  led 
astray,  and  wickedly  used,  to  further  the  ambitious  designs  of  a  few  selfish  and 
miserable  politicians.  I  said,  further,  that  in  this  connexion  with  the  subject 
of  supplying  ships-of-war  to  those  in  rebellion  to  the  Union,  1  felt  constrained 
to  say,  as  a  peraonal  opinion,  that  if  it  was  continued  in  England,  if  the  iron- 
clad vceoelo  now  in  process  of  construction  there  were  permitted  to  leave,  it 
seemed  to  me  a  continuation  of  peaceful  relations  with  that  country  would  be 
impossible ;  that  there  was  a  rising  wave  of  indignation  and  hostility  surging 
up  against  Great  Britain  among  our  people,  in  consequence  of  similar  acts,  that 
would,  with  every,  desire  on  the  part  of  the  government  to  keep  the  peace,  be 
h'kely,  in  the  contingency  suggested,  to  culminate  in  an  overwhelming  outburst 
of  feeling  that  would,  in  my  view,  make  war  inevitable.  I  added  that  I  hoped 
eyexj  lover  of  peace  would  aid  to  avert  such  a  calamity,  by  counsel  in  favor  of 
a  course  of  conduct  due  towards  a  friendly  power,  as  well  as  in  the  interests  of 
Oreat  Britain,  who  was  raising  precedents  wnich,  in  the  future,  would  be  likely 
to  be  turned  with  mischievous  results  against  her. 

It  was  difficult,  his  Majesty  replied,  for  neutrals  to  satisfy  either  party,  and 
he  expressed,  in  general  terms,  the  hope  that  there  would  be  no  cause  for  diffi- 
culty. His  Majesty  expressed  surprise  at  the  marked  progress  of  our  arms,  as 
shown  upon  the  map.  He  said  he  hoped  an  early  peace  would  be  arrived  at; 
that  he  had  received  too  many  evidences  of  regard  from  the  United  States  not 
to  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  prosperity,  well-being  and  peace  of  our  country; 
and  it  seemed  to  him  that  some  way  mieht  he  found  for  an  arrangement,  and 
the  avoidance  of  further  bloodshed.  When  two  gentlemen,  he  continued,  had 
fought  gallantly,  and  with  mutual  losses,  it  was  generally  found  that  a  means  of 
settlement  could  be  arrived  at  without  continuing  the  combat  till  one  succumbed; 
and  so,  in  this  case,  would  not  the  feeling  hereafter  be  likely  to  be  less  bitter, 
and  would  there  not  be  more  future  harmony,  were  this  occasion  of  exhaustion 
and  discontent  in  the  south,  to  which  I  had  adverted,  availed  of  to  come  to  an 
Arrangement  by  mutual  compromises  t 

There  was  no  disposition,  I  replied,  to  destroy  the  southern  people,  or  to 
cmsh  or  humiliate  them  unnecessarily.  When  they  expressed  a  desu*e  to  return 
to  their  allegiance,  it  would  be  found,  I  thought,  that  the  return  would  be  made 
as  little  onerous  or  humiliating  as  was  compatible  with  the  future  security  of  the 
State.  A  recent  letter,  written  under  higt  authority,  as  I  believed,  and  pub- 
lished in  North  Carolina,  as  well  as  various  other  indications,  showed  that  the 
people  were  taking  this  question  of  a  return  to  the  Union  into  their  own  hands, 
and  it  was  through  the  people,  not  their  leaders,  that  I  looked  for  a  settlement, 
and  the  restoration  of  peace  over  a  united  country. 

During  a  lenethened^conversation,  his  Majesty  was  reserved  in  the  expression 
of  opinion  touching  the  repeal  of  the  recognition  of  belligerent  rights  to  the 
insurgents,  and  the  building  of  ships-of-war  for  them.  He  expressed  himself 
warmly,  as  touched  by  the  cordial  friendly  spirit  of  your  late  conununications 


1082  IKIPLOHATIC    CORBEdPONDENGEk 

for  him ;  and  in  reply  ^  my  remark,  ^i«4  tbe  ^eelii^  we  ent^rtaiiied  fVur  bim 
were  almost  those  of  affection,  he  said  he  appreciated  this  regard  evinced  foar 
him ;  he  felt  that  it  was  heeanse  we  mtst  know  that  he  songht  to  do  good. 
I  have  the  honor  to  he,  with  great  respect,  voor  anost  ohediont  servant, 

H.  S.  SANFOED, 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  ^  State,  ifc.,  4^*»  4^ 


Mr,  Sa^ford  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  150.]  Legation  op  the  Unitbd  States, 

BrueecU,  September  22,  1863. 

Sir:  In  a  late  conversation  with  Major  General  Bormann,  he  expressed 
opinions  with  respect  to  theose  of  incendiary  shells  for  the  reduction  of  Charlee- 
ton,  which  I  ask^d  him  to  give  me  in  the  form  of  a  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  it  herewith,  believing  that  the  views  of  such  emi- 
nent authority  may  be  interesting,  and  perhaps  usd'ul,  in  response  to  partisan 
efforts  to  excite  odium  abroad,  on  the  ground  of  tbe  "barhajrity"  of  the  govern- 
ment in  its  conduct  of  the  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  reMect»  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  8.  SANFORD. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State,  Sfc„  ^e.,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  San^d. 


No.  116.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  September  28,  18G3. 

Sir  :  I  have  submitted  to  the  Present  your  despatch  of  the  4th  of  8q>tna- 
ber,  No.  145.  The  representations  you  have  made  to  his  Majesty,  as  thersis 
expressed,  seem  to  have  be<m  discreet  and  proper ;  and  the  liberal  and  friendly 
sentiments  he  expressed  in  reply  are  cordially  appreciated. 

If  we  do  not  mistake,  the  civil  war  ia  now  becoming  so  ruinous  to  those  who 
began  it  reoklesslvi  and  without  just  cause,  as  to  induce  anxious  consideration 
about  the  probable  result.  This  is  not  snbmasion,  nor  is  it  reconciliation,  but 
it  is  the  first  stage  on  the  road  to  peace.  As  we  advance  to  meet  the  problea 
of  reconciliation,  many  of  its  difficulties,  which,  at  a  distance,  seem  so  serioiis 
as  to  create  divisions  among  the  friends  of  the  Union,  may  be  expected  to  dis- 
appear. Prudence,  therefore,  requires  that  we  should  not  prematurely  engage 
in  the  discussion  of  them. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Henry  8.  Sanford,  Sfc.,  8fc,,  tfc 
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TURKEY. 


Mr,  Morris  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extracts.] 

No.  35.]  Lbgation  of  thb  Umtbd  Statbs  of  America, 

Constantinople^  November  11,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  bav6  tbe  boaor  to  acknowledge  tbe  receipt  of  despatch  No.  38.  I  am 
gratified  to  learn  from  that  despatch  that  my  conduct  in  the  recent  missionary 
murder  cases  has  been  approvea  hj  the  President,  and  that  the  complaints  made 
on  that  subject  by  Dr.  Anderson  have  been  recognised  as  onjtnt. 

There  is  no  American  mission  which  is  snrrouikded  with  greater  embarrasc^ 
ments  than  the  one  of  which  I  have  chai^.  The  government  of  the  interior 
of  the  empire  being  intrusted  to  the  governors  of  the  provinces,  the  maintenance 
4f  law  and  order  depends  almost  exdusively  (m  them.  As,  unfortunately,, 
these  officers  are  selected  less  for  their  peculiar  fitness  for  such  appointments 
than  for  their  qualities  as  courtiers,  or  as  a  reward  for  successful  intrigue,  good 
government  in  the  provinces  is  a  mere  chance.  At  a  distance  from  the  seat  of 
sovereign  authority,  and  enjoying  absplute  control  withm  thdr  pachalies^  the 
governors  exercise  a  most  deapotic  sway.  Often  iikej  stimuli^  to  outrages,  if 
they  can  profit  by  them,  and  accept  bribes  for  the  protection  of  crime.  They 
sometimes  exact  fi'om  the  people  we  double  amount  of  the  taxes  levied  on  their 
provinces,  appropriating  to  themselves  the  extra  half. 

When  the  government  of  a  province  is  corrupt  BJtdL  lax,  crime  runs  riot,  the 
highways  become  infested  with  robbers,  and  there  is  but  little  security  for  life 
and  property.  Foreigners  resident  in  or  travelling  through  these  districts  be* 
come  exposed  to  all  kinds  of  molestation  and  violence.  When  a  foreign  legation 
reports  tiiese  acts  to  the  Porte,  H  often  finds  that  some  court  influence  is  bi-ought 
to  bear  to  protect  the  governor,  to  shield  him  from  the  incriminations  directed 
against  him,  or  that  all  kinds  of  pretexts  are  sought  to  stifle  investigation  into 
bis  acts.  The  governor,  if  he  is  cidled  upon  by  the  Porte  for  an  explanation 
of  his  conduct,  sends  back  a  bold  denial  of  the  charges,  or  some  cunning  jusd" 
fleadon,  which  is  forwarded  to  the  l^ation  as  a  sati^actory  answer.  At  this 
stage  of  proceedings  it  is  difficult  to  know  what  ot^r  course  to  take  than  to  d^ 
nand  absolutely  and  peremptorily  the  removal  af  the  governor  from  office^ 
This  I  have  been  obliged  to  do  in  two  cases,  and  have  succeeded,  with  great 
difficulty.  As  I  cannot  influence  the  appointment  of  a  governor,  I  can  only 
hold  him  to  the  strict  dischai^  of  his  duty,  so  &r  as  American  citizens  are 
concerned.  This  is  done  through  the  medium  of  vizeriid  letters,  which  in  all 
necessary  cases  I  make  a  formsl  request  for  and  obtain.  The  next  step— and 
this  is  the  most  difficult  of  all — is  to  see  that  these  orders  are  promptly  and 
^y  obeyed.  Unless  I  have  a  consular  or  special  agent  resident  at  the  pro* 
▼hicial  capital,  it  is  difficult  to  ei^orce  the  governor  to  the  performance  of  his 

duhr. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  statement,  that  it  is  a  very  diflbrent  thing  to  have  to 
deal  with  such  a  hydra-headed  government,  and  with  one  which  is  moved  from 
a  common  centre,  where  lies  all  the  power  and  directing  force  and  executive 
anthority.  To  this  add  the  prejudices  of  race  and  religion,  more  obstinate  and 
violent  in  this  empire  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  world,  and  the  fear  which 
i^ways  exists  with  the  Porte  of  exciting  civil  war  betwfcn  neighbs^g^iitdcJiiL. 
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of  opposite  faiths,  and  some  idea  may  be  had  of  the  vexatious  embarrassmenti 
which  sarromid  a  foreign  minister  who  has  to  deal  with  the  government  of  such 
a  country. 

It  is  next  to  impossible  for  anj  one  to  properly  discharge  his  duties  as  Ameri- 
can minister  here  who  is  not  conversant  with  Italian  and  French,  as  English  is 
not  spoken  by  any  of  the  cabinet  ministers,  and  is  almost  unknown  in  society 
outside  of  commercial  circles.  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  study  and  acquire 
Turkish.  In  no  country  are  so  many  different  languages  spoken,  and  nowhere 
are  linguistic  attainments  so  indispensable  to  the  proper  understanding  and 
prosecution  of  diplomatic  business. 

The  cultivation  of  cotton  is  increasing  rapidly  in  this  empire.  The  crop  of 
cotton  in  Asia  Minor  in  1861  amounted  to  fifteen  thousand  bales,  and  it  is  esti- 
mated that  the  crop  of  1862  in  that  part  of  the  empire  will  reach,  if  not  exceed, 
sixty  thousand  bales.    Great  efforts  are  also  making  to  extend  its  cultivation  in 

the  region  around  Adrianople. 

•  ••••••# 

The  Porte  has  recently  found  it  necessarv  to  establish  a  censorship  on  books, 
periodicals,  and  newspapers  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom.  This  apparently  harsh 
measure  has,  in  its  opinion,  been  rendered  necessary  by  the  active  anti-Ottomaa 
and  anti-Mussulman  propaganda  being  made  in  the  empire  among  the  Greek 
.population,  under  the  auspices  of  Russia,  and  Greeks  resident  in  other  coantriet. 

•  ••••••• 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  JOT  MORRIS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^ 

Secretary  of  State,  Sfc,,  4^*,  ^. 


Mr.  Morris  to  Mr.  Setoard, 


No.  36.]  Legation  of  thb  United  States  of  America, 

Cotutantinople,  November  27,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  two  communications  from  the  Porte.  That 
relative  to  the  establishment  of  a  censorship  on  books,  pamphlets,  &c.,  has  been 
dictated  by  the  active  politico-religious  propaganda  which  has  recently  beeo 
.introduced  into  the  empire  under  foreign  auspices,  having  for  its  object  the  over- 
throw of  both  the  national  religion  and  the  government. 

In  the  month  of  April  last  tne  ambassadors  of  France  and  Russia  addressed 
«  note  to  the  Porte,  asking  for  the  fulfilment  of  that  clause  of  the  Hatti  Huma- 
youm  of  1856  which  promised  the  concession  of  the  right  of  holding  real  estate 
to  foreigners.  Under  the  present  system^no  foreigner  can  hold  such  property  m 
his  own  name,  and  is  obliged  to  procure  an  Ottoman  subject  to  act  in  his  behalf. 
The  title  deeds  are  drawn  up  exclusively  in  the  name  of  the  Turkish  subject, 
and  the  foreigner's  name  does  not  appear  at  all.  He  must  defend  his  rights 
through  the  name  of  the  nominal  proprietor,  the  P^rte  and  its  tribunals  invariably 
revising  to  recognize  a  foreigner  in  any  question  concerning  the  proprietorship 
of  landed  property.  The  instances  are  not  rare  in  which  the  nominal  owner  has 
assumed  to  be  the  real  owner,  and  much  vexatious  litigation  has  been  the  con- 
sequence. 

The  interference  of  this  and  other  legations  in  behalf  of  the  interests  of  their 
respective  clients  covered  by  this  nominal  ownership,  is  always  done  m  an  un- 
official manner,  any  official  claim  of  interference  being  uniformly  resisted,  •« 
impugning  the  prerogatives  of  the  Porte.  Property  held  by  such  an  uncertain 
tenure  cannot  be  regarded  as  very  secure.  Efforts  have  consequently  been  made 
at  various  periods  to  plrocure  for  foreigners  the  absolute  right^of  ^roperty»  bat 
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thus  &r  withoQt  saoeesB.  Should  it  ever  be  granted,  it  will  induce  a  great  emi- 
gration into  the  empire ;  bnt  it  will  result  disastrouslj  to  the  Ottoman  ascend- 
ancy, as  the  Christians  would  not  only  soon  outnumber  the  Mussulman  popula- 
tioD,  but  would  gather  into  their  hands  the  larger  part  of  the  rich  agricultural 
districts. 

The  Porte  has  recently  replied  to  the  note  of  the  ambassadors  on  this  subject, 
announcing  its  willingness  to  grant  this  right  of  property  on  condition  of  the 
surrender  of  all  the  privileges  accorded  to  foreign  residents  by  the  capitulations, 
and  of  their  being  placed  on  exactly  the  same  footing  as  Ottoman  subjects  as 
property  holders.  Unless  this  discussion  shall  result  in  some  compromise,  of 
which  there  is  no  immediate  prospect,  this  most  desirable  concession  is  not 
likely  soon  to  be  made.  I  have  not  felt  myself  at  liberty  to  take  any  other 
action  on  this  question,  as  it  is  one  which  can  only  be  really  determined  between 
the  Porte  and  the  five  Great  Powers,  except  that  of  at  various  times  verbally 
expressing  to  the  Grand  Vizier  and  Ali  Pacha  the  gratification  which  such  a 
concession  would  give  to  my  own  government,  showing  at  the  same  time  what 
immense  benefits  we  have  derived  fiom  the  encouragement  of  emigration,  stimu- 
lated by  the  easy  acquisition  of  property  in  the  United  States. 

In  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  new  treaties  of  commerce  between 
Turkey  and  the  United  States  and  other  powers,  the  ancient  duty  of  derbent,  or 
tax  on  all  goods  passing  through  certain  mountain  defiles  of  the  empire,  has  been 
abolished,  both  on  those  imported  and  those  destined  for  exportation.  This  tax 
increased  the  price  of  certain  articles  of  commerce  to  an  injurious  degree. 

Prince  Nicholas  of  Montenegro  having  protested  against  the  erection  of  block- 
houses on  the  military  road  being  openea  through  that  country  by  the  Porte, 
and  threatening  armed  resistance  if  persisted  in,  the  Porte  has  refused  to  listen 
to  his  protest,  and  announces  its  determination  to  suppress  any  such  resistance 
with  the  utmost  rigor. 

The  sentence  of  the  court  at  Adrianople  condemning  to  death  the  three  assas- 
sins of  Rev.  Mr.  Merriam  not  having  been  acted  on  as  promptly  as  I  thought  it 
ought  to  have  been,  I  addressed  a  note  to  Ali  Pacha  on  the  subject,  and  followed 
it  up  with  a  personal  interview.  The  result  has  been  that  the  sentence  was  last' 
week  confirmed  by  the  supreme  council,  and  is  now  submitted  to  the  Sultan  for 
his  sanction.  His  Majesty  will  undoubtedly  approve  it.  Such  has*  been  the 
wholesome  terror  inspired  by  the  recent  execution  at  Adana,  that  when  a  party 
of  travellers  was  since  attacked  by  brigands  in  that  vicinity,  on  learning  there 
were  Franks  in  the  party,  the  robbers  immediately  desisted  from  their  intended 
acts  of  violence.  The  rapidity  and  certainty  of  the  administration  of  justice  in 
these  cases  has  given  rise  to  the  remark  that  American  life  in  this  empire  is 
defended  with  more  vigor  than  usually  characterizes  the  action  of  foreign  repre- 
sentatives in  such  cases.  The  respect  entertained  for  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  and  its  present  liberal  and  energetic  administration  by  the  Porte, 
leads  it  to  do  for  us  what  it  would  but  indifferently  perform  for  others.  Not- 
withstanding our  domestic  troubles,  it  is  pleasing  to  see  this  respect  and  good 
will  not  only  unabated,  but  rather  increased. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  JOT  MORRIS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  qf  State,  Washington. 


[TranslatioD .] 

SuBLiMH  Porte,  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

No.  6347-80 ;  November  12,  1862. 
Sir  :  By  its  note  of  the  8th  Chaban  1275,  the  Sublime  Porte  established  the 
formalities  which  the  imperial  marine  and  the  land  aiithorities  would  folfil  on 
the  occasion  of  the  anniversary  of  friendly  and  allied  sovereigns.     Certain  points 
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of  tbeir  formalities  being  in  oontradietion  with  the  maritiaie  regnlations  of  tbe 
empire,  I  now  beg  leave  to  notify  them,  ao  as  to  avoid  any  miannderatanding  or 
contravention  in  regard  to  them  hereafter. 

Armed  vessels  carrying  less  than  ten  guns  are  dispensed  from  firing  salates 
the  day  of  the  f^te  of  a  foreign  sovereign,  and  are  not  bound  to  be  decked  with 
flags,  except  in  case  where  a  vessel-of-warof  this  sovereign  is  in  the  same  port 

Having  brought  this  notification  to  the  knowledge  or  the  authorities  of  the 
Sublime  Porte  in  the  maritime  provinces  of  the  empire,  I  beg  you,  sir,  to  be  lo 
good  as  to  communicate  the  same  to  the  consnktes  of  your  government,  whom 
It  may  mterest. 

Accept,  sir,  I  beg  you  also,  the  assurances  of  my  prop^  consideration. 

ALL 

Mr.  MoRRi8> 

Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  of  America, 


[Translation] 


Sublime  Pobtb,  Departmbnt  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

No.  6346-79;  Novetnber  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  introduction  into  Turkey  of  books,  pamphlets,  and  periodical  or 
quotidian  publications,  having  acquired  a  very  important  increase,  it  was  natural 
that  the  imperial  government  should  adopt  the  means  of  subjecting  it  to  a  sys- 
tem of  examination,  for  ^the  purpose  of  arresting  the  distribution  of  subv^sivs 
writings.  Consequently,  orders  have  been  given  to  all  the  authorities  of  tbe 
cities  on  the  seaboard,  and  the  frontiers  of  the  empire,  to  institute  an  exam- 
ination, by  special  agents,  of  all  the  books  and  other  publications  of  a  periodical 
or  quotidian  character,  which  shall  have  been  deposited  on  their  entrance  to  the 
custom-house  bureau.  After  this  examination  they  will  allow  the  writings  to 
circulate  which  do  not  appear  injurious  to  public  order,  whilst  those  which  are 
deemed  of  a  nature  to  falsify  opinion,  and  sow  seeds  of  discord,  will  be  retained. 

I  consider  it  useless,  sir,  to  enter  into  particularities  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing  what  is  legitimate  and  urgent  in  this  measure,  the  greater  number  of  other 
states  having  considered  it  necessarry  to  practice  it  in  their  territory.  I  must 
therefore  limit  myself  to  the  request  that  you  be  so  good  as  to  give  instmctwns 
on  the  subject  to  the  consulates  under  your  authority  in  the  ports  and  frontier 
towns  of  the  empire,  so  that  they  may,  in  turn,  make  it  known  to  their  citiaena* 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  perfect  consideration. 

ALL 

Ur.  Morris, 

MiniHer.  Resident  ^the  United  States  of  America, 


Mr,  Morris  to  Mr,  Setoard* 


No.  37.]  Legation  of  the  United  Statbs  of  America, 

Constantinople,  December  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  printed  translation  of  the  answer  of  the 
minister  of  foreign  affaire  to  the  note  of  the  ambassadors  of  the  Great  Powers, 
on  the  subject  of  the  rights  of  foreigners  to  own  real  property  in  Turkey.  This 
note  confirms  the  observation  which  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  on  this  question 
in  despatch  No.  36. 

I  aUo  enclose  a  correspondence  with  the  consul  at  Beirut,  on  a  case  which  is 
connected  with  this  question.    The  "helpers"  of  the  nasaionaries  are  natiTa 
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preachers,  converted  by  them  to  Protestantism,  and,  for  the  most  part,  origi- 
nally Americans.  The  Porte  is  daUy  growing  more  jealous  of  the  interference 
of  foreign  legations  in  the  affairs  of  Ottoman  subjects,  and  it  requires  great 
pnidence  not  to  offend  its  sensibilities  on  this  subject.  By  the  existing  treaties 
the  United  States  agents  in  Turkey  are  expressly  restrained  from  protecting 
Ottoman  subjects  not  in  the  employment  of  the  legation  or  consulates. 

The  native  Protestants  are  recognized  as  a  distinct  religions  fraternity  in  th« 
empire,  and  as  such  choose,  by  authority  of  the  Porte,  an  A^a,  or  chief,  who 
is  the  organ  through  whom  they  communicate  with  the  Turkish  government. 
The  Porte  acts  with  the  same  deference  and  regard  to  the  representatives  of  this, 
the  smallest  religions  fraternity  in  the  empire,  as  towards  the  millions  of  Greeks 
represented  by  their  patriarch  at  Constantinople. 

For  some  time  the  Turkish  government  has  had  under  consideration  the  q«e8* 
tion  of  the  creation  of  a  government  bank.  The  utility  of  such  an  institution 
in  ^ding  the  financial  operations  of  the  government,  in  regulating  the  exchanges, 
and  in  furnishing  a  paper  chrreney  of  equal  value  in  all  parts  of  the  empire, 
has  become  so  apparent  of  late  that  the  Porte  has  resolved  to  create  a  national 
bank.     The  plan  is  matured,  but  not  yet  published. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  JOY  MORRIS. 

Hon  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  O. 

P.  S. — ^As  an  example  of  the  ktsecurity  of  life  and  property  on  the  roads  of 
the  interior  of  the  empire,  and  to  show  that  others,  as  well  aa  Americans,  suffer 
firom  this  cause,  I  bee  to  mention  the  fact  of  the  robbery  of  Baghir  Bey,  an 
agent  of  the  Persian  minister,  on  his  way  from  this  place  to  Teheran,  with  jew- 
elry to  the  value  of  1,500,000  piastres,  purchased  for  the  Schah  of  Persia  by 
the  ministei  on  a  recent  visit  to  Paris*  The  Bey  was  assailed  by  robbers  near 
the  frontier  beyond  Erzeroum,  robbed  of  his  despatches  and  jewels,  and  killed. 
The  robbers  have  escaped. 


Mr.  Morrm  to  Mr.  Jofmaom. 

I^GAnoR  or  THB  Umno  Btxra  or  AimitoA, 

OnuUmtmopU,  Novtmbtr  2ii,  186S« 

Stm :  I  have  had  tbe  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  14th  Instint,  reporting  the  con* 
duct  of  bii  excellency  Achir  P«icha,  govenior  of  liorasb,  in  relation  to  a  huu.Ne  p  mpeflsod  by 
Me«rs.  Ooodftle  &  White,  in  the  name  of  on  Ottoman  subject,  for  the  use  of  their  helper, 
who,  I  suppoeo,  is  also  a  subject  of  the  Sultan,  and  have  brought  the  caM  before  the  min* 
kter  of  foreign  affairs  for  hid  consideration. 

The  present  iiicident,  which  I  greatly  regret,  fumiiihes  me  with  an  occasion  to  Inform  you 
that  the  Ottoman  government  firmly  refuses  to  all  foreigners  the  rights  of  possessing  real 
estate  in  their  own  names,  and  Is  as  strongly  indisposed  to  allow  any  privileges  or  distinc- 
tions in  favor  of  property  which  they  may  acquire  in  a  fictitious  manner.  The  interference 
of  the  legation  in  (uch  cases  must  therefore  be  entirely  officious,  and  great  discretion  is 
required,  so  as  not  to  excite  the  sensibilities  of  the  Porte. 

I  must  also  ikdd,  that  the  Ottoman  government  dues  not  admit  that  the  employment  of 
its  subjects  by  private  foreigners  in  Turkey  gives  to  the  former  any  foreign  protection,  or  in 
aay  manner  releases  tb^m  from  their  proper  subjection.  It  is  only  when  temporarily  In 
Uie  employ  of  the  foreign  legations  and  consulates  that  they  enjoy  their  protection. 

The  bouKe  in  question  is  officially  owned  and  occupied  by  an  Ottoman  sulj^ct,  and  Is 
therefore  wholly  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  local  authorities.  I  hope  that  the  friendly 
intercession  of  the  legation  will,  however.  Induce  the  Porte  to  address  such  an  order  to  his 
exciiliency  Achir  Pacha  as  will  cause  him  to  release,  under  the  circumstances,  the  American 
gentlemen  from  the  Inconvenience  complained  of. 
I  liave  the  honor,  &c., 

K.  JOY  MORRIB. 

J.AW   JomiWH,  Digitized  by  GoOQIc 

Vmted  Statu  Omtid,  BeiruL  O 
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Mr.  Mtuon  to  Mr.  Morria, 

UmTKD  Btatb  CoxfDLAn, 

jBftntf,  Syria,  Nooember  14,  1862. 

8iR'  I  hare  tbe  honor  to  Inform  yon  that  I  hare  this  morning  received  a  commnnicatioB 
from  the  American  missionaries  in  Marasb,  relative  to  an  outrage  committed  upon  them 
personally,  and  in  the  person  of  their  employ^,  by  the  new  governor  of  Marash,  Achir  Facfaa, 
of  which  the  following  is  an  extract: 

'*  Three  years  ago,  at  a  cost  of  one  hundred  ponnds,  we  purchased  a  house  for  the  use  of 
our  helper,  the  acting  pastor  of  a  large  Protestant  church  here.  Yesterday  morning,  witln 
out  any  previous  warning,  the  helper  and  his  wife  were  ejected  forcibly  ftrom  the  hooM, 
that  it  might  be  made  a  hcspital  for  the  soldiers.  Dr.  Gkxxlale  immediately  waited  oti  Aditr 
Pacha,  but,  without  suffering  a  word  of  explanation,  with  anger  and  rage  he  ordered  him 
from  liis  presence.  This  morning  Mr.  White  called,  represented  that  the  house  was  oor 
own,  bought  with  our  own  money,  and  for  a  specific  purpose,  and  that  there  was  an  abon- 
dance  of  as  good  houses  in  the  vicinity.  Achir  Pacha  replied  that  the  deed  of  the  hoMd 
was  in  the  name  of  a  native.  For  this  reason  he  had  a  right  to  take  it,  and  iot  this  same 
reason  he  could  take  the  houses  in  which  we  live,  and 'would  do  so  if  necessary ;  and  he 
threatened  to  make  us  smart  in  future  for  not  having  considered  it  a  high  privilege  to  receive 
the  King's  soldiers. 

"The  Pacha's  whole  deportment  is  tyrannical  an  I  insulting  in  the  extreme,  and,  accord- 
ing to  his  own  words,  we  may  any  day  be  ejected  from  our  homes.  Has  tbe  Pacha  a  right 
to  seise  the  house  of  a  foreigner  when  there  is  an  abundance  of  eligible  houses  in  the  vidnity  ? 
Has  he  the  light  to  drive  from  his  presence  a  peaceful  American  resident,  without  even 
hearing  his  petition?" 

The  letter,  of  which  the  above  is  an  extract,  is  dated  Marash,  October  11, 1862,  and  oon- 
cludes  with  tbe  prayer  that  an  order  may  be  obtained  commanding  that  their  house  be 
restored  to  them,  and  that  the  Pacha  be  made  to  apologise  to  Messrs.  White  and  Gkwdaie, 
the  signers  of  the  letter,  for  his  unwarrantable  and  insulting  conduct  toward  them. 
I-  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  AUG.  JOHNSOK. 

E.  Jot  Morris,  Esq., 

Uniitd  States  MinitUr  Mendentf  ChntlantmopU, 


Ibreignen  and  (hi  righU  if  ffcperiy  in  Turkey* 

A  French  Journal  publishes  the  following  as  the  reply  of  All  Pacha  to  the  recent  note  of 
the  foreign  representatives  on  the  subject  of  the  rights  of  fureigners  to  own  real  property  in 
the  empire: 

SuBina  Ports,  OdUiber  3,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  minister  for  foreign  affidrs  to  his  Majesty  the  Sultan,  has  had  the  honar 
to  receive  and  to  submit  to  his  august  master  the  collective  note  which  their  excellencks 
the  representatives  of  the  Great  Powers  have  addressed  him  in  reference  to  the  question  of 
foreign  subjects  holding  real  property  in  the  Ottoman  empire.  The  undersigned,  by  order 
of  his  Imperial  Majesty  the  Sultan,  hereby  declares  to  their  excellencies,  that  the  imperial 
government  does  not  hesitate  to  recognize  its  proclamation  some  time  ago  on  the  subject ; 
and  will  also  add,  that  even  issued  without  the  existence  of  such  a  circumstance,  he  would 
consider  himself  happy  to  be  able  to  solve  a  question  which  appears  to  be  destined  to  pro- 
duce great  benefit  for  Turkey,  as  well  as  to  increase  its  relations  with  Europe.  But  the 
representatives  are  not  ignorant  of  the  motives  which  have,  up  to  the  present,  delayed  this 
result.  They  are  also  aware  that  the  Sublime  Porte  has  always  affirmed  that  it  will  only 
grant  to  foreign  subjects  the  right  of  possessing  real  property,  under  certain  conditions. 

The  government  of  the  Sultan  desires  to  act  towards  other  nations  according  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  most  civilized  people.  In  return,  it  considers  it  its  right,  and  as  due  to  Its 
dignity  and  preservation,  to  invoke  the  same  principles  on  its  own  behalf.  It  is  well 
known  in  what  a  situation  I'urkey  .was  when  its  relations  with  Europe  commenced.  A 
few  foreign  merchants,  completely  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  population,  resided  Ife 
the  seaports  of  the  Levant.  They  had  hardly  anything  to  do  with  the  natives,  and  were 
entirely  devoted  to  wholesale  trade.  The  Ottoman  government  granted  them  privtteges 
which  the  state  of  society  in  which  they  lived,  and  the  customs  and  habits  of  that  time,  liad 
rendered  necessary ;  but  what  existed  then  has  given  place  to  a  state  of  things  completely 
different.    Europe  has  changed,  and  Turkey  is  no  more  what  she  was.    The  relations  be- 
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tween  her  aod  Earope  are  no  longer  the  same.  Everything,  then,  is  changed,  except  thote 
antiquated  capitulations  which  are  often  put  forward  in  order  to  justify  pretensions  incom- 
patible with  the  present  system,  and  of  such  a  nature  as  to  render  impossible  the  regular 
coarse  of  the  government. 

Foreign  subjects  are,  io  Tirtne  of  the  said  capitnUitions,  only  subject  to  their  own  author- 
ities. It  follows,  then,  that  in  the  provincea  of  the  empire  there  are  as  many  police  admin- 
istrations, as  many  tribunals  governed  by  diflfereut  laws,  as  there  are  consulates.  Conse- 
qoently,  in  any  police  matter,  as  well  as  everything  relating  to  judicial,  fioaociai  and  other 
Administrations,  the  hand  of  the  governmeot  is  paralysed  in  the  name  of  this  irregularity. 
The  great  inconvenience  arising  from  such  an  extraordinary  state  of  things,  the  insurmount- 
able obstacles  opposed  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  wishes  of  the  Sultan  to  have  order  and 
r«galarity  in  all  branches  of  the  aimiolHtration,  are  too  evident  to  require  enumeration 
here,  and  the  extent  of  which  cannot  be  more  fully  appreciated  by  any  one  than  by  those 
oo  who  mthe  responsibility  of  the  governmeot  of  the  empire  rests.  The  undersigned  is 
persuaded  that  if  the  representatives  who  signed  the  collective  note  would  take  into  consid- 
eration the  preceding  observations,  they  will  admit  that,  as  long  as  such  a  state  of  things 
exists,  it  must  be  impostdble  for  the  Sublime  Porte  to  adopt  the  course  on  wliich  they  ad- 
vise it  to  enter.  In  fact,  how  can  it  gront  the  right  of  establishing  themselves  as  proprie- 
ion  to  populations  who  do  not  recognise  its  authority  or  its  laws,  and  who  do  not  submit 
to  the  obligations  to  which  the  subjects  of  his  Imperial  Majesty,  the  Sultan,  are  thems.'lves 
subordinated,  but  to  their  own  foreign  tribunals  f  Everywhere  else,  where  strangers  enjoy 
the  privilege  of  possesriiog  property,  they  are  subjected  to  the  police,  to  the  laws  and  tribu- 
nals of  the  nation  amooogst  which  they  reside  ;  they  p&y  the  same  taxes  as  the  people  of 
that  nation, and  they  do  not  expect  to  be  treated  more  favorably  than  its  own  subjects. 

The  necessity  and  legitinuicy  of  modifying  the  capitulations  has  been  solemnly  recognised 
by  the  Qreat  Powers  who  signed  the  treaty  of  the  3Uth  March,  1856,  and  has  been  solemnly 
expressed  in  one  of  the  protocols  of  the  Coog^rests  of  Paris.  In  consequence,  the  undersigned 
feels  himself  justified  in  repeating  that  the  government  remains  faithful  to  the  promise 
made  at  the  conclusion  of  that  treaty,  to  deal  with  this  question  as  soon  as  the  legtslation 
which  governs  foreign  subjects  in  l^irkey  shall  have  undergone  such  changes  as  are  required 
by  present  circumstances.  According  to  the  opinion  of  the  Sublime  Forte,  the  following 
three  points  must  form  the  basis  of  the  revision  for  that  end : 

1st  The  integral  payment,  by  strangers  resident  in  Turkey,  of  all  taxes  and  imposts  to 
which  Ottoman  subjects  are  subjected. 

2d.  What  authority  should  the  Sublime  Porte  exercise  over  them  ? 

8d.  Are  there  any  advantages  that  could  be  granted  them  in  return  for  the  obligations 
they  will  have  to  accept  ? 

The  undersigned  cannot  omit  to  say,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  government  will  neglect 
nothing  in  order  that  the  laws  to  which  strangers  will  be  subjected  shall  offer  all  the  most 
desirable  guarantees.  It  is  equally  to  be  observed  that  the  obtainment  of  all  the  immu- 
nities (to  be)  aceorded  to  foreign  subjects,  and  which  would  not  be  in  direct  opposition  to 
their  new  position,  wuuld  not  be  an  affi&ir  of  a  stroke  of  the  pen,  nor  of  immediate  accom- 
plishment,  since  it  would  be  out  of  the  question  to  grant  them  all  the  privileges  enjoyed 
by  Utttive  subjects  of  the  Porte.  The  undeisigned  avails  himself  of  this  ocoision  to  repeat 
to  his  excellency  the  assurance  of  his  high  consideration. 

ALI. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Morris. 
[Extracts.] 


No.  42.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtojiy  December  8,  1862. 
SiE:  Tour  despatch  of  November  6  (No.  33)  has  been  received.  The  Presi- 
dent regrets  the  delay  which  has  occurred  in  the  execution  of  the  sentence 
which  was  passed  upon  the  three  assassins  of  the  lat^  Rev.  Mr.  Merriam.  He 
confides,  however,  in  the  justice  of  the  Sultan,  and  relies  upon  your  assurances 
of  diligent  efforts  to  secure  the  necessary  vindication  of  the  rights  and  digni^ 
of  die  United  States. 

The  information  concerning  the  condition  of  the  Sultan's  health,  which  701L 
59  3,  -'-—y  c^— 
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have  ^ven  me>  excites  mncli  interest.  His  reign  has  been  regarded  here  as  a 
wise,  beneficent  and  auspicious  one.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  maj  not  be 
suddenly  arrested. 

You  will  accept  my  acknowledgments  for  the  interesting  exposition  yofi  have 
made  of  the  pcmtical  situation  in  Greece,  which  is  ever,  here,  a  subject  of  pro- 
found inquiry. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
E.  Joy  Morris,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  Constantinople, 


Mr.  Morris  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Extract.] 

No.  38.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  op  America, 

Constantinople,  December  11,  1862. 
gi](.  •••••••• 

A  few  days  since  I  waited  on  Ali  Pacha,  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  and 
communicated  to  him  the  President's  congratulations  on  the  restoration  of  peace 
and  order  in  the  troubled  provinces  of  the  empire,  and  also  his  assurances  of  his 
appreciation  of  the  promptness  and  vigor  which  the  Ottoman  government  had 
exercised  in  bringing  to  punishment  the  assassins  of  the  Bev.  Mr.  Merriam  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Goffing. 

His  highness  received  these  declarations  of  friendship  and  gratitude  with  un- 
usual emotion  and  gratification.  He  said  the  government  of  his  Majesty  the 
Sultan  cherished  a  sincere  friendship  for  the  United  States;  that  it  always 
desired  to  cultivate  the  most  friendly  relations  with  the  United  States,  and 
would  avail  itself  of  every  occasion  to  manifest  the  sincerity  of  its  good  will; 
that  what  had  been  done  in  the  murder  cases  had  been  done  not  only  under  a 
sense  of  duty,  but  also  with  a  desire  to  show  to  the  President  the  vigor  and 
impartiality  of  Ottoman  justice  in  the  vindication  of  the  security  of  American 
life  in  the  Turkish  empire.  He  desired  me  to  convey  to  the  President  his 
earnest  wishes  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Union  and  prosperity  of  the  American 
republic. 

I  am  enabled,  sir,  at  last  to  inform  you  that  the  sentence  of  death  pronounced 
against  the  three  assassins  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Merriam  by  the  court  of  Adrianople, 
after  having  been  confirmed  by  the  supreme  council  of  justice,  has  received  the 
sanction  of  the  Sultan.  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  stimulate  action  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  the  result  has  been,  that  instead  of  lying  for  weeks  unacted  upon  iu 
the  cabinet  of  the  Sultan,  it  received  his  approbation  within  forty-eight  hoars 
after  it  reached  him.  The  Turkish  government,  both  metropolitan  and  provin- 
cial, has  nobly  done  its  duty  in  this  case. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  JOY  MORRIS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WashiTigton,  D,  C. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Morris, 


No.  43.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  December  13,  1862. 
Sir:  Tour  despatch  of  November  11  (No.  35)  has  been  received  and  is 
approved.    The  account  of  the  fiscal  condition  of  th^.^Tl^l^^'Qpmt.vl^ 
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von  have  furnisbecl,  is  very  interestiDg,  and  your  exposition  of  judicial  admin- 
istration in  the  various  provinces  is  painfully  so. 

All  the  vast  success  and  prosperity  which  the  United  States  have  so  long 
eDJoyed  has  not  been  realized  without  drawing  something  from  the  elements  of 
civilization  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  We  are  now  beginning  to  have  expe- 
rience of  the  operation  of  the  same  inflexible  laws  which  have  reduced  states 
abroad  in  order  that  our  own  might  flourish. 

The  decline  of  the  cotton  culture  in  the  United  States  is  an  unavoidable  result 
of  the  war.  But  is  there  not  some  very  valuable  instructions  in  the  fact  that 
the  cotton  culture  is  reviving  so  rapidly  in  Turkey  ?  I  wish  that  our  insurgent 
citizens  would  allow  themselves  time  to  think  that  the  way  of  wisdom,  at  least 
in  the  present  age,  is  the  path  of  peace. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

E.  Joy  Morris,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Spc,,  Constantinople, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  MorrU. 


No.  44.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  December  31,  1862. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  November  21  (No.  36)  was  received. 
The  views  you  have  submitted  concerning  that  part  of  the  Hatti  Humayoum 
of  1856,  which  promised  a  concession  to  aliens  to  hold  real  estate  in  Turkey, 
seem,  at  this  distance  from  the  place  where  the  argument  thereupon  is  going  on, 
to  be  judicious  and  proper » 

The  President  learns  with  satisfaction  that  the  severe  proceedings  against  the 
assassins  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Merriam,  which  it  baa  been  your  duty  to  invoke,  are 
likely  to  be  carried  to  a  full  completion,  and  that  a  greater  safety  of  the  lives  of 
American  citizens  throughout  the  empire  has  already  resulted  from  them. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
£.  Joy  Morris,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^i^.,  ^.,  Constantinople, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Morris, 


No.  45.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  January  5,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  November  11  (No.  38)  has  been  received. 

You  will  express  to  his  Highness  Ali  Pacha  the  sincere  satisfaction  which* 
the  President  has  derived  from  the  promptness  and  energy  with  which  the 
Sublime  Porte  has  eiven  effect  to  its  laws,  in  the  case  of  the  murderers  of  the 
American  teacher,  tne  Rev.  Mr.  Merriam.  Especially,  you  will  not  fail  to  com- 
municate the  great  pleasure  with  which  the  President  has  received  the  re- 
assurances which  the  Turkish  government  has  given  of  its  friendly  and  cordial 
sympathies  with  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States.  Nothing 
will  be  wanting  on  the  part  of  the  President  to  manifest  the  just  reciprocation 
of  these  generous  sympathies. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD.^T 

E.  Joy  Morris,  Esq.,  8fc,,  Spc,,  ^c,  Constantinople.  ^yu.^-^y  ^ glc 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Marri$. 


No.  47.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

WathingUm,  January  6,  1863. 

Sie :  Yottr  cLespatcli  of  December  4  (No.  37)  has  been  received.  The  answer 
of  hie  Highness  AH  Pacha  to  the  note  of  the  ambassador  of  the  Great  Powers, 
on  the  sn^ect  of  the  rights  of  foreigners  to  own  real  estate  in  Turkey,  certamlj 
is  verj  co^ntly  expressed.  The  principles  npon  which  intercourse  is  conduct^ 
between  the  Ottoman  Empire  and  Christian  nations  are  peculiar,  and  eren 
anomalous.  It  is  easily  perceived,  that  if  civil  administration  in  Turkey  could 
be  made  eflTective  for  the  protection  of  the  persons  and  property  of  foreigners, 
that  change  would  afford  a  reasonable  ground  for  a  mutual  melioiation  of  the 
jealousies  of  Christian  nations. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

IE.  Joy  Morris,  Esq.,  ^.,  ifc,,  4^.,  ConstanHnople. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Morris, 


^0.  48.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  January  17,  1863. 

Sir:  Tour  despatch  of  December  18  (No.  41)  has  been  received.     The  co^ 

Tespondence  between  yourself  and  the  minister  of  France,  which  accompanies 

the  paper,  contains  new  and  gratifying  proofs  of  your  zeal  and  diligence  in  the 

prosecution  of  the  Turkish  assassins  of  the  American  missionary,  and  is  approved. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
E.  Joy  Morris,  Esq.,  Spc,,  Spc.,  4^.,  Constantinople, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Morris. 


^0.  50.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  26,  1863. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  24th  ultimo  (No.  43)  has  been  received,  and  I  hare 
•communicated  to  the  Postmaster  General  the  favorable  reply  of  the  Turkish  gov- 
•emment  to  his  proposition  concerning  reforms  in  international  postal  regulations. 
With  regard  to  the  arrest  of  another  of  the  band  implicated  in  the  murder  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Merriam,  you  are  instructed  to  request  the  Turkish  government, 
in  the  event  of  the  condemnation  to  death  of  this  fourth  assassin,  to  delay  the 
^execution  of  his  sentence  until  you  can  hear  further  from  this  department. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
E.  Joy  Morris^  Esq.,  9fc.,  Sfc.,  Sfv.,  Constantinople. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Morris, 


No.  51.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  February  2,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  enclose  herewith  a  transcript  of  a  letter  of  the 
20th  ultimo,  addressed  to  this  department  by  thejB^<^t8UXi>L^o  A?''^^'*^^ 
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Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions  at  Boston,  on  the  subject  of  your 
success^  exertions  to  brin^  to  punishment  the  aAsaasins  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Merriam. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
E.  Joy  Mobbis,  Esq.,  ^c„  Sfc.,  ifc.,  Conslaniinqple. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Morris. 


No.  52.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  13,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  January  8  (No.  45)  has  been  received.  The  execu- 
^on  of  the  murderers  of  the  late  Mr.  Merriam  is  an  act  of  justice  which  reflects 
great  credit  upon  the  Turkish  government.  It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  thi« 
timely  severity  may  avert  the  necessity  for  further  appeals  to  the  Sultan  of  the 
same  painful  character  with  the  one  which  you  have  brought  to  so  successful 
an  issue. 

The  information  concerning  the  ministerial  change  which  has  recently  oc- 
iorred  at  Constantinople,  and  the  painiul  forebodings  which  it  has  awakened,  is 
received  with  serious  concern  by  the  President  It  is  fearful  to  think  of  the 
^ninsion  which  must  probably  follow  a  dynastic  change  in  the  Turkish  em- 
pire. We  foresee,  indeed,  that  an  advance  of  civilization  in  the  East  would 
probably,  at  some  time,  result  from  it,  but  wise  and  humane  men  may  well 
shrink  before  a  storm  so  threatening,  though  never  so  well  assured  that  an  im- 
proved atmosphere  will  follow  it 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

E.  Joy  Morris,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  ^.,  4^.,  Constantinofde^ 


Mr.  Seward  ta  Mts^  Morris. 


No.  54.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtanf  March  16,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  despatches  Nos.  49  and  50,  of  the  19th  ultimo,  have  been  received. 

The  latter  has  been  read  with  equal  interest  and  pleasure,  for  the  accession 
to  office  of  the  eminent  statesmen  with  whom  the  Sultan  has  thought  proper 
to  surround  himself  cannot  fail  to  be  tegarded  everywhere  as  a  new  proof  of  his 
determination  to  persevere  in  the  good  work  of  political  reform,  and  justify 
those  high  hopes  to  which  his  personal  character  and  many  wise  public  acts 
have  given  rise.  We  trust  that  his  new  counsellors  will  realize  his  just  and 
benevolent  designs. 

So  much  of  your  despatch  as  relates  to  the  new  Captain  Pacha*  and  the  draw- 
ings and  models  whidi  you  think  would  be  acceptable  to  the  Turkish  govern- 
ment, has  been  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

£.  Joy  Morris,  Esq.,  4^.,  Sfc,  8fc.,  Constantinople. 
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Mr,  Morris  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Extracts] 

No.  51.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Constantinople^  April  30,  1863. 

I  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  make  any  reply  to  the  enclosed  note  of 
the  minister  of  foreign  afiairs  relative  to  the  affair  at  Bitlis.  The  protection 
which  I  asked  for  our  missionaries  there,  and  which  the  Gaimacum  refused  to 
^ve,  having  been  granted,  I  do  not  deem  it  expedient  to  enter  into  any  further 
discussion  of  the  subject. 

I  am  gratified  to  be  able  to  inform  yon  that  the  two  remaining  members  of 
the  baud  of  brigands  which  murdered  the  Rev.  Mr.  Merriam  have  both  met  vio- 
lent deaths.  One  of  them,  Satchly  Mustapho,  was  killed  by  the  keeper  of  a 
khan,  with  whom  he  had  taken  refuge  near  Slemnia;  and  the  other  a  few  weeks 
since,  of  the  name  of  Hufiz,  having  attacked  some  peasants  near  Boui^as,  was 
killed  by  one  of  them.  I  am  determined,  if  possible,  to  secure  the  capture  of 
Kaleel,  the  confederate  of  the  executed  Ahmed  in  the  murder  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Goffing  in  Syria.  For  this  purpose  I  have  instructed  Mr.  Johnson,  at  Beinit, 
to  offer,  on  my  private  account,  a  reward  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for 
his  delivery  into  the  hands  of  the  governor  of  Adana.  I  have  also  had  new 
vizerial  orders  sent  to  the  governors  of  the  Syrian  provinces  for  his  arrest.  I 
fear  he  has  taken  to  the  mountains  of  the  Taurus,  where  he  can  enjoy  the  secret 
protection  of  chiefs  in  a  district  of  country  over  which  the  Porte  exercises  but  a 
nominal  control. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  JOY  MORRIS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D»  C. 

P.  S. — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  despatch  No.  55. 


[TraQslation.] 


No.  7211-6.]  Sublime  Porte,  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

April  7,  1863. 

Sir:  'I  have  received  the  note  which  you  were  so  good  as  to  address  me 
under  date  of  the  2d  of  March,  with  its  enclosures,  relative  to  the  complaints 
made  against  the  Armenians  of  Bitlis  by  the  Protestants  of  that  city,  and  the 
American  missionaries  now  there. 

The  imperial  government  cannot  approve,  much  less  tolerate,  scenes  of  fSuuUi- 
cism.  It  has  always  condemned  religious  hatred  and  persecutions,  wherever 
they  are  found.  But  these  passions,  which  ignorance  engenders,  are  the  most 
often  super- excited  by  the  unmeasured  zeal  of  a  proselytism  which  appears  un- 
willing to  be  stopped  by  any  consideration.  Such  seems  to  be  the  case  in  the 
present  circumstance.  We  possess,  on  this  point,  information  drawn  firom 
authentic  sources,  and  which  present  the  affair  in  entirely  a  different  manner 
than  that  of  the  reports  which  have  reached  you.  The  Armenians  arose  against 
the  conversion  to  Protestanism  of  some  young  persons  scarcely  13  years  of 
age.  The  missionaries  who  had  converted  them  kept  them  shut  up  in  their 
own  houses,  when,  on  the  complaints  of  the  parejits,  the  local  authority  had  to 
interfere  and  have  them  restored  to  their  father.    You  are  aware,  sir,  that  tiie 
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Caimmakam  did,  in  this  circamstance,  what  was  strictly  his  duty.  He  could 
not,  nor  ought  he  to,  refuse  his  aid  to  a  father  whose  child  had  heen  almost 
taken  from  him,  and  who  certainly  had  a  right  to  claim  it. 

No  one  can  contest  that  the  principle  of  liberty  of  conscience  receives  a  most 
extended  application  in  all  parts  of  the  empire.  But  we  believe  that  in  carrying 
divisions  into  the  bosoms  of  families,  and  m  speculating  on  convictions  which 
are  not  yet  formed,  proselytism  commits  an  immense  wrong  to  this  principle 
in  the  eyes  of  our  public,  who  witness  daily  abuses  of  it,  and  among  whom 
religious  sentiments  are  so  active.  The  imperial  government  is  as  desirous  as 
any  one  to  see  more  amenity  in  the  relations  existing  among  the  Christians  of 
divers  rites,  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  agrees  that  this  cannot  exist  but  as  a 
matter  of  reciprocity. 

Be  so  good,  sir,  as  to  accept  the  assurances  of  my  perfect  consideration. 

ALL 

E.  Joy  Morris,  Esq., 

Minister  Resident  of  the  United  States  of  America, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Morris, 


No.  60.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  September  8,  1863. 

SiK :  Tour  despatch  of  August  10  (No.  60 )  has  been  submitted  to  the  President. 

The  circular  which  you  have  addressed  to  American  consuls  in  Turkey  is  ap- 
proved. The  government  receives  with  lively  satisfaction  the  information  you 
nave  conveyed  of  a  great  domestic  reform  in  the  administration  of  customs  in 
the  empire,  and  you  are  authorized  to  congratulate  the  Sultan  thereupon. 

The  reports  which  are  received  here  from  foreign  capitals  induce  a  belief  that, 
notwithstanding  the  great  excitement  prevailing  there,  there  will  be  no  disturb- 
ance of  the  peace  of  Europe,  at  least  during  the  present  year.  Before  next 
spring  events  may  occur  which  will  avert  war  on  that  continent  for  a  much 
longer  period. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

E.  Joy  Morris,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  8fc,,  Sfc,,  Constantinople, 
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DENMARK. 


Mr,  Seward  U>  Mr.  Wood. 

No.  44.]  Department  of  State, 

Watihingion^  November  17,  1861?. 
Sir:  Recnrring  to  the  Buggestion  contained  in  your  despatch  of  October  4, 
1861,  (No.  19,)  which  wa3  briefly  answered  in  my  instruction  of  the  29th  of  the 
same  month,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  state  that  a  pair  of  Colt's  pistols  of  the 
finest  workmanship,  and  elaborately  ornamented,  designed  as  a  juresent  to  his 
Danish  Majesty,  have  been  sent  to  yonr  address,  throagh  the  minister  of  the 
United  States  at  London,  who  will  forward  them  to  you  by  private  hand.  It  is 
the  President's  wish  that  this  token  of  his  good  will  shall  be  presented  by  you 
to  his  Majesty,  in  such  a  manner  and  with  sudi  accompanying  remarks  as  you 
may  deem  most  fitting  to  the  occasion. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 
Bradfobd  B.  Wood,  Esq.,  4f^.,  ife^f  4^.,  Copemh4igem. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Wood. 


No.  45.]  Department  of  State, 

WathingUm,  November  18,  18^9. 
Sir  :  Mr.  Leas,  late  consul  at  Stockholm,  writes  on  the  29th  of  October  froni 
Hamburg,  that  some  disloyal  citizens  of  the  United  States  passed  through  that 
city  three  days  before,  on  their  way  to  Denmark  and  Sweden,  on  some  unknown 
political  errand.  Mr.  Leas  apprehends  their  object  to  be  the  purchase  of  cannon. 
You  will  be  expected  to  set  the  American  consuls  on  their  guard,  and  to  do 
whatever  can  lawfully  and  properly  be  done  to  discover  and  counteract  their 
pernicious  designs  at  Copenhagen. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM -H.  SEWABD. 
Bradford  B.  Wood,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  4^.,  Sfc.,  Copenhagen. 


Mr.  Wood  to  Mr,  Seward. 


No.  95.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Copenhagen,  Januarf  5,  1863. 
Sir  :  On  the  1st  instant  I  went  to  Fredensborg,  some  twenty  miles  or  more 
from  here,  to  wait  on  the  King  and  deliver  the  present  of  the  President.  On 
presenting  the  same  with  the  President's  wishes  for  his  health  and  happiness, 
and  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  this  ancient  Scandinavian  kingdom,  whose 
people  were  so  near  akin  to  the  Anlgo-Saxon  race,  I  stated  "that  the  revolvers 
were  an  American  invention,  of  American  manufacture,  and  American  material, 
and  that  if  his  Majesty  should  ever  have  occasion  to  use  them  in  defence  of  his 
kingdom  and  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  his  people,  (now  among  the  freest 
in  Europe,)  he  would  find  them  as  true  as  the  material  of  which  they  were 
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made,  and  as  unerring  as  right  and  jastice  demanded.  That  thoagH  we  were 
now  engaged  in  a  war  to  resist  an  nnproToked  rebellion  and  to  defend  the  Con- 
stitntion,  the  mission  of  the  United  States  was  peace  with  all  the  world; 
that  whatever  might  be  the  wishes  of  her  people  for  the  libertj  and  happiness 
of  other  people  and  nations,  the  policy  of  the  government  was  never  to  be  en^ 
gaged  in  any  but  a  defensive  war,  never  to  interfere  with  other  nations,  and 
never  to  be  interfered  with ;  and  when  this  war  was  at  an  end,  Europe  would 
tee  its  large  armies  quietly  disbanding  and  resuming  their  accustomed  peacea* 
We  pursuits.  That  the  present  war  was  an*  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  confed- 
erates to  establish  a  slave  oligarchy,  and  to  perpetuate  an  institution  to  which  all 
civilization  and  Christianity  was  opposed,  and  its  iastigators  had  not  only  deso- 
lated their  own  homes  and  plunged  the  whole  country  in  mourning,  but  they 
were  starving  thousands  of  operatives  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic ;  and  yet, 
Botwithstanding  this,  through  the  false  representations  of  their  emissaries  ixk 
Europe,  (all  of  whom  had  sworn  to  support  the  Constitution^  and  not  a  few  of 
whom  had  held  office  under  the  government,)  they  were  trying  to  embroil  some 
of  the  governments  of  Europe  by  inducing  them  to  intervene  in  the  affairs  of 
the  United  States.  That  I  could  only  say,  that  all  active  foreign  intervention 
would  intensify  the  miseries  already  caused  by  this  war,  and  infinitely  prolong 
them.  That  I  had  assurances  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  would 
sooner  or  later  put  down  this  rebellion,  and  with  it  remove  forever  the  cause  of 
it,  thus  securing  lasting  peace.  But  whether  the  war  should  be  speedily  termi- 
nated or  not,  I  wsB  confident  that  nothing  would  occur  on  the  part  of  the  fed- 
eral government  to  disturb  the  peacefdl  relations  which  had  so  long  existed  be- 
tween his  Majesty's  government  and  that  of  the  United  States,  who  were  moat 
desirous  of  lasting  and  honorable  peace,  and  who  were  pursuing  the  only 
effective  measures  to  secure  it."  His  Majesty  was  much  pleased  with  the 
preseut  of  the  pistols,  thanked  the  President  again  and  again  for  them,  express- 
mg  his  hopes  that  the  Union  would  be  preserved  and  peace  restored.  My  re- 
ception was  most  cordial  I  will  soon  send  his  answer  in  fcill.  I  think  the 
Danish  officials  appreciate  very  highly  this  kindness  on  the  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent ;  for  whatever  may  be  their  opinion  as  to  the  possibility  of  preserving  thq 
Union,  they,  unlike  some  others,  do  not  wish  its  destruction. 
I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

BRADFORD  B.  WOOIX 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Stcretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Wood. 

No.  51.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  January  17,  1863. 

Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  December  9  (No.  90)  was  duly  received. 

Several  communications  which  were  addressed  by  the  insurgent  conspiratora 
at  Richmond  to  their  emissaries  in  Europe  have  been  intercepted  and  made 
public.  A  copy  of  this  treasonable  correspondence  is  herewith  sent  to  you.  It 
diadoses  at  least  one  object  of  the  visit  of  one  of  those  emissaries  to  Copen- 
hagen. The  Danish  government  is  too  well  informed  of  all  the  circumstances 
which  attended  the  making  of  the  arrangement  between  itself  and  the  United 
States  in  regard  to  captured  Africans,  and  especially  of  the  good  ^th  mani- 
fested by  both  governments  on  that  occasion,  to  need  any  special  expositions  on 
the  subject  from  the  department. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bradford  E.  Wood,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  i^c,  ^.,  Copenhagen.         ^^^^^^^  by  GoOglc 
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Mr,  Wood  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extracts.] 

No.  98.]  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

Copenhagen,  January  20,  1803. 
Sir  :  The  President's  proclamation  and  news  of  the  battle  at  Murfreesborongh 
reached  us  by  the  same  mail.    Th^se  are,  I  think,  the  two  greatest  events  of 
this  war,  and  which  is  now  begun  in  earnest  on  the  part  of  the  north. 

Depend  upon  it,  that  proclamation  is  the  severest  blow  the  confederates  hare 
received  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  I  am  glad  to  see  that  such  a  force  has  gone 
south  under  Banks. 

mm  4e«  ••  4t**» 

I  remain,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

BRADFORD  R.  WOOD. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Wood  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Extracts.] 


No.  100.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Copenhagen,  January  27,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  my  last  despatch  I  called  your  attention  to  the  Hamburg  exhibition, 
to  be  held  in  Julv  next.  I  am  informed  by  the  Hanseatic  minister  here  that 
the  gunautors  and  the  executive  committee  are  men  of  the  first  respectability 
and  position,  and  I  think  we  should  avail  ourselves  of  every  leu:itimate  oppor- 
tunity to  make  ourselves  known  and  understood  in  Europe.  We  ai-e  now  suf- 
fering from  the  neglect  of  this  in  days  past,  and  I  need  not  urge  on  any  one 
how  important  and  how  beneficial  to  all  concerned  would  be  an  extensive  emi- 
gration from  Germany  and  the  north  of  Europe  to  the  United  States ;  and  the 
better  we  are  known,  the  larger  will  be  that  emigration.  But  ignorance  in  re- 
lation to  the  United  States  is  the  rule— intelligence  the  exception ;  and  yoa  see 
this  strikingly  illustrated  in  the  recent  letter  of  the  archbishop  of  Dublin.  And 
but  for  this  ignorance  the  London  Times  would  not  assert  that  we  are  virtually 
engaged  in  the  slave  trade  with  Brazil ;  that  you  had  said  '*  you  would  consent 
that  Massachusetts  should  be  a  slave  State  if  the  Union  could  be  restored  ;** 
and  that  the  administration  was  so  desirous  of  this,  that  they  would  re-eetab- 
lish  slavery,  and  make  the  discussion  of  it  a  penal  offence ;  denouncing  the 
north  as  a  nation  of  hypocrites  in  respect  to  slavery.  All  this  only  shows  that 
no  act  or  word  of  the  government  should  be  of  doubtful  import,  and  how  hardly 
the  Times  is  pressed  to  the  wall  by  the  President's  proclamation  and  its  effects 
in  England.  We  have  certainly  so  far  gained  nothing  abroad  by  our  offer  le 
expatriate  the  negroes,  but  a  belief  in  our  unconquerable  prejudice  against  the 
race  ;  while,  at  home,  the  comihon  sense  of  our  people  must  see  the  neceeeity 
of  retaining  every  negro  in  the  country.  We  certainly  want  every  laborer  we 
can  get,  black  or  white,  and  I  hope  soon  to  see  the  sense  of  justice  and  right* 
and  the  true  interest  of  the  country,  triumphing  over  a  "narrow-minded  and  un- 
christian prejudice  in  respect  to  the  men  of  African  descent.  You  know  that 
we  are  the  only  people  who  have  the  prejudice,  while  in  Europe  it  is  unknown 
to  either  Protestant  or  Catholic ;  and  the  Catholic  Irishman,  who  in  America 
has  such  a  horror  of  a  negro,  would  be  taught  here  by  his  church  that  the  ne- 
gro is  (all  things  being  equal)  as  good  as  himself.         -  y  --  .y  ^ ^  ^c^^^ 
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ThiB  ignorance  of  the  United  States,  to  which  I  have  alluded,  manifests  itself 
everywhere.  I  have  scarce  found  that  man,  among  the  most  intelligent,  who 
did  not  share  this  opinion,  and  who  did  not  dread  our  colossal  power  as 
dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  world. 

And  this  is  correct  European  logic,  thoueh  not  true  in  its  application  to  us. 
Men  here  reason  from  the  past,  and  no  one  believes  in  the  justice  of  any  power, 
if  that  power  is  strong  enough  to  be  aggressive  as  well  as  unjust. 
I  remain,  sir,  your  ol^ient  servant, 

BRADFORD  R.  WOOD, 

Minuter  Resident, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Wood, 


No.  54.]  Dbpartment  op  State, 

Washington^  February  18,  1863. 
Sir:  Your  despatches  from  No.  97,  of  the  13th  ultimo,  to  No.  100,  of  the 
27th  ultimo,  have  been  received. 

The  President  has  read  with  much  satisfaction  the  reply  of  his  Majesty  to 
your  remarks  on  presenting  the  pistols.  Before  the  receipt  of  your  despatches 
Nos.  99  and  100,  an  interesting  note  had  been  received  at  this  department  upon 
the  subject  of  the  international  agricultural  exhibition  to  be  held  at  Hamburg 
in  July  next,  from.  Mr.  Schleiden,  the  minister  resident  of  the  Hanseatic  repub- 
lic, accredited  to  this  government,  and  a  copy  of  this  note  had  been  communi- 
cated to  Congress  by  the  President,  with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of  such  meas- 
ures in  relation  to  the  subject  as  might  be  deemed  expedient.  *  * 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Bradford  R.  Wood,  Esq., 

8fc,f  8fc,,  Sfc,,  Copenhagen, 


Mr,  Wood  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  107.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Copenhagen,  April  14,  1863. 

Sir  :  Since  my  last  despatch  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  reading  to  and  hear* 
ing,  with  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  Mr.  Hall,  the  resolutions  of  the  United 
States  Congress  on  foreign  interference.  They  received  his  unqualified  assent. 
With  these  before  the  world,  and  an  energetic  enforcement  of  the  conscription 
at  home,  Europe  will  learn  that  we  are  not  under  the  control  of  the  moo,  as 
she  has  been  taught  It  now  looks  as  if  by  another  year  we  can  put  down  the 
rebellion  by  starvation,  if  in  no  other  way.  I  have  also  communicated  to  this 
government,  as  directed,  the  letter  of  the  Postmaster  General  in  relation  to  the 
postal  convention  at  Paris  for  the  11th  May  proximo. 
I  remain,  &c.,  your  obedient  servant, 

BRADFORD  R.  WOOD, 

Minister  Resident. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  /^  ^  ^  ^T  ^ 

"^  Digitized  by  LjOOgle 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Wood. 

No.  €0.]  Department  of  Statb, 

Washingf<m^  June  13,  1863. 
Sir:  Yoar  despatch  of  the  26th  of  May  (No.  112)  has  been  received.    It  k 
gratifying  to  know  that  the  President's  letter  to  his  Majesty  was  received  in 
the  same  friendly  spirit  with  which  it  was  written. 

Your  suggestion  in  regard  to  flirther  measures  for  suppressing  the  insnrree- 
tion  has  been  submitted  to  the  President  for  his  consideration. 
I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Bradford  R.  Wood,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Copenhagen. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Wood. 


No.  68.]  Dbpartment  of  State, 

Washington^  September  22,  1863. 

Sir:  The  opening  of  the  campaign  is  attended  with  some  embarrassments 
which,  in  the  excitement  of  the  moment,  are  Kkely  to  be  exaggerated.  The 
expedition  of  Greneral  Franklin  to  Sabine  Pass  was  only  one  of  three  designed 
to  re-establish  the  national  authority  in  Texas.  Its  repulse  may  retard,  but  it 
is  not  thought  that  it  endangers,  the  success  of  the  plan. 

Official  despatches  from  the  army  of  the  Cumberland  have  been  received  of  a 
date  so  late  as  two  o'clock  p.  m.  of  the  21st.  They  are  inexplicit,  but  the 
general  e£Pect  is  thought  to  justify  the  expectation  of  our  continuing  to  hold 
our  important  positions  in  Tennessee.  Should  any  later  news  be  seasonably 
received  I  wS\  communicate  it  by  telegraph. 
I  am,  sir^  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLLAJd  H.  SEWAED. 

Bradford  S.  Wood,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfc,  Copenhagen. 


Mr.  Wood  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  126.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Copenhagen,  October  20,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  No.  68,  in  relation  to  Gkneral  Franklin's  expedition  and 
the  army  at  the  Cumberland,  has  been  received.  *  *  *  y^^ 

have  no  right  to  object  to  the  publication  of  the  truth,  but  the  writer  of  false- 
hoods, in  the  present  state  of  our  affairs  and  European  sentiment,  should  be 
dealt  with  in  some  manner  that  will  forever  teach  him  the  ninth  commandment 
I  remain,  Sec,  &c.,  your  obedient  servant, 

BRADFORD  R.  WOOD, 

Minister  Resident 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

V.  S. — ^The  Danes  are  massing  their  forces  on  the  frontier  of  Schleswig. 

B.  B.  W. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DIPLOMATIC    CORKESPONDENC?B.  1101 


EGYPT. 


Mr.  Thayer  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  23.]  United  States  Consulate  General, 

Alexandria,  Novernher  5,  1862. 

Sir  :  A  very  marked  stimnlos  has  been  imparted  to  the  production  of  cotton 
in  Egypt  in  consequence  to  the  continued  failure  of  the  supply  from  America* 
The  crop  which  is  now  coming  in,  and  which  loads  ahnost  every  freight  train 
and  boat  from  the  agricultural  districts,  will  probably  exceed  a  million  of  cantars, 
(each  cantar  being  about  99  English  pounds.)  This  though  a  larger  yield  than 
was  ever  before  known  here,  is  not  one-fifth  of  the  annual  capacity  of  the  country. 

The  Viceroy  has  exerted  his  influence  to  aid  in  the  increased  cultivation. 
Daring  his  recent  visit  in  England  he  assured  the  manufacturers  of  Manchester 
that  the  next  year's  crop  should  be  at  least  one-half  greater  than  on  any  previous 
year ;  and  he  has  accordingly  advised  all  the  large  native  proprietors  hereafter 
to  sow  one-fourth  of  their  land  with  cotton.  As  the  advice  of  his  Highness  is 
practically  equivalent  to  a  command,  the  proprietors  have  commenced  by  import- 
mg  large  quantities  of  seed  and  various  labor-saving  machines  for  the  planting 
and  irrigation  of  the  soil,  and  the  many  steamers  and  sailing  vessels  which  arrive 
in  this  port  are  constantly  bringing  the  most  improved  patterns  of  cotton-gins 
and  other  inventions  calculated  to  expedite  the  great  agricultaral  revolution  now 
in  progress. 

In  June  last  there  were  finished  or  in  process  of  construction,  in  Egypt,  twenty- 
four  steam  cotton -cleaning  establishments,  containing  1,100  gins.  At  the  present 
date  the  number  of  these  establishments  has  augmented  to  about  fifty.  Accord- 
ing to  the  statement  of  practical  men,  the  wooden  cotton-gin,  in  ordinary  use 
among  the  peasantry,  can  only  perform,  in  the  same  time,  one- tenth  of  the  work 
of  the  improved  machine  of  Macarthy.  The  fellahs  themselves  are  beginning  to 
see  that  the  high  prices  now  ruling  at  Alexandria  render  desirable  a  more  rapid 
preparation  of  their  great  staple,  and  the  prospect  is,  that  before  the  markets  of 
the  world  recover  from  the  effects  of  the  war  in  America,  the  old-fashioned  hand 
machinery  will  have  passed  out  of  use. 

In  my  despatch  dated  July  20,  of  last  year,  the  ruling  price  of  cotton  here 
was  quoted  at  $13  50  a  cantar,  which  was  considered  very  high.  The  change 
since  that  time  may  be  seen  in  the  subjoined  table  covering  the  last  five  months 
prior  to  this  date. 

Average  price  tf  cotton  in  the  Alexandria  market. 

186S.  Feroantar.  1861.  Per  cantar. 

June  1 $18  00  September  17 $48  00 

June  16 20  00  Septrmber   18 49  00 

July    1 26  00  October  1 40  00 

July   16 29  00  October  16 37  00 

Aogutt  1 30  00  October  29 34  00 

AngiMt  16 3100  November  1 32  00 

September  1 86  00  November  4 33  00 

September  16.... 46  00 
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The  fluctuations  of  prices  vary  principally  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the 
daily  telegrams  from  the  Liverpool  market  and  the  impressions  as  to  the  probt- 
bilities  of  peace  in  America  entertained  by  the  mercantile  community  of  Liver- 
pool and  Alexandria.  A  decided  victory  on  the  part  of  the  Union  forces  telli 
ordinarily  in  a  depreciation  of  price. 

Sir  Henry  Bulwer,  the  British  ambassador  at  Constantinople,  has  arrived  here 
this  afternoon.  The  King  of  the  Belgians  and  his  son,  the  Duke  of  Brabant, 
are  expected  this  winter  to  make  the  voyage  up  the  Nile. 

A  railway  six  hundred  miles  long  is  projected  by  an  English  company,  be- 
tween Cairo  and  the  ancient  harbor  of  Berenice,  on  the  Red  sea.  This  route,  it 
is  said,  will  shorten,  by  two  days,  the  journey  of  the  overland  passengers  to  and 
from  India,  who  embark  and  disembark  now  at  Suez,  a  point  on  the  Red  sea 
four  hundred  and  fifty  miles  north  of  Berenice.  The  French  company  which 
has  lately  established  a  rival  line  of  steamers  to  that  of  the  P.  &  O.  Companj, 
trading  at  Mauritius  and  Cochin  China,  will  send  their  passengers  across  this 
railway.  The  road,  according  to  the  engineers  who  have  surveyed  it,  I  am  toU, 
will  open  to  cultivation  vast  and  hitherto  unimproved  provinces  of  Egypt,  and 
will  save  to  Nile  travellers  the  tedium  of  the  slow  boat- voyage  between  Cairo 
and  Keneh,  which  is  a  short  distance  below  the  wonders  of  Thebes.  The  rail- 
way will  start  from  the  west  bank  of  the  Nile,  opposite  Cairo,  and,  passing  by 
Beuisooef  and  crossing  the  river  at  Keneh,  will  touch  the  Red  sea  at  Kosseir. 
From  Kofifeeir  it  will  follow  the  coast  southwardly  to  Berenice.  Two  years  are 
required  for  its  construction.     The  expense  is  estimated  at  ^25,000  a  mile. 

The  sentiments  of  the  people  here,  and,  as^I  learn  from  trustworthy  soorces, 
throughout  the  Levant — with  the  exception  of  some  of  the  English  resident*— 
are  unequivocally  in  favor  of  the  United  States  government  in  *the  efibrt  to 
maintain  its  integrity.  In  a  visit  I  made  the  other  day  to  his  excellency  Ohcrif 
Pacha,  who  has  been  for  a  long  time  the  very  capable  minister  of  foreign  affiurs, 
I  found  he  entirely  sustained  the  positions  taken  by  our  government  in  the  war. 
He  had  on  his  table  a  late  number  of  the  Revue  des  Deux  Mondes,  containing  a 
sympathetic  and  intelligently-written  account  of  the  campaign  of  the  army  of 
the  Potomac,  which  he  had  read  with  much  satisfaction.  1  have  also  held  con- 
versations on  the  state  of  our  affairs  with  several  of  the  consuls  general  of  Europe, 
and  their  comprehension  of  the  nature  of  our  war,  and  outspoken  good  wishes 
for  the  preservation  of  our  Union,  were  very  gratifying. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedierit  servant, 

WILLIAM  S.  THAYEB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Thayer  to  Mr,  Setvard. 


No.  24.]  United  States  Consulate  General, 

Alexandria,  November  12,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  am  informed  bjr  an  intelligent  proprietor,  who  claims  to  have  made  a 
careful  and  accurate  reckoning,  that  the  yield  of  cotton  in  Egypt  next  year,  if 
the  command  of  the  Viceroy  to  plant  one-fourth  of  the  cultivated  land  with  that 
product  is  carried  out,  cannot  be  less  than  two-thirds  greater  than  in  any  previaafl 
season,  and  that  it  will  amount  to  three  million  cantars,  or  about  six  hundred  thou- 
sand American  bales.  It  is  commonly  asserted  thatEgypt  could  supply  a  million 
bales  a  year,  if  its  capacity  were  fully  tested,  and  that,  too,  without  serious  dis- 
placement of  the  grain  and  other  staple  crops.  The  governor  (mayor)  of  Alax- 
andria,  himself  a  large  cotton-planter,  tells  me  that  a  few  Americans^expcrieaoed 
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in  the  raising  and  preparation  of  cotton,  would  be  of  signal  service  in  teaching 
the  native  cultivators  here. 

The  telegraph  news,  which  came  on  the  1 0th,  of  the  President's  order  to 
£ieilitate  the  export  of  cotton  from  New  Orleans,  caused  an  immediate  fall  in 
the  Egyptian  article  of  two  cents  on  the  pound.  A  few  speculators  on  the 
exchange  expressed  themselves  highly  incensed  at  the  order,  as  well  as  at  the 
proclamation  of  emancipation.  Both  of  these  measures,  though  cordially  ap-** 
proved  by  the  less  interested  classes,  they  consider  as  tending  towards  the  end 
of  ihe  war,  which,  however  calamitous  elsewhere,  has  not  been  without  its  com- 

Sensations  to  them.  There  is  scarcely  one  of  them,  it  is  believed,  who  has  not 
oubled  or  tripled  his  capital  during  the  past  summer,  and  the  sudden  influx  of 
wealth  in  the  community  is  apparent,  as  it  was  at  the  time  of  the  Crimean  war, 
in  the  unusual  number  of  new  buildings,  and  in  other  signs  of  enterprise  and 
prosperity. 

The  principal  difficulty  in  fulfilling  the  Viceroy's  command  is  said  to  be  the 
withdrawal,  by  the  government's  direction,  of  labor  to  the  works  on  the  canal 
of  the  isthmus  of  Suez,  which  have  lately  required  an  average  of  from  20,000 
to  30,000  hands.  The  places  of  those  who  are  taken  ftrom  the  plantations  may, 
it  is  true,  be  supplied  by  those  who  have  served  their  time  on  the  canal,  but» 
unhappily,  the  latter  are  by  no  means  so  efficient  on  the  cotton  field  as  their 
more  s&illed  predecessors. 

This  drain,  however,  on  the  already  Insufficient  labor  of  the  country  is  not 
likely  to  be  long  continued.  The  canal  company  are  now  importing  from  Europe 
twenty  steam  excavating  machines  of  immense  power,  which  it  is  expected  will 
finish  the  great  ship  canal  between  the  seas  in  three  or  four  years,  with  the  em- 
ployment of  but  from  one  thousand  to  two  thousand  men.  This  estimate  is 
derived  from  the  surveys  and  measurements  of  engineers.  The  proposed  canal 
will  have  a  width  of  65  metres  (213J  feet,)  and  a  depth  of  8  metres,  (about  26J 
feet)  The  entire  length  from  Port  Said,  on  the  Mediterranean,  to  Suez,  eld  the 
Bed  sea,  will  be  93|^  miles. 

Thus  far,  besides  their  ample  canals  of  Nile  water  for  the  fertilization  of  their 
hmds,  the  company  has  been  engaged  in  digging  a  small  canal,  called  la  rigole 
de  sermce,  on  the  route  of  the  proposed  large  one.  It  is  now  more  than  half 
finished,  extending  from  the  Mediterranean  to  Lake  Timsah,  with  a  width  of 
twelve  metres  (about  39^  feet)  and  a  depth  of  one  metre  and  three-fifths,  (aboi^t 
54 feet.)  The  remainder  will  be  built  in  ten  months;  the  waters  of  the 
Mediterranean,  to  the  completed  portion  of  the  canal  of  service,  in  a  few  days, 
and  it  is  expected  the  occasion  will  be  marked  by  a  festive  commemoration,  in 
presence  of  the  Viceroy,  Mr.  de  Lesseps,  (the  energetic  projector,)  Sir  Henry 
Bulwer,  British  ambassador  at  Constantinople,  and  other  official  guests. 

One  advantage  of  the  small  canal  will  consist  in  the  facilities  it  will  afford  in 
bringing  from  the  quarries  on  the  isthmus  the  stone  needed  for  building  the  pier 
at  Port  Said,  a  material  heretofore  brought  from  the  distant  and  inferior  quarries 
of  Alexandria.  Betuming  from  Port  Said  the  boats  can  be  reloaded  with  coal 
for  the  steam-engmes  employed  in  excavation.  When  this  small  canal  shall 
have  been  finished  to  Suez,  it  will  be  useful  in  supplying  coals  to  the  numerous 
steamers  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  and  French  Messageries  companies 
"which  ply  between  that  port  and  India.  At  present  these  companies  have  all 
their  coals  brought  from  England,  in  sailing  vessels,  around  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  or  else  by  railway  across  Egypt,  at  an  expense  of  27  shillings  a  ton. 
The  estimated  expense  of  transportation  from  the  Mediterranean  over  the  canal 
is  but  eleven  shillings  a  ton,  a  very  material  saving. 

During  the  period  of  favorable  winds,  it  is  hoped  by  this  route  to  ship  cotton 
firom  India,  thus  avoiding  the  passage  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  saving 
at  least  6,000  miles.  But  since,  even  at  the  best  season,  the  rocKy  and  narrow 
channel  of  the  Bed  sea  is  a  dangerous  one  for  sailing  vessels,  Mr.  de  Lesse  ^ 
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relies  greatly  on  the  increased  nse  of  the  screw  as  an  adjunct  to  the  sail  ia 
vessels  designed  for  the  India  trade.  With  the  existing  demand  for  cotton,  mi 
at  existing  high  prices,  a  practicable  canal  across  the  kthmns  would  certainlj 
be  of  vast  utility  in  expediting  the  great  staple  to  the  markets  of  the  world. 

The  practicability  of  building  a  sufficient  harbor  at  Port  Said,  and  of  resisdiig 
the  encroachments  of  the  desert  sands  on  the  channel  of  the  canal,  appean  to 
be  generally  conceded.  Even  the  most  unfriendly  critics  do  not  deny  it  so  vat- 
hesitatingly  as  formerly.  The  panic  of  danger  to  British  possessions  in  ladia, 
from  the  increased  proximity  of  France,  has  subsided.  The  objection  noet 
often  repeated  is  implied  in  the  question,  will  it  pay  ?  The  shareholders,  it  is 
stated,  are  the  Viceroy  and  a  multitude  of  small  capitalists  in  Europe,  principallj 
French.  With  his  Highness,  who  has  been  interested  in  the  project  from  the 
beginning,  it  is  a  matter  of  personal  phde  that  it  should  succeed,  and  it  will  not 
probably  fail  from  any  want  of  support  on  his  part.  The  works  on  the  isthmaB 
have  now  almost  become  one  of  the  regular  and  necessary  sights  for  the  toarist 
in  Egypt. 

The  Viceroy  is  building  three  naval  steamers  in  England ;  one  of  them  is  i 
large  iron-clad  frigate,  intended  as  a  present  to  the  Sultan,  who  has  ordered 
three  more  frigates  of  the  same  kind  on  his  own  account.  I  may  mention  hm 
that  the  news  of  the  achievements  of  the  M<mitor  is  alleged  (I  cannot  say  Itow 
truly)  to  have  occasioned  the  breaking  up  of  a  business  house  which  w» 
founded  here  for  the  pui*pose  of  fnlfiUing  orders  for  Sicilian  oak  for  the  dock- 
yards of  the  British  navy ;  whether  its  contracts  were  canc^ed  in  prospect  of 
the  new  age  of  iron,  I  am  not  informed. 

About  two  weeks  ago  the  annual  pilgrimage  of  foreign  tourists  in  Egypt 
began.  Five  dahabeahs,  or  travellers'  boats,  went  up  the  Nile,  the  first  of  tbe 
season.     But  four  Americans  have  as  yet  arrived. 

I  have  neglected  to  mention  that  the  oldest  prot^g^  of  tlie  United  States  in 
Egypt  died  at  Cairo  on  the  9th  of  July  of  this  year.  His  name  was  Mohammed 
Habbat.  He  was  nephew  of  Hamet  Garamalli,  ex-Pacha  of  Tripoli,  whom  be 
accompanied  on  the  famous  joint  expedition  of  Arabs  and  American  marines 
under  General  Eaton,  which,  in  1805,  marched  from  Egypt  across  the  desert  of 
Barca  and  captured  Derna,  (see  American  State  Papers,  vol.  II,  also  Life  of 
General  Eaton.)  In  recognition  of  the  services  of  Hamet  Pacha,  he  and  Iris 
family  and  suite,  numbering  about  50  persons,  received  at  the  time  papen  of 
American  protection,  but,  notwithstanding  his  urgent  petition.  Congress  wm 
never  induced  to  reward  him  in  any  other  way ;  and  50  years  later  this  Mo- 
hammed Habat,  then  an  old  man  in  great  poverty,  came  from  Cairo  to  Washing- 
ton to  supplicate  in  vain  for  what  he  considered  our  debt  to  the  remnant  of  his 
uncle's  descendants.  The  venerable  mussulman,  though  he  left  but  littk 
property,  thought  it  necessary  to  leave  a  will,  "in  accordance"  (so  says  the 
concluding  sentence)  "with  the  word  of  the  Prophet,  which  declares,  he  who 
makes  his  will  dies  in  the  grace  of  God."  A  wife  and  one  child,  a  son  of  abost 
forty,  survive  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servanty 

WILLIAM  S.  THAYEB. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  2>.  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Thayer. 

No.  16.]  Department  op  Statb, 

Washington,  November  24,  186S. 
Sir:  Your  private  letter  of  the  27th  of  October  has  been  received,  and  ite 
suggestions  are  interesting  and  important:     The  insurgents,  bdng  irreaponsibkr 
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lo,  and  can  do»  many  things  wluch  we  cannot.  One  of  these  things,  undoabt- 
jdly,  is  comipting  tne  press  in  Europe.  Such  a  process,  or  even  one  of  inno- 
5ent  appeal  to  foreign  journals  hy  agents  of  the  government,  would  produce  a 
iniversal  clamor.  This  government  can  do  nothing  secretly.  Agents  the  most 
iiscreet  are  communicative,  and  the  interested  espionage  of  each  press  over  its 
rivals  is  a  system  of  monstrous  exaggeration.  If,  instead  of  an  innocent  appeal 
upon  moral  considerations  for  favor,  we  should  resort  to  the  use  of  money,  even 
to  pay  advocates  their  expenses,  the  world  would  at  once  he  alarmed  with  charges 
of  corruption,  which  would,  perhaps,  be  fatal  to  the  national  character,  if  not  to 
the  safety  of  the  nation  itself.  Let  us  do  the  best  we  can  with  the  customary 
machinery  of  international  communication  to  enlighten  and  instruct  the  nations 
of*  Europe.  If  we  fail  in  that,  let  us  remember  that  it  is  here,  not  there,  that 
the  country  is  to  be  saved.  A  hostile  press  in  Europe  does,  indeed,  increase  our 
labors  and  embarrassments,  but  it  cannot  destroy  any  more  than  it  can  build 
states. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
WiLUAM  S.  Thavbr,  Esq.,  Sfc.f  Sfc.,  Alexandria. 


Mr.  Thayer  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  25.]  United  States  Consulate  General, 

Alexandria,  November  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  celebration  of  the  entrance  of  the  waters  of  the  Mediterranean, 
through  the  provisional  isthmus  canal  into  Lake  Timsah,  (alluded  to  in  my  last 
despatch,)  took  place  on  the  18th  instant,  in  presence  of  a  very  large  concourse 
of  people,  including  the  Arab  laborers  on  the  canal.  Mr.  de  Lesseps,  at  10 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  gave  the  word  of  admission,  in  the  name  and  by  the 
permission  of  his  Highness,  Said  Pacha,  Viceroy  of  Egypt,  and  the  stream  from 
the  sea  at  once  poured  itself  in  the  basin  of  Lake  Timsah,  half  way  across  the 
isthmus  of  Suez.  A  Te  Deum  was  sung  in  the  Catholic  church,  and  thanks- 
giving services  were  held  by  the  Arabs  in  the  mosque.  Dinner  followed,  at 
which  350  guests  were  present,  and  the  evening  was  commemorated  by  fireworks, 
illuminations,  and  a  ball.  Excursions  about  the  neighborhood  were  made  by 
the  company,  some  on  horseback,  and  some  in  vehicles,  each  drawn  by  six 
dromedaries.  The  proceedings  are  believed  to  have  been  highly  satisfactory  to 
all  parties. 

Next  month,  it  is  expected,  the  new  station  line  of  steamers  between  Ancona 
and  Alexandria  will  be  in  operation,  so  that  we  shall  have  by  it  an  arrival  and 
a  departure  every  fortnight.  The  steamers,  which  are  large  and  luxuriously 
appointed,  are  nearly  finished  in  England.  The  passage  between  Egypt  and 
Europe  will  in  this  way  be  reduced  to  three  days  and  a  half.  When  the  railway 
shall  be  constructed  from  Ancona  to  Otranto,  the  Italian  terminus  of  the  line 
will  be  at  the  latter  port,  so  that  only  three  days  will  be  required.  As  Ancona 
is  by  rail  but  eighteen  hours  from  Turin  via  Milan,  this  route  promises  to  be 
the  shortest  and  most  popular  of  all  between  western  Europe  and  Egypt. 

The  French  Messageries  have,  since  the  20th  of  October,  added  to  their  line 
two  steamers  a  month,  making  one  a  week.  The  boats  of  this  company  alter- 
nate, touching  in  the  voyage  between  here  and  Marseilles,  one  week  at  Messina, 
and  the  next  at  Malta.  This  company  last  month  started  their  monthly  line 
between  Suez  and  India.  This  is  the  commencement  of  a  rivalry  with  the 
English  P.  &  O.  Company's  weekly  line  on  the  same  route ;  the  other  principal 
lines  between  here  and  Europe  over  the  P.  &  O.  Company's  weekly  line,  with 
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a  tcTTninns  at  Southampton ;  its  other  weekly  line,  with  a  terminus  at  Marsenied, 
and  the  weekly  Austrian  Lloyds  terminating  at  Trieste.  The  passage  by  this  last 
requires  but  five  days,  and  is  the  shortest  at  present  existing.  Add  to  these  the 
six  lines  of  merchant  steamers,  intended  primarily  for  freight,  but  accommodating 
passengers,  viz :  four  between  here  ana  England,  and  two  between  here  and 
f^rance,  and  it  may  be  said  that  we  have  at  least  an  arrival  from  and  a  departure 
to  Europe  of  a  commercial  steamer  every  day.  There  are  also  three  lines  be- 
tween here  and  Constantinople,  the  steamers  of  which  come  and  go  once  a  fort- 
night, touching  at  Smyrna  and  along  the  coast  of  Syria,  namely,  the  Austrian 
Lloyds,  the  Russian  Company's,  and  the  French  Messageries.  Besides  these, 
is  the  more  direct  line  (once  a  fortnight)  of  the  Austrian,  which  touches  at 
Smyrna,  Athens,  and  the  Ionian  isles,  without  visiting  Syria  in  the  joomey 
between  here  and  Constantinople. 

These  facts,  with  others,  such  as  the  projected  railway  of  600  miles  to  Bere- 
nice, (mentioned  in  my  despatch  No.  23,)  indicate  the  increasing  commercial 
importance  of  Egypt. 

The  proposed  re-establishment  of  the  port  of  Berenice,  on  die  Red  sea,  is 
worthy  of  remark.  The  city  was  anciently  founded  by  Ptolemy  Philadelphnsv 
as  the  emporium  of  European  trade  with  India,  and  continued  such  for  centuries, 
until  the  diversion  of  commerce  by  the  discovery  of  the  passage  by  the  Cape  o£ 
Good  Hope.  The  ruins  of  its  past  greatness  still  attract  the  notice  of  travellers. 
History  tells  us  it  was  through  Berenice  that  the  Romans  imported  anniiallj 
from  India  merchandise  which  cost  them  two  millions  of  dollars,  and  which  thej 
sold  in  Europe  for  a  hundred  times  that  amount. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  S.  THAYEJEL 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Mr.  Setaard  to  Mr.  Thayer. 

No.  17-j  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  2,  1862. 

Sir  r  Your  despatch  of  November  5  (No.  23)  has  been  received.  The  infor- 
mation which  you  give  of  the  increasing  production  of  cotton  in  Egypt  is  very- 
gratifying.  Profitable  as  the  cotton  monopoly  in  our  now  insurgent  States  has 
been  to  the  country,  its  continuance  would,  nevertheless,  cost  too  much  if  it 
should  involve  a  prolongation  of  this  unhappy  and  desolating  war,  or  domination 
)\  iVfrican  slavery  over  the  free  institutions  of  the  republic  The  insurgent 
V  '.opolists  have  improved  to  the  utmost  the  derangement  of  commerce  which 
) .  V  nave  produced.    But  only  the  present  moment  and  narrow  commercial  in- 

>  St  work  in  their  favor.  Time  and  all  the  permanent  interests  of  humanity 
'.  ork  against  them.    The  result  cannot  be  doubtful. 

'x*he  projected  railroad  from  Alexandria  to  Berenice  is  an  improvement  of 
V '  t  moment,  not  to  Egypt  alone,  but  to  the  whole  world.  The  United  States 
■  <  at  present  less  directly  interested  in  it  than  the  European  and  Asiatic 
]•  /ers.  But  they  wUl  not  for  that  reason  be  any  the  less  disposed  to  fkror 
' :  1  forward  the  enterprise.  They  have  already  entered  upon  one  which  is  of 
ti'  same  high  character  and  even  more  stupendous,  namely,  the  extension  of 
I  (  Atlantic  system  of  railroads  across  the  continent  to  the  Pacific  ocean.     It 

^ht  to  be  the  work  of  the  present  generation  to  remove  the  obstructions  to 
:  iversal  commerce  which  nature  has  so  long  maintained  on  the  two  continents. 
.1  is  a  fixed  purpose  of  the  United  States  to  do  their  part 
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The  President  is  gratified  with  the  new  evidences  which  toot  despatch 
brings  of  the  friendship  of  his  Highness  the  Pacha,  and  jou  are  authorized  to 
assure  him  that  in  all  his  enterprises  for  the  improvement  of  his  people  and 
important  domain  he  has  the  sympathy  and  best  wishes  of  the  government  and 
people  of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Wm.  S.  Thayeh,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  ^c,  Alea^andria. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Thayer. 

No.  17 J.]  Department  of  State, 

Wa^hirtgUmi  December  15,  1862. 

Sir:  Yonr  despatch  of  November  12  (No.  24)  has  been  received.  The 
information  of  the  progress  and  increase  of  the  cotton  culture  in  Egypt  is  of 
such  vast  significance  to  our  own  country  that  I  shall  cause  it  to  be  published 
here  without  delay.  The  insurrectionary  cotton  States  wiQ  be  blind  to  their 
own  welfare  if  they  do  not  see  how  their  prosperity  |ind  all  their  hopes  are 
passing  away,  when  they  find  Egypt,  Asia  Minor,  and  India  supplying  the 
world  with  cotton,  and  California  furnishing  the  gold  for  its  purchase. 

Your  account  of  the  Suez  canal  is  also  very  interesting,  both  in  regard  to  the 
advances  Egypt  is  making  under  her  present  enlightened  government,  and  even 
in  the  larger  relations  of  an  enterprise  calculated  to  benefit  universal  commerce, 
l^^inally,  your  whole  communication  has  had  the  effect  to  increase  the  desire  of 
this  government  for  the  return  of  peace,  so  that  the  United  States  may  renew 
their  commercial  career,  which  has  hitherto  been  so  eminently -successful. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

William  S.  Thayer,  4^.,  4«.,  Alexandria. 


Mr.  Thayer  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  28.]  United  States  Consulate  General, 

Alexandria^  January  27,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  am  informed  that  some  time  since  the  French  minister  of  foreign 
affairs  at  Paris  announced  to  Lord  Cowley  the  Emperor's  wish  to  procure 
blacks  from  Egypt.  This  report  somewhat  confirms  the  surmise  in  my  last  ' 
despatch  that  the  Emperor  had  sounded  the  courts  of  Europe  before  taking  a 
step  which  would  violate  the  rights  of  the  Porte,  as  suzerain  of  Egypt  It  also 
partially  accounts  for  the  confidence  with  which,  in  official  quarters  here,  it 
was  predicted  that  there  would  be  no  protest  from  the  European  powers  against 
the  offence.  In  what  light  the  proposed  measure  was  presented  to  secure  in 
advance  such  an  acquiescence  I  can  only  conjecture.  If  these  reports  be  true, 
th*e  United  States  is  the  only  great  power  which  is  not  hampered  from  protest- 
ing against  the  Emperor's  transaction. 

On  the  20th  instant,  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  consular  corps  were  formally 
received  by  the  new  Viceroy,  Ismael  Pacha,  at  the  citadel,  in  Cairo.     With  the 
military  display,  and  the  attendance  of  the  high  officers  of  government,  who, 
like  his  Highness  and  the  consuls  general,  were  in  uniform,  the  ceremony  was  j 
somewhat  imposing.    The  Viceroy  listened,  standing,  to  the  address  of  thfil^ 
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consular  corps,  which  was  read  by  the  Austrian  consul  general,  and  delivered 
a  brief  and  well  expressed  reply  declaratory  of  his  policy.  The  main  featuefl 
of  this  policy  were  announced  to  be  the  development  of  agriculture  and  commerce; 
the  adoption  (contrary  to  the  system  of  his  predecessors)  of  a  civil  list,  which 
he  will  not  exceed ;  the  suppression  of  government  corvecs,  which  have  with- 
drawn so  much  labor  from  agriculture ;  encouragement  of  public  instruction, 
strict  administration  of  justice,  and  order  and  economy  in  the  finances.  The 
consular  address  and  the  Viceroy's  reply  are  herewith  transmitted,  marked  A. 

His  Highness  also  stated,  in  reply  to  a  remark  by  the  French  consul  gen- 
eral, that,  in  abolishing  corvees,  he  had  no  design  to  arrest  the  works  on  the 
Suez  canal,  which  are  largely  carried  on  by  that  system. 

The  Viceroy  and  his  official  guests  then  seated  themselves  on  the  divan, 
and,  after  the  usual  civilities  of  pipes  and  coflTee,  the  reception  closed. 

The  new  Viceroy,  who  is  a  son  of  Ibrahim  Pacha,  the  conqueror  of  8ym 
and  Greece,  receives  the  viceroyalty  not  in  the  direct  line,  but  according  to  the 
rule  which  gives  the  succession  to  the  oldest  male  of  the  blood  of  Mehemet  Aii. 

He  has  begun  his  administration  by  several  energetic  measures  for  the  pro- 
motion of  agriculture  and  commence.  The  government  steamers  have  been 
ordered  to  transport  the  cotton  of  the  interior  to  this  port,  a  work  too  great  for 
the  present  railway  facilities  of  Egypt.  The  enterprise  of  laying  a  double 
tracK  of  rails  between  here  and  Cairo  has  been  hastened,  and  the  corvee  of 
laborers  for  building  palaces  and  works  of  no  public  utility  has  been  stopped. 

Ismael  Pacha  has  already  shown  a  very  considerable  administrative  talent 
in  the  conduct  of  his  private  affairs.  His  vast  sugar  and  cotton  estates  hate 
been  managed  with  a  prudence  and  skill  which  have  proved  highly  remanent- 
tive,  the  value  of  his  cotton  crop  alone  for  the  past  season  being  estimated  at 
pne  million  of  dollars.  His  success  on  more  than  one  occasion  as  regent,  dnrin; 
the  late  Viceroy's  visits  abroad,  also  affords  a  iiavorable  augury  for  the  future. 

I  cannot  allow,  the  death  of  Said  Pacha  to  pass  without  recurring  to  some  of 
his  claims  to  public  remembrance. 

Mohammed  Said  Pacha,  son  of  Mehemed  Ali,  and  the  fourth  hereditaiy 
Viceroy  of  Egypt,  was  bom  in  1822,  and  began  his  reign  on  the  14th  Jnlj, 
1854,  ruling  nearly  nine  years.  Those  nine  years  have  been,  perhaps,  the 
most  fruitful  of  benefits  that  Egypt  has  enjoyed  for  many  centuries.  During 
that  period  the  oppressive  monopoly  enjoyed  by  the  government  of  the 
agricultural  products  of  the  country  has  been  abolished,  together  with  the 
vexatious  system  of  internal  custom-houses.  The  lands  of  which  the  Viceroj 
was  once  exclusive  proprietor  have  been  divided  amon^  the  shieks  and 
lieads  of  village  families.  The  laborer  has  been  freed  firom  the  seiftge 
which  bound  him  to  the  soil  where  he  was  attached,  foreign  enterprise  and 
mprovements  have  been  encouraged,  and  heavy  taxes  have  been  removed  at 
the  sacrifice  of  a  large  part  of  the  Viceroy's  revenue.  From  all  these,  as  wdl 
as  other  beneficent  reforms,  the  country  has  to  thank  Said  Pacha.  Without  his 
aid,  also,  the  Suez  canal  would  not  have  been  attempted,  and,  amid  all  its  ob- 
stacles, he  has  been  its  steadfast  friend^ 

He  has  made  most  liberal  gifts  to  schools  and  churches  of  all  Christian  sects 
established  here,  and,  on  several  occasions,  has  effectively  checked  religion* 
fanaticism  and  persecution,  in  spite  of  the  adverse  pressure  of  the  Mohammedan 
hierarchy. 

The  United  States  are  under  special  obligations  to  his  friendship.  The 
prompt  and  unequivocal  announcement  at  the  outbreak  of  our  southern  rebellioB 
of  his  purpose  to  exclude  from  his  harbors  all  vessels  bearing  an  unrecogniied 
flag,  the  facilities  he  offered  us  for  obtaining  Egyptian  cotton  on  a  footing  with 
the  manufacturers  of  England,  the  severity  with  which  he  punished  the  inflaen- 
tial  persecutors  of  the  American  missionaries'  agent,  and  the  noble  gift  to  the 
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American  Bcbool  of  a  building  worth  $50,000,  have  been  recorded  in  mj  former 
despatches. 

Said  Pacha  had  enjojed  a  fine  education.  In  youth  he  had  studied  mathe- 
matics, design,  and  nautical  science,  besides  undergoing  a  long  and  severe 
apprenticeship  in  the  naval  service  until,  in  the  time  of  his  not  too  indulgent 
&ther,  he  became  admiral  of  the  Egyptian  fleet.  He  was  very  familiar  with 
the  oriental  and  French  languages,  and  had  a  slight  acquaintance  with  English 
and  other  tongues.  He  was  a  man  of  quick  wit,  varied  intelligence,  enlightened 
opinions  on  many  subjects,  and  of  very  agreeable  social  qualities.  His  impulses 
were  generous,  and  undue  advantage  was  often  taken  of  his  facile  disposition. 

He  could  hardly  avoid  the  inflcuence  of  the  system  in  which  he  was  Drought 
iq),  and  his  conduct  at  times  was  the  natural  result  of  the  union  of  unregulated 
passions  with  the  possession  of  despotic  power.  He  was  extravagantly  fond  of 
mihtary  pomp,  and,  notwithstanding  a  private  income  larger  than  that  of  any 
European  sovereign,  he  embarrassed  himself  by  his  prodigal  expenditure  for 
the  army.  The  last  freak  of  this  kind  attributed  to  him  was  the  purchase  of 
20,000  uniforms,  of  which  the  buttons,  even  of  the  ordinary  soldiers,  were  of 
solid  silver  and  of  large  size.  The  evils  of  this  extravagant  taste  were  aggra- 
vated by  his  aversion  to  the  details  of  business. 

In  religion  he  was  an  indifferent  Mussulman,  but  paid  respect  to  the  belief  of 
his  people  by  making,  in  February,  1861,  the  pilgrimage  to  Medinah^  which 
once  in  a  lifetime  is  required  from  every  follower  of  the  Prophet.  On  one  oc- 
casion, when  speaking  of  his  relations  with  the  Porte,  he  told  me  he  knew  that, 
without  the  adverse  intervention  of  European  governments,  he  could  easily  es- 
tablish his  independence,  but  that  the  declining  power  of  Mohammedanism  made 
it  a  patriotic,  as  well  as  a  religious,  duty  that  its  disciples  should  remain  one 
people.  He  admitted  that  the  decline  of  Mohammedanism  was  due  to  the  bigotry 
of  its  religious  leaders  and  their  opposition  to  that  spirit  of  improvement  which 
characterizes  the  nations  of  the  west. 

Said  Pacha  leaves  but  one  child,  Tousoon  Pacha,  a  boy  of  ten  years  of  age. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  S.  THAYER. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 


Mr,  Thayer  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  30.]  United  States  Consulate  General, 

Alexandria,  February  17,  1863. 

Sir  :  Shortly  after  the  accession  of  the  present  Vicerdy  disturbances  occurred 
between  the  native  and  foreign  born  residents  of  Egypt  which  was  thought  to 
betoken  a  serious  uprising  of  Moslems  against  Christians.  They  commenced 
on  the  30th  ultimo  with  the  maltreatment  of  a  French  subject  by  an  Arab  mob, 
but  at  the  instance  of  the  French  consul  general  his  Highness  inflicted  so  sum- 
mary a  punishment  on  the  principal  offenders  that  the  public  alarm  has  greatly 
subsided. 

By  the  fanatical  party  of  the  Mohammedans  it  was  expected  that  the  new 
ruler  would  reverse  the  tolerant  regime  of  his  predecessor,  and  this  expectation 
was  manifested  in  the  form  of  popular  cries  and  insults  to  foreigners  in  the 
streets,  but  his  Highness  has  declared  himself  a  friend  of  religious  equality,  and 
announced  that  he  will,  with  a  strong  hand,  suppress  any  attempt  on  the  part 
of  his  people  at  tumult  or  persecution. 

If  further  proof  on  this  point  were  wanting,  it  would  be  fouij,(|,if||.JiyyB^Qgp^ddc 
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lie  yesterday  accorded,  at  his  palace  in  Cairo,  to  a  deputation  of  American  deigj- 
men  and  missionaries. 

As  they  entered  the  Viceroy  rose  from  the  divan  and  stood  while  recei^ng 
them.  I  then  spoke  (in  French)  to  this  effect :  "  Highness,  I  have  the  honor  to 
present  to  you  my  fellow-citizens,  the  Rev.  Drs.  Dale  and  Prestley,  who  rep- 
resent the  national  assembly  of  a  very  important  division  of  the  American  chnrcL 
Before  returning  to  America,  to  render  an  account  of  their  visit  here,  these  dis- 
tinguished gentlemen  desire  to  pay  you  their  respects,  and  to  make  known  tp 
you  their  appreciation  of  your  enlightened  and  Hberal  policy  in  regard  to  tiie 
Christians  in  Egypt. 

"  I  have  also  the  pleasure  to  present  to  you  Messieurs  the  instructors  of  the 
American  school  in  Egypt.  If,  as  your  Highness  has  said  in  his  noble  discoune 
to  the  consular  corps,  'education  is  the  basis  of  all  progress,'  these  gentlemoi 
are  the  benefactors  of  the  country,  and  with  all  my  heart  I  recommend  them  to 
your  benevolent  regard." 

The  Viceroy  replied  that  he  highly  appreciated  the  honor  of  tbis  visit  from 
the  representatives  of  the  American  church,  and  would  do  all  in  his  power  to 
make  their  stay  agreeable.  To  the  instructors  of  the  American  school  he  wonld 
say,  "  that  he  thanked  them  for  coming  here  to  spread  the  light  of  civilization 
and  improvement  over  the  country,  and  at  any  time  they  might  need  it  they 
would  have  his  protection  and  support."  Such  is  the  substance  of  the  Viceroy's 
reply. 

The  company,  numbering  eight,  were  invited  to  be  seated,  and  an  agreeable 
conversation  was  held  over  the  chibouques  and  coffee.  His  Highness  strongly 
repeated  his  friendly  assurances  to  the  missionaries,  approved  their  efforts,  and 
showed  much  interest  in  the  details  which  they  gave  him  of  their  plans.  Ii 
short,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  interview,  he  displayed  an  unaffected 
liberality  of  sentiments,  which,  at  this  time,  is  peculiarly  reassuring. 

The  accession  of  the  Viceroy  and  the  arrival  of  the  firman  of  investiture  from 
the  Porte  have  given  occasion  to  the  usual  prolonged  illuminations  and  festiri- 
ties.  On  the  8a  instant  his  Highness  entertained  the  consular  corps  in  Alex- 
andria at  a  magnificent  dinner,  to  which  the  guests  were  invited  to  come  in  nni- 
form.  As  my  uniform  happened  to  be  at  Cairo,  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles 
distant,  and  as  the  invitation  came  too  late  to  telegraph  for  its  transmission  by 
the  regular  train  of  that  morning,  his  Highness,  without  my  knowledge,  was 
kind  enough  to  order  a  special  train  to  bring  it  in  the  afternoon,  so  that  I  was 
able  to  attend  the  dinner  at  the  palace.  I  have  thought  this  act  of  cotntesy 
worthy  of  my  official  mention. 

As  a  supplement  to  my  despatch^  No.  29, 1  here  copy  from  the  manuscript 
the  opinion  on  the  condition  and  resources  of  Egypt,  given  by  Sir  Heniy 
Bulwer,  British  ambassador  to  the  Porte,  at  a  public  dinner,  held  in  Alex- 
andria, January  31,  18S2.  Sir  Henry  had  passed  several  weeks  of  incessant 
inquiry  on  the  subject  of  which  he  speaks : 

"  The  exportations  during  the  last  few  years  have  increased  by  about  one- 
fourth,  and  importations  nearly  the  same.  More  than  500,000  acres  are  cnl- 
tivated  now  that  were  not  cultivated  five  years  ago,  and  the  produce  will  be 
about  double  this  year  what  it  was  a  few  years  since.  Let  me  add  that  the  pro- 
duction of  cotton  has,  within  a  short  period,  had  an  immense  increase,  while  its 
value  was  four  times  what  it  was  ;  and  it  is  gratifying  to  connect  with  this  im- 
proved profit  of  the  soil  a  fact  to  which  I  have  already  alluded,  viz  :  that  the 
serf  of  former  times  bad  become,  under  Said  Pacha's  reign,  a  proprietor. 

"The  revenue,  which  has  increased  in  much  the  same  proportion, in  imports  and 
exports,  is  c£3,700,000;  and  the  whole  amount  of  obligations  about  c€ll,O00,000. 
Of  these  de2,400,000  represent  a  loan  bearing  interest  at  ten  per  cent.,  which  will 
be  extinguished  in  thirty  years.     Various  obligations  amount^with  die  inteiesti 
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to  ^5,000,000 ;  bat  they  have  to  be  paid  within  a  short  period,  and  this  is  the 
principal  canse  of  the  Viceroy's  embarrassments  at  this  moment. 

''c£3,600,000  are  set  down  to  engagements  with  the  Suez  Canal  Company, 
for  which  15,000,000  of  francs  of  treasury  bonds  have  been  given  ;  the  rest  is 
fortunately  to  be  acquitted  by  graduated  payments  which  terminate  in  the 
year  1874. 

"But  the  main  fact  to  consider  is,  that  the  annual  expenses  of  the  govern- 
ment may  be  satisfied  with  about  de2,000,000.  The  rest  remains  at  the  Vice- 
roy's disposal,  and,  consequently,  after  withdrawing  all  that  he  can  personally 
require,  upwards  of  j£l,000,000  can  be  annually  applied  to  the  extinction  of 
existing  debts,  and  when  the  pressing  portions  of  these  debts  are  extinguished, 
to  oWects  of  public  utility  and  improvement. 

"  1  cannot  but  acknowledge  that  with  the  balance  at  his  disposal,  hia  High- 
ness, Said  Pacha,  should  not  have  got  into  difficulties.  Nevertheless,  taking 
things  as  thev  are,  many  staters  would  be  glad  to  be  in  no  greater  difficulties 
than  he  is  at  this  moment." 

The  improvidence  of  the  late  Viceroy  exemplified  the  singular  opinion  enter- 
tained by  his  distinguished  father  on  the  subject  of  political  economy.  In  Sir 
John  Bowring's  report  on  Egypt,  prepared  by  order  of  the  English*  govern- 
ment in  the  year  1839,  the  writer  says  of  Mehemet  Ali : 

"He  once  said  to  me,  *I  have  desired  Hekekyan  (Bey)  to  prepare  for  me.  an 
account  of  the  exports  and  imports  of  the  United  States  of  America.  They 
send  away  more  of  their  goods  than  they  take  from  others,  so  their  trade  must 
be  profitable.'  I  endeavored  to  show  him  that  if  the  trade  was  profitable,  the 
amount  of  imports  must  be  more  than  that  of  exports,  the  balance  being  the 
profit;  but  that  in  all  statements  of  imports,  bullion  and  smuggled  goods  escaped 
the  notice  in  the  official  tables.  He  inquired  what  was  the  rate  of  interest 
in  the  United  States.  *  Is  it  not  a  pity  they  have  no  national  debt? '  he  said, 
'for  a  national  debt  helps  to  develop  the  resources  of  a  nation.  It  is  a  good 
thing  to  have  a  national  debt.'  I  answered  him  that  we  would  willingly  give 
him  a  portion  of  ours." 

If  Mehemet  Ali  had  lived  until  this  day  he  would  have  ceased  to  commiserate 
.  us  for  the  want  of  a  national  debt. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  S.  THAYER. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,   WasMngton,  D,  C, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Thayer, 


No.  18.J  Dbpabtmbnt  op  Statb, 

February  19,  1863. 

Sir  !  Tour  despatch  of  January  18  (No.  27)  has  been  received.    The  vig- 
ilance and  diligence  which  you  exercised  on  the  important  occasion  there  re- 
ferred to  are  appreciated.     The  subject  involved  in  the  proceedings  which  oc- 
curred on  this  occasion  will  receive  due  consideration. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
William  S.  Thayer,  Esq.,  tfc,,  tfc.,  Ifc,,  Alexandria.  * 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Thayer. 

No.  19.]  Department  op  State, 

Washingt<m,  March  6,  1863. 
j  Sir  :  Your  desDatch  of  the  27th  of  January  (No.  28)  has  been  received. 

.'  In  addition  to  further  reports  concerning  the  recent  transportation  by  the  Em- 
-\  peror  of  the  French  of  blacks  from  Egypt  for  military  service  in  Mexico,  it 
contains  an  interesting  account  of  the  new  Viceroy's  reception  of  the  constilar 
corps  at  Cairo,  and  of  the  energetic  measures  with  which  he  has  begun  his  ad- 
ministration, together  with  a  just  and  discriminating  tribute  to  the  public  char- 
acter of  his  predecessor  Mohammed  Said  Pacha. 

His  Highness  Ismail  Pacha,  whose  enlightened  policy,  as  already  indicated 
by  the  measures  to  which  you  refer,  afforas  a  favorable  augury  for  the  fatTure, 
has  the  best  wishes  of  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
William  S.  Thayer,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  Aleocandria. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Thayer. 


No.  20.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  23,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  very  interesting  despatch  of  the  17th  ultimo  (No.  30)  has  been 
received. 

The  reception  bv  the  Viceroy  of  a  deputation  of  American  clergymen  and 
missionaries,  of  which  your  despatch  contains  an  account,  has  given  much 
satisfaction  to  the  President,  and  you  are  instructed  to  make  this  kno¥m  to  hiB 
Highness  on  some  suitable  occasion. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
William  S.  Thayer,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^c,  4^.,  Alexandria. 


Mr.  Thayer  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  32.]  United  States  Consulate  General. 

Alexandria,  April  18,  1863. 

Sir:  Abdul  Aziz,  Sultan  of  Turkey,  yesterday  afternoon  left  this  port, 
having  made  a  sojourn  in  Egypt  of  eleven  days. 

From  the  conquest  until  now,  a  period  of  nearly  three  centuries  and  a  half, 
no  Sultan  has  visited  Egypt.  On  the  13th  of  April,  in  the  year  1517,  Selim 
t)ie  First  gained  the  battle  at  Cairo,  which  resulted  in  the  death  of  the  Soldan 
Touman  J^e^y,  last  national  sovereign  of  the  country.  Since  then  it  has  been 
an  important  though  almost  independent  province  of  the  Ottoman  empire. 

For  many  years  superstition  or  etiquette  has  required  the  Sultan  never  to 
leaved  Constantinople.  Abdul  Aziz,  however,  is  endowed  with  an  activi^  of 
mind  which  has  broken  through  this  restriction,  and  hence  this  voyage  which 
is  to  include  a  visit  to  other  parts  of  his  dominions.  He  is  determined  to  know 
something  personally  of  the  regions  he  governs,  and  does  not  like  to  be  the 
puppet  of  ministers  and  European  advisers.  According  to  the  statements  of 
those  who  are  intimate  with  him,  he  is  deeply  sensibly, j^f^j^fi^  46^^^  qf.educa- 
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tion,  which  certainly  mtist  Beem  in  Btriking  contrast  with  the  more  European 
training  of  the  ruling  family  in  Egypt.  He  is  reported  to  say,  "  I  have  been 
brought  up  among  eunuchs  and  women;  what  can  I  know  of  my  kingdom  1 
Give  me  men  to  serve  me  who  can  lead  me  right." 

His  Majesty's  fleet  of  five  steamers  arrived  in  the  evening  of  the  6th  instant. 
A  hundred  and  one  guns  were  fired  to  welcome  his  coming,  and  the  palaces  of 
the  government  were  most  sumptuously  fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  himself 
and  suite.  Magnificent  illunciinations  by  the  government  and  by  private  citizens 
were  made.  The  Viceroy  alone  expended  in  illuminating  Alexandria  and  Cairo, 
on  the  entrance  of  the  Sultan,  not  less  than  $100,000. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  instant  the  consular  corps  were  received  by  his 
Majesty  at  the  Bas-el-Tine  palace,  in  Alexandria,  with  a  very  imposing  military 
show.  As  they  were  ranged  in  the  hall  of  reception,  Kamil  Bey,  the  chamber- 
lain, first  entered,  then  Fuad  Pacha,  minister  of  war,  then  Halem  Pacha,  uncle 
of  the  Viceroy,  and  then  the  Viceroy  himself.  All  of  them  were  attired  in 
gorgeous  uniforms. 

Finallv,  the  Sultan  entered,  a  man  of  apparently  thirty-five,  of  medium  size, 
simply  clad  in  black,  his  dress  consisting  of  a  loose  sack  coat,  and  trowsers  of 
European  pattern,  wearing  nothing  pecmiarly  oriental  except  th«  ordinary  red 
tarbouck  on  his  head,  the  sabre  of  honor,  and  on  his  breast  a  massive  and  bril- 
liant decoration  of  diamonds.  On  the  little  finger  of  his  right  hand  sparkled  a 
very  large  ruby,  a  favorite  stone  with  the  Turks. 

His  Majesty's  features  are  sharp,  nose  prominent  and  aquiline,  and  the  lower 
part  of  his  face  covered  with  a  well- trimmed  black  beard.  His  eyes  are  large, 
dark  and  restless,  playmg  about  like  lightning  everywhere  but  on  the  counte- 
nances of  those  who  are  before  him.  This  is  a  part  of  the  Sublime  Porte 
etiquette;  and  when  the  Viceroy  presented  each  of  the  consuls  general,  the 
august  sovereign,  while  making  the  slightest  possible  inclination  of  his  body, 
kept  his  glances  either  directly  over  the  heads  of  his  new  acquaintances,  or 
else  turned  them  sideways  towards  a  comer  of  the  ceiling.  In  like  manner, 
when  driving  in  his  carriage  through  the  streets,  he  apparently  takes  no  notice 
of  the  crowds  who  are  gazing  on  him. 

After  the  formal  presentation,  the  Russian  consul  general,  as  dean  of  the 
consular  corps,  pronounced  a  short  address  of  congratulation,  which  was  trans- 
lated to  the  Sultan  in  Turkish  by  Fuad  Pacha.  His  Majesty  not  being  able  to 
speak  any  but  his  native  tongue,  or  perhaps  following  official  etiquette,  replied 
as  follows,  through  the  medium  of  the  interpreter : 

**  I  feel  a  lively  satisfaction  in  seeing  assembled  about  me  the  honorable  agents 
of  the  friendly  and  allied  powers.  I  have  come  to  Egypt  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  giving  to  the  Viceroy  a  new  proof  of  mv  good  will  and  of  my  special  affec- 
tion, and  of  seeing  this  so  important  part  of  my  empire.  All  my  efiiorts  to  look 
to  the  development  of  the  happiness  and  well-being  of  all  classes  of  mv  sub- 
jects throughout  my  dominions,  and  to  the  strengthening  of  the  ties  which  unite 
us  to  Europe.  I  have  also  the  conviction  that  the  Viceroy  marches  equally  in 
the  same  direction,  and  that,  following  in  the  footsteps  of  that  illustrious  man 
of  our  nation,  his  grandfather,  he  will  be  able  to  maintain  and  perfect  his  work." 

His  Majesty  then  walked  out  of  the  room,  followed  by  the  Viceroy,  who 
soon  returned  and  had  a  less  stately  interview  with  the  consular  corps.  On 
several  occasions  the  Sultan  rode  around  the  public  square,  the  streets  between 
the  sidewalks  being  entirely  cleared.  He  sat  alone  in  an  open  carriage  drawn 
by  four  horses,  and  escorted  by  his  excellently  mounted  guard  of  a  hundred 
spahis  or  zouaves  and  the  Viceroy's  chain-armored  cavfidry.  Next  in  order 
were  carriages  containing  the  chief  eunuch,  a  black  man  in  charge  of  his 
Majesty's  two  little  sons,  the  late  Sultan's  three  sons,  one  of  whom,  by  the  rule 
of  succession,  is  heir  apparent  to  the  throne,  and  the  ministers  and  pachas  of 
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Egypt  and  Turkey,  the  whole  dosing  with  a  cavalcade  of  soldiers  and  police- 
men. 

For  some  reason  which  has  not  heen  officially  explained,  the  Arab  women 
and  children  were  forbidden,  by  proclamation  made  by  public  criers,  to  appear 
in  the  street  when  the  Saltan  came  out,  under  penalty  of  imprisonment  and 
hard  labor.  It  is  said  that  in  this  country  the  women  are  more  out-spoken  and 
noisy  than  the  men,  and  that  they  are  the  only  people  who  loudly  criticise 
political  affairs.  His  Majesty,  in  part,  atoned  for  this  treatment  of  females  by 
presenting  the  mother  of  the  Viceroy  with  the  decoration  of  the  Order  rf 
Osmanieh — an  honor  seldom,  if  ever,  accorded  to  a  woman. 

While  in  Cairo  the  Sultan  occupied  the  citadel,  the  Shauba  palace  and 
gardens  of  Halem  Pacha  being  placed  at  the  disposal  of  his  ministers.  During 
a  hot  hampseen  wind  he  passed  a  day  at  the  pyramids  of  Gizeh,  not  ascending, 
but  walking  and  riding  on  horseback  around  them,  and  examining  the  Sphynx 
and  the  ancient  tombs  in  their  neighborhood.  He  also  visited  Suez,  where  he 
could  cross  the  Red  sea  to  the  aesert  of  Arabia.  Wherever  he  went,  his 
curiosity  was  awake  and  fully  exercised,  as  if  this  were  his  iirst  experience  of 
the  outer  world.  The  contrast  of  such  enerry  with  the  languid  indifference  of 
his  predecessor  is  a  subject  of  common  remidc. 

Ihe  Sultan  on  his  departure  carried  off  two  steamers  loaded  with  varieties  of 
Egyptian  animals,  useful  or  curious,  such  as  cows,  sheep,  four-homed  goats, 
giraffes,  gazelles,  foxes,  monkeys,  flamingoes,  and  paroquets.  He  also  exported 
eighty  iaisei  or  Egyptian  grooms,  men  who  run  like  winged  Mercuries  before 
the  carriages  of  their  masters,  and  whose  picturesque  attire  and  graceful  swift- 
ness form  a  noticeable  feature  in  the  street  life  of  Cairo. 

Not  long  before  going  away  his  Majesty  took  from  his  breast  the  decoration 
of  the  Osmanieh  and  gave  it,  with  the  saore  of  honor,  to  the  Viceroy  in  token 
of  his  special  appreciation.  His  visit  has  produced  a  highly  favorable  effect 
among  all  classes.  Comporting  himself  with  the  courteous  discretion  of  a  well- 
bred  guest,  he  has  respected  the  sensibilities  of  his  host,  the  hereditary  ruler  of 
the  country,  and  sedulously  avoided  any  needless  assumption  of  ofificial  supe- 
riority. It  is  believed  that  his  inspection  of  the  achievements  of  the  progressive 
wisdom  of  modem  Egypt,  with  which  he  has  expressed  great  satisfaction,  will 
result  in  improving  the  administration  of  the  entire  Ottoman  empire. 

During  his  sojourn,  Abdul  Aziz  afforded  a  signal  proof  of  liberality  in  be- 
stowing nonorary  decorations  on  each  of  the  chief  dignitaries,  not  only  of  the 
Mohanmiedan  faith,  but  of  the  various  Christian  sects  in  Egypt.  He  has  also 
distributed  thirty  thousand  dollars  in  gifts  among  the  hospitals  established  here 
by  European  Christians. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  8.  THAYER. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wdihingtan,  D.  C 


Mr.  Thayer  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  33.]  UiMTBD  States  Consulate  General, 

Alexandria,  April  31,  1863. 

Sir  :  Two  important  conventions  have  lately  been  made  between  the  Viceroy 
and  the  Suez  Canal  Company,  insuring  the  continued  support  of  the  Egyptian 
government  to  the  enterprise  of  establishing  a  navigable  canal'  between  the 
Mediterranean  and  the  Red  sea. 

By  one  of  them — ^that  dated  March  18,  1863 — ^the  Viceroy  agrees  to  build, 
at  hJs  own  expense,  a  portion  of  the  company's  fresh-water  canal,  commendng 
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on  the  Nile,  at  or  near  Cairo,  and  forming  a  junction  with  the  rest  of  that  canal 
at  what  is  called  Wady  Tonmilat,  a  distance  of  fifty  miles.  This  canal  will  be 
twenty-'five  metres  (over  eighty-one  feet)  wide  on  the  surface  line,  and  even  at 
the  lowest  mile,  two  metres  (over  six  and  a  half  feet)  deep,  so  as  to  serve 
equally  for  alimentation  and  for  purposes  of  irrigating  and  navigation.  By  the 
map  which  I  send,  (marked  A,)  the  proposed  line  from  Cairo  is  traced  in  ink. 
The  remainder  of  this  fresh-water  canal,  in  the  direction  of  Suez,  is  almost  com- 
pleted, and,  it  is  expected,  will  be  quite  so  by  the  coming  June.  I  have  referred 
to  this  sujbject  in  my  despatches  Nos.  24  and  31. 

It  was  found  that  the  ancient  canal  of  Moses,  of  which  the  company's  fresh- 
water canal  is  at  present  a  continuation,  could  not  furnish  an  adequate  supply 
for  the  company,  hence  the  necessity  of  taking  water  from  the  highest  level  of 
Cairo. 

By  former  conventions  the  company  were  entitled  to  all  unoccupied  lands  and 
to  such  private  estates  as  they  might  think  necessary  to  purchase  along  the  line 
of  their  works.  To  avoid  possible  difficulties  in  the  expropriation  of  such  lands 
bordering  on  the  proposed  section,  the  company  has  agreed  to  surrender  this 
privilege  fit>m  Cairo  to  the  Wady,  and,  in  return,  the  Viceroy  undertakes  to 
build  it  for  them,  following,  in  all  respects,  the  plans  of  tbeir  engineers,  and 
putting  it,  when  finished,  under  their  control.  Such  an  arrangement  also  an- 
swers the  objection  said  to  be  raised  by  the  Porte,  at  the  instigation  of  England, 
to  the  ftirther  concession  of  territory  for  French  colonization. 

The  other  convention — bearing  date  20th  March,  1863 — ^recognizes,  as 
obligatory,  the  debt  to  the  company,  contracted  by  the  late  Said  Pacha,  the 
balance  of  which,  amounting  to  over  $7,000,000,  (35,150,977  francs,)  the  gov- 
emment  agrees  to  discharge,  commencing  Ist  January,  1864,  by  a  regular 
monthly  mstalment  of  $300,000,  (1,500,000  francs.) 

This  settlement  is  reported  to  have  greatly  surprised  the  English  foreign  office, 
whose  spokesmen  in  Parliament  and  elsewhere  have  perseveringly  asserted  that 
the  Suez  company  shares  (177,642,  of  300  francs  each)  taken  by  the  late  Vice- 
roy were  entirely  personal,  and  not  government  liabilities,  and,  therefore,  that 
his  successor  could  not  consider  himself  bound  by  them.  Ij  is  stated  that  two 
days  after  the  conclusion  of  the  two  conventions  a  message  came  from  the  Porte, 
where  English  influence  is  paramount,  asking  that  the  negotiations  should  be 
suspended  for  further  discussion;  but  it  came  too  late,  and  the  agreement  cannot 
be  broken  without  danger  of  complications  with  France,  which  has  instructed 
its  representatives  here  to  sustain  the  interests  of  French  subjects  in  the  canal. 
The  progress  of  the  enterprise,  therefore,  may  be  regarded  as  assured. 

The  position  of  France  is  understood  to.be  this  :  "We  do  not  claim  the  right 
to  cut  a  canal  in  the  dominions  of  a  foreign  power ;  but  the  Suez  canal  is  a 
work  of  the  Egyptian  government.  Under  the  encouragement  of  that  govern- 
ment French  capitalists  have  largely  invested  in  it ;  we  therefore  shdl  insist 
that  their  interests  do  not  sufiPer,  and  that  engagements  made  with  them  be  ftil- 
filled."  Of  course,  this  being  so,  if  the  present  Viceroy  were  to  stop  the  work, 
th#  claims  for  indemnity  which  might  be  enforced  by  imperial  authority  would 
involve  infinitely  more  of  expense  and  vexation  than  would  result  from  its  con- 
tinuance. He  has,  therefore,  it  is  believed,  adopted  the  wiser  as  well  as  the 
more  economical  policy. 

It  is  probable  that  the  Porte  takes  but  little  interest  in  the  subject.  The 
most  plausible  objection  on  its  part,  seems  to  be  the  formidable  barrier  which  a 
wide  maritime  canal  interposes  between  Syria  and  Egypt,  cutting  off,  in  fact, 
all  land  communication  with  its  powerfril  dependency.  This,  in  case  of  a  revolt, 
would  prove  an  inconvenience.  But  it  might  be  answered  that  the  ties  which 
unite  Egypt  to  Turkey  can  only  be  maintained  by  the  acquiescence  of  the  Vice- 
roy, and  by  the  compulsion  of  European  governments.  ^  t 

Agam,  the  establishment  of  an  international  canal  ought  rather  to  pQlidi^^ 
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tlian  endanger  the  integrity  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  by  making  it  an  object  with 
the  maritime  powers  that  the  control  of  sudi  an  important  channel  of  commerce 
Bhoold  not  become  the  ezclnsive  possession  of  any  one  of  them. 

Another  testimony  to  the  practicability  of  the  Suez  maritime  canal  has  lately 
been  given  by  Mr.  Hawkshaw,  president  of  the  London  Society  of  Engineers. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  last  year  this  gentleman,  who  is,  perhaps,  the  most 
eminent  hydraulic  engineer  of  Great  Britain,  was  engaged  by  the  late  Viceroy 
to  come  from  England  and  report  impartially  on  the  Question  of  the  canaL  He 
accordingly  made  a  long  and  laborious  investigation  along  the  line  of  the  works 
on  the  isthmus,  and  has  prepared  a  very  elaborate  report,  which  will  soon  be 
published.    In  this  report  ne  arrives  at  two  conclusions,  viz : 

Ist  There  is  nothing  in  the  work  to  be  done  which  presents  any  extraordi- 
nary difficulty  in  execution,  and  no  probability  of  any  circumstance  which  will 
produce  difficulties  that  an  able  engineer  coula  not  surmount. 

2d.  That  no  difficulties  will  be  encountered  to  hinder  the  easy  and  effectiYe 
maintenance  of  the  work  when  it  shall  have  been  achieved;  and  that  to  keep  it 
in  good  and  working  order,  there  will  be  no  necessity  of  incurring  any  extraor- 
dinary or  disproportionate  annual  expense.  It  is  supposed  that  Mr.  Hawkshaw's 
report  will  dissipate  the  notion  of  the  impracticability  of  the  canal — a  notion 
founded  on  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Robert  Stephenson,  who  had  never  seen  the 
isthmus,  and  who,  though  eminent  in  railway  enterprises,  was,  unlike  Mr.  Hawk- 
shaw,  no  authority  in  regard  to  canals  and  hydraulic  engineering. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  S.  THAYER. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  Slate,  Washington,  2>.  C 


Mr,  Thayer  to  Mr.  Seward, 


No.  34.]  .  United  States  Consulate  General, 

Alexankria,  May  8,  1863. 

Sir  :  Letters  from  Khartoum  (of  April  2)  mention  the  arrival  from  the  upper 
country  of  Captains  Speke  and  Grant,  the  Englishmen  who,  about  two  years 
ago,  set  out  on  an  expedition  to  discover  the  sources  of  the  Nile,  which  it  is 
gratifying  to  learn  have  at  last  been  found. 

Captain  Speke  is  expected  to  arrive  at  Alexandria  in  a  few  days.  The 
explorers  stfluted  from  Zanzibar,  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa,  and,  proceeeding 
westwardly  on  the  line  of  five  degrees  south  latitude,  came  upon  a  very  large 
lake,  which  they  circumnavigated,  and  from  which,  it  seems,  the  White  Nue 
takes  its  rise.  To  this  lake  (which  is  entirely  distinct  from  the  neighboring 
lake,  Nyanzi,  already  discovered)  Captain  Speke  gave  the  name  of  Victoria. 
Coming  down  the  river,  he  arrived  about  the  Ist  cUiy  of  April  at  ELhartoum, 
his  party  having  been  reduced  by  desertions,  hostile  attacks  of  the  natives,  and 
disease,  from  seventy  to  seventeen.  It  is  said  he  reports  wonderful  stories  of 
the  ivory  and  other  resources  of  the  countries  he  has  visited. 

News  comes,  also,  of  the  safety  of  Mr.  Petherick,  the  English  explorer,  who, 
in  the  summer  of  1861,  went  up  the  Nile  to  meet  and  carry  assistance  to  Cap- 
tain Spoke's  party  on  their  voyage  home.  Mr.  Petherick,  who  was  sent  by  the 
Boyal  Geographical  Society  principally  to  establish  a  grain  supply  for  the  expe- 
dition at  Gondokora,  (a  place  a  little  less  than  five  degrees  north  of  the  equator,) 
had  been  reported  to  be  drowned,  with  all  his  companions ;  but  this  welcome 
intelligence  shows  that  he  has  been  able  to  fulfil  the  ptirpose  of  his^voyBge. 
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Meanwhile  Mr.  Baker,  an  Englisbman,  is  said  to  have  left  Khartoum,  on  an 
expedition  of  eighteen  months,  to  explore  the  newly  discovered  lake. 

It  thus  appears  that  the  source  of  the  Nile,  the  problem  which  has  puzzled 
mankind  from  the  earliest  antiquity,  has  been  found  at  a  distance  of  over  2,500 
miles  from  its  mouth. 

The  English  government  and  the  Porte  have  lately  interested  themselves  in 
r^ard  to  the  Suez  canal,  which  the  former,  in  consequence,  it  is  believed,  of  Sir 
Henry  Bulwer's  late  visit  here,  begins  to  see  is  really  in  danger  of  being  suc- 
cessfully completed.  The  Porte  objects  to  two  things  :  First,  to  the  system  of 
forced  labor ;  and  secondly,  to  the  surrender  of  lands  along  the  bank  of  the 
canal  to  the  company. 

It  says  to  the  Viceroy,  if  you  will  abolish  forced  labor,  we  will  co-operate 
with  you  in  trying  to  complete  the  work,  which  we  admit  to  be  a  work  of  ne- 
cessity and  importance  to  the  Ottoman  empire.  If  you  will  annul  the  concession 
of  lands,  we  are  willing  that  you  should  make  good  to  the  company  their  value 
in  money,  or  some  other  form,  although  that  concession  was  unauthorized  by 
the  Porte  and  ought  not  to  have  been  made.  We  consider  that  such  a  conces- 
sion involves  the  risk  of  French  colonization,  and  the  virtual  establishment  of 
an  imperium  in  imperio.  For,  according  to  the  capitulation,  foreigners,  settling 
in  Ottoman  territories,  are  exempt  from  local  jurisdiction,  and  are  subject  solely 
to  their  own  government. 

To  this  Mr.  de  Lesseps,  president  of  the  company,  replies  by  two  notes,  in 
one  of  which,  (herewith  sent,  marked  A,)  dated  April  14,  1863,  he  argues  at 
length  that  the  labor  of  the  canal  is  not  Jarced^  in  the  offensive  sense  of  the 
term.  The  Egyptian  government,  he  says,  ftimishes  laborers  according  to  the 
plan  of  compubion  employed  in  public  works  and  canals  since  the  earliest 
times,  and  without  which  Egypt  would  be  a  desert ;  but  the  rigors  of  the  system 
are  mitigated  by  kind  treatment,  the  short  period  of  toil,  viz.,  (twenty-five  days 
for  each  man,)  and  by  a  sure  reward,  at  least  equal  to  the  average  wages  of 
laborers  throughout  Egypt. 

As  for  the  question  of^  surrendering  lands  granted  by  the  Viceroy,  he  says 
it  has  been  done  already  on  the  fresh-water  canal  from  Cairo  to  the  Wady,  and 
that  a  further  surrender  would  injure  the  interests  of  the  company  and  of  the 

?ublic  generally.  He  refers  also  to  the  appropriation  of  public  lands  in  the 
Inited  States  to  companies,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  complete  important 
public  works,  and  where,  as  in  this  case,  the  possession  is  given  without  carry- 
ing with  it  the  right  of  sovereignty. 

The  company,  he  avers,  does  not  ask  sovereignty,  and  all  its  colonies  will  be 
under  local  jurisdiction.  He  then  renews  the  proposition  formerly  made  to 
guarantee  to  all  nations  in  the  most  conclusive  manner  the  neutrality  of  the 
canal.  These  propositions  are  given  in  another  note  to  the  Porte,  also  dated 
April  14,  of  which  I  transmit  a  copy,  (marked  B.) 

No  final  action  has  been  taken  on  the  demands  of  the  Porte,  and  the  works 
on  the  canal  go  on  as  usual.  But  the  Viceroy  is  occupying  himself  with  the 
warm  question  of  effecting  an  arrangement  with  the  company,  which  will,  with- 
out impairing  its  interests,  remove  the  objections  of  the  Snltan.  Although 
there  are  difficulties  in  the  way  of  a  solution,  yet  there  is  no  doubt  that,  in  any 
case,  the  labors  on  the  canal  will  continue  uninterrupted. 

The  Sultan  and  Viceroy  are  warm  supporters  of  the  enterprise,  and  the  only 
opposition  it  experiences  relates  not  to  the  work  itself,  but  to  collateral  ques- 
tions of  mana^ment  and  detail. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  S.  THAYER. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Woihington,  D.  C,  r^  T 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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[TnntlaUoD.] 

Abte  upon  the  emtinffttU  qf  laborers  on  the  worke  <^  the  Suet  Qmal  Company. 

Caibo,  AprU  14,  1861 
The  fertility  of  the  soil  depends  in  Egypt  on  a  single  &ct,  the  exiatence  of  the  Kile, 
whoee  annual  floods  come  to  refresh  and  fertilize  the  soil.    Deprived  of  irrigation,  Effypt 
would  be  nothing  but  a  desert,    it  exists  only  by  the  force  of  the  phenomenon  of  peiiodls 
floods,  whose  return  is,  happily,  as  regular  as  the  revolution  of  the  planets. 

But  the  river  does  not  itself  extend  its  bounties  beyond  its  shores.  Hence  the  necessity 
of  recourse  to  artificial  means  to  manage  and  direct  the  waters  in  snch  manneras  to  spread 
them  over  the  most  distant  parts  of  the  territory;  hence  the  need  of  a  vast  system  of 
canalization  and  of  embankments  and  dykes,  the  opholding  of  which  may  not  be  negleokad 
a  single  day,  without  exposing  part  of  the  country  to  barrenness  and  ruin. 

But  it  may  be  assumed  as  certain  that  these  tracts  of  land  requiring  general  and  coa- 
tinnous  attention,  as  well  as  great  executive  means  and  considerable  outlay,  would  never 
be  reclaimed  if  tbey  were  abandoned  to  the  carelessness  of  individuals  whose  resources  are, 
besides,  too  limited  to  suffice  for  the  attainment  of  the  end. 

It  pertains  to  the  local  administration  to  provide  for  this,  and  that  cannot  provide  for  It 
unless  by  temporary  drafts  of  young  laborers,  who  thus  disdiai-ge  their  personal  obligationi 
to  the  country. 

Placed  on  the  confines  of  Africa  and  Asia,  washed  on  one  side  by  the  Bed  sea,  on  the  other 
by  the  Mediterranean,  Egypt  is  the  Bhortest  and  most  direct  route  between  the  western  and 
eastern  world— the  central  point  of  the  vast  relations  which  at  this  day  connect  Europe  and 
America  with  oriental  Africa,  the  Indies,  China,  Oceanica. 

The  Egyptian  government,  struck  with  the  benefits  which  would  spread  over  its  own 
territory,  could  it  any  longer  delay  to  open  to  the  advantage  of  all  nations  the  great  channel 
of  communication  which  secures  its  moral  existence  just  as  the  upholding  of  its  inland 
canalization  assures  its  material  existence  ?  Could  it  avoid  supplying  the  contingents  of 
workmen  necessary  to  the  completion  of  these  indispensable  works  of  public  usefulness? 

Its  right  had  not  been  disputed  by  England,  and  it  had  been  very  severely  tested  at  the 
solicitation  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  British  agents  on  the  work  of  the  railroad  from  Alex- 
andria to  Suez,  wh^re,  on  the  section  from  Cairo  to  Suez,  especially,  it  may  be  said  the  rails 
mte  laid  on  thousands  of  Egyptian  skeletons. 

But  the  Egyptian  government  understood  that  the  immemorial  right  of  drafting  laboren 
for  works  of  public  benefit  must  be  enforced  on  humane  conditions ;  and  that  In  place  of 
being  a  gratuitous  duty — that  is,  a  toll  which  is  still  levied  in  many  European  countries- 
it  should  be  a  source  of  gain  to  its  people. 

The  Suez  Canal  Company  has  had  *the  honor,  by  paying  their  laborers,  by  watching  over 
their  health  and  welfare,  of  inaugurating  the  new  system  of  the  abolition  qf  conned  labor, 
which  his  Highness  Ismail  Pacha  declared  he  would  extend  thenceforward  to  all  other  works 
in  Egypt.  In  fact,  there  will  be  no  more  compelled  labor,  from  the  day  when  labor  is 
everywhere  justly  recompensed,  as  it  now  is  on  the  isthmus. 

The  convention  made  on  this  head  with  the  Egyptian  government  is  dated  Jnly  20, 1856, 
and  is  thus  expressed : 

We,  Mahommed  Said,  Viceroy  of  Egypt,  djcsiring  to  assure  the  completion  of  the  works 
of  the  Suez  canal,  to  provide  for  the  good  treatment  of  the  Egyptian  laborers  who  will  be 
employed  there,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  watch  over  the  interests  of  the  fanners,  owners, 
and  contractors  of  the  country,  have  established,  in  concert  with  Mr.  Ferdinand  de 
Lesseps,  as  president,  founder  of  the  Universal  Company  of  the  Suez  Canal,  the  following 
regulations : 

Abticlb  1.  The  laborers  who  shall  be  employed  on  the  company's  works  shall  be  sup- 
plied by  the  Egyptian  government  on  the  application  of  the  engineers-in- chief,  aocordii^ 
to  their  need. 

Art.  2.  The  pay  granted  to  the  workmen  shall  be  fixed,  according  to  the  average  price 
paid  on  the  works  of  private  perilous,  at  the  sum  of  three  piasters  a  day,  not  including  the 
rations,  which  shall  be  furnished  by  the  company  to  the  value  of  one  piaster.  In  cases 
where  it  is  sure  that  the  laborers  who  ask  it  are  able  to  provide  themselves,  the  ration  shall 
be  given  to  them  in  money.  The  duty  of  supplying  potable  water,  in  abundance,  for  all 
the  wants  of  the  laborers,  shall  be  at  the  charge  of  the  company. 

Abt.  3.  The  number  of  laborers  employed  shall  be  determined  by  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  periods  of  agricultural  labor. 

AcconUng  to  this  convention  the  laborers  employed  by  the  company  must  earn  at  the 
rate  of  four  piasters  a  day — 120  piasters— say  twenty  francs  for  thirty  days'  labor. 
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At  ihis  time,  and  in  the  ordinary  condition  of  the  ground,  the  contingents  of  laborers 
are  paid  at  the  rate  of  forty  centimes  the  metre  cnbic.  When  they  receive  forty  centimes, 
they  do  in  twenty  to  tweoty-five  days,  at  most,  a  stint  of  sixty  cnbic  metres,  which  giyes 
them  one  hundred  and  twenty  piasters,  or  twenty  ftancs. 

On  difficult  ground  the  cubic  metre  is  paid  for  at  seventy  centimes,  but  then  the  stint  is 
leduoed.  In  this  case  the  laborer  does  not  earn  less  than  twenty  francs.  It  sometimes 
happens  that  they  earn  thirty,  and  even  forty. 

As  to  good  treatment,  of  which  they  are  the  objects,  it  has  become  publicly  notorious. 
The  number  of  dck  is  insignificant,  and  the  mortality  is  less  among  the  contingents  of  the 
isthmus  than  in  the  most  salubrious  villages  in  Egypt 

FEBD.  DE  LESSEPS. 


B. 

li-andation  qf  eoneesHon  cf  unenUivatsd  land*  on  (he  isihmus  to  the  Sukz  Oancd  CkmqKmy. 

By  the  terms  of  concession,  dated  January  6,  1855 : 

Abticlb  4.  The  canal  for  irrigation,  appropriated  to  fluvial  navigation,  under  the  condi- 
tions of  the  programme  of  the  international  scientific  commission,  will  have  its  origin  in  the 
proidmity  of  the  city  of  Cairo,  will  follow  the  valley  (Onady)  Toumilat,  and  will  empty  into 
Lake  Tomsah. 

Abt.  5.  The  branches  of  the  said  canal,  which  shall  be  detached  from  it,  shall  empty 
into  Lake  Tomsah;  from  this  point  they  shall  be  turned,  on  one  side  in  the  direction  of 
Sues,  on  the  other,  to  that  of  PeluBium,  parallel  with  the  great  maritime  canal. 

Abt.  10  For  the  construction  of  the  canals  and  dependencies  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
articles,  the  Egyptian  government  abfuidons  to  the  company  without  any  impost  or  return 
the  enjoyment  of  all  the  lands  which  do  not  belong  to  individuals  which  s^all  be  necessary. 

It  likewise  abandons  to  it  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  land  at  present  uncultivated,  and  not 
belonging  to  individuals,  which  shall  be  irrigated  and  placed  under  cultivation  by  its  care 
and  at  its  expense,  with  this  difference :  1st.  That  the  lands  comprised  in  this  last  category 
shall  be  exempt  from  any  impost  during  ten  years  only  from  the  date  of  putting  the^  in 
condition.  2d.  That  after  this  term  they  shall  be  subject  during  the  rest  of  the  concession 
to  the  obligations  and  imposts  to  which,  under  sitaillar  circumstances,  lands  in  other  prov- 
inces of  Egypt  shall  be  subjected.  Sd.  That  the  company  shall  after  that,  of  itself,  or 
through  those  having  right,  hold  the  enjoyment  of  these  lands,  and  of  the  drains  of  water 
necessary  for  their  fertilization,  at  the  charge  of  paying  to  the  Egyptian  government  the 
imposts  established  on  the  lands  in  like  condition. 

After  the  act  of  concession,  the  Suez  Canal  Company  retroceded  to  the  Egyptian  govern- 
ment its  rights  Mid  obligations  on  the  taking  of  water  from  the  fresh-water  canal  at  Cairo, 
and  all  that  part  comprised  between  Cairo  and  the  Wady  Toumilat ;  but  the  convention 
which  regulates  this  retrocession  especially  confirms  the  rights  and  obligations  of  the  com- 
pany over  the  other  sections  of  the  canal  of  fresh  water,  and  over  the  lands  which  will 
depend  upon  it.  The  company  has  accorded  all  that  it  could  accord  without  injury  to  the 
interest  confided  to  it,  and  the  purpose  of  general  advantage  which  it  proposes  to  attain. 

If  the  governments  see  fit  to  notice  it,  it  renews  the  propositions  which  its  president  and 
founder  made  in  1860,  during  his  sojourn  at  Constantinople,  to  the  Ottoman  government 
and  the  representatives  of  the  great  maritime  powers. 

Ist.  The  complete  neutrality  of  the  great  maritime  canal  from  Suez  to  Port  Said,  and 
freedom  of  passage,  at  all  times,  even  during  war,  should  be  proclaimed  to  general  com- 
merce of  whatever  nationality,  in  consideration  of  the  payment  of  duties  which  should  be 
alike  for  all.  This  neutrality  is  already  consecrated  in  principle,  in  article  14  of  the  act  of 
concession  granted  by  the  Viceroy  of  Egypt,  but  that  act,  binding  only  on  the  Viceroy  and 
the  company,  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  it  the  subject  of  agreement  between  all  the 
powers. 

2d.  Passage  through  the  Suez  canal  shall  be  interdicted  to  vessels-of-war,  unless  by  special 
authorization  from  the  local  government. 

dd.  The  company  shall  be  especially  interdicted  from  erecting  any  work  of  defence,  or 
any  fortification,  either  at  the  entrance,  or  along  the  banks  of  the  canal,  or  on  the  lands, 
the  use  and  enjoyment  of  which  it  may  possess  on  the  isthmus ;  nor  can  it  found  colonies 
of  cultivators  who  shall  not  be  subject  to  the  local  government. 

4tfa.  Vessels  passing  through  the  canal  cannot  land  troops  on  the  isthmus,  unless  in  cases 
of  sickness,  of  injuries  and  mishaps,  and  on  this  hypothesis,  it  shall  be  necessary  to  obtain 
the  authorization  by  the  Viceroy,  an  authorization  which  shall,  besides,  be  limited  by  the 
lorioitons  circmnstances  which  we  have  just  indicated.  ^,^n,^^^  ^y  ^^^  --Sl^ 
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(EDgland  is  the  oonntry  whSch  this  regulation  tt^re  particnlArly  intere^  as  it  is  site  fbst 
would  most  often  haye  to  daim  Its  benefit) 

6th.  The  lands  granted  to  the  company  cannot  be  utilized  under  the  anthority  of  the 
local  government,  unless  in  view  of  agricultural  improvementii ;  and  if  it  should  happen 
that  ^e  company  should  strengthen  or  aliene  all  or  portions  of  its  lands,  it  shall  be  held  to 
do  so  in  the  point  of  view  exclusively  of  financial  interests,  without  exception  of  perBOM 
or  distinctions  of  nationality. 

In  America  land  is  used  to  pay  the  cost  of  vast  public  works.  The  grants  of  land,  granted 
with  the  right  of  enjoyment,  and  not  with  the  right  of  sovereignty,  (which  is  qnite  ano&er 
'  thing,)  is  a  necessary  complement  of  the  grant,  and  gives  to  parties  concerned  a  guarantee 
for  profits  The  use  of  these  lands  being  well  defined,  their  possession  by  the  company 
will  cause  no  umbrage  to  any  one,  whilst  it  will  be  a  new  souroe  of  prosperity  to  Egypt, 
and  of  production  to  the  government  treasury. 

In  1865  the  Porte  caused  to  be  written  to  the  Viceroy  of  B^pt,  through  Kiamil  Padia, 
at  the  solicitation  of  the  English  ambassador,  to  ask  if  the  grant  of  lands  to  the  company 
was  not  contrary  to  ancient  usages,  and  to  the  principles  settled  by  Mehemet  All. 

His  Highness,  Mohanamed  Said,  replied : 

'*The  concessions  of  lands  made  to  the  canal  company  in  districts  to  this  time  uncnlti- 
vated,  and  destined  to  be  fertilized  by  an  inland  canal  drawn  from  the  Nile,  will  be  an 
advantage  to  Egypt,  whose  government  should  look  to  the  increase  of  its  prosperity  and 
revenues ;  if  a  like  example  could  be  pursued  in  other  provinces  of  the  empire,  where  inal- 
administration,  as  well  as  prejudices  destined  to  disappear,  have  impoverished  both  the 
people  and  the  country,  it  would  be  needful,  instead  of  creating  obstacles,  to  favor  those 
who  would  olTer  in  exchange  for  sterile  and  unproductive  lands  to  pay  the  usual  impost, 
and,  besides,  abandon  to  the  treasury  a  part  of  their  profits. 

**  There  is,  however,  nothing  contrary  to  precedents  nor  to  existing  usages  in  a  grant  of 
nncultivated  lands  made  to  an  anonymous  Egyptian  company,  whose  social  establishment  is 
at  Alexandria,  formed,  as  has  been  said,  by  capitalists  of  every  country,  who  consequently 
will  not  bring  with  them  the  characteristics  of  any  particular  nationality. 

"The  Mohammedan  law  says,  positively,  *  he  who  makes  an  unproductive  tract  of  land 
productive  shall  have  the  use  of  it  so  long  as  he  pays  the  taxes. ' 

**In  what  touches  Mehemet  All,  he  has  not  only  allowed  the  benefit  of  this  law  to 
natives,  but  has  extended  its  advantages  to  all  foreigners  who  have  asked  him  for  lands 
that  were  disposable.  About  1843,  especially,  he  distributed  as  well  to  English  as  to  other 
foreigners  around  Alexandria,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Mahmoudie  canal  up  to  the  desert, 
more  than  30,000  foddams  of  land. 

'Mt  is  in  great  part  to  this  measure  that  the  enormous  increase  in  the  profqperi^  of 
Alexandria  is  owing  ;  that  city,  which  scarcely  reckoned  40,000  people  in  1835,  at  this  time 
counts  more  than  120,000." 

This  reply  was  published  in  1860,  at  Constantinople ;  the  explanations  given  by  the 
Viceroy  were  regarded  as  satisfactory.  Kiamil  Pacha,  as  well  as  other  functional i<s,  wen 
much  blamed  for  the  manner  in  which  they  had  sought,  through  their  private  correspond- 
ence, to  turn  the  Viceroy  from  his  object. 

FERD.  DE  LESSEFS. 

Cairo,  Aprii  14,  1863. 


[Traiulation.J 


Mr.  l'Ambassabecr  :  You  will  remark,  on  reading  article  No.  1,  which  follows,  that  scmie 
years  ago  the  Sublime  Porte  was  seised  with  the  question  of  the  canal  of  Suez,  reserving  to 
itself  to  set  the  conditions  on  the  other  parts  of  the  project  of  tho  contract  which  was  sub- 
mitted to  it,  and  declared  that  it  desired  to  see  a  previous  understanding  established  between 
the  two  greatest  maritime  powers  on  the  exterior  guarantees  which  the  opening  of  this  im- 
portant way  demanded. 

Until  now  this  understanding  has  not  taken  place,  and  the  new  governor  general  of 
Egypt,  his  Highness  Ismail  Pacha,  having  addressed  to  the  government  of  his  Imperial 
Majesty  the  Sultan  the  official  demand  by  letter  to  the  Grand  Vizir,  of  which  you  will  flini 
a  copy  annexed,  marked  No.  2,  to  regularize  the  position  in  this  regard,  and  to  give  him 
clear  and  precise  instructions  as  to  what  he  should  do  and  say,  we  found  it  our  doty  to 
make  him  know  all  the  conditions  to  which  the  authorisation  of  the  Sublime  Porte  has 
always  been  subordinate,  conditions  which,  by  the  order  of  our  august  master,  we  submit 
to  the  equitable  and  friendly  appreciation  of  the  august  allies  of  his  Imperial  Majesty. 

We  thought  it  still  more  our  duty  to  express  ourselves  without  farther  delay,  as  we  have 
the  regret  to  see  the  works  advance  more  and  more  without  the  previous  lesolutioii  of  im- 
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portoat  qoerticmB  wbkii  are  ooimeoted  vAih.  it.  It  hat  become  neceflsary  lor  xm,  in  ooBsid- 
eration  of  the  iatereets  of  the  empire,  to  state  frankly  that  it  will  be  required  to  have  the 
aiithori»tioQ  of  the  sOYereign  of  the  couatry  before  this  work  can  become  realizable. 

It  doee  not  enter  into  the  thought  of  the  Porte  to  desire  to  prevent  the  realiaation  of  a 
project  which  oonld  be  of  general  atility,  but  it  cannot  consent  to  it,  Ist,  without  having 
the  certainty  of  having  international  stipulations  whioh  would  goars^tee  complete  neu^ 
trality,  as  that  of  the  Dardanelles  and  of  the  Bosphorus ;  2d,  only  with  conditions  of  a 
nature  to  protect  and  to  insure  the  important  interests  which  it  is  called  to  protect. 

Now  the  actual  project  does  not  offer  any  of  these  indispensable  guarantees. 

Since  its  origin  Uieie  are  two  facts^  above  all  others,  which  have  drawn  our  most  serious 
attention,  as  follows :  1st.  Notwithstanding  the  abolition  of  forced  labor,  and  the  last 
decree  of  the  Viceroy,  establishing  the  same  prohibition,  the  prefatory  work  is  entirely 
effected  by  this  system.  The  Egyptian  administration  forces  twenty  thousand  men  to 
abandon  thMT  fiunilies  and  pursuits  to  labor  on  the  canal.  These  people  are  obliged  to 
return  to  their  homes  at  their  own  expense,  and  the  greater  part  thereof  have  a  long  dla* 
tance  to  go,  without  considering  the  loss  they  experience  at  the  foroed  abandonment  of  their 
interests.  The  number  of  hands  thus  taken  away  from  industry,  agriculture,  and  com- 
merce, does  not  limit  itself  solely  to  the  twenty  thousand*  Whilst  20,000  are  at  work, 
40,000  are  on  the  route,  or  engageid  in  preparing  to  go  there ;  so  that  60,000  are  continually 
removed  from  their  firesides  and  occupations. 

I  think  it  superfluous  to  enlarge  on  the  disastrous  effects  of  such  a  systen^.  It  is  very 
striking.  The  Sublime  Porte  sees  the  impossibility  of  sanctioning  the  practice  of  such  a 
measure  in  Egypt,  when  it  does  not  permit  it  in  the  other  portions  of  the  empire. 

The  second  of  these  two  facts,  and  which  I  express  with  more  force,  is  the  concession  to 
the  company  of  fresh-water  canals  the  entire  territory  which  surrounds  them.  According 
to  the  terms  of  the  contract,  wherever  the  canals  in  question  would  extend,  the  company 
would  have  the  right  to  claim  as  its  property  the  territory  on  its  banks.  In  this  manner 
the  cities  of  Suez,  Timsah,  Port  Said,  and  all  the  frontier  of  Syria,  would  naturally  pass 
into  the  haiids  of  an  anonymous  company,  composed  in  a  great  measure  of  strangers,  sub- 
missive to  the  jurisdiction  of  their  respective  countries.  It  then  would  be  optional  with 
the  company  to  aeate  at  important  points  in  the  territory  of  the  Ottoman  empire  oolonies 
almost  independent  of  that  empire. 

We  do  not  think  there  exists  a  government  which  has  some  sense  of  independence  and 
its  duties  which  could  subscribe  to  a  transaction  of  this  nature. 

Consequently,  the  Sublime  Porte  would  fail  in.  all  its  duties,  and  lose  the  esteem  of  all 
its  friends,  and  would  permit  a  state  of  affiurs  to  be  established  destined  to  lead  to  contin- 
ual conflicts,  did  it  not  declare  that  that  claupe  would  never  be  sanctioned  by  it. 

In  recapitulation,  the  consent  of  the  Sublime  Porte  is,  and  should  be,  ludlssolubly  united 
to  the  previous  solution  of  these  questions  following,  to  wit :  the  stipulation  of  the  neu- 
traUty  of  the  canal,  the  abolition  of  forced  labor,  the  relinquishment  by  the  company  of 
the  clause  which  concerns  fresh-water  canals,  and  the  concession  of  surrounding  territory. 
Once  these  three  points  decided,  the  government  of  his  Majesty  the  Sultan,  in  union  with 
his  Highness  Ismail  Pacha,  will  hasten  to  take  into  serious  consideration  each  of  the  other 
articles  of  the  project  of  tiie  contract. 

As  to  the  whole  of  the  question,  it  only  exists  in  a  state  of  projection.  You  are  aware 
is  has  nevec  been  approved  by  the  Sublime  Porte.  The  company  itself  cannot  say  it  ignored 
the  necessity  to  obtain  the  previous  sanction  of  the  Sublime  Porte,  since  that  article  figures 
in  the  project  of  the  contract  as  one  of  the  fundamental  conditions  of  its  award.  It  is 
further  known  later,  when  M  de  Lesseps  asked  new  favors  of  the  deceased  Viceroy  for  the 
company,  he  engaged  by  contract  to  obtain  this  franchise  in  a  term  of  18  months,  an 
engagement  which  luis  never  been  fulfilled. 

Now  the  Sublime  Porte  addresses  itself  particularly,  and  with  the  greatest  confidence,  to 
its  two  most  sincere  allies,  to  ask  them  what  they  would  have  done  in  a  similar  circum- 
stance. 

Shall  we  permit  an  anonymous  society  to  establish  Itself  on  the  territory  of  the  empire, 
and  there  to  arrogate  to  itself  rights  which  the  Sublime  Porte  could  not  recognize,  as  a  sequel 
of  a  promised  conoeeslon  of  the  high  personage  who  governs  that  territory,  under  the  sov- 
ereignty of  the  Sultan,  on  the  express  condition  of  obtaining  the  confirmation  of  the  ter- 
ritorial sovereign. 

All  that  remains  for  us  to  do  to  give  a  renewed  proof  of  the  good  will  with  which  our 
august  master  is  animated  is,  to  repeat  once  more  that,  notwithstanding  the  infractions  we 
have  to  complain  of,  when  once  the  inadmissible  clauses  which  I  have  pointed  out  preceding, 
shall  have  been  withdrawn,  we  will  be  ready  to  examine  the  other  dispositions  of  the  contract 
without  the  least  prejudice.  According  to  the  strictest  equity,  the  company  will  not  have 
the  right  to  say  that  it  has  already  incurred  expense. 

It  knew  that  one  of  the  principal  conditions  of  the  contract  not  being  filled,  ^incurre4^ 
71  M  -'-----y  ^  — 
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thote  expentes  at  its  own  riik  and  peril.  Notwithstanding  tlie  Sublime  Porte  is  disposed 
to  take  into  consideration  private  interests  which  find  themselves  engaged  in  this  enter- 
prise, and  will  endeavor,  in  oonjanction  with  his  Highness  Ismail  Pacha,  to  combine  Um 
necessary  means  to  retnm  the  money  which  the  company  has  expended,  in  case  it  does  not 
desire  to  continue  the  work  without  the  advantages  which  cannot  be  ooooeded  to  it,  tfaea 
the  said  company  should  naturally  cede  the  work  it  has  already  o(H&menoad,  and  all  tht 
territory  it  oonsiders  as  its'  property. 

We  Jkould  also,  in  the  hypothesis  foreseen  above,  when  the  company  wonld  renoonci 
the  prosecution  of  the  projected  work,  the  Sublime  Porte,  sincerely  desirous  of  dotng  sll 
in  its  power  wtiich  depends  on  it  to  fscilitate  the  communications,  and  always  in  ooooerl 
with  the  Viceroy,  would  adopt  the  most  proper  measures  to  realias  the  execution. 

We  are  certain,  M.  TAmbassadeur,  that  the  frank  and  loyal  explanations  which  prsosdt 
will  not  fiiil  to  meet  the  entire  approbation  of  the  cabinet  of  his  Majesty  the  Bmperor ;  coa- 
sequenUy  I  wrote  you  to  read  this  despatch  to  the  minister  of  foreign  afiEairs,  and  to  lea?e 
him  a  copy. 

Accept,  ftc.,  &c., 

ALL 

Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Thaytr, 

No.  21.]     •  Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  May  18,  1863. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  18th  ultimo  (No.  32)  has  been  received.    The 
particulars  it  communicates  concerning  the  Sultan  of  Tui^ej's  late  Tisit  to 
Egypt  are  very  interesting,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  his  Majeety^s  had 
sojourn  there  was  marked  by  so  much  cordial  good  feeling  among  aU  dastes. 

The  desire  to  judge  for  himself  of  the  actual  condition  of  a  portion  of  hi 
empire,  which  prompted  the  Sultan's  journey,  is  another  indication  of  thik 
active  spirit  of  reform  which  was  manifested  by  him  immediately  upon  hit 
accession  to  the  sultanship. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
William  S.  Thaybb,  Esq.,  ifc.,  ifc.,  Sfc,,  Alexandria. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Thayer. 

No.  22.]  DBPARTMElfT  OK  StATB, 

Washington,  May  19,  1863. 
Sib  :  Your  despatch  of  the  30th  of  April  (No  33)  has  been  received.  It  is 
accompanied  by  a  map  of  the  isthmus  of  Suez  and  by  copies  of  two  conventioiis 
lately  concluded  between  the  Viceroy  and  the  Suez  Canal  Company,  insuring 
the  continued  support  of  the  Egyptian  government  to  the  enterprise  of  estal^ 
lishing  a  navigable  canal  between  the  Mediterranean  and  the  fied  sea. 

The  Viceroy  has  exhibited  commendable  liberality  with  regard  to  the  progress 
of  this  important  undertaking,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  congi]^tubition  to  his  govern- 
ment that  so  high  an  authority  as  the  president  of  ^e  London  Sooetyof 
Engineers  has  borne  testimony  to  the  practicability  of  the  proposed  canaL 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLLAlM  H.  SEWABD. 
William  S.  Thaybb,  Esq.,  ifc.,  ifc  ifc„  Alexandria. 


Mr,  Thayer  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  35.]  Unitbd  Statbs  Consulate  Oeneral, 

Alexandria,  Jvne  0,  1863. 
Sir  :  Messrs  Speke  and  Ghrant  arrived  at  Alexandria  last  week,  and  on  Ae 
4th  instant  left  here  for  England.    The  report  of  their  discovery  of  the  soorctf 
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of  tlie  Nile  if  confirmed,  snbstantiallj,  as  given  in  my  last  despatcli.  The  onlj 
ibodification  to  be  made  in  my  former  statement  is,  that  Nyanza  (called  by  the 
exploxerti  Victoria  Nyanza)  is  the  principal  source  of  the  Nile,  and  that  the 
Baaie  of  the  other  lake,  which  they  have  lately  discovered  is  Nzig^,  through 
which  body  of  water  the  Nile  in  its  coarse  from  Nyanza  passes.  Nyanza  had 
been  discovered  by  Speke  on  his  former  expedition,  but  it  was  not  until  the 
present  voyage  that  it  was  fully  ascertained  to  be  the  origin  of  the  White  Nile. 
Lake  Nyanza  may  be  found  on  the  map  of  Africa  contained  in  the  atlas  of 
Alexander  Keith  Johnson,  the  edition  of  1861. 

The  Viceroy,  immediately  on  hearing  by  telegraph  of  the  arrival  of  the 
tisvellers  at  Assouan,  sent  up  the  river  a  government  steamer  which  brought 
diem  here.  On  reaching  Alexandria  they  were  presented  to  his  Highness, 
who  treated  them  with  special  honor. 

Messieurs  Speke  and  Qrant  left  Zanzibar,  on  the  east  coast  of  Africa,  on 
the  lat  of  October,  I860,  and  for  about  two  years  and  a  half,  until  reaching 
Khartoom,  were  deprived  of  all  news  from  the  civilized  world.  During  that 
time  they  had  not  heard  eveii  a  word  of  the  American  war.  In  consequence  of 
hardships  they  have  become  old  and  mudi  worn  in  appearance,  especially  Mr. 
Grant.  Mr.  Speke,  however,  contemplates  organizing  another  expedition  in 
England  to  revisit  the  region  about  the  Lakes  Nyanza  and  Nzig^.  The  latter 
it  ^e  lake  (and  not  Nyanza)  which  Mr.  Baker  has  gone  to  explore. 

The  report  of  the  resources  of  the  upper  country  has  stimulated  the  forma- 
tion of  a  company  here  with  a  capital  of  ten  miUion  dollars  for  the  purpose 
of  eanrying  our  trade  there,  as  well  as  in  Egypt  Among  other  objects,  it  is 
proposed  to  advance  money  to  the  fellahs  at  reasonable  rates  of  interest  on 
the  security  of  their  forthcoming  cotton  and  grain  crops,  &c.,  to  import  ivory, 
ostrich  feathers,  gums  and  cattle  from  the  upper  country.  The  trade  in  cattle 
is  expected  to  be  very  profitable,  as  the  cost  in  the  interior  is  not  more  than 
five  dollars  for  an  animal  that  will  sell  here  for  from  twenty  to  thirty  times  that 
amount.  Of  course,  against  these  advantages  are  to  be  reckoned  considerable 
losses  of  cattle,  by  disease,  or  other  accident,  during  the  long  voyage  down 
the  Nile  valley. 

The  cause  of  the  high  value  of  beeves  is  a  sort  of  cholera  which  has  recently 

E roved  very  fatal  to  those  of  Lower  Egypt,  killing  them,  it  is  said,  within  three 
ours  of  the  first  attack.  Efficient  sanitary  measures  have  been  taken  by  the 
government  board  of  health,  and  the  malady  is  now  happily  diminishing.  It 
IS  mentioned  by  Sir  Gsurdner  Winkinson  that  such  epidemics  are  never  known 
to  attack  the  bufialo  cattle  of  the  country,  on  which  account  they  are  more- 
highly  prized  bv  the  fellahs  than  any  other  kind. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  8.  THAYER. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  2>.  C. 


Mr.  Thayer  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  36.]  Unitbd  States  Oonsulatb  General, 

Alexandria,  June  18,  1863. 
Sir  :  The  murrain  among  Egyptian  catde,  which  in  my  last  I  mentioned 
as  subsiding,  has  taken  a  new  start,  and  threatens  to  equal  in  violence  that  of 
the  year  1847,  which  carried  off  almost  the  whole  stocK  in  the  country.  Even 
the  new  supplies  which  come  from  Upper  Egypt,  the  Barbary  coast,  and  Ana- 
tolia, in  Asia  Minor,  soon  fall  victims  to  the  disease.  On  some  large  estates  all 
the  aainiala  employed  in  taming  the  water-wheels,  and  in  other  processes  of , 
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agriculture,  have  been  destroyed.  This  is  a  serioas  injuTj  to  the  growing  eotton 
crops,  requiring  an  immediate  resort  to  horses  and  steam  machinery.  In  &ct, 
I  am  informed  that  the  Viceroy  intends  imitating  the  successful  experiments  of 
his  uncle,  Halem  Pacha,  to  order  at  once  forty  steam  ploughs  and  steam  psmps 
to  supply  a  part  of  the  necessities  of  his  own  plantation.  The  loss  to  Egypt 
from  the  murrain  will,  it  is  supposed,  not  fall  short  of  $10,000,000,  which  will 
considerably  reduce  the  profits  expected  from  the  present  high  prices  of  cotUAi 

At  first  it  was  hoped,  by  vigorous  sanitary  measures,  such  as  prohibiting 
cattle  fairs,  and  the  removd  of  cattle  from  one  village  to  another,  and  by  buiyt^ 
the  dead  at  once,  entire,  including  skins,  hoofs,  and  horns,  to  confine  the  pesti- 
lence to  the  west  side  of  the  Nile,  where  it  commenced;  but  all  hope  of  resistaiGe 
Hailed  a  few  days  since  when  it  crossed  over  to  die  Delta,  where  it  soon 
destroyed  70  or  80  per  cent,  of  the  cattle  on  the  estates  on  which  it  has 
appeared.  In  consequence  of  the  panic  thus  occasioned,  although  all  be^  is 
slaughtered  and  brought  to  market  under  the  surveillance  of  the  govemmeiit 
health  officers,  it  has  ceased  to  be  a  favorite  article  of  food.  My  servant  tdb 
me  this  morning  that  none  is  to  be  had  iu  the  market. 

The  result  of  the  diminution  of  cattle  will  doubtless  be  the  importation  of 
Jiew  stock,  Which  is  said  to  be  worth  about  $250  a  head ;  besides,  as  alreadj 
mentioned,  the  extended  use  of  steam  machinery,  such  as  steam  ploughs  and 
steam  pumps,  in  agriculture.  It  requires,  perhaps,  one-third  of  the  land  to 
iSustain  the  laborers  and  animals  needed  in  cultivating  it,  and  it  b  found  od  large 
•estates  more  economical  to  use  steam,  especially  when,  as  now,  coal  can  $e 
•bought  at  $10  a  ton,  including  original  cost  and  expense  of  transportatioo  km 
England.  It  seems  to  me  that  in  the  supply  of  machinery  of  this  kind  the 
manufacturers  of  the  Uoited  States  ought  to  be  able  to  compete  with  England, 
which  now  almost  monopolizes  this  branch  of  industiy.- 

Prince  Napoleon  and  the  Princess  Clotilde,  who  have  been  in  Egypt  during 
the  last  six  weeks,  left  Alexandria  on  the  16th  instant.  In  that  period  his 
Imperial  Highness  visited  the  works  on  the  Suez  canal,  and  travelled  in  a 
•steamer  up  tne  Nile  as  far  as  Philae.  Many  and  distinguished  hospitaiitieB 
were  lavished  upon  him  by  the  Viceroy  and  the  French  and  Italian  residents 
ihere.  On  the  14th  instant  he  was  present  at  a  military  review  of  14,000 
Egyptian  troops  on  the  plain  of  Toura,  a  village  east  of  the  Nile,  about  ten 
miles  south  of  Cairo,  on  which  occasion  the  consular  corps  were  invited  to 
attend.  The  Viceroy  and  the  guests  were  in  a  tent  on  a  hill  overlooking  the 
j>lain  on  which  the  troops  were  reviewed.  Before  us  was  the  Nile.  Beyond, 
the  palm  grove  covering  the  buried  ruins  of  Memphis,  the  Serapeum,  with  the 
vast  and  rock-hewn  tombs  of  the  sacred  bulls,  and  further  off,  parallel  with  the 
Nile,  the  ancient  pyramids  of  Girzeh,  Abousia,  and  Sakkarah,  standing  against 
the  jellow  and  sterile  ridges  of  the  Lybian  hills.  On  the  right  was  Cairo  with 
its  minarets,  its  tombs  of  the  Caliphs,  and  Mamelukes,  and  other  Saracmc 
memorials,  all  towered  over  by  the  citadel,  and  the  imposing  mosque  of  Mehmed 
Ali.  Behind  us,  and  at  our  left,  were  the  limestone  quarries  of  the  Pharaohfl, 
whence  were  drawn  the  innumerable  blocks  of  which  were  built  the  pyramids. 
While  immediately  under  the  eye  were  the  well-disciplined  squadrons  of  cavaliy» 
the  artillery,  and  the  flashing  bayonets  of  the.  infantry  of  an  army  still  attestu^ 
the  organization  and  effective  vitality  of  oriental  power. 

Just  before  the  commencement  of  the  review,  which  was  very  sacoeaeMtj 
executed,  the  Prince  presented  the  Viceroy  with  the  grand  cordon  of  the  legion 
of  honor,  and  Halim  Pacha  with  a  similar  testimony  of  imperial  attention. 

The  party  then  adjourned  to  a  dinner  magnificently  prepared  in  one  of  the 
Viceroy's  steamers,  which  had  been  decorated  for  the  occasion.  About  ift^ 
were  present,  including  the  Viceroy  and  his  chief  officers.  Prince  Napoleon,  and 
several  of  the  consuls  general.  It  was  a  very  pleasant  entertainment ;  bat  this 
is  not  the  place  to  rdate  the  proceedings.    I  trust,  however,  it  will  not  be 
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deemed  improper  to  say  that  in  the  informal  convereation  of  the  Prince  he 
showed  himself  as  decided  a  friend  to  our  government  as  he  was  during  his  visit 
to  the  United  States,  and  expressed  his  confidence  in  its  great  and  successful 
future.  He  recurred  with  great  cordiality  to  the  welcome  he  received  among 
our  people.  I  have  seen  few  men  ahroad  who  are  so  friendly  to  our  Union,  ana 
who  have  so  just  an  appreciation  of  the  merits  of  the  struggle  in  which  it  is 
involved. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  sur,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  S.  THAYER. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  SCaU,  Washington,  2>.  C 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Thayer. 


Uo.  24.] '  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  July  17,  1863. 
Sir:   Your  despatches  to  No.  36,  of  ihe  18th  ultimo,  inclusive,  have  heen 
duly  received,  and  have  been  read  with  much  interest.     The  instructive  report 
which  forms  the  subject  of  your  No.  31,  on  the  present  condition  of  cotton  cul- 
ture in  Egypt*  will  be  communicated  to  Gongrees  early  m  the  next  session. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
William  S.  Thayer,  Esq.,  ^c.,  Sfc.,  Sfc^  Alexandria. 
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MOROCCO. 


Mr,  McMath  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extraoti.] 

No.  9.]  Consulate  of  tub  United  States  op  America, 

Tangier,  April  12,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yovr  circular  letter 
dated  the  9  th  of  March  last ;  also  copy  of  "  concurrent  resolutions  of  Goi^jren 
concerning  foreign  intervention  in  tne  existing  rebellion/*  accompanTing  the 
same,  which  came  to  hand  on  the  10th  instant. 

I  have  taken  the  earliest  opportunity  to  have  an  interview  with  the  Moorish 
minister  for  foreign  affairs  upon  the  subject  of  foreign  intervention,  as  set  forth 
in  the  resolutions  of  Congress. 

He  informed  my  interpreter  that  he  would  receive  me  at  his  official  residenee 
on  the  11th  instant,  at  12  m.  At  the  appointed  hour  I  called,  and  was  veij 
kindly  received ;  and  having  my  interpreter  with  me,  I  caused  him  to  read  to 
his  excellency,  in  the  Arabic  language*  the  resolutions  of  Congress.  After  the 
reading  and  some  verbal  explanations  by  me,  he  stated  (what  he  has  frequently 
said  to  me  before)  that  his  Majesty's  government  had  for  a  great  manyyean 
been  the  sincere  friend  of  the  American  nation,  (the  name  by  which  the  United 
States  is  called  by  the  Moors;)  that  his  Majesty  regrettea  much  the  state  of 
affairs  in  my  country,  but  confidently  hoped  that  in  a  short  time  we  should  be 
able  to  subdue  the  insurgents ;  that  his  feelings  have  been  all  the  while  with  the 
federal  government,  and  that  he  would  do  nothinj?  in  the  least  to  aid  or  gi?e 
countenance  to  the  insurgents.  He  also  informed  me  that  the  poller  of  the 
nation,  as  embodied  in  the  resolutions  of  Congress  just  read,  had  ever  been  the 
policy  of  his  Majesty's  government ;  and  in  the  event  of  a  rebellion  in  this 
empire,  his  Majesty  would  expect  that  our  government,  as  well  as  others,  wooU 
not  in  any  way  encourage  the  insurgents. 

T  also  explained  to  him  "that  the  resolutions  were  entirely  in  harmony  with 
the  principles  and  policv  by  which  all  the  President's  proceedings  in  regard  to 
the  question  involved  have  been  and  wiU  contmue  in  every  emergency  to  be 
regulated." 

I  also  informed  him  that  if  he  desired  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  in  the  Arabic 
tongue,  I  would  furnish  it.  He  replied  that  he  did  not,  as  the  policy  of  nj 
government  and  of  his  Majesty's  government  was  the  same,  and  was  dearijr 
understood  by  his  Majesty  and  his  ministers,  and  which  policy  would  not  be 
changed,  as  it  was  traditional  and  sanctified  as  the  policy  of  the  Sultans  of  thii 
empire  for  manv  generations  past. 

I  reassured  him  of  the  unmltering  purpose  of  the  United  States  governnent 
to  crush  the  rebellion  at  all  hazards  and  at  any  cost,  and  stated  its  purpose  to 
adopt  whatever  measures  may  be  found  necessary  to  accomplish  tnat  object 
He  replied  that  he  hoped  fv  a  speedy  termination  of  the  rebellion,  and  had  no 
doubt  of  t^e  ability  and  strength  of  our  government  to  conquer  the  insorgefits. 

Here  our  interview  ended.  I  may  have  gone  too  much  into  detail,  but  I  ^^ 
to  show  you  the  feelings  of  this  government.  -  j  -  -  -y  --  ^  ^<^"^ 


/^ 
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Your  circnlar  letter  No.  32,  dated  the  8th  of  Febmaiy  last,  m  duplicate,  was 
also  received  on  the  10th  instant. 

As  there  are  no  newspapers  printed  in  this  empire,  I  find  it  difficult  to  bring 
to  public  notice  any  information  the  department  may  wish  to  make  known  here. 
However,  I  will  adopt  the  asnal  mode,  by  causing  a  synopsis  of  the  facts  con- 
tained in  the  circular  to  be  written  in  Spanish  and  posted  in  the  market  place. 

I  herewith  enclose  an  article  from  the  "Gibraltar  Chronicle."  I  am  advised, 
on  reliable  iiuthority  from  Casablanca,  that  nc^danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from 
the  Moors  to  the  lives  and  property  of  Christians  in  that  town. 

The  simple  fact  is,  the  Medioona  tribe  have  refused  to  pav  their  annual  tribute 
to  the  Sultan.  He  ordered  his  general  to  coerce  them.  They  live  outside  the 
walls  of  the  town,  and  are  defying  his  authority.  Hence  the  wool  trade  of  the 
interior  is  diverted  from  that  port  to  the  port  of  Mozagow,  about  twenty  miles 
further  south ;  and  the  En£;li8h  merchants  of  Casablanca  (wool  dealers)  seeing 
their  "  craft  in  danger,"  of  course  must  interpose  between  the  Sultan  and  his 
subjects.  Up  to  the  date  of  the  letter  referred  to  no  one  had  been  killed.  "  The 
field  of  battle  mwt  have  presented  a  singular  appearance,"  indeed.  I  make  the 
above  btatements  because  it  is  probable  the  English  press  may  enlarge  up#n 
what  is  presented,  to  show  how  powerful  the  English  nation  is  in  Morocco. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JESSE  H.  McMATH, 

Hon.  William  H.  Srward, 

Secretary  of  States  ifc* 


[From  the  Qibraltw  Obronlde.] 

GlBBAUTAB,  AprU  10. 

«  We  bave  been  &Yored  witb  the  perusal  of  a  very  interesting  private  letter  from  Dar-el- 
Btida  (Casablanca)  of  the  2d  April,  which  enables  us  to  lay  before  our  re>)ders  a  more  dr- 
cnmstantial  account  than  we  gave  the  other  day  of  the  events  that  are  taking  place  in  the 
Tidnity  of  that  town,  and  occasioning  much  anxiety  to  its  European  inhabitants. 

In  the  hostilities  that  have  been  for  some  time  carried  on  between  the  tribes,  there  are 
ranged  on  one  side  the  three  tribes  of  Zeeyda,  Tenata,  and  WoLdsian,  and  on  the  other  the 
tribe  Medioona.  The  three  first  named  tribes  are  under  the  orders  of  Benniapheesb.  One 
ieooont  says  that  the  cause  of  hostilities  was  the  refusal  of  the  Medioona  tribe  to  pay  the 
heavy  oontribution  imposed  on  them  by  the  Sultan.  Whether  this  was  so,  or  whether  the 
fighting  originated  in  a  private  quarrel  amongst  the  tribes.  It  is  certain  that  now  the  Me- 
dioonese  are  treated  as  enemies  In  revolt  against  the  Sultan's  authority,  and  the  three 
tribes  fighting  against  them  have  the  Sultan's  warrant  for  their  act,  his  officer,  Boabeeb 
Sherghee,  who  was  sent  down  to  arrange  the  matter,  being  in  the  camp  and  acting  in  oon* 
cert  with  the  united  tribes  under  Benniasheeeh.  To  understand  the  position  of  the  inhab- 
itaots  of  Dar-el-Baida,  it  must  be  mentioned  thai  the  Medioona  tribe,  being  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  the  town,  has  furnished  the  chief  portion  uf  its  Moorish  inhabitants.  The 
sympathies  of  these  are  naturally  strongly  excited  in  behalf  of  their  trit)e,  which  has  been 
maintaining  a  contest  against  odds,  and  has  been  driven  under  the  very  walls  of  the  town. 
On  the  28th  of  March  a  contest  took  place  Just  outside  the  walls.  The  movements  on  botl^ 
tides  could  be  seen  from  the  flat- roofed  houses.  About  twelve  hundred  were  engaged  on 
this  occasion,  and  the  Medioona  tribe  succeeded  in  driving  off  their  assailants.  On  the  30th 
the  inhabitants  of  Dar-el-Baida  were  again  alarmed  by  seeing  all  the  neighboring  hills  oov- 
ersd  with  horsemen,  clustered  as  thick  as  bees.  The  poor  Medloonese  were  given  up  as 
lost,  as  it  seemed  impossible  they  could  resist  the  host  mustered  against  them.  The  attack 
was  made  with  great  fury.  The  excitement  in  the  town  was  at  the  highest  pitch.  The 
native  inhabitants,  from  the  cause  we  have  mentioned,  are  all  sympathisers  with  the  Me- 
<lioone8e ;  and  men  and  women  crowded  the  walls,  cheering  on  their  tribe  and  waving 
bandkerchiefs  and  rags.  The  field  of  battle  must  have  presented  a  singular  appearance. 
The  wives  of  the  persecuted  tribe  followed  their  husbands  up  to  the  enemy,  with  their 
^bies  slung  over  their  backs,  and  beating  tomtoms  to  keep  the  warlike  fury  of  their  hus- 
\»xA%  at  the  proper  point  of  excitement.  The  belief  that  the  Medloonese  must  be  over- 
powered became  so  general  that  their  friends  inside  g^t  piclc-axee,  and  were  preparing  to 
Bake  a  hole  in  the  wall  on  the  side  where  tiie  battle  raged,  in  orde  i  to  let  in  the  fugitives. 
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one  bj  one,  wifhont  the  danger  of  their  porsnerB  following  and  taking  the  town  by  a  nuh* 
The  prospect  of  having  two  thousand  or  three  thousand  wild  Arabs  in  the  town,  even  i' 
their  pursuers  were  kept  out  and  the  fight  was  not  renewed  in  the  streets,  d<^eneratiog 
Into  indiscriminate  plunder  and  bloodshed,  was  sufficiently  alarming ;  hut  fortunately  the 
repeated  cavalry  charges  were  successfully  resisted,  and  the  day  ended  by  the  a»aU*nt* 
retreating  to  the  hills.  As  each  succeeding  attack  seemed  to  press  the  Medkioneae  more 
severely,  and  the  danger  to  the  town  was  only  averted  for  tne  time,  but  not  removed^ 
the  BritUh  vice-consul,  Mr.  Wooldridge,  volunteered  to  seek  an  interview  with  the  Sultan's 
officer,  boabeeb,  and  urge  him  to  postpone  all  further  proceedings  against  the  offend- 
ing tribe  until  the  result  of  a  representation  to  the  Sultan  should  be  known  A  letter 
was  acc>rdingly  despatched  to  Boabeeb,  appointing  a  place  of  meeting  at  a  small  river  be- 
tween the  two  hostile  camps;  and  on  the  3 lit,  at  six  in  the  morning,  the  vioe-ooomil  pro- 
ceeded to  the  spot,  under  an  escort  of  four  soldiers  provided  by  the  kaid.  The  ooBfamoe 
was  a  hurried  one,  and  not  unattended  by  danger,  for  when  Boabeeb,  with  thirty  cavalij:, 
was  seen  descending  to  the  place  of  meeting,  the  Medioonese.  construing  the  movement 
iiito  a  hostile  one,  sent  out  a  body  of  cavalry  to  mt  et  him  Boabeeb  therefore  halted  at  some 
distance  fiom  the  place  of  meeting,  and  despatched  a  soldier  to  inquire  the  object  of  the 
party  which  had  followed  the  vice  consul.  The  Medioona  cavalry  consented  to  retire  out 
of  range ;  but  the  hostile  Arabs  remained  still  in  sight  of  each  oUier,  and  H«iggi  Boabeeb 
expressed  his  fears  that  unless  the  inference  was  a  short  one  he  sfaonld  not  be  able  to  re- 
strain the  Wolidzian  from  coming  on.  On  the  return  of  the  British  vice-consul  to  the  town, 
thd  representatives  of  the  other  European  powers  hastened  to  learn  the  result  of  the  inter- 
view. It  was  understood  that  Boabeeb  had  declined  at  first  to  grant  any  delay  in  execut- 
ing the  orders  of  the  Sultan  to  chastiiie  the  Medioona.  But  upon  its  being  nr^ed  upon  him 
that  he  was  not  authorized,  in  the  execution  of  those  orders,  to  endanger  the  safety  of  one 
of  the  Sultan's  towns,  and  the  lives  and  property  of  the  Christiana  and  BaBopeaas  in  it^ 
thereby  embroiling  his  master  with  foreign  governments,  and  that  he  should  delay  opeia- 
tions  till  further  orders  from  the  Sultan,  Boibeeb  said  he  would  take  time  to  oonsLier  and 
consult  with  Benniasheesh.  and  send  in  the  reply  in  the  afternoon  The  reply  was  duly 
received  and  made  known  to  the  Europeans  in  Dar-el-Baida.  It  was  from  Benniasheedi, 
whose  authority  appears  to  be  superior  to  that  of  Boabeeb.  The  spirit  of  the  reply,  as 
might  be  expected,  reflects  the  savage  cruelty  of  Mahommedan  despotism  ;  but  in  point  ef 
form  it  is  a  favorable  specimen  of  a  clear,  terse,  official  style,  and  we  ttierefore  insert  a 
copy  of  it :  **  The  Sultan  has  given  me  orders  to  slay,  chase,  exterminate,  and  eat  up  the 
Medioonese,  and  I  will  slay,  chase,  exterminate,  and  eat  up  the  Medioonese  until  none  re- 
main,  no  matter  what  ate  the  oon^equences  I  will  not  stop  untH  1  receive  counter  oiden 
from  the  Saltan."  Up  to  the  4th  of  April  no  further  attack  had  been  made,  but  it  wai 
•Merted  that  Benniasbeesh  was  collecting  his  forces  for  another  fight.  A  formal  protest  by 
the  consuls  had  been  sent  to  him,  and  his  reply  had  been  received.  He  had  offered  to 
snspend  hostilities  on  certain  conditions,  which  the  oolisuls  could  not  accept  In  the  mean 
time  representations  have  been  made  to  Sir  John  Hay,  who  is  now  at  Morocco  tranaaetiftg 
business  with  the  Saltan,  and  his  intervention  will  no  doubt  lead  to  the  reqniidte  ordeii 
being  sent  to  respect  the  safety  of  Dar-el-Baida.  PractioUly  the  same  object  has  beefi 
already  attained  by  the  presence  of  her  Majesty's  steam-8lof>p  Trident,  and  probably  other 
vessels-of-war,  from  which  men  would  be  landed,  in  case  of  neoesslty,  to  man  the  walls  nd 
keep  out  the  barbarous  tribes. 


Mr,  McMath  to  Mr,  Setoard, 


No.  13.]  Consulate  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

Tangier,  September  30,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  department  copies  of  the  coirs- 
spoudence  and  royal  order  referred  to  in  despatch  No.  12,  dated  24th  in- 
stant.— (See  enclosores  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  5.) 

A  short  time  after  taking  chai^  of  this  consulate,  I  infbnnidlj  eMoamiBf^ 
cated  to  the  Moorish  minister  for  foreign  affairs  the  views  expressed  in  ywar 
despatch  No.  2,  dated  28th  April,  1862,  to  which  the  minister  replied  that  his 
Majesty,  being  the  sincere  fnend  of  the  United  States,  woold  do  nothing  ti> 
weaken  the  ties  of  friendship  existing  between  the  two  nations,  and  the  milkaiy 
aid  of  his  Majesty  would  be  furnished  whenever  called  for  to  arrest  Araerioan 
dtizens  on  the  demand  of  our  representative;  that  his  Majeslj's  govenuaeit 
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would  not  intervene  between  encb  persons  and  their  government ;  and  concluded 
the  interview  by  remarking,  that  any  instruetionB  I  might  give  to  my  vice-con- 
suls on  the  subject  would  meet  with  the  aid  and  co-operation  of  the  bashaws  oit 
the  ooasti  if  military  aid  was  necessary. 

About  that  time  I  received  a  note  from  our  consul  at  Liverpool,  infonning 
me  the  vessel  290  had  put  to  sea.  I  at  once  instructed  my  vice-consuls  to  be 
on  the  watch,  as  the  insurgents,  with  the  aid  of  the  British  ship-builders,  had 
sent  out  a  piratical  vessel— -describing  her — ^to  destroy  our  commerce,  and,  being 
driven  by  necessity,  might  take  shelter  in  some  of  Uie  ports  of  this  empire ;  at 
the  same  time  instructing  them,  if  such  vessels  visited  their  port,  to  arrest  all 
of  their  officers  and  crew  coming  on  shore,  and,  with  the  co-operation  of  the 
bashaw,  also  to  capture  the  vessel,  if  possible,  and  report  to  me.  But  last 
April  I  became  convinced,  from  various  circumstances,  if  my  viee-consuls  de- 
muided  military  aid,  it  might,  through  the  influence  of  viee-consuis  and  met* 
chanlft  on  the  coaet,  hostile  to  us,  be  denied.  I  concluded  at  once  to  address  a 
note  to  the  minister  and  demand  that  no  vessel-of-war,  or  other  vessel  sailing 
under  the  piratical  flag  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  should  be  permitted 
to  enter  any  of  his  Majesty's  ports  on  pain  of  seizure.  From  causes  which  I 
attribute  to  European  influence,  an  answer  to  my  note  was  unreasonably  delayed, 
and  when  it  did  arrive  was  of  a  character  so  equivocal  ^at  I  at  once  sought  as 
interview  with  the  minister,  and  from  the  tone  of  his  replies  discovered  that  his 
▼iewB  were  altogether  too  much  European  to  satisfy  me.  I  then  addressed  my 
second  note  to  him,  and  after  another  unreasonable  delay,  received  his  reply,  witJi 
the  order,  in  Arabic/    A  translation  in  English  is  encloeed. 

Each  of  the  bashaws  of  the  ports  has  l^en  fbmished  with  a  copy  of  the  or» 
der  in  Arabic,  and  my  vice-consuls  with  copies  in  English,  and  also  full  instrucH 
tiom  on  the  subject. 

As  I  claim  under  the  late  Spanish  treaty — ^it  bemg  the  most  fikvoiaWe— I 
have  referred  my  vice-oonsul  to  it,  and  particularly  the  13th  section. 

I  trust  my  action  in  the  premiaes  will  meet  the  approval  of  the  depcrtment. 
I  have  the  honor  ta  bet  sir,  To^ur  obedient  servant, 

JESSE  H.  McMATH. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 
ikcretary  of  State. 


No.  1. 
Mr.  McMaik  to  Mr.  Bargash. 

GONSULATB  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Tangier,  April  23,  1863. 

Sir  :  It  is  known  by  his  Majesty  the  Sultan  that  my  government  has  been 
for  some  time  past  engaged  in  a  war  with  armed  insurgents,  who  have  assumed 
the  name  of  the  so-called  "  Confederate  States  of  America,"  and  are  endeavor^ 
ing  to  deetroT  the  federal  government.  The  constitutional  duty  of  the  Pxesi- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  in  this  hour  of  his  country's  trial,  is  plain  and  con* 
dusive.  He  cannot  consent  to  dismemberment  of  the  government ;  but  it  must 
be  maiDtained  at  eveiy  cost  and  sacrifice.  During  the  past  twelve  months  the 
ffeographicid  limits  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  have  been  greatly  re- 
duced, and  we  feel  confident  that  at  the  close  of  the  present  campaign,  through 
the  persevering  energy  of  the  federal  government,  we  will  have  gained  com- 
plete success  over  the  insurgents. 

While  we  have  been  contending  with  them  on  land,  they  have  engaged 
pixstes  to  destroy  oar  shipping  on  the  high  seas.    The  name  of  the^riuc^al_ 
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piratical  vessel  engaged  in  this  unlawfiil  add  cowardly  conduct  is  the  Alabama. 
She  is  not  a  nationtu  ship,  and  has  neither  name,  tonnage,  nor  clearance  rem- 
tered  in  the  custom-house  of  any  known  nation.  8he  has  neither  commission 
nor  flag  that  any  nation  can  recognize  or  regard.  She  has  not  the  stamp  of  any 
nationality  in  any  form  nor  for  any  lawful  purpose.  She  is  known,  both  in  Eu- 
rope and  America,  to  have  been  guilty  of  the  most  flagraut  acts  of  piracy.  She 
seizes  peaceable  and  unarmed  merchantmen  on  the  highway  of  nations,  plunders 
and  bums  them.  She  has  alternately  used  the  British  and  American  nags  and 
the  so  called  Confederate  States  flag,  while  she  practices,  under  the  black  flag 
of  piracy,  hostility  to  all  nations.  She  cannot  claim,  in  taking  prizes,  the  respect 
due  to  a  belligerent,  because  she  has  not  sent,  and  cannot  send,  any  prize  into 
any  port  of  any  nation  for  adjudication  in  conformity  with  international  lair, 
simply  because  she  has  herself  no  national  character  and  cannot  have  She  ifl* 
therefore,  an  outlaw,  a  pirate  on  the  high  seas. 

There  is  another  vessel  of  the  same  character,  called  the  Florida,  committiiig 
like  depredations  against  humanity. 

The  uniform  and  unwavering  friendship  of  his  Majestv's  government  towaidi 
my  government  for  upward  of  seventy  years  past  leads  me  to  the  conclusion 
that  nis  Majesty  would  not,  in  any  manner,  countenance  rebellion  within  the 
domain  of  his  ancient  friend,  but,  on  the  contrary,  would  desire  the  success  of 
the  federal  government  over  armed  insurgents. 

I  have  called  the  attention  of  his  Mt^esty's  govemmait  to  the  abort 
&ct8,  and,  in  view  of  them,  would  ask  his  3fajesty  to  prohibit,  by  his  royal 
order,  the  entrance  within  any  port  of  this  empire  any  vessel,  armed  or  un- 
urmed,  sailing  under  the  flag  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  America, 
on  pain  of  seizure. 

1  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  your  excellency  a  renewed 
assurance  of  my  very  high  consideration  and  regard. 

JESSE  H.  McMATH. 

His  Excellency  Sbid  Mohambd  Bargash, 

Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs. 


No.  2. 

[TraDslatioD.] 

Praise  he  to  the  One  God. 

We  continue  to  make  inquiries  regarding  your  welfere,  and  praying  God 
that  you  are  well. 

We  have  received  your  letter,  in  which  you  requested  us  to  write  to  the 
court  of  his  Sherifian  Migesty  regarding  the  insurgent  people  in  vour  conn- 
try,  as  far  as  you  have  stated,  explained,  and  extended  by  length,  in  y<mr 
said  note,  whose  demand  is  concerned,  not  to  admit  any  vessel  of  them  to 
enter  the  ports  pf  this  happy  empire  upon  pain  of  seizure. 

After  having  communicated  the  same  to  the  court  of  his  Sherifian  Majesty, 
and  explained  to  them  your  wishes,  his  Majesty,  our  master,  has  answered 
to  us  that  he  does  not  wish  to  be  with  all  the  nations  but  in  peace,  and  that 
he  wishes  also  to  you  the  good;  but,  as  far  as  your  demand  is  concerned, 
requires  to  act  and  to  follow  on  the  subject  according  to  the  known  mJes 
and  to  the  general  way,  for  the  reason  that  our  master  does  not  want  that 
any  disgust  may  result  from  this  affair  to  anybody,  or  that  may  result  any 
danger  to  the  empire  and  to  the  merchants  of  foreign  nations  established  in 
the  ports  of  our  master ;  besides  of  other  prejudices  which  may  result  by 
our  interfering  in  matters  separated  from  what  it  is  the  jg[eneral^  rule,  tho^dbis 
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we  like  to  act  on  this  aSsdr,  and  in  others  similar  to  it,  in  conformity  of  what 
other  nations  do. 

Our  master,  protected  by  God,  has,  therefore,  ordered  me  to  act  with  you 
in  this  matter  in  conformity  with  the  rales  which  other  nations  follow  on  the 
subject,  and  I  hope  that,  by  the  meaus  of  the  friendly  relations  which  exist 
between  the  two  countries,  and  the  good  manner  by  which  matters  are  dis- 
charged between  me  an(^  you,  this  af^  shall  result  in  a  manner  which  will 
have  no  blame.    And  peace. 

Written  on  the  end  of  the  month  "  Muharram/'  year  1280,  (equal  to  July 
17,  1863.) 

The  employ^  of  the  throne,  elevated  by  God, 

MOHAMED  BARGA8H. 

Our  dear  and  wise  friend,  Consul  General  for  the  American  nation,  Jbssb 
H.  McMath,  £sq. 


No.  3. 
Mr,  McMath  to  Mr,  Bargeuh, 

GONSULATB  GbNBBAL  OP  THB  UnITBD  StaTBS  OF  AmBRTCA, 

Tangier,  July  22,  1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note,  dated  17£h 
instant,  in  which  you  inform  me  you  have  received  instructions  from  his 
Majesty  the  Sultan  relative  to  piratical  vessels  (to  which  I  long  since  called 
the  attention  of  this  government)  "  to  act  with  you  (me)  in  this  matter  in  con- 
formity with  t^^e  rules  which  other  nations  follow  on  the  subject."  As  this  is 
a  Mohammedan  nation,  to  which,  in  many  respects,  the  law  of  nations,  as 
recognized  by  Christian  powers,  does  not  apply,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
your  instructions  are  to  follow  "  the  rules  which  other  (Mohammedan)  nations 
follow  on  the  subject." 

The  Sultan  of  Turkey,  with  whom  we  have  diplomatic  relations,  and  other 
nations,  have  already  prohibited  such  vessels  from  entering  any  of  the  ports 
in  their  dominions,  respectively.  This  is  what  I  ask  of  his  Majesty  as  our 
right  under  the  treaty  existing  between  this  and  the  government  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent.  My  government  will  not  consent  that  his  Mnjesty's 
dominions  shall  be  made  by  revolutionists  a  base  for  piratical  or  other  hostile 
expeditions  against  the  authority,  but,  on  the  arrival  of  such  persons  in  this 
country,  we  will  demand  their  arrest  and  deliverv  to  the  lawftil  authorities  of 
the  United  States,  as  was  done  in  the  case  of  Myers  add  Lunstall,  which 
occurred  here  in  February,  1862.  In  that  case  my  predecessor,  Mr.  De  Long, 
applied  to  your  excellency  for  military  aid  to  enable  him  to  execute  the  power 
conferred  on  him  by  the  treaty,  and  which  aid  you  unquestionably  granted, 
being  obligatory  upon  his  Majesty's  authorities  to  do  under  the  same  treaty. 
And  in  the  treaty  to  which  I  refer  no  distinction  has  been  made  between  the 
persons  and  property  of  an  American  citizen  sojourning  in  this  empire,  but 
both  are  under  the  control  and  protection  of  our  representative.  It  is,  there- 
fore, unnecessary  for  me  to  consider  the  question  whether  the  treaty  makes  a 
distinction  between  an  insurgent  American  citizen,  who  may  have  fled  here  for 
asylum,  and  his  property  found  within  the  empire ;  for,  if  the  representative 
can,  with  the  military  aid  of  his  Majesty,  arrest  an  insurgent,  and  this  I  am 
Bare  can  be  done,  surely  then,  with  the  same  military  aid,  the  property  of  the 
insurgent  can  be  seized  by  the  representative.  The  pretended  officers  and  a 
part  of  the  crews  of  these  piratical  vessels  are  American  citizens,  owing  allegiance 
to  my  government.    It  is  true  they  are  in  rebellion  against  its  authority.    Can 
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this  empire  be  made  a  base  for  their  ineurrecnonary  aims  ?  Certainly  not  under 
the  treaty,  and  it  is  equally  certain  this  cannot  be  by  any  rule  of  the  law  of 
nations  applicable  to  this  emph-e.  And  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  to 
which  these  rebels  and  pirates  claim  to  belong,  not  being  a  recognized  nation 
by  any  Christian  or  Mohamed  power,  I  demand,  in  the  name  of  my  govern- 
ment, that  his  Majesty  will  treat  them  as  pirates.  We  do  not  aak  you  to  pur- 
sue them  at  sea,  if  they  should  come  into  any  of  his  Majesty's  ports,  but  I  do 
ask  that,  by  royal  decree,  such  vessels  be  prohibited  from  entering  into  any  of 
his  Mi^esty 's  parts  upon  pain  of  seizure.  And  I  feel  assured  that  his  Majesty's 
government,  being  no  less  desirous  than  my  government  to  continue  the  firiendly 
relations  that  have  existed  so  long  between  them,  and  actuated  by  a  sense  (^ 
profound  justice,  will  make  the  decree  asked  for. 

I  would  be  pleased  to  have  an  answer  to  this  note  at  the  earliest  moment. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  afforded  to  assure  your  excellency  of  my 
high  consideration  and  esteem. 

JESSE  H.  McMATH. 

His  Excellency  Sbid  Mohamed  Bargash,  i^,,  ^.,  !^. 


No.  4. 

[TraoBlation.] 

Prai$e  be  to  the  One  God. 

We  continue  to  make  inquiries  regarding  your  itnd&re,  and  praying  Qod  that 
you  are  well. 

When  you  had  addressed  to  us  r^;arding  the  vessels  of  the  insurgents,  so- 
called  Confederate  States,  demanding  not  to  receive  them  into  the  ports  of  our 
n^uiter,  proteeted  by  God,  but  subject  to  seizure,  we  had  answered  to  yon  with 
what  then  appeared  to  us  relative  to  the  subject.  But  you  have  repeated  your 
writing  on  the  matter,  and  expired  by  length  the  subject,  stating,  at  the  same 
time,  that  your  demand  was  one  of  a  right,  and  in  accordanee  with  the  treaty 
stipulations  between  the  two  governments;  and  so  far  that  you  have  exj^afaieio 
^e  subject  in  your  said  letter. 

I  have  now  to  inform  you  that  we  have  forwarded  your  note,  acc<nnpanied 
by  our  writing  on  the  subject,  to  his  Majesty  fva  master,  and  I  have  received 
the  answer  ordering  me  to  act  with  yon  on  this  matter  in  accordance  widi  tfce 
treaties,  which  no  one  of  the  nations,  nor  others,  can  separate  from.  Therefore 
ire  are  ready  to  that,  and  I  have  this  day  ordered  the  officers  of  our  master  the 
Sultan  in  the  ports  not  to  receive  any  one  of  the  insni^ents,  so-called  Cob- 
federate  States,  for  the  reason  that  they  are  not  known  to  us,  nor  is  there  any 
consul  who  may  make  them  known  to  us,  therefore  they  shidl  not  be  admitted, 
and  to  act  with  your  vice-consuls  in  our  ports  in  aceoi^anee  with  the  treaties, 
and  in  conformity  with  the  royal  order  of  his  Majesty  oar  master  the  Sultaa. 
And  peace. 

On  the  lOth  Rabih  the  second,  1280,  (equal  to  September  23,  1863.) 
The  employ^  of  the  throne,  elevated  by  God, 

MOHAMED  BARGASH. 

Our  dear  and  wise  friend,  Consul  General  for  the  American  nation,  Jessr  H. 
McMatu,  Esq. 
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No.  6. 

C<ipy  qf  ihi  royal  order  iuued  by  the  MooriA  mmkter,  in  ihenameqf  hit  Mafetly  the  Sitltan,  to  ftU 
the  hathawe  m  the  portt  qf  Morocox 

Pkaiu  bb  to  thb  Oxb  God. 

Ton  are  aware  of  the  conflict  which  is  going  on  in  the  American  nation ;  that  a  part  of 
them  are  in  a  Btate  of  insnrrection  against  their  government,  calling  themselves  the  Con- 
federate States  of  America,  and  are  fighting  the  government  with  whom  we  are  in  friend- 
ship and  good  relations.  The  consal  general  of  the  American  nation  has  demanded  from 
ns  to  issue  an  order  not  to  receive  in  your  port  any  vessel  of  the  so-called  Confederate 
States. 

We  have  referred  the  afiair  to  our  master,  protected  hy  Qod,  and  our  master  haa  ordered 
me  to  act  on  the  sabjeot  in  accordance  to  the  treaties,  which  no  one  of  the  nations  ean 
separate  from.^  Therefore  I  oome  to  the  conclusion  to  order  you,  in  the  oame  of  my 
maBter,  that,  if  any  vessel  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  enters  your  port,  it  shall  not 
be  rvceived,  but  you  must  order  it  away  at  once,  as  they  are  not  allowed  entrance,  be- 
cause we  do  not  know  them,  and  they  have  no  consul  by  whom  they  may  be  known  to  us, 
or  who  may  act  for  them  ;  therefore  we  have  prohibited  their  entrance  on  pain  of  seisore  ; 
and  you  will  act  on  this  subject  in  co-operation  with  t^e  United  States  vice-consul,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  treaties  and  in  conformity  with  our  master's  royal  order.    And  peace. 

On  the  10th  Rabih  the  second,  ye^ir  1280,  (equal  to  September  23,  1863.)    - 
The  employ^  of  the  throne,  elevated  by  God. 

MOHAMED  BARGABH. 
God  will  save  him. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  McMath. 


No.  9.]  Department  of  State. 

WaahingUmy  November  13,  1863. 

Sf« :  Yoar  despatch  of  the  30tb  of  September  (No.  13)  has  been  received, 
and  jour  proceedings,  as  therein  detailed,  with  a  view  to  prevent  piratical  ves- 
sels  of  the  insurgents  from  entering  Moorish  ports,  are  approved. 

The  President  is  entirely  satisfi^  with  the  royal  order  issued  in  the  name  of 
his  Mijesty  the  Sultan  to  all  the  bashaws  in  the  ports  of  Morocco,  and  you  axe 
instxucted  to  make  this  known  to  his  Majesty's  minister  for  foreign  affairs. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Jesse  H.  McMatb,  Esq.,  4^.,  ifc.,  Tangier. 
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MEXICO. 


Mr.  Carwin  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Extract] 
No.  34.]  LBGATIOfI  OF  THE  UnITBD  StATBS, 

Mexico,  Octolfr  21  y  1862. 

8iR  :  Since  my  last  despatch,  Bnitron,  a  celebrated  robber-cbief,  tsent  in  ha 
adhesion  to  the  govemment,  and  has  placed  himself  and  about  600  men  nnder 
the  command  of  the  proper  military  officers  of  the  republic.  General  Comoih 
fort  is  now  here  with  5,000  men,  on  his  march  to  the  main  army  at  Puebla. 
General  Doblado,  late  secretary  of  state,  is  in  Guanajuato  with  about  the  same 
number  of  men,  preparing  to  more  to  Puebla  in  time  to  meet  the  advance  of  tlie 
French  troops  upon  that  place. 

On  the  20th  of  this  month  congress  was  opened.  The  reply  to  the  Presi- 
dent's speech  pledges  the  hearty  co-operation  of  congress  and  its  constituents 
in  all  measures  necessary  to  repel  the  invasion  of  the  French.  I  see  no  indi- 
cation of  a  party  in  this  country  favorable  to  intervention  or  invasion  by  the 
French,  or  anv  other  foreign  power. 

The  French  troops  are  now  moving  from  Vera  Cruz  to  this  city,  by  way  of 
Jalapa.  When  all  the  troops  now  here,  and  those  daily  expected,  are  united, 
thev  can  present  an  armv  of  25,000  men.  Arrivals  of  either  detachments  are 
spoken  of.  If  the  invaders  choose  to  attack  Puebla,  where  the  Mexican  armj 
is  strongly  fortified,  about  seventy  miles  from  this  city,  the  battle  there  will,  if 
&vorable  to  the  French,  enable  them  to  take  this  city  without  any  doubt  Bi 
the  latter  event,  the  government  officials  will  leave  with  the  archives  and  take 
up  a  position  in  some  of  the  States  where  it  will  be  most  difficult  for  a  roilitaij 
force  to  march  and  capture  them.  This  state  of  things,  it  is  believed,  will  onlj 
begin  a  war  of  two  or  three  years'  duration. 

♦  ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  OOEWET. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  ifc. 


Exhibit  B— Despatch  No.  34. 

[Translation.] 

Mbxico,  October  3,  1862. 
Mb.  Minister:  The  undersigned,  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps,  preaeit 
in  the  city  of  Mexico,  have  learned  with  regret  of  the  arrest  of  several  n)reigii- 
ers,  to  whom  the  Mexican  authorities  had  given  notice  of  the  order  to  depart 
from  the  capital  within  forty-eight  hours,  with  the  view  of  betaking  thenadTtf 
out  of  the  territory  of  the  republic.  ^  t 
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The  undersigned  wotdd  be  pleased  to  believe  that  the  government  will  not 
cany  out  a  measure  so  severe  without  having  evident  proofs  that  these  foreign- 
ers have  committed  hostile  acts  against  the  state,  and  that  their  presence  im 
Mexico  offers  a  real  danger. 

They  hope,  therefore,  that  the  government  of  the  republic  will  be  pleased  to 

communicate  to  them  its  final  determination,  reserving  to  themselves  the  making 

to  it  of  ulterior  and  essential  communications  with  respect  to  the  same  measure. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  renew  to  his  excellency  the  minister  of 

foreign  relations  the  assurance  of  their  high  consideration. 

THOMAS  CORWIN, 
E.  E.  9^  M.  P.  of  the  U.  S.  A. 
E.  D.  WAGNER. 
FR'OO  DE  P.  PASTOR. 
AUGUSTE  V.  KINT  DE  ROODENBEOK. 
MANUEL  NICHOLAS  OOPANOHO. 
NARCISO  DE  P^  MARTIN. 
His  Excellency  Mr.  Juan  Antonio  db  la  Fubntb, 

Minister  of  Foreign  RelattonSf  Sfc.^  Sfc, 


Exhibit  B  2— Despatch  No.  34. 
[Translation.] 

National  Palace, 

Mexico,  October  3,  18C2. 

The  undersigned,  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  the  Mexican  republic,  has 
received  the  joint  note  which  their  excellencies  the  members  of  the  diplomatic 
corps  present  in  the  city  of  Mexico  have  done  him  the  honor  to  address  to  him 
on  this  day,  in  reference  to  the  order  issued  by  the  government  of  the  president, 
to  arrest  some  forei^ers,  to  make  them  depart  from  the  capital  within  48  hours* 
and  to  compel  them  to  quit  the  Mexican  territory. 

Their  excellencies  add,  that  thev  are  ^pleased  to  believe  that  the  general  gov- 
ernment will  not  carry  out  this  detemunation  without  having  evident  proofs 
that  these  foreigners  have  committed  hostile  acts  against  the  state,  and  that 
their  presence  in  Mexico  was  really  dangerous.  Finally,  their  excellencies 
manifest  the  desire  that  the  government  of  the  republic  may  communicate  to 
them  its  resolution  upon  this  question,  reserving  to  themselves  the  transmission 
to  it  of  their  ulterior  communications,  essentiidly  connected  with  the  measure 
in  question. 

The  undersigned,  after  having  received  the  instructions  from  the  president, 
hastens  to  reply  to  the  points  which  he  has  just  stated  in  the  same  terms  em- 
ploved  by  the  honorable  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps. 

In  truth,  if  the  government  hesitated  for  a  moment  in  the  full  conviction, 
which  it  has,  of  having  decreed  upon  good  grounds  this  expulsion,  it  would 
avoid,  indeed,  the  carrying  of  it  into  effect;  in  this  respect  the  joint  note  does 
it  justice ;  but  the  undersigned  regrets  very  much  that  the  presumption  of  up- 
rightness in  the  general  government  should  not  extend  to  the  time  when  it 
thoudlit  proper  to  adopt  the  measure  which  is  referred  to,  but  that  it  should  only 
include  tne  interval  wnich  may  elapse  between  its  adoption  and  its  execution. 
And,  nevertheless,  that  presumption  prima  facie  would  have  been  reasonable, 
because  the  opinion  of  justification  is  so  in  the  resolutions  which  a  legitimate 
authority  takes  in  exercising  its  powers,  until  it  is  proved  otherwise.  But  the 
undersigned  would  persuade  himself  that  the  omission,  to  which  he  has  just 
rsferrad,  was  not  a  deliberate  one.  ^  t 
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Beeorring  to  tbe  essential  pomt  of  this  afifur,  the  undersigiied  nrast  repeat 
ID  this  note  what  he  has  abready  had  the  honor  of  saying  verbdij  to  some  of 
the  Messieurs  the  Ministers  who  have  conferred  with  him  privately  and  cod- 
fidentiallv  upon  this  affair,  to  wit,  that  the  federal  government,  with  good  data 
examinea  with  mature  and  calm  deliberation,  has  entirely  satisfied  itself  that 
the  foreigners  in  question  were  violating,  by  their  conduct,  the  neutrality  te 
which  they  were  suDJect,  and  that,  for  this  reason,  their  residence  in  the  couatij 
compromitted  seriously  the  public  tranquillity,  and  even  with  some  danger  to 
their  own  persons. 

By  the  constitution  and  laws  of  Mexico,  the  federal  government  is  invested, 
at  all  times,  with  the  authority  of  issuing  a  passport  to,  and  to  cause  to  leave 
the  national  territory,  any  foreigner  not  oaturaliaed,  whose  continued  residence 
it  may  deem  prejudicial  to  the  public  order.  This  right  of  the  government  wafl 
of  itself  a  duty  in  the  present  very  critical  situation.  The  action  of  the  govera- 
ment  had  to  be  as  prompt  as  the  circumstances  in  which  the  republic  finds 
itself  are  threatening,  and  repressing  these  excesses  with  measures  proper  even 
of  the  normal  times,  the  government  of  the  president  has  desired  to  show  once 
more,  as  on  so  many  others,  that  it  exercises  with  moderation  the  ri^t  of  the 
national  defence,  although  there  is  being  waged  against  Mexico  a  war  eqiudlj 
unjust  in  its  causes,  as  in  its  means  and  ends. 

Thus,  therefore,  the  definitive  resolution  of  the  government  is,  to  carry  into 
operation  the  measure  to  which  the  honorable  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps 
refer. 

The  undersigned  takes  pleasure  in  reit^ating  to  their  excellencies  the  as81l^ 
ances  of  his  high  consideration. 

JUAN  ANTONIO  DE  LA  FUENTE. 

His  Excellency  Mr.  Thomas  Oorwin, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minuter  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  U\  S.  of  America — Dean  of  the  Diplomatic  Corps. 


Mr,  Corwin  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract] 


No.  36.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  op  America, 

Mexico,  November  19,  1862. 
gii{  .••••••  if.  * 

There  are  now  about  42,000  French  troops  in  Mexico.  These  are  on  their 
march  from  the  Gulf  co^ist  to  Puebla  by  two  routes^-one  division  by  J&lapa, 
the  other  by  Orizaba.  It  is,  doubtless,  their  intention  to  concentrate  their  maia 
army  at  the  siege  of  Puebla.  This  latter  is  a  strongly  fortified  city,  about 
seventy  miles  from  this  city,  and  on  the  direct  route  from  this  to  Vera  Cm*. 
Military  men  suppose  that  the  superior  guns  and  engineering  skill  of  the  Frendi 
will  enable  them  to  take  Puebla.  If  this  opinion  shall  be  venfied,  th^i  it  is,.! 
think,  quite  certain  that  this  city  will  be  quickly  and  easily  captured,  tboiig)i 
every  effort,  possible  to  a  government  so  much  in  want  of  means  as  Mexico,  is 
now  making  to  defend  this  capital.  When  the  French  army  shall  be  in  posses- 
sion of  this  city,  and  command  the  entire  road  to  Vera  Cruz,  I  see  no  possibOitr 
of  ending  the  war  for  one  or  two  years,  unless  the  French  choose  to  treat  wiUi 
thepresent  government.     Mexico  will  obstinately  adhere  to  her  present  position. 

Within  the  last  two  weeks  all  intercourse  between  the  Gulf  and  this  city  is 
forbidden  by  a  decree  of  the  supreme  government,  so  that  this  despatch  will  p 
to  Acapulco,  on  the  Pacific,  and  from  thence  to  New  York  by  way  of  Panama. 

I  must  beg  the  department  hereafter  (and  until  this  decree  shall  be  revoked, 
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or  the  route  to  Vera  Cruz  opened  by  the  Frencli)  to  send  duplicate  despatches- 
one  hy  way  of  Havana  and  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  other  by  way  of  Panama  and 
Acapalco  to  this  city. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  CORWIN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Sfc,,  8fc. 


Mr,  Setoard  to  Mr.  Corwin. 


No.  61.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  26,  1862. 
Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  October  27  (No.  34)  has  been  received.    It  presents, 
in  a  very  brief  yet  a  very  comprehensive  way,  the  political  and  military  situa- 
tion of  Mexico. 

Under* date  of  the  24th  instant  I  addressed  you  a  despatch,  fNo.  61,)  which 
was  forwarded  by  the  mail  of  yesterday,  and  for  which  you  will  please  to  con- 
sider the  present  a  substitute,  the  first  of  this  number  having  been  cancelled. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Thomas  Corwin,  Esq. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Corwin, 


No.  64.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  2,  1 863. 

Sib  :  Your  despatch  of  November  19  (No.  36)  has  been  received.  The  in- 
formation which  it  gives,  concerning  the  military  situation  in  Mexico,  agrees 
with  the  intelligence  we  obtain  through  the  press,  and,  as  I  thiuk,  with  the  un- 
derstanding of  that  subject  that  is  now  accepted  in  Europe. 

Afiairs  have  remained  unchanged,  but  not  without  prospect  of  change  and 
improvement.  For  the  moment,  two  opposing  armies  seem  to  be  fixed  on  the 
banks  of  the  Rappahannock.  There  will  be,  before  long,  a  change  there.  Our 
iron-clad  fleet  is  at  last  afloat,  and  it  will,  I  think,  be  heard  from  soon.  Our 
two  western  armies,  as  well  as  that  of  General  Banks  at  New  Orleans,  are  be- 
coming active. 

The  proclamation  of  the  President  adds  a  new  and  important  element  to  the 
war.  Its  probable  results  are  doubtless  exaggerated  by  one  portion  of  the 
people*  but  not  more  than  they  are  underestimated  by  another.  Assuming,  as  I 
believe,  its  policy  to  be  an  unchangeable  one,  it  is  not  at  all  to  be  doubted  that, 
sooner  or  later,  it  will  find  and  reach  a  weakness  in  every  nook  and  corner  of 
the  insurrectionary  region.  The  very  violence  with  which  it  will  probably  be 
met  will,  after  a  little,  increase  its  efficiency. 

I  refrain  from  ffiving  you  information  concerning  the  changing  aspect  of  our 
foreign  relations,  oecause  there  is  no  certainty  that,  in  the  present  condition  of 
communication  between  this  capital  and  the  one  in  which  you  res<ide,  mj  com- 
munications would  be  safe  from  visitation.  I  must  be  content,  therefore,  with 
saying  that  there  is  a  manifest  improvement  of  temper  in  Europe  in  regard  to 
our  unhappy  controversy,  and  that  with  success  of  our  armies,  which  may  be 
reasonably  expected,  we  shall  probably  encounter  no  foreign  disturbance. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Thomas  Corwin,  Esq.  ^.^^^^^^  ^^  GoOglc 
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Mr.  Setoard  to  Mr.  Romero. 

DBPARTMfl^'T  OF   StATB, 

Washington^  January  7,  1863. 

Tbe  undersized,  Secretaiy  of  State  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to 
acknowledge  the  reception  of  the  note  of  his  excellency  Mr.  Romero,  charge 
d'affaires  of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  which  bears  the  date  of  December  20,  and 
relates  to  the  subject  of  the  clearances  of  certain  articles  of  merchandise  at  the 
city  of  New  York,  alleged  by  Mr.  Romero  to  have  been  made,  on  accoiint  of 
French  subjects,  for  the  use  of  the  French  goyemment  in  its  war  with  Mexico. 

In  the  note  which  the  undersigned  addressed  to  Mr.  Romero  on  this  snbjed, 
on  the  15th  December  last,  and  tdso  in  an  exposition  of  the  same  subject  wbidi 
was  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  which  was  submitted  to  Mr. 
Romero,  it  was  explained  tiiat  the  cleainnces  of  which  he  eompkins  were  niade 
in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  with  the  practical  eoo- 
struction  of  these  laws  which  has  prevailed  from  the  foundation  of  this  gorenh 
ment,  a  period  which  includes  wars,  more  or  lees  general,  throikghont  the  worid, 
and  involving  many  states  situated  on  the  American  and  Furopean  contiseDti. 

The  undersigned,  after  the  most  careiul  reading  of  Mr.  Romero's  note,  k  on- 
able  t9  concede  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  has  obliged  itself  to 
prohibit  the  exportation  of  tiules  and  wagons,  for  which  it  haa  no  military 
need,  from  its  ports  on  French  account,  because,  being  in  a  state  of  war,  and 
needing  for  the  use  of  the  government  all  the  fire-arms  made  and  found  in  the 
country,  it  has,  temporarily,  forbidden  the  export  of  such  weapons  to  all  nations. 

Nor  is  it  perceived  how  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  to 
which  Mr.  Romero  refers,  bears  upon  the  question,  since  the  United  States  have 
not  set  up  or  thought  of  setting  up  any  claim  that  Mexico  shall  be  required  to 
admit  into  her  ports  any  articles  of  mierchandise,  contraband  of  war,  which  may 
be  exported  from  the  United  States  on  French  or  any  other  account. 

The  undersigned  is  equally  unable  to  perceive  the  bearing  of  Mr.  Romero'* 
allusions  to  the  correspondence  which  has  occurred  between  this  govemneDt 
and  that  of  Great  Britain,  in  which  complaints  have  been  made  by  the  United 
States  that  Great  Britain  wrongfiilly  and  injuriously  recognized  as  a  public  bel- 
ligerent an  insurrectionary  faction  which  has  arisen  in  this  country  ;  has  pro- 
claimed neutrality  between  that  faction  and  this  government,  and  has  snfiered 
armed  naval  expeditions  to  be  fitted  out  in  British  ports  to  depredate  on  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  in  violation  of,  as  was  believea,  the  Queen's 
proclamation,  and  of  the  municipal  laws  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  Mr.  Romero  the 
assurances  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Sefior  Don  Matias  Rombro,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr.  Corwtn  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 


No.  37.]  Legation  op  the  United  States  op  AMBflirA, 

Mexico,  January  8,  1863* 

Sir  :  No  act  of  the  French  government  or  troops  has  been  known  here,  since 
my  last  despatch,  whereby  it  can  be  certainly  known  what  the  ultimate  designs 
of  the  Emperor  are  towards  Mexico. 

The  French  forces  are  moving  towards  Puebla,  on  the  tiro  lines  of  Jalapi 


DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCB.  1139 

and  Orizaba.  It  is  now  quite  certain  tliat  tbey  will  attack  Puebla  before  they 
march  npon  the  capital.  The  Mexican  officers  here  express  the  opinion  that 
Pnebla  cannot  be  taken  by  the  present  force  moving  against  it,  while  it  is  cer- 
tain that  the  tried  and  experienced  commander  of  the  French  army,  being  well 
informed  as  to  the  defences  of  the  place,  has  little,  if  any,  doubt  of  success. 

THOMAS  OOBWIN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stat^,  rfc. 


Mr.  Conoin  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  38.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Mexico^  January  27,  1863. 

Sir  :  Since  the  date  of  my  last  despatch  the  French  forces  have  made  a  for- 
ward movement.  It  is  said  they  have  a  large  train  of  siege  guns  for  the  pur- 
pose of  .bombarding  Puebla.  They  are  now  within  about  thirty  miles  of  the 
latter  city.  Puebla  is  said  to  be  strongly  fortified,  and  is  defended  by  about 
20,000  men.  We  are  led  to  suppose  that  General  Forey  is,  in  his  own  opinion, 
quite  sure  of  success,  since  he  proceeds  with  great  caution,  and  so  slowly  that 
some  have  supposed  he  wishes  to  reach  this  city  without  a  decisive  conflict  with 
the  Mexican  troops. 

I  have  been  told  that  the  government  here  have  received  information,  official 
or  otherwise,  to  the  effect  that  our  government  has  permitted  the  French  to  pur- 
chase mules  and  wagons  for  the  use  of  their  campaign  here,  and  has  denied  to 
Mexico  a  like  privilege.  I  have  made  no  inquiry  of  the  government  here 
touching  this  rumor,  nor  has  anything  been  said  about  it  by  the  secretary  of 
foreign  affairs  to  me.  It  would  be  very  necessary,  if  anything  of  this  kind  has 
been  agitated  at  Washington,  that  I  should  have  a  copy  of  any  letter  to  Mr. 
Romero  on  that  subject.  The  Mexican  cabinet  are  very  suspicious  of  our  par- 
tiality to  the  French.  I  wish  to  have  in  my  possession,  therefore,  official  in- 
formation, which  may  give  the  true  state  of  our  dealings  with  both  belligerents. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  CORWIN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  dc. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Setoard. 
[Translation.] 


Mexican  Legation, 
Washington,  February  23,  1863. 

The  Mexican  consul  at  Havana  has  sent  me  a  copy  of  an  affidavit  made  at 
the  consulate  under  his  charge  by  sundry  individuals  of  the  crew  of  the  steamer 
Noe*Daquy,  captured  by  the  Mexican  authorities  of  Yucatan  for  beine  in  the 
slave  trade.  If  the  facts  be  true  which  are  narrated  in  that  affidavit,  of  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy,  the  United  States  steamers  Wachusett 
and  Sonoma,  which  arrived  at  the  island  of  Mugeres  the  28th  December  last, 
ttnder  the  order  of  Commodore  Wilkes,  committed  the  offence  of  taking  by 
force  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Mexican  tribunals  a  prize  which  was  subject  to 
them,  and  which  they  were  passing  upon  in  accordance  with  the  laws. 

I  have  no  doubt  that,  if  such  facts  should  turn  out  to  be  proven,  the  govern- 
ment of  die  United  States  will  be  disposed  to  give  to  that  of  Mexico  all  ther 
Batis&ction  that  may  be  due  to  it  for  the  violation  of  its  rights,  as  she  has^  do^^ 
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to  other  nations  whose  maritime  sovereignty  has  not  heen  respected  bj  resseli 
of  the  United  States.  Although  I  have  not  yet  received  instructions  from  mj 
government  upon  this  matter,  and  probably  they  will  not  communicate  with  me 
until  the  receipt  in  Mexico  of  the  reports  from  the  governor  of  Yucatan,  I  be- 
lieve it  to  be  my  duty  to  communicate  to  you  at  once  the  affidavit  mentioned  for 
the  information  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  reserving  the  applica- 
tion for  what  may  be  rightly  due  when  I  shall  receive  instructions  from  the 
Mexican  government 

I  profit  by  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sur,  the  assurances  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

M.  BOMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  dc^  dbcn  fie. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Corvnn. 


No.  68.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  February  25,  1863. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  27th  ultimo  (No.  38)  has  been  received. 
The  printed  document  herewith  enclosed,  Senate  executive  No.  24,  of  the 

? resent  session,  contains  correspondence  upon  the  subject  of  the  purchase  in  the 
Fnited  States  of  munitions  of  war  by  the  belligerents  in  Mexico,  which  will 
correctly  inform  you  of  the  position  taken  by  this  government. 

Besides  the  information  thus  disclosed,  it  is  understood  that  the  Secretary  of 
War  has  since  placed  such  a  construction  upon  the  executive  order  as  to  make 
it  applicable  to  certain  articles  much  needed  by  the  French  in  the  prosecntioii 
4>f  dieir  hostilities  in  Mexico. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Thomas  Corwin,  Esq. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  February  25,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to^receive  your  note  of  the  23d  instant,  relative 
to  an  alleged  forcible  taking  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Mexican  tribunals,  bj 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  Wilkes,  of  the  steamer  Noe-Daquy,  captured  by  the 
authorities  of  Yucatan  for  being  engaged  in  the  slave  trade. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  a  translation  of  your  com- 
munication will  be  at  once  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  a  re- 
quest for  an  inquiry  into  the  ease,  with  a  view  to  such  further  proceedings  as 
the  result  may  be  found'  to  call  for. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion,  sir,  to  offer  you  a  renewed  assurance  of  my 
very  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Sefior  Don  Matias  Romero,  ^.,  l^c. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
{Translation.] 


Mexican  LEGATioff, 
Washington,  February  26,  1863. 

Mr.  Secretary:  The  Mexican  consul  at  Brownsville,  Texas,  and  Uic  vice* 
consul  of  Mexico  at  Franklin,  New  Mexico,  have  frequently  complained  to  this 
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legation  on  account  of  the  unjustly  depressed  and  miserable  condition  in  which 
Mexicans  resident  in  the  State  of  Texas  and  Territory  of  New  Mexico  are  held, 
whom  it  is  sought  to  compel  to  serve  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  or  in 
that  of  the  insurgents,  or  to  subject  to  other  undue  burdens,  in  violation  of  the 
lights  they  hold  as  foreigners. 

Having  submitted  said  repe>rt8  to  my  goremment,  the  secretary  for  foreign 
relations  of  the  republic  has  communicated  to  me  the  instructions  of  the  pres- 
ident on  this  subject,  in  which  he  recommends  me  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States  to  the  situation  of  Mexican  citizens  resident 
on  the  frontier  of  the  United  States.  He  also  recommends  that  I  solicit  from 
the  government  of  the  United  States  the  i§sue  of  decided  orders  to  Colonel 
West,  commander  of  the  expedition  sent  to  Arizona,  and  to  the  commander  of 
the  forces  of  the  United  States  in  New  Mexico,  and  to  that  of  the  expedition 
which  is  going  to  Texas,  to  act  so  as  to  preserve  to  the  Mexicans  the  considera- 
tion and  ^ncnises  which  the  universal  law  of  nations  and  the  conventional  law 
between  Mexico  and  the  United  States  guarantee  to  them. 

In  thus  complying  with  the  instructions  I  have  received  ft'om  my  government, 
I  avail  of  the  opportunity  to  repeat  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^.,  Spc. 


Mr.  Romero  to  3fr.  Seward. 
[TraDslatioa.] 


Mexican  Legation, 
Washington,  March  6,  1863. 

Mr.  Secretary:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  note  you 
were  pleased  to  address  to  me  of  this-  day's  date,  informing  me  of  a  despatch 
from  Kear-Admiral  Wilkes,  and  from  the  evidence  which  accompanies  it,  the 
steamer  Noe-Daquy,  it  appears,  is  in  "  reality  the  property  of  rebels  against  the 
United  States,  which  was  intended  to  run  the  blockade  of  Mobile  with  a  cai^ 
which  was  brought  from  the  Havana  to  the  island  of  Mugeres  by  the  Spanish 
schooner  Pepita,  and  that  the  steamer  was  captured  outside  of  the  maritime 
iurisdiction  of  the  Mexican  republic."  In  said  note  yon  are  pleased  to  state, 
besides,  that,  supposing  the  Noe-Daquy  had  been  sent  to  Key  West  for  trial 
there,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  prize  court  would  give  due  attention  to 
any  complaint  which  the  Mexican  government  might  present  with  reference  to 
said  vessel. 

Not  having  yet  received  the  instructions  of  my  government  on  this  subject,  I 
restrict  myself  to  sending  to  Mexico  a  copy  of  your  note.  If  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment could  have  before  them  the  evidence  to  which  you  make  reference,  I 
have  no  doubt  it  would  contribute  to  making  it  form  a  just  idea  of  what  has 
happened. 

As  to  what  relates  to  the  disposition  the  court  of  prize  at  Key  West  may  en- 
tertain to  give  due  attention  to  the  claims  of  the  Mexican  government,  I  must 
say  to  you  that,  by  the  reports  which  have  reached  my  knowledge  in  respect  to 
this  matter,  it  appears  that  Rear- Admiral  Wilkes  forcibly  withdrew  from  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Mexican  courts  a  prize  which  was  subject  to  them,  and  which 
they  had  under  trial  according  to  the  laws.  This  constitutes  a  violation  of  the 
maritime  sovereignty  of  Mexico  by  vessels  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States.  Of  this  violation  I  complain,  conditionally,  in  the  note  I  had  the  honor 
to  address  to  you  on  the  23d  of  February  last  past,  and  to  obtain  repara- 
tion therefor,  in  case  it -should  prove  to  be  true;  I  could  not  address  myself  to 
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the  court  at  Key  West,  which  could  not  give  me  proper  satisfaction.  If  from- 
proofis  existent  in  your  department,  and  those  Mexico  may  famish  me,  it  should 
appear  that  the  sovereignty  of  Mexico  has  nob  been  violated,  no  more  would  be 
left  for  me  to  say  on  this  matter,  for  I  should  not  have  any  ground  for  claim. 

I  avail  of  this  opportunity  to  repeat  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

M.  BOMEBO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Skwaro,  ^c.,  ^.,  ^c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 


Drpastmbnt  State, 

Washington^  March  6,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acquaint  you  that  a  report  from  Rear- Admiral  Wilkes  has 
been  received,  through  the  Navy  Department,  on  the  subject  of  the  steamer 
Virginia,  aJias  Noe-Daquy.  From  this  report,  and  the  accompanving  proofs,  il 
appears  that  that  vessel,  though  claimea  to  have  been  intended  for  Uie  slave 
^ade,  was  in  reality  the  property  of  insurgents  in  arms  against  the  United 
States,  and  was  intended  to  run  the  blockade  of  Mobile,  with  a  cargo  whidi 
was  taken  from  Havana  to  Mugeres  island,  on  board  the  Spanish  schooner 
Pepita.  It  also  appears  that,  in  point  of  fact,  the  Virginia  was  captured  be- 
yond the  maritime  jurisdiction  of  the  Mexican  republic.  Inasmuch,  however, 
as  the  vessel  has  been  sent  to  Key  West  for  adjudication,  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted  that  the  prize  court  there  will  give  due  attention  to  any  claim  which 
the  Mexican  republic  may  prefer  with  rererenoe  to  her. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion,  sir,  to  offer  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  dis- 
tin^ished  consideration. 


WILLIAM  H-  SEWAKD. 


Seftor  Don  Matias  Bombro,  i^.,  ^c,  Sfe. 


Mr,  Corwin  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  39.]  Lboation  op  thb  Unitrd  Statbs  op  America, 

Mexico,  March  11,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  despatch  No.  63,  under  date  of  December  19, 
1862,  accompanied  by  copies  of  the  note  of  Mr.  Bomero,  charsd-d'afiBures  for 
Mexico,  dated  December  10,  1862,  and  your  note  in  reply,  dated  December  15, 
1862,  copies  of  which,  agreeably  to  your  instructions,  I  have  communicated  to 
his  excellency  Mr.  Fuente,  secretary  of  foreign  affairs  for  Mexico. 

The  correspondence  between  Mr.  Bomero  and  the  United  States,  concerning 
the  exportation  of  arms  by  Mexico,  and  that  of  wagons  and  mules  ftom  New 
York  by  French  agents,  for  the  use  of  the  French  army  in  Mexico,  had,  as  I 
am  informed,  been  transmitted  to  the  state  department  of  Mexico  some  time  be- 
fore the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  December  19,  1862. 

This  correspondence  and  the  decision  of  the  American  government  on  tbe 
points  it  involves  has,  I  am  sure,  caused  quite  an  unfriendly  feeling  in  tbe 
minds  of  the  Mexican  cabinet  towards  the  United  States.     The  decision  of  ow 

fovemment  is  regarded  here  in  the  very  light  in  which  Mr.  Romero  has  en- 
eavored  to  place  it— that  is,  as  simply  denying  to  Mexico  rights  which  we 
concede  to  France ;  and  from  this  postulate  diey  easily  reach  the  concIuBion 
that  our  government  has  disregarded,  to  the  prejudice  of  Mexico,  those  obliga- 
tions which  international  law  imposes  upon  neutral  powe».^  ^  However  caroneooi 
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tbis  Yiew  maj  be,  I  have  no  reason  to  expect  that  it  will  be  changed.  I  have 
had  no  conference  with  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  on  the  subject,  nor  has  he 
named  it  to  me,  either  verbally  or  by  written  communication.  As  I  regard  your 
note  to  Mr.  Romero  as  presenting  all  the  reasons,  for  the  course  our  government 
has  adopted,  I  shall  not,  of  course,  seek  to  transfer  the  controversy  from  Wash- 
ington to  this  city,  but  shall  use  all  proper  means,  on  proper  occasions,  to  sat- 
isfy the  Mexican  authorities  of  the  propriety  of  the  course  my  government  has 
deemed  it  proper  to  take. 

On  the  9th  day  of  February  the  Prussian  minister,  being  about  to  leave 
Mexico,  addressed  to  me  a  note,  a  copy  of  which  I  transmit  herewith,  requesting 
me  to  assume  the  protection  of  all  French,  Spanish,  Prussian,  and  Belgian  sub- 
jects residing  in  Mexico. 

On  the  withdrawal  of  the  French  legation  ^m  Mexico,  the  duty  of  protecting 
the  foreigners  above  named  was  committed  to  Baron  Wamer,  the  Prussian 
minister.  I  thought  proper,  at  that  time,  to  decline  the  office  and  duties  pro- 
posed, for  the  reasons  assigned  in  my  note  to  the  Prussian  minister  under  aate 
of  the  16th  of  February,  a  copy  of  which  I  send  you  herewith. 

On  the  18th  day  of  February  I  received  from  Baron  Wagner  another  note, 
a  copy  of  which  I  also  enclose,  prDposing  to  commit  the  protection  of  the  reM- 
dent  subjects  of  the  four  powers  named  above  to  the  whole  foreign  diplomatic 
corps  remaining  here.  This  note  waa  dated  the  day  before  the  departure  of 
Baron  Wagner,  and  was  not  received  by  me  until  the  next  morning,  and  after 
he  had  left  the  city.  I  deemed  it.  proper,  in  compliance  with  his  request,  to  in- 
form the  other  members  of  the  corps  now  here  of  it,  and  ask 'their  opinion  as 
to  the  course  proper  to  be  adopted  by  us.  I  have  received  notes  on  the  sub- 
ject from  the  aiplomatic  representatives  of  the  republics  of  Ecuador  and  Peru, 
and  also  from  the  consul  general  of  Venezuela,  copies  of  which  are  herewith 
transmitted.  It  will  be  observed  that,  at  this  time,  no  European  power  is  rep- 
resented here  by  any  agent  above  the  rank  of  consul,  nor  have  any  of  the  Ameri- 
can republics  a  diplomatic  representative-  here,  except  the  United  States  and 
the  three  governments  named  above.  Whilst  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  I  might 
have  accepted  the  powers  proposed  to  be  conferred  upon  me  by  the  Prussian 
minister,  without  giving  any  just  cause  of  offence  to  the  government  of  Mexico, 
I  thought  such  a  step  on  my  part  imprudent,  under  existing  circumstances,  un- 
less the  request  to  ao  so  should  first  be  made,  through  the  proper  channel,  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  his  approval  obtained  and  transmitted 
to  me ;  I  also  entertain  as  little  doubt  that  the  aiplomatic  corps,  collectively,  «r 
any  one  of  them,  might,  in  a  proper  case  and  in  a  respectful  manner,  interpose 
to  protect  the  rights  of  any  foreigner,  without  any  express  power  giyen  by  the 
government  to  whom  the  allegiance  of  such  foreigner  might  be  due.  This,  it 
seems  to  me,  would  be  my  duty,  since  the  same  course  of  proceeding  pursued 
towards  a  Prussian  or  Belgian  subject  resident  here  would,  under  like  circum- 
stances, be  adopted  towards  a  citiaen  of  the  United  States  residing  here. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  state  department  of  Mexico, 
under  date  of  December  4,  1861,  which  is  forwarded  with  this  despatch,  that 
when  the  French  minister,  on  withdrawal  from  Mexico,  committed  the  protec- 
tion of  the  French  and  Spanish  subjects  in  Mexico  to  the  minbter  of  Prussia, 
the  Mexican  government  accepted  and  approved  that  arrangement.  It  is  noto- 
rious that  the  Prussian  minister  has  exercised  that  power,  without  objection,  up 
to  the  time  of  his  withdrawing  the  Prussian  legation,  on  the  18th  of  February, 
1863. 

On  the  24th  of  February,  1863,  and  before  I  had  informed  the  Mexican 
government  of  the  correspondence  of  Baron  Wagner  with  myself  and  the  diplo- 
matic corps,  I  received  the  note,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  from  Mr.  Fuente. 
To  this  I  have,  on  the  7th  day  of  May,  1863,  given  a  reply,  a  copy  of  which 
it  herewith  transmitt^    I  shall  act  in  conformity  with  the  principles  Imdjlown 
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in  tliat  note  till  otherwise  instructed.  I  beg  the  earlj  attention  of  the  State 
Department  to  this  whole  subject.  I  have  stated  the  reasons  by  which  I  was 
guided  in  declining  the  protection  of  the  subjects  of  the  four  powers,  as  pro- 
posed by  the  Prussian  minister,  and  have  forwarded  the  opinions  of  the  several 
members  of  the  diplomatic  corps  respecting  the  collective  protection  of  those 
subjects,  as  required  by  the  note  of  Mr.  Wagner  of  the  17th  of  February,  1863, 
upon  all  of  which  I  ask  the  opinion  of  the  I^resident,  and  such  instructions  as 
may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  regulation  of  my  future  action. 

The  French  forces  are  concentrated  at  a  point  about  ^ve  miles  from  Puehla, 
but  as  late  as  yesterday  had  made  no  attack  upon  that  city,  nor  had  they  made 
any  forward  movement  in  the  direction  of  this  place.  I  think,  from  all  I  can 
learn,  that  the  Mexican  army  is  quite  confident  of  victory  should  Puebla  be 
attacked. 

I  am  your  obedient  servant* 

THOMAS  COBWIN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Skward, 

Secretary  of  State,  ifc,,  ifc,,  ifc. 


[£zhft»it  aecompuiTiiig  despatch  No.  39.] 

Habob  11,  1863. 
A. 


1.  Note  of  Pnuwian  minister,  requesting  protection  of  the  American  legation  for  1 
French,  BpaniBh,  aod  Belgian  subjects  resident  in  Mexico. 

5.  Reply  to  the  same. 

3  Note  of  the  Prussian  mlDister,  placing  said  subjects  under  the  protection  of  the  diplo- 
matic corps  generally,  and  the  American  minifiter,  as  its  dean,  particularly. 

4.  Note  of  American  minister,  calling  a  meeting  of  the  diplomatic  corps,  to  consider  tht 
request  of  the  Pnitsian  minister. 

6.  Reply  of  chargi  d'affaires  of  Peru.     . 

6.  Reply  of  charge  d'affaires  of  Ecuador.  • 

7.  Reply  of  the  consul  and  confidential  agent  of  Venesnela. 

B. 

1.  Communication  from  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  Mexico,  protesting  against  the  accept- 
ance of  the  powers  proposed  to  be  conferred  by  the  Prussian  minister  upon  the  diplomatie 
corps. 

2.  Reply  of  the  American  minister. 

C. 

Reply  of  the  oflScial  mayor  of  the  department  of  foreign  affairs  of  Mexico  to  note  of  the 
Prussian  minister,  informing  the  department  that  he  had  taken  under  his  protectioo  the 
French,  Spanish,  Italian,  and  :Swi8s  subjects,  resident  in  Mexico. 


A  1,  No.  39. 

3ff.   Wagner  to  Mr.  Oonm, 

PauBsiAM  Lkathnt, 

Mexko,  F^invarjf  9,  1863. 

8iB  :  Having  solicited  a  temporary  leave  of  absenee,  and  my  government  haying  graniod 
me  permission  to  leave  Mexico,  I  intend  to  start  in  a  few  days  for  Berlin. 

Tour  excellency  is  aware  that  the  protection  not  only  of  the  Qerman,  but  also  of  the 
French,  Spanish,  and  Belgian  subjects,  has  been  confided  to  this  legation. 

I  tru^t  that  during  my  absence  the  Prusrian,  Spanish,  and  Belgian  consular  authoritiei 
will  be  able  to  afford  all  due  protection  to  their  respective  countrymen,  as  they  have  already 
done  on  many  occasions ;  and  whilst  I  hope  that  their  intercession  in  favor  of  the  interests 
confided  to  them  will  avoid  the  necessity  of  often  troubling  your  excellency,  still  I  beg,  *^ 
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the  nme  time,  to  take  the  liberty  of  reeommendiDg  them,  In  caae  of  need,  to  the  kind  and 
more  effective  protection  of  the  United  States  legation,  confident,  as  1  am,  that  yonr  excel- 
lency will  be  pleased  to  grant  to  the  above-mentioned  consulates,  as  well  as  to  the  Frendi 
n-sidents  who  may  appeal  to  your  excellency,  such  aid  and  assistance  at  may  be  possibld 
under  the  present  critical  circumstances. 

The  French  consul,  M.  Morineau,  having  left  Mexico  with  the  imperial  legation,  li. 
Farine  bad  previously  been  appointed  his  subetitute,  in  order  to  take  charge  of  the  consular 
archives  and  to  keep  the  civil  register  of  marriages,  births,  &c.,  &o.  The  Mexican  govem- 
meot  had,  at  the  time,  been  iuformed  of  this  circumstance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  excellency's  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

£.  D£  WAG^£B. 

Hon.  Tboxab  Coewin,  8fe.,  8fc 


A  2,  No.  39. 
Mr,  (hrwiti  to  Mr.   Wkgner, 

LlQATlOlf  OF  THX  UnITIID  StATIS  OF  AmEIOA, 

JkcxwD,  Febryary  16,  1863. 

Sib:  The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  note, 
under  date  of  the  9th  instant,  asking  the  undersigned  to  extend  the  diplomatic  protection 
of  the  United  States  government  to  French,  Prussian,  Spanish,  and  Belgian  subjects  resident 
in  Mexico.  The  undersigned  has  given  to  the  subject  of  your  excellency's  request  his  earn- 
est attention,  and  is  compelled,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  decline  the  acceptance  of 
the  duties  and  responsibilities  which  a  compliance  with  your  excellency's  request  would 
impose  upon  him.  Were  such  request  addressed  to  the  cabinet  at  Washington,  and  its  ob- 
jects approved,  and  proper  instructions  givun  to  the  undersigned,  he  should  then,  and  only 
then,  deem  it  proper  for  him,  in  obedience  to  such  instructionB,  to  discharge,  to  the  best  of 
his  ability,  the  duties  they  might  impose.  The  undersigned  has  not,  at  this  time  and  place, 
the  means  of  searching  for  precedents,  but  his  memory  furnishes  him  with  no  instance 
where  a  minister  of  the  United  States  has,  under  circumstances  like  the  present,  assumed 
to  extend  diplomatic  protection  to  foreign  citizens,  resident  within  the  territories  of  the 
government  to  which  he  is  accredited,  without  express  instructions  to  do  so  from  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States.  In  regard  to  the  proposed  protection  of  the  subjects  of  his 
Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Uie  French,  there  are  reasons  for  the  course  the  under- 
rigned  has  adopted  which  might  not  apply  with  equal  force  to  the  other  nationalities  speci- 
fied in  your  excellency's  note.  The  French  empire  and  Mexico  are  at  war.  Between  these 
two  belligerent  powers  the  government  of  the  United  States  occupies  a  purely  neutral  posi- 
tion. Should  the  government  of  the  United  States  assume  the  right  and  duty  of  protecting 
the  subjects  of  one  of  the  belligerent  powers  against  the  supposed  wrongs  to  be  inflicted 
upon  them  by  the  government  of  the  other,  it  is  easy  to  foresee  that  cases  might  arise 
which  would  tend  strongly  to  disturb  these  peaceful  rdations  with  one  or  both  the  bellig- 
erents, which  it  \b  the  object  of  perfect  neutrality  to  preserve  inviolate. 

I  have  the  honor,  also,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  note  of  the  ISth 
Instant,  relating  to  this  subject,  and  enclosing  correspondence  relating  thereto  between 
your  excellency  and  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  for  Mexico.  The  undersigned  finds 
nothing  in  this  last  note  and  aooompanying  papers  which,  in  his  judgment,  should  affect 
the  conclusion  which  he  had  come  to  in  relation  to  the  proposition  contained  in  your  ex- 
cellency's note  of  the  9th  instant. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  (probably  the  last  that  may  ever  occur)  oocairfon  to  renew  to  yonr 
excellency  the  assaranoe  of  my  esteem. 

THOMAS  OOBWIN. 

Hii  Excellency  Babom  E.  D.  Wagitkr, 

MmitUr  <f  Pmsaui,  Mexico, 


A  3,  No.  39. 

[Traailatton.] 


Mbxioo,  February  17,  1863. 
Me  Ekvot:  Your  excellency  having  considered  it  your  duty,  by  your  note  of  to-day,  to    - 
refuse  the  protection  I  had  solicited  in  favor  of  Prus-^ian  subjects,  an  1  Germanp,  French, 
Spanish,  and  Belgians,  resident  in  Mexico,  I  now  find  myself  under  the  ne€a»itv  of  |^i^i]^^  j 
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fbese  foMignere  ander  the  friendly  protection  of  the  diplomatic  corptr  convinced  that  all  \k 
members,  were  it  onl j  from  a  sense  of  humanity,  would  not  refuse,  under  the  grare  ci^ 
cnmstances  which  may  present  themselves,  their  aid  and  good  officer  to  the  many  loreigDca 
whose  governments  have  not  at  tliis  time  representatives  in  Mexico. 

I  pray  your  excellency  will  have  the  kindness  to  inform  the  repreeentaiSves  of  the  oUmt 
American  republics,  who  are  now  at  this  capital,  of  the  very  pressing  instances  I  make  to 
the  diplomatic  corps,  and  each  of  its  members  in  particular,  to  lend  their  aesistaoce  in 
ftivoriog  protection  to  foreigners  who  may  address  them  directly,  or  to  your  excellency  u 
their  dean. 

As  neither  your  excellency  nor  your  colleagues  will  certainly  ever  ask  anything  nnjost  from 
the  Mexican  government,  the  latter  has  as  much  interest  as  the  other  American  States  that  it 
cannot  be  said  that  foreigners  are  intentionally  abandoned  to  the  discretion  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  without  any  diplomatic  protection.  I  appeal,  then,  once  more  with  eamettoea, 
and  in  the  most  formal  manner,  to  the  feeliogs  of  humanity  of  your  excellency,  and  of  the 
other  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps,  in  recommending  the  foreigners  above  mentioned 
to  their  special  protection. 

Please  accept,  Mr.  Envoy,  the  assurance  of  my  high  consideration, 

E.  DE  WAQKEE. 

Hon.  Thomas  Corwiit, 

Enwy  Earaonknary  mid  Mmuter 

PLm^pqUntiary  qf  the  United  Statn  qf  Ameriea^  and 

Dean  qf  ih$  Diplonwtie  Oorpt  in  Mexieo, 
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Lbqation  or  THB  Unitkd  Statis  or  America, 

MexieOt  February  21,  1863. 

Mt  Dear  Couaaoui  :  On  the  day  of  the  departure  of  the  PrusHian  minister,  but  after  be 
had  left  the  city,  I  received  from  him  a  note,  a  copy  of  which  I  enclose  herewith. 

In  eompliance  with  the  request  contained  in  the  note  of  the  Prussian  minister,  I  have  to 
ask  that  you  will  meet  the  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps,  now  in  this  city,  at  my  roomi, 
(Oalle  Donceles,  No.  23,)  on  Monday,  the  23d  inHtant,  at  12  o'clock  m,,  there  and  then  to 
take  into  consideration  the  request  contained  in  Mr.  Wagner's  note. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  friend  and  colleague, 

THOMAS  COBWIN. 


A  6,  No.  39. 

[TraiMlatlon.J 


Msxioo,  FlAfuary  21,  1863.' 
Mt  Wortrt  OoLLBAomi:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  youc  esteemed  oommonicstioa, 
by  which  you  invite  me  to  assist  at  a  meeting  of  the  diplomatic  corps  which  is  to  take  place 
at  the  United  States  legation  on  Monday  at  noon. 

.  I  have  no  certainty  of  being  in  the  city  on  the  day  and  hour  indicated,  because  I  most 
go  to-morrow  into  the  country ;  but,  made  aware  of  the  object  of  the  meeting  through  the 
despatch  of  the  minister  of  Prussia,  which  you  were  pleased  to  send  me  in  copy,  I  can  make 
up- my  opinion  on  the  matter,  which  is,  that  the  diploinatic  corps,  to  whose  good  officei 
t$e  mioister  of  Pruspia  has  appealed  in  favor  of  European  subjects  who  are  at  the  preieot 
without  a  representative  in  Mexico,  would  be  able  to  render  purely  friendly  private  servicei, 
in  aooordance  with  the  laws  of  the  republic,  in  cases  in  which,  in  conformity  with  iotena- 
tional  law,  diplomatic  action  might  be  interposed,  and  especially  when  the  Mexican  fo^- 
emment,  by  its  courteous  concessions,  should  accept  such  offices,  which  do  not  legitimately 
spiing  from  the  mission  of  representatives  of  nations  to  whom  the  subjects  treated  of  hare 
no.relations. 

Please  so  expound  my  opinion  to  the  diplomatic  corps,  and  accept  the  assurances  of  cod- 
aideration  and  respect  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself  your  very  rcspectfal, 
humble  servant, 

MANUAL  NICHOLAS  COBPANCHO. 
His  Excellency  the  Hon.  Thomas  Corwin, 

Dean  ^  iht  Dijphmatte  Corpi,  ^c,  ^c,  S^e. 
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[TraniUlion.] 

M«xioo,  Fthruaty  24,  1863. 

Me.  Minuttbr  :  As  I  proposed  yesterday,  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  yonr 
ooromanication,  dated  2l8t  instant,  in  which  yon  are  pleased  to  send  in  copy  that  which 
was  on  the  17th  addressed  to  yon  hy  his  excellency  Baron  Wagner,  placing,  for  reasons 
expressed  therein,  the  Pmssian,  Bustiau.  French,  Spanish,  and  Belgian  subjects,  resident 
in  Mexico,  under  the  protection  of  the  diplomatic  corps,  and  of  each  of  its  members. 

Confining  myself,  Mr.  Minister,  to  the  side  note  of  his  excellency  Mr.  Wagner,  I  think, 
that  the  respective  consuls  of  the  subjects  to  whom  It  relates  will  suffice  to  prott-ct  the 
interests  of  their  countrymen;  and  for  those  Enropeans  who,  by  force  of  circumstances, 
find  themselves  without  reprtsentatives,  either  consular  or  diplomatic,  it  is  to  be  expected 
tliat  the  enlightened  Mexioui  otbinet  will  grant  them  the  proper  protection  given  to  every 
pesceable  foreigner.  Moreover,  I  think  I  ought  to  say  to  your  excellency  that  if  iM^y  ol 
the  first,  as  well  as  the  second,  should  come  to  me  asking  aid  and  assistance,  I  shall  be- 
lieve myself  bound  to  interpose,  as  far  as  might  be  possible,  my  good  and  friendly  offices 
with  the  Mexican  executive  government,  which,  I  hope,  will  look  with  pleasure  upon  the 
frank  statements  I  might  make  to  it  in  respect  of  peaceful  and  inoffensive  foreigners. 

By  this  occasion  I  hare  the  honor  to  repeat  to  your  excellency,  my  colleague,  that  I  am 
your  obedleat  servant, 

FRANCO  DE  P.  PASTEB. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  CoBwm, 

Envoy  Extraordmary  ani  Minitter  PUmpoUtiMary  <fthe  United  States  <]f  America. 
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[Tfmqslaticai.] 
COHSULATI  AMD  COHflDINTIAL  AOVNOT  OP  YnnSZITELA, 

Ibeubaya,  February  27,  ie«31 

Mt  Esmnnn)  OoiLVAomi :  In  consequence  of  what  was  agreed  at  the  meeting  we  had  on 
Vonday,  the  23d  instant,  to  take  into  consideration  the  contents  of  the  note  dated  the  17th 
last  month,  of  Mr.  Wagner,  minister  of  Prussia,  asking  for  the  protection  of  the  diplomats 
corps,  for  the  foreigners  to  which  the  same  refers,  a  copy  of  which  you  sent  me,  what  waa 
stated  by  yourt<elf  in  the  matter,  and  what  was  written  by  the  absentee,  Mr.  Corpancho, 
charge  des  affiiirs  of  Peru,  and  also  ignorant  of  what  was  written  by  M.  Paster,  represent- 
ative of  Ecuador,  my  opinion  on  this  subject  is  precisely  analogous  with  yours,  and  thai 
written  by  the  representative  of  Pern. 

Deign  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  disHngoished  consideration. 

NABCI8C0  DE  F.  MARTIN. 

Hon.  Thomas  Ck>EwiN,  ^.,  ^,  4^ 


B  1,  No.  39. 

[Translation.] 

National  Palace, 

Mexico,  February  24,  1863. 

Mr.  Minister  :  Upon  leaving  this  capital,  the  Baron  E.  Do  Wagner,  minister  * 
resident  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia,  made  known  to  the  government  of 
the  federation  that  he  had  recommended  to  certain  consular  agents  the  protec- 
tion of  his  countrymen,  and  other  foreigners  to  whom  he  had  dispensed  it,  hy 
special  commission  of  the  respective  governments,  adding  that  for  extraordinary 
cases  he  had  placed  them  under  the  protection  of  the  legation  in  your  charge, 
the  individuals  and  the  consuls  referred  to. 

I  heg  you  will  please  to  see  in  annexed  documents,  No.  1,  the  pretension  of 
Mr.  Wagner  on  this  matter,  and  in  No.  2  the  reasons  for  which  the  government 
of  the  republic  could  not  accept  a  proceeding  so  irregular  and  so  dangerous. 
Mr.  Wagner  made  no  reply  to  those  reasons,  nor  sustained  his  contested  resolu- 
tioii  even.    But,  on  the  second  day  of  his  joiumey,  there  was  leceived  at  the 
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department  the  note  which  is  translated  in  document  No.  3 ;  a  note  in  which 
Mr.  Wagner,  carrying  to  a  high  pitch  his  contempt  for  rules,  usages,  and  con- 
Yentionalities,  abandons  the  idea  of  all  special  protection,  in  order  to  place  under 
the  safeguard  of  the  diplomatic  corps  and  of  the  people  of  Mexico  the  foieigners 
who  were  under  the  protection  of  the  legation  of  Prussia. 

Doubtless  it  is  unnecessary  to  controvert  the  irregular  commission  which  at 
ihe  outset  that  minister  had  confided  to  you,  from  the  moment  that  commission 
was  not  accepted  by  you,  nor  adhered  to  by  the  agent  who  had  it  to  confer; 
and  although,  in  fact,  he  may  have  transferred  it  to  the  diplomatic  corps,  I  can- 
not for  a  single  instant  apprehend  it  would  attain  better  issue,  being,  as  it  in 
truth  is,  improper,  oflFensive  to  the  government  of  Mexico,  and  in  every  view  im- 
practicable. 1  entertain  a  sincere  and  well-founded  confidence  that  your  excd- 
lency  will  not  lend  your  respected  aid  in  giving  authority  to  proceedings  of  this 
nature.  But  my  duty  and  the  orders  of  ihe  president  oblige  me  also  to  declare 
that  in  order  to  protect  Prussian  subjects,  and  other  foreigners,  to  whom  the 
Baron  Wagner  alludes  in  his  said  communications,  the  government  of  the  re- 
public will  invariably  maintain  what  I  had  the  honor  to  state  to  the  minister 
nimself  in  the  official  letter  I  addressed  to  him,  under  date  12th  of  the  curroit 
month.  Until  these  affairs  be  not  arranged  in  some  other  way,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  governments  which  are  at  peace  with  Mexico,  the  protection  of 
which  I  speak  has  in  its  favor  the  spirit  of'^the  federal  government,  and  meant 
adequate  to  make  it  effectual  in  conformity  with  international  law  and  our  own  laws. 

In  confiding  foreigners,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  loyalty  and  honor  of  the 
people  of  Mexico,  Mr.  Wagner  does  this  nation  the  justice  which  he  has  so 
often  denied  to  it;  but  Mexico  does  not  need  this  testimony,  nor  accept  it,  wheo 

E resented  in  derogation  of  the  government  she  has  chosen  as  the  depository  of 
er  confidence  and  authority,  because  this  government,  which  he  affects  to  cast 
into  oblivion,  is  the  true  representative  of  the  nation  in  her  foreign  relations ; 
because  on  all  sides  it  would  be  reputed  a  rude  violation  of  the  law  of  nations, 
should  a  foreign  minister  make  an  innovation  to  the  people,  and  not  to  the  gov- 
ernment near  which  he  should  be  accredited ;  and,  in  fine,  because  this  omission, 
in  the  present  case,  would  suggest  the  offensive  presumption  that  the  federal 
government  does  not  look  to  the  protection  of  foreigners,  when  the  whole  world 
inclusive  is  spectator  of  the  contrary.  Mr.  Wagner,  who,  in  his  note  of  the  9th 
instant,  after  indicating  what  he  had  resolved  to  do  to  assure  the  protection  of 
Prussian  subjects  and  other  foreigners,  said  to  me  literally  these  words,  "I 
flatter  myself  with  the  hope  that  this  measure  will  be  no  more  than  a  simple 
formality,  and  that  the  foreigner^  referred  to,  who  Inay  have  recourse  to  the 
good  disposition  of  your  department,  will  have  secured  to  them  the  direct  pro- 
tection of  your  excellency." 

I  avail  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

JA.  DE  LA  FUENTE. 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Corwin, 

Envoi/  Extraordinary  and  Minister 

Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America. 


B  2,  No.  39. 

Mr.  Cortoin  to  Mr.  Fuente. 

Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Mexico,  March  7, 1863- 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  24tli 
of  February,  1863,  communicating  the  substance  of  a  correspondence  between 
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your  excellency  and  Mr.  Wagner,  touching  the  proposed  protection  of  Belgian, 
French,  Pruseian,  and  Spanish  subjects,  resident  in  Mexico,  hy  the  diplomatic 
corps  now  in  this  city, 

1  declined  the  protection  of  those  subjects,  when  proposed  to  be  clothed  with 
that  power  hy  Mr.  Wagner,  not,  however,  because  I  conceived  my  assumption 
of  such  powers  would  give  anj  just  cause  of  complaint  to  the  supreme  govern- 
ment of  Mexico,  but  on  the  ground  that  in  the  present  relations  of  Mexico  with 
European  powers,  and  also  with  the  government  of  the  United  States,  I  deemed 
it  proper  that  the  subject  should  be  first  submitted  to  the  cabinet  at  Washing- 
ton, and  its  instructions  thereupon  forwarded  to  me. 

I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  inform  the  other  members  of  the  diplomatic 
corps  of  the  request  of  Mr.  Wagner.  I  have  received  from  each  of  them  their 
opinions  on  the  subject,  copies  of  which  are  accompanied  herewith. 

I  deem  it  due  to  that  candor  which  should  characterize  the  intercourse  between 
the  republics  of  Mexico  and  the  United  States  to  state  to  your  excellency  the 
course  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  pursue  on  this  subject,  until  specific  instructions 
shall  be  received  by  me  from  my  government. 

If  the  action  of  the  supreme  government  of  Mexico  should  at  any  time  be 
exerted  upon  any  foreign  subject  or  citizen  to  such  extent  as  to  place  his  life, 
liberty,  or  property  in  danger,  and  where  such  action  would,  with  equal  pro- 
priety, be  applied,  under  like  circumstances,  to  an  American  citizen,  I  shaU,  if 
any  such  case  unhappily  arises,  deem  it  my  duty  to  offer  to  the  supreme  gov- 
ernment such  expostulation  as,  in  my  judgment,  the  case  may  seem  to  require. 
This  I  shall  do,  with  the  most  perfect  respect  for  the  just  powers  of  the  supreme 
government  of  Mexico,  and  with  a  well-founded  confidence  in  its  upright  mo- 
tives, and  its  desire  to  do  justice  to  all  foreigners,  with  such  moderation  as  may 
consist  with  its  self-respect,  aud  the  dignity  and  safety  of  the  Mexican  republic. 
In  adopting  this  course,  I  am  sure  your  excellency  will  perceive  that  I  am 
making  no  innovation  upon  the  modem  usage  of  civilized  nations,  nor  doing 
anything  which  should  interrupt  the  friendly  relations  which  my  government  so 
earnestly  desiree  to  preserve  with  the  Mexican  republic. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of' my  distin- 
guished regard. 

THOS.  CORWIN. 

His  Excellency  Sefior  A.  db  la  Fubntb, 

4ir.,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  Mexico. 


C,  No.  SO. 

[Trantlatloii.] 
Thi  Chiff  GUrk,  MexkOf  U>  Baron  Wagner, 

Nahonal  Palaoi,  Mkxioo,  December  4,  18(2. 

The  undereigned,  chief  clerk  of  the  department  of  foreign  relations,  \u  charge  of  the  office, 
bM  had  the  honor  to  receive  and  make  report  to  the  first  magistrate  of  the  republic  of  the 
note  of  M.  E  De  Wagner,  minister  resident  of  bis  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia,  of  to  day's 
date,  in  which  he  is  pleased  to  advise  that  on  parting  with  his  excellency  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French  he  inyited  his  excellency  the 
minister  of  Prassia  to  charge  himself  with  the  protection  of  the  subjects  and  interests  of  his 
nation,  as  well  as  those  of  the  Spaniards,  Italians,  and  Swiss,  confided  till  now  to  the  French 
legation  ;  Mr.  Wagner  adding  his  hope  that,  notwithstanding  the  difficult  circumstances  of 
the  moment,  those  subjects  and  their  interests  would  be  patronised  by  the  gov(;mment. 

In  reply,  the  undersigned  must  say  to  his  excellency  that  the  existent  emericencies  do 
not  binder  the  Mexican  government,  in  conformity  with  its  principles  of  justice,  and  its 
tjmpathies  for  the  civilised  nations  of  Europe,  from  always  watching  over  with  thej;reate8t 
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ffolicitade  tiiese  subjects  and  those  interests  oonftded  to  the  hoaor  and  ho«pf  tatttf  of  the 
Ifezicsn  imtloii  which  dteiinguisbes  and  esteems  peaoeable  and  ipdastriotis  foTeigY»en,  lo 
whom  the  government  has  always  desired  to  extend  and  will  extend  tho^e  guarantees  which 
a  civilised  country  can  offer. 

Upon  this  understandiog,  and  in  courteous  observance  of  the  indication  of  Baron  Wagner, 
proper  orders  are  already  issued  to  the  respective  authorities  that,  far  firom  foreigners  behig 
'molt^sted  in  their  persons  or  interests,  they  shall  give  them  every  protection,  hoping  Hiay, 
in  t«m,  will  respond  by  their  quietude  and  neutrality  to  the  dedded  reeolutioii  the  govem- 
ment  holds  that  they  lie  respected. 

The  undersigned  profits  by  this  opportunity,  &c. 

JUAN  D.  DIOS  ABIAS. 

His  Excellency  Baron  Waonie, 

Mmitter  Resident  <^  hit  Mafrnty  tft«  King  af  Pruma, 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 


Mexican  Lbgation  in  thb  United  States  of  America, 

WaehingUm,  March  19,  1863. 

Mr.  Secretary:  Among  the  diplomatic  correspondence  which  accompaniei 
the  message  which  the  President  addressed  to  the  37  th  Congress  of  the  Uniled 
States,  dated  December  1,  1862,  and  of  which  I  seasonably  transmitted  a  eopr 
to  the  government  of  Mexico,  there  are  dociunents  rekting  to  a  subject  wbioi 
has  attracted  its  attention  in  a  very  special  manner,  and  respecting  which  I 
have  received  instructions  to  submit  its  views  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States. 

The  Mexican  government,  which  has  always  considered  as  an  indispenmible 
condition  for  the  preservation  of  the  independence  and  autonomy  of  the  AmericaD 
hations  the  keeping  out  of  th^n  the  intervention  of  the  European  powers  in 
their  domestic  affairs,  and  which,  in  order  to  maintain  this  sacred  principle  intact, 
to-day  finds  itself  involved  in  a  most  gigantic  war  with  one  of  the  most  powerful 
and  most  warlike  nations  of  Europe,  cannot  see  with  indifference  the  events  occur- 
ring in  other  portions  of  the  American  continent,  and  from  which  there  may  result, 
sooner  or  later,  an  European  intervention  in  these  countries. 

The  fate  of  the  nations  of  America  is  bound  together  in  such  a  manner  that 
if  the  encroachments  of  the  despots  of  Europe  should  succeed  in  one  of  them, 
it  would  scarcely  be  possible  to  prevent  their  being  extended  to  all  of  than. 
Upon  this  subject  the  opinion  of  the  government  of  Mexico  is  in  full  accord  widi 
the  traditional  policy  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  government  of  Mexico,  the  result  could  have  been  none 
other  than  that  of  an  European  intervention,  if  the  proposal  which  the  United 
States  made  in  June  last  to  the  cabinets  of  St.  James  and  the  Tuilleries,  to  send 
land  forces  to  the  isthmus  of  Panama,  with  a  view  of  protecting  the  neutrality 
of  the  isthmus,  had  beoi  accepted  by  the  governments  of  Oreat  Britain  and 
France. 

Events  have  come  to  demonstrate,  in  a  manner  which  does  not  admit  of  reply, 
that  neither  the  tranquillity  of  that  region  was  changed,  nor  its  transit  inter- 
rupted, because  of  its  occupation  by  the  forces  of  General  Mosquera,  who,  at  that 
time,  was  already  in  possession  of  Bogota,  the  capital  of  New  Granada,  and  who 
had  overthrown  the  constitutional  government  of  that  confederation. 

The  petition,  (request,)  therefore,  on  the  part  of  the  late  representative  of  the 
GranadianH^nfeaeration,  that  the  United  States  should  send  forces  which  should 
reoccupy  for  his  party  the  possession  of  the  isthmus,  under  the  plea  that  if  it  fell 
under,  or  remained  in,  the  power  of  General  Mosquera,  the  security  of  Uie  isthmos 
would  not  be  sufficiently  protected,  had,  it  seemed,  nc^.^tib^.^^t^i^Ct^an  to  ( 
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«the  phj^e  of  a  foreign  iliterveiition  to  recoil  upon  Ins  own  country,  in  order  ibMf 
throngli  its  aid,  the  party  which  had  heen  oterthrown  might  thus  re-establith 
itself  into  power. 

The  pretexts  which  the  Mexican  emigrants  residing  in  Europe  addnc'ed  to 
the  conrts  of  Paris  and  Madrid  were  no  less  inadequate  to  hring  about  a  similar 
lesolt  in  Mexico,  and  which  determined  three  of  the  nations  of  that  continent  to 
sign  the  treaty  of  London  of  the  3lBt  of  October,  1861.  which  unchained  against 
Mexico  the  present  war  with  France,  and  the  calamities  resulting  therefrom.    . 

The  government  of  Mexico  has,  for  this  same  reason,  seen  the  last  resolution 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  upon  this  subject,  which  you  communicated 
to  Mr.  Dayton,  in  the  despatch  No.  216,  of  September  15,  1862,  (page  381  of 
Baid  correspondence,)  in  which  the  danger  of  an  European  intervention  in  New 
Oranada  is  made  to  disappear,  with  a  satisfaction  as  great  and  as  sincere  as  its 
alarm  would  have  been  intense  and  profound,  in  the  event  of  a  contrary  deter- 
Biination. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  Sfc,,  ^.,  ^v. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Romero, 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  20,  1863. 

Sir:  The  undersigned.  Secretary  of  State,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  a  note  from  his  excellency  Sefior  Matias  Romero,  which  bears  the 
date  of  the  19th  March  instant,  and  alludes  to  a  correspondence  which  occurred 
during  the  last  year  between  his  excellency  Senor  P.  A.  Herran,  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  the  republic  of  New  Granada,  and  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  affecting  the  security  at  that  time  of  the  Panama  railroad  transit  route 
in  New  Granada. 

While  the  United  States  not  only  have  no  disposition  to  controvert  the  general 
views  of  the  government  of  Mexico  in  regard  to  foreign  intervention  in  the  polit- 
ical affairs  of  the  American  states  on  this  continent,  but  ^ely  confess  their 
sympathy  with  these  views,  as  they  are  communicated  by  Mr.  Romero,  the  un- 
dersigned, nevertheless,  feels  obliged  to  express  his  regret  that  a  misapprehen- 
sion, doubtless  unintentional,  of  tue  character  of  the  correspondence  reforred  to, 
has  seemed  to  the  Mexican  government  to  render  it  necessary  to  direct  that 
communication  to  be  made. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  offer  to  Mr.  Romero  the  as 
surance  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Sefior  Don  Matias  Romero. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Translation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

Waehingtoni  March  21,  1863. 
Sir  t  The  undersigned,  chargd  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  has 
had  the  nonor  to  receive  the  note  which  the  honorable  William  H.  Seward,  Sec- 
retary of  State  of  the  United  States. of  America,  was  pleased^t^jyi^^eg^lp^bim  ^ 
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under  date  of  yesterday,  in  reply  to  the  one  wbich  tbe  undersigned  placed  m 
the  hands  of  the  honorable  Mr.  Seward,  at  the  interview  which  he  had  with  him 
on  the  nineteenth  of  the  present  month,  in  relation  to  the  proposition  made  last 
year  "by  the  United  States  to  the  governments  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  with 
the  object  of  protecting  the  security  of  the  transit  across  the  isthmus  of  Panama, 
which  the  government  of  the  United  States  believed  to  be  in  danger  in  conse- 
quence of  the  political  events  which  then  occurred  in  New  Granada. 
'  The  undersigned  has  seen  with  the  liveliest  satisfaction  that,  according  to  the 
expression  of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State,  "the  United  States  have 
not  only  no  disposition  to  controvert  the  general  views  of  the  government  of 
Mexico  in  regara  to  foreign  intervention  in  the  political  affairs  of  the  American 
states  on  this  continent,  but  freely  confess  their  sympathy  with  these  views,  as 
l&ey  are  communicated  by  the  undersigned  to  the  Department  of  State  in  his 
note  aforesaid." 

The  satisfaction  of  the  undersigned  has  been  still  the  greater,  upon  seeing  that 
the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State  considers  as  a  groundless  fear  the  uneasiness 
which  the  government  of  Mexico  felt  on  receiving  notice  of  the  proposition  made 
by  the  United  States  to  the  cabinets  of  Saint  James  and  the  Tuilleries,  believii^ 
that  if  it  were  accepted  it  would  lead  to  a  foreign  intervention  in  the  domee^ 
affairs  of  New  Granada;  for  this  shows,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  that, 
although  the  result  of  such  a  proposition  might  have  been  that  which  the  gov- 
ernment of  Mexico  feared,  the  United  States  were  very  far  from  desiring  it,  and 
were  looking  for  another  wholly  distinct. 

The  undersigned  will  with  pleasure  hasten  to  send  a  copy  of  the  note  of  the 
honorable  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mexico;  and  he  does  not  doubt  that  it  wffl 
be  viewed  by  his  government  with  the  utmost  and  most  sincere  satisfaction ;  and 
that  it  will  finally  set  at  rest  the  fears  which  had  been  entertained  in  view  of 
the  proposition  hereinbefore  alluded  to. 

The  undersigned  believes  it  to  be  his  duty  to  express  to  the  honorable  the 
Secretary  of  State  how  greatly  he  regrets  that  the  communication  which  the 
undersigned  made  to  the  United  States,  by  order  of  his  government,  should 
have  been  received  with  regret  by  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State,  who 
laments  that  the  government  of  Mexico  should  have  thought  itself  under  the 
necessity  of  making  such  a  communication.  The  gravity  and  great  importance 
of  the  question  of  intervention,  from  the  favorable  result  of  solution,  which  to 
the  nations  of  America  now  depends  not  only  the  welfare,  but  the  independence 
itself  of  Mexico,  the  undersigned  believes  are  motives  which  authorize  the  gov- 
ernment of  Mexico  to  respecdPully  manifest  its  views  to  the  United  States  upon 
a  point  in  which  all  the  other  nations  of  this  continent  are  equally  interested 
with  themselves. 

The  government  of  Mexico  must,  therefore,  have  considered  itself  authorized 
(entitled)  to  make  such  a  manifestation,  especially  when  it  was  made  expresni^ 
the  pleasure,  as  heartfelt  as  it  was  sincere,  with  which  the  Mexican  govemment 
had  learned  of  the  final  determination  of  the  President  of  the  United  StatiS 
upon  this  subject. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  the  honorable 
William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  the  assuranoes  of 
his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  BOMEBO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Spc.,  Spc,,  Spc. 
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Mr.  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward, 

fTmnsIatloD.] 

Mexican  Legation, 

Wcuhingtont  April  15,  1863. 

The  nndeimgnecl,  cbarg^  d'affaires  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  had'  the 
honor  to  receive,  with  the  note  it\Ai^  the  Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States,  was  pleased  to  address  to  him  on  the  Idth  c^ 
March  last  past,  the  copies  therein  enclosed  of  two  despatches  and  their  annexes, 
addressed  by  Bear-Aomiral  Wilkes  to  the  Navy  Department  of  tlie  Uijited 
States  in  regard  to  the  steamer  Noe  DaquL 

Since  then  there  have  come  into  the  hands  of  the  nndersimed  the  official 
doeome&ts  relating  to  the  same  affair,  which  were  sent  to  him  by  the  goyemor 
of  Yucatan,  which  exhibit  in  fnll  detail  what  happened  at  the  island  Mngeres 
in  the  affidr  of  said  steamer. 

After  a  minnte  examination  of  these  docoments,  and  of  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  the  under8%ned  regrets  he  finds  himself  obliged  to  consider  the  con- 
duct of  Bear-Admiru  Wilkes  as  aegressiye  to  the  sovereignly  of  the  Mexican 
nation,  which  to  a  certain  extent  the  said  rear-admiral  a£nits  in  his  despatch 
No.  5,  of  the  18th  of  January  last,  although  endearoring  to  extenuate  the  enor- 
mity of  the  violation  of  the  rights  of  Mexico. 

From  the  report  which  the  governor  of  Yucatan  made  to  the  minister  of 
foreign  relations  of  Mexico  under  date  of  the  23d  of  February  last,  of  which 
the  imdersigned  transmits  a  copy,  it  appears  that  as  soon  as  the  said  governor 
received  intelligence  that  a  steamer  was  at  anchor  at  the  island  Mug#es,  whose 
movements  caused  suspicion,  and  that  she  proved  to  be  the  Noe  Daqui,  he  com- 
missioned Don  Nicolas  Urcelay,  captain  of  the  national  guard,  to  go  to  that 
place  with  an  armed  force,  in  order  to  capture  the  steamer,  and  notified  the 
court  of  the  district  of  Yucatan  for  its  information,  and  that  it  might  order  such 
measures  as  it  deemed  proper  in  the  case. 

This  determination  appears  by  the  despatch  addressed  by  the  governor  of 
Yucatan  to  the  district  juoge,  the  10th  of  December,  1862,  of  which  the  under- 
signed sends  copy.  By  this  action  the  steamer  was  from  that  moment  subject 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  tribunal. 

Captain  Urcelay  arrived  with  his  force  at  island  Mugeres,  and  took  poesessiom 
of  the  steamer  wiuiout  ainr  resistance,  hoisted  the  Mexican  flag  on  her,  and  sent 
the  crew  under  arrest  to  Sisal,  whence  they  were  sent  to  Merida  at  the  disposal 
of  the  governor  of  the  state,  who  turned  them  over  to  the  district  judge,  who 
was  already  cc^nisant  of  the  affidr,  when  Captain  Urcday,  in  canying  out  the 
decision  of  the  district  court,  of  which  the  undersigned  encloses  a  copy,  attempted 
to  take  the  Noe  Daqui,  together  with  the  Spanish  schooner  Pepita,  which  had 
come  from  the  Havana  with  articles  for  said  steamer,  for  which  reason  she  also 
was  taken,  there  appeared  in  the  Mexican  waters  two  ships-of-war  of  the  United 
States,  under  the  command  of  Bear- Admiral  Wilkes,  who  took  upon  him  to 
possess  himself  of  the  steamer,  alleging  that  she  was  intended  for  the  service  of 
the  insurgents  of  the  south.*  Captain  Urcelay,  in  view  of  the  circumstances, 
coerced  by  superior  force,  and  assuming  authority  which  he  had  not,  made  an 
arrangement  with  Bear-Admiral  Wilkes,  by  virtue  of  which  he  took  charge  of 
the  steamer,  placing  a  suard  on  her,  and  engaging  to  restore  her  as  soon  as  the 
competent  Mexican  auuori^  should  declare  her  to  be  a  slaver. 

Captain  Urcelay  left  his  rorce  on  board  the  steamer,  and  went  to  Merida  to 
make  report  of  the  proceeding  to  the  district  court 

Thus  far  the  undersigned  finds  accordances  at  the  bottom  of  the  reports  of  the 
govenior  of  Yucatan  and  of  Bear-Admiral  Wilkes,  although  they  may  vary  in 
Bome  details,  and  altfaou^  many  of  the  expressions  of  Bear-Admi|:9|^^iU;ei  o^lc 
73  m 
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as  offensive  to  the  dignity  and  good  name  of  Mexico  as  theyare  gtoimdleei 
and  nnjuBt.  Bear-Admiral  Wilkes  allows  himself  to  saj  that  Captain  Uroeky 
had  neither  appointment  nor  commission;  that  he  gathered  an  armed  force  aad 
took  possession  of  the  steamer,  as  if  this  were  done  of  his  own  motion  and  not 
under  instructions  fiK>m  the  Mexican  authorities.  On  this  point,  however,  the 
undersigned  cannot  douht  that  the  official  declaration  of  the  governor  of  Yucatan 
deserves  more  credit  from  the  government  of  the  United  States  than  the  Buspi- 
cions  of  Bear- Admiral  Wilkes,  growing  out  o^h&t  some  one  or  other  maj  lunre 
told  him: 

The  rear-admiral  relates  in  this  manner  what  afterwards  happened:  that  he 
went  to  Havana  to  coal,  and  on  his  return  to  the  island  Mugeres  he  found  no 
answer  had  heen  received  from  the  governor  of  Yucatan,  although  the  fixed  time 
of  ten  days,  which  he  assures  us  was  settled  in  the  agreement  to  recdve  such 
reply,  had  expired;  that  he  sent  Commander  Stevens  in  the  United  Stalea 
steamer  Sonoma  to  Sisal  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  cause  of  d^j  in 
proceedings  which  had  been  set  on  foot  for  ascertaining  whether  the  Noe  Daqm 
was  engaged  in  the  slave  trade.  The  rear-admiral  continues,  ''In  SBch  caae,"* 
(that  it  were  not  proved  that  she  was  engaged  in  such  traffic,)  he  notifies  Coai- 
mander  Stevens  mat  he  must  inform  the  authorities  that  ''I  did  not  cooflider 
myself  bound  any  further  by  the  agreement,  the  time  having  expired,  and  that 
I  should  act  as  if  the  vessel  was  ♦  •  •  confederate,  laden  with  contraband 
of  war,  and  with  intent  to  run  the  blockade,  and  if  she  succeeded  in  thts,  would 
probably  be  armed  as  a  confederate  corsair,"  for  which  he  thought  her  wdl 
adapted. 

In  this  alone  there  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  cause  more  diaa 
8ufficient%)  regard  the  conduct  of  Bear- Admiral  Wilkes  not  only  as  contmy 
to  the  teachings  of  international  law,  but  as  an  open  violation  of  the  8ova;e^iitj 
of  Mexico. 

The  undersigned  does  not  believe  that  it  can  possibly  be  doubled  iJiat  the 
island  Mugeres  belongs  to  Mexico-^that  the  bay  in  that  island  where  the  Koe 
Daqui  was  fallen  in  with  is  among  the  territorial  waters  of  the  republic — Btill 
less  that  sovereignty  over  the  territorial  waters  of  a  nation  belongs  wholly  to  ite 
government.  As  little  can  the  undersigned  believe  the  fact  can  be  questioned  that 
on  the  coming  of  Bear- Admiral  Wilkes  into  the  waters  of  island  MugereB,  the 
Noe  Daqui  was  subjected  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Mexican  tribunals,  which 
placed  her  doubly  under  the  shield  of  the  Mexican  sovereignty. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  taking  possession  of  the  steamer  by  forces  c^ 
the  United  States  ieT  a  proceeding  which  f  he  undersigned  permits  himself  to  cdl 
highly  irregular. 

In  the  agreement,  by  virtue  of  which  Bear-Admiral  Wilkes  took  poeseasion 
of  the  Noe  Daqui,  it  was  stipulated  that  she  should  rest  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Mexican  aathorities,  alone  competent  in  the  matter.  The  literal  words  of  and 
agr^ment,  of  which  the  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy,  aie  as 
follows :  "  It  is  stipulated  *  *  *  that  for  the*better  secnritj  and  pto- 
tection  of  \he  steamer  now  at  this  place,  of  her  cargo,  and  property  on  board 
of  her.  Admiral  Wilkes  shall  take  possession  of  her  with  a  sufficient  guaxtl  mtil 
the  Mexican  government  may  decide  what  is  the  character  of  said  steamer*  a&d 
whether  or  no  she  be  a  slaver ;  and  if  the  government  decide  that  she  is,  ^md 
the  steamer  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Mexican  govemm^it.''  The  rear^«dasicii 
asserts  that  the  term  within  which  the  decision  was  to  be  made  was  ten  days; 
and  even  excluding  the  idea  that  had  a  time  been  limited,  it  would  have  be^i  an 
absurd  stipulation.  Such  a  term  was  not  stipulated  in  the  so-called  agreemoit ; 
for  although  in  the  second  clause  of  such  paper  the  expression  tef^  days  is  mm- 
tioned,  it  is  done  with  reference  to  the  schooner  Pepita,  and  indicating  only  that 
Bear- Admiral  Wilkes  would  return  -from  the  Havana  witiiUL  the  pmod  mentioBed. 
Bear- Admiral  Wilkes,  by  giving,  without  doubt,  a  most  forced  inteipretation,  whidi 
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notlnng  can  jastifj,  to  the  clause  mentioned,  adopted  this  pretext  to  keep  the 
steamer,  and  sent  to  Sisal  to  Oommander  Stevens  that  he  conld  notify  the  gov- 
ernor of  Yucatan  that  he  could  not  wait  anj  longer  time  for  the  solution  of  the 
culpability  or  inculpability  of  the  steamer;  that  he  did  not  consider  himself  any 
longer  bound  by  the  compromise  he  haid  made  with  Captain  Urcelay,  as  well 
because  of  the  delay  specified,  as  because  such  agreement  had  been  violated  by 
depredations  which  he  averred  had  been  committed  on  the  cargo  of  the  schooner 
Pepita,  in  care  of  a  force  of  Captain  Urcelay's  which  had  tn^en  possession  of 
the  schooner;  that  he  had  the  certainty  that  the  steamer  was  destined  for  the 
service  of  the  insurgents;  that  there  was  no  reason  for  regarding  her  as  a  slaver, 
and  he  had  resolved  to  make  her  prize  of  the  squadron  of  his  command. 

Commander  Stevens  did  not  go  to  the  place  where  the  governor  of  Yucatan 
was — absent  at  the  time  from  the  capital  of  the  state ;  he  contented  himself 
with  sending  him  a  communication,  and  without  awaiting  any  answer,  went 
back  to  island  Mugerea.  Immediately  after  the  return  of  Commander  Stevens, 
Bear-Admiral  Wilkes  made  out  that  he  left  the  steamer  absolutely  at  liberty ; 
he  made  the  crew  take  her  outside  of  the  Mexican  waters  and  raise  the  insur- 
gent's flag,  captured  her,  and  ordered  her  to  Key  West,  leaving  the  schooner 
Pepita,  (after  naving  taken  her  cargo  into  possession,)  which  was  afterwards 
taken  to  Sisal.  The  accuracy  of  these  acts  is  confihned  by  the  relation  Hear- 
Adnural  Wilkes  gives  of  them  in  his  despatch  No.  5,  as  cited. 

After  this  narrative,  proved  by  official  documents,  and  even  by  the  despatches 
of  Rear- Admiral  Wilkes,  there  can  be  no  question  the  said  E  ear-Admiral  violated 
the  sovereignty  of  Mexico  by  taking  from  under  it,  through  devices  unworthy 
an  officer  of  his  rank,  a  prize  that  was  in  subjection  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Mexican  courts,  and  attempting  previously  to  impose  terms  and  a  rule  of  conduct, 
at  his  pleasure,  upon  those  very  tribunals. 

It  is  not  hidden  from  the  undersigned  that  Rear- Admiral  Wilkes  alleges  in 
justification  of  his  inexcusable  conduct  that  the  Noe  Daqui  was  a.  confederate 
vessel  that  was  to  run  the  blockade  of  the  southern  ports,  and  that  there  was 
no  proof  at  all  that  she  was  engaged  in  the  slave  trade.  Excluding  from  view 
that  the  Mexicaft  courts  were  those  alone  which  could  make  such  a  declaration, 
the  undersigned  cannot  abstain  from  noting  the  contradiction  into  which  Rear- 
Admiral  Wilkes  falls  by  saying  in  his  cited  despatch  that  the  bay  of  island 
Mugeres  is  a  point  frequented  by  slavers,  and  that,  undoubtedly,  the  Noe  Daqui 
had  been  in  the  trade.  Moreover,  the  undersigned  believes  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
state  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  that  not  only  the  charge  of  being 
a  slaver  weighed  against  the  Noe  Daqui,  but  also  that  of  having  violated  the 
revenue  ^ws  of  the  Mexican  ports,  on  both  which  accounts  the  proper  proceed^- 
|ng8  at  law  were  being  taken. 

The  lionorable  Secretary  of  State  appears  to  entertain  the  same  opinion  as 
fiear-Admiral  Wilkes  in  respect  to  tibe  Noe  Daqui  being  the  property  of  southern 
insurgents,  and  intended  to  run  the  blockade,  as  appears  in.  the  note  which  he 
did  the  undersigned  tBe  honor  to  address  to  him,  dated  the  6th  of  March.  But 
in  such  event,  if  fully  established,  and  further,  even  in  case  the  vessel  had  liieen 
armed  for  a  cruise  by  the  rebels.  Bear- Admiral. Wilkes  should  not  have -arrogated 
the  powers  which  he  took.  His  duty  would  have  beei^  to  await  the  sentence  of 
the  courts  of  Mexico,  and  if  in  virtue  of  such  the  steamer  were  set  at  liberty, 
to  arrange  for  her  capture  when  she  should  have  left  the  territorial  waters  of 
Mexico. 

Bear- Admiral  Wilkes,  moreover,  usurped  powers  inh^nt  to  the  national 
sovei^eignty  of  Mexico,  in  taking  depositions  and  exercising  judicial  acts  on 
Mexftan  territory,  in  flagrant  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  republic;.. 

The  said  rear-admiral  did  not  confine  himself  to  committing  violations  referred 
to,  but  also  took  possession  of  the  schooner  Pepita,  which  Captain  Urcelay  had 
previously  taken  possession  of  with  a  Mexican  forca    He  lai^^^i^iii^jy^d^bMPg.^ 
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his  {mwer»  took  tlie  crew  which  the  Pepita  had  brought  from  the  Harana  for 
the  Noe  Daqni,  and  which  was  under  detention  hj  the  Mexican  authoritiea,  and 
subject  to  the  orders  of  the  proper  courts. 

In  recapitulation,  Rear-Amiral  Wilkes  has  violated  the  rights  of  Mexico— 

Ist.  By  having  taken  possession,  within  Mexican  territOFjr,  of  a  vessel  hdd 
subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Mexican  courts. 

2d.  In  not  having  allowed  the  sentence  of  the  Mexican  court  in  relation  t» 
the  transfer  of  the  In  oe  Daqui  to  the  port  of  Sisal  to  be  carried  into  effect 

dd.  In  having  deceptively  taken  the  said  steamer  out  of  the  jurisdiction  ol 
the  Mexican  courts. 

4th.  In  having  imposed  terms  on  the  Mexican  courts. 

5th.  In  having  exercised  in  Mexican  territory  judicial  acts  of  the  competency 
exclusively  of  Mexican  authorities. 

6th.  In  having  taken  possession  of  the  schooner  Pepita,  which  was  in  Mexi* 
can  territory,  held  by  Mexican  soldiers,  and  subjected  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Mexican  courts. 

7th.  In  having,  by  force,  taken  possession  of  the  crew  brought  from  the  Ha* 
vana  by  the  schooner  Pepita  for  the  Noe  Daqui,  which  was  in  Mexican  teniUny, 
and  subject  to  the  Mexican  courts. 

The  undersigned  cannot  doubt  for  a  moment  that  when  the  government  of  the 
United  Stat^  has  intelligence  of  the  facts  referred  to,  and  the  full  proof  by 
which  they  are  accompanied,  it  will  hasten  to  give  to  Mexico  all  the  satisfiietion 
she  is  justly  entitled  to  for  the  offences  committed  against  h^  sovereignty  and 
clearest  rights  by  Bear- Admiral  Wilkes. 

The  undersigned  profits  by  the  occasion  to  repeat  to  the  honorable  WiBiam 
H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  the  assurances  of  his  : 
distinguished  consideration. 

M.  BOM£BO. 

Hon.  William  H.Sbward,  ^.y  Sfc.^  ^. 


Mr.  Carwin  to  Mr,  Setcard. 


No.  40.]  Lboation  of  thb  United  Statbs  op  Ambsica, 

Mexico,  April  16,  1863. 

Sift :  The  American  consul  here  having  a  leave  of  absence,  the  govemmeat 
here,  as  a  special Javor,  have  permitted  me  to  send  by  him  despatches  to  my 
government,  and  letters  to  my  friends.    He  will  deliver  them  at  naahingtoii* 

Your  despatches  up  to  No.  66  have  been  received.  A  few  days  since  I  IhkI 
an  interview  with  the  Mexican  secretary  of  foreign  relations.  He  ezmeeeed 
much  satisfaction  at  having  received  from  Mr.  Komero  a  note,  savmg  iimX  no 
trade  from  tibe  United  States  would  hereafter  be  permitted,  in  articles  usefbl  In 
war,  to  either  France  or  Mexico.  This,  I  think,  will  proDably  soothe  the  ini- 
tatien  occasioned  by  the  correspondence  with  Mr.  Bomero,  which  yon  forwarded 
to  me,  and  which  was  ddivered  by  me  to  the  state  department  here. 

The  progress  of  the  French  war  presents  puzzles  to  all  not  in  die  eabitt^ 
secrets  of  the  Emperor.  It  is  conceded  that  he  wishes  to  take  Puebku  He  hUB 
been  before  that  city  just  one  month.  It  has  not  surrendered.  He  has  taken 
Fort  St.  Javier,  said  to  be  the  weakest  of  those  which  protect  the  city,  and, 
from  that  point,  has  made  a  lodgment  within  the  walls,  occupying  six  blocks  hi 
that  suburb.  According  to  our  intelligence,  any  attempt  made  to  advanc|  has 
been  repulsed ;  in  one  a  company  of  Zouaves  was  captured  by  the  Mexican  ftices. 

If  the  French  wish  to  capture  Puebia,  the  reason  why  it  is  not  done  seems  lo 
be  because,  with  their  present  force,  they  eannot.  Be-^nfbrcements  from  Francet 
to  the  number  of  3,000  or  4,000,  lately  landed  at  Vera  firua,  wenow  on  their 
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march  to  join  the  army  at  Pnebla.  It  is  surmised  that  General  Forey  waits  for 
the  arriyd  of  these  troops,  and  wiU,  when  thej  reach  him,  make  a  more  vigor- 
oos  assault. 

The  Mexican  people  greedily  devour  every  article  of  news  from  Europe. 
They  hope  a  rupture  will  take  place  touching  the  further  occupation  of  Borne 
by  French  troops,  or  by  the  Polish  disturbances  on  the  further  occupation  of 
venetia  by  Austria;  but,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  their  last  and  surest  hope  lies, 
in  the  establishment  of  our  old  Union,  which  they  believe  would  exert  a  con- 
trolling influence  against  the  occupation  of  this  country  by  any  monarchy  of 
Europe. 

I  send  duplicate  despatches  of  those  recently  despatched  by  the  Acapulco 
toute,  as  the  transit  from  here  to  Acapulco  has  proved  hitherto  unsafe. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  OOKWIN. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Cortoin. 


No.  72.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  18, 1863.- 

Sir  :  I  have  submitted  to  the  President  your  very  interesting  despatch  of 
the  11th  of  Marclv  (No.  39,)  with  its  accompaniments. 

While  the  misapprehension  by  the  government  of  Mexico  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  United  States  in  regard  to  the  Question  of  shipments  for  Mexico,  which 
you  describe,  is  regretted  by  the  Presiaent,  he  does  not  suffer  himself  to  doubt 
that  it  will  give  way  before  the  clear  explanations  which  have  been  made  upon 
the  subject  to  the  representative  of  Mexico  here,  and  of  which  you  have  been 
advised. 

Your  proceedings  with  relation  to  the  request  of  the  late  Prussian  minister  at 
Mexico,  that  you  would  assume  the  protection  of  subjects  of  the  King  of 
Prussia  and  of  other  European  powers  in  that  republic,  during  the  suspension 
of  the  several  European  legations  there,  are  approved  by  the  President  The 
irst  responsibility  of  a  minister  is  to  practice  fidelity  to  the  interests  of  the 
state  whose  credentials  he  bears;  the  second  is  the  exercise  of  perfect  good 
faith,  respect  and  courtesy  to  the  government  of  the  country  to  which  he  is 
accredited.  A  minister  is  not  only  at  liberty,  but  he  is  morally  bound,  to  render 
all  the  good  offices  he  can  to  other  powers,  and  their  subjects,  consistently  with 
the  discharge  of  those  principal  responsibilities  I  have  described.  But  it  belongs 
to  the  state  where  the  minister  resides  to  decide,  in  every  case,  in  what  man- 
ner and  in  what  degree  such  good  offices  shs^  be  rendered,  and,  indeed,  whether 
they  shall  be  tolerated  at  aH.  No  abridgment  of  Uiis  sovereign  right  can  be 
insisted  upon,  unless,  indeed,  the  government  of  that  state  manifestly  refuses 
to  acknowledge  or  to  give  effect  to  some  of  the  entirely  admitted  principles  of 
OMMrality,  recognized  as  constituting  the  basis  of  the  laws  of  nature  and  the  law 
of  nations.  Not  only  has  this  government  no  such  complaint  to  make  against 
Mexico,  but,  on  the  contrary,  in  all  its  intercourse  with  that  republic,  it  has 
been  impressed  with  the  evidences  of  a  high  decree  of  virtue  and  enlighten- 
nient.  That  government  deservedly  enjoys  not  omy  the  respect  but  the  good 
wishes,  and,  so  far  as  natural  affections  are  allowable,  the  sympathy  of  the 
United  States  in  its  present  unhappy  embarrassments  with  foreign  powers. 
The  President,  therefore,  remits  you,  for  your  government  in  regard  to  thp 

.,,,_.,  ^oogle 
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(j^ueetions  nreaented,  to  tbe  rules  70a  have  prescribeil  to  yourself,  so  long  as 
hall  be  sadsfactonr  to  the  governn 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Thomas  Cobwin,  Esq. 


Mr.  Corwin  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Extract] 


No.  41.]  Legation  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

Mexico^  May  1,  1863. 
Sib:       *•••••••• 

In  relation  to  public  matters  here,  nothing  has  occurred  to  change  the  gen- 
eral aspects  since  my  last  letter  to  the  department.  The  French  army,  under 
General  Forey,  has  been  before  Fuebla  for  forty-five  days.  It  has  obtained 
possession  of  one  fort  (St.  Javier)  and  five  or  six  blocks  of  the  city,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  that  fort.  Small  detachments  of  troops  are  reported,  from 
day  to  day,  to  be  fighting  in  houses  and  streets,  hand  to  hand,  with  the  Mexi- 
can troops  under  Ortega,  withui  the  city,  whilst  (Jeneral  Gomonfort,  with  a 
force  of  about  15,000  of  all  arms,  is  at  or  near  San  Martin,  a  short  distance 
from  Puebla.  The  Fren«Ji  forces  under  Forey  are  estimated  at  22,000  effective 
men.  It  is  a  question  with  military  men,  whether  the  French  will  ever  take 
Puebla  without  further  re-enforcements  from  France.  Rumor,  and  perhaps  ex- 
tracts from  French  papers,  promise  still  further  troops  from  France,  out  I 
believe  there  is  not  yet  anything  certainly  known  here  as  to  these  rumored  re- 
enforcements. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

.       THOMAS  GORWIN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Setoard  to  Mr,  Cortcin, 


No.  74.}  Depabtmbnt  op  State, 

Washifigtatiy  May  12,  1863. 

Sib  :  In  February  last,  Mr.  Romero,  charg6  d'affaires  of  Mexico,  brought  to 
my  attention  certain  complaints  which  had  been  made  to  him  by  the  Mexican 
consul  at  Brownsville,  Texas,  and  the  vice-consul  at  Franklin,  New  Mexico,  of 
forcible  impressments  of  Mexican  citizens,  residing  in  tie  Territory  of  New 
Mexico,  ijito  the  military  service  of  the  United  States.  The  subject  was  im- 
mediately laid  before  the  Secretary  of  War,  whose  reply  was  communicated  to 
Mr.  Romero  on  the  2d  of  April,  and  by  him,  doubtless,  transmitted  tb  his 
government. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has,  by  a  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  received  to-day, 
laid  before  me  a  copy  of  a  communication  addressed  to  the  general-in-chief  by 
Brigadier  General  Garlton,  commanding  in  New  Mexico,  upon  the  same  sub- 
ject, a  copy  of  which  I  enclose  to  you,  as  Mr.  Romero  has  taken  leave  of  the 
government  and  is  now  en  route  to  his  home. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  a  copy  of  this  document  to  the  Mexican 
government. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  ^-^ 

WILLIAM  H.-9EWARD. 

Thomas  Gobwin,  Esq.,  4c.,  ^r.,  ^r.,  Mexico. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Corwin, 


No.  77.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingtony  May  22,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  encloBe,  herewitb,  a  copy  of  a  despatcb,  dated  the  4th  of  March,  horn 
the  United  States  consul  at  Matamoras,  and  a  translation  of  the  order  referred 
to,  which  points  out  the  practical  discrimination  in  favor  of  the  rebels  in  Texas, 
and  of  their  illicit  traffic  across  the  frontier  resulting  firom  that  order. 

I  have  to  request  you  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  Mexican  government  to 
this  cause  of  complaint,  and  to  request  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  will 
correct  the  evil. 

The  attention  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut  has  b  een  called  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  NavT  to  the  suggestion  of  Consul  Rice,  as  to  the  importance  of  having  a 
vessel-oi-war  in  that  quarter. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H-  SEWARD. 

Thomas  Oorwin,  Esq.,  ^.,  4«.,  Sfc.,  Mexico. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Corwin, 


No.  78.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  June  8,  1863. 

Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  May  1  (No.  41)  has  been  received,  and  your  proceed- 
ing in  relation  to  tne  case  of  Ignacio  Loperano,  as  therein  reported,  is  approved. 

The  French  steamer,  which  arrived  at  New  York  from  Havana  last  week, 
f  urprised  the  country  with  the  news  of  the  surrender  of  Puebla,  with  the  whole 
of  the  Mexican  garrison,  to  the  French  army  of  occupation,  after  the  defeat  of 
General  Oomon&rt  in  a  moveiflent  which  he  was  making  for  the  relief  of  that 
town.  Assuming  this  information  to  be  true,  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Mexico 
is  supposed  to  have  become  by  this  time  exceedingly  critical. 

I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  give  you  any  definite  information  concerning 
military  events  in  our  own  country.  You  will  have  already  learned  of  the 
active  operations  which  have  been  instituted  by  General  Grant  and  General 
Banks  upon  the  Mississippi.  We  are  awaiting  the  results  with  much  anxiety. 
The  tone  of  the  public  mind  is  generally  pure,  and  the  confidence  of  the  country 
in  our  financial  system  is  perhaps  the  best  possible  evidence  of  the' confidence 
of  the  people  in  Uie  ultimate  success  of  the  government. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Thomas  Corwin,  Esq.,  ^.,  ifc,,  Mexico, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Corwin, 

No.  82.]  .  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  August  8,  1863. 
Sir  :  Your  very  important  despatch  of  the  26th  of  June  has  been  received. 
It  confirms  the  information,  otherwise  received,  that  the  French  army  has 
entered  and  occupied  the  capital  of  Mexico,  and  that  a  provisional  government 
has  been  inaugurated  there,  under  the*  protection  of  the  imperial  forces  ;  that 
the  Mexican  government,  to  which  you  were  accredited,  has  retired  to  the  city 
of  San  Luis  JPotosi.  and  established  itself  at  that  place ;  and  that  the  coimt: 
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is  now  divided  between  two  goyemments,  which  still  remain  in  hostile  attitude. 
The  President  is  inclined  to  approve  the  decision  70a  made  in  declining,  under 
the  circumstances,  the  invitation  of  the  Mexican  government  to  leave  the  an- 
cient capital  and  to  repair  to  San  Luis. 

«  What  would  be  the  most  convenient  and  favorable  position  for  the  legation, 
with  reference  to  the  protection  of  American  rights  in  Mexico,  is  a  question  that  * 
depends  much  on  contingencies  o£  war,  which,  though  they  BU17  be  immineDt, 
cannot,  at  least  at  this  distance  from*the  theatre  of  conflict,  be  anticipated.  It  is 
not  perceived  how  you  could  effectually  assert  those  interests  at  the  present 
moment  by  representations  to  the  government  at  San  Luis,  which  is  cutoff  from 
communication  with  the  legation,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  you  will  not  be  ex- 
pected to  address  yourself,  under  present  circumstances,  to  the  new  provisional 
government  which  bears  sway  at  the  capital. 

The  President  fully  appreciates  the  gre^X  and  unwearied  labors  jon  have 
performed  in  your  mission,  and  the  circumstances  which  render  a  temporary 
relief  from  them  desirable  on  your  part  He  has  thought  that,  probably,  the 
present  juncture,  when  thines  in  regard  to  the  future  of  Mexico  are  dependii^ 
on  dispositions  and  events  uiere,  with  which  a  minister  of  a  foreign  and  friendly 
power  cannot  lawfully  interfere,  may,  perhaps,  be  the  most  suitable  one  for  the 
allowance  of  the  indulgence  which  you  have-  asked.  But  he  desires  to  leave 
this  point  to  your  own  better-informed  discretion.  You  will,  therefore,  have 
leave  of  absence,  to  begin  at  such  time  as  you  may  think  proper  after  this 
communication  reaches  you,  and  may  return  to  the  United  States  to  confer  with 
this  department,  and  to  await  the  further  directions  of  the  President.  You  wfli 
make  such  arrangements  for  the  custody  of  the  archives  and  the  tranBacti<m  of 
the  mere  routine  duties  of  the  legation  during  your  absence  as  shall  seem  ex- 
pedient 

I  am,  sir,  yoiur  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Thomas  Cobwin,  Esq.,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  Mexico. 
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BRAZIL. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Wehh. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Waahmgton,  October  21,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  August  23  (No.  22)  has  been  submitted  to  the  Presi- 
dent 

The  incidents  which  jou  have  given  to  illustrate  the  relations  between  Brazil 
and  European  poTrers  are  interesting  and  iostructiye. 

You  wul  alr^idj  have  received  the  instructions  concerning  four  insurgent  ves- 
sels at  Bio  Janeiro,  which  you  seem  to  have  been  expecting  at  the  time  when 
your  despatch  was  written. 

Your  mrther  proceedings  in  thttt  case  as  reported  are  approved. 

The  President  approves,  also,  your  prompt  and  energetic  proceedings  in  re- 
gard to  the  officers  of  the  Palmetto,  and  he  will  not  suffer  himself  to  doubt  tbat 
the  Brazilian  government  will  promptly  yield  the  satisfaction  which  you  have 
Bo  peremptorily  claimed,  if  the  facts,  as  presented  to  you,  shall  not  be  success- 
fully controverted. 

Li  conclusion,  I  have  the  pleasure  of  assuring  you  that  the  vigilance,  activity, 
and  energy  with  which  you  are  discharging  the  responsibilities  of  your  import- 
ant mission  are  recognized  and  gratefully  acknowledged  by  the  President. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABl). 

Jambs  Watson  Webb,  Esq. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Webb. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  October  21,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  recur  to  your  despatch  No.  22,  for  the  purpose  of  noticing  your  sug- 
gestions in  regard  to  domestic  affairs. 

As  misfortunes  seldom  come  singlv,  so  the  reverses  which  befel  the  national 
arms  at  Bichmond  proved  to  be  the  beginning  of  a  series  of  grave  disasters,  and 
of  even  more  serious  alarms.  The  campaign  begun  by  the  insurgents  with  the 
design  of  securing  the  loyal  border  States,  and  even  threatening  the  loyal  free 
States,  and  thus  obtaining  the  capitulation  of  Washington,  was  prosecuted  with 
so  much  secrecy  and  reserve  that  its  details  were  not  even  fiiUy  understood  in 
this  country  before  its  failure  occurred.  The  conspirators  were  more  ccmimunica- 
tive  in  Europe.  They  had  awakened  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  success 
in  political  circles  on  that  continent,  and  the  government  here  was  fnvored  with 
persuasions  to  adapt  itself  to  tixe  altered  £rtunes  which  were  before  it,  and 
study  how  to  obtain  a  possible  substitute  for  iixe  Union  and  the  blessed  institu- 
tions which  were  to  be  forever  lost  The  President  met  the  new  emergencv  >as 
you  have  already  seen.  It  is  believed  that  the  insurrection  has  at  no  time  been 
so  weak,  or  the  Union  so  stocmg,  as  it  is  now. 

We  are  still  hearing  of  intrigues  abroad  for  recognition  or^  for  intervention  ,j 
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but  they  do  not  disturb  the  public  confidence.  The  laxity  shown  by  the  BritiBh 
goverament  in  enforcing,  or  rather  in  failing  to  enforce  its  proclaimed  neutrally, 
is  producmg  fruitful  ana  annoying  discontents. 

We  are  building  a  navy  with  idl  the  despatch  that  ample  resources,  materials, 
and  labor  can  secure.  Nevertheless,  we  are  obliged  to  bear  many  misfortunes 
and  endure  some  painful  humiliations  that  t^annot  be  prevented,  because  we  can- 
not increase  that  despatch. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Jambs  Watson  Wrbb,  Esq. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Webb. 


No.  48.]  Department  op  State, 

Wcukington,  December  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  November  7  (No.  28)  has  been  received.  Your  note 
written  to  the  Marquis  d'Abrantes  on  the  subject  of  a  proposed  international  ar- 
rangement of  postal  communication  is  approved. 

lour  proceeding  in  submitting  to  the  minister  for  foreign  afiairs  a  copy  of  my 
circular  relative  to  the  President's  proclamation  of  the  23d  of  September  is  ap- 
proved. There  are  passages,  however,  in  the  note  whic)i,  on  that  occasion,  you 
addressed  to  the  Marquis  d'Abrantes,  which  show  that  you  did  not  apprehend 
exactly  the  character  of  the  proclamation ;  and,  of  course,  some  ofyour  remarks 
resulting  from  that  mislapprehension  would  reauire  qualification.  To  this  extent 
the  President  does  not  desire  to  be  regardea  as  approving  of  your  note  to  the 
Marquis  d'Abrantes.  And,  indeed,  he  thinks  it  prudent  to  limit  his  approba- 
tion of  that  paper  by  the  extent  in  which  it  accords  with  the  circular  upon  which 
the  note  is  a  commentary.  The  President,  at  the  same  time,  satisfiea  of  your 
good  faith,  loyalty,  and  zeal,  directs  that  it  shall  be  left  to  your  own  discretioa 
in  what  way  to  make  the  explanations  to  the  Marquis  d'Abrantes  which  this 
despatch  renders  necessary. 

I  am,  airf  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

James  Watson  Webb,  Esq. 


Mr.  Webb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 


No.  42.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Petropolis,  March  9,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  British  steam  packet  Magdalena  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the  5th, 
bringing  despatches  Nos.  46,  47,  48,  49,  and  50 ;  and  circulars  Nos.  14  and  29. 

I  immediately  enclosed  to  the  secretary  of  foreign  affairs  a  copy  of  despatch 
No.  49,  and  took  occasion  to  cancel  so  much  of  my  despatch  to  the  Marquis 
d'Abrantes,  in  relation  to  the  President's  proclamation  of  the  22d  of  September, 
as  conflicted  with  the  spirit  of  that  all-important  document,  and  of  whicn  I  most 
cordially  and  unreservedly  approve. 

The  copy  of  my  despatch  enclosed  herewith  will,  I  trust,  prove  satis&ctoiy, 
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as  it  certainly  is  intended  to  demonstrate  that  all  that  has  been  done  in  the 

way  of  manumission  is  in  strict  compliance  with  the  Constitution  and  the  law. 
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  i[c. 


Mr.  Webb  to  the  Marquis  d^Abrantes, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Petropolit,  March  7,  1863. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  from  the 
United  States,  has  the  honor  to  enclose  to  his  ExceUency  the  Marquis 
d'Abrantes,  counsellor  to  his  Majesty  the  Emperor,  minister  and  secretary  of 
state  for  foreign  affairs,  a  copy  of  a  circular  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  bearing  date  the  3d  January,  1863,  enclosing  a  proclamation, 
issued  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  on  the  1st  of  January,  1863, 
giving  freedom  to  the  slaves  held  in  bondage  by  the  States,  and  parts  of  Spates, 
in  insurrection  against  the  United  States  on  that  day.  This  proclamation  was 
issued  in  conformity  to  the  pledge  contained  in  the  proclamation  from  the  same 
high  source  bearing  date  the  22d  of  September  last,  and  was  resorted  to  by  the 
Executive  as  a  military /lecessity.  The  Constitution  gives  the  President  of  the 
United  Stat^  no  right  to  abolisn  slavery  in  those  States  where  it  exists  under 
the  local  law ;  but  both  the  Constitution  and  the  law  invest  him  with  extraordi- 
nary powers  to  put  down  insurrection,  punish  traitors,  and  suppress  rebellion; 
and  it  was  in  the  legitimate  exercise  of  this  necessary  war  power  that  the 
proclamations  of  the  22d  of  September  and  3d  of  January  were  issued,  and 
win  produce  such  mighty  results  upon  the  future  destinies  of  the  United  States. 
Slavery  can  only  be  abolished,  under  the  war  power  with  which  the  President  is 
clothed,  in  those  districts  of  the  country  in  open  rebellion  against  the  United 
States.  Consequently,  it  is  not  abolished  in  the  more  northern  slave  States  of 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Missouri,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee,  and  in  certain  por- 
tions of  Virginia  and  Louisiana.  Therefore,  the  attention  of  the  undersigned 
has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  he  committed  an  error,  or  wrote  hastily,  when 
he  said,  as  he  did  in  the  copy,  sent  to  Washington,  of  his  pote  to  your  ex- 
cellency of  the  3d  of  Novemoer  last,  that  the  proclamation  of  the  22d  of 
September  **  manumits  an  the  first  of  January  next  all  the  slaves  in  the  United 
StaUsr 

The  phrase  should  have  read  **  virtually  manumits  on  the  first  day  of  January 
next  all  the  slaves  in  the  United  States;"  and  if  the  word  ^* virtually**  is 
engrossed  in  the  copy  of  the  despatch  sent  to  your  excellency,  it  is  well;  if 
not,  it  should  be  substittHted ;  because  the  Executive  of  the  United  States 
never  claimed,  and  has  never  attempted  to  exercise,  the  power  of  manumitting 
slaves,  except  where  their  masters  were  in  open  insurrection,  and  their  property 
thereby  had,  under  the  law  and  the  Constitution,  become  forfeited  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States. 

The  slave  population  of  the  United  States,  by  the  census  of  1860,  was 
3,953,760;  ana  in  round  numbers  may  be  put  down  bX/out  millions.  The 
circular  from  the  State  Department,  herewith,  enclosed,  communicates  the 
pleasing  intelligence,  that  by  the  proclamation  of  the  1st  of  January,  1863, 
"ttie  number  of  slaves  thus  restored  to  freedom  is  about  three  and  one-half 
millions,"  or  seven-eighths  of  the  whole  number.  And  thus,  that  proclamation^ 
"virtually"  gives  freedom  to  all;  because  the  moral  effect  of  thus  confiscating^'^ 
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and,  as  a  ^ar  measare,  emancipating  stven-^eighths  of  our  slave  popnladon, 
secnres  the  freedom  of  the  remaining  one-eighth  hj  porcbaae  horn  thdr  ownen. 

1  have,  also,  the  honor  to  enclose  a  circular  from  the  Postmaster  General  of 
ilie  United  States,  naming  the  2d  Monday  in  May  next  as  a  convenient  day  for 
the  meeting  at  Paris  of  the  International  Postal  Convention,  and  I  am  in- 
structed to  invite  the  special  attention  of  the  Brazilian  government  to  this 
interesting  subject 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  your  excd- 
lency  his  aentiments  of  respect  and  most  distinguished  consideration. 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 

His  Excellency  the  Marquis  d'Abrantbs, 

Councillor  to  his  Imperial  Majesty,  ^.,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Webb  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

LfiOATioif  OP  THE  United  States, 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  May  7,  1863. 
Sir  :  The  English  steamer  brought  me  despatches  from  our  consul  at  Pe^ 
iMunbuco,  copies  of  which  I  enclose,  marked  1  and  2.    These  came  to  hand  bj 
the  second  ddivery  on  Monday  evening. 

Before  letiring  to  rest,  I  addressed  to  the  Marquis  d'Abrantes  'the  despatch 

marked  No.  3;  and  after  it  had  been  copied,  on  Tuesday  morning,  I  took  it  in 

person  to  the  foreign  office.    I  saw  the  under  secretary,  who  informed  me  that 

the  president  of  Pemambuco  had  reported  to  the  government  the  proceedings  of 

the  Alabama  at  Feniando  de  Noronha,  and  that  I  would  probably  find  die 

Marquis  at  the  chamber  of  deputies.    I  accordingly  drove  to  the  chamber, 

where,  after  great  delay,  I  ascertained  that  he  had  gone  to  his  residence  on 

Botofoga  bay,  some  four  miles  distant,  complaining  of  indisposition. 

•  ♦  •  •  •••••  • 

We  met  at  four  o'clock,  and  after  listening  to  my  representations,  in  Ae 
course  of  which  I  pointed  out  the  ammus  of  the  English  consul,  in  fumiahing 
our  consul  widi  a  copy  of  his  report  from  the  officers  of  the  Oneida,  which  was 
calculated  to  excite  ill  blood  between  the  United  States  and  Brazil,  he  heartilj 
expressed  his  regret  at  what  had  occurred,  and  his  determination  to  hare 
written  me  a  note  in  anticipation  of  receiving  one  from  me;  in  which  note  he 
intended  to  express  the  determination  of  the  government  to  remove  and  othei^ 
wise  punish  the  offiendrog  governor  of  Fernando  de  Noronha.  I  expressed  mj 
satisfaction  at  this;  and  said  I  had  reftised  to  comply  with  the  request  of  die 
under  secretary  to  leave  die  despatch  at  the  foreign  office,  because  I  anticipated 
the  willingness  of  the  government  to  act  without  prompting,  in  which  case  I 
could  abstain  from  giving  him  the  despatch,  and,  therefore,  had  opened  it  myseIC 
and  obtained  his  consent  to  read  it  to  him  in  advance,  in  order  that  1  midil 
wididiaw  it  in  case  he  was  prepared  to  take  the  initiative;  and  I,  according/, 
offered  to  retain  my  despatcn  and  assume  that  I  had  not  written  it  He  saM 
<'No;  your  despatch  makes  no  claim  at  present,  but  leaves  the  whole  questioii 
to  the  justice  of  Brazil;  a  compliment  which  we  a^reciate,  and  I  will  lay  it 
before  his  Miyesty  the  Efiperor.'' 

I  then  inform^  him  that  it  was  my  intention  to  have  returned  to  P^ropofis 
on  that  day.  And  as  -  it  was  not  possible  to  return  until  I  had  receivea  an 
official  communication  from  him  on  this  subject,  and  forwarded  it  to  yoa,  I 
indulged  the  hope  that  he  would  give  me  his  reply  to  my^dc^^atdh^  his  ewieet 
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convenience.  He  assured  me  it  shonld  be  in  mr  possession  last  evening.  It 
fidled  to  arrive,  however,  and  at  9  o'clock  this  (Thursday)  morning  I  was  again 
at  his  house  on  Botofoga  baj,  determined  to  have  an  interview  with  him  before 
he  went  to  his  office  or  the  senate,  or  chamber  of  deputies,  where  he  is  in 
attendance  dailv,  there  being  a  kind  of  ministerial  crisis  pending,  and  it  being 
the  right  and  duty  of  ministers  to  speak  in  both  houses  in  defence  of  their 
measures. 

He  laughed  at  my  pertinacity  in  persisting  in  having  his  reply  in  possession 
at  once,  and  promised  it  for  this  evening. 

It  was  whispered  to  me  that  a  BraziUan  coasting  steamer  arrived  last  evening 
from  Pemambuco,  with  two  days'  later  news,  which  was  the  cause  of  my  not 
getting  a  despatch  last  night  I  know  not  how  ^lis  may  affect  the  question ; 
but  if  the  facts  on  investigation  turn  out  as  represented,  I  have  not  a  doubt  in 
regard  to  the  action  of  the  imperial  government. 

Thursday,  4  oWock  p.  m. 

1  received  the  promised  despatch  af  1.35  p.  m.,  instead  of  11  a.  m.,  and  imme- 
diately came  to  the  city  and  had  it  translated  by  the  consul's  clerk,  and  enclose 
it  herewith,  marked  No.  4.  You  will  perceive  it  covers  the  whole  ground,  and 
that  the  officer  in  command  has  been  removed,  in  consequence  of  an  investigation 
into  the  affiur,  made  by  the  president  of  the  province  of  Pemambuco.  It  is 
only  just  to  the  imperial  government  to  bear  in  mind,  that  previous  to  any  such 
formal  investigation,  and  upon  the  mere  prima  facie  aspect  of  the  case,  and 
general  rumor,  the  commandant's  removal  was  determined  upon  and  reported 
to  me. 

I  shall,  of  course,  address  a  letter  to  the  government  immediately  on  my 
return  to  Petropolis,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  Marquis  d'Abrantes's 
despatch,  and  thanking  him  for  the  promptness  which  the  imperial  government 
has  exhibited  in  punishing  one  of  its  officials  for  his  neglect  of  duty,  and  I 
hope  in  due  time  to  receive  from  you  a  despatch  on  this  subject,  to  be  sent  to 
the  foreign  office. 

I  hav^the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  States  Washington^  ifc. 


No.  1. 
'^  Mr,  AdatMcm  to  Mr.  WOb. 

Unitid  Statb  Cossulatb, 

PemambueOf  April  27,  1863. 

8m:  I  am  under  the  very  painfal  necessity  of  annoDndng  to  you  the  destraction,  by  the 
pirate  Alabama,  of  six  American  Teasels. 

The  very  short  time  between  this  and  the  sailing  of  the  Sn^^iA  mall  packet  will  provent 
me  from  giving  yon  the  full  ptoticolars.  I  can  only  say  now,  that  the  Bnudlian  schooner 
8ei*glpano  arrived  here  yestenlay  from  the  island  of  Femando  de  Norooha,  with  sixty-one 
persons  on  boaid  as  passengers,  being  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  schooner  Kingfisher,  of 
Esirhaven,  ship  Noca,  of  Boston,  ship  Chadei  Hill,  of  Boston,  and  ship  Louisa  Hatoh,  of 
Boddand,  Maine.    The  crews  of  these  vessels  aie  under  my  proiectioo* 

The  schooner  Kingfisher  was  a  whaling  vessel  of  121  tons  burden.  She  was  captured 
by  ti^e  Alabama  on  the  SSd  of  March  off  Fernando  de  Noronha. 

The  ship  Nora  was  0i4[>tnred  on  the  26th  of  March,  latitude  1^  23'  north,  longitude  26^ 
Sir  west. 

The  ship  Charles  Hill  was  captured -ft  the  same  time  aad  place. 

The  Louisa  Halch  was  talten  on  the  4th  of  April,  latilnde  3^  13'  south,  longitude  26<> 
18'  west.    The  first  vessel  had  about  thirty  barrels  of  oil  on  board.      ^,y,_^^  ^^  ^jOOQIc 
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The  Becond  was  from  Llrerpool,  bound  to  Calcutta,  with  1,620  tons  salt. 

The  third  was  from  Liverpool  for  MonteTideo,  with  999  tons  salt ;  and  the  fourth  vis 
from  Cardiff,  bound  for  Point  de  Galle,  Ceylon,  laden  with  1,033  tons  of  coals  for  the  P.  k 
0.  &  Co.  • 

The  pirate  stripped  the  vessels  of  their  sqiall  stores,  chronometen,  ftc,  took  til  the 
money  from  the  captain,  about  280  tons  d  coal  from  the  Louisa  Hatch,  and  then  bmned 
the  vessels. 

From  the  10th  to  the  16th  of  April  the  Alabama  was  in  the  port  of  the  island  of  Fer- 
nando de  Noronha ;  during  this  time,  viz.,  on  the  15th  of  April,  the  Alabama  captured  !q 
Brazilian  waters  two  other  American  vessels,  viz  ,  the  brig  Kate  Coming,  of  Westport,  and 
the  Lafayette,  of  New  Bedford.  These  vessels  were  touching  for  supplies.  The  Alabama 
went  out  and  seized  them  within  two  miles  of  the  shore.  The  pirate  set  fire  to  and  de- 
stroyed  the  Lafayette  immediately.  He  towed  the  Kate  Coming  to  the  anchorage,  whidt 
constitutes  the  only  harbor  of  the  island,  and,  about  four  days  after,  took  her  out  in  com- 
pany with  the  Louisa  Hatch  and  9umed  both,  and  this  within  two  miles  of  the  shore. 

Comment  is  quite  unnecessary.  It  is  impossible  to  say  what  complications  may  arise 
from  these  circumstances,  and  I  would,  therefore,  be  happy  to  receive  any  advice  you  maj 
have  to  offer. 

I  remain,  with  the  highest  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

•  THOMAS  ADAMSOK,  Jb.,  Omad, 

Jamb  Watson  Wibb,  Esq.,  Sfe.,  8fc.,  fye. 


PeKNAKBUoo,  AprU  27,  1863. 

The  Alabama. — We  have  just  had  news  of  this  famous  privateer  by  a  vessel  from  Fer- 
nando de  Noronha;  off  this  coast.  She  has  captured  and  burned  the  following  fed^ 
ships:  Kingfisher,  Thomas  E.  Lambert,  on  23d  March  ;  ship  Charles  Hill,  Perdval,  on  26th 
March ;  ship  Nora,  C.  E.  Adams,  on  the  same  day ;  ship  Lewis  Hatch,  Wm.  Grant.  Hiis 
last  ship  was  proceeding  from  Cardiff  to  Point  Galle,  coniigned  to  a  French  company  with 
coals.    The  brlgantine  Kate  and  the  Lafayette  were  taken  on  the  17th. 

It  seems  that'the  captain  (Semmes)  and  the  govemor  of  Fernando  were  mutually  poKts- 
exchanging  visits,  and  driving  out  together.  The  captain  bought  everything  of  which  be 
stood  in  need,  and  landed  his  prisoners.  The  Kate  and  the  La&yette  were  taksa  on  the 
17th,  close  to  the  island.  The  masters  of  these  vessels,  suspecting  nothing,  had  taLen 
their  boats  ashore  to  water,  and  from  the  shore  witnessed  the  burning  of  their  ships. 
They  say  that  the  governor  protested  against  this  act  being  committed  in  Brazilian  wateif. 

Sixty-two  prisoners  have  been  landed  here,  (Pemambuco,)  and  forty-four  were  lemaioing 
on  the  island.    Eleven  Englishmen  had  entered  for  the  privateer.  , 

The  foremost  men  of  the  captured  vessels  wire  put  In  irons  whilst  on  board  the  pri?ateer, 
and  lost  whatever  money  they  may  have  had,  but  were  allowed  to  retain  all  articles  of  ise, 
as  watches,  rings,  &c.  The  masters  were  allowed  to  give  their  parole,  but,  in  reference  to 
property,  fared  in  the  same  way  as  th^  rest  of  the  crews. 


No.  2. 
Mr.  ThmoM  F,  yfUson  to  Mr,  Webb. 

CONSULATI  or  THB  TTkITKD  StATM, 

BaJm,  JprU  29,  18(3. 
Sir  :  I  have  .this  moment  learned  that  the  pirate  Alabama  is  off  the  coast  of  Bnuol,  noitii 
of  Pemambuco,  destroying  American  merchantmen. 

Through  the  politeness  of  the  British  consul,  of  this  city,  I  have  been  allowed  to  oopy 
the  report  furnished  him  by  the  officers  of  the  British  mail  steamer  firam  Sonthamptna. 
which  I  herewith  enclose  you  for  your  information.  You  will,  perhaps,  have  been  fursiihed 
by  our  consul  at  Pemambuco  with  the  particulars  of  these  recent  exploits ;  but  fearing  that 
by  some  accident  you  may  not  have  received  such  information,  I  lay  before  you  all  I  have 
on  the  subject. 

In  haste,  yours,  most  respectfully, 

THOMAS  F.  WILSOK. 
J.  Watson  Webb,  Esq. 
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No.  3. 

Mr.  Wehh  to  the  Marquis  d^Ahrantes, 

[Extract.] 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 
Hotel  doe  Estrangeiros,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  May  4,  1863. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinaiy  and  minister  plenipotentiary  for  the 
United  States,  has  the 'honor  to  inform  his  excellency,  the  Marquis  d'Ahrantes, 
counsellor  to  his  Imperial  Mijesty  the  Emperor  of  Brazil,  minister  and  secretary 
of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  that  he  has,  this  evening,  received  from  the  consul  of 
the  United  States  at  Pemambuco  a  despatch  dated  April  27,  from  which  the 
following  are  extracts : 

'^  I  am  under  the  painful  necessity  of  announcing  to  you  the  destruction  by 
the  pirate  Alabama  of  six  American  vessels.  The  very  short  time  between  this 
and  the  sailing  of  the  English  mail-  packet  will  prevent  my  giving  you  the  full 
particulars.  I  can  onlv  say  now  that  the  Brazilian  schooner  Sergipano  arrived 
here  yesterday  from  the  island  of  Fernando  de  Noronha,  with  61  persons  on 
board  as  passengers,  being  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  schooner  Kingfisher,  of 
Fairhaven,  ship  Nora,  of  Boston,  ship  Charles  Hill,  of  Boston,  and  ship  Louisa 
Hatch,  of  Bockland,  Maine." 

"From  the  10th  to  the  16th  of  April  the  Alabama  was  in  the  port  of  the 
island  of  Fernando  de  Noronha,  during  which  time,  viz.,  on  the  15th, of  April, 
the  pirate  captured  in  Brazilian  waters  two  other  American  vessels,  viz.,  the 
brig  Kate  Coming,  of  Westport,  and  the  Lafavette,  of  New  Bedford.  These 
vessels  were  touching  at  Fernando  de  Noronha  for  supplies.  The  Alabama 
went  out  and  seized  them  within  two  miles  of  the  shore.  The  pirate  set  fire  to 
and  destroyed  the  Lafayette  immediately.  He  towed  the  Kate  Corning  to  the 
anchorage,  which  constitutes  the  only  harbor  to  the  island,  and,  a  few  days 
after,  took  her  out  in  company  with  the  Louisa  and  burned  both,  and  this  witlun 
two  miles  of  the  shore." 

The  United  States  consul  at  Bahia,  under  date  of  29th  of  April,  writes  the 
undersigned  as  follows : 

**'  I  have  this  moment  learned  that  the  pirate  Alabama  is  off  the  coast  of 
Brazil,  north  of  Pemambuco,  destroying  American  merchantmen.  Through  the 
politeness  of  the  British  consul  at  this  port,  I  have  been  allowed  to  copy  the 
report  fomished  him  by  the  officers  of  the  British  mail  steamer  from  Southamp- 
ton, which  1  herewith  enclose  for  your  information." 

The  report  alluded  to,  after  confirming  the  capture  and  burning  of  the 
American  ships  bv  the  English  piratical  vessel  called  the  Alabama,  which  was 
built  in  an  Englisn  port,  with  English  capital,  manned  and  armed  bv  English- 
men, and  without  ever  having  been  in  American  waters,  either  north  or  south, 
is  now  prowling  about  the  ocean  and  preying  upon  the  unprotected  commerce  of 
a  neutral  and  friendly  nation,  proceeds  to  say : 

"  It  seems  that  the  captain  (Semmes)  and  the  governor  of  Fernando  de  No-    . 
ronha  were  mutually  polite,  exchanging  visits,  and  riding  and  driving  out 
together.    The  captain  bought  everytmng  of  which  he  stood  in  need,  and  l^ded 
his  prisoners." 

'*  The  Kate  Coming  and  Lafayette  were  taken  on  the  17th,  close  to  the  island. 
The  masters  of  these  vessels,  suspecting  nothing,  had  taken  their  boats  ashore 
to  water,  and  from  the  shore  witnessed  the  burning  of  their  ships." 

"  Sixty-two  prisoners  have  been  landed  here,  (Pemambuco,)  and  forty-four 
were  remaining  on  the  island.    Eleven  Englishmen  had  entered  for  the  piiva- 
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The  undersigned  presumes  that  the  gOTemment  of  Brazil  has  been  officiaSj 
apprized  of  th^  outrage  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  in  the  waters  of 
Brazil,  by  the  English  pir^eal  vessel  called  the  Alabama,  an  outrage  perpe- 
trated, in  fact,  within  one  of  its  harbors,  as  two  of  the  vessels  destroyed  wen 
actually  at  anchor  in  what  constitutes  the  harbor  of  Fernando  de  Noronha ;  and 
it  would  appear  from  the  information  furnished,  that  the  governor  of  that  islsnd 
gave  countenance  and  support  to  the  pirate.  He  therefore  prefers  relying  upon 
the  justice  of  BrazQ  for  prompt  redress  in  the  premises,  to  indulging  in  any 
comments  upon  this  reported  outrage  on  American  comn^erce,  accompanied  by  a 
violation  o^  mtemational  law ;  and  contents  himself,  for  the  moment,  by  calling 
the  attention  of  your  excellency  to  the  gross  breach  of  neutrality,  said  to  have 
been  perpetrated,  by  a  high  official  of  the  imperial  government 

In  the  hope  that  your  excellency  will  favor  the  undersigned  with  a  reply  to 
this  communication  in  time  to  allow  him  to  transmit  it  to  his  government  by  the 
steamer  of  the  9th  instant,  he  hastens  to  avail  himself  of  the  present  occasion  to 
renew  to  vour  excellency  the  assurance  of  his  great  personal  respect  and  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

J,  WATSON  WEBR 

]^  Excellency  the  Marquis  d'Abrantbs,  8fc.,  8fc. 


No.  4. 
The  Marquis  (PAhrantes  to  Mr.  Wehh. 

Ministry  op  Forbion  Affairs, 

Rio  de  Janeiro^  May  7,  1863. 

By  official  communication  from  the  president  of  the  province  of  Pemaai- 
buco,  the  imperial  government  has  been  informed  that  on  the  10th  day  of 
last  month  the  erteamer  Alabama,  belonging  to  the  Confederate  States  of 
America^  came  to  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  island  Bata^  near  the  island  <rf 
Fernando  de  Noronha. 

A  few  days  after,  said  steamer  captured  six  whale  ships  of  the  Federal 
States,  and  burnt  two  of  them,  after  having  taken  possession  of  their  cargoes. 
The  crews  of  these  vessels  were  taken  to  Recife,  capital  of  the  province, 
by  a  Braadlian'vessel. 

The  president,  being  apprized  of  these  facts,  ordered  immediately  an  in- 
quiry, all  the  persons  composing  the  crews  of  the  aforesaid  vessels  being 
interrelated.  The  United  States  consul,  also,  made  the  investigations  tk$t 
he  thought  necessary. 

From  these  inquiries  and  investigations  it  is  evident  that  the  captain  of 
the  Alabama  went  several  times  to  the  iriand  of  Fernando  de  NorodM» 
aocompanied  by  some  of  his  men ;  that  he  communicated  with  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  island;  and  he  went  ashore  several  times,  in-order  to 
supply  the  steamer  with  the  artides  needed,  and  to  land  the  crews  of  die 
captured  vessels. 

It  is  also  evident  that  the  capture  and  burning  of  the  vessels  took  place 
in  the  territorial  waters  of  the  empire;  and,  finally,  that  the  commander  ol 
the  island  neglected  the  duties  of  his  position,  as  he  did  not  even  protest 
against  the  proceedings  of  the  captain  of  the  Alabama. 

In  these  circumstances,  the  president  of  the  province,  after  having  con- 
ferred with  the  United  States  consul,  dismissed  the  aforesaid  commander, 
and  ordered  proceedings  to  be  commenced  against  him. 

In  this  emergency,  as  there  was  no  mecms  at  Pemambuco  of  stopping  tfte 
proceedings  of  the  captain  (tf  the  Alabama,  the  president  immediate^  so- 
licited from  the  imperial  government  the  convenient  measures,  and  jnth 
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tested  sdeinnly  against  the  proceedings  of  the  said  captain,  ordering  him 
to  leave  the  territorial  waters  of  the  empire  within  twenty-four  hours. 

The  government  of  his  Majesty  has  approved  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
president  of  the  province  of  Pernambuco  in  this  emergency,  and  has  taken 
the  necessary  measures  to  repress  the  outrages  of  the  captain  of  the  Ala- 
bama, in  order  that  the  neutrality  which  this  empire  ought  to  observe,  in 
this  war,  may  be  religiously  maintained.  Apprising  Mr.  James  Watson 
Webb,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  facts  already  stated,  I  flatter  myself  of  having  anticipated 
the  desire  that  he  undoubtedly  had  of  being  minutely  informed  of  this  oc- 
currence; and  I  also  congratulate  myself  that  Mr.  Webb  will  recognize  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  imperial  government  the  exact  observance  of  those 
principles  of  neutrality  to  which  I  have  already  referred. 

I  reiterate  to  Mr.  James  Watson  Webb  the  assurance  of  my  high  consid- 
eration. 

MARQUIS  PABRANTES. 

J.  Watson  Webb,  Esq. 


Mr.  Webb  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[Extracts.] 


No.  47.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  May  23, 1863. 

Sir:  The  European  and  American  mail,  by  the  French  steam  packet 
Guienne,  reached  me  on  Tuesday  evening,  the  I9th,  at  7  o'clock,  and  brought 
full  reports  from  our  consuls  at  Bahia  and  Pernambuco  of  the  doings  of  the 
pirates  Alabama,  Florida,  and  Georgia;  on  this  coast.  By  their  reports,  copies 
of  which  they  forwarded  to  the  Department  of  State,  I  was  informed  that  the 
Alabama  and  Georgia  were  lying  in  the  harbor  of  Bahia,  and  receiving  the 
hospitalities  of  those  ports ;  while  the  Florida  was  in  Pernambuco  refittuig  and 
repairing  her  engine,  to  enable  her  to  renew  her  depredations  upon  American 
commerce.  They  also  reported  that  they  now  had  on  hand  about  250  of  crews 
and  passengers  of  the  American  vessels  captured  and  destroyed  by  the  pirates; 
and  as  the  Taw  makes  no  provision  for  the  support  of  ship-masters  and  passen- 
gers in  foreign  ports,  they  asked  instructions  from  me  in  relation  to  the  course 
to  be  pursued  by  them  now,  and  under  similar  circumstances  hereafter. 

At  6  o'clock  on  the  following  morning  I  was  on  my  way  to  this  city ;  and  at 
11.30  was  in  the  foreign  office,  where  I  learned  that  the  Marquis  d'Abrantes 
was  with  the  Emperor  at  the  palace  of  St.  GhristovaL.  I  called  again  at  3 
p.  m.,  just  as  the  office  was  being  closed,  and  was  informed  that  he  was  still 
at  the  palace,  and  that  when  he  left  there  he  would  go  direct  to  his  residence 
at  Botofoga  bay,  which  is  four  miles  firom  here,  (the  United  States  consulate.) 
I  was  at  his  residence  twice  durine  the  evening,  and  left  word  with  his  private 

secretary  that  I  should  call  at  half  past  eight  on  the  following  morning. 

•  *  «  *  •  «  «  •  • 

I  got  at  work  at  12  m.,  and  at  7.22  p.  m.  placed  in  his  hands  at  Botofoga  my 
despatch  herewith,  marked  No.  1.  Please  bear  in  mind  that  this  was  written, 
copied,  and  delivered  in  person,  four  miles  from  here,  in  my  brief  time,  and 
that  the  necessity  for  accuracy  was  paramount  to  all  other  considerations ;  and 
find  therein  any  apology  necessary  for  deficiency  in  the  manner  of  doing  the 
work. 

This  morning  at  a  quarter  before  nine  I  was  again  with  the  marquis,  when 
he  assured  me  he  was  then  engaged  in  preparing  a  preliminary  despatch,  which 
would  be  satisfactory,  and  which  I  should  have  in  possession  late  this  evening,T 

74  M  -yu-^v.  .,  ^  ^  ^glC 
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or  early  to-morrow,  Sunday — ^tlie  steamer  not  sailiog  until  Monday.  Tliis  will 
give  me  time  to  finish  this  despatch. 

Oar  consuls  at  Bahia  and  Pemambnco  having  exhibited  great  energy  and 
judgment  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  in  the  embarrassing  position  in  which 
they  were  placed,  I  addressed  to  them  each  an  official  letter,  in  reply  to  thdr 
communications,  a  copy  of  which,  marked  2,  is  enclosed.  All  the  prisoners, 
both  male  and  female,  were  robbed  by  the  pirates,  our  consul  to  Cherpoo  being 
the  only  one  who  saved  a  few  dollars  by  throwing  them  into  his  boots.  Pas- 
sengers and  masters  are  alike  destitute ;  and  beine  rendered  so  while  under  our 
flag,  I  think  I  cannot  be  wrong  in  having  directed  the  consuls  to  care  for  them* 
precisely  as  if  the  law  embraced  their  case. 

The  j^mte Jleet — for  such  it  has  become — now  consists  of  six  vessels;  and 
will  very  shortly  consist  of  ^fty,  if  the  pirates  can  manage  to  possess  them- 
selves of  the  necessary  guns  to  arm  their  prizes.  How  far  they  succeeded  in 
Bahia  and  Pemambuco  I  cannot  say;  but  we  know  that  the  Alabama  had 

armed  the  ships  Lapwing  and ,  and  the  Florida  had  armed  the  Clarence, 

from  this  port  to  Baltimore.  There  is  no  difficulty  about  getting  crews,  as  the 
foreigners  on  board  our  vessels  promptly  volunteered  to  serve  on  board  the 
pirates ;  one  of  the  conditions  being,  as  Semmes  admitted  to  the  ladies  landed 
in  Bahia,  who  sought  to  recover  certain  family  relics,  that  his  men  may  plunder 
and  pillage  all  crews  and  passengers  captured,  but  must  abstain  from  rape 
and  murder/  Thus  these  steamers  are  not  only  pirates  themselves,  but  they 
assume  the  right  of  converting  all  their  prizes  into  pirates.  What  commooe 
can  exist  under  such  proceedings,  and  who  is  it  that  reaps  the  reward  ? 

I  enclose  herewith,  marked  No.  3,  a  letter  from  an  intelligent  Grerman 
gentleman,  who  came  passenger  in  the  Guienne,  and  saw  the  Mohican  at  St 
Vincent,  and  the  Florida,  Alabama,  and  Georgia  at  Pemambuco  and  Bahia, 
by  which  it  appears  that  the  Alabama  claims  to  have  captured  49  vessels 
besideB  the  Hatteras,  the  Florida  10,  and  the  Georgia  2 — sixly-one  in  all. 
Semmes,  however,  is  said  to  claim  that  the  Alabama  alone  has  destroyed  64 
Tessels  ;  and  the  possession  of  nearly  200  chronometers,  which  he  displays 
in  his  cabin,  would  appear  to  sustain  the  claim  ;  and  as  our  unprotected 
commerce  is  just  as  much  in  danger  from  her  armed  prizes,  with  one  guD,  as 
from  the  steamers,  and  as  he  avows  his  purpose  to  convert  every  fast-sail- 
ing prize  into  an  armed  pirate,  and  is  actually  doing  so,  the  destruction  of 
the  fleet,  wherever  met  with,  appears  to  be  a  duty  which  overrides  all  con- 
siderations of  comity  between  nations,  and  respect  for  neutral  waters. 

Semmes  says  he  is  bound  for  the  Pacific^  from  which  I  infer  that  he  is 
going  round  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  into  the  China  seas  ;  while,  proba- 
bly, the  Florida  and  Georgia  will  go  into  the  Pacific,  all  of  them  first  cruis- 
ing near  St.  Helena  in  the  track  of  our  homeward-bound  Indiamen. 

Sunday,  May  24,  1863. 

Hotel  d^Elrangers,  6  p.  m. 
I  have  just  received  from  the  Marquis  d'Abrantes  a  reply  to  my  despatch, 
which  I  enclose  herewith,  marked  No.  4.  It  is  full  of  the  most  friendly  pro- 
fessions and  assurances,  and  I  doubt  not  it  will,  in  due  time,  be  followed  by 
one  disclaiming  the  acts  of  the  governors  of  Pemambuco  and  Bahia,  and 
condemning  their  conduct.  The  governor  of  Pemambuco  is  an  Albuquerque^ 
and  belongs  to  the  most  powerful  and  influential  family  in  northern  Brazil 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Seward,  Digitized ., ^  .  .^ 

Secretary  Of  Stale.  ^ 
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No.  1. 

Mr,  Webb  to  the  Marquis  (TAbrantes, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Bio  de  Janeiro,  May  21,  1868. 
The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  from 
the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to  call  the  attention  of  his  excellency  the 
Marquis  d'Abrantes,  councillor  to  his  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor,  minis- 
ter and  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  to  a  gross  breach  of  neutrality, 
perpetrated,  and  now  being  perpetrated,  on  the  part  of  the  representatives 
of  his  Majesty's  government,  at  the  ports  of  Pernambuco  and  Bahia. 

When  the  French  steamer  Guienne  left  these  ports  the  pirate  Florida 
was  lying  in  Pernambuco,  receiving  the  hospitalities  of  that  port,  coaling 
and  taking  on  board  provisions,  and  undergoing  the  necessary  repairs  to 
enable  her  to  continue  her  cruise.  And  what  was  the  openly  avowed  pur- 
pose of  such  cruise  ?  The  destruction  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
a  friendly  nation,  and  one  with  whom  Brazil  has  close  and  most  amicable 
relations.  Did  there  exist  any  doubt  of  the  character  of  the  Florida?  Most 
assuredly  not  She  was  known  to  the  governor  of  Pernambuco  as  being  the 
consort  of  the  Alabama,  and  bearing  the  same  piratical  flag  ;  and  the  Ala- 
bama had  been  declared  by  the  governor  to  be  a  corsair,  which  had  violated 
the  sovereignty  and  neutrality  of  Brazil  by  outrages  upon  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States  in  Brazilian  waters;  and,  therefore,  ordered  to  leave  a 
port  in  the  island  of  Fernando  Noronha.  And  yet,  with  the  knowledge  of 
the  piratical  character  of  the  Florida  and  her  flag,  and  in  defiance  of  the 
protest  of  the  consul  of  the  United  States,  the  governor,  in  an  oflBcial  com- 
munication addressed  to  the  pirate  on  the  8th  of  May,  conceded  to  him  the 
right  to  remain  in  port  twenty-four  hours  to  land  prisoners,  to  supply  him- 
self with  such  coals  and  provisions,  and  to  make  such  repairs,  as  were  neces- 
sary to  enable  him  to  continue  his  cruise  against  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States. 

On  that  day  the  Florida,  under  such  Authority  from  the  governor,  did 
land  the  oflScers.  crew,  and  passengers  of  the  United  States  brig  Clarence, 
from  the  port  of  Rio  Janeiro  to  Baltimore,  in  the  United  States,  captured  by 
the  pirate  two  days  previously,  as  known  to  the  governor  ;  and,  on  the  same 
day,  made  application  to  the  governor  for  permission  to  remain  in  port  four 
days  instead  of  twenty-four  hours.  In  reply,  the  governor,  in  a  communica- 
tion  to  the  pirate,  now  before  the  undersigned,  dated  the  9th  of  May, 
informed  the  applicant  that,  inasmuch  as  he  represents  to  him  that  a  com- 
pliance with  his  order  to  leave  in  twenty-four  hours  will  compel  him  to  do 
so  in  a  distressed  condition,  because  the  repairs  to  his  engine,  necessary  to 
his  safety,  cannot  be  con>pleted  in  that  time,  and  would  be  illiberal  and 
inhuman,  and  expose  him  to  danger,  and  Brazil  to  the  consequences;  and  inas- 
much as  he,  the  governor,  does  not  wish  to  be  inhuman  or  illiberal,  or 
endanger  the  safety  of  the  pirate,  or  to  lessen  his  means  of  defence,  or  expose 
him  to  imminent  risks,  therefore,  believing  the  representation  to  have  been 
made  in  good  faith,  and  that  he  cannot  in  safety  continue  his  cruise  (against 
American  commerce  bound  to  Brazil)  unless  given  time  to  repair  his  engine, 
the  said  governor,  representing  the  sovereignty  of  Brazil,  and  recognizing 
the  traitora  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States  as  belligerents,  does 
accord  to  the  commander  of  the  pirate  bearing  their  flag  all  the  time  he  asks 
for  repairs,  and  privilege  of  taking  in  such  coals  and  provisions  as  may 
place  him  in  a  condition  to  continue  his  depredations  upon  the  commerce  of 
a  friendly  power.  A  grosser  breach  of  neutrality  has  never  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  undersigned.  x  .gitizedbyGoOglc 
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There  is  no  differeDce  in  the  eye  of  the  international  law  between  taking  a 
part  or  the  whole  of  a  prize  into  a  neatral  port;  and  although  the  Florida 
did  not  bring  the  Clarence  into  Pernamboco,  having  fitted  her  out  as  a  pri- 
yateer,  yet  the  fact  of  bringing  in  her  officers,  crew,  and  passengers,  and  the 
^oods  of  which  they  had  robbed  her  and  those  on  board,  was,  to  all  legal 
intents  and  purposes,  the  same  as  bringing  in  the  captured  vessel  or  t«i- 
«els,  some  of  which  she  had  burned,  and  one,  at  least,  armed  as  a  privateer. 
And  the  goods  so  pillaged  and  robbed  from  the  United  States  vessels  were 
openly  sold  and  peddled  in  the  streets  of  Pernarabuco:  articles  known  to 
be  worth  or  to  have  cost  from  four  to  six  hundred  milreis  selling,  as  the 
Undersigned  is  assured,  for  fifteen  milreis.  And  thus  Pemambuco  becoming, 
as  was  justly  remarked  by  a  permanent  merchant  of  that  place,  not  an 
American,  "  a  mart  for  the  sale  of  goods  taken  by  pirates  o;it  of  American 
vessels  almost  within  sight  of  the  port;  and  the  pirate  captors  at  that  moment 
lying  in  the  harbor,  and  receiving  the  protection  and  hospitality  of  the  port 
of  Pernambuco,  with  the  full  sanction  of  the  government  of  the  province, 
who  is  the  immediate  representative  of  his  Imperial  Majesty." 

The  undersigned  doubts  not  but  that  all  the  facts  of  the  case  have  been 
officially  reported  to  the  government  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor; 
and  also  that  it  is  known  to  your  excellency  that  both  the  pirates  Alabama 
and  Georgia  were  in  the  port  of  Bahia  when  the  steamer  Guienne  sailed 
from  thereon  the  14th  instant.  The  Alabama  arrived  on  the  11th,  and  the 
consul  of  the  United  States,  as  it  was  his  duty  to  do,  not  only  demanded, 
that  as  her  character  was  known,  and  her  outrages  upon  American  com- 
merce in  Brazilian  waters  have  been  proclaimed  and  acted  upon  by  Brazilian 
authorities,  that  all  supplies  should  be  refused  to  her,  but  that  the  ship  itself 
should  be  seized,  and  held  subject  to  the  action  of  the  imperial  ffovernment 
for  its  piracies  within  Brazilian  jurisdiction;  and  for  which  Brazil  would  be 
responsible  were  it  not  that  the  vessel  is  a  pirate,  and  belongs  to  no  recog- 
nized nationality. 

The  undersigned,  knowing  the  character  of  these  corsairs,  was  satisfied 
that  the  government  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  had  done  all  that  it  was  in  its 

Eower  to  do  when  it  removed  the  commandant  of  Fernando  Noronba  from 
is  place,  and  ordered  the  pirate  to  leave  its  waters,  because  the  govern 
ment  has  not  the  means  of  capturing  him.  But  when  the  pirate  entered  the 
port  of  Bahia,  and  placed  himself  in  the  power  of  Brazil,  and  in  a  position 
where  he  could  be  seized,  and  made  responsible  for  his  piracies  upon  Ameri- 
can vessels  within  the  waters  of  Brazil,  it  was  the  bounden  duty  of  the  gov- 
ernor of  Bahia  to  have  seized  the  pirate  until  the  pleasure  of  the  imperial 
government  should  be  known  in  the  premises.  Your  excellency  will  not  for 
a  moment  deny,  that  having,  by  your  official  acts,  and  those  of  the  goverDor 
of  Pernambuco,  recognized  the  fact  that  this  pirate  has  violated  the  waters 
and  outraged  the  sovereignty  of  Brazil,  it  is  your  duty,  when  opportunity 
offers,  to  vindicate  your  violated  sovereignty,  and  By  his  capture,  if  possible, 
remunerate  the  injury  done  to  American  commerce  within  your  waters.  And 
should  the  pirate  come  into  this  port  when  the  ability  of  Brazil  to  capture 
and  detain  him  admits  of  no  question  beyond  all  doubt,  the  neglect  to  do  8^ 
would  be  not  only  an  unfriendly  act  towards  the  United  States,  but  would 
render  Brazil  responsible  for  all  and  every  aggression  which  he  might  com- 
mit on  American  commerce  after  leaving  this  port. 

The  law  officers  of  the  crown  of  England  gravely  decided  that  the  fitting 
out  of  this  pirate  in  the  port  of  Liverpool,  and  the  Florida  and  Georgia 
in  Scotland,  on  a  well-grounded  suspicion  that  they  were  intended  to  prey 
upon  the  commerce  of  a  friendly  nation,  demanded,  for  the  English  govern- 
ment, their  forcible  detention.  An  order  for  the  Alabama's  detention  was 
accordingly  issued,  but  arrived  at  Liverpool  within  one  hour  after  sbe  had 
sailed.  .,,__, ^.^ 
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The  government  of  the  United  States,  therefore,  has  given  notice  to  the 
government  of  England  that  they  will  hold  England  responsible  for  all  the 
injuries  done  to  American  commerce;  and  the  leading  statesmen  of  England, 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Commons,  have  conceded  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  crown  to  have  captured  her  on'  the  bare  suspicion,  apparently  well 
founded;  and  the  law  officers  having  decided  that  a  case  of  justifiable  su&> 
picion  was  made  out,  the  government  neglected  its  duty,  and  cannot  plead^ 
in  bar  of  our  claim,  that  it  failed' in  carrying  out  a  good  intention. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  snbmits  to  your  excellency  whether,  if  the 
fact  be  as  stated,  that  the  mere  suspicion,  well  grounded,  of  the  purposes 
of  this  pirate,  rendered  it  the  duty  of  the  English  government,  according  to 
her  statesmen  and  law  officers,  to  detain  her,  what  is  the  duty  of  Brazil  ? 
The  Alabama's  purposes,  and  the  purposes  of  her  associate  pirates,  sailing 
under  a  flag  not  recognized  by  Brazil  or  any  other  nation,  are  no  longer  sub* 
ject  to  suspicion  only.  They  are  avowedly  and  openly  freebooters  upon 
American  commerce,  without  any  nationality,  and  they  have  practiced  their 
calling  all  along  the  Brazilian  coast,  and,  in  several  instances,  to  the  knowl- 
edge  and  just  indignation  of  Brazil,  within  Brazilian  toaters ;  and  yet  they 
impudently  run  into  Brazilian  ports  for  protection,  and  to  refit,  and  render 
more  certain  their  ability  to  capture,  pillage,  bum,  and  destroy  American  vea- 
Belfl.  At  this  moment— or,  rather,  as  recently  as  the  14th  instant — ^it  is  officially 
reported  to  the  undersigned  that  there  were  no  less  than  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  persons  in  Pemambuco  and  Bahia,  composing  the  officers  and  crews  of 
American  ships  destroyed  by  the  three  pirates  now  in  the  harbor  of  Brazil ;  and 
all  of  them,  captured  individuals,  according  to  law  and  the  decisions  of  the 
undersigned,  are  now  being  supported  at  the  cos^  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  Each  and  all  of  the  three  pirates  have  landed  their  prisoners 
in  Brazilian  ports,  made  proclamation  that  they  were  captured  in  American 
ships,  by  them  destroyed,  and  then  claimed  at  the  hands  of  Brazil  the  right  to 
refit  for  further  plunder  and  depredations  upon  the  unprotected  commerce  of  a 
friendly  nation.  With  the  knowledge  of  Brazil  in  regard  to  the  practices  of 
these  pirates,  would  not  her  responsibility  to  the  United  States,  to  humanity, 
and  the  civilization  of  the  age,  be  far  gieater  than  was  the  responsibility  of 
England  in  not  detaining  them  on  well-grounded  suspicion  only*  Can  there 
be  a  solitary  plea  devised,  not  founded  on  hostility  to  the  United  States  and  a 
desnre  to  see  its  commerce  injured,  which  would  justify  the  government  of  Brazil 
in  permitting  them  to  refit  in  her  ports,  and  supplying  themselves  with  provisions 
and  coal? 

The  Georgia  lands  prisoners  avowedly  taken  from  a  captured  American  shipw 
and  asks  permission  of  the  governor  of  Bahia  to  coal  and  buy  provisions,  and 
the  permission  is  cordially  granted. 

The  Florida  lands  her  prisoners,  officers,  crews,  and  passengers  of  American- 
vessels  captured  and  burned,  and  not  only  asks  and  receives  permission  to  coal- 
and  purchase  provisions,  but,  further,  asks  to  be  allowed  whatever  time  is  neces- 
sary to  repair  her  engine  and  refit  for  her  work  of  destruction ;  and,  in  defiance 
of  the  solemn  and  most  earnest  protest  of  the  consul  of  the  United  States,  this 
privilege  is  accorded  to  her  by  the  governor  of  Pemambuco,  from  a  desire  not 
to  diminish  his  means  of  defence  and  security. 

The  Alabama  goes  into  Bahia,  and  does  not  even  ask  permission  to  remain. 
She  arrived  on  the  11th,  and  was  still  there  when  the  Guienne  sailed,  on. 
the  1 4th.  The  consul  of  the  United  States  protested  against  her  presence,  and 
demanded  that  she  should  be  seized  and  held  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Brazil- 
ian government,  for  having  destroyed  American  property  in  Brazilian  waters, 
for  which  the  government  of  the  United  States  will  hold  Brazil  responsible,  if, 
now  that  the  opportunity  presents,  the  authorities  do  not  vindicate  the  sover-^^ 
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eignty  of  Brazil  and  capture  the  pirate.  The  governor  of  Bahia  sends  to  the 
United  States  consul  tiie  communication  of  the  governor  of  Pemambuco  to  the 
captain  of  the  pirate,  complaining  of  his  piracies,  charging  him  with  a  violation 
of  Brazilian  sovereignty,  and  ordering  him,  in  consequence  of  such  disgraceful 
conduct,  to  leave  the  waters  of  Brazil  within  twenty-four  hours.  The  governor 
of  Bahia 'thus  demonstrates  that  he  knows  the  piratical  character  of  this  v^eel, 
and  is  familiar  with  her  violation  of  the  sovereignty  of  Brazil  by  destroying 
American  vessels  within  the  waters  of  that  empire.  He  knows,  too,  that  the 
imperial  government,  by  its  acts,  had  proclaimed  this  pirate  guilty  of  violations 
of  its  sovereignty,  and  ordered  him  to  leave  their  port  of  Fernando  Noronha ; 
and  yet  he  deliberately  permits  him  to  enter  the  port  of  Bahia,  refuses  to  regard 
the  protest  of  our  consul,  and,  at  the  last  accounts,  had  harbored  him  four  days 
without  pretending  that  his  presence  was  not  acceptable. 

Thus,  at  this  moment,  the  ports  of  Brazil  are  made  harbors  of  refuge  and 
places  of  resort  and  departure  for  three  piratical  vessels,  avowedly  designed 
to  prey  upon  the  commerce  of  the  United  States.  The  waters  of  Brazil  are 
violated  with  impunity  in  this  piratical  work,  and  after  the  imperial  govern- 
ment had  admitted  and  declared  its  indignation  at  such  violation  of  sov- 
ereignty, the  guilty  party  is  received  with  hospitality  and  friendship  by  the 
governor  of  Bahia,  and  instead  of  being  captured  and  imprisoned,  and  his 
vessel  detained,  he  is  feted,  and  supplied  with  the  necessary  provisions  and 
coal  to  enable  him  to  continue  his  depredations  upon  American  commerce. 
The  wharves  and  streets  of  Bahia  and  Pernambuco  have  been,  for  weeks 
past,  swarmed  with  American  sailors  and  passengers  from  merchantmen 
trading  with  Brazil,  which  have  been  captured,  and  the  persons  on  board 
robbed,  by  the  pirates  of  the  Alabama,  Florida,  and  Georgia,  and  they  have 
been  compelled,  in  the  ports  of  a  friendly  nation,  to  witness  their  clothing 
end  jewelry,  and  even  family  relics,  sold  on  the  wharves  and  in  the  streets 
of  Bahia  and  Pernambuco  by  their  piratical  captors,  at  a  tenth  of  their  value, 
while  the  piratical  vessels  and  all  en  board  were  received  and  treated  as 
friends,  and  supplied  with  the  necessary  materials  to  continue  their  nefarious 
practices.  The  scenes  which  history  informs  us  were  rife  in  the  Hth  cen- 
tury, in  the  islands  of  the  West  Indies,  are  now  being  enacted  in  this  the 
19th  century,  in  the  ports  of  Brazil,  and  that  through  no  fault  of  the  impe- 
rial goveinment — which  has  already  done  its  whole  duty  as  rapidly  as  cir^ 
cumstances  have  permitted — but  because  the  governors  of  Pernambuco  and 
Bahia,  in  their  sympathy  with  piracy  and  pirates,  have  neglected  their  doty 
to  Brazil  and  brought  discredit  upon  the  civilization  of  the  age. 

Your  excellency  is  aware  that  the  facts  in  connexion  with  the  presence  of 
these  piratical  vessels  in  the  ports  of  Brazil  are  even  stronger  than  in  this 
hasty  communication  they  are  presented ;  and,  therefore,  the  undersigned 
will  not  for  a  moment  doubt  but  the  imperial  government  will  promptly 
visit  upon  the  offending  governors  the  punishment  they  have  so  richly  mer- 
ited. But  it  appears  to  the  undersigned  that  the  government  of  Brazil  has 
still  another  duty  to  perform,  itself,  to  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
to  humanity,  and  to  the  civilization  of  the  age,  and  that  is,  the  capture  of 
the  Alabama  whenever  she  enters  a  Brazilian  harbor.  That  piratical  vessel 
has  violated  the  sovereignty  of  Brazil  by  destroying  the  vessels  of  a  friendly 
nation  within  the  waters  of  the  empire.  The  government  of  Brazil,  by  its 
acts,  has  proclaimed  this  fact;  and,  most  assuredly,  if,  when  it  has  the  power 
to  do  so,  it  does  not  capture  and  detain  the  offender,  it  makes  itself  a  party 
to  his  acts  and  compels  the  government  of  the  United  States  not  only  to 
look  to  Brazil  for  compensation  for  injuries  done  to  its  commerce  within  its 
waters,  but  also  to  hold  Brazil  responsible  for  permitting  this  pirate  to  pro- 
ceed in  his  depredations  upon  American  commerce. 

The  undersigned  does  not  visit  upon  the  imperi^^,  g^^v^rnp^n^  thQ^con- 
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duct  of  its  governors  towards  the  Florida  and  Georgia,  well  knowing  that 
it  will,  as  heretofore,  do  its  duty  in  the  premises.  But  the  case  of  the  Ala- 
bama is  a  very  different  one.  She  has  violated  the  neutrality  and  outraged 
the  sovereignty  of  Brazil  by  capturing  and  burning  American  vessels  in 
Brazilian  waters;  and  if,  when  Brazil  possess  the  ability,  and  the  opportu- 
nity offers,  she  does  not  take  possession  of  her,  assuredly  the  government 
of  Brazil  assumes  the  responsibility  of  her  acts,  and  the  United  States  will 
be  compelled  to  look  for  redress  to  Brazil,  as  she  did  to  Portugal  in  the  case 
of  the  General  Armstrong.  The  privateer  General  Armstrong  was  destroyed 
by  a  British  man-of-war,  in  1813,  in  a  Portuguese  port.  The  United  States 
persisted  in  its  demand  for  redress  from  Portugal  for  more  than  thirty  years. 
It  was  then  referred  to  a  friendly  power. 

The  undersigned  alludes  to  this  case  to  show  the  right  of  the  United 
States  to  demand  the  capture  of  the  pirate  Alabama  by  Brazil,  if  possible, 
as  a  duty  due  alike  to  itself,  to  the  United  States,  and  to  humanity  and 
civilization.  And  he  takes  this  occasion  to  render  to  your  excellency  his 
cordial  respect  and  confidence,  and  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 

His  Excellency  the  Marquis  d'Abrantes,  ^.,  ^.,  8fc, 


No.  2. 

Mr.  Webb  to  Contidt  at  Bahia  and  at  Pimambuco, 

Lbqation  of  the  Unitbd  States, 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  May  22, 1863. 

Mr  Dbak  Sir  :  Accept  my  warmest  thanks  for  myself,  .and  in  behalf  of  our  country,  for 
the  prompt,  efficient,  and  energetic  manner  in  which  you  have  dischai^ed  your  duty  as 
consul,  under  the  trying  circumstances  to  which  you  have  been  exposed.  Your  conduct 
Dot  only  meets  my  hearty  approval,  but  my  decisive  commendation,  as  it  assuredly  will 
that  of  the  government  at  home. 

I  have  had  various  interviews  with  the  government,  and  last  evening  handed  in  a 
despatch  of  thirty-two  piges,  which  is  to  be  submitted  to  a  special  meeting  of  the  cabinet 
to-day  at  12  o'clock,  and  I  hope  in  a  postscript  to  this  letter  to  give  you  the  result. 

It  does  not  become  me  to  interfere  with  your  instructions,  or  to  decide  upon  the  con- 
struction of  the  law ;  but  when  the  law  is  silent,  as  it  must  of  necessity  be  in  a  case  like 
the  present,  which  could  not  be  anticipated,  somebody  must  assume  the  responsibility  of 
legislating  temporarily  in  the  premises.  The  law  does  not  compel  you  to  support  the  offi- 
cers and  passengers  of  vessels  sunk  at  sea  by  pirates,  but  humanity  and  the  honor  of  our 
country  does.  You  will,  therefore,  in  all  such  cases,  continue  to  do  as  your  own  good 
sense  and  kind  feelings  prompt,  and  consider  this  your  authority  for  so  doing  until  other- 
wise instructed  from  Washington. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WATSON  WEBB, 

,  United  Statet  Oontul, . 


No.  3. 
Mr.  CMberi  to  Mr.  WOb. 

[TraMtation.] 

Rio  DE  Janbibo,  May  21,  1863. 

Mr.  MiRXsrBR:  With  pleasure  I  am  ready  to  give  to  your  excellency  knowledge  of  what 
I  have  observed  of  the  secessionist  privateers  on  my  recent  voyage  from  Bordeaux  to  this 
port  on  board  the  French  packet  Guienne,  agreeably  to  the  request  with  which  your  excel- 
lency has  honored  me. 

In  Europe  I  was  in  an  uncertainty  as  to  where  the  privateer  Alabama  and  the  other  pri- 
vateers were.    Until  we  arrived  at  St.  Vincent  I  learned  nothing  more  of  the  Alabama  or  , 
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of  the  other  privateers.  On  our  entering^  8t.  YlnoeDt,  at  7  o'clock  in  the  monihig  on  the 
5th  day  of  this  month,  we  found  anchored  in  tliat  port  the  North  American  Tetsel-of-war 
Mohican,  and  I  there  gathered  information  that,  in  the  neighboring  waters,  another  ves- 
fie1-of-war  was  cruising,  supposed  to  be  the  Yanderbilt  We  were  informed  at  St.  Vincent 
that,  a  few  days  before  our  arrival,  a  steamer  had  appeared  in  sight  of  the  port,  but  had 
immediately  disappeared.  It  is  supposed  that  this  steamer  must  have  been  a  seceesionlfet 
privateer. 

On  the  12th  day  of  this  month,  at  6  o'clock  in  the  morning,  we  arrived  at  Pemambuoo, 
and,  to  our  general  surprise,  found  quietly  anchored  in  tbat  port,  inside  the  reef,  tlie  pri- 
vateer Florida ;  and  immediately  on  the  port  visit  of  the  o£Scer  of  customs  and  other 
visitors,  we  learned  from  the  authorities  that  the  privateers  Florida  and  Alabama  were 
committing,  in  the  waters  of  Brazil,  acts  of  landing  the  captive  crews  of  numeroos  Ameri- 
can merchant  vessels.  I  learned,  further,  that  the  Alabama  had  been  in  the  golf  of  Fer- 
nando Noronha,  where  she  had  landed  a  large  number  of  the  captive  crews  of  destroyed 
vessels.  I  was  told  by  inhabitants  of  Pernambuco  that  the  governor  of  the  golf  of  Fer- 
nando Noronha  had  received  Captain  Semmes,  the  commander  of  the  privateer  Alabama, 
and  his  crew,  with  much  sympathy ;  that  he  even  offered  him  a  salute,  and  a  rido  on 
horseback.  In  consequence  of  this  the  president  of  Pernambuco  had  dismissed  this  gov- 
ernor ;  but  when  we  arrived  at  Pernambuco  he  was  already  restored  to  his  place,  my  in- 
formants not  being  able  to  explain  the  reason.  The  Florida  arrived  in  the  port  of  Peroam- 
buoo  in  the  moridng  of  the  9th  of  this  month,  and  at  5  o'clock  of  the  afternoon  at  the 
12th  Bhe  sailed,  together  with  us,  the  Quienne  accompanying  us  until  dark,  when  she  took 
her  course  to  the  east.  I  was  told,  by  several  persons  in  Pernambuco,  that  this  privaieer 
only  sailed  from  the  p6rt  in  order  not  to  disobey  the  commacds  of  the  president,  who  bad  ' 
permitted  only  four  days*  stay  in  the  port  for  mining  repairs  to  her  engine,  and  for  supply- 
ing herself  with  coal  and  provisions.  It  was  said,  moreover,  that  she  would  return  after  a 
day  or  two,  and  that  this  was  probable,  because  she  had  purchased  various  articles  that  die 
had  not  received  when  she  sailed ;  among  others,  800  yards  of  cluth,  for  clothing  for  the 
crew.  To  me,  and  many  of  my  fellow-passengers,  the  maintenance  of  strict  neutrality  was 
inexplicable,  in  view  of  what  was  going  on  in  the  gulf  of  Fernando  Noronha  and  at  Per- 
nambuco, especially  when  we  were  informed  at  Pernambuco  that  the  crew  of  the  Florida 
had  sold  the  large  quantity  of  articles  (prize  goods)  which  they  had  plundered  from  the 
destroyed  vessels,  at  prices  which  were  insignificant  in  comparison  with  their  real  valne. 

On  the  14th,  at  4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  we  entered  the  port  of  Bahia,  where  we  were 
surprised  at  the  state  of  the  Alabama  and  Georgia,  which  were  anchored  ''side  by  cdde"  in 
that  port,  these  privateers  having  been  there  for  two  days.  On  the  same  day  (the  14th) 
Commander  Semmes  had  opened  his  vecsel  to  the  curiosity  of  the  public;  two  small 
steamers  were  all  day  (of  the  14th)  from  morning  till  night  engaged  in  carrying  visitors 
from  the  shore  on  boimi  that  cruel  and  atrocious  pirate,  and  back  again.  At  the  least, 
there  were,  on  that  day,  more  than  two  thousand  peraons  on  board  the  Alabama.  I  went 
on  board  the  Alabama  at  noon,  and  more  than  two  hundred  visitors  were  present  at  the 
same  time.  I  remained  on  board  more  than  an  hour,  examining  the  vessel,  her  equipments, 
and  crew,  as  much  as  circumstances  would  permit.  Captain  Semmes  was  not  on  board, 
because  he  had  an  invitation  to  an  entertainment  given  to  him  by  the  Railroad  Company, 
to  which  he  had  gone.  I  had  a  conversation  with  an  officer,  Marfit,  [Maffit,]  the  son  of 
the  commander  of  the  Florida.  He  told  me  that,  in  nine  months'  cruising,  they  had  cap- 
tured, in  all,  49  merchant  vessels,  besides  destroying  the  Hatteras.  (The  Florida  bad,  up 
to  the  12th  of  this  month,  captured  ten  vessels,  and  the  Georgia  two.)  A  German  seaman 
told  me  that  he  and  the  other  seamen  had  each,  in  pay  and  allowances  iu  the  concern, 
£1,800,  which  he  expected  to  be  paid  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war.  An  officer  of  the 
Georgia  told  me  that  the  Georgia  had  been  seen  at  St.  Vincent,  but  went  higher  up  when 
she  discovered  the  Mohican  in  the  port  of  St.  Vincent ;  he  told  me,  moreover,  that  in  her 
cruise  from  Greenock  (in  England)  to  Bahia,  she  had  captured  and  destroyed  two  American 
vessels,  whose  crews  she  landed  at  Bahia. 

We  resumed  our  voyage,  at  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  14th,  for  this  port,  leaving 
the  two  pirates  at  their  anchorage,  where  we  found  them  in  the  morning. 

The  foregoing  is  what  I  have  seen  and  observed,  together  with  information  which  I  was 

able  to  obtain  from  interested  and  dislntei^sted  persons ;  and,  with  much  pleasure,  I  oom- 

municate  it  to  your  excellency,  in  compliance  with  your  request,  and  in  the  hope  of  doing 

gome  good  for  the  cause  of  humanity,  which  is  so  cruelly  offended  by  these  wicked  pirates. 

I  am,  with  high  esteem  and  consideration,  your  excellency's  friend, 

G.  0.  QBEBEBT. 

Ifr.  Webb,  Mumter^  ^.,  Brazil, 
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No.  4. 
The  Marquis  d'Abrantes  to  Mr,  Wthh. 

[TraDslatioD.] 
(Central  Division.) 

No.  — .  Ministry  op  Forbiun  Affairs, 

Rio  de  Janeiro f  May  23,  1863. 

I  hasten  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  the  note  which,  under  date  of 
the  2l8t  instant,  Mr.  James  Watson  Webb,  envoy  extraordinary  and  min- 
ister plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  this  court,  has  done  me  the  honor 
to  address  to  me,  with  a  view  of  calling  ray  attention  to  a  serious  violation 
of  neutrality  which  has  been  perpetrated,  and  is  now  being  perpetrated,  by 
two  representatives  of  the  imperial  government  in  the  ports  of  Pernambuco 
and  Bahia. 

Mr.  Webb,  in  referring  to  the  proceedings  of  the  presidents  of  said  pro- 
vinces towards  the  steamers  of  the  Confederate  States  which  come  into  their 
ports,  accuses  said  presidents,  and  complains  of  their  having  afforded  hospi- 
tality to  those  steamers,  and  of  having  permitted  them  to  make  repairs,  to 
receive  provisions,  and  to  land  merchandise  of  vessels  which  they  had 
captured. 

Mr.  Webb  bases  his  complaints  on  a  series  of  acts,  which  he  enumerates, 
and  which  he  characterizes  as  violative  of  the  neutrality  which  the  govern- 
ment of  bis  Majesty  the  Emperor  imposes  on  itself,  in  the  deplorable  content 
of  the  American  Union. 

The  affair  in  question  is  undoubtedly  grave  and  important,  and  the  imperial 
government  gives  to  the  authorized  language  of  Mr.  Webb  all  the  consid- 
eration which  is  due  to  it. 

But  for  this  very  reason — and  Mr.  Webb  will  certainly  acknowledge  it — the 
imperial  cabinet  is  under  the  unavoidable  neceasity  of  pr(^ceedin^  in  such 
a  delicate  matter  with  the  greatest  discretion  and  prudence,  in  order  to  ob- 
serve religiously  the  position  which  it  has  assumed  since  the  manifestation  of 
the  first  events  which  tended  to  the  result  of  a  division  of  the  United  States. 

The  position  to  which  I  allude  Mr.  Webb  perfectly  understands,  as  he 
also  understands  the  principles  on  which  it  rests,  since  they  were  laid  down 
in  a  circular,  which  was  issued  by  the  imperial  government  to  its  delegates 
in  the  provinces,  under  date  of  the  1st  of  August,  1861. 

Conforming  to  the  rules  generally  admitted  among  civilized  nations,  the 
imperial  government  in  that  circular  prescribes  the  practical  mode  of  ren- 
dering effective  the  neutrality  which  it  imposes  on  itself. 

Without  at  present  confirming  or  denying  the  acts  as  set  forth  by  Mr. 
Webb,  and  without  entering  into  an  appreciation  of  the  observations  with 
which  he  accompanies  the  narration  of  them,  what  1  can  at^once  most  posi- 
tively declare  to  him  is,  that  the  government  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  is 
firmly  resolved  to  maintain,  and  to  cause  to  be  respected,  the  neutrality,  in 
the  terms  in  which  it  has  declared  it  assumed  it,  and  what  is  important  to 
declare,  that  it  is  not  disposed  to  allow  this  neutrality  to  be  violated  in  any 
^^Ji  hy  those  interested  in  the  contest,  and  still  less  by  the  delegates  of 
the  government  itself. 

Of  the  sincerity  of  this  declaration  Mr.  Webb  has  an  indisputable  proof 
in  my  note  of  the  7th  inJtent,  relative  to  the  steamer  Alabama,  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  as  in  it  I  voluntarily  hastened  to  bring  to  the  knowledge  of 
Mr.  Webb  not  only  the  official  communications  which  the  imperial  govern- 
ment has  received  in  regard  to  the  acts  committed  at  Pernambuco  by  that 
steamer,  but  also  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  government  to  approve 
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entirely  of  the  proceedings  on  that  occasion  of  the  president  referred  to 
and  to  resort  to  the  necessary  measures  to  repress  the  abuses  of  the  captain 
of  the  Alabama,  and  cause  the  neutrality  of  the  empire  to  be  religiously 
observed. 

Therefore,  Mr.  Webb,  certain  as  he  must  be  of  the  intentions  of  the  im- 
perial govennment,  and  of  all  the  respect  which  this  government  pays  to  bis 
word,  will  assuredly  not  be  surprised  that,  before  coming  to  a  final  decisbn 
on  the  important  acts  which  form  the  subject  of  the  note  with  which  I  am  now 
occupied,  the  imperial  government  should  hear  what  their  delegates  in  the 
provinces  have  to  relate,  and  should  strive  scrupulously  to  verify  their 
exactness. 

By  the  French  packet  which  leaves  this  port  on  the  25th  instant,  the  im- 
perial government  sends  the  most  positive  and  conclusive  orders  to  the 
presidents  of  Bahia  and  Pernambuco,  that,  without  loss  of  time,  thpy  will 
circumstantially  report  in  regard  to  each  of  the  acts  alleged  in  the  note  of 
Mr.  Webb,  of  which  he  gives  to  them  full  information. 

And,  as  soon  as  the  reports  referred  to  shall  arrive,  Mr.  Webb  may  rely 
that  the  imperial  government  will  not  hesitate  to  put  forth  its  hand  to  the 
means  necessary  to  render  effective  the  neutrality  which  it  imposes  on  itself, 
provided  it  has  been  violated,  and  to  leave  beyond  all  doubt  the  fairness  of 
its  proceedings. 

Flattering  myself  that  this  brief  answer  will  tranquilize  Mr.  Webb,  I  profit 
by  the  occasion  to  renew  to  him  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

MARQUIS  D'ABRANTES. 

Mr.  James  WatsoxN  Wkbb,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfv. 


Mr.  Webb  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  oO]  Leoation  of  the  United  States, 

Petropolis,  June  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  three  despatches  to  the  secretary  of  foreign  afBun 
numbered,  respectively,  1,  2,  and  3,  according  to  date.  You  will  perceire  that 
two  of  them  have  reference  to  the  presence  of  the  pirates  Alabama,  Florida,  and 
Gfeorgia,  in  Brazilian  ports. 

•  •  •  •  •  ••  • 

I  also  forward  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  the  Marquis  d'Abrantes,  maiied 
No.  4,  dated  May  29,  in.  response  to  mine  of  the  27th. . 

I  have  the  honor,  &:c., 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  4^.  Sfc, 


Mr.  Webb  to  the  Marquis  d*Abrantes. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Fetropolis,  May  27,  1863. 
The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  miiifster  plenipotentiary  from 
the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to  report  to  his  excellency  the  Marqais 
d'Abrantes,  counsellor  to  his  Imperial  Majesty  and  secretary  of  state  i(X 
foreign  affairs,  that  on  the  20th  instant,  in  the  evening,  the  pirates  Alabam* 
and  Georgia  were  still  in  the  port'  of  Bahia.    The  Alabama  arrived  there  on 
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the  lltb  and  the  Georgia  on  the  evening  of  the  12th,  so  that  the  former  had 
been  in  Bahia  nine  days,  harbored,  protected,  and  supplied  with  the  neces- 
sary stores  and  provisions  by  the  authorities  of  that  port,  in  depance  of  the 
solemn  protest  of  the  consul  of  the  United  States,  and  in  utter  disregard  of 
the  well-known  fact  that  this  pirate  had  captured  and  destroyed  American 
shipping  in  the  waters  of  Brazil;  and  for  so  doing,  thereby  violating  the 
neutrality  and  insulting  the  sovereignty  of  the  empire,  had  been  ordered  by 
the  president  of  Pernambuco  to  leave  the  island  of  Fernando  Norouha. 

The  pirate  Georgia  having  arrived  at  fiahia  on  the  12th,  had  been  in  that 
port  eight  days,  receiving  coal  and  such  stores  and  provisions  as  were 
necessary  to  enable  her  to  continue  her  depredations  upon  the  unprotected 
commerce  of  a  friendly  nation;  and  both  the  pirates  landed  a  large  number 
of  prisoners,  with  the  sanction  and  aid  of  the  governpr,  proclaiming  them 
to  be  the  passengers,  officers,  and  crews  of  unarmed  American  merchant- 
men, trading  with  Brazil  and  other  friendly  nations,  which  had  been  cap- 
tured and  destroyed  by  the  freebooters,  who  were  so  kindly  received  and 
harbored  by  the  authorities  and  inhabitants  of  Bahia.  And  in  the  streets 
and  on  the  wharves  of  that  city,  with  the  knowledge  and'  approval  of  the 
president  and  authorities,  the  freebooters  of  both  the  piratical  vessels  pub- 
licly hawked  about  and  sold  the  articles  of  clothing  and  bijouterie  of  which 
they  had  pillaged  and  robbed  the  defenceless  females  and  other  passengers, 
as  well  as  the  officers  and  crews,  of  the  American  ships  they  had  burned  and 
destroyed  at  sea. 

By  arrangement  the  English  bark  Castor  arrived  at  Bahia  almost  simul- 
taneously with  the  two  pirates,  having  on  board  coal  shipped  for  them  at 
Liverpool,  to  be  delivered  to  them  in  the  port  of  Bahia;  and  it  was  publicly 
remarked  that,  in  addition  to  coal  for  the  pirates,  she  had  also  ou  board  two 
guns  of  125-pound  calibre  each,  and  other  munitions  of  war.  Thereupon 
the  consul  of  the  United  States  represented  the  facts  to  the  president,  sug- 
gesting that  a  guard  sjiould  be  placed  on  board  said  bark  Castor,  and  she 
be  prohibited  from  going  alongside  of  the  pirates,  particularly  at  night,  to 
discharge  into  them  her  coals  and  munitions  of  war,  iu  violation  of  the 
neutrality  of  Brazil.  This  protest  the  president  acknowledged  to  have  re- 
ceived at  6  p.  m.  on  the  day  it  was  written,  and  yet  on  that  same  night  the 
said  bark  Castor  was  permitted  to  go  alongside  the  Georgia,  and  only 
ordered  to  leave  her  on  the  following  morning,  when,  of  course,  she  had 
accomplished  her  purpose  of  going  alongside,  whatever  that  purpose  was. 

These  facts,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  are  calculated  very  seri- 
ously to  compromise  the  government  of  Brazil  and  the  cordial  relations 
existing  between  it  anji  the  United  States,  and  they  are  placed  before  your 
excellency  in  the  hope  and  belief  that  the  president  of  Bahia  will  be  so  dealt 
with  by  the  imperial  government,  without  any  speciBc  demand  from  the 
undersigned,  that  he  may  call  the  attention  of  his  government  to  the  pro- 
ceeding, as  another  evidence  of  the  desire  of  Brazil  to  maintain,  unimpaired, 
the  very  cordial  and  friendly  relations  now  existing  with  the  United  States. 
And  he  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assur- 
ances of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 

The  Makquis  d'Abbaxtbs,  ^,,  Sfc.,  9fc. 
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D. 

The  Marquis  d*Ahrani€*  to  General  Wehh. 

MiNISTEBIO  DOS  NbOOBIOS  EsTRANOBIROS, 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  May  29,  1863. 

Fulfilling  the  duty  of  acknowledging  the  reception  of  the  note,  dated  the 
2Tth  of  the  present  mouth,  which  Sefior  James  Watson  Webb,  envoy  extra- 
ordinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States,  has  done  me 
the  honor  of  sending  me,  in  this  city,  for  the  purpose  of  exclaiming  against 
the  recent  facts  which  he  states  to  have  been  done  by  the  president  of  the 
province  of  Bahia,  in  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  the  empire,  in  favor  of 
the  confederate  steamers  Alabama  and  Georgia,  I  take  upon  me,  in  answer, 
to  assure  Senor  Webb  that,  giving  my  whole  and  due  consideration  to 
these  allegations,  as  soon  as  shall  have  arrived  the  information  in  regard 
to  the  matters  claimed  to  have  been  done  by  the  aforesaid  president,  the 
imperial  government,  as  I  have  informed  General  Webb  in  my  note  of  the 
23d  of  the  current  month,  will  not  hesitate  to  proceed  in  conformity  with 
the  position  it  has  assumed  and  to  which  it  is  bound. 

I  renew  to  James  Watson  Webb  the  expression  of  my  high  consideration. 

MARQUIS  D'ABRANTES. 

General  James  Watson  Webb, 

Envoy  Extraordinary ^  4^.,  ifc.,  Spc,t  to  the  court  of  Brazil. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Wehh. 


No.  66.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  19,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  7th  of  May  (No.  47)  has  been  received. 

I  esteem  it  a  pleasing  circumstance  that  it  brought  the  first  informatidn  which 
he  department  has  received  of  the  abuses  of  the  flag  of  Brazil  and  the  violation 
of  our  own  rights  committed  by  the  pirate  Alabama  at  Fernando  de  Noronha. 
The  painful  impressions  which  these  transactions  have  mdde  were  thus  alleviated 
by  the  extraordinary  diligence  exercised  on  your  part  in  bringing  the  tnui§- 
action  home  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Emperor's  government,  and  by  the  prompt, 
just,  and  friendly  proceedings  which  that  government  has  adopted. 

Tou  cannot  express  too  strongly  to  the  Duke  d'Abrantes  the  satisfaction 
with  which  the  President  regards  these  proceedings..  They  are  in  the  very 
spirit  which,  from  the  beginning  of  your  mission,  we  have  thought  ought  to 
be  maintained  in  the  intercourse  of  Brazil  with  the  United  States  as  a  friendly 
American  power. 

I  forbear  from  raising  the  question  whether  indemnities  will  be  due  to  the 
United  States  for  the  losses  and  injuries  inflicted  upon  their  citizens  until  wc 
shall  have  received  more  authentic  information  of  the  circumstances  which  at- 
tended the  transaction. 

Your  suggestions  for  an  increase  of  our  naval  force  in  the  waters  of  Brazil 
have  been  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  will  receive  attentive  con- 
sideration. 

When  Congress  shall  have  assembled,  the  President  will  probably  submit 
to  it  the  importance  of  developing  our  commerce  with  Brazil. 

I  have  just  learned,  with  sincere  regret,  of  the  interruption  of  diplomatic 
intercourse  between  the  Emperor's  government  and  that  of  Great  Britain, 
and  I  sincerely  hope  that  it  may  not  be  followed  by  any  serious  results  or 
even  be  long  continued.    I  am  authorized  to  say,  through  ^o^,jo  the  Duke 
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d'Abrantes  that  if  it  shall  be  thought  that  the  good  offices  of  this  govern- 
ment would  be  useful  in  forwarding  a  reconciliation  upon  terms  honorable 
to  both  parties,  those  good  offices  will  be  freely  rendered.  It  would  be  to 
the  President  a  pleasing  duty  to  facilitate  in  that  way,  or  in  any  other,  the 
interests  of  Brazil. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED.    , 
Jambs  Watson  Webb,  ^v.,  8fc.,  Sfc, 


Mr.  Webb  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Extract.] 


No.  51.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Petropolis,  June  23,  1863. 

Sir:  This  government  has  not  as  yet  responded  to  my  despatches  in  regard 
to  the  pirates  Alabama,  Florida,  and  Georgia,  but  1  have  reason  to  know  are 
exceedingly  annoyed  at  their  having  been  in  the  waters  of  Brazil.  They 
have  had  a  narrow  escape  from  the  Mohican,  which  vessel  must  at  one  time 
have  been  in  their  immediate  vicinity;  and  if  her  commander  had  pushed  on 
to  Rid,  when  so  near  it,  he  could  not  have- failed  to  have  fallen  in  with  two 
of  them  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape  Frio,  and  directly  in  the  track  of  vessels 
boan4  to  thid  port.  But  doubtless  the  commander  of  the  Mohican  was  mis- 
led by  some  cunniugly  devised  report,  manufactured  by  the  pirates  themselves, 
and  circulated  by  their  English  friends  in  Bahia.  Consul  Wilson  reports  that 
the  Onward  is  at  Bahia,  in  search  of  the  pirates;  and  I  indulge  the  nope  that 
she  will  be  more  successful  than  the  Mohican  has  been. 

The  continued  depredations  of  these  pirates  directly  ofiP  the  mouth  of  the  har- 
bor of  Rio  are  exceedingly  annoying  to  all  Americans  in  Brazil,  and  go  to  prove 
the  absolute  necessity  of  two  good  steamers-of-war,  of  great  speed  and  powerful 
armament,  at  Rio.  Iron-clads  would  be  useless,  and  so  with  ordmary  gunboats; 
but  two  vessels  of  the  Ticonderoga  class  would  effectually  protect  our  commerce 
and  insure  the  capture  of  any  piratical  cruisers  that  might  venture  to  visit  this 
coast. 

As  our  consul  will  make  full  reports  to  you  of  the  disasters  to  our  commerce 
which  have  been  reported  since  the  pirates  left  Bahia,  I  forbear  further  allusion 

to  the  sabject. 

******** 

JAMES  WATSON  WEBB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StatCy  Sfr.. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Webb. 


No.  69.1  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  13,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  23d  of  May  (No.  47)  has  been  received,  together 
with  its  accompaniment,  viz :  a  correspondence  that  has  taken  place  between 
yourself  and  his  Imperial  Majesty's  minister  for  foreign  affairs  on  the  suWect  of 
certain  favors  which  were  recently  extended  in  the  ports  of  Bahia  and  Per- 
nambuco  to  the  puatical  vessels  Alabama  and  Florida.  This  government  had 
already  been  informed  of  the  injurious  proceedings  referred  to  by  the  United 
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States  cousuls  residing  in  those  ports.  Your  proceedings  in  that  respect  are 
approved,  as  is  also  the  demand  which  you  addressed  to  the  minister  for  foreign 
affiEiirs  for  redress  and  satisfaction. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  say  that  the  President  is  gratified  with  the 
just  and  liberal  spirit  which  pervades  the  reply  of  the  Marquis  d'Abrantes,  and 
confidently  expects  that  the  satisfaction  which  you  have  asked  will  be  promptly 
accorded.  Nevertheless,  in  making  this  acknowledgment  to  the  marquis,  you 
must  at  the  same  time  inform  him  that  this  government  expects  that  an  end 
shall  be  made  of  the  practices  of  the  presidents  of  provinces  of  which  those 
now  complained  of  are  only  new  repetitions. 

It  would  not  be  becoming  to  add  here  an  explanation  of  the  specific  measures 
to  which  this  government  may  be  expected  to  resort  for  the  rescue  of  its  com- 
merce from  the  depredations  which  it  is  suffering  through  the  erroneous  and  un- 
friendly action  of  nations  with  which  the  United  States  are  at  peace.  I  may 
properly  say,  however,  that  if  nations  shall,  in  violation  of  our  rights,  suffer  their 
ports  to  become  bases  for  the  operations  of  pirates  against  us,  we  shall  adopt 
such  remedies  as  the  laws  of  self-defence  allow.  It  is  the  earnest  desire  of  the 
United  States  to  remain  at  peace  with  all  nations.  We  have  sought,  especially, 
to  deserve  the  friendship  of  Brazil,  and  shall  persevere  in  that  friendly  policy 
so  long  as  the  Emperor  shall  lu^cord  to  us  commercial  and  national  rights, 
which  are  not  less  essential  to  Brazil  and  all  the  other  American  states  than  to 
ourselves. 

The  violations  on  our  commercial  and  maritime  rights  by  British  subjects  in 
British  ports,  to  which  you  have  alluded,  still  remain  a  subject  of  discussion 
with  her  Majesty's  government ;  and  it  is  hoped  that,  although  it  is  attended  by 
much  embarrassment,  a  satisfactory  understanding  will  be  attained. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

James  Watson  Webb,  Esq. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Webb. 

[Extract  ] 

No.  71.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  25,  1863. 

SiB:  Your  despatch  of  June  7  (No.  50)  has  been  received.  So  much  of  it 
as  relates  to  the  case  of  the  Nebo  is  approved. 

While  I  see  nothing  to  disapprove  in  that  part  of  the  despatch  which  relates 
to  the  indulgencies  extended  in  Brazilian  ports  to  the  piratical  cruisers  which 
have  been  engaged  in  devastating  our  national  commerce,  I  reserve  all  authori- 
tative direction  upon  the  subject  until  a  reasonable  time  shall  have  ekpsed 
for  obtaining  the  further  answer  to  your  note  which  has  been  promised  by  the 
Marquis  d'Abrantes. 

•  •  «•«  «  «  •  •  • 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD.   ' 
James  Watson  Webb,  Esq 
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CHILI. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Nelson, 

No.  14.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  June  19,  1862, 

Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  May  1  (No.  33)  has  been  received. 

The  change  of  opinion  and  sentiment  which  has  taken  place  in  Chili  in 
regard  to  our  domestic  troubles  is  the  attainment  of  an  important  advantage 
which  the  President  early  determined  to  secure,  if  possible,  by  frank,  hon- 
orable, and  generous  efforts.  It  is  certainly  true  that  there  cannot  perma- 
nently exist  two  antagonistical  systems  of  government  upon  this  continent, 
nor  can  there  always  be  two  commercial  systems  upon  this  continent,  one 
of  which  must  have  its  centre  here  and  the  other  in  Europe.  The  social  dif- 
ferences which  distinguish  the  Latin  races  from  those  of  northern  stock  are 
likely  to^he  long  perpetuated  on  that  continent.  But  there  is  a  constant 
and  rapid  tendency  towards  harmony  and  assimilation  between  them  in 
America,  and  ultimately  a  constitution  of  society  decidedly  American  must 
exist  here.  Such  a  change  is  necessary  to  secure  a  complete  development 
of  the  resources  of  the  continent,  and  necessary  even  to  render  the  states 
which  are  to  exist  here  safe  against  domestic  divisions  and  foreign  aggres- 
sion. The  change,  however,  is  to  be  effected  not  by  wars  and  conquests, 
but  peacefully  through  the  influence  of  moral  causes.  Each  American  state 
must  practice  justice 'and  forbearance  and  cordial  friendship  towards  every 
other  state,  and  all  must  come  to  learn  that  political  institutions,  which  fail 
to  secure  peace  and  to  create  prosperity,  cannot  be  upheld  even  by  any 
combination  with  foreign  powers. 

The  United  States  want  no  more  extended  empire.  The  field  they  occupy 
is  adequate  to  the  employment  of  all  their  energies,  and  ample  for  the  play 
of  their  just  ambition.  Thus  content  with  their  boundaries,  they  daily 
become  more  intolerant  of  the  idea  of  any  division  of  their  domain,  or  any 
encroachment  upon  it  by  foreign  powers.  These  sentiments  have  thus  far 
been  the  great  invigorating  forces  of  the  country  in  the  present  war,  and 
have,  as  we  believe,  carried  us  safely  to  the  point  where  the  end  begins. 
We  have  not  been  unaware  that  reactionary  forces  have  manifested  them- 
selves in  neighboring  American  states,  and  threatened  a  subversion  of  their 
republican  institutions,  and  of  course  a  subversion  of  their  sovereignty  and 
independence.  It  might  be  doubtful  whether  states  thus  menaced  could  in 
any  case  be  bienefited  by  material  aid  borrowed  from  any  foreign  nation. 
Every  loan  of  that  kind  is  ultimately  repaid  with  the  loss  of  a  part  of  the 
independence  which  it  was  intended  to  save.  But  the  Latin  states  of 
America  may  rest  assured  that  the  United  States  will  maintain  their  own 
integrity  and  independence  through  the  greatest  trials,  and  thus  show  to 
the  world  that  American  institutions  possess  virtues  and  advantages  which 
make  the  nations  which  enjoy  them  indissoluble  and  invulnerable.  Wc 
invite  Chili  and  all  the  other  American  states  to  cultivate  the  same  spirit, 
and  exhibit  the  same  determination. 

The  attempt  to  revolutionize  the  American  Union  has  already  failed. 
The  disappointed  faction,  if  they  are  to  be  believed,  will  seek  compensation 
for  their  fsulure  in  revenge.  They  have  commenced  what  they  threaten  shall 
be  a  twenty  years'  guerilla  war.    The  jneasure  itself  is  an  evidence  of  imbe^Tp 
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cilitj,  and  of  a  profound  misunderstanding  of  the  American  character.  Peace 
and  harmony  under  the  authority  of  the  federal  Union  are  due  as  a  reward  to 
the  loyalty  and  virtue  which  the  American  people  have  practiced  in  their  recent 
trial;  and  they  are  not  now  far  distant. 

I  am,  sir,  your  ohedient  servant, 

.   WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Thomas  H.  Nelson,  Esq. 


Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extract.] 


No.  48.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Chili f  September  1,  1862. 
Sir  :  Upon  the  30th  ultimo  I  addressed  the  secretary  of  foreign  relations  a 
note,  having  for  its  object  a  frank  exposition  of  what  I  deemed  the  sentimwitg 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States  towards  the  other  American  republics. 
In  preparing  this  note,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted,  I  avail  myself 
of  the  views  expressed  in  your  despatch  No.  14,  of  June  19,  1862,  and  in  the 
correspondence  submitted  by  you  to  the  President,  under  date  of  April  14,  in 
compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  February  3, 

1862. 

•  •••••••  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  NELSOX. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  ,States, 


Mr,  Nelson  to  Mr.  Tocornal, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Chiliy  August  30,  1862. 

Sir  :  Upon  the  Ist  of  May  last,  in  a  despatch  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  United  States,  I  had  the  honor  to  express  my  gratification  at  the 
hearty  manifestations  of  a  desire  evinced  by  a  portion  of  the  press  of  Chili  for 
the  suppression  of  the  domestic  dissension  existing  in  the  United  States  and  for 
a  closer  drawing  together  of  the  bonds  uniting  the  other  nations  of  America  with 
our  own.  I  moreover  assured  the  honorable  Secretary  of  my  belief  that  these 
were  the  prevailing  sentiments  of  the  government  as  well  as  of  the  people  of 
this  republic,  who  were,  to  say  the  least,  solicitous  regai'ding  the  policy  of  some 
of  the  powers  of  western  Europe  towards,  the  comparatively  defenceless  states 
of  Spanish  America.  I  also  alluded  to  the  gratifying  circumstance  that  tbe 
United  States  and  their  citizens  had,  in  my  opinion,  never  before  occupied  a 
more  favorable  position  in  the  estimation  of  Chili  than  at  present — a  more  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  our  people,  aims  and  policy,  having  developed  a  true  appre- 
ciation^and  cordial  esteem,  which  could  not  but  most  favorably  affect  all  our 
relations  with  this  republic. 

Under  date  of  the  19th  of  June,  1862,  the  honorable  Secretary  addressed  me, 
in  reply  to  the  one  above  alluded  to,  a  despatch  of  which  the  relative  positions 
of  the  United  States  of  America  and  her  sister  republics,  in  view  of  the  gravity 
of  the  present  political  situation,  form  the  basis. 

Feeling  assured  that  a  knowledge  of  the  sentiments  of  my  government  njM>n 
this  subject  cannot  but  be  most  gratifying  to  the  government  of  your  excell^cy, 
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I  b«ve  beHeved  that  our  official  intercourse  could  not  be  more  agreeably  initiated 
than  in  a  frank  and  sincere  expression  of  such  sentiments  of  which  I  am  most 
hmmj  m  being  the  exponent. 

I  need  not  assnre  your  excelleney  Aat  my  government  has  felt  the  most  pro- 
fbimd  interest  in  the  events  now  occnrrine  in  the  neighboring  and  sister  repub- 
lic of  Mexico,  wherein  reactionary  forces  have  been  threatening  a  subversion  of 
her  republican  institutionSi  and»  of  course,  a  subversion  of  her  sovereignty  and 


be  United  States  are  deeply  concerned  in  the  peace  of  nations,  and  at  the 
same  time  aim  to  be  loyal  in  all  their  relations  to  European  as  well  as  Amer- 
ican states.  The  President,  while  relying  upon  the  good  faith  of  the  allied 
powers,  and  confident  of  their  sincerity  in  disclaiming  any  intention  to  inter- 
vene to  change  the  constitutional  form  of  government,  has  deemed  it  his  duty 
to  exjnreee  to  them  the  opinion  that  no  monarchical  government  which  could  be 
founded  in  Mexico,  in  the  presence  of  foreign  navies  and  armies  in  her  waters 
and  upon  her  soil,  would  have  any  prospect  of  security  or  permanency ;  second- 
ly, that  the  instability  of  such  a  monarchy  there  would  be  enhanced  if  the 
urone  should  be  assigned  to  any  person  not  of  Mexican  nativity.  That  under 
such  circumstances  the  new  government  must  fall,  unless  it  cot&d  draw  into  its 
support  European  alliances,  which,  relating  back  to  the  present  invasion,  would, 
in  &ct,  make  it  the  beginning  of  a  permanent  policy  of  armed  European  inter- 
vention, injurious  and  practically  hostile  to  the  most  general  system  of  govern- 
ment on  the  continent  of  America,  and  this  would  be  the  beginning,  rather  than 
the  ending,  of  revolution  in  Mexico. 

In  such  a  case  it  Is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  permanent  interests  and  sym- 
pathies of  the  United  States  wotild  be  with  the  other  American  republics.  It 
18  not  intended  on  this  occasion  to  predict  the  course  of  events  which  might 
happen  as  a  consequence  of  the  proceeding  contemplated,  either  on  this  continent 
or  in  Europe.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  Ihe 
emancipation  of  our  own  country  from  European  control  has  been  the  principal 
feature  in  its  histoir  during  the  last  century. 

Between  some  of  the  South  American  republics  and  our  own  there  has  ex- 
isted, not  remotely,  an  alienation,  founded  partly  upon  an  imperfect  apprecia- 
tion of  our  sentiments,  partly  upon  errors  and  prejudices  peculiar  to  themselves, 
and  yet  not  altogether  without  fault  upon  our  own  part — an  alienation  tempo- 
rary in  its  character,  and  which  I  rejoice  to  know  has' yielded  to  a  better 
knowledge  of  the  ffovemment  and  people  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  sin- 
cerity of  their  cordial  interest  in  the  integrity  and  welfare  of  sister  repuUic?. 

The  social  differences  which  distinguish  the  Latin  races  from  those  of  north-'^N 
em  stock  are  likely  to  be  long  perpetuated  upon  the  continent  of  Europe*  But 
there  is  a  constant  and  rapid  tendency  towards  harmony  and  assimilation 
between  them  in  America,  and  ultimately  a  constitution  of  society  decidedly 
American  must  exist  here.  Such  a  change  is  necessary  to  secure  a  complete  . 
development  of  the  resources  of  the  continent,  and  necessary  even  to  render 
the  states  which  are  to  exist  here  safe  against  domestic  disorders  and  foreign 
aggression.  The  change,  however,  is  to  be  effected,  not  by  wars  and  conquests, 
but  peacefully  through  the  influence  of  moral  causes.  Every  American  state 
must  practice  patience  and  forbearance  and  cordial  friendship  towards  -every 
other,  and  all  must  come  to  learn  that  political  institutions  which  fail  to 
secure  peace  and  to  create  prosperity  cannot  be  upheld,  even  by  any  combi^ 
nation  with  forein  powers.  The  United  States  want  no  more  extended 
empire.  The  field  they  occupy  is  adequate  to  the  employment  of  all  thdr 
-  energies,  and  ample  for  the  play  of  their  just  ambition.  Thus  content  with 
their  boundaries,  they  daily  become  more  intolerant  of  the  idea  of  any  division 
of  their'  domain  or  encroachment  upon  it  by  foreign  powen.  These  senti* 
mcnts  have  thus  fSEur  been  the  great  invigorating  forces  of  Uie  United  States 
75m 
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daring  their  present  domestic  dissensions,  and  I  need  scarcely  assure  yov 
excellency  that  thej  feel  now  confident  of  a  speedy  and  coftnplete  re-estab- 
lishment of  peace  within  their  borders.  The  Latin  states  of  America  maj 
rest  assured  that  the  United  States  will  maintain  their  integrity  and  inde- 
pendence through  the  greatest  trials,  and  thus  show  to  the  world  that 
American  institutions  possess  virtues  and  advantages  which  make  the  natioos 
enjoying  them  indissoluble  and  invulnerable. 

We  invite  Chili  and  all  other  American  states  to  cultivate  the  same  spirit 
and  exhibit  the  same  determination. 

These,  your  excellency,  are  the  sentiments  of  the  government  and  people 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  I  gladly  avail  myself  of  this  opportunitj 
of  manifesting  to  the  government  of  Chili  how  deep  is  theur  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  every  other  American  republic,  how  disinterested  their  desire  that 
the  relations  subsisting  between  these  several  nations  and  their  own  shall 
assume  a  spirit  more  elevated  than  one  of  merely  commercial  or  conventional 
amity,  a  spirit  earnestly  American  in  the  continental  sense  of  the  word,  and 
fraternal  in  no  mere  diplomatic  meaning  of  the  term,  conducive  to  their  mutual 
prosperity  and  happiness,  and  ultimately  auspicious  to  all  republican  states 
throughout  the  worla. 

Availing  myself  of  this  occasion,  allow  me  to  reiterate  to  your  excellencT 
the  earnest  assurances  of  distinguished  consideration  and  high  esteem  wita 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 

His  Excellency  the  Sbcrbtaby  of  Foreign  Relations 

Of  the  Republic  of  ChUu 


Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Extract.] 


No.  61.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Chilis  September  17,  1862. 
Sir  {  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herein  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  me 
by  the  secretary  of  foreign  relations  of  Chili  on  the  13th  instant,  in  reply  to 
l^e  one  transmitted  by  me  to  his  excellency  on  the  30th  ultimo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your    obedient    servant, 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 


Mr.  Tocomal  to  Mr.  Nelson. 
[Translation.]     • 

Santiago,  September  13,  1862. 

The  unders^ed,  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  Chili,  has  had  the  h^mut 
to  receive  the  note  which  the  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiaiy  d 
the  United  States  was  pleased  to  address  to  him,  under  date  of  the  30th  ultiMO. 

His  excellency  has  thought  proper  therein  to  express  to  the  undersigned 
how  agreeable  it  is  to  him  to  initiate  their  relations  oy  a  manifestation  of  die 
sentiments  which  animate  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States 
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tovards  the  Chilian  gorernm^t  and  nation,  and  towards  all  the  other  Spanish 
American  republics. 

The  undersigned,  while  accepting  the  manifestation  transmitted  by  the  Hon. 
Hr.  Nelson,  highly  congratulates  himself  that  it  affords  him  the  opportunity  of 
setting  forth,  in  his  turn,  the  kindly  feelings  entertained  by  the  Chilian  govern* 
ment  and  people  towards  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States  of 
North  America.' 

Nothing  is  more  natural  than  that  the  republic  of  Chili  should  view  with 
great  interest  the  painful  crisis  at  present  afflicting  the  United  States,  and  should 
pray  for  its  early  conclusion  in  the .  most  satisfactory  manner.  *— — 

Notwithstanding  the  diversity  of  origin  and  of  language,  the  United  States 
and  the  Spanish  American  republics  are  mutually  united  by  the  strong  bond  of 
analogous  political  institutions,  in  whose  development  they  found  the  hope 
of  a  growing  prosperity,  which  must,  of  necessity,  cause  each  to  view  the 
£Eite  of  the  otners  as  of  an  interest  not  foreign,  but  their  own.  If,  hereto- 
fore, there  have  been  at  times  motives  which  may  have  enfeebled  the  friendly 
relations  of  the  Spanish  American  republics  with  the  United  States ;  u 
there  has  existed  a  want  of  confidence,  either  founded  or  unfounded;  if,  per- 
haps, the  principles  which  guided  the'  cabinet  at  Washington  in  diplomatic 
a^irs  have  not  always  been  well  appreciated,  the  undersigned  flatters  himself 
that  the  solution  of  the  crisis  through  which  the  United  States  are  now  passing, 
while  it  will  assure  them  the  elevated  rank  which,  in  a  brief  period  of  their 
history,  they  have  obtained  among  the  great  nations  of  the  earth,  thanks  to 
t)ie  powerful  resources  of  their  territory,  and,  more  than  all,  to  the  admirable 
efforts  of  their  citizens,  must  contribute  to  draw  closer  together  the  relations  of 
true  fraternity  with  the  Sf^anish  American  states,  causing  all  the  republics  of 
this  continent  to  consider  themselves  as  the  members  of  one  and  the  same 
family: 

The  sincere  union  of  all  the  republics  of  the  American  continent,  whatever 
be  their  historical  antecedents,  will  be  a  fact  pregnant  with  great  and  profitable 
results,  since  it  must  co-operate  not  only  to  the  security  of  republican  institu- 
tions, but,  also,  to  the  moral  and  material  progress  of  these  states,  and  even  to 
the  preservation  of  friendly  relations  with  European  nations,  which  Chili,  as 
well  as  the  United  States,  desires  to  cultivate  and  foment. 

The  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  is 
abo  pleased  to  inform  the  undersigned  that  his  government  has  viewed  with 
especial  interest  the  events  occurring  in  Mexico;  and  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  although  confident  in  the  good  faith  of  the  allied  powers,  and  in  the 
sincerity  of  their  promises  not  to  intervene  to  change  the  form  of  government 
of  Mexico,  has  deemed  it  his  duty  to  manifest  to  them  his  opinion  that  a  mon- 
archy, upheld  by  foreign  armies  and  navies,  would  have  no  prospect  of  perma- 
nency in  that  country. 

The  undersigned  has  been  especially  charged  by  the  president  of  the  republic 
to  manifest  to  the  envoy  extraonlinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  that  he  par- 
ticipates in  the  accurate  opinion  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  upon 
the  inefficacy  of  substituting  in  Mexico  for  the  republic  a  monarchy  constituted 
in  favor  of  a  Mexican  citizen  or  foreign  prince.  A  foreign 'prince  would,  doubt- 
less, need  the  constant  aid  and  protection  of  foreign  forces,  which  would 
place  him  under  a  permanent  tutelage,  which,  while  it  would  weaken  the  pres- 

3^  of  authority,  would  deprive  him  of- his  true  independence.  A  citizen  of 
exico  would  meet  with  analogous  difficulties  and  the  want  of  those  historical 
antecedents  which,  in  great  part,  constitute  the  power  of  monarchical  govem- 
ineiits.  So  that  it  is  impossible  to  believe  that  it  would  succeed  in  meriting 
the  adhesion  of  the  people. 

Nor  are  social  ana  political  changes  so  easily  effected.  The  constitution,  in 
r«mihlic8  of  the  different  sections  of  Spanish  America,  is,  doubtless,  the  most, 

.,,_:.,  ^oogle 
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prominent  &ct  of  their  history,  as  it  is  in  regard  to  die  Unitecl  States,  as  ob- 
served by  bis  excellency  the  envoy  extraordinarv  and  minister  plenipotentkry. 
And  a  new  change  in  the  form  of  government  of  Mexico  would  require  radiod 
modifications  in  ber  customs  and  other  social  elements,  which,  even  on  tiie 
hypothesis  that  they  could  be  effected  at  the  cost  of  immense  sacrifices  and  ia 
a  long  series  of  years,  would  give  room  for  a  movement  of  reo^anlzation,  dow 
and  dangerous,  which  would  prolong  the  evil  condition  of  afi&irs  in  Mexico 
instead  of  affordinff  a  remedy  therefor. 

It  is  imdoubtednr  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  perturbations  which  have 
agitated  the  Spanish  American  republics,  and  especially  Mexico,  should  have 
weakened  the  prestige  of  the  republican  system  in  the  estimation  of  a  few, 
obliging  them  to  seek  a  remedy  in  another  form  of  government,  which,  instead 
of  being  the  end,  would  be  the  beginning  of  new  and  more  sanguinary  con- 
tests. 

By  an  error  of  ji^gment  they  deem  order  and  prosperity  irreconcilable  wi& 
the  republican  system,  as  though  stability  and  the  guarantees  of  a  good  govern- 
ment oelonged  alone  to  monarchy,  without  reflecting  that  the  history  of  sO 
ages  has  condemned  the  principles  of  absolutism,  and  that  (both)  republieaaism 
and  monarchy  have  given  to  nations  prosperity  and  glory. 

For  the  rest,  the  government  of  the  United  States  ought  ever  to  count  upoa 
the  assurance  of  finding  that  reciprocity  of  ideas  and  sentim^its  which  As 
undersigned  has  had  the  honor  to  manifest  in  this  note  to  the  honorable  Sr. 
Nelson. 

The  undersigned  likewise  ent^tains  the  conviction  that  his  excellency,  wlio 
so  worthily  and  so  acceptably  to  the  government  of  Chili  Mfils  the  high  mis- 
sion with  which  he  is  charged,  will  continue,  as  up  ib  the  present  time,  co-opoa- 
ting  in  the  development  and  increase  of  the  cordiality  and  harmony  whicb 
happily  exist  between  the  republics  of  Chili  and  the  United  States. 

With  this  motive  the  undersigned  takes  pleasure  in  renewing  to  the  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  nlenipotentiary  the  assurances  of  his  high  and  dk- 
■  tinguished  consideration,  ana  in  subscribing  himself  his  exeidlency's  attentive 
and  obsequious  servant, 

MANUEL  A.  TOCGRNAL. 

The  Envoy  Extraobdinary 

and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  tf  the 

United  States  of  North  America. 


Mr.  NeUon  to  Mr.  Setceerd 
[Extract.] 

Legation  of  the  United  Statbs, 

Santiago  de  GhiU,  Jamnary  15,  lSe3» 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herein  a  copy  of  a  note  by  me  addxesse^ 
under  date  of  the  12th  instant  to  his  excellency  the  secretary  of  foreign  rdsp 
tions  of  Chili,  conveving  to  him  the  satisfaction  experienoed  by  my  govoii- 
ment  upon  learning  the  just  and  liberal  sentiments  of  l»s  own  in  regard  to  tiie 
policy  of  the  American  States  and  their  mutual  relations,  and  also  upon  being 
informed  of  the  generous  sentiments  of  sympathy  entertained  by  the  enhdil- 
ened  statesmen  of  Chili  towards  the  United  States,  and  of  confidence  in  tSeir 
final  triumph  over  the  dangers  by  which  they  are  momentarily  assailed. 

In  former  despatches  I  have  had  occasion  to  allude  to  the  gratifying  cktage 
in  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  Chili  towards  the  United  States,  as  manifested 
by  the  press  and  private  individuals,  as  well  as  by  the  government  itself. 

A  few  days  since  I  called  upon  Don  Manuel  A.  Tooomal,  secretary  of  f9^ 
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eign  relations.  The  visit  was  of  an  entirely  tinofficial  character,  and  at  his  pri- 
yate  residence ;  but  the  oonTersation,  being  almost  exclnsiyelj  confined  to 
the  state  of  affieiirs  in  the  United  State^,  was  of  so  interesting  a  nature  that  I 
deem  it  my  duty  to  transmit  to  you  a  brief  summary  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Tocomal,  after  alluding  to  the  reply  of  the  cabinet  of  St.  Petersburg  to 
the  note  of  M.  Drouyii  de  THuys,  proposing  mediation  in  American  afikirs, 
ohaiaeterized  it  as  **  frank  and  just,"  stating  that  Russia  had  pursued  a  frank 
and  friendly  policy  towards  the  United  States  from  the  beginning  of  l^e  re- 
bellian.  Sle  stated  that  he  felt  the  deepest  interest  In  the  preservation  of  the 
integrity  of  the  Americim  Union,  and  frequently  conversed  with  the  venerable 
Don  Andres  BeUo  upon  American  affiurs,  looking  up  to  his  counsels  as  to  the 
mpartial  views  of  a  philosopher,  whose  advanced  age  and  approaching  end 
rendered  his  words  most  impressive,  and  worthy  of  respectftil  attention.  Mr. 
BeUo  stated  to  him  that  as  an  American,  in  its  continental  sense,  he  could  not 
but  r^;ard  with  the  most  profound  interest  the  existing  struggle,  and  feel 
earnestly  h(^eful  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union ;  that  viewing  the  subject 
dispassionately,  Americans  could  not  regard  the  possible  breaking  up  of  so 
great  and  good  a  nation  otherwise  than  as  a  calamity  to  mankpid. 

That  Ajmericans  must  not  deceive  themselves  nor  suffer  remembrances  of 
past  events  to  blind  them  to  the  true  interests  of  this  continent,  which  would 
receive  a  fatal  blow  in  the  severance  of  the  United  States.  That,  putting 
aside  all  considerations  save  those  of  mere  interest,  it  was  evident  that  in  the 
maintenance  of  one  great  power  in  the  north,  instead  of  two  of  lesser  might, 
lay  flie  great  safeguard  of  the  integrity  of  the  political  rights  of  this  continent. 
•*  What,"  said  he,  "  would  be  the  result  of  dissolution  1  We  acknowledge 
that  the  United  States  are  far  in  advance  of  us  in  all  the  elements  of  progress 
and  civilization.  We  know  that  the  north  alone  would  be  scarcely  less  great, 
as  compared  with  South  America,  than  the  United  States ;  that  even  the  south 
alone  would  be  great  in  comparison,  yet  the  question  would  finally  be  trans- 
ferred to  Europe  for  settlement,  and  we  need  the  protecting  power  of  one  great 
and  imdivided  nation  in  the  north  to  check  her  ambitious  desi^s.  Were  the 
rebellion  to  succeed,  peace  would  not  ensue ;  for  while  in  the  north  there  were  the 
grand  elements  of  conservatism,  labor,  intellectuality  and  respect  for  authority, 
in  the  south  there  existed  the  thirst  for  territory  and  the  germs  of  continual 
discord.  The  United  States  not  only  need  no  more  extended  territory,  but  be- 
Ueve  that  by  widening  their  boundaries  their  po^er  would  be  weakened; 
while  the  south  has  been  for  years  watching  her  defenceless  neighbors,  hoping 
to  acquire  territory  for  the  extension  of  her  favorite  institution." 

Mr.  Tocomal  concluded  by  stating  that  he  coincided  fully  in  the  views  and 
sentiments  expressed  by  Mr.  BeUo. 

I  availed  myself  of  the  occasion  to  assure  the  minister  of  the  satisfaction 
with  which  my  government  had  been  made  aware  of  the  generous  sympathy 
and  confidence  expressed  by  Chili  in  the  success  of  our  arms  in  the  present 
struggle,  and  reiterated  the  assurance  that  the  United  States  never  for  one 
moment  admitted  the  possibility  of  a  severance  of  that  Union,  or  the  destruction 

of  the  best  and  wisest  government  in  the  world  by  the  hand  of  faction. 

•  •  •  •  •  ♦  •  •.• 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 
Hon.  Wilu'am  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 
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Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Tocomal. 

LeqatioVt  of  the  Unitbd  States, 

Santiago  de  ChUi,  Jan'uary  12,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  take  great  pleaaure  in  transmitting  to  your  elcellencj  the  foUo^nnc' 
extract  from  a  recent  despatch  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States: 

"It  will  be  to  yon,  I  am  sure,  a  pleasant  dnty  to  inform  his  excellency  IC. 
Tocomal  that  the  President  appreciates  in  the  highest  degree  the  jnst  and  liberal 
sentiments  in  regard  to  the  policy  of  the  American  states  and  their  mntoal  rela- 
tions which  are,  expressed  in  the  very  able  note  of  the  Chilian  minister  for 
foreign  affairs  which  you  have  transmitted  with  your  despatch." 

In  a  subsequent  communication  the  honorable  Secretary  assures  me  that  the 
President  was  deeply  impressed  by  the  hospitalities  shown  to  Mr.  Mackie,  and 
by  the  generous  sentiments  towards  our  country  expressed  by  his  excell^icy 
the  president  and  other  enlightened  statesmen  of  Chiu,  adding : 

<*The  United  States,  although  greatly  absorbed  in  the  conduct  of  an  unavoidaUe 
dvil  war  of  no  inconsiderable  dimensions,  have  nevertheless,  not  even  for  one 
moment,  lost'  sight  of  the  position  which  they  hold  in  relation  to  the  cause  of 
freedom  and  humanity  in  this  hemisphere.  They  are  especially  gratefril  to  the 
republic  of  Chili  for  its  renewed  expressions  of  sympathy  and  confidence  in  their 
triumph  over  the  dangers  by  which  they  are  for  the  moment  assailed." 

It  is  with  sincere  satisfaction  that  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  excel- 
lency these  sentiments  of  my  government ;  and  availing  myself  of  this  occasion, 
I  beg  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  my  cordial  esteem  and  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 

Hie  SxceUency  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Relations 

Of  the  Republic  (if  CkUL 
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PORTUGAL. 


Mr,  Harvey  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  162.]  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

Lisbon,  October  11,  1862. 

Sib  :  A  letter  from  Mr.  Spragae,  United  States  consul  at  Gibraltar,  informs 
me  that  the  storesbip  Release,  wbicb  recently  came  from  Fayal  to  notify  our 
naval  commanders  oi  the  piratical  expedition  near  Flores,  has  reached  Algeciras, 
and  is  now  lying  opposite  the  Sumter,  in  the  hope  of  detaining  the  latter  until 
another  and  a  better  ship  can  discharge  the  duty  of  guarding  the  movements  of 
that  pirate. 

As  yet  no  intelligence  has  been  received  from  the  Constellation  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, and  it  is  not  known  where  she  is  cruising.  I  have  requested  Mr. 
Sprague  to  communicate  with  all  our  consuls  in  that  sea,  so  that  the  desired  in- 
formation may  reach  her  commander,  who  is  doubtless  engaged  in  the  discharge 
of  his  dutv.  But  the  fact  that  there  is  a  want  of  concert  or  svstem  in  the  dis- 
position of  the  ships  which  have  been  sent  to  Europe  is  made  glaringly  manifest, 
when  we  do  not  know  where  to  address  the  senior  officer  on  a  most  urgent  oc- 
casion. 

A  simple  plan  might  be  easUy  adopted,  whereby  ministers  and  others  would 
be  informed  of  the  movements  of  these  few  ships,  and  how  to  reach  them  in  case 
of  necessity.  Without  some  such  plan  their  efficiency  and  value  will  be  materi- 
ally impaired. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  E.  HARVEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Harvey  to  Mr,  Seward 


No.  171.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lisbon^  November  5,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  apprehensions  expressed  in  my  despatches  for  several  months  past, 
when  I  repeatealy  urged  the  adoption  of  certaiin  precautions  by  the  Navy  De- 
partment, have  been  verified  by  serious  depredations  upon  our  commerce,  as  you 
must  have  learned  before  this  time. 

It  appears  from  news  just  received  here  that  the  piratical  cruiser  Alabama, 
after  destroying  a  large  number  of  whaling  ships  near  the  Azores,  steered  west- 
ward towards  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  so  as  to  be  in  the  track  of  regular 
trade  on  the  Atlantic,  where  several  other  vessels,  one  of  them  freighted  with 
flour  and  grain  for  this  port,  were  destroyed.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  as  soon 
as  that  intelligence  reached  Washington  prompt  measures  were  adopted  to  pro- 
tect our  outgoing  commerce. 

The  commander  of  the  Alabama  is  too  shrewd,  however,  to  expose  himself 
Tolnntarily  to  capture,  and  too  active  in  the  enemy's  service  to  remain  long  in 
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BB  offensive  to  the  dignity  and  good  name  of  Mexico  as  they'aie  giotmdlesi 
and  nnjust.  Bear-Admiral  Wilkes  allows  himself  to  saj  that  Captain  Urcelaj 
had  neither  appointment  nor  commission;  that  he  gathered  an  armed  force  aad 
took  possession  of  the  steamer,  as  if  this  were  done  of  his  own  motion  and  not 
under  instructions  &om  the  Mexican  authorities.  On  this  point,  however,  the 
undersigned  cannot  douht  that  the  official  declaration  of  the  governor  of  Tuonan, 
deserves  more  credit  from  the  government  of  the  United  States  than  the  suspi- 
cions of  Bear- Admiral  Wilkes,  growing  out  ol^l^t  some  one  or  other  may  hare 
told  him. 

The  rear-admiral  relates  in  this  manner  what  afterwards  happened:  that  he 
went  to  Havana  to  coal,  and  on  his  return  to  the  island  Mugeres  he  found  no 
answer  had  been  received  from  the  governor  of  Yucatan,  although  the  fixed  time 
of  ten  dayii  which  he  assures  us  was  settled  in  the  agreement  to  receive  such 
reply,  had  expired;  that  he  sent  Commander  Stevens  in  the  United  Steles 
steamer  Sonoma  to  Sisal  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  cause  of  dday  in 
proceedings  which  had  been  set  on  foot  for  ascertaining  whether  the  Noe  Baqni 
was  engaged  in  the  slave  trade.  The  rear-admiral  continues,  "In  such  ease," 
(that  it  were  not  proved  that  she  was  engaged  in  such  traffic,)  he  notifies  Cooi- 
monder  Stevens  that  he  must  inform  the  authorities  that  <'I  did  not  consider 
myself  bound  any  further  by  the  i^reement,  the  time  having  expired,  and  tiut 
I  should  act  as  if  the  vessel  was  ♦  •  •  confederate,  laden  with  contrabaDd 
of  war,  and  with  intent  to  run  the  blockade,  and  if  she  succeeded  in  this,  would 
probably  be  armed  as  a  confederate  corsair,"  for  which  he  thought  her  well 
adapted. 

In  this  alone  there  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  cause  more  thin 
sufficient^  regard  the  conduct  of  Bear- Admiral  Wilkes  not  only  as  contnuy 
to  the  teachings  of  international  law,  but  as  an  open  violation  of  the  eovereigntj 
of  Mexico. 

The  undersigned  does  not  believe  that  it  can  possibly  be  doubnted  that  tbe 
island  Mugeres  belongs  to  Mexico— that  the  bay  in  that  island  where  the  Noe 
Daqui  was  fallen  in  with  is  among  the  territorial  waters  of  the  republic — still 
less  that  sovereignty  over  the  territorial  waters  of  a  nation  belongs  wholly  to  iU 
government.  As  little  can  the  undersigned  believe  the  fact  can  be  questioned  that 
on  the  coming  of  Bear- Admiral  Wilkes  into  the  waters  of  island  Mugere*,  the 
Noe  Daqui  was  subjected  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Mexican  tribunals,  which 
placed  her  doubly  under  the  shield  of  the  Mexican  sovereignty. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  taking  possession  of  the  steamer  by  forces  of 
the  United  States  i£  a  proceeding  which  the  undei^igned  permits  himself  to  cdl 
highly  irregular. 

In  the  agreement,  by  virtue  of  which  Bear-Admiral  Wilkes  took  possession 
of  the  Noe  Baqui,  it  was  stipulated  that  she  should  rest  at  the  disposal  of  tbe 
Mexican  authorities,  alone  competent  in  the  matter.  The  literal  words  of  said 
agr^ment,  of  which  the  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy,  are  u 
follows :  "  It  is  stipulated  *  *  *  that  for  the 'better  secnri^  and  pro- 
tection of  \he  steamer  now  at  this  place,  of  her  cargo,  and  property  on  boiwd 
of  her.  Admiral  Wilkes  shall  take  possession  of  her  with  a  sufficient  guard  until 
the  Mexican  government  may  decide  what  is  the  character  of  said  steamer,  sad 
whether  or  no  she  be  a  slaver ;  and  if  the  government  decide  that  she  is,  dioi 
the  steamer  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Mexican  govemmait."  The  rear-admini 
asserts  that  the  term  within  which  the  decision  was  to  be  made  was  ten  days; 
and  even  excluding  the  idea  that  had  a  time  been  limited,  it  would  have  been  an 
absurd  stipulation.  Such  a  term  was  not  stipulated  in  the  so-called  agreement ; 
for  although  in  the  second  clause  of  such  paper  the  expression  ten  days  is  men- 
tioned, it  is  done  with  reference  to  the  schooner  Pepita,  and  indicating  only  that 
Bear-Admiral  Wilkes  would  return  -from  the  Havana  within  the  period  mentioned. 
Bear- Admiral  Wilkes,  by  giving,  without  doubt,  a  most  forc^  int^;|^tatkm,  which 
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nothing  can  justify,  to  the  clause  mentioned,  adopted  this  pretext  to  keep  the 
steamer,  and  sent  to  Sisal  to  Commander  Stevens  tnat  he  could  notify  the  gov- 
amor  of  Yucatan  that  he  could  not  wait  any  longer  time  for  the  solution  of  the 
culpability  or  inculpability  of  the  steamer;  that  he  did  not  consider  himself  any 
longer  bound  by  Uie  compromise  he  had  made  with  Captain  Urcelay,  as  well 
because  of  the  delay  specified,  as  because  such  agreement  had  been  violated  by 
depredations  which  he  averred  had  been  committed  on  the  cargo  of  the  schooner 
Pepita,  in  care  of  a  force  of  Captain  Urcelay's  which  had  t«uken  possession  of 
the  schooner;  that  he  had  the  certainty  that  the  steamer  was  destined  for  the 
service  of  the  insurgents ;  that  there  was  no  reason  for  regarding  her  as  a  slaver, 
and  he  had  resolved  to  make  her  prize  of  the  squadron  of  his  command. 

Commander  Stevens  did  not  go  to  the  place  where  the  governor  of  Yucatan 
was— 4kbsent  at  the  time  from  the  capital  of  the  state ;  he  contented  himself 
with  sending  him  a  communication,  and  without  awaiting  any  answer,  went 
back  to  island  Mugeres.  Immediately  after  the  return  of  Commander  Stevens, 
Bear- Admiral  Wilkes  made  out  that  he  left  the  steamer  absolutely  at  liberty ; 
he  made  the  crew  take  hier  outside  of  the  Mexican  waters  and  raise  the  insur- 
gent's flag,  captured  her,  and  ordered  her  to  Key  West,  leaving  the  schooner 
Pepita,  {t^r  having  taken  her  cargo  into  possession,)  which  was  afterwards 
taken  to  Sisal.  The  accuracy  of  these  acts  is  confirmed  by  the  relation  Bear- 
Admiral  Wilkes  gives  of  them  in  his  despatch  No.  5,  as  cited. 

After  this  narrative,  proved  by  official  documents,  and  even  by  the  despatches 
of  Bear- Admiral  Wilkes,  there  can  be  no  question  the  said  Bear-Admiral  violated 
the  Boverei^ty  of  Mexico  by  taking  from  under  it,  through  devices  unworthy 
an  officer  of  his  rank,  a  prize  that  was  in  subjection  to  the  .jurisdiction  of  the 
Mexican  courts,  and  attempting  previously  to  impose  terms  and  a  rule  of  conduct, 
at  his  pleasure,  upon  those  very  tribunals. 

It  is  not  hidden  from  the  undersigned  that  Bear- Admiral  Wilkes  alleges  in 
justification  of  his  inexcusable  conduct  that  the  Noe  Daqui  was  a.  confederate 
vessel  that  was  to  run  the  blockade  of  the  southern  ports,  and  that  there  was 
no  proof  at  all  that  she  was  engaged  in  the  slave  trade.  Excluding  from  view 
that  the  MexicaA  courts  were  those  alone  which  could  make  such  a  declaration, 
the  undersigned  cannot  abstain  from  noting  the  contradiction  into  which  Bear- 
Admiral  Wilkes  falls  by  saying  in  his  cited  despatch  that  the  bay  of  island 
Mugeres  is  a  point  frequented  by  slavers,  and  that,  undoubtedly,  the  Noe  Daqui 
had  been  in  the  trade.  Moreover,  the  undersigned  believes  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
state  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  that  not  only  the  charge  of  being 
a  slaver  weighed  against  the  Noe  Daqui,  but  also  that  of  having  violated  the 
revenue  laws  of  the  Mexican  ports,  on  ooth  which  accounts  the  proper  proceeds 
ings  at  law  were  being  taken. 

The  Jionorable  Secretary  of  State  appears  to  entertain  the  same  opinion  as 
Bear- Admiral  Wilkes  in  respect  to  the  Noe  Daqui  being  the  property  or  southern 
insurgents,  and  Intended  to  run  the  blockade,  as  appears  in.  the  note  which  he 
did  the  undersigned  tfie  honor  to  address  to  him,  dated  the  6th  of  March.  But 
in  such  event,  if  fully  established,  and  further,  even  in  case  the  vessel  had  lipen 
armed  for  a  cruise  by  the  rebels.  Bear- Admiral  Wilkes  should  not  have  arrogated 
the  powers  which  he  took.  His  duty  would  have  beea  to  await  the  sentence  of 
the  courts  of  Mexico,  and  if  in  virtue  of  such  the  steamer  were  set  at  liberty, 
to  arrange  for  her  capture  when  she  should  have  left  the  territorial  waters  of 
Mexico. 

Bear- Admiral  Wilkes,  moreover,  usurped  powers  inh^tent  to  the  national 
soveroignty  of  Mexico,  in  takine  depositions  and  exercising  judicial  acts  on 
Mexftan  territory,  in  flagrant  vi(Hation  of  the  laws  of  the  republic. . 

The  said  rear-admiral  did  not  confine  himself  to  committing  violations  referred 
to,  but  also  took  possession  of  the  schooner  Pepita,  which  Captain  Urcelay  had 
previously  taken  possession  of  with  a  Mexican  forces    He  land^j^^4jk^i^$mff  j 
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his  pt)wer,  took  the  crew  which  the  Pepita  had  brought  from  the  Hayana  for 
the  Noe  Daqni,  and  which  was  under  detention  hj  the  Mexican  authorities,  and 
subject  to  the  orders  of  the  proper  courts. 

In  recapitulation,  Bear-Amiral  Wilkes  has  violated  the  rights  of  Mexico— 

1st.  By  having  taken  possession,  within  Mexican  territoiy,  of  a  vessel  held 
subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Mexican  courts. 

2d.  In  not  having  allowed  the  sentence  of  the  Mexican  court  in  relatiim  te 
the  transfer  of  the  Noe  Daqui  to  the  port  of  Sisal  to  be  carried  into  effect 

dd.  In  having  deceptively  taken  the  said  steamer  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Mexican  courts. 

4th.  In  having  imposed  terms  on  the  Mexican  courts. 

5th.  In  having  exercised  in  Mexican  territory  judicial  acts  of  the  competency 
exclusively  of  Mexican  authorities. 

6th.  In  having  taken  possession  of  the  schooner  Pepita,  which  was  in  Mexi- 
can territory,  held  by  Mexican  soldiers,  and  subjected  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Mexican  courts. 

7th.  In  having,  by  force,  taken  possession  of  the  crew  brought  from  the  Ha- 
vana by  the  schooner  Pepita  for  the  Noe  Daqui,  which  was  in  Mexican  territory, 
and  subject  to  the  Mexican  courts* 

The  undersigned  cannot  doubt  for  a  moment  that  when  the  government  of  the 
United  States  has  intelligence  of  the  facts  referred  to,  and  the  ftiU  proof  by 
which  they  are  accompanied,  it  will  hasten  to  give  to  Mexico  all  the  satisfaction 
she  is  justly  entitled  to  for  the  offences  committed  against  her  sovereignty  and 
clearest  rights  by  Bear- Admiral  Wilkes. 

The  undersigned  profits  by  the  occasion  to  repeat  to  the  honorable  Wiffiam 
H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  the  assurances  of  his  i 
distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  i^. 


Mr.  Cortoin  to  Mr.  Settard. 


No.  40.]  Legation  op  the  United  States  op  Ambsica, 

Mexico,  April  16,  1863. 

Sift :  The  American  consul  here  having  a  leave  of  absence,  the  government 
here,  as  a  special Javor,  have  permitted  me  to  send  by  him  despatches  to  my 
government,  and  letters  to  my  friends.    He  will  deliver  them  at  Washington. 

Your  despatches  up  to  No.  66  have  been  received.  A  few  days  since  I  hid 
an  interview  with  the  Mexican  secretary  of  foreign  relations.  He  expressed 
much  satisfaction  at  having  received  from  Mr.  Romero  a  note,  saving  that  no 
trade  from  the  United  States  would  hereafter  be  permitted,  in  articles  us^fhl  in 
war,  to  either  France  or  Mexico.  This,  I  think,  will  prooably  soothe  the  iiri- 
tatien  occasioned  by  the  correspondence  with  Mr.  Romero,  which  you  forwarded 
to  me,  and  which  was  ddivered  by  me  to  the  state  department  here. 

The  progress  of  the  French  war  presents  puzzles  to  all  not  in  die  eabinet 
secrets  of  the  Emperor.  It  is  conceded  that  he  wishes  to  take  Puebla.  He  has 
been  before  that  city  just  one  month.  It  has  not  surrendered.  He  has  taken 
Fort  St.  Javier,  said  to  be  the  weakest  of  those  which  protect  the  city,  and, 
from  that  point,  has  made  a  lodgment  within  the  walls,  occupying  six  blocks  in 
that  subuTD.  According  to  our  intelligence,  any  attannt  made  to  advance  has 
been  repulsed ;  in  one  a  company  of  Zouaves  was  captured  by  the  Mexican  wro&B. 

If  the  French  wish  to  capture  Puebla,  the  reason  why  it  is  not  done  seems  to 
be  because,  with  their  present  force,  they  eannot.  Re-enfbrcemeats  from  Franeet 
to  the  number  of  3,000  or  4,000,  lately  landed  at  Vera  Gruz,  are^now  on  their 
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suurch  to  join  the  army  at  Poebla.  It  is  Barmised  that  Greneral  Forey  waits  for 
the  arrived  of  these  troops,  and  will,  when  thej  reach  him,  make  a  more  vigor- 
ous assault. 

The  Mexican  people  greedily  devour  every  article  of  news  from  Europe. 
They  hope  a  mptnre  will  take  place  touching  the  further  occupation  of  Rome 
by  French  troops,  or  by  the  Polish  disturbances  on  the  further  occupation  of 
Yenetia  by  Austria;  but,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  their  last  and  surest  hope  lies, 
in  the  establishment  of  our  old  Union,  which  they  believe  would  exert  a  con- 
trolling influence  against  the  occupation  of  this  country  by  any  monarchy  of 
Europe. 

I  send  duplicate  despatches  of  those  recently  despatched  by  the  Acapulco 
ioute,  as  the  transit  from  here  to  Acapulco  has  proved  hitherto  unsafe. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  OORWIN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  U.  S.  -4.,  Wcuhington,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Corwin, 


No.  72.]  Dbpabtment  op  State, 

Washington,  April  18, 1863/ 

Sir  :  I  have  submitted  to  the  President  your  very  interesting  despatch  of 
the  lltb  of  Marcl^  (No.  39,)  with  its  accompaniments. 

While  the  misapprehension  by  the  government  of  Mexico  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  United  States  in  regard  to  the  question  of  shipments  for  Mexico,  which 
you  describe,  is  regretted  by  the  President,  he  does  not  suffer  himself  to  doubt 
that  it  will  give  way  before  the  clear  explanations  which  have  been  made  upon 
the  subject  to  the  representative  of  Mexico  here,  and  of  which  you  have  been 
advised. 

Your  proceedings  with  relation  to  the  request  of  the  late  Prussian  minister  at 
Mexico,  that  you  would  assume  the  protection  of  subjects  of  the  King  of 
Prussia  and  of  other  European  powers  in  that  republic,  during  the  suspension 
of  the  several  European  legations  there*  are  approved  by  the  President  The 
first  responsibility  of  a  minister  is  to  practice  fidelity  to  the  interests  of  the 
state  whose  credentials  he  bears;  the  second  is  the  exercise  of  perfect  good 
faith,  respect  and  courtesy  to  the  government  of  the  country  to  which  he  is 
aecreditea.  A  minister  is  not  only  at  liberty,  but  he  is  morally  bound,  to  render 
all  the  good  offices  he  can  to  other  powers,  and  their  subjects,  consistently  with 
the  disdiarge  of  those  principal  responsibilities  I  have  described.  But  it  belongs 
to  the  state  where  the  minister  resides  to  decide,  in  every  case,  in  what  man- 
ner and  in  what  d^ee  such  good  offices  shall  be  rendered,  and,  indeed,  whether 
they  shall  be  tolerated  at  afl.  No  abridgment  of  this  sovereign  right  can  be 
insisted  upon,  imless,  indeed,  the  government  of  that  state  manifestly  refrises 
to  acknowledge  or  to  give  effect  to  some  of  the  entirely  admitted  principles  of 
morality,  recognized  as  constituting  the  basis  of  the  laws  of  nature  and  the  law 
of  nations.  Not  only  has  this  government  no  such  complaint  to  make  against 
Mexico,  but,  on  the  contrary,  in  all  its  intercourse  with  that  republic,  it  has 
been  impressed  with  the  evidences  of  a  high  degree  of  virtue  and  enlighten- 
ment. That  government  deservedly  enjoys  not  only  the  respect  but  the  good 
wishes,  and,  so  far  as  natural  affections  are  allowable,  the  sympathy  of  the 
United  States  in  its  present  unhappy  embarrassments  with  foreign  powers. 
The  President,  therefore,  remits  you,  for  your  government  in  regard  to  the 
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SaeBtions  Dreaented,  to  the  rules  you  have  prescribed  to  yourself,  so  long  as 
iiey  shall  oe  satisfactory  to  the  govemment  of  Mexico. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Thomas  Cobwin,  Esq. 


Mr.  Cormn  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract] 


No.  41.]  Le«ation  of  thb  United  States  op  America, 

Mexico,  May  1,  1863. 
gig.       *•••••••• 

In  relation  to  public  matters  here,  nothing  has  occurred  to  change  the  gen- 
eral aspects  since  my  last  letter  to  the  department.  The  French  army,  under 
General  Forey,  has  been  before  Puebla  for  forty-five  days.  It  haa  obtained 
possession  of  one  fort  (St.  Javier)  and  five  or  six  blocks  of  the  city,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  that  fort.  Small  detachments  of  troops  are  reported,  from 
day  to  day,  to  be  fighting  in  houses  and  streets,  hand  to  hand,  with  the  Mexi- 
can troops  under  Ortega,  within  the  city,  whilst  General  Gomonfort,  with  a 
force  of  about  15,000  of  all  arms,  is  at  or  near  San  Martin,  a  short  distance 
fi»m  Puebla.  The  Freneji  forces  under  Forey  are  estimated  at  22,000  effective 
men.  It  is  a  question  with  military  men,  whether  the  French  will  ever  take 
Puebla  without  further  re-enforcements  from  France.  Rumor,  and  perhaps  ex- 
tracts from  French  papers,  promise  still  further  troops  from  France,  but  I 
believe  there  is  not  yet  anything  certainly  known  here  as  to  these  rumored  re- 
enforcements. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

.       THOMAS  CORWIN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Seioard  to  Mr.  Cortcin. 


No.  74.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  May  12,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  February  last,  Mr.  Romero,  charg^  d'affaires  of  Mexico,  brought  to 
my  attention  certain  complaints  which  had  been  made  to  him  by  the  Mexican 
consul  at  Brownsville,  Texas,  and  the  vice-consul  at  Franklin,  New  Mexico,  of 
forcible  impressments  of  Mexican  citizens,  residing  in  the  Territory  of  New 
Mexico,  ipto  the  military  service  of  the  United  States.  The  subject  was  im- 
mediately laid  before  the  Secretary  of  War,  whose  reply  was  communicated  to 
Mr.  Romero  on  the  2d  of  April,  and  by  him,  doubtless,  transmitted  tb  his 
govemment. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has,  by  a  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  received  to-day, 
laid  before  me  a  copy  of  a  communication  addressed  to  the  general-in -chief  by 
Brigadier  General  Carlton,  commanding  in  New  Mexico,  upon  the  same  sub- 
ject, a  copy  of  which  I  enclose  to  you,  as  Mr.  Romero  has  taken  leave  of  the 
govemment  and  is  now  en  route  to  his  home. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  a  copy  of  this  document  to  the  Mexican 
govemment. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  ^<-^ 

WILLIAM  H.-®£WABD. 

Thomas  Corwin,  Esq.,  ^c,  ^r.,  ^.,  Mexico. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Cortoin. 

No.  77.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  22,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  enclose,  herewith,  a  copy  of  a  despatch,  dated  the  4th  of  March,  fi*om 
the  United  States  consul  at  Matamoras,  and  a  translation  of  the  order  referred 
to,  which  points  out  the  practical  discrimination  in  favor  of  the  rebels  in  Texas, 
and  of  their  illicit  traffic  across  the  frontier  resulting  from  that  order. 

I  have  to  request  you  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  Mexican  government  to 
this  cause  of  complaint,  and  to  request  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  will 
correct  the  evil. 

The  attention  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut  has  b  een  called  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  to  the  suggestion  of  Consul  Kice,  as  to  the  importance  of  having  a 
vessel-of-war  in  that  quarter. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H,  SEWARD. 

Thomas  Corwin,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,  Mexico. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Corwin, 


No.  78.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  8,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  May  1  (No.  41)  has  been  received,  and  yourproceed- 
ingin  relation  to  tne  case  of  Ignacio  Loperano,  as  therein  reported,  is  approved. 

The  French  steamer,  which  arrived  at  New  York  from  Havana  last  week, 
furprised  the  country  with  the  news  of  the  surrender  of  Puebla,  with  the  whole 
of  the  Mexican  garrison,  to  the  French  army  of  occupation,  after  the  defeat  of 
General  Gomonlort  in  a  moveiflent  which  he  was  making  for  the  relief  of  that 
town.  Assuming  this  information  to  be  true,  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Mexico 
is  supposed  to  have  become  by  this  time  exceedingly  critical. 

I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  give  you  any  definite  information  concerning 
iniKtary  events  in  our  own  country.  You  will  have  already  learned  of  the 
active  operations  which  have  been  instituted  by  General  Grant  and  General 
Banks  upon  the  Mississippi.  We  are  awaiting  the  results  with  much  anxiety. 
The  tone  of  the  public  mind  is  generally  pure,  and  the  confidence  of  the  country 
in  our  financial  system  is  perhaps  the  best  possible  evidence  of  the' confidence 
of  the  people  in  ihe  ultimate  success  of  the  government. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Thomas  Corwin,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  ^,,  Mexico, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Corwin, 

No.  82.]  .  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  August  8,  1863. 
Sir  ;  Your  very  important  despatch  of  the  26th  of  June  has  been  received. 
It  confirms  the  information,  otherwise  received,  that  the  French  army  has 
entered  and  occupied  the  capital  of  Mexico,  and  that  a  provisional  government 
has  been  inaugurated  there,  under  the*  protection  of  the  imperial  forces ;  that 
the  Mexican  government,  to  which  you  were  accredited,  has  retired  to  the  city 
of  San  Luis  JrotosL  and  established  itself  at  that  place ;  aad  that  the  country  , 

4  ^.^n.^^^^y     ^^^^j^.^ 
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is  now  divided  between  two  governments,  which  still  remain  in  hostile  attitude. 
The  President  is  inclined  to  approve  the  decision  jon  made  in  declining,  under 
the  circumstances,  the  invitation  of  the  Mexican  government  to  leave  the  an- 
cient capital  and  to  repair  to  San  Luis. 

•  What  would  be  the  most  convenient  and  favorable  position  for  the  legation, 
with  reference  to  the  protection  of  American  rights  in  Mexico,  is  a  question  that  * 
depends  much  on  contingencies  of  war,  which,  though  they  may  be  inuninent, 
catmot,  at  least  at  this  distance  from'the  theatre  of  conflict,  be  anticipated.  It  is 
not  perceived  how  you  could  effectually  assert  those  interests  at  the  present 
moment  by  representations  to  the  government  at  San  Luis,  which  is  cut  off  £pom 
communication  with  the  legation,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  you  will  not  be  ex- 
^  pected  to  address  yourself,  under  present  circumstances,  to  the  new  provisionai 
government  which  bears  sway  at  the  capital. 

The  President  fully  appreciates  the  great  and  unwearied  labors  you  have 
performed  in  your  mission,  and  the  circumstances  which  render  a  temponoy 
relief  from  them  desirable  on  your  part  He  has  thought  that,  probably,  the 
present  juncture,  when  things  in  regard  to  the  future  of  Mexico  are  depending 
on  dispositions  and  events  uiere,  with  which  a  minister  of  a  foreign  imd  fi^oidlj 
power  cannot  lawfully  interfere,  may,  perhaps,  be  the  most  suitable  one  for  the 
allowance  of  the  indulgence  which  you  have*  asked.  But  he  desires  to  leave 
this  point  to  your  own  better-informed  discretion.  Ton  will,  therefore,  have 
•  leave  of  absence,  to  begin  at  such  time  as  yon  may  think  proper  after  this 
communication  reaches  you,  and  may  return  to  the  United  States  to  confer  with 
this  department,  and  to  await  the  further  directions  of  the  President.  You  w3I 
make  such  arrangements  for  the  custody  of  the  archives  and  the  transaction  of 
the  mere  routine  duties  of  the  legation  during  your  absence  as  shall  seem  ex- 
pedient 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedi^it  servant, 

WILLLAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Thomas  Gobwik,  £sq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc„  Meocieo. 
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BRAZIL. 


Mr.  Seward,  to  Mr.  Webb. 

Department  of  State, 

WaahtTigUm,  October  21,  1862. 

Sir:  Yonr  despatch  of  Angast  23  (No.  22)  has  been  submitted  to  the  Presi- 
dent. 

The  incidents  which  jon  have  given  to  illustrate  the  relations  between  Brazil 
and  European  powers  are  interesting  and  iqetmctive. 

You  will  alr^dj  have  received  the  instructions  concerning  four  insurgent  ves- 
sels at  Bio  Janeiro,  which  you  seem  to  have  been  expecting  at  the  time  when 
your  despatch  was  written. 

Your  nirther  proceedings  in  that  case  as  reported  are  approved. 

The  President  approves,  also,  your  prompt  and  energetic  proceedings  in  re- 
gard to  the  ofiScers  of  the  Palmetto,  and  he  will  not  su£Fer  himself  to  doubt  that 
we  Brazilian  government  will  promptly  yield  the  satisfaction  which  you  have 
so  peremptorily  claimed,  if  the  facts,  as  presented  4iO  you,  shall  not  be  success- 
fully controverted. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  the  pleasure  of  assuring  you  that  the  vigilance,  activity, 
and  energy  with  which  you  are  disdiaiging  the  responsibilities  of  your  import- 
ant mission  are  recognized  and  gratefully  acknowledged  by  the  President. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABl). 

Jambs  Watson  Webb,  Esq. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Webb. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington^  October  21,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  recur  to  your  despatch  No.  22,  for  the  purpose  of  noticing  your  sug- 
gestions in  regard  to  domestic  affairs. 

As  misfortunes  seldom  come  singly,  so  the  reverses  which  befel  the  national 
arms  at  Bichmond  proved  to  be  the  beginning  of  a  series  of  grave  disasters,  and 
of  even  more  serious  alarms.  The  campaign  begun  by  the  insurgents  with  the 
design  of  securing  the  loyal  border  States,  and  even  threatening  the  loyal  free 
States,  and  thus  obtaining  the  capitulation  of  Washington,  was  prosecuted  with 
so  mucli  secrecy  and  reserve  that  its  details  were  not  even  Mly  understood  in 
this  country  before  its  failure  occurred.  The  conspirators  were  more  communica- 
tive in  Europe.  They  had  awakened  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  success 
in  political  circles  on  that  continent,  and  the  government  here  was  favored  with 
persuasions  to  adapt  itself  to  die  altered  ^rtunes  which  were  before  it,  and 
study  how  to  obtain  a  possible  substitute  for  the  Union  and  the  blessed  institu- 
tions which  were  to  be  forever  lost  The  President  met  the  new  emergencv  as 
you  have  already  seen.  It  is  believed  that  the  insurrection  has  at  no  time  been 
so  weak,  or  the  Union  so  strong,  as  it  is  now. 

We  are  still  hearing  of  intrigues  abroad  for  recognition  or  for  intervention^' 
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but  they  do  not  disturb  the  public  confidence.  The  laxitj  shown  by  the  Britkh 
government  in  enforcing,  or  rather  in  failing  to  enforce  its  proclaimed  neutrality* 
is  producing  fitful  and  annoying  discontents. 

We  are  building  a  navy  with  wl  the  despatch  that  ample  resources,  materials, 
and  labor  can  secure.  Nevertheless,  we  are  obliged  to  bear  many  misfortunes 
and  endure  some  painful  humiliations  that  tuunot  be  prevented,  because  we  can- 
not increase  that  aespatch. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

James  Watson  Wkbb,  Esq. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Webb. 


No.  48.]  Department  of  State, 

Wcuhington,  December  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  November  7  (No.  28)  has  been  received.  Your  note 
written  to  the  Marquis  d'Abrantes  on  the  subject  of  a  proposed  international  ar- 
rangement of  postal  communication  is  approved. 

Your  proceeding  in  submitting  to  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  a  copy  of  my 
circular  relative  to  the  President's  proclamation  of  the  23d  of  September  is  ap- 
proved. There  are  passages,  however,  in  the  note  whicti  on  that  occasion,  you 
addressed  to  the  Marquis  d'Abrantes,  which  show  that  you  did  not  apprehend 
exactly  the  character  of  the  proclamation ;  and,  of  course,  some  ofyour  remarks 
resulting  from  that  misapprehension  would  require  qualification.  To  this  extent 
the  President  does  not  desire  to  be  regarded  as  approving  of  your  note  to  the 
Marquis  d'Abrantes.  And,  indeed,  he  thinks  it  prudent  to  limit  his  approba- 
tion of  that  paper  by  the  extent  in  which  it  accords  with  the  circular  unon  which 
the  note  is  a  commentary.  The  President,  at  the  same  time,  satisfied  of  your 
good  faith,  loyalty,  and  zeal,  directs  that  it  shall  be  left  to  vour  own  discretion 
in  what  way  to  make  the  explanations  to  the  Marquis  d'Abrantes  which  this 
despatch  renders  necessary. 

I  am,  air^your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  jaC.  SEWAfiD. 

James  Watson  Webb,  Esq. 


Mr.  Webb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[BxtnM^t] 


No.  42.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Petropolis,  March  9,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  British  steam  packet  Magdalena  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the  5th, 
bringing  despatches  Nos.  46,  47,  48,  49,  and  50 ;  and  circulars  Nos.  14  and  29. 

I  immediately  enclosed  to  the  secretary  of  foreign  affairs  a  copy  of  despatch 
No.  49,  and  took  occasion  to  cancel  so  much  of  my  despatch  to  the  Miu^ois 
d'Abrantes,  in  relation  to  the  President's  proclamation  of  the  22d  of  September, 
as  conflicted  with  the  spirit  of  that  all-important  document,  and  of  whicn  I  most 
cordially  and  unreservedly  approve. 

The  copy  of  my  despatch  enclosed  herewith  will,  I  trust,  prove  satisfiujtory, 
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as  it  certamly  is  intended  to  demonstrate  that  all  that  has  been  done  in  the 

way  of  manmnission  is  in  strict  compliance  with  the  Constitution  and  the  law. 
#  •  #  #  •  #  •  •  •• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectftilly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  4^. 


Mr.  Wehh  to  the  Marquii  d*Ahrantes. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Petropolii,  March  7,  1863. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  from  the 
United  States,  has  the  honor  to  enclose  to  his  Excellency  the  Marquis 
d'Abrantes,  counsellor  to  his  Majesty  the  Emperor,  minister  and  secretary  of 
state  for  foreign  aflFairs,  a  copy  of  a  circular  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  beariog  date  the  3d  January,  1863,  enclosing  a  proclamation, 
issued  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  on  the  1st  of  January,  1863, 
giving  freedom  to  the  slaves  held  in  bondage  by  the  States,  and  parts  of  Spates, 
in  insurrection  against  the  United  States  on  that  day.  This  proclamation  was 
issued  in  conformity  to  the  pledge  contained  in  the  proclamation  from  the  same 
high  source  bearing  date  the  22d  of  September  last,  and  was  resorted  to  by  the 
Executive  as  a  military  ;iecessitv.  The  Constitution  gives  the  President  of  the 
United  States  no  right  to  abolish  slavery  in  those  States  where  it  exists  under 
the  local  law;  but  both  the  Constitution  and  the  law  invest  him  with  extraordi- 
nary powers  to  put  down  insurrection, punish  traitors,  and  suppress  rebellion; 
and  it  was  in  the  legitimate  exercise  of  this  necessary  war  power  that  the 
proclamations  of  the  22d  of  September  and  3d  of  January  were  issued,  and 
win  produce  such  mighty  results  upon  the  future  destinies  of  the  United  States. 
Slavery  can  only  be  abolished,  under  the  war  power  with  which  the  President  is 
clothed,  in  those  districts  of  the  country  in  open  rebellion  against  the  United 
States.  Consequently,  it  is  not  abolished  in  the  more  northern  slave  States  of 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Missouri,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee,  and  in  certain  por-  • 
tions  of  Virginia  and  Louisiana.  Therefore,  the  attention  of  the  undersigned 
has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  he  committed  an  error,  or  wrote  hastily,  when 
he  said,  as  he  did  in  the  copy,  sent  to  Washington,  of  his  note  to  your  ex- 
cellency of  the  3d  of  November  last,  that  the  proclamation  of  the  22d  of 
September  **  manumits  on  the  first  of  January  next  all  the  slaves  in  the  United 
States:' 

The  phrase  should  have  read  "virtually  manumits  on  the  first  day  of  January 
next  all  the  slaves  in  the  United  States;"  and  if  the  word  *' virtually"  is 
engrossed  in  the  copy  of  the  despatch  sent  to  your  excellency,  it  is  well ;  if 
not,  it  should  be  substituted;  because  the  Executive  of  the  United  States 
never  claimed,  and  has  never  attempted  to  exercise,  the  power  of  manumitting 
slaves,  except  where  their  masters  were  in  open  insurrection,  and  their  property 
thereby  had,  under  the  law  and  the  Constitution,  become  forfeited  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States. 

The  slave  population  of  the  United  States,  by  the  census  of  1860,  was 
3,953,760;  and  in  round  numbers  may  be  put  down  aXfour  millians.  The 
circular  from  the  State  Department,  herewitK  enclosed,  conmiunicates  the 
pleasing  intelligence,  that  by  the  proclamation  of  the  1st  of  January,  1863, 
''the  number  of  slaves  thus  restorea  to  freedom  is  about  three  and  one«half 
niiUions,'*  or  seven-eighths  of  the  whole  number.  And  thus,  that  proclamation 
"virtually"  gives  freedom  to  all;  because  the  moral  effect  of  thus  confiscating.^ 
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and,  as  a  war  m^ifinre,  emancipating  sevm-eighfhs  of  onr  slare  popnlatioo, 
secures  the  freedom  of  the  remaining  one-eighth  by  purchase  from  their  owners. 

1  have,  also,  the  honor  to  enclose  a  circiUar  from  the  Postmaster  General  of 
the  United  States,  naming  the  2d  Monday  in  May  next  as  a  convenient  day  for 
the  meeting  at  Paris  of  the  International  Postal  Convention,  and  I  am  in- 
stmcted  to  invite  the  special  attention  of  the  Brassilian  gorermnent  to  thifl 
interesting  subject. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  your  excel- 
lency his  sentiments  of  respect  and  most  distinguished  consideration. 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 

His  Excellency  the  Marquis  d'Abrantbs, 

Councillor  to  his  Imperial  Majesty ,  ^i^.,  ^. 


Mr,  Webb  to  Mr.  Seward. 


[ExtraoiB.] 

Lboatiopi  of  the  United  States, 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  May  7, 1863. 
Sir  ;  The  English  steamer  brought  me  despatches  frt>m  our  consul  at  Po^ 
ZMunbuco,  copies  of  which  I  enclose,  marked  1  and  2.    These  came  to  hand  bj 

the  second  ddivery  on  Monday  evening. 

•  ••  •  ♦  •  •  *•  • 

Before  retirmg  to  rest,  I  addressed  to  the  Marquis  d'Abrantes  •the  despttch 
marked  No.  3;  and  after  it  had  been  copied,  on  Tuesday  morning,  I  took  it  in 
person  to  the  foreign  office.  I  saw  the  under  secretary,  who  informed  me  dist 
the  president  of  Pemambuco  had  reported  to  the  government  the  proceedings  of 
the  Alabama  at  Fernando  de  Noronha,  and  that  I  would  probably  find  the 
Marquis  at  the  chamber  of  deputies.  I  accordingly  drove  to  the  chamber, 
where,  after  great  delay,  I  ascertained  that  he  had  gone  to  his  residence  on 

Botofoffa  bay,  some  four  miles  distant,  complaining  of  indispositioiL 

♦  •  •  •  •^••*.»  • 

We  met  at  four  o'clock,  and  after  listening  to  my  r^resentations,  in  tbe 
course  of  which  I  pointed  out  the  animus  of  the  English  consul,  in  furnishing 
our  consul  with  a  copy  of  his  report  from  the  officers  of  the  Oneida,  which  was 
calculated  to  excite  ul  blood  between  the  United  States  and  Brazil,  he  heartOj 
expressed  his  regret  at  what  had  occurred,  and  his  determination  to  btre 
written  me  a  note  in  anticipation  of  receiving  one  from  me;  in  which  note  he 
intended  to  express  the  determination  of  the  government  to  remove  and  other- 
wise punish  the  offending  governor  of  Fernando  de  Noronha.  I  expressed  my 
satisfaction  at  this;  and  said  I  had  refused  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the 
under  secretary  to  leave  the  despatch  at  the  foreign  office,  because  1  anticipated 
Hie  willingness  of  the  government  to  act  without  prompting,  in  which  esse  I 
could  abstain  from  giving  him  the  despatch,  and,  therefore,  had  opened  it  mysdt 
and  obtained  his  consent  to  read  it  to  him  in  advance,  in  order  that  I  wAX 
withdraw  it  in  case  he  was  prepared  to  take  the  initiative;  and  I,  accordingl/f 
offered  to  retain  my  despatch  and  assume  that  I  had  not  written  it.  He  said 
"No;  your  despatch  makes  no  claim  at  present,  but  leaves  the  whole  qu«»ti<m 
to  the  justice  of  Brazil;  a  compliment  which  we  appreciate,  and  I  wiD  lay  it 
before  his  Majesty  the  E^eror." 

I  then  inform^  him  that  it  was  my  intention  to  have  returned  to  Petropoiii 
on  that  day.  And  as  it  was  not  possible  to  return  until  I  had  received  an 
official  communication  from  him  on  this  subject,  and  forwarded  it  to  yon,  X 
indulged  the  hope  that  he  would  give  me  his  reply  to  jfny  ABspatch^^hk  earlieat 
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conyenlence.  He  assured  me  it  should  be  in  my  possession  last  evening.  It 
failed  to  arrive,  however,  and  at  9  o'clock  this  (Thursday)  morning  I  was  again 
at  his  house  on  Botofoga  bay,  determined  to  have  an  interview  with  him  before 
he  went  to  his  office  or  the  s^iate,  or  chamber  of  deputies,  where  he  is  in 
attendance  daily,  there  being  a  kind  of  ministerial  crisis  pending,  and  it  being 
the  right  and  duty  of  ministers  to  speak  in  both  houses  in  defence  of  their 
measures. 

He  laughed  at  my  pertinacity  in  persisting  in  having  his  reply  in  possession 
at  once,  and  promised  it  for  this  evening. 

It  was  whispered  to  me  that  a  BraziHan  coasting  steamer  arrived  last  evening 
from  Pemambuco,  with  two  days*  later  news,  which  was  the  cause  of  my  not 
getting  a  despatch  last  night.  I  know  not  how  ^lis  may  affect  the  question ; 
but  if  the  facts  on  investigation  turn  out  as  represented,  I  have  not  a  doubt  in 
regard  to  the  action  of  the  imperial  government. 

Thursday,  4  o'clock  p.  m. 

1  received  the  promised  despatch  af  1.35  p.  m.,  instead  of  11  a.  m.,  and  imme- 
diately came  to  the  city  and  had  it  translated  by  the  consul's  clerk,  and  enclose 
it  herewith,  marked  No.  4.  Ton  will  perceive  it  covers  the  whole  ground,  and 
that  the  officer  in  command  has  been  removed,  in  consequence  of  an  investigation 
into  the  affiur,  made  by  the  president  of  the  province  of  Pemambuco.  It  is 
only  just  to  the  imperiiu  government  to  bear  in  mind,  that  previous  to  any  such 
formal  investigation,  and  upon  the  mere  prima  fcuiie  aspect  of  the  case,  and 
general  rumor,  the  commandant's  removal  was  determined  upon  and  reported 
to  me. 

I  shall,  of  course,  address  a  letter  to  the  government  immediately  on  my 
letom  to  Petropolis,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  Marquis  d'Abrantes's 
despatch,  and  thanking  him  for  the  promptness  which  the  imperial  government 
has  exhibited  in  punishing  one  of  its  officials  for  his  neglect  of  duty,  and  I 
hope  in  due  time  to  receive  from  you  a  despatch  on  this  subject,  to  be  sent  to 
the  foreign  office. 

I  hav^the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  8fc. 


No.  1. 
'^  Mr.  AdaiMon  to  Mr.  WOb. 

IjRnxD  Statib  Consvlatb, 

Pemambuco,  April  27,  1863. 

Sib:  I  am  under  the  very  painful  neoeseity  of  announcing  to  yon  the  destmction,  by  the 
piiate  Alabama,  of  six  American  veaeels. 

The  Y&ty  short  time  between  this  and  the  aailins  of  the  Sufi^idi  mail  packet  will  prevent 
me  from  giving  yon  the  full  piurticnlars.  I  can  only  say  now,  tliat  the  Bnudlian  schooner 
Sergipano  arrived  here  yesterday  from  the  island  of  Fernando  de  Noronha,  with  sixty-one 
pertons  on  IxMud  as  passengers,  being  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  schooner  Kingfisher,  of 
Pairhaven,  ship  Nora,  of  Boston,  ship  Charles  Hill,  of  Boston,  and  ship  Louisa  Hatch,  of 
Bookland,  Maine.    The  crews  of  these  vessels  are  under  my  protecticiK 

The  schooner  Kingfisher  was  a  whaling  vessel  of  121  tons  burden.  She  was  Ci4;>taied 
by  the  Alabama  on  the  23d  of  March  off  Fernando  de  Noronha. 

l^e  ship  Nora  was  captured  on  the  26th  of  March,  latitude  1^  23'  north,  longitude  26^ 
Slowest. 

The  ship  Charfes  Hill  was  captured -ft  the  same  time  and  place. 

The  Louisa  Haich  was  taken  on  the  4th  of  April,  latitude  3^  13'  south,  longitude  26^ 
W  west.    The  first  vessel  had  about  thirty  barrels  of  oil  on  board.    ^^  ^  ,_^      ^OOQIc 
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The  second  waa  from  Liverpool,  bonnd  to  CalcuUa,  with  1,620  tons  salt. 

The  third  was  from  Liverpool  for  Montevideo,  with  999  tons  salt ;  and  the  fourth  was 
from  Gardifif,  bound  for  Point  de  Galle,  Ceylon,  laden  with  1,033  tons  of  coals  for  the  P.  & 
0.  &  Co. 

The  pirate  stripped  the  yessels  of  their  small  stores,  chronometers,  ftc.,  took  Id]  the 
money  from  the  captain,  about  280  tons  of  coal  from  the  Louisa  Hatch,  and  then  burned 
the  vessels. 

From  the  10th  to  the  16th  of  April  the  Alabama  was  in  the  port  of  the  island  of  Fer- 
nando de  Noronha ;  during  tills  time,  viz.,  on  the  15th  of  April,  the  Alabama  captured  in 
Brazilian  waters  two  other  American  vessels,  viz  ,  the  brig  Kate  Coming,  of  Weetporl,  and 
the  liifftyette,  of  New  Bedford.  These  vessels  were  touching  for  supplies.  The  Alabama 
went  out  and  seized  them  within  two  miles  of  the  shore.  The  pirate  set  fire  to  and  de- 
stroyed the  Lafayette  immediately.  He  towed  the  Kate  Coming  to  the  anchorage,  which 
constitutes  the  only  harbor  of  the  island,  and,  about  four  days  after,  to<^  her  out  in  com- 
pany with  the  Louisa  Hatch  and  Vuraed  both,  and  this  within  two  miles  of  the  shore. 

Comment  is  quite  unnecessary.  It  is  impossible  to  say  what  complications  may  arise 
from  these  circumstances,  and  I  would,  therefore,  be  happy  to  receive  any  advice  you  may 
have  to  offer. 

I  remain,  with  the  highest  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

•  THOBiAS  ADAMSOK,  Jr.,  Ommd. 

Jaxbb  Watbon  WiBB,  Esq.,  ^6.,  fyc-,  ^e. 


Tbuxaubuoo,  AprU  27,  1863. 

Teb  Alabama. — ^We  have  just  had  news  of  this  famous  privateer  by  a  vessel  from  Fer- 
nando de  Noronha;  off  this  coast.  She  has  captured  and  burned  the  following  federal 
ships:  Kingfisher,  Thomas  E.  Lambert,  on  23d  March  ;  ship  Charles  Hill,  Percival,  on  26tii 
March ;  ship  Nora,  C.  E.  Adams,  on  the  same  day ;  ship  Lewis  Hatch,  Wm.  Grant  Tbk 
last  ship  was  proceeding  from  Cardiff  to  Point  Qalle,  consigned  to  a  French  company  with 
coals.    The  brigantine  Kate  and  the  Lafayette  were  taken  on  the  17th. 

It  seems  that 'the  captain  (Semmes)  and  the  governor  of  Fernando  were  mutually  polite— 
exchanging  visits,  and  driving  out  together.  The  captain  bought  everything  of  which  he 
stood  in  need,  and  landed  his  prisoners.  The  Kate  and  the  Lafayette  were  taken  on'the 
17th,  close  to  the  island.  The  masters  of  these  vessels,  suspecting  nothing,  had  taken 
their  boats  ashore  to  water,  and  from  the  shore  witnessed  the  burning  of  their  ships. 
They  say  that  the  governor  protested  against  this  act  being  committed  in  Brazilian  waters. 

Sixty-two  prisoners  have  been  landed  here,  (Pernambuco,)  and  forty-four  were  remaioing 
on  the  island.    Eleven  Englishmen  had  entered  for  the  privateer.  , 

The  foremost  men  of  the  captured  vessels  wSre  put  in  irons  whilst  on  board  the  privateer, 
and  lost  whatever  money  they  may  have  had,  but  were  allowed  to  retain  all  articles  of  ase, 
as  watches,  rings,  &c.  The  masters  were  allowed  to  give  their  parole,  but,  in  reference  to 
property,  fared  in  the  same  way  as  th^  rest  of  the  crews. 


No.  2. 

Mr.  Thonuu  F.  WUaan  to  Mr,  Webb. 

Consulate  or  thi  UNiriD  Statu, 

Bakia,  ApnSt  29,  18(3. 

Sis  :  I  have  .this  moment  learned  that  the  pirate  Alabama  is  off  the  coast  of  Braail,  north 
of  Pernambuco,  destroying  American  merchantmen. 

Through  the  politeness  of  the  British  consul,  of  this  city,  I  have  been  allowed  to  cofiy 
the  report  furnished  him  by  the  cheers  of  the  British  mail  steamer  from  Southamptdo, 
which  I  herewith  enclose  you  for  your  information.  Ton  will,  perhaps,  have  been  fumithed 
by  our  consul  at  Pemambuco  with  the  particulars  of  these  recent  exploits ;  but  fearing  that 
by  some  accident  you  may  not  have  received  such  information,  I  lay  before  you  all  I  have 
on  the  subject. 

In  haste,  yours,  most  respectfully, 

•  THOMAS  F.  WILSON. 

J.  Watson  Wibb,  Esq. 
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No.  a 

Mr.  Webb  to  the  Marqtns  d^Abrantes. 

[Extmct] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 
Hotel  doe  Estrangeiros,  Rio  de  Janeiro^  May  4,  1863. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinaiy  and  minister  plenipotentiary  for  the 
United  States,  has  the  "honor  to  inform  his  excellency,  the  Marquis  d' Abrantes, 
counsellor  to  his  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Birazil,  minister  and  secretary 
of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  that  he  has,  this  evening,  received  from  the  consul  of 
the  United  States  at  Pemamhuco  a  despatch  dated  April  27,  from  which  the 
following  are  extracts : 

'*  I  am  under  the  painful  necessity  of  announcing  to  you  the  destruction  hy 
the  pirate  Alabama  of  six  American  vessels.  The  very  short  time  between  this 
and  the  sailing  of  the  English  mail-  packet  will  prevent  my  giving  you  the  full 
particulars.  I  can  onlv  say  now  that  the  Brazilian  schooner  Sergipano  arrived 
nere  yesterday  from  tne  island  of  Fernando  de  Noronha,  with  61  persons  on 
board  as  passengers,  being  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  schooner  Kingfisher,  of 
Fairhaven,  ship  Nora,  of  Boston,  ship  Charles  Hill,  of  Boston,  and  ship  Louisa 
Hatch,  of  Rockland,  Maine." 

"From  the  10th  to  the  16th  of  April  the  Alabama  was  in  the  port  of  the 
island  of  Fernando  de  Noronha,  during  which  time,  viz.,  on  the  15tn,of  April, 
the  pirate  captured  in  Brazilian  waters  two  other  American  vessels,  viz.,  the 
brig  Kate  Coming,  of  Westport,  and  the  Lafavette,  of  New  Bedford.  These 
vessels  were  touching  at  Fernando  de  Noronha  for  supplies.  The  Alabama 
went  out  and  seized  uem  within  two  miles  of  the  shore.  The  pirate  set  fire  to 
and  destroyed  the  Lafayette  immediatelv.  He  towed  the  Kate  Coming  to  the 
anchorage,  which  constitutes  the  only  harbor  to  the  island,  and,  a  few  days 
after,  took  her  out  in  company  with  the  Louisa  and  burned  both,  and  this  witmn 
two  miles  of  the  shore." 

The  United  States  consul  at  Bahia,  under  date  of  29th  of  April,  writes  the 
undersigned  i^  follows : 

^  I  have  this  moment  learned  that  the  pirate  Alabama  is  off  the  coast  of 
Brazil,  north  of  Pemamhuco,  destroying  American  merchantmen.  Through  the 
politeness  of  the  British  consul  at  this  port,  I  have  been  allowed  to  copy  the 
report  furnished  him  by  the  officers  of  the  British  mail  steamer  from  Southamp- 
ton, which  I  herewith  enclose  for  your  information." 

The  report  alluded  to,  after  confirming  the  capture  and  burning  of  the 
American  ships  bv  the  English  piratical  vessel  called  the  Alabama,  which  was 
built  in  an  English  port,  with  English  capital,  manned  and  armed  bv  English- 
men, and  without  ever  having  been  in  American  waters,  either  north  or  south, 
is  now  prowling  about  the  ocean  and  preying  upon  the  unprotected  commerce  of 
a  neutral  and  friendly  nation,  proceeds  to  say : 

"  It  seems  that  the  captain  (Semmes)  and  the  governor  of  Fernando  de  No- 
ronha were  mutually  polite,  exchanging  visits,  and  riding  and  driving  out 
together.  The  captain  bought  everything  of  which  he  stood  in  need,  and  l^ded 
his  prisoners." 

"The  Kate  Coming  and  Lafayette  were  taken  on  the  17th,  close  to  the  island. 
The  masters  of  these  vesdels,  suspecting  nothing,  had  taken  their  boats  ashore 
to  water,  and  from  the  shore  witnessed  the  burning  of  their  ships." 

"  Sixty-two  prisoners  have  been  landed  here,  (Pemamhuco,)  and  forty-four 
were  remaining  on  the  island.    Eleven  Englishmen  had  entered  for  the  priva- 
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The  undersigned  presumes  that  the  goyemment  of  Brazil  has  been  officially 
apprized  of  this  outrage  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  in  the  waters  of 
Brazil,  by  tiie  English  pir^eal  vessel  called  the  Alabama,  an  outrage  perpe- 
trated, in  £ftct,  within  one  of  its  harbors,  as  two  of  the  vessels  destroyed  were 
actually  at  anchor  in  what  constitutes  the  harbor  of  Fernando  de  Noronha ;  and 
it  would  appear  from  the  information  furnished,  that  the  governor  of  that  island 
gave  countenance  and  support  to  the  pirate.  He  therefore  prefers  relying  upon 
the  justice  of  Brazil  for  prompt  redross  in  the  premises,  to  indulging  in  any 
comments  upon  this  reported  outrage  on  American  comn^erce,  accompanied  by  a 
violation  o^  mtemational  law ;  and  contents  himself,  for  the  moment,  by  callmg 
the  attention  of  your  excellency  to  the  gross  breach  of  neutrality,  saia  to  have 
been  perpetrated,  by  a  high  official  of  the  imperial  government 

In  the  hope  that  your  excellency  will  favor  the  undersigned  with  a  reply  to 
this  communication  in  time  to  allow  him  to  transmit  it  to  his  government  by  the 
steamer  of  the  9th  instant,  he  hastens  to  avail  himself  of  the  present  occasion  to 
renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  his  great  personal  respect  and  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 

Bis  Excellency  the  Marquis  d'Abrantbs,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


No.  4. 
The  Marquis  (PAbranies  to  Mr.  Webb. 

Ministry  of  Forbign  Affairs, 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  May  7,  1863. 

By  official  communication  from  the  president  of  the  province  of  P^nam- 
buco,  the  imperial  government  has  be^  informed  that  on  the  10th  day  of 
last  month  the  srteamer  Alabama,  belonging  to  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  came  to  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  island  Rata,  near  the  island  ^ 
Fernando  de  Noronha. 

A  few  days  after,  said  steamer  captured  six  whale  ships  of  the  Federal 
States,  and  burnt  two  of  them,  after  having  taken  possession  of  their  cargoes. 
The  crews  of  these  vessels  were  taken  to  Recife,  capital  erf  the  province, 
by  a  Brazilian'veesel. 

The  president,  being  apprized  of  these  facts,  ordered  immediately  an  in- 
quiry, all  the  persons  composing  the  crews  of  the  aforesaid  vessels  being 
interrogated.  The  United  States  consul,  also,  made  the  investigations  th^ 
he  thought  necessary. 

From  these  inquiries  and  investigations  it  is  evident  that  the  cwtain  of 
the  Alabama  went  several  times  to  the  island  of  Fernando  de  Noronha, 
accompanied  by  some  of  his  men ;  that  he  communicated  wifii  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  island;  and  he  went  ashore  several  times,  in. order  to 
supply  the  steamer  with  the  articles  needed,  and  to  land  the  crews  of  the 
captured  vessels. 

It  is  also  evident  that  the  capture  and  burning  of  the  vessels  took  place 
in  the  territorial  waters  of  the  empire;  and,  finally,  that  the  commander  of 
the  island  neglected  the  duties  of  his  position,  as  he  did  not  even  protest 
against  the  proceediogs  of  the  captain  of  the  Alabama. 

In  these  circumstances,  the  president  of  the  province,  after  having  con- 
ferred with  the  United  States  consul,  dismissed  the  aforesaid  comomnder, 
and  ordered  proceedings  to  be  commenced  against  him. 

In  this  emergency,  as  there  was  no  means  at  Pemambuco  of  stopping  the 
proceedings  of  the  captain  <5f  the  Alabama,  the  president  immediately  so- 
licited from  the  imperial  government  the  convenient  measures,  and  pro- 
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teated  solemnly  against  the  proceedings  of  the  said  captain,  ordering  him 
to  leave  the  territorial  waters  of  the  empire  within  twenty-fonr  hours. 

The  government  of  his  Majesty  has  approved  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
president  of  the  province  of  Pernambaco  in  this  emergency,  and  has  taken 
ihe  necessary  measures  to  repress  the  outrages  of  the  captain  of  the  Ala- 
bama, in  order  that  the  neutrality  which  this  empire  ought  to  observe,  in 
this  war,  may  be  religiously  maintained.  Apprismg  Mr.  James  Watson 
Webb,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  facts  already  stated,  I  flatter  myself  of  having  anticipated 
the  desire  that  he  undoubtedly  had  of  being  minutely  informed  of  this  oc- 
currence; and  I  also  congratulate  myself  that  Mr.  Webb  will  recognize  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  imperial  government  the  exact  observance  of  those 
principles  of  neutrality  to  which  I  have  already  referred. 

I  reiterate  to  Mr.  James  Watson  Webb  the  assurance  of  my  high  consid- 
eration. 

MARQUIS  PABRANTES. 

J.  Watsox  Webb,  Esq. 


Mr.  Webb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 


No.  47.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Rio  de  Janeiro^  May  23, 1863. 

Sir:  The  European  and  American  mail,  by  the  French  steam  packet 
Guienne,  reached  me  on  Tuesday  evening,  the  19th,  at  7  o'clock,  and  brought 
full  reports  from  our  consuls  at  Bahia  and  Pemambuco  of  the  doings  of  the 
pirates  Alabama,  Florida,  and  Georgia;  on  this  coast.  By  their  reports,  copies 
of  which  they  forwarded  to  the  Department  of  State,  I  was  informed  that  the 
Alabama  and  Georgia  were  lying  in  the  harbor  of  Bahia,  and  receiving  the 
hospitalities  of  those  ports ;  while  the  Florida  was  in  Pemambuco  refitting  and 
repairing  her  engine,  to  enable  her  to  renew  her  depredations  upon  American 
commerce.  They  also  reported  that  they  now  had  on  hand  about  250  of  crews 
and  passengers  of  the  American  vessels  captured  and  destroyed  by  the  pirates; 
and  as  the  law  makes  no  provision  for  the  support  of  ship-masters  and  passen- 
gers in  foreign  ports,  they  asked  instructions  from  me  in  relation  to  the  course 
to  be  pursued  by  them  now,  and  under  similar  circumstances  hereafter. 

At  6  o'clock  on  the  following  morning  I  was  on  my  way  to  this  city ;  and  at 
11.30  was  in  the  foreign  office,  where  I  learned  that  the  Marquis  d'Abrantes 
was  with  the  Emperor  at  the  palace  of  St.  Ghristoval.  I  called  again  at  3 
p.  m.,  just  as  the  office  was  being  closed,  and  was  informed  that  he  was  still 
at  the  palace,  and  that  when  he  left  there  he  would  go  direct  to  his  residence 
at  Botofoga  bay,  which  is  four  miles  from  here,  (the  United  States  consulate.) 
I  was  at  his  residence  twice  durine  the  evening,  and  left  word  with  his  private 
secretary  that  I  should  call  at  half  past  eight  on  the  following  morning. 

•  •  •  ••  :|c  •  •  • 

I  got  at  work  at  12  m.,  and  at  7.22  p.  m.  placed  in  his  hands  at  Botofoga  my 
despatch  herewith,  marked  No.  1.  Please  bear  in  mind  that  this  was  written, 
copied,  and  delivered  in  person,  four  miles  from  here,  in  my  brief  time,  and 
that  the  necessity  for  accuracy  was  paramount  to  all  other  considerations ;  and 
find  therein  any  apology  necessary  for  deficiency  in  the  manner  of  doing  the 
work. 

This  morning  at  a  quarter  before  nine  I  was  again  with  the  marquis,  when 
he  assured  me  he  was  then  engaged  in  preparing  a  preliminary  despatch,  which 
would  be  satisfactory,  and  which  I  should  have  in  possession  late  this  evening, 
74  m  ^.y.u....,  ^.^ 
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or  early  to-morrow,  Sunday^ — tbe  Bteamer  not  eailiog  until  Monday.    Tliifl  wfl] 

give  me  time  to  finiBh  this  despatch. 

•  •♦•••••• 

Oar  consuls  at  Bahia  and  Pernambuco  having  exhibited  great  energy  and 
judgment  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  in  the  embarrassing  position  in  which 
they  were  placed,  I  addressed  to  them  each  an  official  letter,  in  reply  to  their 
communications,  a  copy  of  which,  marked  2,  is  enclosed.  All  the  prisoners, 
both  male  and  female,  were  robbed  by  the  pirates,  our  consul  to  Gherpoo  being 
the  only  one  who  saved  a  few  dollars  by  throwing  them  into  his  boots.  Pas- 
sengers and  masters  are  alike  destitute ;  and  bein?  rendered  so  while  under  our 
flag,  I  think  I  cannot  be  wrong  in  having  directed  the  consuls  to  care  for  them, 
precisely  as  if  the  law  embraced  their  case. 

The  pirate ^ctf^ — for  such  it  has  become — now  consists  of  six  vessels;  and 
will  very  shortly  consist  of  fifty,  if  the  pirates  can  manage  to  possess  them- 
selves of  the  necessary  guns  to  arm  their  prizes.  How  far  they  succeeded  in 
Bahia  and  Pernambuco  I  cannot  say;  but  we  know  that  the  Alabama  had 

armed  the  ships  Lapwing  and ,  and  the  Florida  had  armed  the  Clarence, 

from  this  port  to  Baltimore.  There  is  no  difficulty  about  getting  crews,  as  the 
foreigners  on  board  our  vessels  promptly  volunteered  to  serve  on  board  the 
pirates ;  one  of  the  conditions  being,  as  Semmes  admitted  to  the  ladies  landed 
in  Bahia,  who  sought  to  recover  certain  family  relics,  that  his  men  may  plunder 
and  pillage  all  crews  and  passengers  captured,  but  must  abstain  from  rape 
and  murder  /  Thus  these  steamers  are  not  only  pirates  themselves,  but  they 
assume  the  right  of  converting  all  their  prizes  into  pirates.     What  commerce 

can  exist  under  such  proceedings,  and  who  is  it  that  reaps  the  reward  ? 

•  •••••••  • 

I  enclose  herewith,  marked  No.  3,  a  letter  from  an  intelligent  German 
gentleman,  who  came  passenger  in  the  Guiennc,  and  saw  tbe  Mohican  at  St. 
Vincent,  and  the  Florida,  Alabama,  and  Georgia  at  Pernambuco  and  Bahia, 
by  which  it  appears  that  the  Alabama  claimfe  to  have  captured  49  vessels 
besides  the  Hatter  as,  the  Florida  10,  and  the  Georgia  2 — gixly-onein  all. 
Semmes,  however,  is  said  to  claim  that  the  Alabama  alone  has  destroyed  64 
vessels  ;  and  tbe  possession  of  nearly  200  chronometers,  which  he  displays 
in  his  cabin,  would  appear  to  sustain  tbe  claim  ;  and  as  our  unprotected 
commerce  is  just  as  much  in  danger  from  her  armed  prizes,  with  one  gun,  as 
from  the  steamers,  and  as  he  avows  his  purpose  to  convert  every  fast-sail- 
ing prize  into  an  armed  pirate,  and  is  actually  doing  so,  the  destruction  of 
the  fleet,  wherever  met  with,  appears  to  be  a  duty  which  overrides  all  con- 
siderations of  comity  between  nations,  and  respect  for  neutral  waters. 

Semmes  says  he  is  bound  for  the  Pacific^  from  which  I  infer  that  he  is 
going  round  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  into  the  China  seas  ;  while,  proba- 
bly, the  Florida  and  Georgia  will  go  into  the  Pacific,  all  of  them  first  cruis- 
ing near  St.  Helena  in  the  track  of  our  homeward-bound  Indiamen. 

Sunday,  May  24,  1863. 

Hotel  d^Elrangers,  6  p.  m. 
I  have  just  received  from  the  Marquis  d'Abrantes  a  reply  to  my  despatch, 
which  I  enclose  herewith,  marked  No.  4.  It  is  full  of  the  most  friendly  pro- 
fessions and  assurances,  and  I  doubt  not  it  will,  in  due  time,  be  followed  by 
one  disclaiming  the  acts  of  the  governors  of  Pernambuco  and  Bahia,  and 
condemning  their  conduct.  The  governor  of  Pernambuco  is  an  Albuquerque, 
and  belongs  to  the  most  powerful  and  influential  family  in  northern  Brazil. 
********* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 

Hon.  WuxiAM  H.  Seward,  Digitized ., .  .^ 

Secretary  Of  Stale.  *^ 
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No.  1. 

Mr,  Webl>  to  the  Marquis  WAhrantes, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  May  21,  1863. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  from 
the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to  call  the  attention  of  his  excellency  the 
Marquis  d'Abrantes,  councillor  to  Lis  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor,  minis- 
ter and  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  to  a  gross  breach  of  neutrality, 
perpetrated,  and  now  being  perpetrated,  on  the  part  of  the  representatives 
of  his  Majesty's  government,  at  the  ports  of  Pernambuco  and  Bahia. 

When  the  French  steamer  Guienne  left  these  ports  the  pirate  Florida 
was  lying  in  Pernambuco,  receiving  the  hospitalities  of  that  port,  coaling 
and  taking  on  board  provisions,  and  undergoing  the  necessary  repairs  to 
enable  her  to  continue  her  cruise.  And  what  was  the  openly  avowed  pur- 
pose of  such  cruise  ?  The  destruction  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
a  friendly  nation,  and  one  with  whom  Brazil  has  close  and  most  amicable 
relations.  Did  there  exist  any  doubt  of  the  character  of  the  Florida?  Most 
assuredly  not.  She  was  known  to  the  governor  of  Pernambuco  as  being  the 
consort  of  the  Alabama,  and  bearing  the  same  piratical  flag  ;  and  the  Ala- 
bama had  been  declared  by  the  governor  to  be  a  corsair,  which  had  violated 
the  sovereignty  and  neutrality  of  Brazil  by  outrages  upon  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States  in  Brazilian  waters;  and,  therefore,  ordered  to  leave  a 
port  in  the  island  of  Fernando  Noronha.  And  yet,  with  the  knowledge  of 
the  piratical  character  of  the  Florida  and  her  nag,  and  in  defiance  of  the 
protest  of  the  consul  of  the  United  States,  the  governor,  in  an  official  com- 
muflication  addressed  to  the  pirate  on  the  8th  of  May,  conceded  to  him  the 
right  to  remain  in  port  twenty-four  hours  to  land  prisoners,  to  supply  him- 
self with  such  coals  and  provisions,  and  to  make  such  repairs,  as  were  neces- 
sary to  enable  him  to  continue  his  cruise  against  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States. 

On  that  day  the  Florida,  under  such  Authority  from  the  governor,  did 
land  the  officers,  crew,  and  passengers  of  the  United  States  brig  Clarence, 
from  the  port  of  Rio  Janeiro  to  Baltimore,  in  the  United  States,  captured  by 
the  pirate  two  days  previously,  as  known  to  the  governor  ;  and,  on  the  same 
day,  made  application  to  the  governor  for  permission  to  remain  in  port  four 
days  instead  of  twenty-four  hours.     In  reply,  the  governor,  in  a  communica- 
tion  to  the  pirate,  now  before  the  undersigned,  dated  the  9th  of  Maj^ 
informed  the  applicant  that,  inasmuch  as  he  represents  to  him  that  a  com- 
ph'ance  with  his  order  to  leave  in  twenty-four  hours  will  compel  him  to  da 
80  in  a  distressed  condition,  because  the  repairs  to  his  engine,  necessary  to 
his  safety,  cannot  be  completed  in  that  time,  and  would  be  illiberal  and 
inhuman,  and  expose  him  to  danger,  and  Brazil  to  the  consequences;  and  inas- 
much as  he,  the  governor,  does  not  wish  to  be  inhuman  or  illiberal,  or 
endanger  the  safety  of  the  pirate,  or  to  lessen  his  means  of  defence,  or  expose 
him  to  imminent  risks,  therefore,  believing  the  representation  to  have  been 
made  in  good  faith,  and  that  he  cannot  in  safety  continue  his  cruise  (against 
American  commerce  bound  to  Brazil)  unless  given  time  to  repair  his  engine, 
the  said  governor,  representing  the  sovereignty  of  Brazil,  and  recognizing 
the  traitors  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States  as  belligerents,  does 
accord  to  the  commander  of  the  pirate  bearing  their  flag  all  the  time  he  asks 
for  repairs,  and  privilege  of  taking  in  such  coals  and  provisions  as  may 
place  him  in  a  condition  to  continue  his  depredations  upon  the  commerce  of 
a  friendly  power.    A  grosser  breach  of  neutrality  has  never  come^  the 
knowledge  of  the  undersigned.  x  ^gitized  byCiOOQlc 
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There  is  no  difference  in  the  eye  of  the  international  law  between  taking  a 
part  or  the  whole  of  a  prize  into  a  neutral  port;  and  although  the  Florida 
did  not  bring  the  Clarence  into  Pernambuco,  having  fitted  her  out  as  a  pri- 
yateer,  yet  the  fact  of  bringing  in  her  officers,  crew,  and  passengers,  and  the 
;goods  of  which  they  had  robbed  her  and  those  on  board,  was,  to  all  legal 
intents  and  purposes,  the  same  as  bringing  in  the  captured  vessel  or  ves- 
sels, some  of  which  she  had  burned,  and  one,  at  least,  armed  as  a  privateer. 
And  the  goods  so  pillaged  and  robbed  from  the  United  States  vessels  were 
openly  sold  and  peddled  in  the  streets  of  Pernambuco;  articles  known  to 
be  worth  or  to  have  cost  from  four  to  six  hundred  milreis  selling,  as  the 
Undersigned  is  assured,  for  fifteen  milreis.  And  thus  Pernambuco  becoming, 
as  was  justly  remarked  by  a  permanent  merchant  of  that  place,  not  an 
American,  "  a  mart  for  the  sale  of  goods  taken  by  pirates  ojit  of  American 
vessels  almost  within  sight  of  the  port;  and  the  pirate  captors  at  that  moment 
lying  in  the  harbor,  and  receiving  the  protection  and  hospitality  of  the  port 
of  Pernambuco,  with  the  full  sanction  of  the  government  of  the  province, 
who  is  the  immediate  representative  of  his  Imperial  Majesty." 

The  undersigned  doubts  not  but  that  all  the  facts  of  the  case  have  been 
officially  reported  to  the  government  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor; 
and  also  that  it  is  known  to  your  excellency  that  both  the  pirates  Alabama 
and  Georgia  were  in  the  port  of  Bahia  when  the  steamer  Guienne  sailed 
from  there  on  the  14th  instant.  The  Alabama  arrived  on  the  11th,  and  the 
consul  of  the  United  States,  as  it  was  his  duty  to  do,  not  only  demanded, 
that  as  her  character  was  known,  and  her  outrages  upon  American  com- 
merce in  Brazilian  waters  have  been  proclaimed  and  acted  upon  by  Brazilian 
authorities,  that  all  supplies  should  be  refused  to  her,  but  that  the  ship  itself 
should  be  seized,  and  held  subject  to  the  action  of  the  imperial  government 
for  its  piracies  within  Brazilian  jurisdiction;  and  for  which  Brazil  would  be 
responsible  were  it  not  that  the  vessel  is  a  pirate,  and  belongs  to  no  recog- 
nized nationality. 

The  undersigned,  knowing  the  character  of  these  corsairs,  was  satisfied 
that  the  government  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  had  done  all  that  it  was  in  its 
power  to  do  when  it  removed  the  commandant  of  Fernando  Noronha  from 
his  place,  and  ordered  the  pirate  to  leave  its  waters,  because  the  govern- 
ment has  not  the  means  of  capturing  him.  But  when  the  pirate  entered  the 
port  of  Bahia,  and  placed  himself  in  the  power  of  Brazil,  and  in  a  position 
where  he  could  be  seized,  and  made  responsible  for  his  piracies  upon  Ameri- 
can vessels  within  the  waters  of  Brazil,  it  was  the  bounden  duty  of  the  gov- 
ernor of  Bahia  to  have  seized  the  pirate  until  the  pleasure  of  the  imperial 
government  should  be  known  in  the  premises.  Your  excellency  will  not  for 
a  moment  deny,  that  having,  by  your  official  acts,  and  those  of  the  governor 
of  Pernambuco,  recognized  the  fact  that  this  pirate  has  violated  the  waters 
and  outraged  the  sovereignty  of  Brazil,  it  is  your  duty,  when  opportunity 
offers,  to  vindicate  your  violated  sovereignty,  and  By  his  capture,  if  possible, 
remunerate  the  injury  done  to  American  commerce  within  your  waters.  And 
should  the  pirate  come  into  this  port  when  the  ability  of  Brazil  to  capture 
and  detain  him  admits  of  no  question  beyond  all  doubt,  the  neglect  to  do  so 
would  be  not  only  an  unfriendly  act  towards  the  United  States,  but  would 
render  Brazil  responsible  for  all  and  every  aggression  which  he  might  com- 
mit on  American  commerce  after  leaving  this  port. 

The  law  officers  of  the  crown  of  England  gravely  decided  that  the  fitting 
out  of  this  pirate  in  the  port  of  Liverpool,  and  the  Florida  and  Georgia 
in  Scotland,  on  a  well-grounded  suspicion  that  they  were  intended  to  prej 
upon  the  commerce  of  a  friendly  nation,  demanded,  for  the  English  govern- 
ment, their  forcible  detention.  An  order  for  the  Alabama's  detention  was 
accordingly  issued,  but  arrived  at  Liverpool  within  one  hour  after  she  had 
sailed.  .,,,,.._,  ^OOglc 
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The  government  of  the  United  States,  therefore,  has  given  notice  to  the 
goyernment  of  England  that  they  will  hold  England  responsible  for  all  the 
injuries  done  to  American  commerce;  and  the  leading  statesmen  of  England, 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Commons,^  have  conceded  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  crown  to  have  captured  her  on^  the  bare  suspicion,  apparently  well 
founded;  and  the  law  officers  having  decided  that  a  case  of  justifiable  su»> 
picion  was  made  out,  the  government  neglected  its  duty,  and  cannot  plead^ 
m  bar  of  our  claim,  that  it  failef  in  carrying  out  a  good  intention. 
*  *  *.*  «  ♦  *  * 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  snbmits  to  your  excellency  whether,  if  the 
fact  be  as  stated,  that  the  mere  suspicion,  well  grounded,  of  the  purposes 
of  this  pirate,  rendered  it  the  duty  of  the  English  government,  according  to 
her  statesmen  and  law  officers,  to  detain  her,  what  is  the  duty  of  Brazil? 
Th*e  Alabama's  purposes,  and  the  purposes  of  her  associate  pirates,  sailing 
under  a  flag  not  recognized  by  Brazil  or  any  other  nation,  are  no  longer  sub> 
ject  to  suspicion  only.  They  are  avowedly  and  openly  freebooters  upon 
American  commerce,  without  any  nationality,  and  they  have  practiced  their 
calling  all  along  the  Brazilian  coast,  and,  in  several  instances,  to  the  knowl- 
edge and  just  indignation  of  Brazil,  within  Brazilian  waters ;  and  yet  they 
impudently  run  into  Brazilian  ports  for  protection,  and  to  refit,  and  render 
more  certain  their  ability  to  capture,  pillage,  burn,  and  destroy  American  ves- 
sels. At  this  moment-— or,  rather,  as  recently  as  the  14th  instant — ^it  is  officiaUy 
reported  to  the  undersigned  that  there  were  no  less  than  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  persons  in  Pemambuco  and  Bahia,  composing  the  officers  and  crews  of 
American  ships  destroyed  by  the  three  pirates  now  in  the  harbor  of  Brazil ;  and 
all  of  them,  captured  individuals,  according  to  law  and  the  decisions  of  the 
undersigned,  are  now  being  supported  at  the  co8|;  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  Each  and  all  of  the  three  pirates  have  landed  their  prisoners 
in  Brazilian  ports,  made  proclamation  that  they  were  captured  in  American 
ships,  by  them  destroyed,  and  then  claimed  at  the  hands  of  Brazil  the  right  to 
refit  for  further  plunder  and  depredations  upon  the  unprotected  commerce  of  a 
friendly  nation.  With  the  knowledge  of  Brazil  in  regard  to  the  practices  of 
these  pirates,  would  not  her  responsibility  to  the  United  States,  to  humanity, 
and  the  civilization  of  the  age,  be  far  gi'eater  than  was  the  responsibility  of 
England  in  not  detaining  them  on  well-grounded  suspicion  only?  Can  there 
be  a  solitary  plea  devised,  not  founded  on  hostility  to  the  United  States  and  a 
desire  to  see  its  commerce  injured,  which  would  justify  the  government  of  Brazil 
in  permitting  them  to  refit  in  her  ports,  and  supplying  themselves  with  provisions 
and  coal? 

The  Georgia  lands  prisoners  avowedly  taken  from  a  captured  American  shipv. 
and  asks  permission  of  the  governor  of  Bahia  to  coal  and  buy  provisions^  andl 
the  permission  is  cordially  gi'anted. 

The  Florida  lands  her  prisoners,  officers,  crews,  and  passengers  of  American^ 
vessels  captured  and  burned,  and  not  only  asks  and  receives  permission  to  coal- 
and  purchase  provisions,  but,  further,  askis  to  be  allowed  whatever  time  is  neces- 
sary to  repair  her  engine  and  refit  for  her  work  of  destruction ;  and,  in  defiance 
of  the  solemn  and  most  earnest  protest  of  the  consul  of  the  United  States,  this 
privilege  is  accorded  to  her  by  the  governor  of  Pemambuco,  from  a  desire  not 
to  diminish  his  means  of  defence  and  security. 

The  Alabama  goes  into  Bahia,  and  does  not  even  ask  permission  to  remain. 
She  arrived  on  Uio  11th,  and  was  still  there  when  the  Guienne  sailed,  on 
the  14th.  The  consul  of  the  United  States  protested  against  her  presence,  and 
demanded  that  she  should  be  seized  and  held  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Brazil- 
ian government,  for  having  destroyed  American  property  in  Brazilian  waters, 
for  which  the  government  of  the  United  States  will  hold  Brazil  responsible,  if, 
now  that  the  opportunity  presents,  the  authorities  do  not  vindicate  the  so^r^' 
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eigntj  of  Brazil  and  capture  the  pirate.  The  governor  of  Bahia  sends  to  the 
United  States  consul  the  communication  of  the  governor  of  Pemamhuco  to  the 
captain  of  the  pirate,  complaining  of  his  piracies,  charging  him  with  a  violation 
of  Brazilian  sovereignty,  and  ordering  him,  in  consequence  of  such  disgraceful 
conduct,  to  leave  the  waters  of  Brazil  within  twenty-four  hours.  The  governor 
of  Bahia  thus  demonstrates  that  he  knows  the  piratical  character  of  this  vessel 
and  is  familiar  with  her  violation  of  the  sovereignty  of  Brazil  by  destroying 
American  vessels  within  the  waters  of  that  empire.  He  knows,  too,  that  the 
imperial  government,  by  its  acts,  had  proclaimed  this  pirate  guilty  of  violationa 
of  its  sovereignty,  and  ordered  him  to  leave  their  port  of  Fernando  Noronha ; 
and  yet  he  deliberately  permits  him  to  enter  the  port  of  Bahia,  rei^ses  to  resard 
the  protest  of  our  consul,  and,  at  the  last  accounts,  had  harbored  him  four  aajs 
without  pretending  that  his  presence  was  not  acceptable. 

Thus,  at  this  moment,  the  ports  of  Brazil  are  made  harbors  of  refuge  and 
places  of  resort  and  departure  for  three  piratical  vessels,  avowedly  designed 
to  prey  upon  the  commerce  of  the  United  States.  The  waters  of  Brazil  are 
violated  with  impunity  in  this  piratical  work,  and  after  the  imperial  govern- 
ment had  admitted  and  declared  its  indignation  at  such  violation  of  sov- 
ereignty, the  guilty  party  is  received  with  hospitality  and  friendship  by  the 
governor  of  Bahia,  and  instead  of  being  captured  and  imprisoned,  and  his 
vessel  detained,  he  is  feted,  and  supplied  with  the  necessary  provisions  and 
coal  to  enable  him  to  continue  his  depredations  upon  American  commerce. 
The  wharves  and  streets  of  Bahia  and  Pernambuco  have  been,  for  weeks 
past,  swarmed  with  American  sailors  and  passengers  from  merchantmen 
trading  with  Brazil,  which  have  been  captured,  and  the  persons  on  board 
robbed,  by  the  pirates  of  the  Alabama,  Florida,  and  Georgia,  and  they  have 
been  compelled,  in  the  ports  of  a  friendly  nation,  to  witness  their  clothing 
end  jewelry,  and  even  family  relics,  sold  on  the  wharves  and  in  the  streets 
of  Bahia  and  Pernambuco  by  their  piratical  captors,  at  a  tenth  of  their  value, 
while  the  piratical  vessels  and  all  en  board  were  received  and  treated  as 
friends,  and  supplied  with  the  necessary  materials  to  continue  their  nefarioos 
practices.  The  scenes  which  history  informs  us  were  rife  in  the  17th  cen- 
tury, in  the  islands  of  the  West  Indies,  are  now  being  enacted  in  this  the 
19th  century,  in  the  ports  of  Brazil,  and  that  through  no  fault  of  the  impe- 
rial goveinment — which  has  already  done  its  whole  duty  as  rapidly  as  cir- 
cumstances have  permitted — but  because  the  governors  of  Pernambuco  and 
Bahia,  in  their  sympathy  with  piracy  and  pirates,  have  neglected  their  dutj 
to  Brazil  and  brought  discredit  upon  the  civilization  of  the  age. 

Your  excellency  is  aware  that  the  facts  in  connexion  with  the  presence  of 
these  piratical  vessels  in  the  ports  of  Brazil  are  even  stronger  than  in  this 
hasty  communication  they  are  presented;  and,  therefore,  the  undersigned 
will  not  for  a  moment  doubt  but  the  imperial  government  will  promptly 
visit  upon  the  oflfending  governors  the  punishment  they  have  so  richly  mer- 
ited. But  it  appears  to  the  undersigned  that  the  government  of  Brazil  has 
still  another  duty  to  perform,  itself,  to  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
to  humanity,  and  to  the  civilization  of  the  age,  and  that  is,  the  capture  of 
the  Alabama  whenever  she  enters  a  Brazilian  harbor.  That  piratical  vessel 
has  violated  the  sovereignty  of  Brazil  by  destroying  the  vessels  of  a  friendly 
nation  within  the  waters  of  the  empire.  The  government  of  Brazil,  by  its 
acts,  has  proclaimed  this  fact;  and,  most  assuredly,  if,  when  it  has  the  power 
to  do  so,  it  does  not  capture  and  detain  the  offender,  it  makes  itself  a  party 
to  his  acts  and  compels  the  government  of  the  United  States  not  only  to 
look  to  Brazil  for  compensation  for  injuries  done  to  its  commerce  within  its 
waters,  but  also  to  hold  Brazil  responsible  for  permitting  this  pirate  to  pro- 
ceed in  his  depredations  upon  American  commerce. 

The  undersigned  does  not  visit  upon  the  imperial  j^overnment  the  con- 
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dnctof  i(s  governors  towards  the  Florida  and  Georgia,  well  knowing  that 
it  will,  as  heretofore,  do  its  dutj  in  the  premises.  But  the  case  of  the  Ala- 
bama is  a  very  different  one.  She  has  violated  the  neutrality  and  outraged 
the  sovereignty  of  Brazil  by  capturing  and  burning  American  vessels  in 
Brazilian  waters;  and  if,  when  Brazil  possess  the  ability,  and  the  opportu- 
nity offers,  she  does  not  take  possession  of  her,  assuredly  the  government 
of  Brazil  assumes  the  responsibility  of  her  acts,  and  the  IFnited  States  will 
be  compelled  to  look  for  redress  to  Brazil,  as  she  did  to  Portugal  in  the  case 
of  the  General  Armstrong.  The  privateer  General  Armstrong  was  destroyed 
by  a  British  man-of-war,  in  1813,  in  a  Portuguese  port.  The  United  States 
persisted  in  its  demand  for  redress  from  Portugal  for  more  than  thirty  years. 
It  was  then  referred  to  a  friendly  power. 

The  undersigned  alludes  to  this  case  to  show  the  right  of  the  United 
States  to  demand  the  capture  of  the  pirate  Alabama  by  Brazil,  if  possible, 
as  a  duty  due  alike  to  itself,  to  the  United  States,  and  to  humanity  aiKi 
civilization.  And  he  takes  this  occasion  to  render  to  your  excellency  his 
cordial  respect  and  confidence,  and  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 

His  Excellency  the  Marquis  d'Abrantes,  Sfc.^  SfC.,  Sfc, 


No.  2. 

Mr.  Yfe6&  to  CanmU  at  Bahia  and  ai  Penutmbuco, 

Legation  or  thb  United  States, 

Rio  de  Janeiro^  May  21, 1863. 

Mr  Dear  Sir  :  Accept  my  warmest  thanks  for  myself,  .and  in  behalf  of  our  country,  for 
the  prompt,  efficient,  and  energetic  manner  in  which  you  have  discharged  yonr  duty  as 
consul,  under  the  trying  circumstances  to  which  you  have  been  exposed.  Tour  conduct 
not  only  meets  my  hearty  approval,  but  my  decisive  commendation,  as  it  assuredly  will 
that  of  the  government  at  home. 

I  have  had  various  interviews  with  the  government,  and  last  evening  handed  in  a 
despatch  of  thirty-two  pigee,  which  is  to  be  submitted  to  a  special  meeting  of  the  cabinet 
to-day  at  12  o'clock,  and  I  hope  in  a  postscript  to  this  letter  to  give  yon  the  result 

It  does  not  become  me  to  interfere  with  your  instructions,  or  to  decide  upon  the  con- 
struction of  the  law ;  but  when  the  law  is  silent,  as  it  must  of  necessity  be  in  a  case  like 
the  present,  which  could  not  be  anticipated,  somebody  must  assume  the  responsibility  of 
legislating  temporarily  in  the  premises.  The  law  does  not  compel  yon  to  support  the  offi- 
cers and  passengers  of  vessels  sunk  at  sea  by  pirates,  but  humanity  and  the  honor  of  our 
country  does.  You  will,  therefore,  in  all  such  cases,  continue  to  do  as  your  own  g^ood 
sense  and  kind  feelings  prompt,  and  consider  this  your  authority  for  so  doing  until  other- 
wise instructed  from  Washington. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 

,  UmUd  Statu  Ooruul, . 


No.  3. 
Mr.  GrOert  to  Mr.  WOb. 

[Tniiittatfoii.] 

Bio  DE  Janbibo,  May  21,  1863. 
Me.  Ministbr:  With  pleasure  I  am  ready  to  give  to  your  excellency  knowledge  of  what 
I  have  obsOTved  of  the  secessionist  privateers  on  my  recent  voyage  from  Bordeaux  to  this 
port  on  board  the  French  packet  Guienne,  agreeably  to  the  request  with  whioh  your  exoel- 
loncy  has  honored  me. 

In  Europe  I  was  in  an  uncertainty  as  to  where  the  privateer  Alabama  and  the  other  pri- 
^Bteers  were.    Until  we  arrived  at  St.  Vincent  I  learned  nothing  more  of  the  Alabama  or 


1176  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

of  the  other  piiTateeri.  On  oar  entering  St.  Ylncent,  at  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  on  the 
6th  day  of  this  month,  we  found  anchored  in  that  port  the  North  American  Tessei-of-war 
Mohican,  and  I  there  gathered  information  that,  in  the  neighhoring  waters,  another  yes- 
sel-of-war  was  cruising,  supposed  to  be  the  Yanderbilt  We  were  informed  at  St.  Vincent 
that,  a  few  days  before  onr  arriyal,  a  steamer  had  appeared  in  sight  of  the  port,  bat  had 
immediately  disappeared.  It  is  supposed  that  this  steamer  must  have  been  a  seceesloni&t 
privateer. 

On  the  12th  day  of  this  month,  at  6  o'clock  in  the  morning,  we  arriyed  at  Pemambuco, 
and,  to  our  general  surpiise,  found  quietly  anchored  in  that  pnrt,  inside  the  reef,  the  pri- 
yateer  Florida ;  and  immediately  on  the  port  visit  of  the  officer  of  customs  and  other 
yisitors,  we  learned  from  the  authorities  that  the  privateers  Florida  and  Alabama  were 
committing,  in  the  waters  of  Brazil,  acts  of  landing  the  captive  crews  of  numerous  Ameri- 
can merchant  vessels.  I  learned,  further,  that  the  Alabama  had  been  in  the  golf  of  Fer- 
nando Noronha,  where  she  had  landed  a  large  number  of  the  ciiptive  crews  of  destrojed 
yessels.  I  was  told  by  inhabitants  of  Pemambuco  that  the  governor  of  the  gulf  of  Fer- 
nando Noronha  had  received  Captain  Semmes,  the  commander  of  the  privateer  Alabama, 
and  his  crew,  with  much  sympathy ;  that  he  even  offered  him  a  salute,  and  a  ride  on 
horseback.  In  consequence  of  this  the  president  of  Pemambuco  had  dismissed  this  gov- 
ernor ;  but  when  we  arrived  at  Pemambuco  he  was  already  restored  to  his  place,  my  in- 
formants not  being  able  to  explain  the  reason.  The  Florida  arrived  in  the  port  of  Pemam- 
bnoo  in  the  morning  of  the  9th  of  this  month,  and  at  5  o'clock  of  the  afternoon  of  the 
12th  she  sailed,  together  with  us,  the  Guienne  accompanying  us  until  dark,  when  she  took 
her  course  to  the  east.  I  was  told,  by  several  persons  in  Pemambuco,  that  this  privateer 
only  sailed  from  the  p6rt  in  order  not  to  disobey  the  oommacds  of  the  president,  who  bad  ' 
permitted  only  four  days*  ttay  in  the  port  for  making  repairs  to  her  engine,  and  for  supply- 
ing herself  with  coal  and  provisions.  It  was  said,  moreover,  that  she  would  return  after  a 
day  or  two,  and  that  this  was  probable,  because  she  had  purchased  various  articles  that  she 
had  not  received  when  she  sailed ;  among  others,  800  yards  of  cloth,  for  clothing  for  the 
crew.  To  me,  and  many  of  my  fellow-passengers,  the  maintenance  of  strict  neutrality  was 
inexplicable,  in  view  of  what  was  going  on  in  the  gulf  of  Pemando  Noronha  and  at  Per- 
nambuco,  especially  when  we  were  informed  at  Pemambuco  that  the  crew  of  the  Florida 
had  sold  the  large  quantity  of  articles  (prize  goods)  wlilch  they  had  plundered  from  the 
destroyed  vessels,  at  prices  which  were  insignificant  in  comparison  with  their  real  value. 

On  the  14th,  at  4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  we  entered  the  port  of  Bahia,  where  we  were 
surprised  at  the  state  of  the  Alabama  and  Georgia,  which  were  anchored  **side  by  side"  in 
that  port,  these  privateers  having  been  there  for  two  days.  On  the  same  day  (the  Uth) 
Commimder  Semmes  had  opened  his  yeisel  to  the  curiosity  of  the  public;  two  small 
steamers  were  all  day  (of  the  14th)  from  morning  till  night  engaged  in  carrying  Tisitois 
from  the  shore  on  board  that  cmel  and  atrocious  pirate,  and  back  again.  At  the  least, 
there  were,  on  that  day,  more  than  two  thousand  persons  on  board  the  Alabama.  I  went 
on  board  the  Alabama  at  noon,  and  more  tiian  two  hundred  yisitors  were  present  at  the 
same  time.  I  remained  on  board  more  than  an  hour,  examinkig  the  vessel,  her  equipments, 
and  crew,  as  much  as  circumstances  would  permit.  Captain  Semmes  was  not  on  board, 
because  he  had  an  invitation  to  an  entertainment  given  to  him  by  the  Railroad  Company, 
to  which  he  had  gone.  I  had  a  conversation  with  an  officer,  Marfit,  [Maffit,]  the  son  of 
the  commander  of  the  Florida.  He  told  me  that,  in  nine  months'  cruising,  they  had  cx^ 
tured,  in  all,  49  merchant  vessels,  beddes  destroying  the  Hatteras.  (The  Florida  had,  np 
to  the  12th  of  this  month,  captured  ten  vessels,  and  the  Georgia  two.)  A  German  seamtn 
told  me  that  he  and  the  other  seamen  had  each,  in  pay  and  allowances  in  the  concern, 
£1,800,  which  he  expected  to  be  paid  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war.  An  officer  of  the 
Georgia  told  me  that  the  Georgia  had  been  seen  at  St.  Vincent,  but  went  higher  up  when 
she  discovered  the  Mohican  in  the  port  of  St.  Yincent ;  he  told  me,  moreover,  that  in  her 
craise  ^m  Greenock  (in  England)  to  Bahia,  she  had  captured  and  destroyed  two  American 
vessels,  whose  crews  she  landed  at  Bahia. 

We  resumed  our  yoyage,  at  6  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  14th,  for  this  port,  leaving 
the  two  pirates  at  their  anchorage,  where  we  found  them  in  the  morning. 

The  foregoing  is  what  I  have  seen  and  observed,  together  with  information  which  I  was 
able  to  obtain  from  interested  and  disinier^ted  persons ;  and,  with  much  pleasure,  I  com- 
municate it  to  your  excellency,  in  compliance  with  your  request,  and  in  the  hope  of  doing 
some  good  for  the  cause  of  humanity,  which  is  so  cruelly  offended  by  -these  wicked  pirates. 
I  am,  with  high  esteem  and  consideration,  your  excellency's  friend, 

G.  0.  GBEBEBT. 

Mr.  Wkbb,  Mimiter,  ^.,  Brazil. 
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No.  4. 
The  Marquis  d'Abrantes  to  Mr.  Wehh. 

[TraDslatiooO 
(Central  Division.) 

No.  — .  Ministry  op  Foreiun  Affairs, 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  May  23,  1863. 

I  hasten  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  the  note  which,  under  date  of 
the  2l8t  instant,  Mr.  James  Watson  Webb,  envoy  extraordinary  and  min- 
ister plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  this  court,  has  done  me  the  honor 
to  address  to  me,  with  a  view  of  calling  my  attention  to  a  serious  violation 
of  neutrality  which  has  been  perpetrated,  and  is  now  being  perpetrated,  by 
two  representatives  of  the  imperial  government  in  the  ports  of  Pernambuco 
and  Babia. 

Mr.  Webb,  in  referring  to  the  proceedings  of  the  presidents  of  said  pro- 
vinces towards  the  steamers  of  the  Confederate  States  which  come  into  their 
ports,  accuses  said  presidents,  and  complains  of  their  having  afforded  hospi- 
tality to  those  steamers,  and  of  having  permitted  them  to  make  repairs,  to 
receive  provisions,  and  to  land  merchandise  of  vessels  which  they  had 
captm*ed. 

Mr.  Webb  bases  his  complaints  on  a  series  of  acts,  which  he  enumerates, 
and  which  he  characterizes  as  violative  of  the  neutrality  which  the  govern- 
ment of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  imposes  on  itself,  in  the  deplorable  contest 
of  the  American  Union. 

The  affair  in  question  is  undoubtedly  grave  and  important,  and  the  imperial 
government  gives  to  the  authorized  language  of  Mr.  Webb  all  the  consid- 
eration which  is  due  to  it. 

But  for  this  very  reason — and  Mr.  Webb  will  certainly  acknowledge  it — the 
imperial  cabinet  is  under  the  unavoidable  necessity  of  pr(5^ceeding  in  such 
a  delicate  matter  with  the  greatest  discretion  and  prudence,  in  order  to  ob- 
serve religiously  the  position  which  it  has  assumed  since  the  manifestation  of 
the  first  events  which  tended  to  the  result  of  a  division  of  the  United  States. 

The  position  to  which  I  allude  Mr.  Webb  perfectly  understands,  as  he 
also  understands  the  principles  on  which  it  rests,  since  they  were  laid  down 
in  a  circular,  which  was  issued  by  the  imperial  government  to  its  delegates 
in  the  provinces,  under  date  of  the  1st  of  August,  1861. 

Conforming  to  the  rules  generally  admitted  among  civilized  nations,  the 
imperial  government  in  that  circular  prescribes  the  practical  mode  of  ren- 
dering effective  the  neutrality  which  it  imposes  on  itself. 

Without  at  present  confirming  or  denying  the  acts  as  set  forth  by  Mr. 
Webb,  and  without  entering  into  an  appreciation  of  the  observations  with 
which  he  accompanies  the  narration  of  them,  what  I  can  at^once  most  posi- 
tively declare  to  him  is,  that  the  government  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  is 
firmly  resolved  to  maintain,  and  to  cause  to  be  respected,  the  neutrality,  in 
the  terms  in  which  it  has  declared  it  assumed  it,  and  what  is  important  to 
declare,  that  it  is  not  disposed  to  allow  this  neutrality  to  be  violated  in  any 
^^Jf  t)y  those  interested  in  the  contest,  and  still  less  by  the  delegates  of 
the  government  itself. 

Of  the  sincerity  of  this  declaration  Mr.  Webb  has  an  indisputable  proof 
in  my  note  of  the  Uh  in^nt,  relative  to  the  steamer  Alabama,  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  as  in  it  I  voluntarily  hastened  to  bring  to  the  knowledge  of 
Mr.  Webb  not  only  the  official  communications  which  the  imperial  govern- 
ment has  received  in  regard  to  the  acts  committed  at  Pernambuco  by  that 
steamer,  but  also  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  government  toj^ggrove- 
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entirely  of  the  proceedings  on  that  occasion  of  the  president  referred  to 
and  to  resort  to  the  necessary  measures  to  repress  the  abuses  of  the  captain 
of  the  Alabama,  and  cause  the  neutrality  of  the  empire  to  be  religiously 
observed. 

Therefore,  Mr.  Webb,  certain  as  he  must  be  of  the  intentions  of  the  im- 
perial goyei:nment,  and  of  all  the  respect  which  this  government  pays  to  his 
word,  will  assuredly  not  be  surprised  that,  before  coming  to  a  final  decision 
on  the  important  acts  which  form  the  subject  of  the  note  with  which  I  am  now 
occupied,  the  imperial  government  should  hear  what  their  delegates  in  the 
provinces  have  to  relate,  and  should  strive  scrupulously  to  verify  their 
exactness. 

By  the  French  packet  which  leaves  this  port  on  the  25th  instant,  the  im- 
perial government  sends  the  most  positive  and  conclusive  orders  to  the 
presidents  of  Bahia  and  Pernambuco,  that,  without  loss  of  time,  th*>y  will 
circumstantially  report  in  regard  to  each  of  the  acts  alleged  in  the  note  of 
Mr.  Webb,  of  which  he  gives  to  them  full  information. 

And,  as  soon  as  the  reports  referred  to  shall  arrive,  Mr.  Webb  may  rely 
that  the  imperial  government  will  not  hesitate  to  put  forth  its  hand  to  the 
means  necessary  to  render  effective  the  neutrality  which  it  imposes  on  itself, 
provided  it  has  been  violated,  and  to  leave  beyond  all  doubt  the  fairness  ci 
its  proceedings. 

Flattering  myself  that  this  brief  answer  will  tranquilize  Mr.  Webb,  I  profit 
by  the  occasion  to  renew  to  him  the  assurances  of  my  high  considlleration. 

MARQUIS  D'ABRANTES. 

Mr.  James  Watson  Webb,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Sfv, 


Mr.  Webb  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  50]  Legation  ok  the  Unfted  States, 

PetropolU,  June  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  three  despatches  to  the  secretary  of  foreign  afikirs 
numbered,  respectively,  1,  2,  and  3,  according  to  date.  You  will  perceive  that 
two  of  them  have  reference  to  the  presence  of  the  pirates  Alabama,  Florida,  and 
Georgia,  in  Brazilian  ports. 

•  •  •  •  •  ••  • 

I  also  forward  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  the  Marquis  d'Abrantes,  marked 
No.  4,  dated  May  29,  in  response  to  mine  of  the  27th. . 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  4v.,  4v.  ^. 


Mr,  Webb  to  the  Marquis  d^Abrantes. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

PetropoHs,  May  27,  1863. 
The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  from 
the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to  report  to  his  excellency  the  Marqais 
d'Abrantes,  counsellor  to  his  Imperial  Majesty  and  secretary  of  state  for 
foreign  affairs,  that  on  the  20th  instant,  in  the  evening,  the  pirates  Alabama 
and  (ioorgia  were  still  in  the  porf  of  Bahia.    The  Alabama  arrived  there  on 


DIPLOMATIC    COERESPONDENCE.  1179 

the  lltb  and  the  Georgia  on  the  evening  of  the  12th,  so  that  the  former  had 
been  in  Babia  nine  days,  harbored,  protected,  and  supplied  with  the  neces- 
sary stores  and  provisions  by  the  authorities  of  that  port,  in  de^ance  of  the 
solemn  protest  of  the  consul  of  the  United  States,  and  in  utter  disregard  of 
the  well-known  fact  that  this  pirate  had  captured  and  destroyed  American 
shipping  in  the  waters  of  Brazil;  and  for  so  doin^,  thereby  violating  the 
neutrality  and  insulting  the  sovereignty  of  the  empire,  had  been  ordered  by 
the  president  of  Pernambuco  to  leave  the  island  of  Fernando  Norouha. 

The  pirate  Georgia  having  arrived  at  fiahia  on  the  12th,  had  been  in  that 
port  eight  days,  receiving  coal  and  such  stores  and  provisions  as  were 
necessary  to  enable  her  to  continne  her  depredations  upon  the  unprotected 
commerce  of  a  friendly  nation;  and  both  the  pirates  landed  a  large  number 
of  prisoners,  with  the  sanction  and  aid  of  the  governor,  proclaiming  them 
to  be  the  passengers,  officers,  and  crews  of  unarmed  American  merchant- 
men, trading  with  Brazil  and  other  friendly  nations,  which  had  been  cap- 
tured and  destroyed  by  the  freebooters,  who  were  so  kindly  received  and 
harbored  by  the  authorities  and  inhabitants  of  Bahia.  And  in  the  streets 
and  on  the  wharves  of  that  city,  with  the  knowledge  and  approval  of  the 
president  and  authorities,  the  freebooters  of  both  the  piratical  vessels  pub- 
licly hawked  about  and  sold  the  articles  of  clothing  and  bijouterie  of  which 
they  had  pillaged  and  robbed  the  defenceless  females  and  other  passengers, 
as  well  as  the  officers  and  crews,  of  the  American  ships  they  had  burned  and 
destroyed  at  sea. 

By  arrangement  the  English  bark  Castor  arrived  at  Bahia  almost  simul- 
taneously with  the  two  pirates,  having  on  board  coal  shipped  for  them  at 
Liverpool,  to  be  delivered  to  them  in  the  port  of  Bahia;  and  it  was  publicly 
remarked  that,  in  addition  to  coal  for  the  pirates,  she  had  also  ou  board  two 
guns  of  125-pound  calibre  each,  and  other  munitions  of  war.  Thereupon 
the  consul  of  the  United  States  represented  the  facts  to  the  president,  sug- 
gesting that  a  guard  should  be  placed  on  board  said  bark  Castor,  and  she 
be  prohibited  from  going  alongside  of  the  pirates,  particularly  at  night,  to 
discharge  into  them  her  coals  and  munitions  of  war,  in  violation  of  the 
neutrality  of  Brazil.  This  protest  the  president  acknowledged  to  have  re- 
ceived at  6  p.  ni.  on  the  day  it  was  written,  and  yet  on  that  same  night  the 
said  bark  Castor  was  permitted  to  go  alongside  the  Georgia,  and  only 
ordered  to  leave  her  on  the  following  morning,  when,  of  course,  she  had 
accomplished  her  purpose  of  going  alongside,  whatever  that  purpose  was. 

These  facts,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  are  calculated  very  seri- 
ously to  compromise  the  government  of  Brazil  and  the  cordial  relations 
existing  between  it  anji  the  United  States,  and  they  are  placed  before  your 
excellency  in  the  hope  and  belief  that  the  president  of  Bahia  will  be  so  dealt 
with  by  the  imperial  government,  without  any  specific  demand  from  the 
undersigned,  that  he  may  call  the  attention  of  his  government  to  the  pro- 
ceeding, as  another  evidence  of  the  desire  of  Brazil  to  maintain,  unimpaired, 
the  very  cordial  and  friendly  relations  now  existing  with  the  United  States. 
And  he  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assur- 
ances of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

J.  WATSON  WEBB. 

The  Makquis  d'Abrantbs,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc. 
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D. 

The  Marquu  d^Abrantes  to  General  Webb, 

MiNISTBRIO  DOS  NeOORIOS  EsTRANOBIROS, 

Rio  de  Janeiro^  May  29,  1863. 

Fulfilling  the  duty  of  acknowledging  the  reception  of  the  note,  dated  the 
2Tth  of  the  present  mouth,  which  ^fior  James  Watson  Webb,  envoy  extra- 
ordinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States,  has  done  me 
the  honor  of  sending  me,  in  this  city,  for  the  purpose  of  exclaiming  against 
the  recent  facts  which  he  states  to  have  been  done  by  the  president  of  the 
province  of  Bahia,  in  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  the  empire,  in  favor  of 
the  confederate  steamers  Alabama  and  Georgia,  I  take  upon  me,  in  answer, 
to  assure  Senor  Webb  that,  giving  my  whole  and  due  consideration  to 
these  allegations,  as  soon  as  shall  have  arrived  the  information  in  regard 
to  the  matters  claimed  to  have  been  done  by  the  aforesaid  president,  the 
imperial  government,  as  I  have  informed  General  Webb  in  my  note  of  the 
23d  of  the  current  month,  will  not  hesitate  to  proceed  in  conformity  with 
the  position  it  has  assumed  and  to  which  it  is  bound. 

I  renew  to  James  Watson  Webb  the  expression  of  my  high  consideration. 

MARQUIS  D'ABRANTES. 

General  James  Watson  Webb, 

Envoy  Extraordinary,  ^c,  ffc,,  4^'.,  to  the  court  of  BraziL 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Webb, 


No.  66.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  19,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  7th  of  May  (No.  47)  has  been  received. 

I  esteem  it  a  pleasing  circumstance  that  it  brought  the  first  informatidn  which 
he  department  has  received  of  the  abuses  of  the  flag  of  Brazil  and  the  violation 
of  our  own  rights  committed  by  the  pirate  Alabama  at  Fernando  de  Noronha. 
The  painful  impressions  which  these  transactions  have  made  were  thus  alleviated 
by  the  extraordinary  diligence  exercised  on  your  part  in  bringing  the  trans- 
action home  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Emperor's  government,  and  by  the  prompt, 
just,  and  friendly  proceedings  which  that  government  has  adopted. 

Ton  cannot  express  too  strongly  to  the  Duke  d'Abrantes  the  satisfaction 
with  which  the  President  regards  these  proceedings..  They  are  in  the  very 
spirit  which,  from  the  beginning  of  your  mission,  we  have  thought  ought  to 
be  maintained  in  the  intercourse  of  Brazil  with  the  United  States  as  a  friendly 
American  power. 

I  forbear  from  raising  the  question  whether  indemnities  will  be  due  to  the 
United  States  for  the  losses  and  injuries  inflicted  upon  their  citizens  until  we 
shall  have  received  more  authentic  information  of  the  circumstances  which  at- 
tended the  transaction. 

Your  suggestions  for  an  increase  of  our  naval  force  in  the  waters  of  Brazil 
have  been  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  will  receive  attentive  con- 
sideration. 

When  Congress  shall  have  assembled,  the  President  will  probably  submit 
to  it  the  importance  of  developing  our  commerce  with  Brazil. 

I  have  just  learned,  with  sincere  regret,  of  the  interruption  of  diplomatic 
intercourse  between  the  Emperor's  government  and  that  of  Oreat  Britain, 
and  I  sincerely  hope  that  it  may  not  be  followed  by  any  serious  results  or 
even  be  long  continued.    I  am  authorized  to  say,  through  you,  to  the  Duke 
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d'Abrantes  that  if  it  shall  be  thought  that  the  (^ood  offices  of  this  govern- 
ment wonld  be  usefnl  in  forwarding  a  reconciliation  upon  terms  honorable 
to  both  parties,  those  good  offices  will  be  freely  rendered.  It  would  be  to 
the  President  a  pleasing  duty  to  facilitate  in  that  way,  or  in  any  other,  the 
interests  of  Brazil. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD.    , 
Jambs  Watson  Webb,  4«-,  ^'\  4^« 


Mr,  Wehh  to  Ma^.  Seward, 

[Extract.] 


No.  51.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Petropdisy  June  23,  1863. 

Sir:  This  government  has  not  as  yet  responded  to  my  despatches  in  regard 
to  the  pirates  Alabama,  Florida,  and  Georgia,  but  1  have  reason  to  know  are 
exceedingly  annoyed  at  their  having  been  in  the  waters  of  Brazil.  They 
have  had  a  narrow  escape  from  the  Mohican,  which  vessel  must  at  one  time 
have  been  in  their  immediate  vicinity;  and  if  her  commander  had  pushed  on 
to  Rid,  when  so  near  it,  he  could  not  have- failed  to  have  fallen  in  with  two 
of  them  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape  Frio,  and  directly  in  the  track  of  vessels 
bouncl  to  thid  port.  But  doubtless  the  commander  of  the  Mohican  was  mis- 
led by  some  cunningly  devised  report,  manufactured  by  the  pirates  themselves, 
and  circulated  by  their  English  friends  in  Bahia.  Consul  Wilson  reports  that 
the  Onward  is  at  Bahia,  in  search  of  the  pirates;  and  I  indulge  the  hope  that 
she  will  be  more  successful  than  the  Mohican  has  been. 

The  continued  depredations  of  these  pirates  directly  off  the  mouth  of  the  har- 
bor of  Rio  are  exceedingly  annoying  to  all  Americans  in  Brazil,  and  go  to  prove 
the  absolute  necessity  of  two  good  steamers-of-war,  of  great  speed  and  powerful 
armament,  at  Rio.  Iron-clads  would  be  useless,  and  so  with  ordinary  gunboats; 
but  two  vessels  of  the  Ticonderoga  class  would  effectually  protect  our  commerce 
and  insure  the  capture  of  any  piratical  cruisers  that  might  venture  to  visit  this 
coast. 

As  our  consul  will  make  full  reports  to  you  of  the  disasters  to  our  commerce 
which  have  been  reported  since  the  pirates  left  Bahia,  I  forbear  further  allusion 
to  the  subject. 

JAMES  WATSON  WEBB. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  !fc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Webb. 


Ko.  69.]  Department  of  State, 

Was/iingion,  July  13,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  23d  of  May  (No.  47)  has  been  received,  together 
with  its  accompaniment,  viz :  a  correspondence  that  has  taken  place  between 
yourself  and  his  Imperial  Majesty's  minister  for  foreign  affairs  on  the  subject  of 
certain  favors  which  were  recently  extended  in  the  ports  of  Bahia  and  Per- 
nambuco  to  the  piratical  vessels  Alabama  and  Florida.  This  government  had 
already  been  informed  of  the  injurious  proceedings  referred  to  by  the  United 
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States  couBuls  residing  in  those  ports.  Your  proceedings  in  that  respect  are 
approved,  as  is  also  the  demand  which  you  addressed  to  the  minister  for  foreign 
^airs  for  redress  and  satisfaction. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  say  that  the  President  is  gratified  witli  the 
just  and  liberal  spirit  which  pervades  the  reply  of  the  Marquis  d'Abrantes,  and 
confidently  expects  that  the  satisfaction  which  you  have  asked  will  be  promptly 
accorded.  Nevertheless,  in  making  this  acknowledgment  to  the  marquis,  you 
must  at  the  same  time  inform  him  that  this  government  expects  that  an  end 
shall  be  made  of  the  practices  of  the  presidents  of  provinces  of  which  those 
now  complained  of  are  only  new  repetitions. 

It  would  not  be  becoming  to  add  here  an  explanation  of  the  specific  measures 
to  which  this  government  may  be  expected  to  resort  for  the  rescue  of  its  com- 
merce from  the  depredations  which  it  is  suffering  through  the  erroneous  and  un- 
friendly action  of  nations  with  which  the  United  States  are  at  peace.  I  may 
properly  say,  however,  that  if  nations  shall,  in  violation  of  our  rights,  suffer  their 
ports  to  become  bases  for  the  operations  of  pirates  against  us,  we  shall  adopt 
such  remedies  as  the  laws  of  self-defence  allow.  It  is  the  earnest  desire  of  the 
United  States  to  remain  at  peace  with  all  nations.  We  have  sought,  especially, 
to  deserve  the  friendship  of  Brazil,  and  shall  persevere  in  that  friendly  policy 
so  long  as  the  Emperor  shall  ticcord  to  us  commercial  and  national  rights, 
which  are  not  less  essential  to  Brazil  and  all  the  other  American  states  than  to 
ourselves. 

The  violations  on  our  commercial  and  maritime  rights  by  British  subjects  in 
British  ports,  to  which  you  have  alluded,  still  remain  a  subject  of  discussion 
with  her  Majesty's  government;  and  it  is  hoped  that,  although  it  is  attended  by 
much  embarrassment,  a  satisfactory  understanding  will  be  attained. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

James  Watson  Webb,  Esq. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Webb. 
[Extract  ] 

No.  71.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  25,  1863. 

SiB:  Your  despatch  of  June  7  (No.  50)  has  been  received.  So  much  of  it 
as  relates  to  the  case  of  the  Nebo  is  approved. 

While  I  see  nothing  to  disapprove  in  that  part  of  the  despatch  which  relates 
to  the  indulgencies  extended  in  Brazilian  ports  to  the  piratical  cruisers  which 
have  been  engaged  in  devastating  our  national  commerce,  I  reserve  all  authori- 
tative direction  upon  the  subject  until  a  reasonable  time  shall  have  elapsed 
for  obtaining  the  further  answer  to  your  note  which  has  been  promised  by  the 
Marquis  d'Abrantes. 

•  •  ••#  #  #  »  »  « 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD.   ' 
James  Watson  Webb,  Esq 
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CHILI. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Nelson. 

No.  14.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  19,  1862. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  May  1  (No.  33)  has  been  received. 

The  change  of  opinion  and  sentiment  which  has  taken  place  in  Chili  in 
regard  to  our  domestic  troubles  is  the  attainment  of  an  important  advantage 
which  the  President  early  determined  to  secure,  if  possible,  by  frank,  hon- 
orable, and  generous  efforts.  It  is  certainly  true  that  there  cannot  perma- 
nently exist  two  autagonistical  systems  of  government  upon  this  continent, 
nor  can  there  always  be  two  commercial  systems  upon  this  continent,  one 
of  which  must  have  its  centre  here  and  the  other  in  Europe.  The  social  dif- 
ferences which  distinguish  the  Latin  races  from  those  of  northern  stock  are 
likely  tOsbe  long  perpetuated  on  that  continent.  But  there  is  a  constant 
and  rapid  tendency  towards  harmony  and  assimilation  between  them  in 
America,  and  ultimately  a  constitution  of  society  decidedly  American  must 
exist  here.  Such  a  change  is  necessary  to  secure  a  complete  development 
of  the  resources  of  the  continent,  and  necessary  even  to  render  the  states 
which  are  to  exist  here  safe  against  domestic  divisions  and  foreign  aggres- 
sion. The  change,  however,  is  to  be  effected  not  by  wars  and  conquests, 
but  peacefully  through  the  influence  of  moral  causes.  Each  American  state 
must  practice  justice  *and  forbearance  and  cordial  friendship  towards  every 
other  state,  and  all  must  come  to  learn  that  political  institutions,  which  fail 
to  secure  peace  and  to  create  prosperity,  cannot  be  upheld  even  by  any 
combination  with  foreign  powers. 

The  United  States  want  no  more  extended  empire.  The  field  they  occupy 
is  adequate  to  the  employment  of  all  their  energies,  and  ample  for  the  play 
of  their  just  ambition.  Thus  content  with  their  boundaries,  they  daily 
become  more  intolerant  of  the  idea  of  any  division  of  their  domain,  or  any 
encroachment  upon  it  by  foreign  powers.  These  sentiments  have  thus  far 
been  the  great  invigorating  forces  of  the  country  in  the  present  war,  and 
have,  as  we  believe,  carried  us  safely  to  the  point  where  the  end  begins. 
We  have  not  been  unaware  that  reactionary  forces  have  manifested  them- 
selves in  neighboring  American  states,  and  threatened  a  subversion  of  their 
republican  institutions,  and  of  course  a  subversion  of  their  sovereignty  and 
independence.  It  might  be  doubtful  whether  states  thus  menaced  could  in 
any  case  be  benefited  by  material  aid  borrowed  from  any  foreign  nation. 
Every  loan  of  that  kind  is  ultimately  repaid  with  the  loss  of  a  part  of  the 
independence  which  it  was  intended  to  save.  But  the  Latin  states  of 
America  may  rest  assured  that  the  United  States  will  maintain  their  own 
integrity  and  independence  through  the  greatest  trials,  and  thus  show  to 
the  world  that  American  institutions  possess  virtues  and  advantages  which 
make  the  nations  which  enjoy  them  indissoluble  and  invulnerable.  Wc 
invite  Chili  and  all  the  other  American  states  to  cultivate  the  same  spirit, 
and  exhibit  the  same  determination. 

The  attempt  to  revolutionize  the  American  Union  has  already  failed. 
The  disappointed  faction,  if  they  are  to  be  believed,  will  seek  compensation 
for  their  failnre  in  revenge.  They  have  commenced  what  they  threaten  shall 
be  a  twenty  years'  guerilla  war.    The  measure  itself  is  an  evidence  of  hnbe- 
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cility,  and  of  a  profound  misunderstanding  of  the  American  character.  Peace 
and  harmony  under  the  authority  of  the  federal  Union  are  due  as  a  reward  to 
the  loyalty  and  virtue  which  the  American  people  have  practiced  in  their  recent 
trial,  and  they  are  not  now  far  distant. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

.   WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Thomas  H.  Nelson,  Esq. 


Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  48.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Chilh  September  1,  1862. 
Sir  :  Upon  the  30th  ultimo  I  addressed  the  secretary  of  foreign  relations  a 
note,  having  for  its  object  a  frank  exposition  of  what  I  deemed  the  sentiments 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States  towards  the  other  American  republics. 
In  preparing  thb  note,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted,  I  avail  myself 
of  the  views  expressed  in  your  despatch  No.  14,  of  June  19,  1862,  and  in  the 
correspondence  submitted  by  you  to  the  President,  under  date  of  April  14,  in 
compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  February  3, 

1862. 

•  •••#•••  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants 

THOMAS  H.  NELSOM. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 


Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr.  Tocornal. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Chili,  August  30,  1862. 

Sir  :  Upon  the  1st  of  May  last,  in  a  despatch  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  United  States,  I  had  the  honor  to  express  my  gratification  at  the 
hearty  manifestations  of  a  desire  evinced  by  a  portion  of  the  press  of  Chili  for 
the  suppression  of  the  domestic  dissension  existing  in  the  United  States  and  for 
a  closer  drawing  together  of  the  bonds  uniting  the  other  nations  of  America  with 
our  own.  I  moreover  assured  the  honorable  Secretary  of  my  belief  that  these 
were  the  prevailing  sentiments  of  the  government  as  well  as  of  the  people  of 
this  republic,  who  were,  to  say  the  least,  solicitous  regarding  the  policy  of  some 
of  the  powers  of  western  Europe  towards,  the  comparatively  defenceless  states 
of  Spanish  America.  I  also  alluded  to  the  gratifying  circumstance  that  the 
United  States  and  their  citizens  had,  in  my  opinion,  never  before  occupied  a 
more  favorable  position  in  the  estimation  of  Chili  than  at  present — a  more  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  our  people,  aims  and  policy,  having  developed  a  true  appre- 
ciation and  cordial  esteem,  which  could  not  but  most  favorably  affect  all  our 
relations  with  this  republic. 

Under  date  of  the  19th  of  June,  1862,  the  honorable  Secretary  addressed  me, 
in  reply  to  the  one  above  alluded  to,  a  despatch  of  which  the  relative  positions 
of  the  United  States  of  America  and  her  sister  republics,  in  view  of  the  gravity 
of  the  present  political  situation,  form  the  basis. 

Feeling  assured  that  a  knowledge  of  the  sentiments  of  my  government  upon 
this  subject  caimot  but  be  most  gratifying  to  the  government  of  your  excellency, 
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I  iunre  beHeved  tbut  our  oiBdal  intercooree  could  not  be  more  agreeably  iniUated 
than  in  a  frank  and  sincere  expression  of  such  sentiments  of  which  I  am  most 
kmp7  in  being  the  exponent. 

I  need  not  assnre  your  excellency  that  my  government  has  felt  the  most  pro- 
foimd  interest  in  the  events  now  occnrrine  in  the  neighboring  and  sister  repub- 
lic of  Mexico,  wherein  reactionary  forces  have  been  threatening  a  subversion  ^i 
her  republican  institutions,  and,  of  course,  a  subversion  of  her  sovereignty  and 
is^pendence. 

Tne  United  States  are  deeply  concerned  in  the  peace  of  nations,  and  at  the 
same  time  aim  to  be  loyal  in  all  their  relations  to  European  as  well  as  Amer- 
ican states.  The  President,  while  relying  upon  the  good  faith  of  the  allied 
powers,  and  confident  of  their  sincerity  in  declaiming  any  intention  to  inter- 
vene to  change  the  constitutional  form  of  government,  has  deemed  it  his  duty 
to  express  to  them  the  opinion  that  no  monarchical  government  which  could  be 
founded  in  Mexico,  in  the  presence  of  foreign  navies  and  armies  in  her  waters 
and  upon  her  soil,  would  have  any  prospect  of  security  or  permanency ;  second- 
ly, that  the  instability  of  such  a  monarchy  there  would  be  enhanced  if  the 
throne  should  be  assigned  to  any  person  not  of  Mexican  nativity.  That  under 
such  circumstances  the  new  government  must  ^edl,  unless  it  cotdd  draw  into  its 
support  European  alliances,  which,  relating  back  to  the  present  invasion,  would, 
in  fact,  make  it  the  beginning  of  a  permanent  policy  of  armed  European  inter- 
vention, injurious  and  practically  hostile  to  the  most  general  system  of  govern- 
ment on  the  continent  of  America,  and  this  would  be  the  beginning,  rather  than 
the  ending,  of  revolution  in  Mexico. 

In  such  a  case  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  permanent  interests  and  sym- 
pathies of  the  United  States  wotild  be  with  the  oUier  American  republics.  It 
is  not  intended  on  this  occasion  to  predict  the  course  of  events  which  might 
happen  as  a  consequence  of  the  proceeding  contemplated,  either  on  this  continent 
or  in  Europe.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  tiiat,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  ^e 
emancipation  of  our  own  country  from  European  control  has  been  the  principal 
feature  in  its  histoir  during  the  last  century. 

Between  some  of  the  South  American  republics  and  our  own  there  has  ex- 
isted, not  remotely,  an  alienation,  founded  partly  upon  an  imperfect  apprecia- 
tion of  our  sentiments,  partly  upon  errors  and  prejnaices  peculiar  to  themselves, 
and  yet  not  altogether  without  fault  upon  our  own  part — an  alienation  tempo- 
rary in  its  character,  and  which  I  rejoice  to  know  has' yielded  to  a  better 
knowledge  of  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  sin- 
cerity of  their  cordial  interest  in  the  integrity  and  welfare  of  sister  republic?. 

The  social  differences  which  distinguish  the  Latin  races  from  those  of  north-~\ 
em  stock  are  likely  to  be  long  perpetuated  upon  the  continent  of  Europe.    But 
there  is  a  constant  and  rapid  tendency  towards  harmony  and  assimilation 
between  them  in  America,  and  ultimately  a  constitution  of  society  decidedly 
American  must  exist  here.     Such  a  change  is  necessary  to  secure  a  complete  . 
development  of  the  resources  of  the  continent,  and  necessary  even  to  rendtr 
the  states  which  are  to  exist  here  safe  against  domestic  disorders  and  foreign 
aggression.    The  change,  however,  is  to  be  effected,  not  by  wars  and  conquests, 
but  peacefully  through  the  inflaence  of  moral  causes.    Every  American  state 
mast   practice  patience  and  forbearance  and  cordial  friendship  towards  -every 
other,  and  all   must   come  to  learn  that   political   institutions   which  fail  to 
secure  peace  and  to  create  prosperity  cannot  be  upheld,  even  by  any  combi^ 
nation  with  forein  powers.    The  United  States  want  no  more  extended 
empire.    The  field  they  occupy  is  adequate  to  the  employm^it  of  all  their 
energies,  and  ample  for  the  play  of  their  just  ambition.    Thus  content  with 
tbeir  boundaries,  they  daily  become  more  intolerant  of  the  idea  of  any  divinon 
of  tbeir  domain  or  encroachment  upon  it  by  foreign  powers.     These  Bent»- 
nicnts  have  thus  fcur  been  the  great  invigoratmg  forces  ef  the  United  States » 
7511  ^..j.u^^v.., ^.^ 
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during  their  present  domestic  dissensions,  and  I  need  scarcely  assure  yovr 
excellency  that  they  feel  now  confident  of  a  speedy  and  cotnplete  re-estab- 
lishment of  peace  within  their  borders.  The  Lratin  states  of  America  may 
rest  assured  that  the  United  States  will  maintain  their  integrity  and  inde- 
pendence through  the  greatest  trials,  and  thus  show  to  the  world  that 
American  institutions  possess  virtues  and  advantages  which  make  the  nations 
enjoying  them  indissoluble  and  invulnerable. 

We  invite  Chili  and  all  other  American  states  to  cultivate  the  same  spirit 
and  exhibit  the  same  determination. 

These,  your  excellency,  are  the  sentiments  of  the  government  and  people 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  I  gladly  avail  myself  of  this  opportunitj 
of  manifesting  to  the  government  of  Chili  how  deep  is  their  interest  in  the 
wel£Eu«  of  every  other  American  republic,  how  disinterested  their  desire  that 
the  relations  subsisting  between  these  several  nations  and  their  own  shall 
assume  a  spirit  more  elevated  than  one  of  merely  commercial  or  conventional 
amity,  a  spirit  earnestly  American  in  the  continental  sense  of  the  word,  and 
fraternal  in  no  mere  diplomatic  meaning  of  the  term,  conducive  to  their  mutual 
prosperity  and  happiness,  and  ultimately  auspicious  to  all  republican  statea 
throughout  the  world. 

Availing  myself  of  this  occasion,  allow  me  to  reiterate  to  your  excellency 
the  earnest  assurances  of  distinguished  consideration  and  high  esteem  witn 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 

His  Excellency  the  Secretary  of  Fobbign  Relations 

Of  the  Republic  of  ChUu 


Mr.  Nelson  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 


No.  51.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  Chili,  September  17,  1862. 
Sir  {  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herein  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  me 
by  the  secretary  of  foreign  relations  of  Chili  on  the  13th  instant,  in  re^dy  to 
the  one  transmitted  by  me  to  his  excellency  on  the  30th  ultimo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your    obedient    servant, 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 


Mr.  Tocomal  to  Mr.  Nelson. 
[Tnmalation.]     • 

Santiago,  September  13,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  Ghili,  has  had  the  hmior 
to  receive  the  note  which  the  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiAi^  of 
the  United  States  was  pleased  to  address  to  him,  under  date  of  the  30th  ultnao. 

His  excellency  has  thought  proper  therein  to  express  to  the  underskned 
how  agreeable  it  is  to  him  to  initiate  their  relations  oy  a  manifestation  of  die 
sentiments  which  animate  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  Statei 
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towards  the  Chilian  governm^t  and  nation,  and  towards  all  the  other  Spanish 
American  republics. 

The  undersigned,  while  accepting  the  manifestation  transmitted  bj  the  Hon. 
Hr.  Nelson,  highly  congratulates  himself  that  it  affords  him  the  opportunity  of 
setting  forth,  in  his  turn,  the  kindly  feelings  entertained  by  the  Chilian  govem- 
iaent  and  people  towards  the  govemment  and  people  of  the  United  States  of 
North  America. 

Nothing  is  more  natural  than  that  the  republic  of  Chili  should  view  with 
^at  interest  the  painful  crisis  at  present  afBictiug  the  United  States,  and  should 
pray  for  its  early  conclusion  in  the .  most  satisfactory  maniier.  ,*i*— 

Notwithstanding  the  diversity  of  origin  and  of  language,  the  United  States 
and  the  Spanish  American  republics  are  mutually  united  by  the  strong  boud  of 
analogous  political  institutions,  in  whose  development  they  found  the  hope 
of  a  growing  prosperity,  which  must,  of  necessity,  cause  each  to  view  the 
&te  of  the  others  as  of  an  interest  not  foreign,  but  their  own.  If,  hereto- 
fore, there  have  been  at  times  motives  wbich  may  have  enfeebled  the  friendly 
relations  of  the  Spanish  American  republics  with  the  United  States ;  u 
there  has  existed  a  want  of  confidence,  either  founded  or  unfounded;  if,  per- 
haps, the  principles  which  guided  the'  cabinet  at  Washington  in  diplomatic 
afimrs  have  not  always  been  well  appreciated,  the  undersigned  flatters  himself 
that  the  solution  of  the  crisis  through  which  the  United  States  are  now  passing, 
while  it  will  assure  them  the  elevatedrank  which,  in  a  brief  period  of  their 
history,  they  have  obtained  among  the  great  nations  of  the  earth,  thanks  to 
tJie  powerful  resources  of  their  territory,  and,  more  than  all,  to  the  admurable 
efforts  of  their  citizens,  must  contribute  to  draw  closer  togtther  the  relations  of 
true  fraternity  with  the  Sfianish  American  states,  causing  all  the  republics  of 
this  continent  to  consider  themselves  as  the  members  of  one  and  the  same 
hjmly'. 

The  sincere  union  of  all  the  republics  of  the  American  continent,  whatever 
be  their  historical  antecedents,  will  be  a  fact  pregnant  with  great  and  profitable 
results,  since  it  must  co-operate  not  only  to  the  security  of  republican  institu- 
tions, but,  also,  to  the  moral  and  material  progress  of  these  states,  and  even  to 
the  preservation  of  friendly  relations  with  European  nations,  which  Chili,  as 
well  as  the  United  States,  desires  to  cultivate  and  foment. 

The  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  is 
alflo  pleasea  to  inform  the  undersigned  that  his  govemment  has  viewed  with 
especial  interest  the  events  occurring  in  Mexico;  and  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  although  confident  in  the  good  faith  of  the  allied  powers,  and  in  the 
sincerity  of  their  promises  not  to  intervene  to  change  the  form  of  govemment 
of  Mexico,  has  deemed  it  his  duty  to  manifest  to  them  his  opinion  that  a  mon- 
archy, upheld  by  foreign  armies  and  navies,  would  have  no  prospect  of  perma- 
nency in  that  country. 

The  undersigned  has  been  especially  charged  by  the  president  of  the  republic 
to  manifest  to  the  envoy  extraoinlinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  that  he  par- 
ticipates in  the  accurate  opinion  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  upon 
the  inefficacy  of  substituting  in  Mexico  for  the  republic  a  monarchy  constituted 
in  fsLYOT  of  a  Mexican  citizen  or  foreign  prince.  A  foreign'prince  would,  doubt- 
lees,  need  the  constant  aid  and  protection  of  foreign  forces,  which  would 
place  him  under  a  permanent  tutelage,  which,  while  it  would  weaken  the  pres- 

§^  of  authority,  would  deprive  him  of  his  tme  independence.  A  citizen  of 
exico  would  meet  with  analogous  difficulties  and  the  want  of  those  historical 
antecedents  which,  in  great  part,  constitute  the  power  of  monarchical  govem- 
meiits.  So  that  it  is  impossible  to  believe  that  it  would  succeed  in  meriting 
the  adhesion  of  the  people. 

Nor  are  social  ana  political  changes  so  easily  effected.  The  constitution,  in 
republics  of  the  different  sections  of  Spanish  America,  is,  doubtless,  the  mostj 
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prominent  &ct  of  their  bistoiy,  as  it  is  in  regard  to  Ae  United  State8>  as  ob- 
served bj  his  excellency  the  envoy  extraordinarv  and  minister  plenipotentiarj. 
And  a  new  change  in  the  form  of  government  of  Mexico  wonkL  require  ra^nd 
modifications  in  her  customs  and  other  social  elements,  which,  even  on  the 
hypothesis  that  they  could  be  effected  at  the  cost  of  immense  sacrifices  and  in 
a  long  series  of  years,  would  give  room  for  a  movement  of  reorganization,  slow 
and  dangerous,  which  would  prolong  the  evil  condition  of  affairs  in  Mexico 
instead  of  affordinff  a  remedy  therefor. 

It  is  undoubted^  much  to  be  regretted  tbat  the  perturbations  which  hare 
agitated  the  Spanish  American  republics,  and  especially  Mexico,  should  bane 
weakened  the  prestige  of  the  republican  system  in  the  estimation  of  a  few, 
obliging  them  to  seek  a  remedy  in  another  form  of  government,  which,  instead 
of  being  the  end,  would  be  the  beginning  of  new  and  mote  sanguinary  con- 
tests. 

By  an  error  of  judgment  they  deem  order  and  prosperity  irreconcilable  in4 
the  republican  system,  as  though  stability  and  the  guarantees  of  a  good  goveni- 
ment  oelonged  alone  to  monudby,  without  reflecting  that  the  histoiy  of  afl 
f^es  has  condemned  the  principles  of  absolutism,  and  that  (both)  republicaniBm 
and  monarchy  have  given  to  nations  prosperity  and  glory. 

For  the  rest,  the  government  of  the  United  States  ought  ever  to  count  upon 
the  assuruice  of  filing  that  reciprocity  of  ideas  and  sentim^ito  which  tbe 
undersigned  has  had  the  honor  to  manifest  in  this  note  to  the  honorable  Mr. 
Nelson. 

The  undersigned  likewise  entertains  the  conviction  that  his  excellency,  who 
so  worthily  and  so  acceptably  to  the  government  of  Chili  Mfik  the  high  mk- 
sion  with  which  he  is  charged,  will  continue,  as  up  fi>  the  present  time,  co-opem- 
ting  in  the  development  and  increase  of  the  cordiality  and  harmony  wbicb 
happily  exist  between  the  republics  of  Chili  and  the  United  States. 

With  this  motive  the  undersigned  takes  pleasure  in  renewing  to  the  en^oj 
extraordinary  and  minister  nlenipotentiary  the  assurances  of  hie  high  aed  dia- 
.  tineuished  consideration,  and  in  subscribing  himself  his  exeellency's  attentive 
and  obsequious  servant, 

MANUEL  A.  TOOOBNAL. 

The  Envoy  Extraordinary 

and  Minuter  Plenipotentiary  qf  the 

United  States  of  North  America, 


Mr.  NeUon  to  Mr.  Seward 
[Extract] 

Leqation  of  the  United  States, 

Santiago  de  ChiU,  Jamuary  15, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herein  a  copy  of  a  note  bj  me  addrcsseJ 
under  date  of  the  12th  instant  to  his  excellency  the  secretarv  of  foreign  reb- 
tions  of  Chili,  conveving  to  him  the  satisfaction  experienced  by  my  govera- 
ment  upon  learning  tne  just  and  liberal  sentiments  of  his  own  in  regard  to  the 
jpolicy  of  the  American  States  and  their  mutual  relations,  and  also  upon  beiaf 
informed  of  the  generous  sentiments  of  sympathy  entertained  by  the  enlidkl' 
ened  statesmen  of  Chili  towards  the  United  States,  and  of  confidence  in  wk 
final  triumph  over  the  dangers  by  which  they  are  momentarily  assailed. 

In  former  despatches  I  have  had  occasion  to  allude  to  the  gratifying  diaage 
in  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  Chili  towards  the  United  States,  as  raanifestei 
by  the  press  and  private  individuals,  as  well  as  by  the  government  itself. 

A  few  days  since  I  called  upon  Don  Manuel  A.  Tocomal,  secretary  of  bt- 
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eign  relations.  The  yifiit  was  of  an  entirely  nnofficial  character,  and  at  his  pri- 
Tate  residence;  bnt  the  oonversationy  being  almost  ezclnsivelj  confined  to 
the  state  of  affairs  in  the  United  Statej,  was  of  so  interesting  a  nature  that  I 
deem  it  my  duty  to  transmit  to  you  a  brief  summary  of  the  same. 

Ur.  Tocomal,  after  alluding  to  the  reply  of  the  cabinet  of  St.  Petersburg  to 
the  note  of  M.  Dronyib  de  THuys,  proposing  mediation  in  American  affbirs, 
chasaeterized  it  as  "  frank  and  jnst»"  stating  that  Russia  had  pursued  a  frank 
and  friendly  policy  towards  the  United  States  from  the  beginning  of  the  re- 
bdlion.  He  stated  that  he  fdt  the  deepest  interest  in  the  presentation  of  the 
mtegrity  of  the  American  Union,  and  frequently  conversed  with  the  venerable 
Don  Andres  Bello  upon  American  affairs,  looking  up  to  his  counsels  as  to  the 
impartial  views  of  a  philosopher,  whose  advancea  age  and  approaching  end 
rendered  his  words  most  impressive,  and  worthy  of  respectful  attention.  Mr. 
Bello  stated  to  him  that  as  an  American,  in  its  continental  sense,  he  could  not 
but  regard  with  the  most  profound  interest  the  existing  struggle,  and  feel 
eamesUy  h(^eful  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union ;  that  viewing  the  subject 
dispassionately,  Americans  could  not  regard  the  possible  breaking  up  of  so 
great  and  good  a  nation  otherwise  than  as  a  calamity  to  mankind. 

That  Ajmericans  must  not  deceive  themselves  nor  suffer  remembranees  of 
past  events  to  blind  them  to  the  true  interests  of  this  continent,  which  would 
receive  a  fatal  blow  in  the  severance  of  the  United  States.  That,  putting 
asi^  all  considerations  save  those  of  mere  interest,  it  was  evident  that  in  the 
maintenance  of  one  great  power  in  the  north,  instead  of  two  of  lesser  might, 
kytfie  great  safi^uard  of  the  integrity  of  the  political  rights  of  this  continent. 
"  What,"  said  he,  "  would  be  the  result  of  dissolution  1  We  acknowledge 
that  the  United  States  are  far  in  advance  of  us  in  all  the  elements  of  progress 
and  civilization.  We  know  that  the  north  alone  would  be  scarcely  less  great, 
as  eompared  with  South  America,  than  the  United  States ;  that  even  the  south 
alone  would  be  great  in  comparison,  yet  the  question  would  finally  be  trans- 
ferred to  Europe  for  settlement,  and  we  need  the  protecting  power  of  one  great 
and  undivided  nation  in  the  north  to  check  her  ambitious  designs.  Were  the 
rebellion  to  succeed,  peace  would  not  ensue ;  for  while  in  the  north  there  were  the 
grand  elements  of  conservatism,  labor,  intellectuality  and  respect  for  authority, 
in  the  south  there  existed  the  thirst  for  territory  and  the  eerms  of  continual 
discord.  The  United  States  not  only  need  no  more  extended  territory,  but  be- 
lieve that  by  widening  their  boundaries  their  po^er  would  be  weakened; 
while  the  south  has  been  for  years  watching  her  defenceless  neighbors,  hoping 
to  acquire  territory  for  the  extension  of  her  favorite  institution." 

Mr.  Tocomal.  concluded  by  stating  that  he  coincided  fully  in  the  views  and 
sentiments  expressed  by  Mr.  Bello. 

I  availed  myself  of  the  occasion  to  assure  the  minister  of  the  satisfaction 
with  which  my  government  had  been  made  aware  of  the  generous  sympathy 
and  confidence  expressed  by  Chili  in  the  success  of  our  arms  in  the  present 
struggle,  and  reiterated  the  assurance  that  the  United  States  never  tor  one 
moment  admitted  the  possibility  of  a  severance  of  that  Union,  or  the  destruction 
of  the  best  and  wisest  government  in  the  world  by  the  hand  of  faction. 

•  •  •  •  •  4e  •  •• 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 
Hon.  WiLU*AM  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 
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Mr,  NeUim  to  Mr,  Tocamal, 

LSGATIoVf  OF  THE  UnITBD  StATBS, 

i^antiago  de  ChUh  January  12,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  take  great  pleasure  in  transmitting  to  yoor  elcellencj  the  following 
extmct  firom  a  recent  despatch  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States: 

"It  will  be  to  you,  I  am  sure,  a  pleasant  dutj  to  inform  his  excellency  M. 
Tocomal  that  the  President  appreciates  in  the  highest  degree  the  just  and  libenl 
sentiments  in  regard  to  the  policy  of  the  American  states  and  their  mutoal  idft- 
tions  which  are,  expressed  in  the  yerj  able  note  of  the  Chilian  minister  £»r 
foreign  affairs  which  you  haye  transmitted  with  your  despatch." 

In  a  subsequent  communication  the  honorable  Secretary  assures  me  that  the 
President  was  deeply  impressed  by  the  hospitalities  shown  to  Mr.  Mackie,  and 
by  the  generous  sentiments  towards  our  country  expressed  by  his  excellency 
the  president  and  other  enlightened  statesmen  of  Ghiu,  adding : 

**The  United  States,  although  greatly  absorbed  in  the  conduct  of  an  unayoidable 
ciyil  war  of  no  inconsiderable  dimensions,  haye  neyertheless,  not  eyen  for  one 
moment,  lost'  sight  of  the  position  which  they  hold  in  relation  to  the  cause  of 
freedom  and  humanity  in  this  hemisphere.  They  are  especially  grateful  to  die 
republic  of  Chili  for  its  renewed  expressions  of  sympathy  and  confidence  in  their 
triumph  oyer  the  dangers  by  which  they  are  for  the  moment  assailed." 

It  is  with  sincere  satisfaction  that  I  haye  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  excel- 
lency these  sentiments  of  my  goyemment ;  and  ayailing  myself  of  this  occasion, 
I  beg  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurances  of  my  cordial  esteem  and  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

THOMAS  H.  NELSON. 

His  Excellency  the  Srcrbtary  of  Foreign  Bblations 

Of  the  Republic  qf  ClUu 
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PORTUGAL- 


Mr.  Harvey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  162.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Lisbon,  October  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  A  letter  from  Mr.  Spragae,  United  States  consul  at  Gibraltar,  informs 
me  that  the  storeship  Release,  which  recently  came  from  Fajal  to  notify  our 
Baval  commanders  of  the  pkatical  expedition  near  Flores,  has  reached  Algeciras, 
and  is  now  lying  opposite  the  Sumter,  in  l^e  hope  of  detaining  the  latter  until 
another  and  a  better  ship  can  discharge  the  duty  of  guarding  the  movements  of 
that  pirate. 

As  yet  no  intelligence  has  been  received  from  the  Constellation  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, and  it  is  not  known  where  she  is  cruising.  I  have  requested  Mr. 
Sprague  to  communicate  with  all  our  consuls  in  that  sea,  so  that  the  desired  in- 
formation may  reach  her  commander,  who  is  doubtless  engaged  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duty.  But  the  fact  that  there  is  a  want  of  concert  or  svstem  in  the  dis- 
position of  the  ships  which  have  been  sent  to  Europe  is  made  glaringly  manifest, 
If  hen  we  do  not  know  where  to  address  the  senior  officer  on  a  most  urgent  oc- 
casion. 

A  simple  plan  might  be  easily  adopted,  whereby  ministers  and  others  would 
be  informed  of  the  movements  of  these  few  ships,  and  how  to  reach  them  in  case 
of  necessity.  Without  some  such  plan  their  efficiency  and  value  will  be  materi- 
ally impaired. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  E.  HAEVEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Harvey  to  Mr.  Seward 


No.  171.]  -  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Lisbon,  November  5,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  apprehensions  expressed  in  my  despatches  for  several  months  past, 
when  I  repeatealy  urged  the  adoption  of  certKin  precautions  by  the  Navy  De- 
partment, nave  been  verified  by  serious  depredations  upon  our  commerce,  as  you 
must  have  learned  before  this  time. 

It  appears  from  news  just  received  here  that  the  piratical  cruiser  Alabama, 
after  destroying  a  large  number  of  whaling  ships  near  the  Azores,  steered  west- 
ward towards  the  bimks  of  Newfoundland,  so  as  to  be  in  the  track  of  regular 
trade  on  the  Atlantic,  where  several  other  vessels,  one  of  them  freighted  with 
flour  and  grain  for  this  port,  were  destroyed.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  as  soon 
as  that  intelligence  reached  Washington  prompt  measures  were  adopted  to  pro- 
tect our  outgoing  commerce. 

The  commander  of  the  Alabama  is  too  shrewd,  however,  to  expose  himself 
Tolontarily  to  capture,  and  too  active  in  the  enemy's  service  to  remain  long  in . 
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one  locality,  eBpeciallj  wbere  the  presence  of  an  eqnal  or  superior  force  may  be 
expected.  It  is  quite  probable  tbiat  be  will  recross  tbe  Atlantic  by  tbe  general 
route  of  travel,  with  a  chance  of  pursuing  his  criminal  Tocation  to  the  injuiy  of 
our  people. 

Acting  upon  this  theory,  and  after  personally  conferring  with  the  commandor 
of  the  T^carora,  (which  bad  returned  here  from  the  Azores,)  I  addressed  him 
a  letter  yesterday,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  marked  P,  and  in  accordance 
with  that  suggestion  he  started  to-day  on  a  cruise  of  protection  and  pursuit  with 
a  hope  of  encountering  the  pirate. 

After  being  informed  of  the  recent  outrages,  I  could  Hot  properly  permit  a 
ship-of-war  to  remain  idle  in  port  without  making  an  effort  to  punish  the  guiltj 
and  defend  the  innocent  That  reason  is  the  justification  of  my  action«  wUch  I 
venture  to  believe  will  receive  approval. 

I  transmit  herewith  papers,  marked  Q  and  B,  containing  a  report  from  CSaptain 
Yickerine  of  his  cruise  to  the  Azores.  The  Kearsarge,  which  he  commands, 
has  been  quite  unfortunate  in  her  machinery.  If  she  were  in  proper  condition, 
with  the  aid  of  the  Tuscarora,  and  another  swift  and  strong  steamer,  tbe  presoit 
service  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  could  be  efficiently  perrormed ;  bat  if  the  re- 
ports of  piratical  cruisers  being  fitted  out  on  the  Clyde,  and  near  Liverpool,  are 
true,  then  one  or  two  others  at  least  would  be  needed.  Unless,  however,  some 
organization  be  perfeeted,  by  which  every  ship  can  be  called  into  immediate  re- 
quisition, througn  regular  reports  from  the  commanders  to  the  ministers,  no  con- 
fidence in  good  results  will  be  felt.  Much  time,  money,  and  effort  have  beea 
most  unprofitably  expended,  simply  because  there  has  been  no  plan  and  no  etmr 
cert  in  these  praiseworthy  but  inefficient  endeavors. 

Again,  the  exigencies  which  may  arise,  as  hard  experience  has  already  shown, 
are  sudden,  and  can  scarcely  be  foreseen  or  provided  for  in  the  usual  orden 
given  to  commanding  officers  for  specific  cruises.  A  margin  of  discretion  most 
either  be  allowed  to  the  minister  who  is  called  upon  to  act,  or  to  some  superior 
naval  authority  in  charge  of  the  squadron  and  service.  I  have  never  hesitated 
to  take  any  responsibility  that  duty  required,  but  it  has  necessarily  been  con- 
fined to  pressing  emergencies,  as  I  have  not  felt  at  liberty  to  interfere  with  posi- 
tive orders,  when  having  in  view  precautionary  measures  only ;  nor  would  the 
officers,  in  such  eases,  have  felt  authorized  to  ignore  or  to  depart  from  thdr 
orders.  The  circumstances  are  unusual,  and  to  combat  them  suceeesfully  the 
means  must  be  adapted  to  the  end. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  E.  HAEVET. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  qf  State. 


P. 

I^OATIOir  Of  TUB  UiriTID  SiAm, 

Litbon,  Nctttmber  4,  I86S. 

Sia :  It  is  known,  from  yarioiis  sourceB  of  information,  that  the  piratical  cnuaer  Alabams 
Ib  8tiU  pursaing  the  career  of  deetnicUon  aDd  depredation  upon  American  oommeroe,  which 
was  recently  commenced  off  the  island  of  Flores. 

By  the  last  acoounti  it  would  seem  that  this  cruiser,  after  leaving  the  Aiores,  took  a 
western  course  towards  Newfoundland,  and  in  that  vicinity  destroyed  and  humt  other  tUpi 
hound  on  regular  voyages  between  New  York  and  the  ports  oi  ICurope.  Among  ihtm  wai 
one  laden  with  a  vaduable  cargo  for  this  port  , 

I  have  reason  to  helieve  that  a  large  number  of  vessels  freighted  with  oereala  have  al- 
ready left,  or  Boon  will  leave,  New  York  for  lisbon.  It  is  of  great  oonBequenoe  that  thej, 
and  others  in  Bimilar  category,  Bhould  be  protected.  Your  ship  is  the  only  cue  now  anfl- 
aBle  for  the  purpose  on  this  sido  of  the  Atlantic,  the  Kearsarge  being  temponMrily  disaMed. 

My  decided  opink>n  is,  and  my  advice  conforms  to  It,  that  the  Toscaiosa  should  piooiM 
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ibrthwiib  to  thow  mUn  and  plaoes  where  ibe  most  effioleiU  siiooor  and  paeteotf  oa  oan  bo 
aflbrded  to  merchant  yenela  destiDed  for  Europe,  or  vice  veraa,  from  and  to  the  northerm 
ports  of  the  United  States. 

I  would,  therefort ,  itroBf  ly  reoommend  a  cruise  between  the  Asores  and  the  west  At- 
lantic coast,  along  the  genenU  track  of  commerce,  until  proper  relittf  is  ftifBished  bj  the 
KaT7  Department,  whi<£  may  soon  be  eonfidently  expected,  if  it  has  not  already  bem  pro- 
Tided.  Afterwards  I  would  advise  you  to  return  to  Uiese  waters,  since  it  may  be  supposed 
that  the  scene  of  depredation  will  be  changed,  and  we  should  be  prepared  for  all  such  eon- 
iingencies. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

JAMES  B.  HABYBT. 
Gommander  T.  Augustus  CmATiir, 

UmltdSMmSUanm'  Tkmarom,  LUbon. 


Q. 
Ogrtain  Pkktrwg  to  Mr,  Harvey. 

T75ITID  StATKI  StIAMSBIP  KBAJtSABGB, 

Algfdnu  Bay,  OcUher  28,  1861. 

Sim :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  30th 
nltimo,  enclosing  a  description  of  the  rebel  steamer  Alabama,  and  a  translation  of  tli9 
proclamation  of  the  ELing  of  Portugal. 

In  oompliaaoe  with  your  request  that  I  shook!  commnnioate  with  you  as  often  as  prac- 
ticable on  the  progress  of  events,  &o ,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  reported  destractioa 
of  ten  American  whalers  by  the  Alabama  was  confirmed  by  our  consul,  Mr.  Charlat 
Babney,  from  whom,  and  from  other  authentic  sources,  I  learned  that  the  Alabama  sailed 
from  Liverpool  under  English  colors  and  the  name  of  '*290,"  followed  shortly  after  by  the 
Baioelona,  ladened  with  guns  and  aromnniUon.  These  steamers  eff^ed  the  transfer  ol 
armament,  ammunitioa,  stores,  ftc.,  at  a  small  bay  to  the  southward  and  westward  of  the 
town  of  Angra  (Teroeira)  under  Bnyli$h  eohrt,  and,  I  believe,  in  opposition  to  the  remon- 
stranoe  oi  the  anthocities  of  Aagra,  where,  after  tiie  tcansfer  was  oompleted,  guns  mounted, 
&a,  a  small  man,  with  gray  moustache,  aud  until  then  in  citiaen's  dress,  appeared  in 
confederate  uniform  and  took  command;  his  name  was  *'Semme8."  In  justice  to  tha 
Portuguese  government  and  to  the  authorities  of  the  Western  islands,  I  will  here  state  my 
conviction,  founded  upon  personal  observation  and  intercourse,  that  nothing  but  respect  to 
tlie  neutral  flag  prevented  the  seiaure  of  both  steamers  while  engaged  in  this  transfer.  It 
is  to  be  regretted  that  the  English  government  has  not  the  power  or  the  Inclination  to  pre* 
vent  this  abuse  and  prostitution  of  her  time  honored  flag. 

My  cruise  among  the  Western  islands,  I  regret  to  say,  was  out  short  by  the  report  of  my 
engineers  upon  the  condition  of  the  engines,  after  a  chase  of  nineteen  hours  In  pursuit  of  a 
double  smoke-pipe,  paddle-wheel  steamer,  which  I  lost  sight  of  during  a  dark  and  rainy 
night.     She  was  standing  to  eastward  and  probably  bound  to  England. 

Findiag  myself  crippled,  and  needing  five  or  six  dayfl*  repairs,  which  tt  woM  have  been 
Imprudent  to  have  attempted  at  this  season  of  the  year  at  the  Western  islands,  even  oould  the 
castings  have  been  obtained,  I  resolved  to  return ;  and  leaving  the  endoaed  order  witib 
Commander  Craven,  of  the  Tuscarora,  I  cruised  through  the  Islands,  touched  at  Madeira, 
and  arrived  here  on  Sunday  morning.  I  propose  sailing  for  Cadis  in  a  few  days. 
I  have  tiie  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  PICKEBIMa,  Otpiain. 

Hon.  Jaxis  K  Habvbt, 

UnUed  StaUi  Mmiiter,  Lisbon, 


VvasD  BsATEB  Shah-Sloop  Ejubsabob, 

Fayal,  OdAtr  14,  1862. 

Sm :  So  soon  m  you  have  satisfied  yourself  that  the  rebel  steamer  Alabama  has  left  the 
vieinity  ot  the  Aiores,  you  will  proceed  with  the  Tuscarora  to  Lisbon,  Portugal,  for  the 
pmpoae  of  confMiing  with  and  obtaining  such  information  from  the  United  States  minister,. 
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James  B.  Harray,  as  maygtiide  joor  fdtore  movements  for  the  piotectkm  of  our  commerot 
against  rebel  cniisen. 

I  am,  respec^lly,  &o.,  yonr  obedient  serrant,  

C.  W.  PICEEBING,  C^Um, 
Commander  T.  Auoitstub  GiuTnr, 

Oommandmg  UhHed  States  Sttamthip  Tiuearon, 


Mr.  Harvey  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  173.]  Legation  op  thb  United  States, 

LuhoH,  November  6,  1862 — evening. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  berewith  the  copy  of  a  telegram,  addressed  to  Commander 
Graren  bj  the  assistant  seeretarj  of  the  United  States  legation  at  Londoi, 
which  will  explain  itself. 

As  the  Tuscarora  started  yesterday  for  the  Azores,  and  for  a  cmise  beyond 
those  islands,  this  information  conld  not  be  communicated  to  her  commandsr. 
Its  importance,  however,  demanded  immediate  action,  and  I  hare  jnst  sent  the 
fbUowing  telegram  to  our  consul  at  Gibraltar  in  the  hope  of  intercepting  the 
Tuscarora  at  Fayal : 

"H.  J.  Speaoue,  United  States  Consul,  Gibraltar: 

''Telegraph  Oaptain  Pickering  immediately  that  steamer  Bahama,  with  men 
and  munitions,  is  eoing  to  meet  Semmes  at  Azores.  Turkish  steamer  Shas- 
gehaad  has  taken  despatches  there  for  Semmes. 

''Let  Kearsarge  return  to  Azores,  if  possible,  forthwith.     If  not,  let  Chippew 
go  with  this  information  to  meet  Tuscarora,  which  started  for  Fayal  yesterday 

"JAMES  E.  HARVEY." 

The  United  States  gunboat  Ohippewa,  now  at  Algeciras,  is  said  to  be  swift, 
and  if  my  suggestion  is  adopted  promptly,  these  pirates  may  be  captured.  All 
the  means  at  my  disposal  or  discretion  have  been  employed  with  as  much 
efficiency  as  the  circumstances  would  admit. 

It  is  veiT  evident  that  the  opinions  expressed  in  my  No.  168j-  are  well 
founded,  and  that  the  Western  islands  are  to  be  used  as  a  rendezvous  for  these 

firatical  cruisers,  and  their  British  confederates  with  munitions  and  supplies, 
shall  send  Mr.  Moran's  telegram  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  immediiUely, 
and  endeavor  to  see  him  personally  to-morrow;  but  you  have  already  been 
informed  of  the  technical  impediments  which  embarrass  my  position  and 
injnriousljvdelay  and  perplex  our  interests  here.  Until  this  difficulty  of  mere 
form  is  relieved,  we  must  expect  to  meet  vexatious  procrastination  at  every  stepi 
when  the  utmost  promptitude  is  needed. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  E.  HAfiVBT. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 
Secretary  of  State. 


[Telegram.] 

Lqrdoii,  Ootobib  6f  1862, 
%0'chek  10  i 


Steamer  Bahama,  with  men  and  mnnitions,  is  going  to  meet  Semmes  at  Western  islaodi. 
Tntkish  steamer  ShMgehaad  has  taken  despatches  there  for  Semmes.  Cmlse  there  for  lome. 
days  with  Kearsarge. 

HORAK,  Lonim. 
Captain  Gbatvn, 

UnM States  SleamirJSisoarora.  Digitized  by  GoOglc 
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Mr.  Harvey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  176.J  Legation  of  thk  United  States, 

Lisbon,  November  S,  1862. 

Sir:  The  correspondence  (in  copy,  marked  B  and  S)  herewith  commanicated 
needs  no  particolar  explanation.  It  was  necessarj  to  shape  my  action  promptly 
npon  the  information  received,  and  I  have  endeavored  to  exert  as  much  en^rej 
and  efficiency  as  indifferent  and  q:amped  means  allowed.  The  disability  of  uie 
Kearsarge  is  most  nnfortonate  now,  as  it  was  at  the  Azores. 

When  that  vessel  was  sent  to  those  islands,  with  the  Tuscarora  and  St. 
Louis,  I  did  not  anticipate  the  return  of  the  three  so  suddenly,  as  will  be  seen 
from  the  following  extract  of  a  general  letter  of  suggestion,  addressed  to  Oaptain 
Pickerinff,  the  senior  officer,  on  the  30th  of  Sept^uber,  which  was  delivered  to 
him  by  the  commander  of  the  St  Louis. 

"It  will  be  necessary,  in  any  event,  to  retain  one  of  the  two  steamers  at  the 
Asores  for  a  time.  The  insurgents  have  already  used  those  islands,  in  defiance 
of  the  Portuguese  authorities,  who  are  comparatively  powerless,  as  a  rendezvous 
for  coaling,  recruiting,  and  the  transfer  of  munitions  of  war  from  vessels  abusins^ 
the  Britisn  flag  to  steamers  in  the  service  of  the  so-called  confederates.  And  1 
am  crediblv  informed  that  a  plan  has  been  contrived  to  establish  a  coal  station 
at  one  of  the  islands,  makine  it  the  entrepot  of  a  regular  contraband  commerce, 
Inimical  to  the  interests  of  Uie  United  States,  and  in  flaerant  violation  of  the 
proclamation  of  the  King  of  Portugal,  of  July  29,  1861,  ot  which  I  enclose  yon 
a  translated  copy." 

The  expectation  thus  foreshadowed,  as  a  result  of  reflection'  only,  has  been 
Hterally  verified  by  recent  information  from  London,  already  communicated  to 
the  department  with  my  No.  173.  If  the  naval  officers  had  received  the  im- 
pression which  the  circumstances  and  situation  had  forced  upon  my  mind, 
one  of  the  steamers  would  have  remained  at  or  near  the  Azores,  and  thus  have 
saved  the  necessity  of  returning  there.  They  doubtless,  however,  acted  under 
their  best  convictions  of  duty. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  E.  HARVEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Barvey  to  Oaptain  Pkkering. 

Umhid  Stath  Lmatiov, 

LUbm^  NooemXm  6»  186S. 

Sir  :  I  baye  received  your  report  of  the  cmise  to  the  Aiores,  and  oommuDicated  a  copy 
of  it  to  the  Department  of  State  for  information. 

The  machinery  of  the  Kearsarge  appears  to  be  imperfect  and  nnfit  for  the  service  which 
she  has  been  and  may  be  required  to  perform,  if  the  reports  that  have  reached  me  from 
varioos  sources  are  correct.  Deferring  to  your  superior  knowledge  in  such  matters,  I  would 
Tentnre  to  suggest  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  have  the  defects  at  once  thoroughly 
examined  and  restored  wherever  the  repairs  can  be  done  most  speedily  and  completely, 
than  to  rely  npon  a  temporary  remedy,  with  the  haaard  of  a  recurrence  or  disability.  I 
am  informed  that  such  work  cannot  bd  executed  promptly  or  reliably  at  Cadis,  and  there- 
fore, if  you  concur  in  thele  views,  it  might  be  well  to  proceed  to  the  best  French  port  for 
that  purp<^. 

A  note  from  Commander  Mann  has  Just  reached  me  from  Fayal.  He  proposes  cruising 
towards  Gibraltar  and  going  to  Cadim  With  the  Kearsarge,  Release,  and  Chippewa  in  tiiat 
^Ipinity,  I  can  see  no  object  to  be  served  by  his  presence  there,  which  might  at  least  be 
morally  useful  here,  as  a  fleet  of  merchantmen  with  cereals  is  soon  expected. 

The  Alabama  destroyed  one  of  this  fleet,  together  with  other  ships,  near  Newfoundland,^^ 
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about  the  9tli  of  October.  Of  oonree  sbe  will  not  remain  tbere  to  be  captured,  and  I  am 
prepared  to  hear  that  she  baa  zeoroMed  the  AtUntic  to  intercept  the  mercliantmeo  coming 
to  Lisbon  and  other  ports.    Hence  we  should  have  a  shfp-of-war  here  and  hereabouts. 

The  Tutcarora  will  start  tixiay  for  the  Asores,  and  thence  towards  the  Great  Bsaki^ 
hoping  to  encounter  the  pirate,  and  afterwards  returz^  to  these  waters. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

JAXES  B.  HABVET. 
Captain  0.  W.  Pukieiiio, 

Uaktd  Statu  Skmur  Kttnmtg^  Cbcits. 


i6*.  BanH^  to  Oi^pUtm  Puktrmg, 

ImkMxam  or  nn  XJsmD  8rAni» 

XMos  ihrnOm  6,  186$. 

8ia :  Since  writing  yon  yissterday  I  hare  heard,  through  our  legaMoa  at  London,  fiiat 
the  Bahama  was  to  go  again  to  the  Aaores  with  men  and  munitions  for  Sestimes,  and  that 
despatehes  had  been  sent  to  him  there  by  a  Turldsh  steamer. 

This  information  authorises  Uie  belief  that  he  is  soon  to  return  there,  and  pipbablj  is 
already  on  his  way  back. 

Not  being  certain  whe^er  you  were  still  at  Algeciras  or  had  gone  to  Cadis,  I  sent  the 
■nbstance  of  this  information  to  Mr.  Bprague,  at  Gibraltar,  with  a  request  that  he  diovM 
telegraph  it  to  you  immediately,  and  that  the  Kearsaige  or  Chippewa  ^onld  prooead  forth- 
with to  the  Aiores  to  intercept  the  Tuscarora  (which  left  hero  yesterday)  with  it,  askd  ta  oa- 
operate  in  the  capture  of  the  pirates. 

I  fear  the  disability  of  the  KeaiMrge  will  prevent  her  from  going,  but  I  hope  the  Chip- 
pewa will  be  able  to  start  promptly.  You  will  know  whether  watch  over  the  Sumter  is 
still  really  required,  and  of  course  will  regulate  the  movements  of  the  St.  Louis,  referred 
to  in  my  no*e  yesterday,  with  such  a  view  to  the  proteotioa  of  aU  interests  as  nuiy  appear 
most  prudent  and  proper  under  the  changed  cjroumstances. 
I  am,  respectfully,  * 

JAMES  E.  HABVET. 

Captain  C.  W.  PiOKisnra, 

Vnikd  Slalm  Blmmtr  Xmnarge,  Ckdii, 


Mr.  Harvey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  176.]  LBQATIOIf  OP  THE  TTnTTBD  StATES, 

Liiboih  November  10,  1862. 
Sib  :  I  had  an  interview  witb  the  Duke  de  Sonld  on  Saturday,  the  8ih 
instant*  the  day  after  the  osaal  stated  receptions,  in  reference  to  the  recent 
events  and  outrages  at  the  Azores.  In  order  to  emphasize  the  purpose  of  my 
visit,  I  earned  with  me  the  telegram  from  our  legation  at  London,  stating  thiU 
supplies  and  despatches  had  been  sent  to  Semmes,  from  England,  by  the  Ba- 
hama, which  transported  those  received  by  the  Alabama,  at  Angra,  in  August, 
and  informed  the  duke  that  such  proceedings,  if  not  checked  at  once,  would  lead 
to  serious  complications,  and  that  the  parties  concerned  had  doubtless  been  en- 
couraged to  this  renewal  of  their  criminal  purposes  by  the  reprehensible  conduct 
and  bad  futh  of  the  local  officials  on  the  former  occasion,  i  also  stated,  imme- 
diately,  that  in  view  of  the  violation  and  disregard  of  the  royal  proclamation» 
and  tne  arming  and  equipping  of  the  cruiser  Alabama  in  a  Portuguese  port,  a 

Question  of  reclamation  K)r  the  whaling  ships  which  were  destroyed  near 
lores  might  arise,  though  I  did  not  then  prefer  such  a  claim.  My  object  was 
to  impress  him  with  the  necessity  of  positive  action  by  the  gov^mment»  and  to 
kuntre  better  protection  in  the  future,  as  well  as  to  indicate  the  poedble  umm» 
qvenoes  of  negleet  to  take  the  suggested  precautions.  • 

He  said  that  my  note  had  been  received  at  the  foreign  office  during  his  absence 
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in  "Ltifyf  and  dutt  ft  refty  had  been  delayed  br  £be  iQng's  marriage  and  tbe 
cooa^nent  presanie  npon  ym,  bat  that  be  would  addaaw  himself  hnmediately 
te  theanbjeet 

The  proverbial  moorastination  of  pablic  men  here  indaeed  me  to  prepare 
the  note  to  the  Duke  of  Sonl^  (of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed)  so  that  his  pre* 
ocoiq^ied  memory  might  not  alone  be  relied  on  in  a  matter  of  so  much  importance 
to  ns. 

The  aocompanyine  copies  of  telegrams  from  Mr.  Oonsnl  Spragoe  and  Com* 
mander  Bryson,  of  the  Chippewa,  are  in  answer  to  one  which  was  addressed  to 
the  former  on  the  6th  instant,  reqaesting  the  Kearsarge  or  Chippewa  to  proceed 
forthwith  to  the  Azores.  Upon  receiving  them,  and  learning  that  the  Kearsarge 
was  at  Cadiz,  I  sent  the  following  despatch : 

*<  Lisbon,  Jlovmber  8,  1862. 
"  It  Is  bighlj  important  that  the  Kearsarge  or  Chippewa  shoald  proceed  with  all  speed 
to  l^yal  and  other  islands,  with  the  information  I  telegraphed  to  Spragoe  on  Thursday,  so 
as  to  interoept  the  Toscarora  there,  which  otherwise  will  go  to  Newfoundland. 

*^J.  B.  HABYBT. 
*«  Captain  PioKBBnu, 

'<  War  Simmr  Kmnm$^  OnKs." 

No  reply  has  yet  reached  me,  and  therefore  I  am  nnable  to  say  whether 
either  of  the  vessels  has  gone  to  the  Azores. 

I  am  informed  that  the  Kearsarge  has  been  ordered  to  the  Gnlf  of  Mexico, 
and  that  the  Chippewa  has  been  sent  out  to  take  her  place.  The  latter  is  not 
fitted  for  the  service  which  onr  exposed  interests  require  to  be  performed  on  this 
aide  of  the  Atlantic. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfdlly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  E.  HARVEY. 
Hon.  WiLUAH  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[TeI«gnuBt.] 

"  Alqwibas,  NanmAer  7,  186?. 

'  Will  le&ve  Algedras  this  afternoon  for  Cadiz  to  oommonlcate  with  Captain  Pickering. 

••A.  BRVSON. 
"  UnM  Statm  Siemmr  Ohippata. 
"  Mr.  Bamvwt, 

•<  United  SUdm  MmuUt,  Litbon,** 


•"Gmwasika,  yboembw  7,  186S. 
"  Yonr  telegram  reoeired.    Chippewa  left  at  once  for  Oadis  to  oommunkate  with  Kear- 
sarge as  to  futore  moTements.    Release  remains  off  Algedras. 

'•SPBAQUE,  OmtuL 
"Mr.  HAaviT,  I 

American  Miniiter,  Litbon," 


Mr.  Harvey  to  the  Duke  de  Smtle. 

Lboation  of  thb  Unitbd  STATBa» 

Liebm,  Novemder  10,  1862. 

8iR :  In  order  that  his  Hi(jesty's  government  may  be  fnlly  informed  of  the 

merements  and  intentions  of  the  piratical  cmisers  which  recently  entered,  armed 

and  equipped,  at  the  Azores,  in  defianee  of  his  Majesty's  proclamation,  as  weU 

as  kt  flagrant  vidation  of  the  revenue  laws  and  regulations  of  this  kingdom,  and 
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sabsequentlj  destroyed  ten  American  whaling  ebipB  off  the  iiland  of  ilocea,  I 
deem  it  proper  to  communicate  to  your  excellency  a  copy  of  a  telegrupluo 
despatch  addressed  to  Commander  Craven,  of  the  United  States  steamer  Tis- 
carora,  by  the  assistant  secretary  of  the  United  States  legation  at  London,  as 
follows : 

<«  Lonxnr,  ybwmbtr  6,  IMt. 
**  Steftmer  Bahama,  with  men  and  manitions  of  war,  is  going  to  meet  Semmes,  of  tiie 
Alabama,  at  the  Western  islands.    Turkish  steamer  Shageshead  has  taken  despatdies  there 
for  Semmes. 

"BENJAMIbf  MORAK. 
*<  Commander  Cratkn, 

**  Dhiled  Statm  Steamer  Tueearora,  LubonJ* 

The  steamer  Bahama,  mentioned  in  the  telegram,  is  the  same  yessel  which 
carried  the  arms  and  monitions  that  were  transferred  to  the  piratical  cniiser 
Alabama,  at  Angra,  in  August  last,  and  by  means  of  which  the  depredations  upon 
American  commerce  were  committed  near  Flores.  The  attentioi^  of  his  Majesty's 
government  was  invited  to  these  hostile  proceedings  and  purposes  in  a  note  froa^ 
this  legation  to  his  excellency  the  Viscount  Sa  da  Bandeira,  on  the  2d  of  Octo- 
ber; and  other  information  besides  that  now  transmitted  authorizes  the  belief 
that  the  same  parties  design  to  use  the  islands  of  Azores  as  a  rendezvous  fi>r 
their  cruisers  to  fit  out  armed  expeditions  against  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States. 

It  is  proper  to  observe  that  such  practices,  militating  as  they  do  against  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  United  States,  if  sanctioned  by  the  supineness  or 
encouraged  by  the  infidelity  or  connivance  of  local  officials  on  the  islands,  nuy 
lead  to  complications  inconsistent  with  the  good  relations  that  have  so  long  sub- 
sisted  between  Portugal  and  the  United  States,  and  which  it  is  the  earnest  and 
sincere  desire  of  my  government  to  continue  and  cement  in  every  way. 

With  a  view  to  avoid  the  happening  of  such  difficulties  bv  timely  precautions, 
and  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  injuries  and  outrages  which  have  lately  been 
witnessed,  I  have  considered  it  due  to  candor  and  to  friendly  intercourse  to  lay 
these  additional  facts  before  his  Majesty's  government,  with  a  full  conviction 
that  the  motive  will  be  understood,  and  that  measures  will  be  adopted  to  defeat 
the  criminal  designs  of  those  who  seek  by  such  acts  to  disturb  the  .peace  and 
amity  of  the  two  nations  whose  interests,  aims,  and  policy  should  mutually  in- 
cline them  to  good  will  and  to  the  closer  ties  of  a  firm  and  faithful  friendship. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  the  assurances  of  my  most  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

JAMES  E.  HAKVEY. 

His  Excellency  the  Dukb  db  Sohl^, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


Mr,  Harvey  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  181.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Lisbon,  November  19,  1862. 

Sir  :  It  is  proper  for  me  to  inform  the  department  that  a  number  of  Ameri- 
can merchant  ships  which  arrived  here  recently  with  cargoes  of  grain  and  flour 
are  unable  to  procure  either  return  freights  to  the  United  States  or  charters  for 
foreign  ports,  owing  to  the  fears  excited  by  the  depredations  of  the  cruber  Ala- 
bama. 

Instances  have  been  brought  to  my  knowledge  where  salt  even  was  refused 
to  these  ships  for  ballast,  when  their  commanders  offered  to  transport  it  without 
cost.    Thia  fact  serves  to  illustrate  how  our  commerce  has  already  suffered,  and 
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yrhj  it  must  continue  to  eaffisr,  unless  efficient  measures  are  adopted  to  remove 
the  cause  of  this  serious  wrong. 

I  confess  to  no  small  degree  of  mortification  that,  while  these  outrages  have 
been  perpetrated  before  the  world,  even  the  insufficient  means  at  our  disposal  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic  should  not  have  been  effectively  and  promptly  employed: 
In  the  absence  of  steamers  which  were  required  for  this  description  of  service, 
one  of  the  best  provided  and  fleetest  ships  of  the  United  States  navy,  the  Oon- 
Btellation,  is  cruising  in  the  Mediterranean,  where  her  presence  in  not  now,  and 
has  not  been,  needea  at  all,  when  she  might  have  been  of  very  great  value  ebe- 
where. 

Having  seasonably  forewarned  the  proper  department  through  my  despatches 
that  these  depredations  were  to  be  apprehended,  that  the  naval  force  in  Europe 
imperatively  required  organization  to  be  efficient,  and  that  at  least  one  additional 
armed  ship  of  speed  was  necessary  to  protect  our  menaced  interests,  I  have  wit- 
nessed the  developments  since  then  with  increased  chagrin  and  regret. 

An  immense  cost  must  be  incurred  in  the  pursuit  of  the  Alabama,  after  the 
infliction  of  these  serious  iniuries,  which,  in  all  probability,  might  have  been 
saved  by  timely  precaution,  besides  extending  protection  to  innocent  commerce 
which  has  suffered  so  severely. 

I  permit  myself  now  at  least  to  hope  that  some  heed  will  be  given  to  sugges- 
tions relating  to  the  naval  force  in  Europe,  wlpch  painful  experience  has  shown 
were  not  ventured  lightly  or  without  sufficient  reason. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  E.  HAEVEY. 

Hon.  William  S.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  SeuKtrd  to  Mr.  Harvey. 


Ho.  91.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  December  34,  1862. 
Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  November  19  (No.  181)  has  been  received,  and  the 
information  it  gives  will  be  at  once  communicated  to  the  Secretarv  of  the  Navy. 
While  every  one  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  feels  the  same  dissatisfaction  which 
you  express  with  the  depredations  of  the  290,  and  the  consequences  so  injurious 
to  our  national  commerce  which  result  from  them,  yet  I  do  not  find  in  any  quar- 
ter a  doubt  that  the  Navy  Department  is  displaying  all  the  activity,  diligence, 
and  efficiency  which,  under  the  extraordinary  circumstances  of  the  country, 
could  reasonably  be  expected. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WHilAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Jambs  E.  Harvey,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.^  4^.,  Lisbon. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Harvey. 


No.  96.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  14,  1863. 
Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  December  15  (No.  187)  has  been  received.  The  cor- 
respondence of  the  department  as  submitted  to  Congress  has  been  already  sent 
you.  It  contains  the  communications  which  had  passed  between  this  govem-* 
ment  and  that  of  Great  Britain  on  the  subject  of  the  claim  of  American  citizens 
for  depredations  committed  by  the  Alabama,  or  «290,"  so  £Eir  as  they  had  pro* . 


1200  I>IFL01C1TIO    COQOESPOinOEafrCB* 

oeeded  before  the  aeaembHiig  of  Congress.    Oopies  of  Bubeeqnent  papers  will  be 
sent  to  yon,  if  it  shall  seem  profitable  at  the  present  time  to  address  the  PortiK 
guese  govemment  in  reladon  to  the  kindred  questions  affecting  that  govemmeiit. 
This  does  not  seem  to  be  die  case  at  the  present  moment. 
I  am,  sir^  yofor  obedient  serrant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
James  E.  Hajiysy,  Esq.,  ^e^  Sfc^  ^.,  LUhon. 


Mr.  Harvey  to  Mr.  SetMrd. 


No.  198.]  Lboation  op  the  UNrrBD  States, 

Lisbtm,  Jamtary  27,  1863. 

Sir  :  Information  has  reaehed  me  from  different  sources  to  the*  effect  diat  two 
steamships  of  ffuperi<»  speed  and  strength  are  now  nearly  readj  for  sea  in  Eng- 
land, intended  as  auxiliaries  to  t^  Alabama,  and  destined  for  the  same  descrip- 
tion of  criminal  service  which  that  vessel  has  been  engaged  in. 

In  view  of  this  information,  and  in  connexion  with  the  l^iet  that  the  islands 
of  this  kingdom  have  been  recentlj,  and  are  now  conetantlj  being  employed  as 
the  entrep6ts  of  a  large  trade,  covered  by  the  Briti^  flag,  intended  to  violate 
the  blockade  in  the  United  States,  and  of  the  additional  fact  that  there  is  too 
much  reason  to  fear  that  these  islands  may  be  again  nsed  for  the  arming  and 
equipment  of  cruisers  against  our  commerce,  it  is  imperatively  necessary  that 
emcient  and  prompt  measures  should  be  taken  to  arrest  this  illegal  traffic  and  to 
prevent  the  threatened  depredations. 

With  a  full  appreciation  of  the  difficulties  which  have  to  be  confronted,  and 
of  the  energetic  efforts  of  the  Navy  Department  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
public  service  at  home  and  abroad,  it  still  seems  practicable  to  provide  against 
the  existing  and  menaced  evils  without  any  new  strain  upon  the  national  resources. 

The  first  impcfrtant  requisite,  as  I  have  heretofore  ventured  to  suggest,  is  to 
ommize  the  naval  force  now  in  Europe  upon  some  plan  that  will  insure  greater 
efficiency  and  concert  of  action,  looking  to  the  main  object  for  which  that  force 
is  kept  abroad.  The  emergencies  which  arise  are  so  sudden,  that  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  specific  orders  of  the  Navy  Department,  directing  special  cruisers,  to 
foresee  such  exigencies  «i  have  occurred,  and  may  be  repeated,  however  wise 
and  proper  those  orders  may  be  abstractly,  or  seem  to  be,  at  a  distance  of  three 
thousand  mUes  from  the  scenes  of  these  firequent  and  violent  attacks  upon  our 
exposed  commerce.  Hence  a  reason  why  some  superior  officer  now  in  Europe* 
or  one  to  be  detailed  for  the  purpose,  shall  have  the  main  direction  of  the  more- 
ments  of  the  ships-of-war,  guided  by  such  reliable  information  as  he  should  re^ 
ceive  from  the  United  States  ministers,  consuls,  and  others,  or  acting  upon  a 
satisfactory  understanding  of  their  views. 

The  suggested  responsibility  is  undoubtedly  unusual,  but  the  occasion  is 
equally  so,  and  the  means  shoidd  thierefore  be  adapted  to  the  end.  Experience 
and  observation  have  satisfied  me  that  if  our  naval  force  had  been  organized  in 
some  such  manner  as  is  now  proposed,  much  injury  at  least  might  have  been 
prevented,  with  a  strong  probabiHty  of  other  desirable  results.  While  the  com- 
mander of  each  ship-of-war  may  decide  for  himself  within  certain  limits,  except 
when  in  contact  with  his  superiors,  where  and  how  he  shall  cruise,  the  best 
dispositions — such  dispositions  as  I  must  say  animate  all  whom  I  have  met  in 
the  dischar^  of  efficient  duty — ^may  be  thwarted,  as  they  have  heretofore  be^i. 
Our  small  force  would  be  nearly  doubled  in  vigor  by  competent  and  judicious 
direction  on  the  spot,  and  would  have  the  additional  value  of  relieving  the  Navj 
Department  of  importunities  and  anxieties  which  must  augment  the  cares  and 
distract  the  attention  of  its  distinguished  head.  CoOqIc 
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Of  the  shlpsof-war  in  Europe  the  Tuscarora  alone  is  efficient  for  the  partic* 
iilar  service  which  claims  serious  attention.  The  Kearsarge  has  broken  down 
sereral  times,  most  unfortunatelj,  and  is  now  under  repair.  The  gunboat 
Chippewa  I  onlj  know  by  report  as  being  small.  The  Sabine,  which  is  said 
to  be  or  to  have  been  at  the  Azores,  and  the  St.  Louis,  are  sailing  vessels, 
entirely  unfit  to  compete  with  the  steamers  of  the  enemv.  The  Oonstellatlon 
also  is  a  sailing  ship,  and  has  been  in  the  Mediterranean  ror  the  last  nine  months. 
None  of  the  other  ships  mentioned  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy  to 
the  Department  of  State,  dated  October  27,  1862,  have  appeared  in  these  waters 
to  my  knowledge. 

It  will  be  thus  seen  at  a  glance  that,  practically  considered,  our  force  is 
reduced  to  the  Tuscarora,  with  ene  or  two  unreliable  auxiliaries.  Commerce 
cannot  be  protected,  and  illegal  traffic  cannot  be  even  checked,  without  the 
presence  of  two  swift  and  strong  steamers  in  addition  to  the  Tuscarora.  They 
are  needed  to  cruise  at  and  among  the  islands  of  Madeira,  the  Azores,  and  the 
Gape  de  Yerd  group  especially.  The  annual  cost  of  maintaining  the  Sabine  and 
St.  Louis  would,  if  I  am  informed  rightly,  almost  cover  the  price  of  one  such 
steamer  as  is  wanted,  since  speed,  draught,  and  limited  but  w^  provided  arma- 
ment, are  the  qualities  which  this  peculiar  and  exceptional  service  demandd. 

Every  reflection  of  my  own  anxious  mind  and  every  proper  suggestion  from 
other  sources  have  been  exerted  with  the  means  at  hand  to  give  protection  to 
the  persons  and  property  of  American  citizens  exposed  on  the  ocean.  But  all 
such  efforts  must  be  comparatively  without  beneficial  results  until  it  may  be 
found  practicable  for  the  government  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  those  means. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  E.  HAEVEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Harvey  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  199.]  Lboation  op  the  United  States, 

Lisbon,  January  29,  1863. 

SiH  :  My  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  enclosed  paragraph  from  a  recent 
newspaper  published  at  Baltimore,  which  mentions  a  fact  of  some  consequence 
in  connexion  with  the  criminal  proceedings  of  the  Alabama. 

The  bark  Agrippina  is  the  name  of  the  vessel  which  appeared  at  the  island 
of  Terceira,  Azores,  in  August  last,  with  munitions  of  war,  &c.,  for  the  Alabama, 
when  she  entered  and  was  illegally  fitted  out  in  the  port  of  Angra  before  com- 
mencing the  depredations  which  took  place  off  Flores. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  vessel  now  mentioned  is  the  same  one  which,  by  a 
concerted  arrangement,  transported  the  means  of  equipment  to  the  Azores,  and, 
IB  that  view,  that  she  ought  to  be  made  the  object  of  special  surveillance  by  our 
shipB-of-war  at  home  and  abroad.  Since  it  would  seem  to  be  clear  that  she  is 
to  be,  as  she  has  already  been,  used  as  a  transport  in  the  service  of  the  insur- 
gents for  coal  and  other  supplies  at  appointed  places  of  rendezvous,  I  shall 
notify  all  the  naval  commanders  within  my  reach  to  this  effect. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  E.  HABVEY, 

Hon.  William  II.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

76  M  ^^-^  T 
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ThB  SXBAXIB  AI.ABA11A. — ^AN   EhOUSH  BABK   FBOVIBIS  TBI    ALABAMA   WUH    lOUB  KUVDBXD 

T0H8  OF  CX>AL. 

A  letter  from  Granada,  West  Indies,  to  a  mercantile  house  in  New  York,  gives  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  steamer  Alabama  : 

^  *'  QRAMAnA,  Deember,  6,  1862. 

'*The  American  whaling  schooner  C.  L.  Sparks,  of  Provinoetown,  Captain  Harrey 
Sparks,  arrived  here  yesterday  from  the  ifde  of  Blanquilla,  about  170  miles  to  the  west- 
ward  of  this  place,  and  under  the  Venezuelan  government.  She  reports  that  while  Isring 
there  at  anchor  on  the  evening  of  the  2l8t  ultimo,  the  confederate  steamer  Alabama  and 
the  English  bark  Agrippina,  of  Scarboro',  England,  ooal-laden,  arrived  there  from  Ifartin- 
ique.  The  Alabama  took  on  board  from  the  Agrippina  400  tons  o(  coal,  and  both  vcskIb 
sailed  again  on  the  evening  of  the  26th.  Captidn  Sparks  also  reports  having  been  detained 
on  board  the  Alabama  as  a  prisoner  during  her  stay,  and  his  vessel  strictly  guarded.  He 
was  told  by  Captain  Semmes  had  he  caught  him  three  miles  from  the  land  under  canvas, 
he  would  have  burned  his  vessel.  The  Alabama  has  a  heavy  broadside  and  two  large  rifled 
j^vot  guns,  and  had  destroyed  twenty- three  vessels.  The  last  one  was  on  the  8th  of  Ko- 
vember— a  Boston  ship  from  the  East  Indies  with  a  very  valuable  cargo." 

This  must  have  been  tbe  T.  B.  Wales,  already  reported. 


Mr.  Harvey  to  Mr,  Setoard, 


No.  206.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Lisbon,  February  27,  1863. 

Sib  :  The  King  favored  me  witli  a  special  audience  yesterday  to  receive  tlie 
President's  letter,  which  accompanied  vour  No.  94  of  the  10th  df  January.  As 
the  occasion  was  exceptional,  I  thought  it  becoming  to  make  a  few  remarks, 
which  were  substantially  as  follows : 

Sire,  I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  deliver  to  your  Majesty  a  letter  con- 
veying his  congratulations  on  the  occasion  of  your  Majesty's  marriage.  I  ava3 
myself  of  the  privilege  of  this  opportunity  to  unite  my  personal  felicitations  to 
those  of  the  President  upon  that  auspicious  event,  and  to  express  the  sincere 
and  earnest  hope  that  it  may  be  attended  by  a  long  reign  of  peace,  prosperity, 
and  happiness  to  your  Majesty's  people  and  kingdom. 

His  Majesty  desired  that  his  friendly  acknowledgment  of  this  civility  should 
be  made  known  to  the  President,  and  he  was  pleased  also  to  express  kind  and 
courteous  sentiments  for  the  manner  in  which  I  had  borne  it  to  him. 

After  the  ceremonial  was  concluded,  the  King  inquired  whether  I  had  re- 
ceived any  recent  intelligence  from  the  United  States ;  and,  in  a  manner  some- 
what emphasized,  observed  it  was  time  the  war  should  terminate  ;  that  it  was 
deranging  commerce  and  relations,  and  ou^t,  therefore,  to  be  brought  to  a  dc^e. 

Believing  that  this  inquiry  was  not  altogether  spontaneous,  I  answesed  by 
saying  that  the  public  journals  of  Europe  announced,  from  various  sources  of 
intelligence  in  the  United  States,  that  the  largest  operations  of  the  war  were  at 
this  very  time  concentrated  at  several  of  the  most  important  points  on  the 
Atlantic  coast  and  on  the  Mississippi,  and  that  their  results  must  have  a  vety 
material  bearing  upon  the  issue  of  the  struggle  ;  that  no  country  engaged  in  a 
vast  civil  war  could  be  expected  to  fix  a  time  certain  for  its  termination,  but  that 
the  present  turn  of  events  seemed  to  indicate  that  we  were  approaching  a  period 
when  a  decision  was  imminent ;  that  so  far  as  the  derangements  of  commerce 
were  concerned,  they  were  inevitable  to  a  condition  of  civil  strife,  and  bore 
more  seriously  and  more  directly  upon  our  own  people  than  upon  any  foreign 
nation,  and,  therefore,  that  we  had  the  first  interest  and  the  strongest  motive  to 
bring  it  to  a  speedy  end  ;  and  that  so  far  as  our  relations  with  foreign  powers 
are  concerned,  we  had  endeavored  to  discharge  our  obligations  honorably  and 
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fxillj,  and  to  avert,  as  far  as  possible,  the  indirect  consequences  of  a  rebellion 
which  had  for  its  object  the  overthrow  of  constituted  authority,  and  which  had 
been  encouraged,  if  not  incited,  by  those  who  now  complained  the  most. 

The  King  assented  to  the  general  correctness  of  these  suggestions,  and  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  the  pending  military  operations  would  terminate  the 
struggle.     I  then  took  leave  of  him. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  E.  HARVEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Harvey, 


No.  107.]  Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  April  1,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  February  27  (No.  206)  has  been  received.  Your  re- 
ply to  the  remarks  made  by  his  Majesty  concerning  our  affiEurs  is  approved. 
The  President,  as  you  intimated  on  that  occasion,  deplores  the  derangement 
of  commerce  which  has  resulted  from  the  civil  war  in  the  United  States,  and  the 
whole  American  people  desire,  even  more  heartily  than  any  foreign  state  can, 
the  restoration  of  peace.  But  you  can  never  be  too  emphatic  in  saying,  when- 
ever required  to  express  yoursdf,  that  this  countiy  neimer  promises  j^ot  looks 
for  peace,  save  only  through  the  restoration  of  the  national  authority  throughout 
the  republic.  Ajiv  other  peace  than  that  would  be  perpetual  wars,  which  for- 
eign nations  would  find  infinitely  more  intolerable  than  the  present  strife,  in 
regard  to  which  they  manifest  an  impatience  which  continually  furnishes  only 
fre^h,  fuel  to  the  fires  they  inconsistently  crave  us  to  extinguish. 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Jambs  E.  Harvby,  Esq.,  ^v.,  ifc,,  ^.,  Lisbon. 


Mr.  Harvey  io  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  211.]  Lbgation  of  thb  Unitbd  Statbs, 

f  Lisbon,  April  4,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  despatches  Nos.  101, 102, 1 03, 104, 
and  105,  and  circular  No.  32,  relating  to  the  facilities  and  inducements  offered 
to  settlers  upon  the  public  domain  under  recent  acts  of  Congress. 

In  exercising  the  discretion  conferred  by  the  circular,  I  have  thought  it  expe- 
dient to  give  the  material  facts  publicity  through  the  press  in  those  parts  of  this 
kingdom  from  which  migration  to  the  United  States  might  be  most  probably 
expected.  ^       ^ 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  E.  HARVEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr,  Harvey  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  214.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lisbon,  April  9,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  obeying  the  inetructious  of  your  special  circular,  dated  the  9th  of 
March,  I  consider  it  better  to  address  a  formal  note  to  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  covering  a  copy  of  the  concurrent  resolutions  of  Congress  in  regard  to 
foreign  intervention,  than  merely  to  read  them  to  him  and  leave  a  copy,  since  in 
any  event  the  resolutions  would  require  to  be  translated  into  Portuguese. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  my  note  on  the  subject  His  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment had  already  been  made  acquainted  with  our  policy  and  purpose  in  re- 
gard to  foreign  intervention,  both  by  the  views  which  1  took  occasion  to  present 
when  first  entering  upon  the  duties  of  this  mission,  in  connexion  with  the  royal 
proclamation  against  piratical  cruisers,  and  subsequently  by  your  own  able  and 
exhaustive  instructions,  which  were  communicated  in  substance. 

The  resolutions  in  Congress  would  seem  to  be  intended  mainly  to  indorse  and 
emphasize  the  previous  action  of  the  Executive.  In  that  respect  they  ^ve  force 
to  the  declarations  of  the  government,  by  exhibiting  a  full  accord  and  unity  of 
purpose  among  its  several  departments. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  E.  HAEVEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^ 

.  Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Harvey  to  the  Duke  dc  Soule, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lisbon,  April  9,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  am  instructed  to  lay  before  the  government  of  his  Most  Faithful  Ma- 
jesty a  copy  of  concurrent  resolutions  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  con- 
cerning foreign  intervention  in  the  rebellion  which  now  unhappily  disturbs  the 
peace  of  the  Union,  and  which,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  affects  its  intercourse 
and  commerce  with  other  nations. 

These  resolutions  affirm  and  emphasize  the  policy  and  principles  which  had 
been  already  announced  by  the  executive  department  of  the  government;  and 
they  may  also  be  regarded  as  a  reflection  of  the  popular  will,  expressed  through 
the  national  Congress. 

Non-intervention  in  the  domestic  affairs  of  other  nations  is  an  honored  and 
traditional  policy,  which  the  government  of  the  United  States  has  consistently 
and  faithfully  observed,  even  at  times  and  under  circumstances  that  justly  ex- 
cited the  generous  sympathy  of  its  people,  and  when  any  active  interference, 
responsive  to  that  sentiment,  might  have  given  a  direction  to  it,  if  not  have  de- 
termined great  events. 

Having  thus  uprightly  practiced  its  professions  of  non-intervention  towards 
others,  it  may  be  readily  assumed  that  the  government  of  the  United  States 
could  not  consent  to  accept  the  mediation,  or  to  tolerate  the  interference  of  for- 
eign powers,  in  a  question  which,  first  of  all,  concerns  the  exercise  of  its  own 
authority,  the  administration  of  its  own  laws,  the  preservation  of  its  peace,  and 
the  conduct  of  its  internal  affairs. 

If  there  be  one  subject  more  than  another  upon  which  the  feeling,  the  heart, 
and  the  determination  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  united  and  welded 
together  as  in  one  mighty  will,  it  is  to  terminate  the  evil  strife  which  now  dis- 
turbs the  public  tranquillity  with  their  own  strong  arms,  and  without  any  for- 
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eign  interference  whatever,  whether  under  the  form  of  mediation  or  of  intniBiye 
intervention. 

While  the  government  of  the  United  States  has  accepted  at  their  full  value 
the  friendly  protestations  which  accompanied  certain  well  known  offers  of 
mediation,  it  was  constrained  to  decline  them,  as  being  inconsistent  wit^  both 
its  policy  in  the  past,  and  with  its  purpose  in  the  future.  And  this  decision 
may  be  considered  as  conclusive  upon  a  subject  which  has  occupied  a  full  share 
of  the  attention  of  public  men  in  Europe,  and  sometimes  to  the  exclusion  of 
affairs  and  agitations  within  a  nearer  range  of  view,  which  more  specially 
affected  their  direct  interests,  and  more  naturally  addressed  tbeir  benevolent 
sympathies. 

It  is  the  earnest  and  sincere  desire  of  the  government  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent,  not  only  to  preserve  peace,  but  to  cultivate  the  most  liberal  and 
friendly  terms  of  intercourse  with  all  nations,  to  bind  more  closely  together 
those  which  already  exist,  and  to  strengthen  them  with  new  ties  of  amity  and 
of  enlarged  commerce.  Interest  alone  would  advise  such  a  policy,  if  a  higher 
sense  of  duty  did  not  solemnly  enjoin  it 

Hence,  in  advising  foreign  powers  that  no  form  of  interference  can  be  ad- 
mitted, the  government  of  the  United  States  is  animated  by  a  desire  to  prevent 
all  misconception,  to  the  end  that  the  civil  strife  may  thus  be  deprived  of  a  sup- 
port upon  which  its  chiefs  have  long  leaned,  and  that  the  sad  consequences 
which  such  a  war  inflicts,  directly  and  indirectly,  may  be  arrested  by  its  speedy 
conclusion. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  repeat  the  assurances  of  my  highest 
respect  and  consideration. 

JAMES  E.  HARVEY. 

His  Excellency  the  Dukb  db  Soul6, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


Mr.  Harvey  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  218.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Ldshon,  April  19,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  in  this  despatch  the  copy  of  a  note  ad- 
dressed to  me  by  his  excellency  the  Duke  de  Soul^,  in  reply  to  mine  which 
communicated  the  concurrent  resolutions  of  Congress  concerning  foreign  inter 
vention  in  the  rebellion. 

The  duke's  answer  is  sufficiently  non-committal  to  allow  him  the  utmost 
margin  for  any  action  or  opinion  that  he  mav  adopt  hereafter^  either  froln  neces- 
sity or  from  choice.  And  it  may  be  assumea  that  the  course  of  this  government 
will  be  determined,  to  a  very  great  extent,  by  the  exterior  counsels  upon  which 
it  has  been  too  much  accustomed  to  rely,  and  by  the  direction  which  its  closest 
alliances  may  take. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  E.  HARVEY, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 


Duke  de  Soule  to  Mr.  Harvey. 
[TranslaUon.  ] 

Department  op  State  for  Foreign  Appairs, 

April  18,  1863. 

I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  the  note  which  you  were  pleased  to  address  to- 
me, under  date  of  9th  instant,  making  known  to  me,  by  order  of  your  gove^^- 
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ment,  some  resolutions  taken  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  regarding 
foreign  intervention  in  the  warfare  which  is  now  unfortunately  Interfering  with 
ihepeace  of  the  American  Union. 

Having  most  attentively  read  your  said  note,  it  is  my  duty  to  tender  you  my 
thanks  for  the  transmission  of  the  document  which  accompanied  it. 

I  avail  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  the  assurance  of  my  most  distinguished 
consideration. 

DUQUE  DE  SOULfi. 

James  E.  Harvey,  Sfc.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Harvey: 


No.  110.]  Department  of  State^ 

Washington,  April  24,  1863. 

Sir:  Tour  very  interesting  despatch  of  the  22d  of  March,  1863,  has  been 
received.  The  people  of  Poland  are  subjects  of  a  traditional  sympathy,  whidi 
is  coextensive  with  civilization.  In  no  country  is  this  sympathy  more  intense 
than  in  the  United  States.  Since  the  European  states,  which  have  taken  the 
cause  of  that  heroic  people  into  consideration,  have  concluded  to  confine  their 
action  upon  it  to  an  appeal  to  the  magnanimity  of  Russia,  it  is  earnestly  to  be 
desired  that  this  very  pacific  form  of  intervention  will  not  be  fruitless.  The 
noble  character  of  the  present  ruler  of  Russia,  I  think,  warrants  an  expectation 
that,  while  he  is  so  diligently  and  so  generously  ameliorating  the  condition  of 
the  Russian  people  generally,  he  will  not  hesitate  to  bestow  the  boon  of  freedom 
to  his  unwilling  subjects  in  Poland. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Jambs  E.  Harvey;  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Spc..  Lisbon, 


Mr,  Harvey  to  Mr,  Seward. 


No.  223.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lisbon,  May  2,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  despatch  No.  107.  Its  instrae- 
tions  had  already  been  anticipated  to  the  full  extent  of  your  views  and  wishes.* 
I  have  uniformly  held  but  one  language  to  all  persons,  whether  in  authority  or 
in  private  station,  when  the  subject  of  our  unhappy  strife  was  broached — to  the 
effect  that,  much  as  peace  was  desired,  and  sad  as  were  the  consequences  of  the 
war,  there  could  be  no  cessation  of  the  measures  of  repression  untU  the  civil 
authority  of  the  government  was  restored,  in  all  its  force  and  efficacy,  over  the 
insurgent  communities. 

His  Majesty's  government  is  so  well  assured,  from  experience,  of  the  rep^jr 
that  would  certainly  and  promptly  follow  any  inquiry  or  suggestion  on  ma 
matter,  that,  either  from  a  consideration  of  delicacy  or  for  some  othor  reason 
equally  becoming,  the  subject  •  has  not  been  introduced  recently  at  all  in  my 
presence. 

When  questions  have  been  addressed  to  me  concerning  the  war  and  the 
situation,  I  have  endeavored  to  state  the  facts  candidly,  and  as  they  appeared 
to  me  at  this  distance  from  the  scene  of  conflict,  without  any  coloring  which 
Jthe  results  did  not  justify,  and  with  no  promise  which  the  patriotism  of  we  peo- 
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pie  and  the  resources  of  the  nation  did  not  entirely  warrant.  The  national 
cause  does  not  gain,  but  rather  loses,  bj  an  excess  of  confident  assurances  which 
a(  sudden  turn  of  events  may  derange ;  and,  therefore,  I  have  considered  it 
inore  prudent,  in  all  my  intercourse,  to  allow  the  actual  facts  to  interpret  them- 
selves, since  no  official  representation  can  either  increase  their  mond  force,  or 
diminish  their  material  value,  with  intelligent  minds. 

Hence  there  is  a  fair  appreciation  here  of  the  state  of  the  war,  and  of  the 
casualties  changes,  and  chances  to  which  such  a  situation  is  exposed ;  and  I 
mhy  add,  with  very  little  reservation,  that,  notwithstanding  the  loss  of  an  ac- 
customed commerce  with  the  United  States,  and  the  failure  of  the  usual  supply 
of  cotton,  which  Portugal,  as  a  small  state,  feels  in  a  proportionate  degree  with 
the  larger  nations,  the  general  feeling  toward  us  is  one  of  sympathy,  of  kind- 
ness, and  of  considerate  friendship — 3l  feeling  which  'it  has  been  my  duty  and 
my  pleasure  to  cultivate  in  every  proper  way. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  E.  HARVEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward 

Secretary  of  Slate. 


Mr.  Harvey  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  237.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lisbon,  October  29,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  information  that  the  rebel  cruiser  Georgia,  the 
recent  depredations  of  which* are  reported  in  my  No.  236,  boarded  the  British 
steamer  Braganza,  which  arrived  here  yesterday,  on  Sunday  last,  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  this  port.  The  Georgia  was  then  proceeding  to 
the  northward  and  eastward.  ^ 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  telegram  which  I  have  now  despatched  to  Captain 
Winslow,  of  the  United  States  steamer  Kearsarge,  at  Brest.  Being  entirely 
ignorant  of  the  orders  under  which  he  is  acting,  and  knowing  of  the  presence 
of  the  Florida  at  Brest,  I  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  do  more  tnan  give  this  in- 
formation, supposing,  also,  that  he  has  discretion,  or  instructions,  for  all  such 
contingencies. 

The  sloop-of-war  St.  Louis  is  about  to  go  to  Cadiz  for  stores,  which,  it  ap- 
pears, have  been  sent  there.  I  beg  to  say  in  connexion,  again,  what  I  have 
endeavored  to  impress  before,  that  it  is  of  the  first  importance  to  the  public  in- 
terests that  our  naval  force  in  Europe  should  be  so  organized  as  to  be  available 
for  these  frequent  emergencies.  Cadiz  is  a  pleasant  port,  presenting  various 
attractions  which  tempt  our  ships-of-war  there  much  oftener  than  is  needed  for 
the  good  of  the  service.  It  is  frequently  difficult  of  entrance,  and  all  officers 
agree  that  the  opportunities  of  such  intelligence  as  is  wanted  are  far  more  lim- 
ited than  here,  where  greater  advantages  in  every  respect  are  offered.  Our 
small  strength  abroad  is  thus  frittered  away  by  the  want  of  some  siiiiple  and 
systematic  plan  for  its  regulation,  and  without  which  it  is  really  worse  than 
ciseless,  because  large  expense  is  incurred  for  its  maintenance,  while  no  sub- 
'stantial  benefit  is  conferred. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  E.  HABVEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington  City. 
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ITelegnun.] 

LisBOH,  Odcber  29,  1963. 

Bebel  oniiser  QeorgU  has  been  coDttniiiiig  outrages  De^r  Teneriffe.  Was  seen  and  board- 
ed on  Sunday  last  by  Liverpool  steamer  Bragann,  150  miles  from  here,  stealing  northwaid 
and  eastward,  in  direction  of  British  channel. 

JAME3  E.  HARVEY, 

VfOsd  SlaUt  MmuUr, 
Captain  WnreLOir , 

UnM  Statm  War  SUamer  Kmnaargt,  Brmi. 
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SWITZERLAND. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Fogg, 

No.  23.J  Departmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  August  H,  1862. 

Sib:  Your  desoatch  of  July  29  (No.  19)  is  before  me. 

I  have  received  the  Count  de  Gasparin's  new  volume,  and  I  have  made  ao 
especial  acknowledgment  to  the  distinguished  author  of  our  national  obligations 
for  the  timelj  and  noble  service  he  has  rendered  to  our  cause. 

Ambition  is,  I  believe,  a  universal  passion.  Few,  however,  have  the  wisdom 
to  direct  it.  When  this  storm  of  passion  which  has  lashed  the  customarily 
peaceful  elements  here  into  such  wild  commotion,  perplexing  and  confounding- 
the  statesmen  and  philanthropists  of  other  nations,  shall  have  passed  away,  and 
the  United  States  shall  reappear  among  the  nations  more  n*ee,  more  united, 
more  prosperous  and  happy  than  ever  before,  who  is  there  in  Europe  that  will 
not  wish  that,  like  the  Count  de  Gasparin,  he  had  had  the  generous  sagacity  to> 
be  their  friend  and  advocate  ?  If,  indeed,  a  different  result  were  possible,  and 
if  this  great  nation  could  suddenly  desist  and  fall  off  firom  its  beneficent  career^ 
what  prouder  distinction  could  human  genius  desire  than  the  acknowledgment 
which  the  Count  de  Gasparin  must«  in  that  case,  receive,  that  he,  bound  to  the 
country  by  no  ties  but  those  of  a  common  humanity,  had  labored  to  prevent  the' 
great  calamity  which  the  world  would  surely  then  so  soon  perceive,  and  so  uni- 
versally deplore. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Gborge  G.  Fogg,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Berne. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Fogg, 

No.  25.]  ,  Depaetment  op  State, 

Woihington,  September  19, 1862. 
Sib  :^  Your  despatch  of  August  28  (No.  21)  has  been  received.  It  is  pleas- 
ant to  s*ee  that  while  this  republic  is  engaged  in  so  severe  a  struggle  to  preserve 
its  existence,  the  only  state  in  Europe  which  enjoys  such  free  institutions  i& 
contented,  peaceful,  and  prosperous.  We  are,  however,  only  passing  through  a 
trial  of  which  Switzerland  has  had  many  painful  experiences. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
George  G.  Fogg,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  S(c.,  Berne. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Fogg. 


No.  26.]  Depaetment  of  State, 

Washington,  September  26, 1862. 

Sib  :  Your  despatch  of  September  4  (No.  22)  has  been  received. 

Doubtless  you  are  right  in  supposing  that  it  is  difficult  for  the  truth  in  rela- 
tion to  the  social  condition  of  this  country  to  make  its  way  to  |he  ^people  of  j 
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Europe  against  the  statements  of  an  interested  or  prejudiced  press.  But  the 
great  facts  of  millions  of ,  acres  of  unoccupied  and  fertile  lands  awaiting  culti- 
Tators,  and  increasing  demands  for  bread  for  our  own  growing  armies,  manu- 
facturing towns,  and  mining  districts,  while  there  is  a  diversion  by  the  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  our  industrial  population  into  the  occupations  of  war,  must  in 
the  end  overcome  all  misrepresentations  and  reach  classes  in  Europe  who  are 
suffering  for  want  of  employment.  It  is  not  practically  true  that  there  is  a  de- 
ficiency of  soldiers  in  the  country.  All  the  early  requisitions  were  prompdj 
filled.  Four  hundred  thousand  have  volunteered  within  two  months  under  ih» 
two  last  calls  for  an  aggregate  of  six  hundred  thousand,  and  one  month  moie 
will  bring  in  the  remainder  almost  without  a  doubt.  On  the  other  hand,  those 
who  emigrate  can  choose  peaceful  labor  or  military  service  when  they  arrive,  as 
the  €u*mies  are  always  ready  for  recruits  to  fill  vacancies.  I  trust,  therefore, 
that  immigration  will  prove  more  rapid  than  you  have  apprehended. 

The  subject  of  favoring  military  immigration  by  offering  special  inducements 
in  Europe  has  been  often  submitted  to  the  War  Department,  but  it  has  not  jet 
tfiought  it  necessary  or  expedient  to  adopt  any  means  of  that  kind. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Gborob  G.  Fogg,  Esq.,  8fc,,  ^.,  Berne. 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Mr.  Fogg. 


IS^o.  27.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  November  10,  1862. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  October  7  (No.  24)  has  been  received,  and  it  is  a 
pleasure  to  the  President  to  know  that  the  important  proceedings  which  he  has 
adopted  with  a  view  to  the  prosecution  of  the  war  in  the  insurrectionary  States 
for  the  restoration  of  the  union  are  favorably  understood  in  the  enlightened 
country  in  which  you  reside. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
George  G.  Fogg,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Berne. 


Mr.  Fogg  to  Mr.  Setoard. 
[Extracts.] 


No.  30.]  United  States  Legation, 

Berne,  January  24,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  circular  of  January  3,  transmitting  the  President's  proclamation 
declaring  slavery  no  longer  to  exist  in  the  insurrectionary  States  and  districts 
of  the  United  States,  is  received. 

Permit  me,  without  discussing  the  military  efficiency  of  the  measure,  to  ex- 
press the  opinion  that  this  act,  which  emancipates  "  about  three  and  one-half 
millions  of  slaves,"  does  and  will  **  commend  itself  to  the  enlightened  judgment 
and  moral  approbation"  of  every  friend  of  our  republic  and  of  liberal  institn- 
tions  in  Europe.  A  more  extensive  approbation  than  this,  I  suppose^  neither 
yourself  nor  the  President  expected.  It  could  not  have  been  intended  to  please 
rebels  nor  despots,  at  home  and  abroad. 

As  you  have  too  many  reasons  to  know,  the  enemies  of  our  Union  are  not 
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confined  to  America.  They  have  their  coteries  at  all  the  leading  European 
courts,  and  bask  in  the  active  sympathy  of  some  of  the  leading  governments. 
TTuse  governments  and  the  spirits  which  control  them  will  not  approbate  the 
present  act,  nor  any  act  of  justice  which  the  President  and  the  government  of 
the  United  States  may  perform.  Desiring  our  national  humiliation  and  the 
overthrow  of  our  repubb'can  institutions,  they  will  abate  none  of  their  hostility 
by  reason  either  of  our  military  or  moral  victories.  What  they  dare  do  against 
ns  and  for  the  rebellion,  they  will  do  unplacated  alike^  by  our  wisdom  or  our 
faults. 

One  additional  word,  on  the  probabilities  or  dangers  of  foreign  forcible  inter- 
vention in  American  a£Pairs,  and  I  close  a  communication  already  long.  I  see 
no  reason  to  fear  such  intervention.  In  the  greater  portion  of  Europe  there  is 
a  growing  just  appreciation  of  the  issues  involved  in  our  struggle,  and  less  and 
less  popular  sympathy  with  the  rebellion.  I  think  this  is  true  even  in  England. 
I  am  sure  it  is  upon  the  continent.  In  Switzerland  I  know  of  no  public  press 
or  public  man  whose  sympathies  are  not  now  with  the  federal  government.  .  It 
is  everywhere  understood  to  be  a  struggle  between  freedom  and  despotism.  To 
almost  as  imiversal  an  extent,  the  same  thing  is  true  of  Germany.  It  is  only 
in  illiberal  and  reactionary  court  circles,  odorous  with  the  flavor  of  past,  or 
dreams  of  future,  despotisms,  that  the  rebellion  has  its  sympathizers  and  friends.^ 

With  sincere  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  G.  FOGG. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  of  America. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Fogg, 


No.  32.J  Department  of  State, 

WaskingUm,  February  26,  1863. 
Sir  :  Your  suggestive  despatches  of  January  24  (No.  30)  and  January  31 
(No.  31)  have  been  ^submitted  to  the  President.  In  answer  I  am  instructed  to 
say  that,  whOe  this  government  is  watchful  in  its  foreign  relations,  and  con- 
stantly endeavors  by  practicing  prudence  and  forbearance,  as  well  as  strict  jus- 
tice, in  its  intercourse  with  other  States,  to  avert  hostilities  in  every  quarter,  it 
is  at  the  same  time  not  seriously  apprehending  any  immediate  collision.  It  is 
true  that  a  nation  which  surrenders  itself  to  the  evils  of  sedition  is  always  ex- 
posed, and  it  is  true  also  that  many  other  nations  suffer  only  less  than  we  do 
ourselves  in  tl\e  calamities  of  our  civil  war.  But  the  question  of  intervening  in 
our  affiedrs  must'  be,  even  in  such  cireumstances,  a.  practical  one,  and  it  is  not 
seen  how  any  one  of  the  maritime  powers  could  hope  to  derive  advantages  from 
such  an  enterprise,  or  even  escape  hazards,  not  unworthy  of  serious  consideration. 
It  is  only  just  to  these  powers  to  add,  that  their  correspondence  with  this  gov- 
ernment is  altogether  so  cordial  and  friendly  as  to  leave  us  no  grounds  to  appre- 
hend anv  injurious  designs  on  their  part. 
I  am,  sir,  your  dbedient  servant. 


Obobob  G.  Fogo,  liSsq.,  Sfc.,  ^c,  Berne, 


WILLIAM  H.  8EWAED; 
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Mr,  Fogg  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  36.]  United  States  Legation, 

Berne,  April  4,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  circular,  dated  March  9,  transmitting  the  "  resolutionB  of  the  Con- 
gresB  of  the  United  States  concerning  foreign  intervention  in  the  existing  rebel- 
lion,'' and  instructing  me  to  make  said  resolutions  known  to  the  Swiss  govern- 
ment bj  reading  them  *to  the  minister  of  foreign  afiGurs,  or  hj  delivering  to  him 
a  copy  thereof,  was  received  a  few  days  ago. 

In  pursuance  of  your  instructions,  I  this  day  delivered  in  person  to  his  excd- 
lency  the  President  of  the  confederation  and  minister  of  foreign  affairs  a  copj 
of  said  resolutions,  accompanied  with  a  carefully  prepared  French  translation  <u 
the  same.  The  President  took  this  occasion  to  reiterate  his  previously  expressed 
wishes  for  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  United  States,  and  for  Uie  suppres- 
sion of  the  rebellion.  He  authorized  me  to  inform  the  President  of  the  United 
States  that  he  entirely  approved  the  course  of  our  government  in  rejecting  all 
propositions  of  foreign  intervention,  and  in  notifying  the  powers  proposing  soch 
intervention  that  such  propositions  could  not  be  regarded  as  evincing  friendship 
for  the  United  States.  In  tliis  connexion  he  alluded  to  the  offers  of  mediation 
which  several  of  the  great  European  powers  made  to  Switzerland  during  ti^e 
famous  ''  Sonderbunds"  war,  and  the  advice  which  the  government  of  the  con- 
federation then  received  from  almost  all  quarters  to  consent  to  a  secession  of  the 
rebellious  cantons. 

In  this  connexion  I  may  add,  for  the  encouragement  of  our  own  government 
to  persist  in  the  efforts  to  put  down  the  present  rebellion,  that  European  opinion 
was  in  1847  quite  as  unanimous  against  the  practicability  of  maintaining  or 
reconstructing  the  Swiss  confederation  as  it  is  now  on  the  point  of  the  hopcdiess 
destruction  of  the  American  Union.  Had  the  confederate  authorities  accepted 
this  opinion  and  the  «  friendly  mediation  "  then  so  generously  offered,  or  been 
guidea  by  the  advice  of  foreign  cabinets  and  statesmen,  Switzerland  would  have 
ceased  to  be  reckoned  amone  the  nations.  She  rejected  them,  crushed  the  rebel- 
lion by  the  arms  of  her  loyal  citizens,  and  saved  her  nationality. 

That  a  similar  history  may  be  that  of  our  own  greater  republic,  hopes  and 
prays  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  G.  FOGG. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  of  America. 


Mr,  Fogg  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  47.]  •  United  States  Legation, 

Berne,  September  4,  1863. 
SiE:  Your  circular  No.  39,  dated  August  12,  setting  forth  succinctly  and 
clearly  the  progress  of  our  government  in  circumscribing  and  crushing  the  rebel- 
lion, is  received,  and  has  been  perused  by  me  with  great  interest  and  satisfaction. 
Were  not  the  governments  of  France  and  Great  Britain  committed  to  a  policy 
hostile  to  the  American  Union,  and  had  not  the  Emperor  and  the  leading  statesmen 
of  both  governments  prophesied  axL^  proclaimed  the  success  of  the  rebels,  I  should 
have  no  doubt  that  the  progress  and  present  condition  of  the  "  belligerents,"  as  ex- 
hibited by^your  circular,  would  convince  them  of  the  great  mistake  they  made  in 
the  beginning,  and  oi  the  duty  of  reconsidering  and  rescinding  their  action  in  the 
premises.    As  it  is,  and  in  view  of  the  persistent  aid  and  comfort  accorded  to  the 
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rebels  in  a  thousaDd  ways  hj  almost  all  the  wealthy  classes  of  one  nation  and  by 
the  government  itself  of  the  other,  I  have  little  expectation  that  any  array  of 
facts,  or  any  appeals  to  their  sense  of  justice,  will  extort  the  reversal  of  an  act 
which  was  deliberately  resolved  on  in  the  interest  of  the  rebellion,  and  per- 
petrated at  a  moment  and  under  circumstances  which  the  molt  generous  charity 
cannot  palliate  into  less  than  a  national  insult. 

When  we  shall  have  literally  and  utterly  crushed  out  the  rebellion,  (a  con- 
summation which  I  pray  Ood  may  not  be  far  o£P,)  then,  and  not  till  then,  may 
we  expect  those  two  governments  to  repent  of  the  wrong  they  have  committed 
towards  a  friendly  nation,  and  make  reparation  for  that  wrongs  But  so  long  as 
their  concession  of  **  belligerent  rights"  to  the  rebels  can  serve  the  rebellion  and 
give  credit  and  hope  of  ultimate  triumph  to  the  so-called  southern  confederacy, 
just  so  long  will  a  deaf  ear  be  turned  to  our  representations  and  appeals. 

I  do  not  deem  it,  however,  "love's  labor  lost"  to  present  to  these  powers,  on 
every  proper  occasion,  these  exhibits  of  the  progress  made  in  putting  down  this 
gigantic  rebellion.  It  is  well  to  tcrite  history  at  the  same  moment  that  we  are 
making  it.  Our  nation's  day  of  sitting  in  judgment  will  come,  and  it  will  not  be 
to  our  disadvantage  to  have  a  record  already  made  up. 

Earnestly  and  cordially  congratulating  you  on  the  now  moral  certainty  of  a 
successful  and  righteous  termination  of  our  great  struggle,  and  ardently  praying 
that  our  beloved  country  may  emerge  from  its  baptism  of  blood  and  fire  purer, 
freer,  and  greater  than  was  possible  without  that  baptism,  I  am  your  friend  and 
obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  G.  FOGG. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
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SWEDEN. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Haldeman. 

No.  23.]  •  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  November  18,  1862. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Leas,  late  consul  at  Stockholm,  writes  on  the  29th  of  October,  firom 
Hamburg,  that  some  disloyal  citizens  of  the  United  States  liad  passed  through 
that  city,  three  days,  before,  on  their  way  to  Denmark  and  Sweden,  on  some 
unknown  political  errand.  Mr.  Leas  apprehends  their  object  to  be  the  porchaBe 
of  cannon.  You  will  be  expected  to  set  the  American  consuls  on  their  gnard, 
and  to  do  whatever  can  lawfully  and  properly  be  done  to  discover  and  counteract 
their  pernicious  designs  at  Stockholm. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Jacob  S.  Haldeman»  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  Sfc,,  Stockholm. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Haldeman, 


No.  26.]  Department  of  State, 

Woihington,  January  24,  1863. 

Sir  :  You  will  probably  have  received,  before  this  despatch  shall  reach  jour 
hands,  the  case  of  pistols  designed  as  a  present  to  his  Swedish  and  Norw^iau 
Migesty,  which  was  lately  sent  to  you  tnrough  our  legation  at  London.  It  is 
the  President's  wish  that  this  token  of  his  good  will  shall,  on  your  return  to 
Stockholm,  be  presented  by  you  to  his  Majesty,  in  such  a  manner  and  with  such 
accompanying  remarks  as  yon  may  deem  most  fitting  to  the  occasion. 

The  pistole — which  are  of  Colt's  revolving  pattern — are  of  the  finest  work- 
manship, and  elaborately  ornamented.     They  are  likewise  counterparts  of  those 
lately  sent  by  the  President  to  his  Danish  Majesty,  and  which  have  already 
been  presented  to  him  by  Mr.  Wood,  our  minister  at  Copenhagen. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Jacob  S.  Haldeman,  Esq.,  ifc„  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  Stockholm. 


Mr,  Haldeman  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  28.]  United  States  Legation, 

Stockholm,  April  24,  1863.^ 
Sir:  I  have  just  returned  from  a  conference  of  more  than  an  hour  with 
the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  the  first  since  my  return  to  Stockholm.  Ac- 
cording to  your  instructions,  I  placed  in  his  hand  a  copy  of  the  "  concurrent 
resolutions  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  concerning  foreign  inter- 
vention in  the  existing  rebellion."  Count  Manderstrom  then  informed  me 
that  he  was  acqudnted  with  the  contents  of  the  resolutions — had  read  them 
with   great   interest   previously;  that   he  had   instructed  Count    Finer,  their 
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miniBter  at  Washington,  some  time  ago,  to  infonn  my  government  that  Sweden 
Lad  no  disposition,  inclination,  or  intention  to  join  France,  or  anj  other  nation^ 
in  an  offer  of  mediation  unsolicited ;  that  he  considered  the  advice  or  proposal 
of  the  Emperor  of  France  ill-timed  and  unnecessary.  All  Scandinavia,  as  yon 
well  know,  sir,  ahominate  the  very  word  "  intervention,"  as  Denmark  has  been 
threatened  for  years  with  a  "  Federal  Execution."  . 

Count  Manderstrom  also  referred  to  the  prompt,  kind,  and  honorable  action  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States  in  the  matter  of  the  Norwegian  bark  Ad- 
miral P.  Tordenskiold,  in  language  that  was  most  complimentary  and  flattering^ 
to  hear. 

I  also  submitted,  as  instructed  in  your  despatch  No.  25,  the  suggestions  of 
the  Postmaster  General  relating  to  the  proposed  conference  of  postal  delegates^ 
as  contained  in  his  second  communication,  dated  December  27,  1863,  and  urged 
upon  Count  Manderstrom  a  prompt  and  favorable  consideration  of  them.  I  ex- 
pect and  hope  for  a  favorable  reply  at  my  next  intennew. 

I  also  read  to  Count  M.  your  despatch  No.  26,  He  informed  me  that  hia 
Majesty,  no  doubt,  would  set  an  early  day  to  receive  the  friendly  giffc  of  the 
President.  He  remarked  that  the  Kine  W|s  quite  an  amateur  of  arms,  his  col- 
lection of  ancient  and  modem  weapons  being  large  and  excellent;  he  knew  that 
the  addition  of  the  pistols,  an  American  invention  of  such  £ur-famed  celebrity, 
would  be  highly  prized  for  itself,  independent  even  of  their  being  a  token  of 
friendship  from  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

I  do  not  think  that  any  action  is  required  on  my  part  as  to  circular  No.  22, 
"An  act  to  secure  homesteads  to  actual  settlers  on  the  public  domain,"  as  the 
provisions  of  that  act,  with  proper  explanations,  have  been  made  known  in  an 
able  article,  or  pamphlet,  the  production  of  the  United  States  consul,  Mr.  Olof 
E.  Dreutzer,  at  Bergen,  Norway,  written  and  published  in  the  Swedish,  his  native 
language,  and  also  translated  by  him  and  published  in  the  Dansk,  the  written 
language  of  Denmark  and  Norway. 

I  have  also  received  circulars  Nob.  27  and  28.  The  act  of  July  1,  1862,  will 
be  complied  with  by  me  most  cheerfully. 

The  apprehensions  of  Mr.  Consul  Leas  were  groundless.  I  well  know  that 
disloyal  citizens  of  the  United  States  have  been  and  are  now  in  the  city  of  Ham- 
burg, but  none  have  yet  visited  Stockholm.  Should  an  effort  be  made  to  con- 
tract for  ships  or  cannon,  my  arrangements  are  such  that  I  would  receive  im- 
mediate information.  It  would  be  impossible  that  aught  of  this  kind,  without 
gross  neglect  on  my  part,  could  escape  my  knowledge,  or  fail  to  attract  my  at- 
tention. The  cannon  foundries  of  Sweden,  while  large  and  justly  celebrated  as 
the  best  in  Europe,  are  few  in  number  and  well  known ;  they  are  now,  and  have 
been  for  ten  years  past,  engaged  to  their  full  capacity  (after  this  government 
has  received  her  annual  supply)  on  contracts  for  the  governments  of  France^ 
Belgium,  and  Italy;  besides,  the  Swedes  do  not  expect  large  profits,  neither 
will  they  take  large  risks. 

There  appears  to  be  a  general  apprehension  of  a  general  war  or  revolution  all 
over  Europe.  A  large  number  of  Poles  are  now  in  this  city,  and  have  been 
welcomed  with  great  enthusiasm.  The  press  is  very  violent,  and  urges  that 
Sweden  should  take  the  initiative  ;  that  now  is  the  time  to  rescue  Finland  from 
the  Russian  Bear ;  that  Charles  XII  saved  Poland  from  the  grasp  of  Peter  the 
Great,  and  now  another  and  better  occasion  offered.  It  is  said  that  the  King 
secredy  incited  the  press  and  the  people ;  that  he  is  ambitious  for  military  glory^ 
and  loDgs  for  the  opportunity  to  distinguish  himself;  that  he  has  set  up  Charles 
XII  for  his  model,  whom  he  desires  to  imitate.  One  thine  is  certain,  that  the 
King  has  received  the  Poles  with  great  consideration ;  and  there  appears  to  be 
a  great  difference  of  opinion  between  the  King  and  his  ministers,  who  favor  a 
strict  neutrality.  You  know,  sir,  that  the  press  of  Sweden  is  free,  as  free  ai 
that  of  the  United  States.     A  very  able  article  appeared,  on  the  20th  of  thia  - 
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month,  in  one  of  the  papers  of  this  city,  Baid  to  be  the  production  of  Count 
Manderstrom,  minister  of  foreign  a£Pairs,  in  favor  of  strict  neutrality.  I  think 
the  surmise  is  correct*  Count  M.  is  justly  distinguished  for  his  great  ability  f(ff 
^diplomatic  composition,  as  Lord  John  Russell  found  out  some  time  since. 

JPrince  Czartoryski  is  still  here.  The  citizens  of  Stockholm  gave  him  a  great 
dinner.  His  journey  through  Sweden  has  been  an  ovation.  He  was  received 
4IS  the  representative  of  the  cause  of  Poland  by  King  and  people  fexcept  minis- 
1;ers)  with  the  same  wild  enthusiasm  as  was  display^  for  Kossuui  in  Ameriet. 
ZThis  is  noticeable  from  the  fact  that  the  feelings  of  the  Swedish,  while  deep 
jmd  strong,  arc  not  subject  to  sudden  and  variable  passions  or  excitements. 

Let  all  this  be  as  it  may,  I  feel  justified  in  assuring  you,  sir,  as  Sweden  was 
the  first  to  welcome  the  United  States  of  America  into  the  family  of  nations, 
first  to  recognize  our  independence  and  nationality,  Sweden  will  be  the  last  to 
acknowledge  its  dissolution. 

I  have  returned  to  my  post  with  renewed  health  and  vigor,  with  a  much  higher 
estimation  of  Sweden  and  Norway  as  a  nation  of  power  and  importance  than 
before:  Again  thanking  the  President,  and  you,  sir,  for  your  kindness,  I  remaiB 
your  obedient  servant,  • 

J.  S.  HALDEMAN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  U.  S.  A. 


*Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Haldeman, 

TSo.  28.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  16.  1863. 
Sir  :  Tour  interesting  despatch  of  the  24th  of  last  month  (No.  28)  has  been 
received.  The  President  is  gratified  to  learn  that  you  found,  on  your  recent  re- 
turn to  Stockholm,  after  an  absence  of  several  months,  the  same  friendly  fed- 
ing  and  sympathy  existing  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's  government  towards  the 
United  States  that  have  been  constantly  manifested  throughout  the  period  of  our 
painful  and  protracted  struggle  for  the  maintenance  of  the  national  authority. 
The  sentiments  of  Count  Manderstrom,  as  expressed  in  your  interview  with  him, 
are  such  as  mieht  have  been  expected  from  a  statesman  of  his  well  known  clear 
perceptions  ana  solid  judgment. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLLA.M  H.  SEWARD. 

Jacob  S.  Haldeman,  Esq.,  4^,  ^.,  Sfc.,  Stockholm. 


Mr,  Haldeman  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  31.]  United  States  Legation, 

Stockholm,  June  20,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  (No.  28) 
of  May  15,  also  circular  (No.  26)  of  May  9. 

Incidentally  referring  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  proclamation  in  my  last  in- 
terview with  Count  Manderstrom,  he  said  that  his  government  comld  take 
no  exception  to  it.  Count  Fiper  had  applied  for  instruction,  and  was  advised 
by  his  government  that  all  Swedes  or  Norwegians  "who  had  declared  on  oath 
iheir  intention  to  become  citizens  of  the  United  States,  under  the  laws  thereof," , 


had  forfeited  all  claim  to  protection  from  tlie  laws  of  their  natiye  country,  and 
were  aliens.  By  the  laws  of  Bweden  a  snhjeet  who  had  taken  oath  of  allegiance 
to  a  foreign  power,  or  potentate,  on  retom  to  Sweden  cannot  resume  his  citi- 
zenship, except  by  special  patent  from  the  King,  based  on  application,  narrating 
all  thetfacts,  with  oath  of  allegiance. 

The  Ward  Jackson,  the  yeml  that  was  ^Ten  into  tiie  haii>or  of  Maloaoby 
a  Russiaa  cmieer,  with  the  Polish  insurgents,  has  been  delivered  up  hy  t&u 

S^vwnment  to  the  claimants,  Joseph  Spence,  WiMiam  6.  Leug,  and  Alex.  Kyi 
OTtis,  on  the  allegation  that  the  steamer  was  chartered  by  them  for  w^hat  t^(ey 
considered  and  believed  was  a  legitimate  voyage.  The  Englidi  govemmemt 
took  no  part  Ihrough  their  embassy,  and  m  no  way  assisted  me  claimants.  I 
ha;^Fe  qo  doubt  tl^  government  ^  Sweden  were  controlled  in  their  dedsicm 
partly  in  deference  to  public  opinion,  but  more  in  a  spirit  of  bravado^  the  exr 
pression  of  hereditary  hate :  "  we  fear  not  iRussia^^-care  not  for  her  good  wiU." 
It  is  sidd  that  if  the  arms  are  claimed  by  a  proper  owner,  they  also  will  be  re- 
stored. The  Russian  minister  informed  me  tnat  Count  Manderstrom  iptimiyted 
as  much  to  him. 

On  the  5th  of  this  month  the  insurgent  Poles,  about  100  in  number,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Lapinski,  left;  Malmo,  Sweden,  in  a  small  vessel,  the  Fulton, 
(provided  by  government,)  for  Copenhagen,  there  changed  to  an  English  schooner, 
lK>und  ostensioly  for  England;  near  the  island  of  Gothland,  on  the  east  coast  of 
Sweden,  changed  to  a  Danish  vess^,  and  at  Polengen,  25  miles  from  Memel,  on 
the  coast  of  Ruthenia,  attempted  a  landing.  Twentv-four  were  drowned;  the 
rest  driven  back  to  the  vessel.  The  above  arrived  hy  telegram  yesterday. 
Ruthenia,  now  the  province  of  Komo,  was  part  of  the  ancient  Polish  monarchy 
before  the  first  partition  of  1772, 1773. 

Of  course,  this,  may  subject  ^e  government  of  Swedenrto  severe  comment; 
having  harbored  the  insurgents  for  months,  they  were  then  examined  so  osce^ 
lessly  as  to  depart  irom  Mdfmo  with  anns.  But,  as  the  Poles  have  the  sympa- 
thy of  most  of  Europe,  except  Prussia,  who,  after  Russia,  is  considered  the 
greatest  enemy  of  Scandinavia,  at  least  of  Sweden,  the  nation  and  government 
«re  indifferent  To  me  it  seems  that  a  numerically  small  power  ought  to  be  most 
rigid  and  tenacious  in  the  strict  observance  of  international  law,  especially  wh^i 
booaded  by  powerful,  and,  as  they  believe,  aggressive  neighbors. 
I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  HALDEMAN. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WashingUm,  U.  8,  A. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.Haldeman. 
[Extract.] 

No.  29.]  Department  of  State, 

Washingt(m,  June  22,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatches  Nos.  29 
and  30,  of  the  21st  and  28th  of  May. 

Tour  remarks  to  his  Majesty  on  the  occasion  of  the  presentation  of  the  gift  of 
the  President  were  just  and  patriotic,  and  are  approved.  While  the  President 
fully  reciprocates  the  liberal  and  friendly  sentiments  of  his  Majesty,  I  am  sure 
that  he  shares,  at  the  same  time,  his  desire  for  a  speedy  and  happy  conclusion 
of  our  desolating  civil  war.  ♦  iit  »  *  ♦  ♦ 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  8EWABD. 
Jacob  S.  Haldeman,  Esq,,  ^r.,  ^r.,  ^c,  Sifickholm.       Digitized  by  GoOglc 
77  M 
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Mr.  Setoard  to  Mr,  Haldettum. 

No  30.]  DSPARTMBNT  OP  StATE, 

Wcuhington,  June  2^,  )^3. 
Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  a  tranBcript  of  a  despatch,  dated  the  22d  ultimo,  fix^m 
Mr.  Te£f]fc,  our  consul  at  Stockholm,  relative  to  a  visit  to  that  city  of  Mr.  Joseph 
Spence,  of  the  firm  of  Pile,  Spence  &  Co.,  ship-builders,  of  England,  widi  tne 
object,  it  is  surmised,  of  procuring  in  Sweden  armaments  for  vessels  built  in 
England  for  the  confederate  service. 

The  President  confidently  relies  upon  your  well-known  vigOance  and  activi^, 
as  well  as  upon  the  friendly  disposition  of  the  Swedish  government,  to  prevent 
the  earning  into  effect  of  any  such  designs. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Jacob  S.  Haldbman,  Esq.,  igc,,  4^.,  ^.,  Stockholm. 


Mr.  Ealdeman  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

United  States  Lboation, 

Stockholm,  August  9, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  despatches  Nob.  29  and 
30,  of  the  22d  and  26th  of  June,  also  circular  of  July  6,  with  .the  g^ad  informa- 
tion of  the  defeat  of  the  insurgents  near  Gettysburg,  and  their  retreat  towards 
the  Potomac  the  night  of  July  4.  As  a  citizen  of  southern  Pennsylvania  (the 
valley  of  the  Cumberland,  in  which  my  farms  are  situated)  this  news  of  victory  bj 
our  inoliant  army  was  especially  cheering  to  myself  and  family ;  but,  when  tak- 
ing into  consideration  its  national  effect,  was  like  sunshine  after  a  night  of  dark- 
ness, as  welcome  as  spring  after  a  northern  winter. 

In  my  last  interview  with  his  excellency  Count  Manderstrom,  minister  of  states 
he  read  me  an  extract  from  a  despatch  of  Count  Piper,  Swedish  minister  in  Wash- 
ington, in  which  he  informed  Count  Manderstrom  that  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  United  States  had  read  to  him  an  extract  from  the  despatch  of  B.  F.  Tefll, 
United  States  consul  at  Stockholm,  in  which  he  apprehended  that  Mr.  Joseph 
Spence  was  in  Stockholm  to  procure  armament  for  vessels  built  in  England  for  toe 
confederate  service.  Count  M.  thought  it  was  not  likely  that  Mr.  Spence  or  con- 
federate agents  would  come  so  far  north  with  such  purpose;  that  the  immediate 
object  of  Mr.  Spence's  visit  was  in  relation  to  the  Ward  Jackson,  of  which  I  have 
advised  the  department.  During  the  conversation  Count  Manderstrom  admitted 
that  there  was  ftree  trade  in  arms  in  Sweden ;  that  the  great  private  cannon 
founderies  of  Sweden  were  established  with  a  view  to  supply  the  foreign 
more  than  the  home  demand ;  in  fact,  they  looked  beyond  the  tidelees  Baltic 
for  their  orders  and  best  customers.  Our  frank  and  most  satisfactory  confer^ 
ence  ended  by  Count  Manderstrom  assuring  me  that  while  he  had  great  doubts 
of  the  existence  of  the  danger  apprehended,  the  Swedish  government  would 
prevent  the  carrying  into  effect  any  such  design,  and  would  act  and  take  proper 
measures  on  information  or  sufficient  suspicion. 

4c  4c4(  ♦  «  ♦  *  41 

I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  HALDEMAN. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  dtc,  dc^  Ac,  WoihingU^^^  by  GoOglc 
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TUNIS. 


Mr,  Perry- to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extraeti.] 

.  United  States  Consulate, 

Tunis,  February  21,  1863. 

I  am  liappy  to  report  that  our  relations  with  the  Tunisian  government  are 
cordial  and  satisfactory.  A  decided  interest  is  manifested  here  to  gain  informa- 
tion about  American  affiurs,  and  I  have  taken  special  pains  to  answer  inquiries 
and  gratify  cariosity.  Up  to  this  time,  it  is  believed  no  member  of  the  Tunisian 
government  has  ever  visited  the  New  World.  Recently,  however,  two  of  the 
ablest  and  most  enlightened  ministers  of  the  Bey,  viz.,  the  heads  of  the  judicial 
and  naval  departments,  announced  to  me  their  intention  to  visit  America  within 
a  year  firom  this  time.  I  believe  their  object  to  be  improvement,  and  that  a 
steamship  of  the  Bey  is  to  be  at  their  disposal.  I  encourage  their  interest  and 
promise  them  every  facility  in  my  power  for  an  agreeable  and  profitable  tour  of 
observation.  In  America  these  gentlemen  expect  to  find  an  advanced  state  of 
the  mechanical  arts.    They  have  heard  of  our  steamships,  and  they  wish  to 

Snrchase  two  of  them  for  his  Highness  the  Bey.  They  have  models  of  the 
[onitor  and  the  Merrimack,  but  they  desire  to  see  some  of  the  veritable  vessels 
that  have  struck  terror  into  the  nations  of  Europe.  They  have  seen  France, 
£nffland,  and  Grermany,  but  America  has  for  them  a  greater  interest  than'  any 
(^  uiese  countries.  Belonging  to  a  part  of  the  world  where  once  existed  one  of 
the  most  powerful  nations  of  antiquity,  they  desire  to  see  that  part  of  the  New 
World  where  now  exists  the  nation  most  remarkable  in  modem  times  for  its 
nmid  growth  and  sudden  attainment  of  material  prosperity  and  greatness.  They 
wul  study  our  institutions,  visit  our  manufactories,  observe  our  implements  and 
modes  of  agriculture,  but  our  fire-arms  and  enginery  of  war  by  land  and  sea 
will  most  attract  their  attention.  An  incident  will  best  illustrate  Moorish  taste 
in  this  regard.  When  presented  recently  with  the  portrait  of  the  King  of 
Sweden,  the  Bey,  after  attentively  examining  the  picture  and  expressing  grati- 
fication, said  aside  to  a  friend,  **  but  I  should  like  to  see  his  strengih,**  meaning 
^re-arms,  which  being  his  delight,  he  had  hoped  to  receive  from  the  King. 

Other  nations  are  much  less  known  and  felt  at  Tunis.  Various  counter 
influences  serve  to  embarrass  the  Tunisian  government  and  prevent  progress 
which  might  otherwise  be  made.  Having  no  right  or  power  to  impose  a  tax 
on  foreign  subjects,  the  authorities  are  unable  to  promote  internal  improvements. 
The  consequence  is  bad  and  dirty  streets  and  general  neglect.  A  movement 
is  now,  however,  in  progress  giving  to  the  Bey  the  P?^®'  ^  ^*^  *U  residents, 
which,  it  is  hoped,  will  result  in  the  good  of  all.  The  agent  of  an  English 
company,  that  desires  to  try  the  experiment  of  cotton-growing,  proposes  to  offer 
some  inducement  to  brinff  here  some  of  our  contraband  cotton-growers.  I  am 
seeking  information  which  may  hereafter  lead  to  some  action. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  PEERT. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C.  digitized  by  GoOglc 
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Mr.  Perry  to  Mr.  Keward. 

[Ex<a»ctJ 

United  States  Consulate, 

Twiii,  May  2, 1863. 

Our  war  causes  our  country  to  be  mucb  known,  and  its  commercial  import- 
ance to  be  fully  realized  in  Barbarj.  To  our  rebellion  is  attributed  not  onlj 
the  high  price  of  cotton,  but  almost  eyery  ill  to  which  human  flesh  is  heir. 
Two  ministers  of  the  Bey  recently  expressed  the  hope  that  our  war  would  soon 
cease,  but  not  till  the  triumph  of  liberty.  An  Arabic  journal,  printed  here 
under  government  auspices,  gives  a  weekly  summary  of  American  news,  selected 
from  the  liberal  jounials  of  France,  and  this  week's  issue  has  jowc  exoelkney's 
letter  accompanying  the  homestead  bill. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  reepect,  yoor  obedi^it  Aervaayt, 

AMOS  PERRY, 
f  United  SuUet  CamuL 

Hon,  William  fl.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WaAimgUmy  D.  C. 


Mr.  Perry  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 


No.  ll.j  United  States  Oonsulatb, 

Tunie,  April  10,  1963. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  circular  of  Mard 
9,  1863,  together  with  concurrent  resolutions  concerning  foreign  intervention  in 
our  existing  rebellion.  The  resolutions  were  communicated  in  accordance  with 
instructions,  and  were  received  with  expressions  of  a  friendly  interest,  and  with 
an  apparent  appreciation  of  the  justice  and  pertinence  of  the  sentiments  and 
principles  therein  set  forth.  Indeed,  remaits  were  made  showing  tiiat  the 
Tunisian  authorities  are  not  at  their  ease  in  regard  to  their  position.  While 
they  prize  the  good  will  of  their  nearest  and  most  powerful  neighbor,  they  are, 
like  our  Congress,  averse  to  officious  intermeddling  with  their  affairs,  however 
friendlj  may  be  the  pretext,  or  honeyed  the  expressions  of  good  will ;  and, 
apparently  to  counteract  such  a  course  of  action  on  the  part  of  one  government, 
they  are  courting  friendly  and  intimate  relations  with  other  governments  far  and 
near.  And  hence  the  significance  of  the  decorations  and  presents  which  I  have 
reported,  and  to  whose  number  I  have  now  to  add  grand  decorations  from  the 
Kings  of  Prussia  and  Italy  for  the  Bey  and  his  first  ministers,  sent  by  men-of- 
war,  and  received  and  reciprocated  in  Oriental  style. 

The  chiefs  of  this  government  appear  to  be  men  of  discrimination  and  fore- 
sight, though  the  wisdom  of  their  policy  is  not  beyond  question.  Having  little 
confidence  in  the  power  of  the  Turkish  Sultan  to  protect  them  in  their  rights  as 
his  subjects,  they  are  seeking,  with  the  view  of  greater  security,  recognition  as 
an  independent  neutral  power,  like  that,  for  example,  of  Belgium.  Unofficially, 
they  speak  freely  of  their  fears,  hopes,  and  ambition.  With  neighbors  crowd- 
ing on  their  territory  from  the  line  of  Algeria,  perhaps  occasionally  assuming 
dictatorial  airs  at  the  capital,  and  ready  to  wink  at,  if  not  foment,  difficulties,  in 
order  to  have  a  chance  to  arrange  them  in  their  own  way,  the  Tunisians  have 
little  encouragement  to  develop  their  resources.    Tb^j^.^p^/j^Qpi^  situation  is 
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assigned  as  one  reason  why  their  soil  remains  uncultivated,  their  mines  nn- 
opened,  and  their  barhors  onimproved.  "  Let  ns  be  free  from  the  danger  of 
foreign  interference,  and  we  should  be  more  inclined  to  engage  in  the  work  of 
internal  improvements.  Let  foreigners  residing  here,  and  having  the  benefit  of 
our  country,  pay  taxes  like  ourselves,  at  least  for  the  support  of  streets  and 
highways.''  Such  sentiments  occasionally  find  utterance,  and  their  justice 
cannot  be  utterly  denied,  though  I  believe  the  backwardness  of  the  country  to 
be  attributable  more  to  the  inherent  character  X)i  the  people  and  to  causes  ex* 
plained  in  their  history. 

Not  long  since,  one  of  the  counsellors  of  the  Bey,  alluding  to  dangers,  put  a 
question  Sius:  '*  Gould  America -be  depended  upon  for  support  in  case  of 
trouble  V*  My  reply  was,  though  America  seeks  to  avoid  taking  an  active 
part  in  European  diplomacy,  her  moral  support  could  be  depended  upon  on 
the  side  of  justice  and  right,  and  especially  would  she  discountenance  any 
violation  of  intematioual  law. 

Z  am,  siTf  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  PERRY, 

United  States  Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwakd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  (?. 
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GREAT  BRITAIN. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  611.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  October  8,  1863. 
Sir:  Under  the  instruction  contained  in  jonr  despatcli  (No.  692)  of  the  2d  of 
September,  I  addressed  a  note  of  the  22d  of  the  same  month  to  Lord  Rndsell 
respecting  the  good  offices  of  Mr.  Partridge  in  regard  to  the  interests  of  British 
subjects  in  Salvador.  A  copy  of  that  note,  as  well  as  Lord  Russell's  reply,  is 
herewith  transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHABLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StaU,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  BMssdL 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  22,  1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  portion  of  a  despatch  addressed  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  by  James  B.  Partridge,  esq.,  minis- 
ter resident  to  Salvador,  with  the  accompanying  papers.  It  gives  me  pleasure 
to  add  that  th,e  course  taken  by  Mr.  Partriclge  has  oeen  approved  by  my  gov- 
ernment. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c.,  &c,  &c., 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  ifCf  ^c,  Sfc. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  October  2, 1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  22i. 
ultimo,  and  its  enclosures,  relative  to  the  good  offices  rendered  to  British  subjects 
by  the  United  States  minister  resident  at  Salvador,  and  I  have  to  request  thst 
you  will  be  good  enough  to  convey  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  the 
thanks  of  her  Majesty's  government  for  the  friendly  interposition  of  the  American 
minister  on  the  occasion  in  question. 
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I  Iisve  the  honor  to  he,  with  the  highest  tionsideratioii,  sir,  your  moBt  obedient, 
hnmble  servanty 

EUSSELL. 
Oharlbs  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  4^. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 


Ko.  512.]  Legation  of  thb  TJnitbd  States, 

London,  October  S,  1863. 
Sib  :  A  copy  of  Lord  BusselPs  acknowledgment,  dated  the  2d  instant,  of  my 
note  to  him  of  the  29th  ultimo,  transmitted  with  mj  despatch  (No.  505)  of  the 
Ist  instant,  is  noW  forwarded. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Earl  RusseU  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoBBiGN  Office,  October  2, 1863. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jour  letter  of  the  29th 
ultimo,  enclosing  copies  of  commanications  which  have  been  made  to  yon  by  the 
consul  of  the  TlDited  States  at  Cape  Town,  relative  to  the  proceedings  at^that 
place  of  the  steam  vessel  Alabama*  and  I  beg  to  inform  jou  that  the  matter  has 
already  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  her  Majesty's  government,  and  is  now 
under  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Ghablbs  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 


No.  513.]  Lboation  of  thb  Unitbd  States, 

London,  October  S,  1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  memorial  addressed  to  the  President  by 
274  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Hereford;  and  also  a  resolution  passed  at  a  pub- 
lic meeting  held  at  Hartlepool,  in  Durham,  on  the  2d  instant. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be»  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS, 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Martim  to  Mr.  Adam. 

Habtlspool,  October  8,  1863. 
Hovobabli  8ib  :  In  forwaidtng  to  jou  the  acoompaDying  resolatioa,  I  maj  just  take  the 
opportaoity  to  state  my  belief  that  there  does  not  exist  la  the  minds  of  the  masses  of  my 
eliow-ooimtiymeii  those  pro-douthem  procliTities  which  American  citizens,  with  much  ill 
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BIbod,  give  us  credit  foh    Wh^fc^r  th«fe  ure  bod  mto,  tfaeie  we  itaall  find  ImkI  tbiiigi  of 
all  kinds,  pro-slayery  among  the  rest.    We  have  such  in  this  ooontry,  of  coarse,  b«t,  riialiji 
all  fhe  world  nonist  allow  that  they  bear  a  very  small  proportion  to  the  whole  population. 
The  receipt  of  this  will  oblige,  yoors,  obediently,  . 

J.  MAiniK. 

P.  8. — ^Tou  are  at  liberty  to  make  what  nse  yon  think  proper  of  this  communication. 


EaHUpodl  fuciuHoM, 

Copy  of  resolutions  unanimously  adopted  at  a  public  meeting  held  at  Hartlepool,  In  the 
county  of  Durham,  on  Friday  evening,  October  2,  the  Bct..  Joseph  Martin  in  the  chair : 

'*  "fiiat  this  meeting,  having  listened  to  statements  miEuie  by  the  Bev.  Joseph  iSiardn  and 
Mr.  Ja(mes  WatkihS,  (a  fugitive  riave,)  on  the  8ul>}ect  of  American  slavery,  judges  tha%  tb^ 
time  is  now  come  when  it  is  necessary  to  reaffirm  the  sentiment  of  opposition  to  it  in  aH 
its  forms,  and  which,  for  io  many  years  past,  hat  distinguished  the  feelings  abd  opinions 
of  Vnt  British  people ;  and,  further,  whilst  deploring  the  dvil  war  now  raging  in  the 
United  States  of  America,  expresses  its  approval  of,  and  confidence  in,  that  course  of  aotkm, 
against  the  institution  of  slavery,  which  the  govemmeht  of  the  States  aforesaid  haS  found 
it  prodent  to  employ  during  the  last  tWo  years. 

*'  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Hon.  Charles  Frauds  Adanxs,  ambassador 
of  the  United  States  government  to  the  Britirir  court. 

"JOSEPH  MARTIN,  Chaimanr 


Mr,  AdaTks  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  616.]  %  LsaATiON  op  the  Unitbd  States, 

'*  LcndaHf  October  9,  ld63. 

8iK :  Beferring  to  roj  No.  504,  of  th^  1st  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward 
herewith  a  copy  of  a  note  from  Lord  Rnssell,  under  date  of  the  5th  of  Octobert 
acknowledging  th^  receptioii  of  mj  letter  to  him  of  the  29th  nltimo. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Wiuhington,  D.  C. 


Lord  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoBEioN  Office,  October  5,  1863. 

Sift  r  I  have  the  honor  to  Acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2ith 
of  September,  in  Answer  to  ihhie  of  the  25th  6f  that  month,  and  I  am  vetj  glad 
to  find  that  I  had  misunderstood  you,  Itnd  that  the  passages  in  your  correspond- 
ence which  had  led  to  my  observatidris  #6f6  merely  intended  by  yon  to  express 
your  confidence  that  the  sense  of  right,  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment, would  avail  to  gain  for  the  United  Stateii  exactlv  tie  same  mea^tjfe  of 
justice  which  it  would  expect  froA  the  Uiiited  States  m  return,  were  the  re- 
spective situations  reversed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  btgh^  C^nbideration,  air,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

RUSSELL 

GhArlbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 
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Mr.  Adanis  to  Mr.  Seivard. 

No.  518.]         #  LMirno*  oj^  thb  UNrrB^  Statbs, 

LatUhHf  October  16,  1863^ 

Sir  :  Fpoti  the  receptfori  of  y6uf  No.  i2B,  of  the  28&  of  September,  I  afl^ 
dress^  n  note  to  Lord  Bu^sell  in  t^e  i^n^  of  thttt  despatch.  A  copy  is  here-^ 
i^h  transihitted. 

The  government  hcte  WilSthi  the  j*st  '^eek  adopted  measures  of  a  tnttcH  iaoH 
^bMtire  character  thaCtt  heretbfote  to  stop  the  c^te^-ruhs.  Of  the  xeAstmi  fot 
this  I  have  not  been  officially  apprised.  My  Conjecture  i«,  that  they  had  cans^ 
to  sQspect  attempts  would  be  mad6  to  get  at  leatrt  one  of  th^m  out  by  stealth. 
Having  my86lf  received  ifecret  iirfbtt&ation  of  this  nature  in  connexion  with  the 
transmission  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  crew  of  the  Oreto,  or  Florida,  firom 
Brest  to  Liverpool,  I  took  the  opportunity  to  warn  Lord  Russell  of  the  proba- 
bility of  such  attempts  on  the  24th  of  last  month  in  a  note,  a  copy  of  which,  as 
wdl  aa  the  enclosure,  is  herewith  transmitted.  His  lordship  replied  on  the  30th ; 
a  copy  of  his  note  is  likewise  appended. 

Ilie  energetic  action  o^  the  governi^eftiN;,  itflter  effocfing  the  legal  seizure  of  the 
nuns,  in  first  placing  their  own  vessels  in  a  position  to  command  the  outlet  for 
botht  and  latterly  in  mddng  ikst  to  ih^i  ^ich  is  ready  to  start,  has  produced 
an'  ^Sc^ellfefit  edect  in  inspiring  confidence  in  the  prosecution  of  their  declared 
fiiitfi  Nothhig  shdrt  6f  Uris  iroxM  harvo  liuffii^  to  eonhrinee  the  ^cM66»  set 
of  ckynsphrsltors  at  Liverpool  that  thej^  #ere  in  eai^est 

The  iiett  step  which  I  anticipate  wHl  be  an  off<^  t6  ttW  ttfo  vessek  to  th6 
Dkft^.  If  th^y  aisk  ft  tietoonabl^  pd^e  I  hilt^  r^^on  to  brieve  that  s«ieh  a 
ii^sfer  might  be  estpected.  But  I  u^derstEiAd  th^te  afe  sehemes  aftoal  of  M 
^tertrrifte  to  seize  them  hi  transitu,  if  not  st^tigly  convoyed,  the  parties  making 
m  btt^t  of  a  suitable  indemnity  in  c^ui^  b£  Boccess.  You  may  readily  ootf6eiV6 
of  thfe  desperation  to  which  they  are  drlveti  when  they  cherish  the  notioft  of 
Stich  projects  hi  the  ffiiCe  of  civilized  Europe;  The  tiolent  arid  lalrlesB  iiithM 
Ibhiied  arid  developed  in  the  hot-bed  of  slave  iris6tutfons  is  making  itself  move 
kHi  mift^  distinctly  perceptiUe  oh  thia  side  (fi  fho  Atlantic.  That  it  shovM 
hive  been  permitted  to  hat6  play  on  th^  oeean  untfl  no^  cati  only  be  accouMod 
tot  bjr  tttc  strong  ptedispoditiori  t6  be  blind  fts  Idng  as  |»0S8ible  to  evef^  pRMPf 
6fit. 

I  tmst  that  from  this  time  we  may  expect  a  better  state  of  things  ori  ihli 
subject.  At  the  same  time  that  I  write  this  I  tfnl  riot  unftwaife  that  Othe^  vessels 
aref  br^parbg  ^t  QlasgOw,  quite  aa  formidable  as  those  at  Liverpool,  against 
whioi  we  have  not  yet  even  so  much  evid^ce  as  Ire  ptesented  iri  thei^  eaaOi  I 
am,  however,  preparing  to  make  a  representation  against  them. 

The  case  of  the  Alexandra  will  probably  come  up  on  appeal  to  the  exchequer 
chamber  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks.    1  should  be  glad  to  know  the  wishes 
of  the  government  in  regard  to  any  action  to  be  had  on  this  side,  should  they 
not  conclude  to  employ  tl\e  supervision  of  Mr.  Evarts  once  more. 
I  hate  thfe  horioit  U>  he,  liir,  yorif  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  WilliaAi  H.  SeWard, 

Secretary  qf  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RusseU. 

Lboation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  October  12,  1863. 
Mv  Lord  :  I  take  great  pleasure  in  performing  the  duty  imposed  on  me  by 
my  government  of  expressing  it6  satisfiEbction  with  the  inteUigence  which  I  hi^^' 
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the  honor  of  communicating  to  it  by  the  transmisBion  of  your  lordship's  note 
to  me  of  the  8th  of  September.  The  President,  not  insensible  of  the  dimcnlties 
in  the  way  of  the  decision  to  which  her  Migesty 's  goTemment  in  that  note  signified 
it  had  arrived,  is  gratified  in  being  able  to  'regard  it  in  the  light  of  a  sincere 
desire,  on  just  principles,  to  maintain  its  friendly  relations  with  the  United 
States.  I  am,  therefore,  instructed  to  inform  yoor  lordship  that  the  goYenunent 
will  hereafter  hold  itself  obliged,  with  eyen  more  care  than  heretofore,  to  ea- 
deayor  to  conduct  its  intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  as  that  the  war  in  which 
it  is  now  unhappily  involved  may,  whenever  it  may  terminate,  leave  to  nddMr 
nation  any  permanent  cause  of  discontent. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &C.,  &c., 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS- 
Bight  Hon.  Eabi^  Bussbll,  ^.,  ^.,  ^v. 


Mr.  Adam*  to  Earl  Russell. 

Lbgation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  September  24,  1863. 

Uy  Lord  :  I  am  credibly  infonned  that  seventy  or  more  of  the  men  be- 
longing to  the  insurgent  vessel  the  Floridat  formerly  the  Oreto,  nearljr  all  of 
them  British  subjects,  have  been  sent  over  from  Brest,  and  are  now  in  Liyerpool. 
They  were  provided  with  a  letter  to  the  person  acting  on  behalf  of  the  in* 
lurgents  at  Liverpool,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted.  I  need  not 
point  to  your  lordship  the  Mict  that  the  last  sentence  in^^lies  habitual  actioBt 
in  direct  violation  of  the  law  of  the  realm ;  such,  indeed,  as,  if  committed  by 
any  agent  of  the  United  States,  would  be  likely  to  attract  the  immediate  notice 
of  b»  Majesty's  government  It  corroborates  all  the  evidence  hefetofoxe  pi^ 
sented  by  me  on  the  same  subject.  I  have  further  reason  to  believe  that  under 
this  sentence  is  intended  a  tnmsfer  of  many  of  these  men  to  one  of  the  inm- 
clad  war  vessels  now  in  preparation  at  Liverpool,  with  the  intent  to  carry  m 
war  against  the  United  States.  It  is  known  to  me  that  the  intention  to  de- 
spatch that  vessel  is  not  yet  abandoned  by  the  parties  concerned  in  the  enter- 
prise. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  acoept,  ^.,  &c., 

GHABLES  FBANGIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Earl  Bussbll,  ifCf  ifc. 


[EaclOMd  copf .] 


OoanDnLATB  SxAns  SnAXia  FLoimA, 

Brtd,  8q>UmUr  3,  1S«3. 

Sib  :  Herewith  I  send  you  a  list  of  men  discharged  from  the  Florida,  with  their  aoooonti 
and  discharges,     liany  of  them  have  asked  for  transfers,  and  others  for  reference  to  yon, 
or  to  a  oonfMiemte  agent.    I  wonld  request  you  to  provide  them  sitaations  in  the  service. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serarant, 

J.  N.  MAPFITT. 
Ommmdtr,  Ou^fede/aU  SMm  Jfm^. 
Oaptain  J.  D.  Bullock, 

OM^ederate  SUUm  Na»y^  Liverpool, 
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Earl  RusseU  to  Mr.  AdatM. 

Foreign  Office,  September  30, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  24th 
inetant,  calling  my  attention  to  liie  arrival  at  lirerpool  of  a  large  party  of  men 
belonging  to  ue  confederate  steamer  Florida ;  and  I  have  to  acquaint  yon  that 
I  lost  no  time  in  communicating  to  the  secretary  of  state  for  the  home  depart- 
ment copies  of  your  letter  and  of  its  enclosure. 

I  have  to  add,  however,  that  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  had 
been,  some  days  previously  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  attracted,  by  para- 
graphs in  the  pubHc  papers,  to  the  arriyal  of  these  men,  and  that  inquiries  were 
at  once  set  on  foot,  and  that  the  course  which  can  be  taken  in  regard  to  them 
10  under  the  serious  consideration  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^^  Sfc.,  ^. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 
pSxtmoi.] 


No.  619.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  October  16,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  only  events  of  the  week  have  been  the  assembling  of  the  first 
cabinet  council  of  the  season,  which  took  place  on  Tuesday  last,  and  the  death 
of  Lord  Lyndhurst. 

Of  the  immediate  occasion  of  the  call,  beyond  the  ordinary  arrangement  of 
the  prorogation  of  Parliament,  I  have  been  able  to  learn  little.  It  is,  how- 
ever, sufficiently  apparent  that  the  state  of  thbgs  all  over  Europe  presents 
questions  of  intricacy  which  demand  attention,  independently  of  tnose  which 
gsow^  out  of  our  troubles  in  America. 

The  death  of  Lord  Lyndhurst  removes  a  shrewd  and  weighty  counsellor  from 
the  ranks  of  the  conservative  opposition.  Though  for  some  time  physically 
disabled  from  action  in  politics,  his  clear  and  restless  mind  has  retained  its  vigor, 
and  freely  communicated  its  eonclusions  to  those  who  sought  assistance  from 
him.  In  regard  to  America,  his  judgment  and  his  feelings  combined  to  recom* 
mend  a  passive  policy  to  his  friends.  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  several  con- 
vei^ations  with  him  since  I  have  been  here,  in  all  of  wnich,  if  he  did  not  take 
what  appeared  to  be  absolutely  correct  views,  he  at  least  abstained  from  adopt- 
ing the  prevailing  errors  of  his  associates. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  PEANOIS  ADAMS- 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wathingtomt  D,  C, 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Inward, 


No.  521.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  October  16,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  the  Morning  Post,  of 
this  day,  containing  a  report  of  the  speech  made  yesterday  by  Sir  Bound^ 


I22$  i»rptdMAtio  etm^EWiytf&jfa^ei^ 

Palmer,  the  new  attorney  general,  to  his  conetitnents,  at  Bichmond,  in  Yoik- 
shire. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  sir,  vonr  obedient  Bervant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hoti.  TtlLLfAM  H.  SeWard, 

Secretary  of  State,  WoiMngt&H,  P.  C. 


[From  tke  Morlkilkg  Pott,  (London,)  Oetebtr  it,  1863.] 

tt»Boon«LL  rsuum  ta  mioBfoni. 

^  tlotitidett  Palmer  arritdd  In  Bidimottd  (totksfaire)  tn  Taesday  moiUlng  lant,  Md  oa 
W^AeiBday  eveAlng  addfeesed  tlM  ^eMom  !h  tiM  Town  HaS.  Dmlfig  b^  sUy  Id  RMiittMd 
the  honorable  gentlenuui  w«  the  goett  of  Mr.  Leo.  Oooke,  Terfmot  House,  ex-mayor  of  tbt 
botfoogh.    There  wa6  a  lai^  attendanoe  ai  th«  meetteg,  which  iliclided  •eteral  ladieA 

After  being  introdaced  to  the  meeting  by  Mr.  Leo.  Gooke^ 

8ir  Bonndell  Palmer,  after  some  Introdnctory  remarks,  referring  to  his  position  with  his 
coifStttdents,  ^d  that  as  the  oflSce  he  had  accepted  and  held  In  her  Majesty's  goyemment 
was  a  subordinate  one,  he  had  not  fd  detttrmtlfte  Whail  tf«aMM  Aould  be  taken  by  her 
Majesty's  government  in  public  matters,  and  if  he  were  Interested  with  matters  to  that  ex- 
tent it  would  be  Inconsistent  in  him  to  make  known  tatbem  the  Intentions  of  her  Majesty's 
government  before  the  government  ikemselves  were  prepared  to  divulge  them.  They  mast 
not,  therefore,  expect  him  to  enter  info  tdose  long  discussions  connected  with  politics  which 
were  open  to  gentlemen  in  office,  but  Aot  to  gientlemen  who  servod  the  public  In  the 
capacity  that  he  did ;  but  he  thought  It  best  to  advert  to  what  might  have  passed  since  he 
had  last  the  honor  to  appear  MbfO  tllMil ;  aad  then,  If  they  approved  of  the  ootidQei  of 
the  g^ernnient  to  which  he  had  the  honor  to  belong,  they  would  then  be  enabled  to  judge, 
if  they  could  look  forward  with  the  same  degree  of  confidence  to  his  conduct  in  the  Aiture. 
Tbd  two  years  wJiich  had  passed  Sinc6  he  last  stood  therer  h«d  b^n  fiiitti^ht  with  serious 
Mflfbitaile  and  great  trial  W  fii^  comity.  Ht»  Wtmkl  mcwfkm  two  particular  sdbfeOte  te 
connexion  with  that  period,  and  he  did  It  rather  because  both  of  them  bad  beea  occmIobi 
hi  great  trial  and  great  SUflerfai^t  dnd  yet  ea<ft  of  tliem  had  been  attended  wHh  oottften- 
sating  blessings  and  benefits  to  the  country,  which  enabled  us  to  look  back  with  confidenet 
to  the  gut  and  with  hope  to  the  future.  (Applause.)  tn  the  first  place,  there  was  the 
tWtii  afflictlofi  which  fell  upon  her  Majesty  the  Qneen  And  the  whole  country.  In  the  removal 
ntnti  aniODgsi  tto  of  that  mos€  ablei  and  exeelfent  priocci  who  shared  her  Majesty's  conniefs, 
at  the  same  time  he  was  the  centre  of  all  her  donMilo  afi^tioni.  Tfate  leSM,  indeed,  yru  a 
natioiiai  misfoHKme  which  none  exeept  thostf  who  wer#  near  th€  throne  d&uld  in  ajsy  ade- 
quate degree  estlnuita ;  but  even  In'  that  misfortune  we  w^a  not  without  a  eorrtfspcuhdlog 
mitigation,  if  not  benefit .  iTnder  the  providence  of  Cfod  it  had  had  this  effect :  it  had  brought 
out  in  a  manner  hot  only  consolatory  to  the  heart  of  the  Queen,  ^uf  which,  he  thou^Dt. 
mtist  {>foduce  a  penrian^ilt  atid  good  efff^t  In  6ementffig  together  sovereign  and  people,  and 
Madkg  closer  than  befora  tfa«  bonds  oi  that  Myalty  by  which  we  have  beon  diatlngiiUMI 
at  a  nation,  for  it  brought  out  the  highest,  Aillest.  and  deepest  exfalbltton,  which  coald 
nader  any  circnmstaDces  havo  baea  afforded,  of  faktease  pe^onal  sympathy  betwe<a&  Ihs 
peofde  and  the  crown.  (Applause.)  This  circumstance  had  shown  that  If  anything  shonl4 
happen  under  the  cohstituiion  In  which  we  lived  which  should  try  the  strength  of  the 
toiion,  there  would  be  a  bond  of  nnbn  betWedn  the  pedple  and  the  Queen.  (Applause ) 
The  other  circumstance  to  which  he  had  aliaded  Was  that  of  One  of  the  motft  rematkaMy 
calamitous  events  which  had  9ffn  OOCtirfOd  In  the  history  of  any  natton,  Ma.,  the  toss  whldi 
had  ba6n  Siistained  by  Our  iadtatrlal  populaition  through  the  war  In  America.  It  had  been 
a  calamity  which.  If  we  had  seen  the  worst  of  It,  we  had  not  yet  seen  the  end  of  It  The 
loss  to  the  cotton  Industry  had,  however,  been  attended  by  corresponding  mitigations,  and 
benefits,  and  blessings.  He  wotild  pOt  first  and  foremost  the  nobte  part  which  had  been 
acted  by  the  people  who  had  been  the  Immediate  sufferers  under  that  calamity.  (Applause.) 
He  thought  that  the  artisans  and  the  manntEKtortng  population  of  the  cotton  trade  had 
exhibited  a  noble  bearing  in.the  midst  of  their  Inevitable  calamities,  and  had  exhibited  a 
bearing  which  would  have  be6n  moal  noUe  in  people  of  the  highest  degree  in  the  Und. 
(Applause.)  When  they  considered  how  poor,  how  deficient  In  all  the  advantages  of  edo* 
cation,  and  many  other  things,  the  great  laaosai  of  the  people  of  this  country,  who  had  bast 
Bufferlngt  were,  their  conduct  was  a  spectacle  of  which  for  all  time  the  people  of  England 
would  be  proud.  But  the  bene^t  did  not  stop  there.  Their  sufferings  and  distress  were 
•uch  as  to  demand  loudly  Che  8ymt>athy  oi  their  Oonntrymdh  fhroughotit  the  United  Ebg- 
dottt.    Hiat  sympathy  aad  aapport  iMd  liera  and  evarywh^n  baen  aflbidad  by  a  libfrril 


bMidi  ftod  M  Ike  othor  oftlamily  ^^MUdto  bind  to^othet  tbe  hearts  ef  the  Queen  a^d^^ 
people,  10  the  effect  of  this  caJamity  had  been  to  bind  together  the  hearts  of  all  classes  ik 
ihe  people.  Thoogh  sometimes  men-^aciuated  1^  seal  which,  perhaps,  tk»y  qoniHdered 
tight— had  ntteied  woids  in  pnJ^c  whioh  hud  tended  toaet  dass  against  class,  yet  supfa  9m 
twemt  as  that  was  aa  answer  to  i^l  thoM  srovds«  and  it  showed  that  there  was  no  snch 
division  of  cksses  in  this  hingdmB  as  ^lonld  prevent  any  other  elass  making  si^ch  cahualtias 
ihttr  own,  and  making  evecy  amonnt  uf  saoHioe  to  witigate  those  oalamities.  That  was  4 
heneftt,  and  not  a  slight  one,  which  had  been  derived  nnder  the  pressure  of  tbli4iBtrasa. 
(Applanse.)  We  had  also  had  a  period  which  had  applM  a  seveM  test  on  trade,  on  «nr 
national  resoarees,  and  our  financial  prospects.  It  might  hatve  been  expected  thai,  unto 
ibis  psessure,  they  would  have  given  way.  But  that  they  had  not  done  so  certainly  showed 
that,  under  all  drcnmatancas,  H  one  great  bianoh  of  our  irade  had  greatly  suffered,  oth^ 
hraucfaes  of  our  trade  had  ^uiished ;  and  om  the  whole,  it  nkay  be  said  that  the  prospeirity 
ti  oar  country,  under  these  most  trying  cironmstances,  had  not  decUned.  Our  reveaiie  had 
so  flourished  that  even  in  the  thkd  year  of  the  American  war,  under  this  great  depcessiof^ 
of  the  cotton  trade,  and  after  considerable  dealingi  mth  the  revenue,  ftQm  which  soBftS 
people  expected  a  great  deai  of  avil,  a  mateoal  reduction  of  the  inocHue  tax  had  be^n 
effected,  and,  in  addition,  ^e  duty  had  been  taken  off  tea,  without,  at  the  same  time,  any 
diminution  of  the  means  of  maintaining  the  efficiffM>y  of  our  manufactures,  and  for  pror 
iriding  for  all  our  other  national  wants,  and  this  without  putting  oucBeives  into  a  Bitaatlcs 
in  which  we  should  fear  to  eneounter  any  exigenoy  whidi  shouUi  suddenly  come  upon  us* 
<Applaose.)  There  was  matter  for  oongraiuhition  in  all  this,  «nd  they  might  be  brought 
more  legitimately  to  consider  that  in  connaxion  with  the  re^pKmsibility  of  government  di£- 
lerent  times  had  different  ^dgencies  and  diff^Neat  demands.  There  were  times  of  oom^ 
parative  quiet,  and  tliose  were  periods  exceedingly  iSkvorahle  lor  progress  and  improvement 
at  home.  There  were  other  times  when  grass  souses  demanded  a  great  effort  for  their 
reform.  These  were  times  when  the  m<dn  duty  of  those  who  were  intrusted  with  the  gov* 
omment  of  the  country  was  to  keep  the  foreign  rela(tioBs  of  the  oouotry  in  perfect  oonsist- 
enoy  with  its  safefy,  its  interest,  and  its  honor;  and  at  the  same  time  to  maintain  in 
effldency  the  poblic  resourCea  and  public  revenue.  Now,  he  would  venture  to  say  hers 
that  the  country  at  large  considers  these  last  objects  ss  of  great  importance,  and  they 
particularly  required  at  this  time  constant  attention  on  the  part  of  the  government.  We 
lived  in  a  time  when  there  was  great  difficulty  imd  perplezi^  abroad,  but  happily,  indeed, 
peace  at  home.  When  any  degree  of  carelessness  at  the  foreign  office  might  at  any  moment 
plunge  the  country  into  war--a  war  with  regard  to  which  it  was  difficult  to  see  its  limitsr*- 
any  careless  dealing  with  the  revenue  at  su^  a  time  might  expose  the  country  to  such 
dind vantages  as  to  make  it  next  to  impossible  to  meet  an  em^fgency  with  honor  and  credits 
Fow,  he  appealed  to  them,  to  ask  them  for  their  verdict,  whether  the  government  which 
now  administered  the  afiSurs  of  the  country  had  not  done  their  duty  in  those  two  great 
departments  ?  He  would  now  make  a  few  observations  on  the  subject  of  the  iioances,  be* 
cause  that  was  the  vital  point  on  which  those  who  opposed  her  Majesty's  government  in 
the  House  of  Commons  had  thought  it  right  to  AtUuck  the  govenunent,  and  insinuate  all 
manner  of  coming  evil  from  Mr.  Gladstoike's  d^dings  with  the  revenue.  When  the  French 
^  treaty  was  concluded,  and  the  paper  dutjes  w4re. taken  off,  they  would  remember  th« 
gloomy  prospects  with  respect  to  the  revenue  which  those  prophets  of  evil  brought  before 
Parliament.  He  thought  he  might  ask  them  in  confidence  whether  events  had  not  falsified 
those  predictions.  He  would  put  it  to  them  whether  the  event  did  not  justify  him  in  asking 
them  to  believe  whether  Mr.  Gladstone,  in  following  out  with  a  bcdd  hand  the  course  of 
^ee  trade,  in  which  a  good  example  had  been  set  him  by  others,  had  not  been  consulting 
the  best  interests  of  the  country,  both  with  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  revenue  and  the 
Interests  of  the  people?  Should  he  have  been  able  to  point  to  the  elasticity  and  surplus  of 
the  revenue,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  policy  which  had  been  practiced,  and  the  fettors 
wkiich  were  laid  upon  the  large  branches  of  trade  had  not  been  struck  off  as  boldly  as  they 
were,  and  the  vacuum  left  by  the  deficiency  in  the  cotton  trade  had  not  been  filled  up 
satis&ctorily  with  the  increase  of  other  branches  of  our  commerce  from  France  and  other 
countries?  (Applause.)  He  thought  they  would  all  look  with  some  degree  of  satisfaction 
on  the  revenue  of  the  country.  He  would  now  go  to  the  other  point  which  he  h«d  men- 
tioned, viz. ,  foreigQ  aflkirs,  and  here  he  thought  that  both  the  government  and  people 
might  without  shame  examine  the  attitude  which  this  country  had  maintained  during  the 
progress  of  that  unhappy  contest  in  America.  (Hear,  hear.)  Now,  it  would  not  be  at  ail 
proper  for  him,  even  if  he  were  so  inclined,  to  enter  into  an  explanation  of  the  question  of 
right  or  wrong  between  the  two  parties  in  America.  It  would  not  be  proper  for  him,  in 
the  position  he  held,  to  express  any  feelings  of  partiality  on  one  side  or  the  other,  nor  even 
In  public  to  let  any  private  sentiments  which  he  might  entertain  on  that  subject  be  known. 
But  in  this  case,  as  In  all  similar  oases,  the  policy  of  this  country  had  been  strictly  and 
honosablyone  of  non-interference.     (Applause.)    It  had  been  our  duty  and  interest^it ' 
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HM,  1m  believed,  the  permanenl  intereet  of  our  wheto  people — not  only  ^kak  this  or  the* 
braodi  of  trade  might  poiriblj  profit  by  a  pnblio  cslamity ;  for  in  oar  view  the  AmeiiiM 
WMT  WM  a  public  calamity — a  misfortiine  to  America,  to  «•,  aiKl  the  whole  world  oae 
which  wt  deeply  deplored— and  ooe,  indeed,  the  end  of  which  we  ehoald  be  moet  thaakful 
to  see— (applause)— but  by  every  prlneiple  which  concerned  the  independence  and  liberty 
of  nations,  we  were  bound  not  in  any  way  to  interfere  lietween  the  one  party  or  the  oUmt 
fai  that  conte^.  (Hear,  hear.)  If  wc  interfered  with  their  national  aiEAirs,  of  co«me  they 
would  have  an  equal  r^ht  to  interfere  with  ours;  and  so,  all  the  world  over,  any  despot 
who  wishes  might  trample  down  lil)erty  on  the  one  hand,  and  thoee  who  love  anarchy  tnd 
disorder  might  interfere  on  the  other.  It  was  the  intereet  of  all  the  world,  and  move 
especially  of  a  free  people  like  onrs^a  people  propagating  the  prfndples  of  freedoot 
thronghont  the  world— It  was  our  interest  to  say  that  while  we  regretted  and  deeply  de- 
plored the  war,  we  would  not  interfere,  Imt  would  say  to  them,  **  You  are  proper  jadgei 
oi  your  own  affiUrs— you  are  the  arbiters  of  your  own  destiny."  And  if  there  be  a  party 
^ssatisfied  with  that  government  and  claiming  an  independence,  it  is  for  that  party  to  worii 
out  an  independence  for  themselves,  and  other  nations  have  no  right  to  interfere  for  or 
against  them.  (Applause. )  Now,  if  we  liad  fully  maintained  that  attitude  as  a  peo|^eand 
a  nation  represented  by  our  government,  we  may  very  safely  disregard  any  suggestioD  we 
have  beard  on  one  side  or  the  other,  that,  becaose  we  have  shown  our  sympathies,  nn* 
friendly  feelings  will  arise  between  the  two  nations.  Now,  be  believed  that  there  was  ne 
unfriendly  feeling  in  England  towards  America ;  and  it  was  his  belief  that  whatever  might 
be  written  in  newspapers,  or  uttered  in  the  beat<and  excitement  of  public  speeches,  there 
was  not  that  unfriendly  feeling  towards  this  country  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  whiA 
some  seemed  to  think.  (Hear.)  Let  us  discredit  rash  words  lightly  written  and  liglitly 
spoken,  and  look  at  great  fects— those  facts  which  tell  upon  the  history  and  interests^ 
both  countries,  and  ti^ose  fftcts  which  all  may  appeal  to  when  brought  into  contact  indi- 
vidually with  the  citisens  of  either  country.  (Applause.)  Look  at  the  facts  relating  to  tlie 
history  of  the  two  countries.  Are  we  not,  after  all,  one  and  the  same  people  1  Are  we  not 
Im>ther8  ?  Is  not  their  blood  our  blood  f  Hay  we  not  claim  and  point  with  pride  to 
everything  great  or  noble  amongst  them  as  belonging  to  us  from  whom  they  sprang  ?  Hay 
they  not  point,  and  do  they  not  point,  to  everything  great  in  our  history  and  Uterature  at 
the  present  day  and  say,  **  We  have  also  a  share  in  this  ?"  (Loud  applause.)  Do  ever 
any  of  you  meet  an  American  in  society,  and  not  see  that  this  feeling  is  one  of  deeds,  not 
of  words  f  When  a  real  practical  test  Is  applied,  that  feeling,  under  proper  management^ 
on  both  sides,  if  the  government  do  their  duty,  will  be  the  prevailing  feeling,  and  tliat 
friendship  which  the  mutual  interests  of  both  countries  dictated,  which  ^e  common  ties  of 
both  countries  dictated,  would  continue ;  and  there  was  nothing  in  the  world  wl&ioh  can 
gain  on  either  side  by  that  kind  of  fratricidal  war  which  must  inevitably  come  to  pass  if 
two  countries  were  causelessly  to  quarrel  with  each  other.  (Hear.)  He  might  perhaps  be 
permitted  to  say  a  very  few  words  in  vindication,  not  of  the  government  merely,  but  of  the 
people  of  England,  in  respect  to  some  complaints  made  of  them  on  the  other  side  of  tiie 
water  concerning  their  conduct  and  attitude  in  the  course  of  this  war. 

Now,  there  was  no  doubt  that  we  are  a  free-spoken  people — that,  although  the  govern- 
ment were  bound  to  practice  the  strictest  neutrality — that,  although  on  his  part  he  did 
not  consider  It  expedient  to  give  utterance  in  public  to  any  private  feeiiog  he  might 
entertain  as  to  the  merits  of  this  great  American  war,  yet  no  obligation  rests  on  the  indi- 
vidual members  of  the  great  body  of  the  nation.  Everybody  was  free  to  think,  aad  was 
accustomed  to  speak  as  he  thinks,  and  no  offence  should  be  taken  by  a  free  country  else* 
where  if  our  opinions  as  a  nation  were  freely  canvassed.  Non-interference  America  had  a 
right  to  require  from  us,  and  they  had  a  right  likewise  to  expect  submission  from  oa  to  aU 
the  rules  and  laws  which  nations  have  established  to  regulate  the  intercourse  between 
each  other  during  war ;  but  to  require  more,  to  require  a  universal  6ym|>athy  with  the 
northern  view,  why,  that  was  a  most  unreasonable  thing,  and  it  would  not  bear  evaroip^ 
tion  for  a  single  moment.  In  troth,  the  opinion  of  this  country  was  very  much  divided 
on  the  subject.  A  great  number  of  people,  perhaps  in  the  upper  classes  more  especially^ 
have  sympathies  with  the  south.  A  g^'eat  many  other  people— amongst  the  great  manu- 
fJEU^riog  centres  we  may  suppoee^ — amongst  the  masses  of  the  population — if  they  do  not 
sympathise  with,  at  all  events  had  no  feelings  against,  the  south,  and  have  moat  unquea* 
tionably  shown  by  their  conduct  that  they  would  resist  and  disapprove  any  interference  oi 
this  country  in  throwing  our  power  into  the  scale  of  the  south  or  north,  even  though  the 
object  of  our  so  doing  were  to  mitigate  their  distresses  and  to  bring  supplies  of  cotton  for 
their  mills:  If  a  fair  balance  was  struck,  it  would  puasle  any  one  to  say  on  which  side 
our  sympathies  lie.  There  was  an  amount  of  impartiality  taken  as  a  whole;  but  whether 
there  were  or  not,  so  long  as  the  government  did  their  duty  to  die  people  as  a  nation^  it 
was  really  no  matter  what  feelings  and  sympathies  private  persons  may  express  or  eotei^ 
tain.    He  would  venture  further  to  say  he  did  not  think  there  was  any  justice  In  the 
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BoHtrn,  If  It  were  entertained  on  tiie  otber  tide  of  fbe  water,  tti«t  all  In  this  oonntry  wli* 
mipaltiice  with  the  south  were  therefore  nnfriendly  with  the  north.  He  rather  felt  that 
VMMe  who  sjmpatbiie  with  the  aonth  do  so  for  reasons  which,  be  they  good  or  bad,  were 
perfectly  consistent  with  the  most  friendly  feelings  towards  the  north ;  and  whether  right 
or  wrong,  he  was  qnlte  satisfied  that  those  who  sympatbke  with  the  sonth  haye  as  great  4 
detestation  of  slavery  as  the  strongest  advocates  of  the  north  have.  (Cheers.)  The  feel* 
Ings  of  many  persons  are  snch,  and  they  ongbt  really  to  be  nnderstooid  and  have  justice 
done  to  ^em  in  America  as  well  as  here.  In  the  first  place,  we  did  not  forget  oar  own 
war  with  the  United  States  themselves  when  they  were  achieving  their  independenecK 
They,  were  oar  colootes ;  we  thought  the  greatness  of  oar  nation,  the  glory  of  oar  empirOi 
was  at  stake,  and  that  if  we  lost  those  colonies  we  should  dwindle  into  an  insignificant 
people.  We  therefore  expended  much  treasure  and  much  blood  in  an  endeavor,  prolonged 
throogh  many  years,  to  subdue  those  colonies  and  force  them  into  subjection.  All  tiiig 
felled ;  they  achieved  their  independence,  and  we  have  been  a  greater  nation  ever  since^ 
and  derived  no  small  amount  of  benefit  from  the  greatness  which  they  raided  on  their  own 
hottom.  Many  people,  drew  a  kind  of  general  conclusion  from  that— that  when  any 
dependency  or  state,  associated  with  another  state,  was  desirous  of  independence,  and  was 
lipe  for  independence  in  this  sense— that  It  could  maintain  Itself  in  independence — why^ 
ttien,  it  was  better  to  part  good  friends  than  endeavor  by  force  of  arms  to  subdue  and  keep 
It  In  sulijection.  That  may  be  a  soimd  or  unsound  view,  but  he  had  no  doubt  it  entered 
very  largely  into  the  feelings  of  many  parties ;  and  he  was  quite  sure  that  those  who  were 
Infioenced  by  this  view,  whether  right  or  wrong,  do  not  aa  that  account  show  any  Hi 
feeiiDg  or  want  of  friendliness  towards  the  United  States  or  the  northern  portion  of  them* 
There  was  another  thing :  We  had  seen  this  war  oontinuing  now  for  three  years.  We  had 
had  our  share  of  sufiering,  every  person  was  ready  to  admit,  but  it  was  as  nothing  com- 
pared wHh  the  su£Pering  endured  in  America,  where  we  found  them  pouring  out  blood  and 
trsaaore,  the  north  sending  armies  Into  the  field  such  as  had  never  been  heard  of  In 
Soropean  warfare,  great  battles  being  fought  often  and  with  apparently  little  result  but 
that  of  enormous  loss  of  life,  both  parties  draining  out  the  blood  of  their  children — which 
waa  the  greatest  loss  any  country  can  sustain — (h^ar,  hear) — and  at  the  same  time  an 
enormous  amount  of  money  being  spent,  and  an  enormous  debt  being  accumulated,  which 
wcyold  be  necessarily  followed  by  enormous  taxation,  or  else  by  di^onor  arising  from  a 
process  of  repudiation.  That  was  not  all ;  for  if  it  oontlnued,  the  preservation  of  practical 
liberty,  even  on  the  northern  side  of  the  dividing  line,  would  be  difficult  to  maintain ; 
and  if  the  north  succeed  in  conquering  the  south,  the  question  naturally  arose  **how  are 
they  to  manage  them  afterwardsf"  These  were  que^ons  which  suggested  themselves  to 
the  well- wishers  of  the  north  as  well  as  of  the  south ;  and  if  they  led  many  such  minds  to 
think,  **  All  this  is  being  done  with  little  hope  in  the  end  of  a  satisfaoiory  or  successful 
fesne,  Imt  leading  to  an  enormous  cost  of  life  and  money,"  would  It  not  be  much  better 
for  it  to  come  to  an  end— the  end  being,  naturally,  imder  the  circumstances,  an  amicable 
sqiaration— a  separation  that  should  briog  with  it  a  cessation  of  war  between  the  two 
parties?  (Hear,  hear.)  The  Americans  may  have  an  answer  to  that.  They  may  say^ 
^*  We  think  the  greatness  of  our  country  is  at  stake ;  other  calamities  would  be  sare  to 
come  upon  us  if  we  do  not  maintain  the  Union,"  and  they  may,  after  all,  be  the.  best 
judges  of  their  own  situation.  But  all  he  wished  to  say  to  them  was,  **  Don't  judge 
hanhly  of  our  people ;  whether  right  or  wrong  in  their  views,  they  are  not  unfriendly  to 
yon ;  they  are  not  hostile  to  America ;  they  wish  to  be  on  the  most  friendly  terms  with 
yoo,  and  their  advipe  to  you  springs  from  the  holiest  of  motives— to  see  you  saved  from 
the  most  dreadfol  of  all  calamities  indefinitely  prolonged."  Yet  at  the  same  time  nobody 
could  help  feeling  with  great  men  who  maintain  a  gallant  contest  against  great  odds ; 
and,  therefore,  the  sympathy  which  all  people  fighting  for  their  independence,  whether 
wisely  or  not,  invariably  meet  with — of  course  a  great  deal  of  that  must  be  given  to  the 
sooth.     (Cheers.) 

Even  the  worst  enemies  of  the  south  could  not  deny  that  they  had  conducted  this  oonr 
test  with  most  remarkable  courage  and  indomitable  peiseverance,  and  no  wise  American 
ought  to  blame  those  in  this  country  who  gave  utterance  to  that  opinion.  He  wished  to 
vindicate  our  own  countrymen,  and  make  as  fer  as  he  could  the  purity  of  their  motives^ 
whether  right  or  wrong,  understood.  He  was  sure  that  the  hatred  of  slavery  was  as 
strong  and  general  in  this  country  as  ever  it  was.  (Applause.)  If  in  this  contest  it 
sfaoold  appear  upon  the  surface  that  many  people  had  not  refused  their  sympathy  to  that 
side  whkh  openly  upheld  slavery,  he  was  sore  that  when  the  south  had  achieved  their 
independence— if  they  should  succeed  In  doing  so— our  feelings,  sympathies,  and  affinities 
ss  a  nation  must  necessarily  be  with  the  north,  for  the  obvious  reason  Uiat  Bngland  oonld 
not  possibly  be  with  the  States  that  maintained  slavery,  but  with  the  free.  (Cheers.) 
There  was  no  inconsistency  In  this,  for  the  true  Interests  of  liberty  would  not  suffer  If  the 
sooth  were  to  achieve  their  ind^endenoe.    Hitherto  an  unavoidable  (^oo^II^QIl^iIUl  4#^ 
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ttee  Statai  was  that  thefwere  obliged  to  46lerato  4Aamty  in  iho  -afefe  ^taftoB,  and  «»  • 
great  dxteat  ada|>t  their  own  iaiM  to  the  maintenanoe  of  davofj.  Bat  now  tlie  Seonliti 
of  4he  land  of  fteodom  would  be  adfwioed.  Whereat  now  the  foglfciTe  tlare  beeaiaea 
free  man  as  soon  as  he  crosses  the  river  St.  Lafwrenoe  and<  pots  his  foot  on  Oaoadian  mM, 
he  would  hereafter  be  in  the  same  situation  as  soon  «s  he  oroesed  the  bouudavj  Mae 
between  the  northern  and  southern  Staites.  Although  be  did  not  say  It  was  a  aoond  and 
Tight  Judgment  that  the  interests  of  liberty  would  be  promoted  by  such  a  sepanMlion,  yet 
he  protested  against  the  judgment  that  all  those  who  feel  that  the  intereets  o€  Kbeitf 
would  not  suffer  by  that  separation  were  ln«ilferent  to  the  horrors  of  slayeiT^.  (Hesr ) 
fie  must  add  one  caution — that  in  stating  to  them  the  views  he  had  done,  he  was  noi 
expressing  any  opinions  of  his  own ;  In  point  of  luot  they  differed  with  many  of  i3b$ 
Olsons  he  privately  entertained.  He  was  led  to  express  them  on  behalf  of  hto  ooootiy- 
men,  in  perfect  good  feeling  towards  aU  parties  of  people  in  America,  without  the  slighteit 
hostility  to  the  north,  or  the  slightest  unfairness  io  the  great  oause  <^  freedom  aa  egaiask 
the  oause  of  liberty  and  slavery. 

Now  he  came  to  the  part  which  o«r  government  bad  taken  in  the  matter.  Our  goveii* 
ment  had  felt  iteeV^  bound,  in  the  first  place,  to  reeognioe  iftcts,  and,  in  the  second  plaee, 
to  do  nothing  to  advance  them.  We  heard  a  great  many  people  smt,  **  The  government 
tiave  recognised  the  south  as  be]llgierents"-*that  is,  as  States  carrying  dn  lawful  wsr^- 
'*  why  not  go  and  recogniae  their  independence  ? "  Now,  he  said,  those  who  asked  sodi  a 
question  were  totally  ignorant  of  the  principle  on  which  the  government  did  reoognlw 
the  south  as  belligerents,  and  i^  the  same  time  ignore  their  independence.  There  wasns 
doubt  that  the  southern  States  were  States  exercising  government  for  themaaliw  and  la 
themselves  for  the  time  being,  and  ihat  they  were  carrying  on  war  on  their  own  and  sole 
acoonnt.  Our  government  recognised  these  things  as  facts  established ;  but  be  it  remesi- 
bered  that  they  recognised  the  south  as  belligerents  In  so  fer  only  that  they  had  no  control 
over  events  <^at  had  led  ^e  south  to  assume  that  position,  and  the  goverrnnsnt  wen 
taping  their  conduct  in  the  best  manner  they  could  nocording  to  the  laws  of  their  ova 
oountry  and  according  to  the  laws  of  nations.  They  gave  them  no  privileges  aa  such ;  they 
wished  to  Qod  they  were  not  belligerents ;  but  being  so,  th^  did  not  refuse  to  take  aotloe 
of  the  fact.  The  Americans  themselves— the  northerners — who  oomplaioed  sometlnM 
that  we  had  given  the  south  a  premature  recognition  as  belligerents,  forgot  that  unless  the 
south  were  belligerents  they  could  not  have  maintained  the  blockade  against  tiie  soath, 
nor  the  ships,  guns,  powder,  and  all  that  was  known  as  the  munitions  of  war.  Therein 
it  was  necessary  for  their  purposes,  as  for  the  purpoees  of  the  south,  and,  above  all,  for  o« 
purposes,  that  our  position  should  be  understood,  and  not  be  of  an  equivocal  chaiactsr. 
There  was  nothing  more  important  than  that  we  diould  mind  and  regard  the  laws,  lulfli, 
and  regulations  of  war  as  applicable  between  the  parties  and  ourselves,  as  a  neutml  natkn, 
taking  no  part  in  their  quarrels.  As  to  our  recognising  the  independence  of  the  south,  we 
should  ask  ourselves,  **  Have  they  established  finally  their  independence?"  While  there 
is  this  furious  war  raging ;  whilst  battles  4u;ie  being  fought  from  day  to  day  ;  whilst  we  see 
one  great  city  of  the  south — the  city  of  New  Orleans— in  the  possession  of  the  northeraen^ 
and  Charleston  every  day  threatening  to  fall  into  their  hands ;  when  no  person  can  really 
predict  either  the  duration  or  the  result  of  the  contest,  to  say  that  we  are  to  leoogniie  ih» 
independence  of  the  south  was  to  say  **  you  must  pronounce  judgment  beforehand  ** — that 
we  are  really  to  take  side,  and  not  mAt  to  see  whether  these  States  can  establish  their  inde- 
pendence or  not,  (Applause.)  Without  waiting  for  the  event,  we  determine  that  thef 
will  and  shall  be,  and  consequently  call  them  independent  before  they  are.  Those  who 
demanded  we  should  do  it,  had  we  done  it,  would  have  gone  on  to  say,  **  VHiat  is  the  use 
of  calling  them  independent  unless  you  go  on  and  make  them  so  ? "  (Cheere.)  How— ia 
what  way — should  we  be  better  for  that?  Should  we  get  more  cotton  ?  Should  we  bresk 
the  blockade,  would  the  dreadM  carnage  cease  f  Giving  them  words  was  not  what  they 
wanted.  They  wanted  action ;  they  wanted  to  stop  the  war.  If  we  gave  reoognltloD  In 
words  merely,  without  altering  our  conduct  in  other  respects,  we  should  be  holding  our- 
selves up  to  the  ecom  of  Europe,  doing  very  little  real  benefit  to  the  southerners,  and  at 
the  same  time  giving  Just  offence  to  the  northerners,  against  whom  we  should  be  pro- 
nouncing a  verdict  prematurely.  If  the  course  of  events  should  really  establish  their  inde- 
pendence ;  if  the  hostile  armies  of  the  north  be  withdrawn  from  their  soil ;  if  they  should 
ever  get  into  that  situation  which,  after  thirteen  or  fifteen  years  sanguinary  contest,  our 
American  colonies  found  themselves  when  they  formed  the  United  States,  of  course  we 
should  then  recognise  them.  But  we  wanted  the  fact  to  be  settled  first.  To  reoognlBe 
their  independence  before  that  settled  fact  was  to  say  we  wfehed  to  bring  about  that  wtdoh 
has  not  taken  place,  and  while  pretending  to  be  neutral  we  should  be  plainly  demtmstmt- 
ing  that  wti  did  not  mean  to  be  bound  by  the  conditions  of  neutrality.  The  feeing  which 
it  was  thought  existed  In  this  countey  towards  the  south  was  explainable  in  this  way :  it  was 
the  feahion  of  Englishmen  to  mrmpathlae  with  the  biave  without  troubling  thomseives  wtf 


ttiaeh  aboat  olote  faMi«ii]r  into  poUUcs,  ospeciiklljr  wben  tbe  brave  were  teeB  io  he  oontend* 
faig  f^^aintl  gr^at  odds  for  libeitj  w»d  iodepeoddoce.  It  might  be  reoollected  that  there 
was  a  case  ia  point  a  few  years  ago.  Tbe  gOTeiimieiit  of  Hangary  was  in  the  hands  of  in- 
Ntfgenta.  In  many  great  battles  those  insurgents  preyaUed  over  the  armies  of  Austria, 
amid  almost  the  universal  sympathies  of  Europe.  It  was  not  until  another  great  power, 
violating  the  neutrality  it  had  previously  maintaiued,  threw  Its  sword  into  the  scale,  that 
the  cause  of  Hungary  was  defeated.  Did  anybody  asli  that  we  should  recognise  the  iude- 
pendence  of  Hungary  whilst  the  contest  was  raging?  Whatever  were  our  sympathies, 
Hungary  could  not  be  independent  until  it  acquired  independence — which  it  never  did. 
And  yet,  actually,  while  the  contest  was  raging,  the  United  States  sent  an  ambassador  over 
to  Vienna  with  offers  of  recognition;  and  that  ambassador  had  the  mortification  of  fiodiog 
himself  just  too  late — Hungary  in  the  mean  time  having  become  entirely  subjugated. 
Was  this  a  dignified  situation  for  a  great  nation  f  Was  that  a  situation  in  whidi  England 
ought  to  place  heroelf  ?  No,  unquestiona^y  not ;  we  must  wait  patiently,  praying  devoutly 
that  the  nnhaf^y  contest  in  America  may  soon  terminate.  And  let  who  will  abuse  us, 
whatever  pressure  may  be  put  upon  us,  we  must  be  determined  to  do  this,  and  nothing  but 
this,  which  we  believe  our  duty,  applying  the  beit  and  fairest  test  to  the  case— consider 
what  we  should  like  to  be  done  to  ourselves  if  we  were  in  similar  circumstances.  (Hear.) 
JNiOw,  our  government  had  up  to  this  point  acted  upon  that  principle.  Our  government 
acted  upon  this  principle  when  the  quebtion  arose  regarding  the  assertion  of  maritime 
rights'— the  rights  of  war  by  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  against  the  shipping  of  this 
country.  We  would  not  for  a  moment  endure  that  they  should  invest  new  powers ;  thai 
they  should  transgress  the  laws  of  nations,  and  violate  tbe  hospitality  of  England  by  at- 
taching upon  the  wide  seas  our  ships  which  happened  to  have  on  board  persons  supposed 
to  be  on  an  expedition  hostile  to  the  interests  of  Uie  north.  The  whole  country  was  pre- 
pared, much  as  we  deplored  the  necessity  of  it,  instantly  to  vindicate  its  honor,  and  to  go 
to  war  rather  than  tolerate  such  a  proceeding.  They  were  bound  to  obey ;  and  when  it  had 
come  to  a  question  of  submitting,  on  our  part,  to  the  established  laws  of  war,  ship  after 
ship  in  attempting  to  run  the  blockade  havin^r  been  taken  from  us,  and  about  which  all 
sorts  of  stories  were  told  in  the  papers,  though  in  many  cases  there  might  be  a  real  doubt 
about  the  justice  of  the  seisure,  we  had  always  said,  *'  We  will  bear  for  America  what 
America  bore- for  us  under  the  same  circumstances ;  we  must  have  this  matter  investigated 
by  prize  courts  according  to  the  laws  of  nations,  and  if  tliese  prize  courts  decide  against  us 
we  must  submit  to  it,  unless  we  can  prove  some  gross  and  manifest  injustice  done  by  them 
to  us  which  we  would  not  have  pracUced  ourt^elves."  He  was  bound  to  say,  in  justice  to 
the  United  States,  that  our  government  had  not  as  yet  been  able  to  find  any  such  gross  or 
manifest  injustice.  He  did  not  think  the  honor  of  the  American  States  had  suffered  He 
believed  they  had  asserted  the  laws  of  war  about  as  strictly  as  we  did,  and  not  more  stiictly, 
and  we  had  therefore  submitted  m  good  fkith.  Some  of  the  decisions  might  fieem  to  us 
hard  when  compared  with  what  was  done  in  Eoglaud  with  regard  to  the  ships  of  neutrals 
when  war  was  carried  on  by  ourselves,  and  with  what  we  may  be  obliged  to  administer 
again  if  unhappily  war  should  occur  again.  It  would  be  very  surprising  if  the  statesmen 
of  America  do  not  see  we  have  acted  in  good  faith  and  in  honor  towards  them,  for  on  their 
account,  as  well  as  for  the  sake  of  our  own  nation,  government  had  endured  some  obloquy 
from  powerful  and  wealthy  citizens  who  had  an  interest  in  carrying  on  trade  with  the  south- 
em  States,  and  who  endeavor  in  mauy  iruttances  to  carry  it  on  without  for  one  moment 
considering  the  trouble  and  anxiety  they  cause  the  government,  or  the  peril  in  which  they 
put  the  nation.  He  believed  he  might  venture  to  state,  however,  that  the  government 
would  rather  venture  to  endure  the  obloquy,  or  even  relinquish  office,  than  fritter  away 
the  nation's  time  and  strength  in  an  endeavor  to  put  aside  the  blockade,  which  unhappily 
causes  so  much  serious  inconvenience  and  loss  to  this  country,  iuasmuch  as  by  so  doing  we 
should  be  abrogating  the  very  course  we  ourselves  liad  adopted  when  in  the  position  of 
belligerents,  and  when  to  the  uttermost  we  took  advantage  of  those  rights  of  war  which 
some  people  would  deny  to  the  north. 

There  was  one  aiher  subject  on  which  the  conduct  of  our  government  also  deserved  a 
remark.  We  know  very  well  that  it  Is  perfectly  lawful  for  the  citizens  of  a  neutral  coun- 
try to  trade  with  both  parties  if  they  can.  It  is  also  lawful  to  sell  anything  which  either 
party  would  take  in  the  way  of  merchandise,  powder,  shot,  guns,  or  any  other  things;  and 
we  had  on  both  sides  had  customers,  and  sold  a  great  many  articles  of  that  desciiption. 
But  there  was,  on  the  other  hand,  a  limit  to  all  that,  and  it  is  not  consistent  with  the  duty 
of  a  neutral  nation  to  supply  the  means  of  curry ing  on  war  as  a  government  to  either 
party,  or  to  promote  warlike  exhibitions  in  its  harbors,  or  send  ships-of-war  from  its 
shores;  and  in  order  to  prevent  such  things  being  done— which  undoubtedly  we  should 
have  reason  to  protest  against  if  done  to  us,  and  which  could  hardly  be  carried  on  by  any 
nation  on  a  large  scale  professing  neutrality  without  involving  it  in  war— we  had  *rot  a  law 
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wbiofa  may  or  maj  not  be  tMj  to  constroe,  but  which  certahilj  was  intended  to  pverent 
these  thioRB.  We  all  knew,  as  a  matter  of  £ftct,  that  the  Confederate  States  had  endeaTored 
to  make  this  oonutry  the  basis  of  their  maritia>e  operations.  Oor  goTemment.  in  perfect 
good  faith,  said  this:  **We  will  not  permit  anything  to  be  done  which  can  be  shown  to  Ite 
a  Tlolation  of  our  own  laws  or  of  the  law  of  nations;  we  cannot  g^  beyond  onr  laws  or  of 
tbe  laws  of  nations,  bnt  we  cliall  do  all  we  can  to  prevent  the  evasion  of  either  one  or  the 
other,  not  carlo g  whether  one  party  or  the  other  benefits  by  it,  not  balancing  fhe  relative 
strength  or  trying  to  alter  it,  or  permitting  it  to  be  altered,  bnt  simply  peitformteg  oor 
obligations  according  to  what  is  dictated  by  our  own  domestic  legal  enactments,  and  aocanfiBg 
to  the  reoeivfd  laws  of  nations."  (Hear,  hear.)  The  Americans  had  complained  of  the 
escape  from  this  country  of  the  well-known  Alabama,  which,  as  we  know,  bad  committed 
great  ravages  upon  their  commerce,  and  of  other  ships  said  aleo  to  have  left  England  for 
the  same  purpose.  They  spoke  as  though  it  was  a  very  easy  thing  for  the  government  to 
prevent  that  sort  of  thing  being  done,  whereas  it  was  a  most  difficult  thing;  and  it  was  re- 
maikable  that,  although  their  government  in  former  wars  had  not  riiown  any  want  of  will 
to  prevent  the  same  thing  occurring,  he  was  not  aware  that  they  had  ever  succeeded  in 
preventiog  It  in  one  siogle  institece,  because,  although  several  cases  were  brought  into 
their  courts  of  law  of  phips  which  had  gone  out  of  their  harbors  commissioned  by  other 
belligerent  powers  and  taken  prizes  on  tbe  seas,  they  were  taken  notioe  of  only  because 
they  had  the  boldness  to  oome  with  their  prises  into  the  ports  out  of  whidi  they  had  in 
the  first  instance  sailed.  Therefore,  it  would  not  be  reasonable  for  thorn  to  hold  oor  gov- 
ernment responsible  for  every  evasion  of  our  laws  to  their  disadvantage.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  hoped  and  believed  that  the  people  of  the  country  at  large  would  not  be  inclined 
to  identify  thenu^lves  in  feeling  with  those  merchants  of  ours  who  seemed  to  think  that 
they  were  bound  by  no  obligation  to  our  laws  at  all,  and  that  it  was  perfectly  fair  for  them, 
if  they  chose,  to  carry  on  a  trade  with  a  belligerent  power,  while  at  the  same  time  they 
knew  that  government  were  anxious,  for  tbe  sake  of  the  nation,  to  preserve  a  strict  neu- 
trality. (Hear.)  He  did  not  think  that  was  the  part  of  patriotic  Englishmen,  loyal  to 
their  laws,  and  having  a  trne  view  of  the  interests  of  the  country.  Though  perfectly  con- 
scions  of  tbe  great  difficulties  of  bringing  the  law  to  bear  by  complete  and  condnslve  evi- 
dence in  cages  of  this  kind,  where  every  article  is  used  for  the  purpose  of  disguise  and  eva- 
sion, he  had  every  confidence  that  the  people  of  this  country  would  appro  re  tBte  government 
in  the  measures  they  bad  taken  to  make  it  clear  and  plain  that  those  procee^ngs  wen 
perpetrated  without  the  will,  connivance,  or  consent  of  those  who  are  respondble  for  the 
government  of  the  eountry^  (Hear.)  Let  him,  in  conclusion,  remind  them  of  the  twe 
great  thiugs  which,  by  the  course  the  foreign  policy  our  government  had  hitherto  pursued 
in  this  American  war,  they  hoped  to  secure— two  things  which  brought  to  them  inestima- 
ble blessings  if  they  go  together— peace  and  honor.  They  desired  to  maintain  peace,  but, 
of  course,  oqly  upon  honorable  terms.  (Cheers.)  He  thought  that  those  who  had  bad  the 
advantage  of  serving  under  Lord  Russell  and  Lord  Palmerston  at  this  most  momentooi 
cxisU  may  look  back  with  satisfoction,  if  not  with  pride,  upon  tiie  manner  in  which  the 
foreign  affairs  of  this  country  had,  on  the  whole,  been  administered.  They  had  ever  been 
forward  in  maintaining  the  cause  of  freedom  throughout  the  world,  preferring  to  do  so  not 
less  by  moml  influence  than  by  non-intervention,  believing  it  possible  to  recognise  peace 
at  home  with  honor  abroad,  but  thit  it  was  only  possible  to  do  so  by  a  policy  perfectly  dis- 
interested, perfectly  self-denying,  perfectly  upright,  straightforward  and  honorable.  They 
had  no  by-obJect,  no  end  or  aim  of  their  own  to  serve.  All  they  wished  to  do  was  their 
duty,  and  to  preserve  the  ptaoe  of  their  country  and  the  peace  of  the  world.  If  tb^ 
could  do  this,  and  do  it  with  consistency  and  honor  in  these  difficult  times — it  had  be^ 
done  hitherto,  and  he  believed  it  could  be  done  yet  by  their  persevering  in  the  same  course  — 
he  was  sure  we  should  owe  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude,  whether  we  acknowledge  it  or  not, 
to  the  government,  and  he  believed  this  debt  of  gratitude  is  felt  and  acknowledged  by  the 
people  at  large. 

The  honorable  gentleman  resumed  his  seat  amid  general  cheering. 

Alderman  Smurthwaite,  who  described  the  attorney  general's  speech  as  oonspkmous  no 
less  for  eloquence  than  for  depth  of  argument  and  lucidity  of  statement,  moved  a  vote  of 
confidence  in  tbe  honorable  gentleman,  and  pledging  the  electors  agidn  to  support  htl 
return  to  Parliament  as  their  representative. 

Alderman  Bobson  seconded  the  motion. 

Tbe  proposition,  on  being  put  to  tbe  meeting,  was  canied  without  a  dinentient  voice. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  tiie  chairman  terminated  the  proceedings. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  736.]  Department  op  State, 

Washin^onf  October  17,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter,  of  tli&  13th  instant,  addressed  to  the  de* 
partm^it  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  of  the  contract  to  which  it  refers 
lietween  certain  agents  of  the  insnrgents  for  the  delivery  of  naval  stores  at  St. 
George,  Bermnda,  to  be  thence  introduced  into  the  United  States  in  violation 
of  the  blockade. 

You  will  bring  this  to  the  notice  of  Earl  Bnssell  as  a  measure  which,  if  car- 
ried into  efiect,  seems  to  us  to  be  a  violation  of  the  spirit,  at  least,  of  the  Queen's 
proclamation,  and  as  requiring  such  instructions  to  the  authorities  in  Bermuda 
as  would  prevent  those  islands  being  made  a  place  of  deposit  for  the  purpose 
referred  to. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H..  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^,,  8fe,,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Welles  to  Mr.  Sewardi 

Navy  Department, 

WashingUm,  October  13,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  an  original  contract  in 
the  possession  of  this  department,  entered  into  on  the  2Sth  of  August,  1863,  at 
Ricmnond,  Va.,  between  George  B.  Ghiselingt  of  Kentucky,  and  John  H.  Mc^- 
dox,  of  Louisiana,  under  the  name  and  style  of  George  B.  Ghiseling  &  Co.,  of 
the  first  part,  and  John  de  Bree,  paymaster  of  the  so-called  confederate  na\7', 
for  and  in  behalf  of  the  navy  departirent  of  the  so-caJled  Confederate  States, 
of  the  second  part,  having  for  its  object  the  procuring  from  abroad,  for  the  use 
of  the  insurgent  government,  certain  naval  forces,  and  looking  to  the  establish? 
ment  of  a  depot  for  such  stores  at  the  port  of  St.  George's,  Bermuda. 

The  schedule  referred  to  in  the  contract,  and  forming  a  part  of  it,  did  not 
come  into  the  possession  of  this  department. 

My  object  in  furnishing  you  with  this  extraordinary  paper  is  for  the  purpose 
of  suggesting  that  the  attention  of  Lord  Lypns  be  called  to  the  proposed  viola- 
tion of  the  neutrality  of  Great  Britain  by  making  use  of  one  o£  her  Majesty's- 
ports  as  a  depot  of  naval  stores  intended  for  the  insurgent  government,  whichi 
has  been  recognized  by  Great  Britain  as  a  belligerent,  and  under  a  contract 
made  under  the  authority  of  said  government. 

In  connexion  with  this  contract,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  state  that  one  of  the 
parties  to  it,  Joseph  H.  Maddox,  was  early  in  the  rebellion-confincd  at  Fort  La- 
rayette  upon  a  charge  of  illicit  traffic  and  violence  of  the  blockade,  and  was 
released  on  entering  into  an  engagement,  under  oath,  that  he  would  not*  enter 
any  of  the  States  in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  nor  hold  any  correspondence  or  other  communication  with 
persons  residing  therein,  during  the  present  hostilities,  without  pennisaion,  nor 
do  any  act  hostile  or  injurious  to  the  government  of  the  United  States*. 
Very  reepectfnlhr,  &c, 

GIDEON  WELLES; 
Secretary  i^ihe  Navy. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State.* 
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Oopn  (/  eonttxuL 

This  oontrect.  mtde  and  entered  into  this  28th  day  of  September,  A,  D.  1863,  betwem 
George  R.  Ghiseling,  of  Kentncky,  and  Joseph  H.  Maddox,  of  Looisiana,  under  the  name 
and  style  of  George  B.  Qhiseliog  k  Co.,  of  the  first  part,  uid  John  de  Bree,  paymaster 
confederate  navy,  for  and  In  behalf  of  the  navy  departosent  of  the  Confederate  States, 
Kvitnesseth :  That  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  undertakes  and  agrees  to  deliver  to  the 
designated  agent  of  the  Confederate  States  navy  department,  at  a  port  of  the  Confederate 
States,  east  of  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river,  in  the  possession  and  control  of  the  Con- 
federate States  government,  within  six  (6)  months  ft-om  the  first  (1st)  day  of  Oot^iber,  1869, 
all  in  good  merchantable  order,  the  naval  stores  as  set  forth  in  the  schedf  les  hereto 
annexed,  marked  A,  B,  C,  D,  and  E,  respectively,  which  schedules  are  herely  declared 
to  belong  to  and  become  part  of  this  contract. 

And  sedd  party  of  the  first  part  further  stipulates  and  agrees  to  purchase  or  otherwiss 
procure  one  or  more  fast  and  light* draught  steamers,  and  to  freight  and  despatch  the  same 
from  some  foreign  port  with  all  the  haste  possible ;  said  steamers  to  remain  under  the 
exclusive  control  of  said  party  of  the  first  part  during  the  continuance  of  this  contact, 
and  to  be  used  only  in  its  execution. 

And  it  is  understood  and  agreed  that  if  at  any  time  the  said  party  of  the  second  part 
shall  so  direct  any  part  or  the  whole  of  deliveries  under  said  schedules  A,  B,  C,  D,  and  fi, 
or  under  any  other  heieafler  sent,  shall  be  made  at  the  port  of  St.  George's,  Bermnda, 
excepting  such  portions  thereof  as  shall  already  have  been  actually  shipped  before  the 
receipt  of  such  order  by  the  party  of  the  first  part. 

And  in  consideration  of  the  stipulations  by  the  party  of  the  first  part,  as  hereinbeiora  set 
forth,  the  party  of  the  second  part  covenants  and  agrees  to  pay  to  the  party  of  the  fint 
part,  his  attorney  or  assigns,  upon  certified  bills  or  invoices  approved  by  the  agent  of  the 
Confederate  States  at  the  port  whence  shipped,  the  full  amount  of  each  and  every  delivery, 
with  the  addition  of  twenty-five  (16)  per  cent,  thereon  if  delivered  in  a  port  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  and  with  an  addition  of  ten  (10)  per  cent,  thereon  if  delivered  at  the  poet 
of  St.  George's,  Bermuda,  and  with  the  addition,  in  either  case,  of  the  actual  cost  of  traa*- 
portation,  to  include  the  outlay  for  coal,  hire  and  subsistence  of  the  crew  and  oflSoers, 
wharfage,  lightage,  and  labor  of  loading  only  :  Provided,  That,  in  the  cage  of  deliveries  at 
a  port  of  the  Confederate  States,  such  charges  for  transportation  shall  not  exceed  and  nu^ 
be  covered  by  the  payments  to  the  party  of  the  first  part  of  twenty-five  pounds  (£25)  ster- 
ling fur  each  and  every  ton  so  delivered. 

And  the  party  of  the  second  part  further  covenants  and  agrees  to  pay  the  party  of  the 
first  part  an  additional  premium  of  ten  (10)  per  cent,  upon  all  bills  or  invoices,  ocrtified  to 
as  above,  if  delivered  at  a  port  of  the  Confederate  States  within  forty  (40)  days  from  the 
tenth  (10)  day  of  Octol>er,  1863,  there  beiug  no  premium  to  Ik  paid  upon  any  charget  for 
freight  or  transportation. 

And  the  party  of  the  first  part  agrees  and  stipulates  to  receive  for  all  payments  to  be 
made  to  him,  at  the  option  of  the  Confederate  States  navy  department,  either  sterling  hlUi 
of  exchange,  or  cotton  at  sixpence  (6(f.)  sterling  per  pound,  delivered  at  a  port  of  the  Con- 
federate Slates  in  the  possession  and  control  of  the  Confederate  States  government:  Ftom- 
did.  That  said  party  of  the  first  may  be  allowed  to  convert  such  bills  of  exchange  into 
cotton,  and  to  ship  all  cotton  in  either  way  obtained  by  them  without  any  impressment  of 
or  interference  with  the  same  during  its  transportation  to  or  detention  at  such  port;  and 
that  it  is  distinctly  understood  and  agreed  that  no  part  of  said  cotton  shall  be  used  for  any 
other  purpose  than  to  purchase  naval  stores  under  this  contract,  until  all  the  provisions  of 
the  same  shall  have  been  carried  out  and  executed;  and  that  no  part  of  said  cotton  shall  at 
-Any  time  be  shipped  to  or  sold  in  any  port  belonging  to  or  in  possession  of  the  United 
'ikates  of  America,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  all  dues  and  payments  to  the  said 
•partjf  of  the  first  part  by  the  Confederate  States  navy  department. 

And,  finally,  it  is  understood  and  agreed  that  all  schedules  that  may  besrat  by  the  party 
of  the  second  part  after  the  signing  of  this  contract  shall  become  part  of  it,  and  be  in  fbU 
force  ^r  all  the  provisions  of  the  same,  from  the  date  of  their  receipt  by  the  party  of  the 
'4Nstpatft,  and  that  this  contract  may  be  extended  beyond  the  time  hereinbefore  set  forth, 
both  paiika  thereto  concurring:  Primdti^  alao^  That  if,  by  the  act  of  God  or  of  the  public 
enemy,  there  shall  <be  any  unavoidable  delay  or  detention  in  the  deliveries  under  tliU  con- 
tract, the  tfnie  hereinbefore  stated  shall  be  extended,  so  as  to  allow  the  party  of  the  first 
jtart.the  tl'm^  necessary  to  carry  out  the  stipulations  of  the  same. 
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In  tefliimony  whereo£,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  Sep- 
lember,  A.  D.  1863,  at  the  navy  department  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

GEORGE  R  GHX8ELING. 


J.  tt  MADDOX. 

JOHN  Dm  BREE,  Paymatler  m  chary. 


Signed,  sealed,  and  deliTered  in  presence  of — 

J.  P.*  MoCORKLl. 
Cbarles  J.  OST. 

Approred. 


8.  R.  HALLORT,  Seerdary  qf  th4  Aooy. 


Mr,  Sewar4  to  Mr,  ^dams, 
[Circnlw.] 


No.  737.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  20,  1863. 

SfR :  Owing  to  an  accident  that  befell  the  Africa,  her  maib,  which  are  re- 
ported to  be  safe,  have  been  delayed,  and  thus  the  department  is  without  for- 
eign advices  since  my  last  despatches  were  written. 

Becent  domestic  military  events  have  po  strikipg  importance.  Our  forces  in 
East  Tennessee  have  made  successful  advances.  General  Bosecrans  has  re- 
mained unmolested  while  fortifving  and  being  re-enforced  at  Chattanooga.  The 
attempts  of  the  insurgents  to  break  his  communications  have  failed,  and  they 
have  suffered  some  disasters.  Lee's  army  having  crossed  the  Bapidan,  Greneral 
Heade  withdrew  to  Oentreville,  where  he  observes  the  enemy.  The  siege  of 
Charleston  continues.  We  have  heard  favorable  reports  from  General  Banks'a 
movement  against  Texas. 

The  annual  elections  have  taken  place  in  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  Iowa,  and 
liie  results,  compared  with  those  of  the  previous  year,  are  auspicious  to  the 
Union. 

The  President  has  called  for  three  hundred  thousand  troops  by  voluntary 
enlistment,  with  the  alternative  of  a  draft,  and  the  public  sentiment  cheerfully 
cuBtains  the  call. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Chablbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 

Same  to  Messrs.  Dayton,  Clav,  Pike,  Eobrnbr,  &;c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  739.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  23,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  mails  of  the  Africa  have  arrived  at  last.  I  hasten  to  acknowl- 
edge the  reception  of  your  despatch  of  the  1st  of  October,  "(No.  505,)  which 
informs  me  of  the  representation  you  have  submitted  to  Earl  Bussell  concern- 
ing the  depredations  of  the  Alabama  in  the  waters  which  durround  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope. 

Thus  far  we  have  received  no  advices  from  our  consul  at  that  place,  or  from 
any  other  source. 
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The  representation  yon  bave  made  is  approved,  and  as  the  case  shall  be 
farther  developed  you  will  be  expected  to  maintain  the  rights  of  the  United 
States  in  the  spirit  indicated  in  your  note  to  his  lordship.  I  submit  for  your 
consideration  that  the  occasion  seems  to  be  a  suitable  one  for  representing  to 
the  earl  that  the  toleration  shown  by  the  British  authorities  at  the  Gape  of 
Good  Hope  to  the  Alabama,  a  vessel  that  has  never  touched  American  waters, 
and  either  bums  and  destroys  all  that  she  captures,  or  condemns  them  in  pre- 
tended courts  held  by  the  captors  themselves  on  the  deck  of  their  ship,  is  a 
virtual  confasion  of  all  distinctions  known  in  the  law  of  nations  between 
national  belligerent  vessels  and  privateers,  and,  farther,  of  all  distinctions  be- 
tween privateers  and  pirates.  If  such  is  to  become  the  practice  of  maritime 
powers,  it  will  be  difficult  to  perceive  what  the  world  has  gained  by  the  declara- 
tion of  Paris,  or  could  gain  if  that  declaration  should  be  accepted  by  all  com- 
mercial nations. 

The  ultimate  interest  of  Great  Britain  in  the  reprobation  of  such  practices  is 
not  less  than  the  immediate  interest  of  the  United  States  in  the  question. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charlbs  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  622.J  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

London,  October  23,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  despatches  from  the  depart- 
m^t,  Bumbered  727  to  731,  inclusive,  and  also  No.  723  mentioned  last  week  as 
missing. 

The  most  important  of  these  is  No.  730.    I  have  at  once  given  directions  to 

Srepare  copies  of  the  papers  relating  to  the  various  caAes  which  have  been 
etained  pending  a  d^ision,  as  well  as  those  whioh  came  to  hand  simultaneously 
with  your  despatch.  I  have  likewise  drawn  up  a  form  of  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
based  on  your  instnictions,  which  will  accompany  them.  As  the  labor  of  prep- 
aration takes  time,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  work  of  the  legation,  it  may  be 
a  day  or  two  before  all  will  be  complete  to  send. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS- 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 
[Extracts.] 


No.  523.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  October  23,  1863. 

Sir  :  There  is  not  much  in  the  events  of  the  past  week  that  calls  for  particular 
notice.  Perhaps  the  most  interesting  to  you  will  be  the  reports  of  speeches  by 
public  men,  of  more  or  less  note,  which  commonly  take  place  at  this  season  of 
the  year  at  popular  gatherings  or  other  assemblages,  either  casually  occurring 
or  made  on  purpose.  The  address  of  Lord  Brougham  at  Edinburgh  furnishes 
one  more  to  many  preceding  examples  of  the  eccentricities  of  that  distfuguished 
man.         •         •         •  •  *  *  The  speeches  of  Sir  RoundeQ 

Palmer  and  Mr.  Callier  on  their  re-election  to  Paiiiament  are  of  more  eonso- 
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qneneie.  Boih  of  these  officers  substantially  assume  satisfiuitoiy  positions  in 
regard  to  the  questions  connected  with  the  United  States.  •  •  •  * 
The  apprehension  of  every  appearance  of  taking  a  side  with  the  United  States 
IS  one  of  the  phenomena  most  frequently  visible  among  British  statesmen  at  this 
crisis. 

Anodier  speech  is  that  of  Lord  de  Gr^  which  assumes  importance*  from  his 
position  as  secretary  of  war  and  a  member  of  the  cabinet.  It  is  satisfactory  as 
indicating  a  settled  policy  on  the  part  of  the  government.  •  •  •  • 
The  speech  of  Mr.  Henly  may  be  construed  as  indicative  of  disinclination  in 
the  better  class  of  the  conservative  party  to  disturb  the  ministers  in,  their 
American  policy. 

On  the  other  hand,  efforts  are  sedulously  making  to  or^nize  a  popular  move- 
ment in  behalf  of  the  rebel  cause.  To  this  end  Lord  Wharncliffe,  a  yonng 
nobleman  of  the  conservative  party,  has  accepted  the  chief  place  in  the  asao- 
dation  created  with  that  object.  Mr.  Beresford  Hope,  Mr.  Lindsay,  and  others, 
are  laboring  by  particular  addresses  and  in  other  ways  to  mature  a  policy  of 
recognition  for  production  at  the  next  session  of  Parliament.     Thus  far  it  cannot 

be  said  that  much  disposition  has  been  shown  to  take  it  up. 

•  ••••••  »• 

On  the  whole,  the  prospect  of  quiet  looks  promising.  But  it  depends  so 
entirely  on  the  course  of  events  not  merely  in  America,  but  also  in  the  rest  of 
Europe,  that  it  is  impossible  to  count  on  anything  in  the  future  with  confidence. 
The  military  situation  is  always  a  touchstone  of  the  most  sensitive  description. 
Of  late,  however,  the  very  unequivocal  preparations  making  in  the  north  of 
Europe  for  a  possible  conflict  in  the  spring  have  aroused  a  great  deal  of  attention, 
and  aidded  to  the  indisposition  to  make  needless  demonstrations. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yuur  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  525.]  Lbgation  op  thb  Unitbd  States, 

London^  October  23,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  17th  instant  I  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Russell  calling  the 
attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  a  war  vessel  now  being  prepared  at 
Glasgow  for  the  insurgents  in  the  United  States,  called  the  Canton.  Copies  of 
that  note,  of  its  enclosure,  and  of  his  lordship's  acknowledgment,  are  transmitted 
herewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Earl  Russell., 

Lbgation  op  the  Unitbd  Statbs. 

London,  October  17,  1863. 

Hy  Lord:  It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  find  it  my  duly  once  more  to  call 
your  lordship's  attention  to  the  emnrts  making  in  this  kingdom  to  aid  the  insur- 
gentA  in  America  in  carrjdng  on  their  resistance  to  the  govemmeiit  of  the  Unite<l 
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StatoB.  I  hare  Btrong  reason  for  beKevhig  that,  ia  addition  to  a  verj  formidaUB 
steam-ram  now  in  process  of  constrnction  at  tbe  port  of  Glasgow,  but  not  yH 
so  far  advanced  as  ftiHy  to  develop  her  character,  tnere  is  another  steamer  read  v 
to  be  launched,  called  the  Canton,  having  all  the  characterwtics  of  a  war  veseeL 
which  is  about  to  be  fitted  up  and  despatched  with  the  same  intent  from  the 
same  place.  I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  lordship's  eonsideratbn  sobm  ex- 
tracts from  a  letter  addressed  to  me  bj  W.  L.  Underwood,  esq.,  the  consul  ef 
the  United  States,  gi^^g  some  information  in  regard  to  this  case.  Mr.  Under- 
wood himself  entertains  no  doubt  of  the  destination  of  this  vessel,  although  from 
the  secrecy  used  in  the  process  of  construction  and  preparation,  itself  a  cause  of 
suspicion,  he  has  been  slow  in  gaining  evidence  on  which  to  base  a  f^ree«ft- 
tation. 

Not  doubting  that  her  Majesty's  government  will  take  all  suitable  measuies 
to  ascertain  the  correctness  of  tbese  allegations,  I  prav  your  lordship  to  accept 
the  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration  with  wuich  I  have  the  honor  to  Ins, 
my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russbll,  ifc,^  Sfc,t  Sfc. 


Mr,  Underwood  to  Mr,  Adamt. 

Umitkd  States  Consulati, 

QUugow,  October  15.  1865. 

Sir  :  It  is  my  UDpleMaot  duty  to  inform  you  that  recently  it  has  come  to  my  knowledge 
that  a  ehip-of-war,  in  addition  to  tbe  formidable  iron  rams  of  which  I  have  heretofore  given 
you  information,  is  now  being  built,  and  nearly  ready  to  launch,  in  the  ship-yard  of  Messrs. 
James  and  George  Thomson,  of  this  city,  intended  for  and  belonging  to  the  Confederal 
States.  She  is  after  the  model  of  the  rebel  ship  Alabama.  '*  Can  ton-— London  "  are  tbe 
words  gilded  on  her  stem.  She  is  a  clipper- built  screw  steamer,  with  three  mavis,  two  of 
which  are  iron,  one  of  wood.  Her  length  is  from  280  to  SOO  feet  from  stem  to  stern ;  bor 
beam  about  56  feet.  Her  frame  is  iron,  borlered  up  with  teak  wood  planking,  about  fire 
inches  thick  in  the  inside,  up  to  the  water-mark.  She  is  pierced  with  four  large  port-holei 
and  four  smaller  ones  on  each  ^de,  making  rixteen  in  all ;  the  larger  ones  seem  suited  fot 
the  sweep  and  play  of  pirot  guns.  She  is  constructed  to  carry  the  greatest  portion  of  her 
coals  in  iron  side-pockets  between  decks,  so  as  to  give  an  unobstructed  passage  clear  through 
from  one  fire-room  to  tbe  other.  Her  water  draught  is  marked  fifteen  feet.  Has  **  eye- 
bolts"  in  her  sides,  suitable  for  and  intended  to  handle  and  secure  her  guns.  She  is  don- 
key or  l)ark-rigged,  and  although  similar  to  the  Alabama,  the  only  difference  being  that 
she  has  an  iron  frame,  whi^t  the  Alabama  has  a  wooden  one.  She  is  probably  from  1,200 
to  1,600  tons  burden,  can  be  laanched  at  any  day,  and  is  understood  to  be  only  waiting 
for  tbe  spring  tide.  Her  propeller  is  two-bladed,  and  of  composition  metal,  very  hard, 
being  a  mixture  of  brass  and  copper,  with  the  flanges  so  constructed  that  in  case  one  is  injorel 
another  may  be  put  in  its  place  without  interfering  with  the  bush.  She  is  known  in  the 
yard  as  the  **  frigate  "  She  has  a  sciew  hoisting  gear,  for  lifting  her  propeller,  and,  when 
it  is  up,  has  a  stem  that  falls  down  and  makes  her  appear  like  a  sailing  ship.  Her  cylinder 
is  60  inches  in  diameter.  Until  now  the  eye-bolts  and  fixtures  for  running  her  guns  in  and 
out,  her  port- holes,  and  other  characteristic  contrivances  that  mark  her  a  war  vessel,  were 
all  visible  and  apparent,  and  with  them  so  it  was  intended  to  haye  launched  her  ou  some 
day  of  last  week. 
ooooooeooa 

But  in  order  to  conofal  the  character  of  the  vessel,  and  thus  elude  the  vigilance  and 
avoid  the  interference  of  the  government,  these  characteristic  fixtures  have  been  and  are 
being  removed.  The  eye-bolts  for  the  gun  gear  have  been  drawn,  their  holes  stopped  and 
effaced,  and  the  bolts  stored  away,  to  be  replaced  when  the  ship  gets  to  sea.  The  doors  or 
shutters  of  the  port-holes  are  to  be  taken  from  the  hinges,  the  hinges  remored,  and  tbe 
shutters  to  be  screwed  or  fastened  over  the  port-holes,  so  as  to  present  a  clean  side,  until 
she  gets  out.  It  is  not  expected  she  will  take  on  her  armament  here.  On  the  contrary,  R  , 
is  understood  that,  as  soon  as  launched,  she  will  take  her  boilers  and  heaviest  machlaeEy 
aboard,  and  will  thta  be  immedktely  towed  to  Mane  place  to  om  nnkaow^y  to  which  ^li« 
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vrndoing  Maohlaery  wiH  be  transported  on  aao^er  Teasel,  and  then  be  taken  on  boaid  by 

ooo  o  •  ooo  oo 

The  manofrers  of  the  Canton  are  fraudulently  seeking  to  eva:!e  responsibility  by  taking 
advantage  of  what  Is  understood  to  be  the  letter  of  tbe  British  rule  as  to  a  wnr  vessel's 
responpibility  In  leaving  her  ports  arroed,  &c.,  whilst  by  this  very  frandulency  they  anrad- 
cMonally  ciimieal,  since  her  hostile  intent  is  as  flagmoS  and  eleta  as  if  she  had  her  guns  on 


eoeo^ooono 

I  can  only  hope  you  will  lay  this  case  before  the  British  government,  and  that  in  its  own 
wisdom  it  will  take  immediate  steps  to  investigate  the  facts  I  have  sugrgested,  and  to  afford 
noch  restraint  or  remedy  as  may  be  consistent  alike  with  its  honor  and  duty. 

I  am  happy  to  »dd  that  the  Scotch  law  aiflbrds,  as  I  am  advised,  peculiar  fadlltiee  to  sndl 
pr^mioary  investigations  as  may  be  adopted  in  this  case,  inasmuch  as,  unlike  the  common 
Iaw,  it  tolerates  and  permits  an  inquiry  and  interrogation  under  oath  of  the  party  imme- 
diately implicated 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  UNDERWOOD, 

U/Oid  Slata  Obnmd, 
"Bom.  Chablu  FnAseis  Adams, 

VmUd  ikaUt  MittuH^r,  London. 


Earl  Rwtscll  to  Mr,  Adanu, 

FoRBioN  Office,  October  19,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  17th 
instant,  and  its  enclosures,  relative  to  a  vessel  said  to  be  in  course  of  construc- 
tion at  Glasgow,  intended  for  the  service  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States, 
and  I  have  to  state  to  you  that  I  have  lost  no  time  in  communicating  copies  of 
the  same  to  the  proper  department  of  her  Majesty's  government,  in  order  that 
immediate  inquiries  might  be  made  into  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, hnmble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq^  ifc.,  4^.,  fy:. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 


No.  740.]  Department  of  State, 

•  Washington,  October  24,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  1st  of  October,  (No.  504.) 
The  very  able  speech  made  by  Earl  Russell  at  Blairgowrie  is,  in  its  more 
important  aspects,  so  just  and  liberal  towards  the  United  States  that  it  cannot 
fail  to  modify  the  sentiments  of  asperity  hitherto  prevailing  among  the  people 
m  both  countries. 

Every  day's  experience  of  new  difficulties  in  the  conduct  of  thei  relations  of 
the  two  countries  upon  principles  which  render  possible  the  despatch  of  armed 
ttarval  expeditions  n*om  British  ports  to  make  war  on  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States  could  not  fkil  to  increase  anxiety  here,  and  irritation  in  both 
countries.  It  is  not  forgotten  by  this  government  that  one  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  has  already  arisen  out  of  controversies  about 
Betttral  rights,  not  more  serious  than  those  with  which  we  are  now  so  constantly 
engaged.  The  United  States,  at  all  times  sincerely  deprecating  a  recurrence 
of  that  form  of  national  calamity,  must  necessarily  deprecate  it  now  more  eamrJ 
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estly  ihfUif,  they  have  done  heretofore,  for  the  obyioaa  reason  that  it  would  coin- 
cide with  and  aggravate  a  painful  civil  conflict.  We  have  never  doubted  that 
the  government  of  Great  Britain  are  aB  sincerely  opposed  to  an  unuecesssiy 
disturbance  of  our  mutnal  peace  as  we  ourselves  are,  and,  therefore,  we  have 
been  anxious  that  her  Majesty's  ministers  should  understand,  as  clearly  as  we 
do,  the  dangers  towards  which,  as  it  has  seemed  to  us,  we  were  drifting.  It 
would  be  no  more  congenial  with  the  disposition  of  the  President  to  use  those 
apprehensions  by  way  of  menace  or  intimidation  to  Great  Britain  than  it  would 
be  consistent  with  the  generous  spirit  of  Great  Britain  to  be  approached  in  that 
manner.  In  the  absence  of  specifications,  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  in  your 
correspondence  with  Earl  Kussell  anything  which,  dispassionately  interpreted, 
could  justly  expose  you  to  censure  in  this  respect.  If,  however,  anything  of 
the  kind  should  be  indicated  to  yon,  or  should  occur  either  on  your  part  or  on 
mine,  the  President  will  expect  that  such  explanations  shall  be  made  as  her 
Majesty's  government,  witn  a  just  regard  to  the  sensibilities  of  the  British 
nation,  may  require. 

The  transactions  in  which  we  are  engaged  are  too  great,  and  oar  rcspooei- 
bilities  concerning  them  are  too  grave,  to  allow  us  for  a  moment  the  indolgeooe 
of  individual  irritation,  or  even  of  the  national  jealousy  which  is  quick  in  seek* 
ing  or  in  giving  occasions  of  offence.  Great  Britain  has  this  one  advantage 
over  us  in  all  these  cases,  that  the  difficulties  between  the  two  countries  remdi 
directly  from  a  domestic  feud  of  our  own,  in  which  unnatural  and  disloyal 
Americans  are,  with  infinite  art  and  labor,  seeking  to  involve  foreign  and  friendly 
nations. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 


Gharlbs  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  Sfc, 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  744.]  DfiPARTMBNT  OF  StATB, 

Washington,  October  26,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  the  8th  instant,  (No.  511,)  informing  me  of  your  pro- 
ceedings under  instruction  (No.  692)  of  the '2d  ultimo,  respecting  Mr.  Part- 
ridge's course  in  regard  to  British  interests  in  Salvador,  has  been  received  and 
is  approved. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adums. 


No.  745.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  26,  1863. 
Sir:  Your  despatch  of  October  8  (No.  513)  has  been  received.  The  meatp 
rial  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Hereford,  and  also  the  proceedings  of  tlM 
people  of  Hartlepool,  have  been  submitted  to  the  President.  The  President  desires 
vou  to  present  to  those  constituencies,  respectfully,  his  sincere  and  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments for  the  sentiments  of  good  will  and  friendship  towards  the  United 
States  which  they  have  expressed  with  so  much  unanimity  and  gratifying 
earnestness.    It  will  be  a  pleasing  duty  on  the  part  of  this  govemfioent  to 

L^.gitized  by  VjOC^..^ 
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vindicate  these  iayorable  sentiments  wliich  are  manifested  towards  it  by  the 
ftiends  of  iVeedom  and  hnmanityin  Enrope. 

It  can  hardly  IBe  necessary  to  ask  you  to  snbmit  to  Earl  Bossell  whatever 
you  may  write  in  executing  this  instruction. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obe^ent  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charlks  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Spc.,  8fc, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[ExtiacU  ] 


No.  526.]  Lbqation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  October  29,  1863. 

SiR:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  despatches  from  the  department, 
Mimfaered  732,  733,  and  734.  The  explanation  they  give  of  the  policy  of  the 
government  are  clear  and  satisfactory.  The  despatch  No.  732  contains  an 
enclosure,  the  contents  of  which  had  been  already  communicated  to  me  from  the 
same  source. 

There  has  been  little  of  interest  in  the  events  of  the  week.  A  communica- 
tion in  the  Times,  from  the  writer  who  takes  the  signature  of  **  Historicus,"  in 
which  he  comments  with  force  upon  the  bearing  of  the  intercepted  despatehes 
from  Richmond  on  the  action  of  the  rebels  at  Liverpool,  has  drawn  forth  replies 
from  Mr.  Lindsay  and  George  N.  Saunders,  both  of  them  characteristic,  and 
illustrative  of  the  sort  of  commercial  morality  that  is  supposed  by  them  to  pre- 
vail here. 

The  hope  of  getting  out  the  iron-clads  does  not  appear  to  be  yet  quite  extin- 
guished. Some  suspicious  movements  appear  to  have  led  to  the  order  of  an 
additional  war  vessel  to  keep  them  in  checK.  Captain  Inglefield  is  an  energetic 
officer,  and  I  think  resolved  to  do  his  duty  in  good  faith.  It  is,  however,  a  re- 
markable circumstance  that  any  such  question  as  the  defiance  of  the  govern- 
ment in  a  leading  British  port  should  be  Supposed  possible. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington^  D.  C 


[From  tk§  Morning  Star  (London)  qftko  9Slk  qf  Oetobmr,  1861] 
MR.  LAIBD,  M.  P.,  OM  TBI  AIJkBAMA  AJTD  TBB  tTEAU-UAMB. 

At  a  presentation  of  prizes  to  ▼olunteen  at  Liyerpool,  on  Friday,  Mr.  Laird,  M.  P. ,  made 
a  lengthened  speech,  in  the  oonrse  of  which  he  said:  I  do  not  know  that  I  onfcht  to  occopf 
your  time  any  longer,  bat  various  statements  hare  been  made  abont  a  vessel  that  bias 
attained  to  some  degree  of  &me.  I  refer  to  a  vessel  well  known  throughout  this  country 
as  the  Alabama.  (Loud  and  repeated  cheering.)  I  am  not  ashamed  to  acknowledge  that 
some  of  my  fiMoily  have  hod  to  do  with  that  ship.  Still,  some  statements  have  been  made 
abont  her  which  should  be  controverted.  I  should  not  have  made  any  remark  now  but 
for  the  fact  that  the  government  of  this  country  had  made  certain  statements,  and  have 
^ven  certain  legal  opinions  about  her,  and  they  have  talked  about  the  vessel  having  es- 
caped. I  see  my  friend  Mr.  Hind  and  other  gentlemen,  who  are  somewhat  of  sporting  men, 
and  well  they  know  what  I  mean  when  I  say:  when  hounds  approach  a  fox  cover  the  fox 
scents  the  hounds,  and  when  the  huntsman  comes  up  to  the  cover  the  fox  is  gone.  It  is 
nonsense  to  talk  about  the  fbx  escaping  or  about  tbe  Alabama  escaping.    The  Alabama  was 
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in  dock  when  she  was  inspected  by  rerj  many  cnrioiu  people ;  and  in  dock  she  kx^  on 
board  her  coals  and  her  stores.  Ihere  was  no  secrecy  whatever  observed  about  the  ship. 
She  went  ont  of  dock  at  night ;  and  I  ask  yon,  as  men  of  common  sense,  if  she  wanted  to 
escape,  surely  the  night  was  a  time  when  she  could  have  escaped.  But  what  was  the  fact! 
They  were  so  vain-glorious  about  their  little  craft  that  they  anchored  her  off  the  Landing- 
stage,  and  there  she  remained  uutil  half  pabt  ten  to  eleven  the  fbllowing  morning,  when 
she  left  for  her  destination.  They  admit  that  she  was  not  fitted  oat  as  a  man-of  war,  aod 
that  they  had  no  legal  authority  to  detain  that  ship  until  a  man  was  engaged  to  serve  oa 
board  her  as  a  sailor.  Does  any  ship-owner  present  believe,  or  any  man  connected  with 
shipping,  that  the  captain  of  a  vessel  supposed  to  be  going  upon  an  extraordinary  voysge 
would  go  and  tell  a  man  who  appears  to  have  been  a  hired  agent  or  spy  of  certain  gentle- 
men in  London  ?  Would  the  captain  of  a  ship  on  such  an  expedition  go  and  tell  a  coomiQQ 
Bailor  at  the  Sailors'  Home  all  the  ins  and  onts  of  his  intentions  regarding  that  ship! 
(Hear,  hear,  and  applause )  Certainly  not.  Now,  I  know  it  is  not  true  that  the  man  wai 
told  anything  of  the  sort  by  the  captain.  I  have  tteen  so  informed,  and  I  believe  the  inform- 
ation to  be  on  the  best  authority.  But  let  me  U-W  you  it  is  not  necessary,  in  engaging 
men  to  go  to  any  part  of  tho  world,  to  tell  the^e  men  where  they  were  g<'iog  ;  be&iu«e,  joo 
know,  I  am  an  old  band  myself  in  fitting  out  secret  expeditions.  (Laughter  and  applaose.) 
A  few  years  ago  it  was  thought  desirable  by  the  government  of  this  country  to  send  veneli 
io  China  and  to  various  parts  of  India  secretly.  A  Chinese  war  was  anticipated  ;  the  Boi- 
•ians  were  expected  to  oome  down  the  head  of  the  Indus  and  the  Enphrates ;  and  it  wm 
desirable  to  place  faith  in  somebody.  Her  Majesty's  government  were  plen«ed  to  ptati 
iaith  in  me,  and  I  built  for  the  BritMi  goverament  about  a  doaen  vessels ;  but  the  gaven- 
ment  said  to  me,  **  What  we  want  you  to  do,  Mr.  Laird,  is  this:  we  want  you  to  build,  and 
to  arm  and  equip  these  vessels,  and  to  send  them  out ;  they  must  be  yours,  and  nobody 
must  know  anything  about  it."  Well,  being  a  prudent  sort  of  a  shipbuilder,  I  said,  "1 
will  take  your  order  on  those  conditions."  I  built  the  ships ;  they  were  armed ;  I  eagsged 
men ;  I  did  everything.  (Hear,  hear,  cheers  and  laughter.)  I  had  to  engage  not  on^ 
tailors,  but  ^gineen  and  boiler-makers,  ship-carpeaters,  and  men  of  a  variety  of  trades. 
I  had  to  Fend  them  to  various  parts  of  the  world,  and  I  can  assure  you  that  a  few  shiUingi 
per  month  extra  did  all  the  business.  They  did  not  care  where  they  went  so  long  as  ^bif 
got  a  little  extra  pay.  (Laughter.)  And,  therefore,  the  statement  regarding  the  oaptsh 
of  the  Alabama  having  told  a  sailor  all  about  the  ship— whose  she  was,  and  where  she  wu 
for— bears  the  impress  of  falsehood  upon  the  very  face  of  it.  I  never  saw  the  captain  of  the 
Alabama  but  once,  and  that  was  after  having  taken  the  ship  out,  and  I  don't  think  hewn 
the  man  to  make  such  a  statemant  as  thAt  upon  which  the  ship  might  have  been  stopped. 
Let  me  read  you  a  few  words  from  a  speech  of  the  solicitor  general,  who  made  ano^ 
great  spetich  the  other  day  at  Richmond.  He  said  some  months  ago:  It  was  not  tUl  thi 
Alabama  reached  the  Azores  that  she 'received  her  stores,  her  captain,  or  her  papers,  sad 
that  she  hoisted  the  confederate  flag.  It  is  not  true  that  she  departed  from  the  chores  of 
this  country  as  a  ship  armed  for  war.  (Hear,  hear,  and  great  applanee  )  And  then  he 
went  on  to  say:  *'  But  I  wish  the  House  to  understand  that  in  those  deposiUons  there  wn 
a  great  mass  of  hearsay  evidence,  which,  taken  by  itself,  could  not  form  the  basis  of  aay 
action.  Of  the  six  depositions  transmitted  on  the  22d  of  July,  only  one  was  good  for  any* 
thing  at  all,  viz  ,  the  evidence  of  a  person  named  Passmore,  which  was  sufficient  to  piofS 
the  material  facts.  Two  more  were  sent,  corroborating  Passmore,  on  the  24th,  and  were 
received  by  Earl  Bussoll  on  the  26th."  (Hear.)  Passmore  was  the  man  who  made  the 
affidavit  that  he  was  told  by  the  captain  where  the  ship  was  to  go.  I  don't  believe  him. 
and  he  must  have  got  up  the  evidence  for  the  occasion.  Lord  Palmerston,  whom  we  sll 
respect,  (applaose, )  said,  on  the  27th  of  March  last,  **  I  have  myiblf  graat  doubts  whetbo^ 
if  you  had  seized  the  Alabama,  we  should  not  have  been  liable  to  considerable  daatgea 
It  is  generally  known  that  she  sailed  from  this  country  unarmed,  and  not  properly  fitted 
out  for  war,  and  that  she  received  her  armament,  equipment,  and  crew  in  a  foreign  port 
Therefore,  whatever  suspicions  we  may  have  had— and  they  were  well-founded,  as  it  after- 
wards turned  out — as  to  the  intended  destination  of  the  vessel,  her  condition  at  that  tfaD6 
would  not  have  justified  a  seizure."  (Cheers.)  Now,  here  is  Lord  Palmerston,  an  old  and 
experienced  mi^,  who  says,  in  his  opinion,  the  government  would  have  been  liable  to  coo* 
siderable  damages  had  they  stopped  that  ^ip.  I  think,  after  what  has  been  said— consid- 
ering my  connexion  with  this  place,  and  after  the  noise  this  vessel  baa  made  in  the  world 
(laughter  and  applause)— the  meeting  will  excuse  my  having  brought  forward  these  qnes* 
tions.  (Applause.)  Other  speeches  have  been  made  by  a  noble  lord  who  does  not  seem  to 
agree  with  Lord  Palmerston.  I  mean  Earl  Busseli.  (Hisses.)  He  made  a  speech  the  other 
day  which  has  caused  a  great  sensation  all  over  the  world,  and  which  the  Americans  s^ 
!s  only  due  to  the  coercion  they  have  put  upon  him.  Earl  Busseli  is  a  man  who  is  w^ 
known  and  respected  Uiroughout  the  country  by  his  oWn  followers ;  but  he  is  a  msn  of 
whom  Sidney  Smith  said  that  he  had  such  confidence  ki  himself  that  he  would  take  com- 
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mand  of  the  channel  fleet  if  neoesiaiy.  Well,  I  think  Earl  Rossell  has  undertaken  Bome- 
ihing  that  he  will  not  he  ahle  to  oar^  through  quite  so  easily  as  perhaps  he  might  com- 
mand the  channel  fleet.  He  has  undertaken  to  sajr  in  this  country  that  he  can  do  certain 
thingps,  and  that  if  he  finds  the  law  ie  not  sufficient  he  can  go  to  Parliament  for  an  indem- 
nity. (Hear,  hear  )  I  don't  helieve  myself  that  Parliament  will  ever  iodemnify  any  man 
in  thd  country,  however  powerful  and  however  great  he  may  he,  if  he  is  trying  to  trans- 
gress the  law.  (Loud  aud  protrtoted  cheering.)  At  any  rate,  up  to  the  time  when  the  act 
of  indemnity  is  passed  there  are  laws  in  the  land  which  all  of  us  are  hound  to  obey. 
(Hear,  hear.)  Laws  are  not  made  for  administrations,  hut  for  the  people  of  this 
country,  ahd  the  people  are  only  hound  to  obey  tbe  law  as  it  stands,  and  not  to  obey  laws 
which  may  pos^ly  come  to  he  passed  hereafter.  (Renewed  cbeers.)  Another  eminent 
gentleman,  Kir  Ronndell  Palmer,  had  made  another  speech  at  Richmond  ;  and  I  must  s  ly, 
having  read  that  speech,  that  it  is  all  very  well  for  an  eminent  lawyer,  one  of  the  fliat  legal 
authorities  of  the  day,  to  make  a  speech  in  the  month  of  Aiarch.  and  say  that  those  were 
the  vicwH  of  the  country,  and  then  to  make  a  speech  in  support  of  another  client  iu  October 
of  opposite  views;  but  I  say  it  is  not  tbe  duty  of  a  man  who  holds  the  positiun  of  a  states- 
man in  this  country  to  he  placlog  one  Interpretation  upon  certain  facts  in  March  and 
tmother  in  October.     (Load  cheers.) 


Mr.  Adanu  to  Mr,  Sewmrd, 


No.  527.1  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  October  30, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  received  from  Lord 
Busaell,  dated  the  26th  instaat,  in  reply  to  mine  to  him  on  the  23d,  a  copy  of 
which»  haeed  on  the  instructions  contained  in  your  despatch  No.  730,  of  the  6th 
instant,  is  now  submitted  with  it. 

Inasmuch  as  the  argument  of  your  despatch  was  drawn  up  more  particularly 
to  apply  to  the  case  of  the  "  Alabama,^*  I  decided  upon  sending  in  with  my  note 
only  the  papers  connected  with  the  depredations  committed  by  that  vessel. 
This  left  on  my  hands  a  number  of  others  occasioned  by  the  '*  Florida"  not  dis-; 
pooed  of.  I  now  propose  to  send  those  in  likewise  to  his  lordship,  with  a  note 
in  which  I  mean  to  take  notice  of  his  singular  allusion  to  **  seeming  merchaM 
ships,'*  in  the  face  of  the  evidence  in  those  cases,  which  went  so  far  to  strip  off 
all  such  semblance. 

The  controversy  raised  by  "  Historicus"  in  the  Times  appears  to  be  gaining 
vigor,  from  the  interposition  of  Messrs.  Lindsay  and  Saunders.  As  a  genend 
thing,  the  public  appearance  of  the  rebel  emissaries  proves  injurious  rather  than 
beneficial  to  the  rebel  cause.  Mr.  Lamar,  who  is  on  his  way  home  from  his 
frnitless  expedition  to  Russia,  obtained,  a  few  days  since,  through  the  interposi- 
tion of  the  chairman,  Mr.  Lindsay,  an  opportunity  to  introduce  at  an  agrieul- 
ptAval  celebration  at  Chertsey  an  elaborate  prelude  <^  a  defence  of  slavery  in  Ae 
ponth.  But  it  was  not  permitted  by  the  former  to  reach  its  conclusion,  doubt- 
less for  reasons  satisfactory  to  himself.  Although  doctrines  of  that  kind  would 
find  little  serious  objecticm  among  members  of  the  higher  class,  they  are 
extremely  repugnant  to  the  convictions  of  the  great  body  of  the  people,  educated 
as  they  have  been  to  an  admiration  of  the  lal^xs  of  Wilbeiforce  and  Clarkson* 
Eveiry  attempt  to  modify  their  views  on  the  abetraot  question  of  slavery  has  not 
only  failed,  but  has  injiued  the  influence  of  the  makw. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  qf  State,  Washingtimf  D.  C 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Rustell, 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  October  23,  1863. 

My  Lord  :  It  may  be  within  yoor  recollection  that,  in  the  note  of  the  17th 
of  September,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  you  in  reply  to  yoon  rf 
the  14th  of  the  same  month,  respecting  the  claim  for  the  destruction  of  the 
ship  Nora,  and  other  claims  of  the  same  kind  which  I  had  been  instructed  U 
make,  I  expressed  myself  desirous  to  defer  to  your  wishes  that  they  should 
not  be  pressed  on  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government,  so  far  as  to  U 
willing  to  refer  the  question  of  the  withdrawal  of  my  existing  instructions  back 
for  the  consideration  of  my  government.  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  year 
lordship  of  the  result  of  that  application. 

After  a  careful  resurvey  of  all  the  facts  connected  with  the  outfit  and  late 
proceedings  of  the  gunboat  No.  290,  now  known  as  the  war  steamer  Alabama,  I 
regret  to  report  to  you  .that  the  government  of  the  United  States  finds  itself 
wholly  unable  to  abandon  the  position  hei-etofore  taken  on  that  subject 

The  reasons  for  this  conclusion  have  been  so  often  explained  in  the  coire- 
spondence  which  I  have  heretofore  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  your  lordship 
touching  this  case,  that  I  shall  endeavor  to  confine  myself  to  a  brief  recapitulation. 

The  United  States  understand  that  they  are  at  peace  wHh  Great  Britain. 
That  peace  is  furthermore  secured  by  treaties,  which  oblige  both  parties  to  re- 
frain and  to  restrain  their  subjects  from  making  war  against  each  other. 

They  greatly  regret  to  be  compelled  to  admit  the  fact  that  the  vessel  knowi 
first  as  the  gunboat  No.  290,  and  now  as  the  Alabama,  is  roving  over  the  seas, 
capturing,  burning,  sinking,  and  destroying  American  vesseb,  without  lawfil 
authority  firom  any  source  recognised  by  international  law,  and  in  open  defiance 
of  all  judicial  tribunals  established  by  the  common  consent  of  civilized  nations 
as  a  restraint  upon  such  a  piratical  mode  of  warfare. 

That  this  vessel  was  built  with  the  intent  to  make  war  against  the  United 
States,  by  British  subjects,  in  a  British  port,  and  that  she  was  prepared  there  to 
be  armed  and  equipped  with  a  specific  armament  adapted  to  her  construction, 
for  the  very  purpose  she  is  now  pursuing,  does  not  appear  to  them  to  admit  of 
dispute. 

That  this  armament  and  equipment,  adapted  to  this  ship  and  no  other,  were 
simultaneously  prepared  by  British  subjects,  in  a  British  port,  with  the  intent  to 
complete  her  preparation  for  her  career,  seems  equally  clear.  Furthermore,  it 
is  Buflficiently  established  that,  when  this  vessel  was  ready,  and  her  armament 
and  equipment  were  equally  ready,  she  was  clandestinely  sent,  by  the  contrivance 
of  her  British  holders,  and  the  armament  and  equipment  were  at  the  same  tijoe 
clandestinely  sent,  through  the  connivance  of  the  same  or  other  British  subjects, 
who  prepared  them,  to  a  common  point  outside  of  British  waters,  and  there  the 
armament  and  equipment  of  this  vessel  as  a  war  ship  were  completed. 

This  war  ship,  thus  deriving  all  its  powers  to  do  mischief  hom  British  soxuces, 
manned  by  a  crew  of  Britiab  subjects,  enlisting  in  and  proceeded  from  a  British 
port,  then  went  forth  on  her  work  to  burn  and  destroy  the  property  of  tha 
people  of  the  United  States,  in  fraud  of  the  laws  of  Oreat  Britain,  and  in  vio- 
lation of  the  peace  and  sovereignty  of  the  United  States.  From  the  earliest  to 
the  latest  day  of  her  career  she  does  not  appear  to  have  gained  any  other 
national  character  on  the  ocean  than  that  which  belongs  to  her  in  her  origin. 

From  a  review  of  all  these  circumstances,  essential  to  a  right  judgment  of 
the  question,  the  government  of  the  United  States  understand  that  the  purpose 
of  the  building,  armament,  equipment,  and  expedition  of  this  vessel  carried  widi 
it  one  single  criminal  intent,  running  equally  through  all  the  portions  of  this 
preparation,  fully  complete  and  executed  when  the  gunboat  No.  290  assumed 
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the  name  of  the  Alabama;  and  that  this  intent  brought  the  ^rhole  transaction, 
in  all  its  several  parts  here  recited,  within  the  lawful  jurisdiction  of  Great 
Britain,  where  the  main  portions  of  the  crime  were  planned  and  executed.  * 

Furthermore,  the  United  States  are  compelled  to  assume  that  they  gave  due 
and  sufficient  previous  notice  to  her  Majesty's  government  that  this  criminal 
enterprise  was  begun  and  in  regular  process  of  execution,  through  the  agencies 
herein  described,  in  one  of  her  Majestv's  ports.  They  cannot  resist  the  con- 
clusion that  the  government  was  then  bound  by  treaty  obligations,  and  by  the 
law  of  nations,  to  prevent  the  execution  of  it.  Had  it  acted  with  the  prompt- 
ness and  energy  required  by  the  emergency,  they  cannot  but  feel  assured  that 
the  whole  scheme  must  have  been  frustrate.  The  United  States  are  ready  to 
admit  that  it  did  not  act  so  far  as  to  acknowledge  the  propriety  of  detaining 
this  vessel,  for  the  reasons  assigned ;  but  they  are  constrained  to  object  that 
valuable  time  was  lost  in  delays,  and  that  the  efiPort,  when  attempted,  was  too  soon 
abandoned.  They  cannot  consider  the  justice  of  their  claim  for  reparation  liable 
to  be  affected  by  any  circumstances  connected  with  the  mere  forms  of  proceed- 
ing, on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  which  are  exclusively  within  her  own  control. 

Upon  these  principles  of  law,  and  these  assumptions  of  fact,  resting  upon  the 
evidence  in  the  case,  I  am  instructed  to  say  that  my  government  must  continue 
to  insist  that  Great  Britain  has  made  itself  responsible  for  the  damages  which 
die  peaceful,  law-abiding  citizens  of  the  United  States  sustain  by  the  depreda- 
tions of  the  vessel  called  the  Alabama. 

In  repeating  this  conclusion,  however,  it  is  not  to  be  understood  that  the 
United  States  incline  to  act  dogmatically,  or  in  a  spirit  of  litigation.  They 
desire  to  maintain  amity  as  well  as  peace.  They  fully  comprehend  how  una- 
voidably reciprocal  grievances  must  spring  up  from  the  divergence  in  the  policy 
6f  the  two  countries  in  regard  to  the  present  insurrection.  They  cannot  but 
appreciate  the  difficulties  under  which  her  Majesty's  government  is  laboring, 
from  the  pressure  of  interests  and  the  combination  of  British  subjects  apparent- 
ly bent  upon  compromising,  by  their  unlawful  acts,  the  neutrality  which  her 
Majesty  has  proclaimed,  and  desires  to  preserve,  even  to  the  extent  of  involving 
the  two  nations  in  the  horrors  of  a  maritime  war.  For  these  reasons  I  am 
instructed  to  say  that  they  fitmkly  confess  themselves  unwilling  to  regard  the 
present  hour  as  the  most  mvorable  to  a  calm  and  candid  examination,  by  either 
party,  of  the  facts  or  the  principles  involved  in  cases  like  the  one  now  in  ques- 
tion. Though  indulging  a  firm  conviction  of  the  correctness  of  their  position 
in  regard  to  this  and  other  claims,  they  declare  themselves  disposed  at  all 
times,  hereafter  as  well  as  now,  to  consider  in  the  fullest  manner  all  the  evidence 
and  the  arguments  which  her  Majesty's  government  may  inclme  to  proffer  in 
refutation  of  it ;  and  in  case  of  an  impossibility  to  arrive  at  any  common  con- 
clusion, I  am  directed  to  say  that  there  is  no  fair  and  equitable  form  of  conven- 
tional arbitrament  or  reference  to  which  they  will  not  be  willing  to  submit. 

Entertaining  these  views,  I  crave  permission  to  apprise  your  lordship  that  I 
have  received  directions  to  continue  to  present  to  your  notice  clainis  of  the 
character  heretofore  advanced,  whenever  they  arise,  and  to  furnish  the  evidence 
on  which  they  rest,  as  is  customary  in  such  cases,  in  order  to  guard  against 
possible  ultimate  failure  of  justice  from  the  absence  of  it. 

In  accordance  with  these  instructions,  I  now  do  myself  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit the  papers  accompanying  the  cases  heretofore  withheld  pending  the  recep- 
tion of  later  information. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration 
with  wnich  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bfgfat  Hon.  Earl  Bussell,  ^.,  Sfc,,  9gc. 
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Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoRBiGN  Ofpicr,  October  26, 1863. 

BiR :  I  have  bad  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  23d  instant.  In  that 
letter  you  inform  me  that  you  are  instructed  to  say  that  the  goyemment  of  the 
United  States  must  continue  to  insist  that  Great  Britain  has  made  itself  respon- 
sible for  the  damages  which  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  sustain  by  the 
depredations  of  the  vessel  called  the  Alabama.  But  towards  the  conclusion  of 
your  letter  you  state  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  are  not  disposed 
to  act  dogmatically,  or  in  a  spirit  of  litigation ;  that  they  desire  to  maintain 
amity  as  well  as  peace ;  that  they  fully  comprehend  how  unavoidably  reciprocal 
grievances  must  grow  up  from  the  divergence  of  the  policy  of  the  two  countries 
in  regard  to  the  present  insurrection.  You  add  further  that  the  United  Statei 
frankly  confess  themselves  unwilling  to  regard  the  present  hour  as  the  most 
favorable  to  a  calm  and  candid  examination  by  either  party  of  the  facts  or  the 
principles  involved  in  cases  like  the  one  now  in  question.  With  this  declaration 
her  Majesty's  government  may  well  be  content  to  await  the  time  when  a  cahn 
and  candid  examination  of  the  facts  and  principles  involved  in  the  case  of  the 
Alabama  may,  in  the  opinion  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  usefully 
be  undertaken. 

In  the  mean  time  I  must  request  you  to  believe  that  the  principle  contended 
for  by  her  Majesty's  government  is  not  that  of  commissioning,  equipping,  and 
manning  vessels  in  our  ports  to  cruise  against  either  of  the  belligerent  parties— 
a  principle  which  was  so  justly  and  unequivocally  condemned  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States  in  1703,  as  recorded  by  Mr.  Jefferson  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Hammond  of  the  15th  of  May  of  that  year.  But  the  British  government  moBt 
decline  to  be  responsible  for  the  acts  of  parties  who  fit  out  a  seeming  merchant 
ship,  send  her  to  a  port  or  to  waters  far  from  the  jurisdiction  of  British  conrte, 
and  there  commission,  equip,  and  man  her  as  a  vessel-of-war. 

Her  Majesty's  government  fear  that  if  an  additional  principle  were  thus  made 
elastic  to  suit  a  particular  case,  the  trade  of  ship-building,  in  which  our  people 
excel,  and  which  is  to  great  numbers  of  them  a  source  of  honest  livelihood* 
would  be  seriously  embarrassed  and  impeded.  I  may  add,  that  it  appean 
strange  that,  notwithstanding  the  large  and  powerful  naval  force  possessed  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  no  efficient  measures  have  been  taken  bj 
that  government  to  capture  the  Alabama. 

On  our  part  I  must  declare  that  to  perform  the  duties  of  neutrality  £iirly  and 
impartially,  and  at  the  same  time  to  maintain  the  spirit  of  British  law,  and  pro- 
tect the  lawful  industry  of  the  Queen's  subjects,  is  the  object  of  her  Majesty'! 
government,  and  they  trust  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  will  re- 
cognize their  earnest  desire  to  preserve,  in  the  difficult  circumstances  of  the 
present  time,  the  relations  of  amity  between  the  two  nations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

KUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^^c,  dc,  Sc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  528.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  October  30,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  just  received  from  Ur. 
Harvey,  the  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  at  Lisboni  a  telegram*  the 
language  of  which  is  as  follows  :  ^^.^.^^^  ^^ GoC^.. 
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"  Please  infonn  the  department  that  crtriser  Georgia  has  been  depredating 
near  Tenerifie,  and  boarded  Liverpool  steamer  Braganza  last  Sunday,  one  .hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles  from  here,  heading  northward  towards  British  channel.     I 
hftTe  notified  Kearsarge  at  Brest,  and  adopted  all  other  practical  measures/' 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  jour  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  qf  &t<Ue^  Washington,  D,  C. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  748.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  2,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  16th  ultimo, 
(No.  518.)     Your  note  of  the  12th  of  October  to  Earl  Russell,  as  well  as  that 
of  tne  24th  of  September,  is  approved. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Acting  Secretary. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  4^.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  629.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  November  4,  1863 
Sir  :  Despatches  firom  the  department,  numbered  735,  736,  and  737,  have 
been  received  this  week  at  this  legation. 

In  obedience  to  the  direction  contained  in  No.  736  of  the  17th  of  October,  I 
addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Russell  on  the  subject  of  the  intercepted  contract,  a 
copy  of  which  was  received  with  that  despatch.  A  copy  of  my  note  is  here- 
^th  transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  November  3,  1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  great  regret  in  being  obliged  to  lay  before  your  lordship 
new  proofs  of  the  manner  in  which  the  neutrality  of  her  Majesty's  ports  is 
abased  by  the  insui^ents  of  the  United  States  in  order  the  more  effectually  to 
procrastinate  their  resistance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  dated  the  13th  day 
of  October,  together  with  a  copy  of  a  contract  entered  intg  between  certain 
parties  and  an  agent  of  the  insurgents,  the  original  being  now  in  the  possession 
of  the  government,  one  of  the  objects  designated  in  whicn  is  the  establishing  in 
tbe  port  of  St.  George's,  in  the  island  of  Bermuda,  of  a  depot  of  naval  stores 
for  their  use  and  benefit  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  C^OOalp 

7^  j^  -gitized  by  ^ 
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This  proceedbg,  if  earned  iato  effect,  would  seem  to  be  so  entirelj  in  viok- 
tion  of  the  spirit>  not  lees  than  the  letter,  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation,  that  I 
am  instmcted  to  ask  your  attention  to  the  expediency  of  giving  snch  instmctioni 
to  the  authorities  in  Bermuda  as  would  prerent  its  being  made  a  place  of  deposit 
for  the  purpose  referred  to. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  oonsideiition 
with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  590.]  Lboation  of  thb  IJnitbd  Statbs, 

lAmdatif  November  5,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  my  despatch  No.  527,  of  the  30th  of  October,  sent  last  week,  I  men- 
tioned my  intention  to  address  a  note  to  Lord  Russell,  in  reply  to  his  of  the  26di 
of  that  month,  and  at  the  same  time  seize  the  opportunity  to  send  in  the  papers 
which  yet  remained  in  my  hands  relating  to' cases  of  depredation  oonunitted  by 
the  Oreto,  alicu  the  Florida.    A  copy  of  that  note  is  herewith  transmitted. 

In  relation  to  the  extraordinary  proceedings  of  the  Alabama  at  Gape  Town, 
reported  in  my  despatch  No.  50i,  of  the  1st  of  October,  probably  one  of  thoM 
detained  by  the  accident  which  happened  to  the  Africa,  I  hare  now  received 
from  Lord  Russell  a  reply  to  my  representation.  A  copy  of  his  note  is  trans- 
mitted, as  well  as  of  my  acknowledgment  of  it.  I  presume  the  assurances  to  be 
given  to  you  through  Lord  Lyons  are  intended  to  be  satisfactoiy.  I  am  not 
unwilling  to  be  relieved  of  the  necessity  of  arguing  here  a  new  question,  which 
adds  another  heavy  responsibility  to  those  already  incurred  by  this  government 
from  its  feeble  and  fluctuating  policy.  It  is  alleged  in  the  newspapers  that  a 
portion  of  the  merchandise  taken  in  the  captured  vessel  was  actually  sold  by 
the  commander  of  the  Alabama  at  Gape  Town.  This  would  seem  to  involve  a 
question  of  restoration.  I  do  not  perceive  that  Lord  Russell  alludes  to  this. 
Perhaps  it  was  not  necessary,  as  I  think  there  was  no  reference  to  it  in  the  con- 
sul's representation,  upon  which  my  first  note  was  based. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Graham,  die  consul 
at  Cape  Town,  a  copy  of  which,  at  his  request,  I  transmit.  It  appears  to  es- 
tablish the  fact  that  the  governor  considered  the  sale  of  captured  property  as 
not  prohibited  by  the  Queen's  proclamation.  Hence  it  is  scarcely  to  be  doubted 
that  such  sales  were  actually  made.  I  shall  write  to  Mr.  Graham  to  obtain,  in 
some  form  or  other,  the  evidence  to  which  he  refers,  and  send  it  to  the  depart- 
ment. 

Judge  Pringle  has  likewise  sent  to  me  a  supplement  to  the  Gape  Town  Ad- 
vertiser of  the  17th  of  September  last,  containing  the  private  journal  of  an  officer 
of  the  Alabama,  giving  a  full  account  of  all  her  operations  from  the  commence- 
ment. It  goes  far  to  corroborate  the  statement  of  the  paymaster,  Mr.  Tonge, 
who  was  one  of  the  principal  witnesses  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra.  Although 
not  available  as  evidence,  I  shall  cause  it  to  be  reprinted  here  and  send  copies 
to  the  attorney  general  and  other  parties,  who  may  be  open  to  further  convictbn. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

%  CHARLES  FRANGIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WaMngton,  D,  C, 
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Mr,  Adatm  to  Earl  Russeil. 

LUGATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  October  31,  1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  bave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  note  of 
the  26th  instant. 

The  conclusion  to  which  it  would  seem  that  both  governments  arriye,  in  re- 
.gard  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  the  claims  growing  out  of  the  depredations 
of  the  Alabama  and  other  vessels  issuing  from  British  ports,  appears  to  render 
farther  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  question  unnecessary.  It  is  only  to  pre- 
plnde  the  possibility  of  any  inference  growing  out  of  an  omission  to  notice  it 
ibat  I  beg  permission  to  make  a  single  remark  in  connexion  with  your  lordship's 
observation,  that  **  the  British  government  declines  to  be  responsible  for  the  acts 
of  parties  who  fit  out  a  seeming  merchant  ship."  So  far  as  the  vessels  now 
complained  of  are  concerned,  I  think  no  reasonable  doubt  can  be  entertained, 
from  the  evidence  which  was  obtained  before  their  departure,  that  they  never 
bore  the  semblance  of  merchant  ships,  even  to  her  Majesty's  officers  who  reported 
upon  them. 

I  now  beg  permission  to  lay  before  her  Majesty's  government  a  number  of 
memorials  and  other  papers  connected  with  the  depredations  of  the  vessel  for- 
merly called  the  Oreto,  and  now  the  Florida,  which  I  am  instructed  to  request 
BUiy  be  disposed  of  in  the  manner  indicated  in  my  note  of  the  23d  instant,  to 
which  your  lordship's  was  in  answer. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  llie  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration 
with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS, 

Bight  Hon.  Earl  Bu8SBll,  Sfc.,  ^.^  Sf€. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  October  29,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  acquainted  you  in  my  letter  of  the  2d  jnstant  that  the  matter  cor- 
nected  with  tne  proceedings  of  the  confederate  steamer  Alabama  at  the  Gape  of 
Good  Hope,  to  which  your  letter  of  the  29  th  September  referred,  were  under 
the  consideration  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

Those  matters  were  the  capture  by  the  Alabama  of  the  United  States  vessel 
Sea  Bride  within,  as  was  alleged,  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain ; 
secondly,  the  character  of  the  Alabama  herself;  thirdly,  the  manner  in  which 
the  Tuscaloosa,  alleged  to  be  a  tender  of  the  Alabama,  was  dealt  with  by  (he 
authorities  of  tbe  cape.  On  these  several  points  I  have  to  state  to  you-»first, 
that  her  Majesty's  government  are  satisfied,  by  the  concurrent  testimony  of  the 
colonial  and  naval  authorities  at  the  cape,  that  at  the  time  of  capture  the  Sea 
Bride  was  considerably  more  than  three  miles  distant  from  the  nearest  land  *, 
secondly,  that  as  regards  the  character  of  the  Alabama,  that  vessel  is  entitled 
to  be  treated  as  a  ship-of-war  belonging  to  a  belligerent  power,  and  that  neither 
the  governor  nor  any  other  British  authority  at  the  cape  was  entitled  to  exercise 
any  jurisdiction  over  her ;  thirdly,  that  as  regards  the  Tuscaloosa,  althou^ 
her  Majesty's  government  would  have  approved  the  British  authorities  at  tne 
cape  if  they  had  adopted  towards  that  vessel  a  course  different  from  that  which 
was  adopted,  yet  the  question  as  to  the  manner  in  which  a  vessel  under  such 
circumstances  should,  according  to  the  tenor  of  her  Majesty's  orders,  be  dealt 
idth  was  one  not  altogether  free  from  uncertainty.    Nevertheless,  instmetioBR 
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will  be  sent  to  the  British  authorities  at  the  cape  for  their  guidance  in  the  CTent 
of  a  similar  caae  occurring  hereafter.  And  her  Majesty's  government  hope  that 
under  those  instructions  nothing  will  for  the  future  happen  to  admit  of  a  question 
being  raised  as  [to]  her  Majesty's  orders  having  been  strictly  carried  out. 

Copies  of  the  reports  from  the  colonial  and  naval  authorities  on  the  matters 
in  question  will  be  sent  to  her  Majesty's  minister  at  Washington,  who  will 
thereby  be  enabled  to  give  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  any  further 
explanation  they  may  desire  to  obtain  on  the  subject 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient^ 
humble  servant, 

BUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  October  31,  1863. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  note  of  the 
:29th  instant,  in  reply  to  my  representation  of  the  proceedings 'Of  the  steamer 
Alabama  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Inasmuch  as  your  lordship  intimates  that  further  explanation  will  be  made  to 
tmy  government  through  the  agency  of  her  Majesty's  minister  at  Washington*  I 
ahall  confine  myself  to  the  transmission  of  a  copy  of  your  note. 

I  pray  vour  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consideratioii 
with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  oe,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Bight  Hon.  Earl  Bussbll,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Cfraham  to  Mr.  Adams, 

UmITID  StATM  CONSVLAn, 

Cc^  Town,  Septembtr  26,  186S. 

iSm:  The  Alabama  sailed  again  from  Simon'B  bay  yesterday  at  3  o'clock  a.  m.  I  hare 
not  hod  any  farther  intelligence  direct  from  the  Vanderbilt,  though  she  is  reported  as  hav- 
ing been  seen  by  one  vessel  off  Cape  I'Agutbas  ou  tbe  22d  instant,  and  by  another  oS 
Banger  Point  on  the  23d.    The  latter  repoited  her  to  be  going  eastward. 

On  the  20tk  instant  I  sent  despatches  for  the  Vanderbilt,  in  charge  uf  American  seamen 
going  eastward  in  vessels,  to  be  delivered  if  spoken  ;  and  if  not,  to  be  handed  to  my  con- 
sular agent  at  Algoa  bay,  or  the  consul  at  Mauritius.  The  bearers  were  men  I  could  trusti 
and  the  despatches  contained  the  information  that  the  Alabama  was  here.  The  deepatchea 
were  probably  not  delivered  in  time,  or  the  Yanderbilt  would  have  been  here  before  the 
Alabama  sailed.     The  latter  vessel,  I  believe,  has  now  gone  to  the  coast  of  Brasil  <fireoi. 

Fourteen  seamen  taken  prisoners  from  American  ships  by  the  Alabama  at  different  dateit 
and  who  subsequently  joined  her  crew  to  get  out  of  irons,  made  their  escape  from  her  while 
here,  (the  last  time,)  and  are  now  under  my  protection.  Many  others  also  escaped  from 
her  at  the  same  time,  but  as  they  were  British  subjects  who  Joined  her  originally,  I  would 
Jiave  nothing  to  do  with  their  support. 

I  encouraged  them,  however,  to  desert  and  secrete  themselves  till  her  departure,  and 
then  to  claim  support  from  the  British  authorities  here.  In  furtherance  of  my  olijaDi  to 
cripple  her  for  want  of  men,  I  visited  the  governor  on  the  22d  instant,  and  asked  him  hf 
what  authority  the  police  could  arrest  deserters  from  the  Alabama  in  this  colony.  And  ha 
answered,  '*  None  whatever."  He  added,  that  the  seamen  must  not  resist  any  attempt  of 
the  police  to  take  them  before  a  magistrate,  (in  which  case  I  could  appear  in  court,)  but 
they  would  have  the  right  to  resist  an  attempt  to  place  them  In  custody  of  offioeia  of  the 
Alabama. 

1  immediately  informed  the  men  of  the  dedsion,  and  wiote  to  the  captains  of  tha  dtj 
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And  water  police,  informing  them  that  I  should  hold  them  responsfble  in  the  coart  for  false 
impris(»ntnent  and  kidnapping  if  they  attempted  to  make  snch  arrests  Thin  had  the 
desired  effect,  as  uo  arrests  were  made,  and  the  Alabama  sailed  with  about  twenty-five  men 
short  of  her  complement 

At  the  above  interview  with  the  governor  he  stated  that  I  had  been  misinformed  as  to 
the  evidence  taken  in  relation  to  purchase  of  prize  cargoes,  for  none  bad  been  taken  before 
a  magistrate,  as  I  had  assumed. 

I  then  stated  to  him  the  substance  of  the  information  I  had  received,  and  handed  him 
the  names  of  the  six  witnesses  whoee  depositions  I  desired  should  now  l>6  taken  under  his 
aitboritj.  He  declined,  however,  to  give  his  authority  for  the  examination,  alleging  that 
the  purchase  of  prize  cargoes  was  not  distinctly  forbidden  in  the  Queen's  proclamation. 
I  endeavored  to  show,  in  reply,  that  as  the  proclamation  forbade  tbe  entry  of  captuied 
vessels  into  British  ports,  it  was  intended  that  British  subjects  should  have  nothing  to  do 
with  thtim  ;  but  this  argument  failing  to  persuade  him  to  authorize  the  examination,  the 
interview  ended. 

Please  send  a  copy  of  this  despatch  to  Washington,  as  the  tmmediaU  departure  of  the 
French  stt-amer  Tigre  for  Suez  leaves  me  no  time  to  make  a  duplicate  copy  Enclosed 
please  fin'l  list  of  consular  appointments  published  at  my  request  in  the  government  gazette 
of  yesterdhy 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WALTER  GRAHAM, 
UniUd  ScaUt  Ooruul/ar  the  Gape  qf  Good  Hope, 

Hon.  Charles  F.  Adams, 

Envoy  SoUraordmary^  Sfc,  Bfc  ,  Xofidbn. 


Chvermmmi  nUki,  JVa  295,  1863. 

Colonial  Omoi, 
Octpe  qf  Ocod  Bope,  September  23,  1863. 
It  is  hereby  notified  that  his  excellency  the  governor  has  been  pleased  to  recognize  the 
following  consular  appointments  made  by  the  consul  general  for  the  United  States  of 
Ameiica: 

To  be  deputjf  eontul  at  Oc^  Tbvn. — John  Philip  Christie,  esq. 

To  be  consular  agents. — At  Port  Elizabeth,  Joseph  C.  Hess,  esq  ;  at  Simon's  Town,  John 
M   Hoets.  esq.;  at  Moesel  bay,  Edward  E.«gar,  esq.;  at  Port  Natal,  George  0.  Cato,  esq. 
By  command  of  his  excellency  the  governor. 

RAW80N  W.  RAWSON, 

Cotonial  Secretary, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  631.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  November  6,  1863. 

Sir  :  Little  has  happened  tbos  far  this  week  deserving  of  particnlar  notioid. 
I  learn  that  there  is  great  activity  in  forwarding  arms  to  the  rebels  and  in  fitting 
ont  vessels,  both  at  Glasgow  and  at  this  place.  On  these  matters  I  do  not 
Write  at  large,  presuming  that  you  get  full  and  faithful  reports  firom  other 
sources. 

A  few  months  ago  extraordinary  efforts  were  made  to  circulate  in  this  country 
apamphlet  entitled  An  address  to  Christians  throughout  the  world,  by  the  clergy 
of  the  Confederate  States  of  America.  I  found  it  stitched  in  among  the  adver- 
tisements usually  appended  to  the  numbers  of  the  Edinburgh  Quarterly,  and 
other  leading  reviews  and  magazines.  In  this  position  I  infer  that  the  insertion 
must  have  been  obtained  at  no  inconsiderable  cost  of  money.  It  may  reason- 
ably be  doubted  whether  it  was  a  very  judicious  or  profitable  expenditure  to  the 

.,,;,_.,  ^oogle 
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parties  nnderUkiog  it.     In  Scotland  it  has  Btinred  up  the  leading  clergy  to  maka 
a  reply,  a  copy  of  which  I  send  herewith. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hoa  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  Slate,  WifuhingUm,  D,  C, 


[From  the  London  Dally  K«wfl,  NoTember  3,  1863.] 

SEPLT  TO  THE  ADDRESS  OF  THE  CONFEDERATE  OLERGT  ON  SLAVERY. 

The  foUowing  is  a  reply  bj  miniaters  of  the  churches  in  ScoUand  to  the  "Address  to 
Christians  throughout  the  world,  by  the  clergy  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America:** 
We,  the  undersigned  ministers  of  the  churches  in  Scotland,  in  reply  to  the  appeal  made  to 


Christians  throughout  the  world,  by  the  clergy  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America:** 

undersigned  ministers  of  the  churches  in  Scotland,  in  reply  to  the  appeal  mac. 
*  Address  to  Christians  throuffhont  the  world,"  I'ecently  put  forth  **by  the  clergy 

of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,*"  feel  bound  to  ^ye  public  expression  to  our  riewsi 


us  in  the 


lest  our  continued  silence  should  be  misconstrued,  as  implying  either  acouiescence  in  tbs 
principles  of  the  document,  or  indifference  to  the  crime  which  it  seeks  to  defend. 

We  refer,  of  course,  to  a  single  topic — that  of  slayery — as  it  is  handled  in  the  addresi. 
We  desire  to  say  nothing  inconsistent  with  our  country's  attitude  of  strict  neutrality  ai 
regards  the  war  raging  across  the  Atlantic  We  do  not  discuss  any  of  the  political  auestioof 
connected  with  its  origin,  promss,  and  probable  issues.  We  offer  no  opinion  on  the  mefti« 
ures  adopted  on  either  side.  Nor  are  we  to  be  regarded  as  shutting  our  eyes  to  the  past  and 
present  sins  and  shortcomings  of  the  north  in  relation  to  the  African  races.  The  one  object 
we  haye  in  yiew  is  to  express  the  deep  grief,  alarm,  and  indic^ation  with  which  we  bavt 
perused  the  pleading  on  behalf  of  slayery  in  eeneral,  and  Amencan  slavery  in  particular,  to 
which  so  many  servants  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Cnrist  have  not  scruoled  to  append  their  names. 
With  the  feeblest  possible  incidental  admission  of  ''abuses,**  which  they  "may  deplore  in. 
this  as  in  other  relations  of  mankind,**  we  find  these  men  broadly  maiutainine,  in  the  most 
unoualified  manner,  that  "the  relation  of  master  and  slave'* — "among  us,'"  they  add,  to 
maice  their  meaning  more  explicit — "is  not  incompatible  with  our  holy  Christianity.'*  Tbey 
thank  God  for  it,  as  for  a  missionary  institution — the  best,  as  it  would  seem,  and  the  most 
successful  in  the  world.  They  hold  it  to  be  their  peculiar  function  to  defi^nd  and  perpetuato 
it.  And  they  evidently  contemplate  the  formation  of  the  southern  confederacy  upon  tht 
basis  of  slavery  as  one  of  its  fundamental  and  permanent  principles  or  elements,  not  only 
without  regret,  but  with  entire  satisfaction  and  approval. 

Against  all  this — ^in  the  name  of  that  holy  faith  and  that  thrice  holy  name  which  tbej 
venture  to  invoke  on  the  side  of  a  system  which  treats  immortal  and  redeemed  men  as  goo<& 
and  chattels,  denies  them  the  rights  of  marriage  and  of  home,  consigns  them  to  ignoranoi 
of  the  first  rudiments  of  education,  and  exposes  them  to  the  outra^  of  lust  and  passion^ 
we  most  earnestly  and  emphatically  protest.  We  do  not  think  it  needfnl  to  ar^ue.  Ths 
time  for  argument  has  for  many  a  year  been  regarded  by  the  whole  of  enlightened  Christen- 
dom as  past  and  gone.  Apologists  for  slavery,  attempting  to  shelter  themselves  and  it  under 
the  authority  of  God's  word  and  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Chnst,  are  to  be  denounced  as  really, 
whatever  may  be  their  intention,  the  worst  enemies  of  both. 

All  reasonable  allowance,  no  doubt,  should  be  made  for  the  circomstanoes  of  Christiaa 
■linisters  called  in  Providence  to  labor  where  slavery  exists.  Some  soreness,  even,  on  tbxSx 
part,  under  what  they  regard  as  unjustifiable  and  dangerous  movements  on  the  other  sid^ 
ffiijght  be  excused  as  not  unnatural.  And  if  we  saw  them  manfully  lifting  their  voice  on 
behalf  of  universal  liberty,  and  setting  themselves  to  aim  at  the  instant  redress  of  the  mors 
flagrant  of  the  wrongs  incident  to  a  state  of  bondage,  we  should  be  prepared  calmly  to  listen 
to  their  representations  as  to  the  best  and  likeliest  practical  methods  of  promoting  the  presttit 
amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  slaves,  and  securing,  within  the  shortest  period  con- 
sistent with  safety,  their  complete  and  final  emancipation. 

We  are  reluctant  to  abandon  the  hope  that,  upon  reconsideration,  and  in  the  view  of  tfao 
sentiments  now  unanimously  held  and  expressed  on  this  subject  everywhere  else,  all  ovtf 
Christendom,  our  American  brethren  may  yet  be  induced  to  take  up  a  position  more  worthy 
of  our  common  faith  than  that  which  they  at  present  occupy.  But  at  all  events,  the  obliga- 
tion lying  upon  us,  as  things  now  stand,  towards  them,  towards  ourselves,  towards  tbe 
church  and  the  world,  towards  the  Bible  and  the  Gospel,  is  to  record  in  the  strongest  possible 
terms  our  abhorrence  of  the  doctrine  on  the  subject  of  slavery  which  the  southern  clergy 
teach,  and  upon  which  they  act ;  and  to  testify  before  all  nations  that  any  state,  empire,  or 
republic,  constituted  or  reconstructed,  in  these  days  of  Christian  light  and  liberty,  upon  the 
basis  of  that  doctrine,  practically  applied,  must,  in  the  sight  of  God,  be  regarded  as  toonded 
•a  wrong  a&d  crime,  and  as  deserving  not  His  blessing,  but  His  rightooua  wrath. 
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Sob.  S.  Candish,  D.  D.,  Edinburgh;  Thomas  Guthrie,  D.  D.,  Edinburgh;  John  R. 
Macdnfl^  D.  D.,  Glasgow;  W.  H.  Goold,  B.  D.,  Edinburgh;  A.  K.  H.  Boyd,  B.  A.,  Edin- 
burgh; Charles  J.  Brown,  D.  D.,  Edinburgh;  Andrew  Thomson,  t).  D.,  Edinburgh;  H. 
Wellwood  Moncrieff,  Bart.,  D.  IX,  Edinburgh;  W.  Lindsay  Alexander,  D.  D.,  Edixiburgh: 
James  Begg,  D.  D.,  Edinburgh;  William  Arnot,  Edinburgh;  J.  Oswald  Dykes,  Edin- 
burgh; William  Pulsford,  Edinburgh;  A.  Moody  Stuart,  Edinburgh;  Duncan  Og^lvie, 
H.  A.,  Edinburgh ;  J.  H.  Wilson,  Edinburgh ;  R.  Macpherson,  Edinburgh ;  George  Brown, 
Edinbu^h ;  James  Robertson,  Edinburgh ;  Robert  Gordon,  Edinburgh ;  Alexander  Black, 
D.  D.,  Edinburgh;  John  Braid  wood,  Edinburgh;  Robert  Hunter,  A.  M.,  Edinburgh;  A. 
L.  Simpson,  Edinburgh ;  Robert  Nisbet,  D.  D.,  Edinburgh ;  Andrew  Crichton,  E^dinourflli ; 
David  Groom,  Edinburgh;  N.  Davidson,  D.  D.,  Edinburgh;  George  Johnstone,  D.  D., 
Edinburgh ;  William  Anderson,  Loanhead,  Edinburgh ;  Thomas  Main,  Edinburgh ;  William 
Tasker,  Edinburgh ;  James  Ghall,  Edinburgh ;  R.  D.  Duncan,  Edinburgh ;  Edward  A. 
Thomson,  Edinburgh ;  Thomas  Cochrane,  Edinburgh ;  William  Balfour,  Edinburgh ;  Jamef 
Kirkwood,  Edinburgh ;  William  Gillespie,  Edinburgh ;  John  R.  Macduff,  D.  D.,  Glasgow ; 
Rob.  Buchanan,  D.  D.,  Glasgow;  R.  Jamieson,  D.  D.,  Glasgow;  John  Eadie,  D.  D., 
LL.  D.,  Glasgow;  Patrick  Fairbaim,  D.  D.,  Glasgow;  James  Henderson,  D.  D.,  Glas- 
gow; John  U.  Lorimer,  D.  D.,  Glasgow;  John  Forbes,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Glasgow;  John 
Roxburgh,  D.  D.,  Glas&row ;  Alexander  S.  Patterson,  D.  D.,  Glasgow ;  Andrew  A.  Bonar, 
Glasgow ;  Walter  Smith,  Glasgow ;  A.  B.  Parker,  D.  D.,  Glasgow ;  John  B.  Johnstone, 
D.  D.,  Glasgow;  George  Jeffrey,  D.  D.,  Glasgow;  J.  Logan  Aik mam,  Glasgow;  William 
Symington,  Glasgow;  John  McDermid,  Glasgow;  John  Ker,  Glasgow;  George  C.  M. 
Douglas,  Glasgow;  William  Lindsay,  D.  D.,  Glasgow;  John  Robson,  D.  D.,  Glasgow; 
HanSlton  M.  MacgiU,  Glasgow;  D.  McTaggart,  D.  D.,  Glasgow;  W.  D.  Hend^^n,  Glas- 
gow; Robert  Bremner,  M.  A.,  Glasgow;  George  Philip,  A.  M.,  Glasgow;  James  Freeri 
ulasgow ;  James  Macnaught,  Glasgow ;  David  Menzies,  A.  M.,  Glasgow ;  Robert  Howie, 
M.  A.,  GlMgow;  Dugald  MacCol),  Glasgow;  Alexander  Wilson,  Glasgow;  Jos.  Logan, 
Glasgow;  Hugh  McDougall,  Glasgow;  John  Edwards,  Glasgow;  James  Knox,  M.  A., 
Glasgow;  Matthew  Murri^,  Glasgow;  Robert  8.  Drummond,  M.  A.,  Glasgow;  James 
Johnston,  Glasgow;  G.  Marshall,  Middleton,  Glasgow;  R.  C.  Smith,  Glasgow;  David 
Mitchell,  Glasgow ;  John  Torrance,  Glasgow ;  James  Eraser,  Glasgow ;  Thomas  M.  Lawrie, 
Patrick,  Glasgow ;  Robert  Niven,  Maryhill,  Glasgow ;  Henry  Calderwood,  Glasgow ;  John 
W.  Borland,  Glasgow;  David  Pirret,  Glasgow;  John  Cairns,  D.  D.,  Berwick-on-Tweed; 
David  Brown,  D.  D.,  Aberdeen;  Alexander  Beith,  D.  D.,  Stirling;  W.  Binnie,  M.  A., 
Stirling;  N.  McMichael,  D.  D.,  Dunfermline;  William  Nixon,  Montrose;  John  Ainslie, 
D.  D.,  St.  Andrews;  Alexander  L.  R.  Foote,  Brechin;  Richard  Waterston,  Forfar;  Hora- 
tius  Bonar,  D.  D.,  Kelso;  James  Julius  Wood,  D.  D.,  Dumfries;  William  Grant,  Ayr; 
John  Fordyce,  Dunse;  John  Duns,  D.  D.,  Torphichen;  -William  Wilson,  Dundee;  J.  W. 
Wright,  A.  M.,  Haddington;  John  Purves,  Jedburg;  William  Laughton,  Greenock;  George 
Lewis,  Ormiston;  John  Macfarlane,  D.  D.,  Dalkeith;  A.  W#  Milue,  Canobie;  David  C. 

A.  Agnew,  Wigtown;  Robert  Macdonald,  Leith;  Joseph  Brown,  D.  D.,  Dalkeitii;  W, 
Bruce  Cunningham,  Prestonpans ;  Charles  Nairn,  Dundee;  John  Blakely,  D.  D.,  Kirkin- 
tilloch ;  J.  A.  Wallace,  Hawick ;  Lewis  H.  Irving,  Falkirk ;  George  Macaulay,  Invertiel ; 
James  Grierson,  D.  D.,  Errol ;  Angus  M.  McGillivray,  Dairsie;  John  Tait,  Dumbarton; 
Robert  Taylor,  Blairgowrie;  John  Nelson,  Greenock;  Andrew  Cameron,  Stirling;  J.  W. 
Taylor,  Fhsk ;  Islay  Bums,  Dundee ;  Alexander  Sorley,  Arbroath ;  Charlea  Wataon,  Lang- 
holm;  Alexander  Hislop,  Arbroath;  John  Laidlaw,  Perth;  William  Mackenzie,  Nor9i 
Leith;  Peter McDowall,  A.  M.,  Alloa;  Thomas  Neilson,  M.  A.,  Rothesay;  George  Bums, 
D.  D.,  Corstomhine;  Robert  Reid,  Firth,  Orkney;  David  Cairns,  Stitchel,  Kelso;  Joha 
Bruce,  D.  D.,  Newmilns ;  Henry  Ronton,  M.  A.,  Kelso ;  James  McGill,  Lochmaben ;  Jamei 

B.  McGavin,  D.  D.,  Dundee;  Robert  Paterson,  D.  D.,  Kirkwall;  Walter  Morison,  B.  A., 
Ajrr;  W.  D.  Robb,  A.  M.,  Orkney;  James  Roy,  M.  A.,  Firth,  Orkney;  WilUam  Sinclair, 
H.  A.,  Kirkwall;  William  Pringle,  D.  D.,  Auchtera^er;  Norman  Madeod,  North  Uist; 
Graham  Mitchell,  M.  A.,  L.L.  D.,  Whitburn;  Robert  Machray,  A.  M.,  Dumfries;  James 
Mackenzies,  Dunfermline;  D.  McVean,  lona;  J.  McKerrow,D.  D.,  Bridge  of  Teith ;  J. 
Q.  McVicar,  D.  D.,  Moffat;  P.  Grant,  Dundee. 

October,  1863. 

Note, — Nearly  one  thousand  signatures,  of  which  a  few  are  given  above,  have  already 
been  received.  Ministers  in  Scotland  who  wish  their  names  appended  to  the  document  are 
lequested  to  send  their  address  at  once  to  Messrs.  Nelson  &,  bous,  publishers,  Edinburgh, 
berare  the  list  is  completed. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seacard, 

[Extracts] 

No.  532.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  November  6,  1863, 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  the  Morning  Post  which  contain 
reports  of  the  proceedings  thus  far,  in  the  court  of  exchequer,  en  the  case  of 
the  Alexandra,  on  the  question  of  an  appeal  from  the  ruling  of  the  chief  haroo, 
At  the  trial  held  last  spring.  It  now  appears  that  the  chief  baron  declines  to 
sign  a  bill  of  exceptions,  because  it  imputes  to  him  certain  legal  declarations 
which  he  never  made,  and  objects  to  him  that  he  did  not  give  instructions 
which  he  avers  were  the  very  ones  he  did  give.  As  a  consequence,  a  technical 
ban-ier  was  at  once  raised  against  further  operations,  which  proved  so  difficult 
to  remove  that  resort  was  finally  had  to  the  extraordinary  step  of  creating  a  new 
rule  for  the  purpose  of  admitting  a  motion  on  the  part  of  the  government.  Thus 
far  the  new  attorney  general  seems  to  have  succeeded  in  forcing  his  way  out  of 
this  court  But  he  has  yet  some  further  difficulties  to  overcome  before  he  can 
get  into  the  exchequer  chamber,  which,  from  the  intimations  made  at  the  open- 
ing, would  seem  to  be  fully  prepared  to  receive  him. 

•  ••••••  • 

I  ara  now  rather  hopeful  of  a  'better  final  result  than  I  was  in  the  spring. 
There  has  been  a  marked  alteration  in  the  tone  of  the  leading  newspapere, 
which  will  not  fisul  to  produce  its  effect  on  the  classes  which  they  reach.  A  copy 
of  the  Globe  of  the  4th  instant,  containing  a  leader  on  the  subject,  is  herewith 
transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  8tate,  Washington,  D.  C 


fFrom  the  Morning  Poit  of  Noramber  4, 1863.] 
COURT  OF  EXCHEQUER.— Nov.  3. 

S!ttinM  in  Banco  in  Michaelmas  Term. — Before  Lord  Chief  Baron  Pollock,  and  Barons 
Bramwell,  Channell,  and  Pigott. 

The  lord  chief  baron,  on  taking  his  seat  on  the  bench,  said :  The  ordinary  practice  is  t» 
take,  first  of  all,  the  peremptory  paper  in  the  first  two  days  of  term ;  but,  Mr.  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, as  I  presume  you  are  in  attendance  on  the  business  of  her  Majesty,  you  are  entitled  to 
pre-audience. 

the  attorney  general  vs.  SILLIM.— the  case  of  the  ALEXANDRA. 

The  attorney  ^neral.  My  lord,  I  came  here  to  apply  to  your  lordships  not  at  present  to 
go  into  any  motion  which  will  inyolye  any  leDgtheuea  discussion  or  argument,  but  to  grro 
me  longer  than  the  ordinary  time  appointed  to  us  for  the  purpose  of  makmg,  if  it  should  be* 
come  eventually  necessary,  a  motion  for  a  new  trial  in  the  case  of  the  **  Attorney  Grenenl 
««.  Sillim,"  which  was  tried  before  your  lordship  at  the  last  sittings  after  term,  and  conraarned 
the  forfeitore  of  the  ship  Alexandra.  It  will  be  in  your  lordship's  recollection  that  yov 
lordship  on  that  occasion  laid  down  the  views  which  you  thought  ought  to  govern  the  iuir 
as  to  the  construction  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act.  Your  lordship  did  so  in  a  manner  which 
we  thought  perfectly  clear  and  intelligible  to  all  persons.  There  was  no  difference  whatever 
iu  the  understanding  of  your  lordship's  ruling  on  the  part  of  the  counsel  for  the  crown,  and 
we  have  no  reason  to  suppose  it  was  otherwise  as  regards  the  counsel  for  the  defendants,  or 
that  it  was  generally  understood  in  any  othef  sense  than  that  in  which  we  understood  it.  At 
the  end  of  the  trial  we  expressed  a  wish  to  offer,  in  the  usual  manner  and  form,  exceptions  to 
that  ruling,  and  we  were  told  that  it  was  not  necessary  at  all  to  stand  upon  form.  His  lordaWp 
said,  "1  will  accept  any  bill  of  exceptions  you  wish  to  tender,"  and  accordingly  after  the  verdict 
we  wrote  out  the  principal  points  which  we  understood  he  had  laid  down ;  but  his  lordship 
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add  we  were  not  to  be  bound  by  what  paased  on  that  occasion,  and  that  the  matter  could 
be  easily  settled.  Of  course  we  were  in  hope  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  at  all  in  con* 
lenting  to  a  bill  of  exceptions.  The  case  involved  a  point  of  very  great  importance,  most 
fit  for  exceptious  to  be  solemnly  tendered  for,  in  order  that  it  might  go  to  a  court  of  error, 
and,  if  necessary,  to  the  last  court  of  appeal.  We  are  most  anxious  that  the  question 
Bboold  be  so  raised  and  determined,  and  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  other  side  is 
equally  so,  but  hitherto  there  have  been  difficulties  in  arriving  at  any  form  of  exception 
waich  we  can  rely  upon  as  certain  to  receive^ the  signature  of  his  lordship.  We  hope  that 
tbeee  difficulties  may  be  overcome.  We  are  iu  communication  with  the  counsel  on  the 
other  side,  who  have  in  their  poteession  the  form  of  exceptions  we  propose,  and  we  trust 
that  an  agreement  in  writing  may  be  arrived  at  with  them ;  or  if  that  should  not  happen, 
tiiat  his  lordship,  on  being  applied  to  at  chambers  in  the  usual  manner,  will  be  able  to 
settle  such  a  form  of  bill  of  exceptions  as  will  raise  the  real  question,  to  be  determined  in 
a  way  satisfactory  to  both  parties  and  useful  to  the  public. 

The  lord  chief  L>aron.  I  think  it  right  to  state  that  I  see  no  prospect  whatever  of  any 
change  in  the  view  I  took  as  to  my  duty  m  deciding  upon  the  bill  of  exceptions.  A  cor- 
respondence has  passed  between  me  and  the  late  attorney  general,  which  probably  you  may 
have  seen  ;  you  were  not  present  at  the  whole  of  the  trial.  80  far  from  my  laying  down 
the  law,  as  the  bill  of  exceptions  tendered  to  me  assumed,  I  took  particular  pains  to  avoid 
auything  of  the  Idnd.  I  had  originally  during  that  argument  of  8ir  H.  CairiM  undoubtedly 
eutertaiued  an  impression — I  called  it  no  more— that  all  the  expressions  in  that  aot| 
*' equipping,"  **  fitting  out,"  and  so  on,  probably  meant  the  same  thing,  and  were  to  be 
referred  to  the  verbiage  of  an  act  of  Parliament,  just  in  the  same  way  as  the  word  **ship 
or  vessel,"  which  are  oommonly  used  in  statutes,  and  no  doubt  are  intended  to  mean  the 
tame  thing.  But  the  late  attorney  general,  In  his  address,  referred  to  a  case  of  an 
American  court  with  an  appeal  to  a  sup^or  court,  where  the  decision  below  was  affirmed. 
It  was  a  case  where  the  vessel  was  completely  prepared  in  every  respect  with  the  exoeptioft 
of  being  armed.  When  I  came  to  sum  up,  I  mentioned  that  case  to  the  jury,  and  com- 
mended it  so  far  as  to  say  I  adopted  it.  I  left  it  to  them,  and  pointed  out  what  had  appa- 
rently iiallen  from  the  counsel  as  to  the  law  on  the  subject,  not  what  I  considered  was  the 
law.  I  then  finally  left  the  question  to  them  in  the  alternative,  using  the  very  words  of 
the  act  of  Parliament  **U  yon  think,"  I  said,  '*  this  vessel  was  armed,  or  equipped,  or 
fitted  out,  or  intended  to  be  armed,  or  flttcfd  out,  or  equipped,  your  verdict  must  be  for  the 
crown.  If  not,  it  must  be  for  the  defendants."  Kow,  the  attorney  general  presented  to 
me  a  bill  of  exceptions,  by  which  I  was  said  to  have  told  the  jury  that  the  vessel  must  be 
armed,  and  that  if  it  was  not  armed  there  was  no  ofiTtmoe.  I  not  only  did  not  tell  the  jury 
so,  but  if  you  read  the  short-hand  writer's  notes,  I  think  you  will  say  no  person  can  have 
any  doubt  that  I  left  the  question  as  I  have  just  stated.  But  probably,  Mr.  Attorney 
Gsneral,  the  object  you  have  in  view  may  be  attained  by  a  motion  without  reference  to  a 
bill  of  exceptions.  It  is  true  no  point  was  reserved  at  the  trial  so  as  to  give  you  a  right  of 
appeal  in  the  event  of  the  rest  of  the  court  concurring  with  me  in  the  direction  I  gave  to 
the  jory.  But  this  is  a  matter  of  so  much  importmoe— I  do  not  know  whether  I  can 
pledge  the  whole  court  in  this  respect^but  certainly  it  would  be  very  much  to  be  lamented, 
however  unanimous  this  court  might  be,  if  we  did  not  give  you  what  we  have  the  power  of 
doing— an  appeal  to  a  superior  couit. 

ITie  attorney  general.  I  vnderstand  you  have  no  power  by  act  of  Parliament  to  give  an 
tppeal  unless  there  be  a  difference  of  opinion  among  your  lordships. 

The  lord  chief  baron.  That  is  not  so. 

The  attorney  general  said  he  had  misunderstood  his  learned  firiend,  Mr.  Jones,  on  thai 
point. 

The  lord  chief  baron.  We  have  the  power  of  granting  an  appeal,  and  I  must  say,  as  far 
as  1  am  concerned — however  unanimous  and  strong  the  court  may  be  upun  the  point  of 
^^ — if  you  wish  an  appeal  you  will  certainly  have  my  voice  in  favor  of  granting  it. 

Ur.  Baron  Bramwell.  I  understand  the  difficulty  to  be  that  the  common  law  procedure 
•ct  does  not  apply  to  a  case  of  this  kind. 

The  attorney  general.  Mr.  Jones  has  carefully  considered  the  matter,  and  he  is  strongly 
of  opinion  that  the  act  does  not  meet  the  case. 

Mr  Baron  Bramwell.  You  are  apprehensive  that  the  lord  chief  baron  will  decline  to  sign 
the  bill  of  exceptions  in  the  form  in  which  you  have  tendered  it,  and  if  you  move  for  a  new 
trial  on  the  ground  that  he  directed  the  jury  wrongly,  and  he  reports  that  he  did  not  so 
direct  them,  of  course  we  could  not  grant  a  rule  for  a  new  trial  under  those  circumstancee. 
That  is  the  sort  of  difficulty  in  which  you  are  placed. 

The  attorney  general.  We  have  merely  in  the  bill  of  exceptions  adopted  the  Uiera  teripia 
which  we  have  here.  I  am  not  aware  that  even  a  learned  judge  is  able  to  interpret  hit 
owD  words,  in  an  application  for  a  new  trial,  in  a  sense  different  from  that  which  they_ 
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Mr.  Baron  Bnunwell.  We  ought  not  to  depart  from  tbe  ordinaiy  practioe  <ii  taking  the 
Judge's  interpretation  of  the  words  in  which  he  directed  the  jnrj 

The  lord  chief  haron.  I  will  read  the  short-hand  writer's  notes  as  to  what  I  left  to  the 
Jury.  '*The  question  Is/'  I  said.  <*  was  there  anj  Intention,  in  the  port  of  Liverpool  or 
any  other  port,  that  the  ship  should  be,  in  the  language  of  the  act  of  Parliament,  equipped, 
fitted  out,  or  armed,  with  the  object  of  taking  part  In  any  contest f  I  also  said,  '*  If  yoa 
think  that  the  object  was  to  equip,  furnish,  fit  out,  or  arm  that  vessel  at  Liverpool,  then 
there  is  sufficient  matter  for  your  oonsideratiqu ;  but  if  you  think  the  object  really  was  to 
build  a  vessel  in  obedience  to  orders  and  In  compliance  with  a  contract,  leaving  it  to  those 
who  bought  it  to  maka  what  use  they  thought  fit  of  it,  then  it  appears  to  me  that  &e 
foreign  enlistment  act  has  not  in  any  degree  been  broken.  I  leave  you  to  find  tint  by 
your  verdict.** 

The  attorney  general  said  his  lordship  stated,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  trial,  lAiat  be 
would  not  bind  tbe  attorney  general  to  what  passed  on  that  occasion ;  that  be  could  n<A 
alter  the  thing  then,  but  that  lie  had  no  doubt  the  learned  gentleman  had  a  very  accurate 
note  of  what  he  had  said.  His  lordship  did  not  contradict  the  version  which  his  learned 
friend  gave  at  that  time  of  his  direction  to  the  jury. 

The  lord  chief  baron.  The  question,  however,  now  is,  what  course  can  we  take  consistent 
with  the  rules  of  the  court  f  If  you  wish  to  move  for  a  new  trial  on  the  ground  thai  the 
^ry  ought  not  to  have  found  the  verdict  they  did,  tbe  oourt  will  entertain  that  application ; 
bat  if  you  mean  to  reserve  to  yourself  the  power  of  making  a  motion  for  a  new  trial  on  a 
point  of  law,  having  tendered  a  bill  of  exceptions  containing  that  or  some  other  point,  I  d» 
not  think  the  court  would  consent  to  that  course. 

Tbe  attorney  general.  My  application  is  now  strnply  to  have  the  time  for  moving  for  a 
new  trial  ^larged,  so  that  both  sides  may  ag^ee  as  to  what  your  lordships  said  to  the  jury 
as  to  the  interpretation  of  the  statute.  We  believe  that  the  jury  returned  a  rerdict  upon 
your  lordship's  interpretation  of  the  statute. 

The  lord  chief  baron.  Nothing  of  the  kind  occurred. 

The  attorney  general.  Then  both  sides  are  under  a  misapprebenslofi,  and  It  is  their 
common  with  to  raise  the  point  by  a  bill  of  exceptions  if  possible.  We  ask  you  to  enlarfre 
the  time  for  moving  beyond  the  four  days ;  and  if,  in  the  mean  time,  we  do  not  get  your 
lordship's  signature  to  the  bill  of  exceptions,  I  will  move  for  a  new  trial. 

Mr.  Baron  Bramwell-  We  have  no  power  under  the  act  to  allow  more  than  four  daySi 
except  by  your  making  the  motion  for  a  new  trial,  and  then  adjourning  It,  but  that  would 
not  answer  your  purpose. 

The  attorney  general  said  this  was  the  second  day  allowed  for  moviosr,  an  \  by  the  fourth 
they  would  consider  whether  the  case  could  be  brought  under  the  common  law  procedure 
act. 

It  was  then  understood  that  the  case  should  be  mentioned  again  before  the  four  dajt 
•xpired. 


EXCHBQUEB  CHAMBER.— Not.  %. 
Sittings  in  error. 

THB  ALKXANP&a  OASI. 

The  Judges  sat  In  the  court  of  exchequer  this  morning  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  thi 
days  for  sittings  in  error  in  the  exchequer  chamber. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Erie  said  the  court  had  appointed  the  following  days :  For  erron 
from  the  Queen's  bench,  Thursday,  the  26th,  and  Friday,  the  27th  November ;  for  errors 
from  the  common  pleas,  Saturday,  the  28th  November,  and  Monday,  the  30th ;  and  for 
errors  from  the  exchequer,  Tuesday,  Ist  December,  and  Wednesday,  2d  December.  ffl« 
lordship  added,  that  with  regard  to  the  errors  from  the  exchequer,  the  arrangement  was 
conditional,  and  was  subject  to  any  alteration  which  might  be  necessary  for  the  Interests  of 
public  justice.  There  was  one  case  (the  case  of  the  Alexandra)  which  he  believed  would 
probably  go  to  the  exchequer  chamber,  which  was  of  very  great  public  importance.  If 
more  time  happened  to  be  required  for  that  case  the  court  would  be  glad  to  give  it,  and 
also  to  make  arrangements  for  having  it  heard  before  a  full  court. 

The  attorney  general  said  it  was  the  desire  of  both  parties  to  take  the  case  to  the  ex- 
chequer chamber,  but  as  the  lord  chief  bMron  has  declined  to  sign  a  bill  of  exceptions 
laisiog  the  question  involved  in  It,  that  might  not  happen. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Erie.  We,  however,  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  we  reserve  \o  oar* 
■elves  the  right  to  make  any  fresh  arrangement. 

Their  lordahipa  then  rosa.  Digitized  by  GoOglc 
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[Fron  the  Morninff  Pott  of  NoremlMr  5^  1661] 

COUBT  OF  EXCHEQUER.— Nov.  4. 

Sittings  in  Banco.— Before  Lord  Chief  Baron  Pollock,  and  Barons  BramweU,  Channel!^ 
and  Pigott. 

ran  AiTORaiT  obribal  m.  aillim. — thi  oabb  or  tbm  albxandra. 

The  attorney  general  (with  whom  was  the  solicitor  general  and  Mr.  T.  Jones)  said  be  at- 
tended their  lordships  this  morning,  in  consequence  of  a  suggestion  thrown  oat  by  tbem 
yesterday,  which  hayd  received  the  careful  attention  of  the  counsel  for  the  crown.  They 
found  tftuit  it  was  in  their  lordships'  power,  if  they  thought  fit  to  exercise  it,  by  an  act  to 
be  done  this  day,  to  so  apply  the  common  law  proc^ure  act  as  to  give  an  appeal  in  a  oase 
of  this  description  on  the  revenue  side  of  the  court.  The  26th  section  of  the  Queen's  re- 
membrancer, act  22  and  23  Vic,  said  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  lord  chief  baron  and  two 
or  more  barons  of  the  exchequer,  from  time  to  time,  to  make  rules  and  orders  as  to  prooeea, 
pvaoMce,  and  pleading  on  the  revenue  side  of  the  court,  as  might  seem  to  them  necessary, 
and  also  by  such  rules  and  orders  to  adopt  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  common  law  pro- 
oedure  act,  and  any  rules  of  pleading  and  practice  on  the  plea  side  to  the  revenue  side  oi 
the  court,  as  might  seem  to  them  expedient  for  making  the  process,  &c.,  on  both  sides,  af 
nearly  as  might  be,  uniform.  The  learned  counsel  said  he  thought  that  their  lordships 
could  under  that  section  make  an  order  which  would  meet  the  present  case. 

The  lor4  chief  baron.  Why  cannot  your  motion  be  nuule  to-morrow,  or,  indeed,  at  any 
timer 

The  attorney  general  said  it  occurred  to  him  that  it  might  possibly  be  too  late  to-morrow. 

The  lord  chief  baron.  I  am  iDcllned  to  think  that  under  tliat  section  the  oourt  oould 
make  such  an  order,  as  you  suggest,  at  any  time. 

Mr.  Baron  Bramwell  said  the  revenue  rules  made  under  the  section  in  question  were 
originally  proposed  in  the  Queen's  remembrancer's  ofiQce,  and  he  had  himself  a  good  deal 
to  do  with  them.  The  omission  of  the  right  of  appeal  in  revenue  cases  was  intentional  on 
the  part  of  those  who  prepared  the  rules,  who  thought  it  was  not  expedient  to  give  sudi 
power.  He  was.  however,  not  aware  6(  the  omission  at  the  time,  as  his  attention  was  not 
oalled  to  it,  but  he  now  thought  that  what  was  a  good  rule  in  an  ordinary  civil  case  must 
also  be  a  good  rule  In  cases  on  tiie  revenue 'side  of  the  court.  If,  however,  they  thought 
such  a  rule  should  be  inserted,  they  should  not  adopt  it  without  consideration  and  on  the 
^Hir  of  the  moment,  lest  in  doing  so  they  might  reverse  sometliing  which  had  been  pre* 
Tioosly  done  by  the  court. 

The  attorney  general  said  it  bad,  of  course,  been  his  duty  to  consider  whether  any  public 
inconvenience  would  arise  in  other  cases  by  making  such  a  rule,  and  bis  strong  imprestton 
was  that  there  was  not,  and  that  the  rule  was  very  desirable. 

The  lord  chief  baron.  I  quite  agree  with  you,  and  on  the  present  occasion  I  should  be 
disposed  to  concur  in  any  mode,  short  of  a  violation  of  principle,  which  would  Rive  effect 
tp  your  desire  for  an  appeal.  I  own,  after  the  experience  I  have  had  in  this  oourt,  that  I 
■ee  no  reason  why  there  should  not  be  an  appeal  in  a  revenue  case,  as  in  other  cases.  At 
all  events,  there  ought  to  be  power  in  the  oourt  to  grant  an  appeal  if  applied  for,  and  they 
thought  fit  it  should  be  given. 

Mr.  Baron  Pigott  entirely  ooncurred  in  the  view  taken  by  his  lordship,  which  he  thought 
qooeonant  with  the  spirit  of  modem  legislation,  whloh  gave  the  petition  of  right  and  oosta 
against  the  crown. 

The  lord  chief  baron  said,  as  the  court  entirely  ooncurred  in  the  view  of  the  learned 
counsel,  he  thought  the  better  course  would  be  for  the  court  to  adjourn  earlier  than  usual, 
for  the  purpose  of  seeing  whether  the  rule  should  be  made  As  his  learned  brother  said, 
the  matter  ought  not  to  be  decided  in  a  hurry ;  and  if  the  learned  coun^^l  attended  to- 
morrow morning,  they  would  tell  him  whether  the  alteration  in  the  rules  would  be  made. 
He  presumed  that  if  they  granted  the  application,  the  attorney  general  would  simply  move 
for  a  new  trial  on  all  the  grounds  which  might  occur  to  him. 

The  attorney  general.  If  your  lordships  make  the  rule  proposed,  no  doubt  I  shall  do  so. 

The  lord  chief  baron.  I  think  that  would  be  the  better  course  to  adopt,  because  it  will 
enable  you  to  make  every  objection  which  can  reasonably  be  urged  to  what  passed  at  the 
trial,  and  to  whatever  it  may  be  thought  had  misled  the  Jury. 

The  attorney  generaL  I  am  much  obliged  to  your  lordship. 

The  lord  chieAtaron.  Unfortunately  I  was  in  communication  with  the  late  attorney  general 
alone  on  this  subject,  and  with  no  other  law  officer  of  the  crown ;  and  if  be  bad  not  resigned, 
I  had  some  intention  of  suggesting  to  him  the  propriety  of  abandoning  the  bill  of  excepnons, 
and  moving  on  any  point  whidi  he  thought  presented  a  fair  eround  for  a  motion.  Now  that 
the  impediment  is  likelj  to  be  removed,  and  a  revenue  case  pUM^  on  the  same  footing  ae  a^- 
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other  proceeding,  undoubtedly  a  motion  for  a  new  trial  would  be  far  better  tban  a  bill  of  ex 
ceptions  which  covers  various  old  technicalities,  which  under  a  better  and  more  enlightened 
system  may  be  got  rid  of. 

The  court  then  deferred  their  decision  until  to-morrow  morning,  when,  if  they  made  the 
alteration  proposed,  it  was  understood  the  attorney  general  would  make  a  motion  for  a  aeir 
trial  raising  all  the  points  in  the  case. 

IN  RE  ALFRED  LEE,   AN  ATTORNEY. 

When  this  case  was  called  on — 

Mr.  J.  A.  Russel  said  he  appeared  on  the  part  of  the  person  who  had  obtained  the  rule,  and 
he  understood  that  no  cause  would  be  shown  on  the  other  side.  He  then  asked  the  court  to 
make  the  rule  absolute,  calling  upon  the  attorney  to  answer  the  matters  in  the  affidavit,  and 
in  default  to  issue  an  attachment,  and  to  strike  him  off  the  rolls. 

Rule  absolute  accordingly. 

THE  ALEXANDRA. 

The  learned  barons  retired  from  the  court  shortly  before  three  o'clock,  and  after  being  ab- 
sent a  short  time,  again  took  their  seats  on  the  bench,  when  Mr.  Walton,  the  senior  master 
of  the  court  and  the  Queen's  remembrancer,  read,  bv  the  direction  of  the  chief  baron,  a  new 
rule  which  they  had  framed  under  the  22d  and  23d  Vict.,  c.  21,  sec.  26,  extending  the  provi- 
sions of  the  common  law  procedure  act  to  the  revenue  side  of  the  court,  so  as  to  give  an  ap- 
peal in  revenue  cases.  This  will  meet  the  case  of  the  Alexandra,  and  enable  the  crown  to 
obtain  the  appeal  which  the  attorney  g^eral  has  sought. 


[From  the  Morning  Post  of  November  6,  1863.] 

COURT  OF  EXCHEQUER.— Not.  5. 

Sittings  in  Banco. — ^Before  Lord  Chief  Baron  Pollock,  and  Barons  Bramwell,  Channell,  vai 
Plgott. 

THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  V8,  SILLIM  AND  OTHERS.— THE  SEIZTTRE  OF  THE  ALEXANDRA. 

At  the  sitting  of  the  court  this  morning  there  was  an  unusually  large  attendance  of  the  bar 
and  of  the  public. 

The  attorney  general  said  that  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra,  which  was  an  information  aris- 
ing out  of  the  seizure  of  the  ship  Alexandra  on  the  5th  of  April  last,  by  the  crown,  for  tha 
violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  he  had  humbly  to  move  their  lordships  for  a  rule  to 
show  cause  why  there  should  not  be  a  new  trial  on  the  ground  of  misdirection  oy  the  learaed 
judffe,  and  also  on  the  ground  that  the  verdict  was  against  the  evidence. 

Mr.  Baron  Bramwell.  In  tfrder  that  there  may  be  no  mistake,  let  it  be  clearly  understood 
that  you  move  on  the  ground  of  the  verdict  being  against  the  evidence  and  misdirection,  and 
that  the  bill  of  exceptions  is  abandoned. 

The  attorney  general.  Yes. 

Mr.  Baron  Bramwell.  Let  it  be  ftirther  understood  that  we  must  take  my  lord's  report  of 
his  direction  to  the  jurv. 

The  attorney  general.  I  understand  that,  my  lord. 

Mr.  Baron  Bramwell.  And  further,  supposing  that  for  any  reason  we,  in  our  discretioii, 
gnmt  or  refuse  a  rule,  let  it  be  understoKMl  that  no  appeal  will  lie  from  us  under  the  rule  we 
pronounced  yesterday. 

The  attorney  general.  Unless  your  lordships  think  fit  to  grant  one. 

Mr.  Baron  BramwelL  Nay,  there  will  be  no  appeal,  except  on  a  matter  of  law.  If  w« 
should  be  of  opinion  that  there  was  no  misdirection,  but,  nevertheless,  that  the  jury  acted 
upon  some  wrong  opinion,  and  we  grant  a  new  trial  on  that  ground,  it  would  not  be  compe^ 
tent  for  the  defendants  to  appeal.  On  the  other  hand,  if  we  should  be  of  a  different  opinjM 
and  refuse  a  rule,  and  you  desire  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  exchequer  chamber  on  the  qaes« 
tion,  it  would  not  be  open  to  you  to  do  so.  I  wish  for  my  part,  and  I  believe  I  express  tba 
feeling  of  the  rest  of  the  court,  that  th^8e  three  matters  should  be  clearly  understood,  vis: 
first,  that  the  bill  of  exceptions  was  abandoned ;  secondly,  that  the  court  would  take  his  lord- 
ship's report  of  his  direction  to  the  jury ;  and  thirdly,  that  there  would  be  no  appeal  from  dieir 
decision  by  either  side,  except  on  a  matter  of  law. 

The  attorney  general  said  that  when  he  spoke  of  misdirection  he  must  be  understood  to  in« 
dude  in  that  the  omission  to  give  a  proper  oirection,  and  also  giving  a  direction  which  uiuHbt 
in  one  sense  bo  justified,  but  had  a  tenaency  to  mislead  and  might  have  mi^ed  the  jury.  Tho 
learned  gentleman  then  stated  that  the  information  was  filed  by  the  crown  on  the  *2v>th  of  May 
last,  on  the  seizure  of  the  vessel,  which  took  place  in  the  yard,  of  Messrs.  Miller  &  Son,  ship- 
builders at  Liverpool.  There  were  ninety-eight  counts  in  the  information,  that  number  being 
rendered  necessary  by  the  rather  complicated  structure  of  the  clause  of  tho  act  of  PariianienI 
on  which  the  information  was  founded.    In  substance,  it  charged  the  penons  whom  he  would 
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mention  with  TarionB  acts  affainst  a  certain  section  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act.  The  persona 
charged  in  the  record  were  uiese:  the  members  of  the  firm  of  Miller  &;  Sons,  the  builders  of 
the  vessel,  and  in  whose  yard  she  was  when  she  was  seized;  the  firm  of  Fawcett  &,  Co., 
manufacturers  of  machinery  at  Liverpool,  who  came  forward  as  the  claimants  of  the  vessel ; 
the  firm  of  Frazer,  Trenholm  «fe  Co.,  who  were  proved  to  be  the  general  agents  for  the  busi- 
ness of  the  confederate  States,  at  Liverpool ;  a  person  named  Captain  Bullock,  the  special 
agent  for  the  business  of  those  States ;  and  a  person  named  Tessier,  who  was  also  employed 
in  that  business.  Those  persons,  together  with  others  not  known,  were  charged  in  every 
ooant  of  the  information  with  •different  acts  in  violation  of  the  forei^  enlistment  act.  The 
separate  counts  were  founded  on  the  language  of  the  seventh  section,  which  was  directed 
against  the  ** equipping,  furnishing,  fitting  out,  or  arming"  of  a  ship  or  vessel,  or  attempting 
to  do  so,  with  the  intent  of  employing  such  ship  or  vessel  m  the  belligerent  service  of  a  foreign 
people  or  state  against  persons  with  whom  her  Mi^esty  was  not  at  war.  The  learned  counsel 
then  pointed  out  that  the  words  "equipping,"  ''furnishing,''  &c,  were  employed  in  the  dis* 
junctive  sense,  and  observed  that  the  crown  did  not  charjge  ''arming"  in  the  information. 

The  lord  chief  baron  said  his  impression  was  that  arming  was  not  charged,  but  he  was  not 
qnite  certain  upon  the  point 

The  attorney  general  said  that  "equipping,"  "furnishing,"  and  "fitting  out"  were 
separately  charged;  and  in  like  manner  were  separately  charged  the  '* attempting"  and 
"endeavoring"  to  equip,  furnish,  and  fit  out,  and  the  **procuring"  and  "knowingly  aid- 
ing, assisting,  or  being  concerned  in  the  equipping,  furnishing,  or  fitting  out  of  a  vessel," 
wnich  were  all  distinct  and  separate  offences  under  the  statute.  The  learned  counsel  then 
said  that  wfien  their  lordships  came  to  hear  the  summing  up,  he  thought  they  would  be  of 
opinion  that  the  jury  had  no  opportunity  whatever  of  giving  a  verdict  on  the  efiect  of  the 
evidence  in  reference  to  the  view  of  the  act  which  was  taken  by  the  crown.  In  fact,  the 
case  was  left  to  them  so  as  to  preclude  their  judgment  on  the  true  question  to  be  deter- 
mined. The  case  divided  itstlf  substantially  into  two  points— the  equipping,  furnishing, 
and  fitted  out ;  and  secondly,  the  attempting  to  do  so  with  the  intent  of  employing  the 
ship  in  the  manner  against  which  the  act  was  directed  ;  and  upon  both  those  points  the 
evidence  given  on  the  part  of  the  crown  was  wholly  uncontradicted.  The  learned  judge, 
in  his  direction  to  the  jury,  seemed  to  have  overlooked  the  provisions  as  to  attempting 
and  endeavoring,  and  addressed  himself  to  the  complete  equipment  and  fitting  out  in  the 
sense  which  his  lordship  considered  those  words  ought  to  bear.  The  seventh  clause  sub- 
stantially divided  itself  into  two  points — the  equipping,  furnishing,  fitting  out  or  arming, 
and  the  attempting  and  endeavoring  with  intent,  &c. ;  and  VL\^on  both  these  points  the  ma- 
terial evidence  at  the  trial  was  uncontradicted.  He  would  first  refer  to  the  evidence  as  to 
the  character  and  condition  of  the  vessel,  and  (Le  preparations  and  equipments  on  the  6th 
April,  when  she  was  seized.  The  custom-hoose  officer,  Morgan,  said  she  was  incomplete, 
but  had  three  masts  up,  with  lightoiDg  conductors,  as  well  as  her  machinery  and  other 
fittings  on  board.  There  was  also  evidence  to  prove  that  she  was  built  as  and  for  a  gpm- 
boat ;  that  she  had  bulwarks  and  a  rudder  adapted  to  and  peculiarly  fit  for  the  purposes  of 
war ;  that  she  was  unfit  for  any  mercantile  purpose  whatever ;  and  that  though  she  might 
possibly  be  used  for  a  yacht,  and  had  no  fittings  actually  placed  on  board  to  enable  her  to 
leoeive  guns,  yet  she  could  with  the  greatest  facility  be  adapted  to  receive  two  or  three 
pivot  guns— the  proper  number — which  would  sweep  over  her  bulwarks  and  make  her  ser- 
Ticeable  as  a  gunboat.  80  much  with  respect  to  the  character  of  the  vessel.  Then  as  to 
the  fitting  out,  equipping,  and  furnishing,  there  was  further  evidence  to  show  that  the  ma- 
chinery, engine,  and  boiler,  were  either  on  board  or  in  progress  of  being  put,  and  that 
there  were  preparations  for  hammock  nettings  and  guns  and  gun-carriages.  Barnes,  an 
engine  driver  in  the  employment  of  Messrs.  Miller,  said  he  had  been  concerned  in  the  yard 
in  building  three  gunboats — the  Oreto,  the  Penguin,  and  the  Steady— which  we^e  for  the 
goTemment.  He  also  said  he  recollected  the  screw  steamer  Alexandra,  and  she  was  like 
the  other  gunboats,  only  smaller.  Then  there  was  Mr.  Spears,  foreman  to  the  claimants 
of  the  ve:'Bel,  who  reoeived  orders  to  take  the  machinery  to  the  gunboat.  Black,  a  ship 
carpenter,  and  Green,  a  ship-builder,  gave  evidence  showing  that  the  bulwarks  of  the 
Alexandra  were  not  thos^of  a  merchant  vessel,  on  account  of  their  extraordinary  strength, 
and  that  they  would  be  useless  except  for  a  ship-of-war.  They  further  stated  that  she  had 
pitch-pine  decks,  a  wood  which  was  chiefly  used  for  war-vessels.  Again,  there  was  Captain 
Etagledue,  who  said  the  Alexandra  had  only  stowage  room  sufficient  for  her  crew,  suppos- 
ing it  to  consist  of  thirty-two  men ;  that  she  was  not  fit  for  mercantile  purposes, 
and  could  be  easily  adapted  to  the  uses  of  a  war- vessel.  That  was  \he  evidence  as  to 
the  construction  of  the  ship,  and  he  would  now  turn  to  that  part  of  the  case  which 
related  to  the  fitting  out,  furnishing,  and  equipping,  as  distinct  from  the  structure. 
He  submitted  that  it  was  utterly  unimportant  whether  those  equipments  were  of  a  war- 
like character  or  not,  and  that  if  he  proved  she  was  intended  for  warlike  purposes,  any 
equipment  whatever  for  such  purposes  was  sufficient  to  constitute  a  violation  of  tl^e  statute* 
He  tkought  that  a  great  fallacy  had  run  through  the  arguments,  and  that  any  kind  or  de-  ^ 
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•orlption  of  fittiDg  oat  or  farnMihig  iras  agalmt  the  statate,  prorlded  i^lmy%  fb»  fiteoi 
»od  purpose  was  proyed.    The  learned  oonnsel  then  read  extracts  from  the  evidence  of 
different  witoesees,  with  reference  to  the  equfpmenle,  &c.,  which  he  contended  wereenea- 
iially  of  a  warlike  character,  and  to  the  cotraiporaneone  preparation  nnder  the  saperlA- 
tendence  of  Messrs.  Fawcett,  the  claimants  of  the  vessel,  of  gun-carringes  jast  of  the  kittl 
which  it  would  be  natural  and  safe  to  place  on  board  the  ship.     He  nett  passed  to  the  evi- 
dence as  to  the  intent  and  purpose,  and  argued  that  the  clause  clearly  and  distinctly  laid 
down  that  any  species  whatsoever  of  furaishing,  fitting  out,  or  equipping  was  agaioit  the 
act  if  it  was  with  intent  or  in  order  that  the  ship  should  be  employed  in  the  beUigereot 
•ervioe  of  a  foreign  people  or  state  agaiust  persons  with  whom  her  Majesty  was  not  at  wir. 
He  then  said  it  had  been  proved  in  a  manner  beyond  the  possibility  of  a  doubt,  and  wm 
wholly  uncontradicted,  that  these  things  were  done  under  the  superintendence  and  vlii 
the  interferei^oe  of  persons  who  were  proved  to  have  been  the  agents  of  the  Confederate 
States  for  the  purposes  of  their  war  service.    There  was  Oaptaln  Bullook,  who  was  spedillT 
ieot  to  this  country  to  orgaaiae  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  war  oo  the  seas  as  sertioit 
and  officer  of^  the  Ck>nfBderate  States ;  there  was  Mr.  Hamilton,  another  servant  and  oflkxr 
€f  those  States,  who  was  obviously  employed  for  a  like  purpose ;  and  there  was  the  fitm  of 
Fraaer,  Trenholm  k  Co.,  who  were  named  In  the  information  as  interfering  with  tfaeeee- 
struction  of  the  ship  by  their  agent,  and  at  whose  office  was  the  seat  of  the  agency  of  t&e 
Confederate  States  who  conducteid  their  pecuniary  business,  and  through  whom  tiiey  ordered 
^eir  paymaster  to  pay  the  persons  who  were  employed  on  board  the  Alaba^  and  the 
other  war-ships  which  they  had  constructed  in  this  country.    Then  there  was  the  active 
superintendence  of  Captain  Te«ier  over  the  work-people  in  both  Miller's  yard  and  Fawcett'i 
works ;  and,  in  addition,  the  direct  admission  of  liUller,  the  builder,  that  the  vessel  ms 
being  built  for  the  Confederate  States,  under  contract  entered  into  with  Fraser,  lYeohoki 
&  Co.,  and  was  to  be  employed  in  the  service  of  those  States     The  learned  counsel  thea 
referred  to  the  evidence  of  Clarence  Randolph  Young,  acting  assistant  paymaster  of  the 
Confederate  States  navy,  who  deposed  that  he  made  payAents  in  Liverpool  to  penoni  in 
the  service  of  those  States ;  that  he  derived  his  authority  from  Captain  Bullock,  commiDder 
of  the  Confederate  States  navy ;  that  he  made  requisitions  to  Captain  Bullock  fer  tlM 
amounts  of  money  he  required,  and  that  the  captain  gave  him  orders  upon  Messrs.  FraKf, 
Trenholm  &  Co.,  from  whom  he  received  checks.    This  witness  was  severely  crosiex- 
amioed,  and  it  appeared  that  his  morality  was  not  quite  unimpeachable,  but  his  evidence 
was  confirmed  by  documentary  and  other  evidence,  which  could  not  be  gainsaid     It  seemed 
that  while  at  Liverpool  he  formed  a  connexion  with  apd  married  a  black  woman,  and  after- 
wards deserted  her  under  circumstances  which  could  not  be  justified.    This  woman  had  t 
black  boy,  and  the  man  Young,  who  said  he  wi^  **  raised"  in  Georgia,  suggested  that  a 
little  money  might  be  made  by  selling  the  black  boy,  and  that  he  might  be  sold.    It  w« 
very  far  from  his  intention,  as  bad  been  alleged  by  the  lord  chief  baron  of  the  late  attorney 
general,  to  attempt  to  whitewash  Clarence  Randolph  Young,  but  he  spoke  of  his  evidnoe 
as  it  bore  upon  the  res  gestsB  of  the  case,  and  as  it  was  corroborated  by  the  litera  scripte 
and  the  documentary  evidence,  to  which  no  objection  at  the  time  was  niade.     In  Englaod 
we  were  accustomed  to  liberty,  and  did  not  sell  either  white  or  Uack  men,  but  the  witnoi 
Young  came  from  a  country  where  that  was  common,  and  a  man  bred  in  an  atmosphenof 
slavery,  and  engaged  in  the  service  of  burning  and  destrojring  merchiint  vessels  oa  the 
wide  ocean,  was  not  likely  to  feel  as  we  did,  or  to  be  a  man  of  very  tender  feelings.   Ib 
the  Confederate  States  this  man  would  have  been  a  perfectly  good  witness  notwithstandisg 
his  black  boy,  for  in  that  country  they  did  not  allow  either  a  black  boy  or  a  black  man  or 
woman  to  enter  the  witness-box,  whatever  might  be  the  extent  of  the  evil  complained  ot 
All  the  remarks  made  about  him  were  mere  claptrap,  and  had  no  bearing  on  the  qaeetioa 
as  to  the  agency  of  Bullock,  which  he  was  called  solely  to  prove.    The  eloquent  vitupen* 
tion  of  Sir  H.  Calms  was,  therefore,  perfectly  irrelevant  and  beside  the  mark,  and  did  M^ 
tend  to  discredit  the  testimony  of  Young     The  learned  counsel  next  examined  the  evideocs 
of  Chapman,  who  went  to  the  office  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  u^der  false  colors,  pretend- 
ing to  have  southern  sympathies,  whereas  he  was  in  £avor  of  the  northern  States—^  cfWfi 
which  he  did  not  for  a  moment  justify  ;  but  this  witness,  he  said,  proved  certain  traosK- 
tioBs  with  Bullock  and  others  which  had  not  been  disputed,  and  which  proved  that  they 
were  agents  for  the  belligerent  service  of  the  Confederate  States.     After  referring  to  other 
witne^es,  he  contended  that,  upon  this  uncontradicted  state  of  things,  unless  explained  ^ 
their  having  been  improperly  directed,  the  jury  oould  not  but  find  a  verdict  for  the  oovn. 
When,  however,  he  came  to  read  the  summing  up,  the  matter  was  made  perfectly  {dain, 
because  the  jury  had  no  option  but  to  find  as  they  did,  whereas  the  evidence  dearlj  •>• 
titled  the  crown  to  a  verdict.    The  learned  counsel  then  dwelt  upon  the  object  and  |ifOvi- 
dons  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  and  its  application  to  the  present  case. 

The  lord  chief  baron  said  one  of  the  objects  of  the  act  was  to  prevent  any  hostile  \ 
hdng  fitted  out  so  as  to  make  a  port  of  this  country  the  point  of  discharge. 
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Tbe  ftfetorney  general  did  nti  thiiik  lh»t  wm  the  Tiew  of  the  lord  dilef  baron,  as  Bhovn 
Vy  the  short-haod  writer's  notes.  His  lordship  seemed  to  imply  that  a  Teasel  might  be 
constructed  in  one  yard  for  the  federals,  and  another  in  a  different  yard  for  the  confederates, 
imd  that  as  soon  as  they  got  out  they  might  oome  in  collision  and  endanger  the  publio 
pdace. 

llie  lord  chief  baron.  That  might  be  one  of  the  misohieib  which  would  arise. 
The  attorney  generid  thought  that  such  a  thing  never  entered  the  mind  of  any  humaa 
being. 

llie  lord  (^ief  baron.  It  is  not  only  not  impossible,  but  it  is  a  &ot-4t  is  true. 
Mr.  Baron  Pigott.  Did  not  this  happen  at  Southampton,  where  a  federii  and  confederate 
T9Baei  met,  and  where  one  was  detained  by  us  for  several  hours  to  prevent  it  overtaking 
the  other  7 

The  attorney  general  said  that  oocurrenoe  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  foreign  enlistment 
act.  The  statute  aimed  at  prevention ;  its  object  was  to  stop  thedo  things  in  limine,  and 
not  to  punish  them  when  done ;  and  therefore  the  act  said  that  any  attempt  to  do  any  oi 
theee  things  was  a  violation  of  its  provisions.  Unless  their  lordships  sat  there  to  malie  laws, 
they  must  say  that  any  ships  fitting  out  for  warlilLO  purposes,  the  intent  being  proved, 
«ame  within  the  act.  This  was  a  esse  which  the  7th  section  directly  touched,  and  if  It 
were  ruled  otherwise  they  might  as  well  at  onoe  strike  tiie  act  out  of  the  statute-book* 
At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  their  lordships  adjourned  ;  and  upon  their  return, 
The  lord  chief  baron  said  the  court  had  availed  themselves  of  the  a4ioumment  to  ooa* 
aider  the  matters  which  the  attorney  general  had  brought  before  them ;  and  without  in  the 
least  saying  what  the  opinion  of  any  member  of  the  court  was  as  to  the  ultimate  fate  of 
the  rule,  they  all  thought  that  what  he  had  stated  was  unquestionably  matter  fit  to  be 
discussed.  If  the  learned  gentlemen  were  content,  therefore,  to  take  a  rule  to  show  cause 
why  the  verdict  should  not  be  set  aside  as  contrary  to  evidence,  or  as  not  being  warranted 
by  the  evidence,  and  on  the  g^und  of  misdirection  by  the  judge  at  the  trial,  or  on  the 
ground  that  though  there  might  be  no  positive  misdirection,  there  was  a  want  of  inform- 
atiou  furnished  to  the  jury  to  enable  them  to  discharge  their  duty  fairly—if  he  were  con- 
tent to  take  a  rule  on  those  two  grounds,  dividing  the  second  ground  into  positive  misdi- 
rection or  imperfect  misdirection,  he  might  take  a  rule  to  show  cause  at  once. 
)  Tlie  attorney  general.  I  thank  your  lordship.  That  is  what  I  have  been  asking  your 
lordship  for,  and  I  have  no  more  to  say. 

The  lord  chief  baron.  I  may  state  tliat  I  took  pains  to  lay  down  the  law  as  I  understood 
it  to  liave  been  laid  down  by  the  highest  possible  authority  in  another  place. 

The  attorney  general.  Any  such  authority  is  incapable  of  vindicating  himself  here. 
The  lord  chief  baron.  I  thought  I  was  remarltably  safe  in  taking  that  course,  but  I  may 
have  been  mistaken. 
Bttle  nisi  granted. 

[From  the  Globe  and  TrareUer  (London)  of  Norember  4,  1863.] 

Whatever  may  be  the  upshot  of  the  questions  arising  under  the  foreign  enlistment  act, 
there  is  one  thing  that  all  must  desire.  We  mean  a  full  and  solemn  interpretation  by  the 
highest  judicial  authoritiee  of  the  real  intent  and  efiective  operation  of  the  statute.  Is  it 
or  is  it  not  a  dead  letter  f  Can  any  one,  either  for  the  sake  of  profit,  or  for  the  gratification 
Of  personal  sym^thies,  or  with  a  view  of  bringing  about  a  state  of  ill-feeling,  if  not  war, 
between  this  country  and  another,  drive  a  coach  and  six  through  this  unlucky  act  of  Par-* 
liament  every  month  in  the  year,  and  every  day  in  the  week  f  For  many  years  it  has  been 
supposed  tliat  there  was  a  statute  in  existence  which  would  enable  the  government  to  pre- 
vent private  persons  from  thwarting  state  policy.  It  now  appears  that  great  doubts  are 
entertained  on  this  head.  Attempts,  some  of  them  successful,  have  been  made  to  evade 
the  act.  Doubts  are  thrown  on  the  powers  of  the  government,  and  while  no  one  alleges 
any  moral  doubt  respecting  the  actual  evasion  of  the  statute,  many  set  up  legal  doubts. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  is  of  the  highest  moment  that  the  questions  raised  and  ttie 
full  scope  of  the  act  should  be  determined  by  the  highest  available  judicial  tribunal.  At 
the  matters  in  diq>ute  are  pending,  we  wish  to  express  no  opinion  whatever  on  the*  merits 
of  the  particular  questions  at  issue  in  a  particular  case.  But  we  do  feel  that,  for  the  sake 
of  the  national  welfare,  no  mere  technical  obstacles  of  any  sort  should  be  allowed  to  ob- 
struct a  final  and  complete  examination  of  the  whole  law.  We  ought  to  know  how  fat  the 
fanr  officers  of  the  crown  can  rely  on  the  means  placed  by  the  legislature  at  their  disposal 
to  give  effect  to  the  intention  with  which  those  means  were  sanctioned— namely,  the 
preaervatlon  in  the  hands  of  the  government  of  the  direction  of  the  national  policy. 

A»  regards  the  point  raised  yesterday  before  the  court  of  exchequer,  we,  in  common  with 
everybody  else,  did  understand  that  the  lord  chief  baron  had  set  forth  in  his  charge  to  the 
Jury  that  arming,  equipping,  furnishing,  fitting  out,  were  the  mere  verbiage  of  an  act  of 
Parliament,  and  that,  in  his  opinion,  these  terms  did  ail  mean  the  same  thing,  namelyg. 
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annlng.  The  oonniel  for  the  crown  bo  nndentood  hlxa.  It  is  asBomed  that  the  jury  so 
nnderHtood  him  They  and  we  and  all  the  world,  it  eeemtt  were  in  error.  He  telU  na 
he  did  not  say  so,  or  imply  bo.  We  are«  as  Mr.  Jostioe  Bramwell  reminds  ns,  bound  to 
take  the  judge's  interpretation  of  the  words  in  which  he  directed  the  jury.  We  do  ao ;  bnl 
it  is  the  mi  st  remarkable  misapprehension  on  the  part  of  all  those  who  heard  and  read 
those  words  that  we  remember  eyer  to  haye  met  with.  And  here  we  must  regret  that  the 
naual  practice  of  framing  and  tendering  a  bill  of  exceptions  before  the  jury  gave  their  ver- 
dict was  not  followed.  At  the  end  of  the  trial,  and  before  the  yerdict,  the  connael  for  the 
crown  expreased  a  wish  to  offer  exceptions  to  the  ruling  of  the  lord  chief  baron.  They 
were  told  by  him  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  stand  upon  the  usual  forms,  and  they  did 
not  stand  upon  them,  especially  as  the  lord  chief  baron  said,  **  I  will  accept  any  bill  of  ex- 
ceptions you  may  choose  to  tender."  But  when  the  bill  was  drawn  up,  the  lord  chief  baron 
oiijeoted  that  it  did  not  correctly  set  forth  the  nature  of  his  ruling.  Now,  had  exception 
been  taken  at  the  time ;  had  the  common  opinion  respecting  the  drift  and  bearing  of  that 
ruling  been  distinctly  expoumied,  the  error  into  which  it  aeeofta  we  tl\  fell— ooonael,  jury, 
public— could  have  been  there  and  then  dispelled  by  a  simple  restatement  by  the  judge 
of  what  he  did  mean  to  say  and  did  say.  It  was  even  stated  yesterday  that  the  Tersu>n 
which  the  then  attorney  general  had  given  at  the  time  of  the  lord  chief  baron's  ruling 
was  not  contradicted  The  answer  was— -the  question  is,  what  course  can  now  be  taken 
oonsistent  wit^  the  views  of  the  court  f  Vi\%  shows  that  an  error  was  committed  ui  not 
fixing  at  once  the  impression  ipade  by  the  language  of  the  lord  chief  baron.  But  the  state 
of  the  matter,  as  diacloaed  by  the  proceedings  of  yesterday,  is  an  additional  reason  why 
some  unquestionable  decision  should  be  obtiiined  on'this  momentous  point. 

For  our  part,  we  do  not  pretend  to  lay  down  the  law.  Whatever  the  law  ia,  let  ua  know 
H;  and  if  it  be  faund  incompatible  with  the  object  for  which  it  wna  devised,  then  we  can 
any  whether  we  will  be  content  with  an  useless  statute,  whether  we  will  have  any  atatnta 
mt  all,  or  whether  we  will  have  an  efficient  one. 

It  haa  been  asked  why,  whan  guna  aod  ammnnition  and  small  arms  can  be  supplied  by  a 
neuti-ai  to  a  belligerent,  '*  why  object  to  ships  ? "  It  may  be  difficult  to  set  forth  convincing 
teasons  why  ships  should  be  stopped  and  arms  and  shells  allowed  to  go  free.  But  to  ua 
there  seems  to  be  one  plain  reason.  If  you  export  to  the  ports  of  a  belligerent  imy  quan- 
tity of  destructive  arms  and  misailea,  no  one  can  famish  proof  that  they  have  been  uaed 
with  eff<»ct  against  the  other  l)elligerent.  Bat  if  you  export  a  ship,  the  doings  of  that  ahi^ 
can  be  tracked  over  the  sea  by  the  -fire  she  leaves  behind,  or  by  the  prises  she  brings  Into 
port.  Tou  cannot  charge  an  Armstrong  gun  with  killing  and  slaying,  and  identify  the 
gun  with  damage  and  slaughter.  Tou  can  charge  a  ship  with  capturing  priaes  from  a 
IHendly  power,  and  prove  the  charge.  There  is  an  identity  about  a  ship  which  there  ii 
not  about  a  gun.  But  we  may  be  asked,  if  a  fighting  machine,  like  a  ship,  may  be  ex- 
ported to  strike  at  a  friendly  power,  why  not  a  battalion,  or  a  battery,  or  a  regimcBt  of 
horae  f  A  ship,  even  without  guns,  is  equivalent  to  a  trained  battalion  without  arms,  or 
a  body  of  artillerymen  without  guns,  or  a  trained  regiment  9f  horsemen  without  horaeBb 
It  is  obviously  within  the  power  of  the  crown  to  say  with  whom  it  will  and  with. whom  it 
will  not  make  war  ;  and  every  act  which  tends  to  weaken  that  power  and  thwart  the  in- 
tention of  the  crown  is  an  act  which,  on  the  assumption  that  we  are  to  have  a  government 
at  all,  the  crown  should  have  power  to  prevent.  We  believe  the  sensible  men  of  all  par- 
tiea  take  this  view,  and  will  not  sanction  any  prooeedinga  which  restrict  the  power  of  the 
crown  in  so  important  a  matter  of  state  policy,  or  which  tend  to  injure  the  maritime  power 
of  EnghincL 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adana, 


No.  7/56.]  Department  of  State, 

Wtuhmgtoth  Navemher  9,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  illness  of  a  member  of  my  family,  at  Auburn,  withdrew  me  from 
this  city  from  the  2d  until  the  9th  of  November.  The  acknowledgments  by 
the  out-going  mail  of  communications  received  during  that  interval  must  neees- 
Barily  be  imperfect. 

Your  despatch  of  the  23d  of  October  (No.  523)  has  been  received. 

I  have  read  the  speeches  of  British  statesmen  to  which  yon  refer,  and  also 
some  extraordinary  speculations  in  a  portion  of  the  British  press  commonly 
supposed  to  be  in  the  confidence  of  the  government    It  is  perceived  that,  afl 
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.die  pditieal  season  kk  London  approa^IiM,  the  old  habh  of  speeokting  coneern* 
ing  our  affairs,  and  foreign  action  npon  them,  is  resumed  in  political  circles.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  President,  npon  the  deyelopments  of  the  now  closing  year," 
has  assumed  that  her  Migestj's  government  are  willing  and  desirous  to  remain 
in  relations  of  amity  and  friendship  with  the  United  States.  We  shall  perse- 
vere in  the  course  we  have  hitherto  pursued  of  cultivating  the  friendship  we  so 
consistently  cherish,  unless  we  shall  be  obliged  to  ch^ge  it  by  one  of  two 
events,  neither  of  which  we  expect  to  happen:  namely,  first,  that  new  hostile 
naval  expeditions  come  out  from  British  ports  to  make  war  upon  us  on  the  hi^ 
seas,  or  in  our  ports ;  second,  that  Great  Britain  shall  cease  to  recognize  the 
sovereignty  of  the  United  States  as  it  is  now  recognized.  If  neither  of  these 
events  shall  happen,  we  shall  not  only  be  content  to  leave  to  such  British  states- 
men as  choose  to  exercise  it  the  indulgence  of  hostile  declamation  against  our 
eotmtry,  but  we  shall  try,  as  we  are  now  doing,  to  counteract  here  the  resulting 
effects  of  such  illiberal  demonstrations.  It  would  be  a  common  misfortune,  how- 
ever, of  the  two  countries,  if  this  policy  should  be  misunderstood  in  England,  so 
as  to  induce  a  belief  that  the  United  States  are  disposed  now  to  submit  to  what 
th^  have  heretofore  declared  would  be  intolerable  injuries  on  the  part  of  any 
foreign  power. 

The  progress  of  military  operations  in  the  several  departments  is,  on  the 
whole,  not  unsatisfactory.  The  elections  for  the  year  have  closed  with  mani- 
festations of  confidence  in  the  government,  contrasting  strongly  with  the 
despondency  and  distraction  which  attended  the  last  meeting  of  Oongress. 
Only  one  question  seemingly  agitated  the  public  mind :  namely,  the  principles 
in  regard  to  slavery  on  which  the  federal  authority  shall  be  restored  in  the  in- 
surgent region.  I  have  already  told  you  that,  in  the  President's  opinion,  this 
question  is  as  yet  premature,  because,  as  yet,  neither  of  the  insurgent  States  is 
actually  asking  restoration.  I  have  now  to  add,  that,  according  to  present  indi^ 
cations,  the  question,  when  it  shall  arise,  is  likely  to  be  attended  with  much  less 
difficulty  than  is  now  generally  apprehended.  It  is,  perhaps,  the  most  gratifying 
result  of  the  war  for  the  Union  tnat,  wherever  its  nag  advances,  convictions  of 
the  importance  of  emancipation  meet  it.  No  desire  for  the  restoration  or  the 
preservation  of  slavery  is  manifested  by  the  citizens  who  adhere  or  reaccede  to 
the  Union.  On  the  other  hand,  the  friends  of  the  Unionan  the  insurrectionary 
States  manifest  an  unequivocal  determination,  even  before  reorganizing  the 
State  governments,  to  suppress  slavery  as  an  institution  now  proven  to  be 
economically  useless  and  politically  dangerous  and  revolutionary.  We  are* 
therefore,  likely  to  find  no  slavery  to  contend  with,  when  the  war  for  the  Union 
has  come  to  an  end.  On  the  whole,  we  can  now  contrast  our  prospects  with 
those  of  Europe  without  dissatisfaction. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extracts.] 

No.  533.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  November  12,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  despatches  numbered  from  738 
to  746,  inclusive,  and  of  two  notes  of  the  26th  of  October,  one  marked  private, 
and  the  other  confidential. 

Some  of  these  treat  of  subjects  the  condition  of  which  has  been  essentially , 

80  m  ^"'^'^^^^^ c^^^ 
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modiied  by  events  wfaieii  hmve  hmfenedma  tins  dde  sinee  tbe  date  <rf  ^  _^ 
writing.  I  refer  mora  partienlarly  to  Noe.  739,  740  and  743.  The  nete  of 
Lord  BuBsell  to  me  of  the  29th  nltimo,  transmitted  with  my  despatch  No.  &90, 
of  last  week,  implies  an  intention  to  make  explanations  through  Lord  Lyons  in 
regard  to  the  transactions  at  Gape  Town,  which  mast  have  the  effect  of  retaining 
the  discussion  of  them  altogewer  in  jonr  own  hands.  I  shall  so  regard  the 
matter  nntil  farther  advice.  I  propose,  howevw,  to  send  to  him  a  copj  of  the 
joomal  of  the  officer  of  the  Alabama,  which  I  have  caused  to  be  reprinted  fimn 
the  South  African  Advertiser  and  Mail,  of  Cape  Town,  in  a  form  for  drculation 
among  leadmg  persons  here.  A  number  of  these  will  be  transmitted  to  70a  in 
the  bag  that  carries  this  despatch. 

On  the  whole,  my  impression  is  that  matters  just  now  stand  pretty  well  here; 
A  report  of  a  speech  of  Mr.  Villiers  will  be  sent  to  you  by  the  present  steamer. 
He  is  the  brother  of  Lord  Clarendon,  and  one  of  the  liberal  members  of  the 
cabinet.    His  disposition  .has  always  been  understood  to  be  friendly. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washingtonf  D,  C. 


[From  ttc  Ai{%  Jtan  (lAtdon)  •/  JfetgwlT  10, 1863.] 

Lord  Ptdmerston,  who  on  rising  was  reoeived  with  loud  and  protracted  cheering,  said  :  Iff 
lord  mayor,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  for  myself  and  my  oolleaguee  I  heg  to  return  most  siooere 
thanks  to  yon,  my  lord  mayor,  for  tbe  manner  in  whkh  yon  have  been  kind  enongfa  to  pre- 
poee,  and  to  you,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  for  the  manner  in  which  yon  have  been  good  emiagh. 
to  reoeive  the  toast,  lliose  who  are  charged  with  the  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  this  ooontry 
must  always  feel  the  highest  gratification  in  being  permitted  to  be  present  at  the  splendid 
hospitalities  of  this  great  city  of  London.  (Cheers )  And  not  only  do  we  receive  personal 
gratification,  but  we  feel  that,  on  these  occasions,  what  takes  place  cements  that  union  be- 
tween the  different  classes  of  the  community  which  is  so  important  to  the  interest  of  Hm 
-wboto.  It  is  well  that  those  wbo-aie  eng^ed  in  oaiirying  on  those  oommerdal  trannotiooa 
on  which  the  wealth,  th^  strength,  and  the  happiness  oi  this  great  country  depend*  shookl 
mix  from  time  to  time  with  those  who,  as  responsible  adyisers  of  the  crown,  are  engaged 
In  conducting  the  political  afitftirs  of  tbe  eountry.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  on  these  oco^ 
sions,  when  we  meet  at  the  festive  board,  matters  of  importance  are  discussed,  for  we  are 
ioo  much  occupied  in  enjoying  the  festivity  and  hospitality  which  surround  us  for  that ; 
but  acquaintances  are  formed  on  those  oeoaaions  which  ripen  aftervrards  into  fiiendahipa. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  transactloni  ci  business  are  made  much  e  isier  when  those  wbQ 
meet  to  carry  them  on  know  and  like  each  other ;  and  therefore  I  say  that  these  meetingf 
are  of  great  political  importance  in  bringing  together  those  who  are  connected  with  the 
commerce  of  the  country  and  those  who  are  responsible  for  its  political  government.  iHear, 
hear.)  There  have  been  occasions  when  it  has  been  the  lot  of  those  who  have  had  to  ex.- 
plain  the  state  of  political  affidrs  to  eoogmtalate  you  upon  the  tranquil  state  of  the  dvilixed 
world.  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  do  that  on  the  present  occasion ;  for  although  I  trust  that 
there  is  nothing  In  the  horiaon  which  can  grow  into  a  doud  of  war,  yet  we  see  on  all  sides-* 
in  the  far  west  and  in  the  distant  east— struggles  going  on  of  the  most  lamentable  characteiv 
and  scenes  enacted  which  make  us  shudder  for  humanity  and  feel  a  deep  compassion  fur 
the  countries  in  which  those  events  are  taA^ing  place.  (Hear,  hear.)  In  the  far  west  we 
see  a  naUon  of  the  same  race  and  the  same  language,  and  the  same  religion  and  the  mama 
manners,  afld  the  same  literature  as  ourselTeB,  Q>lit  into  two,  slaughtering  each  other  by 
hundreds  of  thousands,  and  carrying  on  a  contest  the  result  of  which  it  is  impossible  to 
foresee,  and  the  end  of  which  now,  after  more  tlian  two  years'  duration,  he  would  be  &  bold 
man  indeed  wbo  and  he  could  predict.  (Hear,  hear.)  Lamenting  that  state  of  things,  the 
goremment  of  this  country  have  felt  it  their  duty  not  to  yield  either  to  the  entreaties  or 
the  objurations  of  one  party  or  the  other.  (Cheers )  Blandishments  on  the  one  side,  and 
threats  on  the  other,  have  been  equally  fhiitless  to  direct  our  course.  (Cheers.)  We  bare 
felt  it  our  duty  to  abstain  firom  taking  any  part  in  that  lamentable  contest.  If,  indeed,  we 
h^  thought  it  was  in  our  power  to  pnt  an  end  to  it  by  friendly  interventioB,  no  e&rts 
would  have  been  wanting  to  accomplish  so  holy  an  end— (hear,  hear)— but  we  felt  that 
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hiterfcience  woald  be  Tiin,  and  we  deemed  11  oar  do^— 4aid  in  Hiat  retpect  I  am  sore  w 
leUoved  the  wishes  of  the  oomitry-^to  wtntsin  a  striot  and  impartial  nsotrality.  (Load 
(Aieeis.)  In  the  distant  east,  sTeots  which  are  also  of  a  lamentable  character  are  taking 
place.  We  there  see  on  the  one  side  a  barbarons  system  of  deliberate  eztennination  car- 
ded on,  and  on  the  other  side  revenge  venting  itself  in  mnrder  and  assassination.  We 
endeayored  to  enlist  the  opinions  and  the  feelings  of  dviliBed  Borope  in  joint  remonstrances, 
and  so  liar  we  succeeded ;  bnt  those  remonstrances  hare  Ailed.  We  hare  done  onr  dntj,  and 
we  can  only  hope  that  those  who  have  the  condnotof  affidrs  in  the  Bossian  empire  may,  at 
length,  oease  to  pnrsne  that  coarse  which  has  thrown  upon  them  the  condemnation  of  En- 
rope,  and  that  peace  may  be  restored  upon  terms  of  equity  and  justice  to  an  unfortunate 
country.  (Cheers.)  Well,  my  lord,  although  abroad  things  Idbk  ill,  and  much  misery  and 
calamity  are  sustained,  yet,  as  you  hare  just  observed,  this  country  forms  a  happy  exwp-' 
tion  to  that  which  seems  to  be  the  prevailing  condition  of  nations.  (Hear,  hear.)  We  hava  " 
been  bleseed  by  Providence  with  an  abundant  harvest ;  we  have  been  preserved  by  tiie 
gDvvmment  and  the  good  sense  of  the  country  from  tiie  calamities  of  war ;  our  popolaito 
are  contented  and  loyal,  feeling  that  for  a  long  course  of  years  the  legislature  of  the  country 
has  been  occupied  in  remedying  grievances,  in  removing  defects  in  our  laws,  and  in  casting 
away  those  obstructions  which  the  less  enlightened  policy  of  former  times  had  thrown  in 
the  way  of  the  productive  industry  of  the  country ;  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  I  believa 
the  commercial  and  material  prosperity  of  the  country  is  brighter  now  than  it  has  been  at 
sny  lonaer  period.  Those  who  know  the  Otmrse  of  the  commerce  of  the  world  will  tell  yon 
that  year  by  year  this  great  city  of  London  is  growing  more  Mid  more  the  centre  of  tlie 
commercial  transactions  of  other  states ;  that  bills  are  drawn  upon  J[/>ndon  to  pay  debts  all 
over  the  world,  and  that  commodities  destined  for  other  countries  are  sent  here  for  deposit— 
a  tribute  paid  by  the  people  of  other  nations  to  the  industry,  the  good  management,  the 
integrity,  and  the  high  honor  of  the  commercial  community  of  this  land.  My  lord,  I  con« 
gratulate  you  cm  this  happy  state  of  things,  and  I  trust  that  the  people  of  England  will 
ieel  that  they  are  greatly  indebted  for  it  to  the  reign  of  that  beneficent  sovereign  under 
whose  mild  and  enllghteced  rule  they  have  the  hapj^ess  and  good  fortune  to  live.  My 
ford,  I  beg  again,  on  behalf  of  my  colleagues  and  myself,  to  return  you  our  meet  sincere 
thanks,  and  to  assure  you  that  we  derive  high  gratlication  from  being  allowed  to  be  present 
at  y(mr  festive  board  on  this  occsslon.    (Loud  cheras ) 


{From  tiU  Da%  J^mm  (LottiMi)  ^f  IhvmAw  11, 1863.] 
THJB  &IGQT  HONORABLE  C.  P.  VILLIERS,  M.  P.,  ON  THE  POLICY  OF  THE  GOVERNIIEXT. 

On  Monday  night  Mr.  Yllliers  and  Mr.  Wegudin  addressed  their  constituents  at  a  dinner 
given  at  Wolverhampton  to  the  retirlag  mayor,  Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler. 

Mr.  yilliers.  in  responding  to  the  toast  of  her  Mi^esty's  ministers,  said  it  was  not  for  a 
cabinet  miiiister  to  be  less  senftible  of  the  good  opinion  <^  his  fsllow-men  than  any  one  else 
should  be.  On  the  contrary,  there  was  great  reason  why  he  should  be  more  so ;  5)r  if  he 
'  had  to  state  the  result  of  his  own  experience  in  that  position,  it  would  be  that,  looking  at 
the  trouble  it  entailed  and  the  responsibiltty  which  it  invcdved,  no  reward  would  be  snffl* 
dent  compensation  bnt  that  which  muhed  fnm  hoping  that  he  had  deserved  and  would 
receive  the  gratitude  and  good  opinion  of  the  country.  (Hear,  hear.)  Every  man  in  tills 
eountry  had  not  only  the  power  but  also  the  inclination  to  form  and  to  express  his  q^rfnimi 
of  public  matters,  but  it  was  very  difficult  to  obtsin  a  general  agreement  upon  polices,  and 
Btill  more  difficult  to  secure  a  union  of  opinion  with  respect  to  any  particular  government. 
And  when  the  merits  of  the  ministry  could  be  alluded  to  and  received  so  jbvorably  In  a 
promiscuous  assembly,  like  the  one  he  was  then  addressing,  It  was  highly  satfsfiActory  te 
the  members  of  that  ministry,  and  he  couhl  not  but  say  that  it  was  peculiarly  gratifying  to 
hhnself.  He  was  told  that  all  pc^itlcs  were  abjured  from  tnch  assemblies  as  the  one  hi 
which  he  was  then  taking  part,  and  he  should,  therefore,  not  think  of  advertfang  to  any  topie 
that  would  provoke  question  or  dissent.  But  be  hoped  he  might  express  his  satisfaction 
at  Uie  friendly  tone  in  which  he  had  observed  persons  deservedly  held  in  estimation  in  tha 
country,  but  of  opposite  politk»  to  the  government,  refer  on  frequent  occasions  to  the  pree> 
ent  administration.  (Hear,  hear .)  At  meetings  composed  of  persons  of  an  entirely  opposite 
party  to  the  ministers  there  had  been  marked  manifBStatlon  of  feeling  against  doing  anything 
to  dteplace  the  present  government,  or  rather  men  of  such  large  experience  In  pnblio  aflkhra 
*s  were  Lord  Palmerston  and  Lord  Bussell— (cheers)— or  men  of  the  very  great  talent  of  Mr. 
Gladstone.  (Loud  cheers.)  When  such  testimony  In  fsvor  of  a  government  was  borne  by 
persons  who  did  not  agree  with  Uie  politics  of  the  government,  he  hoped  that  he  might 
infer  ^at  there  was  something  in  the  policy  of  the  present  admlnistra^on  ifdiidh  was  not 
dIstMtefol  to  the  country,  but  that  it  had  been  ii4th  something  like  pi|)i|P9^ip(^{ttJ;i^  ^«r.. 
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kMldifoliarg«dib«duii6fof  ihcfrofioa.  (HflUr,  bear.)  Great  evenli  of  natieHa  liii|mi> 
anoe  had  tniDspired  daring  the  last  foar  years,  and  the  goverameot  had  been  requiied  to 
decide  upon  tUem  with  promptitude.  It  was  poadble  to  refer  to  some  oooseqnenoes  loh 
lowing  the  acts  of  the  present  administration  that  might  aooonnt  for  the  state  of  piibUe 
opinion  in  regard  to  that  administration.  Peace  had  been  maintained  when  the  honor  <d 
the  British  flag  liad  been  brongbt  in  question  and  our  great  maritime  rights  had  beta 
disputed  by  the  Americans ;  but  these  the  minisl^  had  vindicated  with  sf^t  and  soosMib 
(Cheers.)  There  had  been  the  most  strict  observance  of  the  pledge  of  neutrality.  (He», 
hear.)  Duties  counted  by  millions  of  pounds  sterling,  and  restrictive  of  trade,  had  beta 
removed  and  the  revenue  unimpaired  at  a  time  when  the  country  had  been  sufiKoing  tmm 
the  rtiock  to  trade  which  immediately  followed  upon  the  brealring  out  of  the  painfiil  ooa- 
fliot  which  still  rasped  on  the  oontinetit  of  America.  These  facts  might  account,  not  for 
political  contentment,  but  ior  the  political  calm  which  prevailed  throughout  the  oopntry; 
and  this  state  of  things  might  account  for  the  opinion  of  many,  that  now  would  not  be  the 
happiest  moment  to  disturb  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  men  by  exdting  the  feelings  which  an 
aogry  political  contention  was  sure  to  provoke.  (Hear,  hear.)  Other  circumstances  tfasM 
might  be  which  would  tend  to  account  for  the  prevailing  wide  contentment,  and  chief 
among  them  was  the  recent  bountiful  harvest — the  most  bountiful  ibsA  the  oldest  penoo 
Uving  could  recollect.  Glieap  and  abundant  food  had  been  the  result  of  that  harvest 
(Hear,  hear. )  Now,  supposing  that  the  crisis  in  the  cotton  trade  had  occurred  at  a  time 
when  the  people  were  dependent  for  their  supply  of  food,  as  they  were  for  their  supply  <tf 
eotton,  upon  one  souroe-— supposing  that  tadti  a  resttictive  policy  as  onoe  prevailed  retetite 
to  the  supply  of  food  had  been  in  operation  at  the  close  of  the  three  very  bad  harvests  bj 
which  the  last  very  bountiful  one  was  preceded,  and  that  at  such  a  time  the  calami^  of  a 
eotton  dearth  had  befallen  the  country,  any  man  might  eaiiily  conclude  what,  in  siiefa  a 
state  of  things,  would  have  been  the  condition  of  Great  Britain.  (Hear,  hear.)  It  wm 
fortunate  that  a  timely  wisdom  induced  Parliament  to  rely  on  the  resouroes  of  the  whsle 
world  before  the  period  came  when,  but  for  that  wisdom,  a  double  misfoHnne  would  have 
befiillen  the  nation.  (Cheers.)  The  present  state  of  this  country  was  a  £ur  subject  of  gnd- 
nlation,  not  only  on  account  of  the  great  prosperity  which  the  people  now  enjoyed,  bot 
also  on  account  of  the  general  soundneSB  of  thdr  opinions  and  sentiments.  (Hear,  hear) 
He  believed  that  there  had  been  no  time  in  the  history  of  the  United  Kingdom  when  tlw 
opinion  of  the  people  was  sounder  than  It  was  at  the  present  period.  There  never  was  a 
time  when  Englishmen  were  more  sensitive  of  the  honor  of  the  country  or  mor^  ready  to 
defend  its  honor,  or  at  which  they  clung  more  tenaciously  to  the  Institutions  of  the  oountiy. 
(Cheers.)  There  never  wasatitne  when  there  was  a  more  evident  desire  for  the  monl 
elevation  of  the  humbler  classes— (hear,  hear)— and  he  would  say  that  although  they  were 
living  in  times  when  they  more  than  ever  deprecated  the  calamity  of  war,  and  were  more 
than  ever  in  love  with  peace,  there  never  was  a  time,  should  any  sad  exigency  require  it, 
when  the  country  was  better  preparsd  to  defend  its  shores  and  to  resist  its  enemies  in  say 
part  of  the  world.  (Loud  cheers.)  And  he  would  say,  further,  that  there  never  wss  it 
any  time  more  satisfaction  than  at  present  with  the  constitution,  never  more  satlflftetioo 
with  a  liberal  constitution  and  government,  which  those  who  enjoyed  it  conceived  to  \k 
suitable  to  most  civillaed  nations,  and  especially  to  those  of  Europe ;  and  never  were  tibe ' 
people  of  this  co*intry  more  sympathetic  with  the  nations  who  were  struggling  to  follow 
our  example.  (Cheers.)  But  never  was  the  conviction  more  profound  in  the  minds  of  the 
people,  that  it  was  not  in  the  province  of  this  country  to  interfere  in  such  struggle!. 
(Hear,  hear.)  The  principle  of  non-intervention  was  a  principle  which  had  sunk  deq>ly 
into  the  minds  of  Englishmen.  All  history  and  all  recent  experience  showed  them  tbst 
interference  in  the  internal  affairs  of  other  countries  was  provocative  of  more  disappoiat- 
ment  and  more  disapprobation  than  any  other  course  of  procedure.  (Cheers  )  Whenever 
the  time  arrived  for  such  a  sketch  to  be  written  of  the  conduct  of  the  present  government, 
as  they  sometimes  saw  in  print  the  morning  after  the  decease  of  distingulf^hed  persoas  who 
had  occupied  public  positions,  nothing  would  be  remarked  upon  with  more  satisfactiso 
than  the  circumstance  that  the  government  had  offered  continued  resistance  to  the  canyiog 
into  effect  of  an  opposite  principle  to  that  of  non-intervention— had.  In  fact,  resolute^ 
maintained  the  observance  of  that  principle.  (Cheers.)  Non-intervention  was  notiiing  bot 
the  practical  observance  of  the  sound  views  whidi  all  sensil)le  people  entertained  in  piivste 
life,  namely,  that  one  neighbor  should  not  meddle  in  the  afiG&irs  of  another.  (Hear,  hear.) 
He  only  wished  that  this  forbearance  could  be  fully  carried  through,  and  that  they  could 
be  very  careful  of  their  criticism — (hear,  hear) — that  nations  would  be  more  careful  of  say- 
ing respecting  one  another  anything  which  would  be  likely  to  provoke  hostile  feeling 
Severe  measure  had  been  meted  out  to  the  Americans  in  their  misfortunes.  He  had  hetfd 
the  bitterest  remarks  made  against  the  President  of  the  Uufon  for  endeavoring  to  maiotitfn 
the  Union,  and  also  against  the  southern  States  for  their  attempting  to  retain  posseirfsa 
of  their  **  property."    Daring  the  first  ten  yean  that  he  was  in  Parliament  a  questisn  «■■ 
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J  dittwnd  whkh  excited  giest  inlerait.  That  qoaMoB  was  a  repeal  of  the  Uoloiib 
Thoee' persons  who  adTOoated  it  stood  in  the  same  relation  to  this  ooaotrj  as  the  Boatherneis 
now  stood  to  the  north.  He  never  saw  one  English  member  who  was  not  ready  to  oppose 
it,  and  who  was  not  prepared  to  admit  that  he  should  be  gailty  of  treason  if  he  voted  for 
ft.  (Cheers.)  So  (continued  Mr.  YiUiers)  in  the  ten  years  before  I  entered  Parliament,  I 
heetd  language  with  respect  to  Lord  Brougham  and  other  philanthropic  advocates  of  negro 
^mandpation,  as  violent  and  as  reproachful  as,  for  the  same  reason,  the  confederates  now 
address  to  the  federals.  We  should  have  been  indignant  had  any  foreign  country  interfered 
with  us  upon  either  of  these  occasions,  or  if  they  had  addressed  to  us  the  language  that  is 
used  towards  the  Americaos  at  the  present  day.  We  were  allowed  to  settle  those  matters 
as  we  thought  best,  and  we  have  been  satisfied  with  the  mode  in  which  they  were  settled. 
(Hear.)  I  think  the  Americans  ought  to  be  allowed  to  settle  their  own  afR&ira  without 
more  interference,  and  we  must  trust  to  their  speedily  coming  to  a  conclusion  that  will  be 
just.    (Cheeis.) 

Mr.  Weguelin  said  it  had  been  a  common  complaint  that  the  discussions  of  the  House  of 
Oommons  had  been  fruitless  of  results — that  politics  had  become  languid  and  the  members 
flaodd — (a  laugh)— that,  content  with  the  leadership  of  one  great  man,  they  had  shunned 
their  responsibility,  and  were  content  to  look  on  from  a  siding  at  the  express  train  of  aff  iirs 
which  ran  by  them.  (Laughter.)  But  though  there  had  been  an  absence  of  party  spirit, 
thAt  state  of  things  was  to  be  attributed  to  other  causes.  (General  questions  had  of  late 
years  been  settled  by  the  triumph  of  those  principles  which  had  established  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty,  had  extended  self-government,  and  placed  it  on  a  wider  basis,  and  had  regu- 
lated trade,  currency,  and  finance.  (Hear,  hear.)  But  if  party  spirit  had  been  dead  in 
late  years,  they  should  all  rejoice  that  the  spirit  of  trade  was  reviving.  (Hear,  hear.)  He 
twUered  ibht  the  prevailing  prosperity  was  sound,  but'  they  would  let  him,  as  an  old  mer- 
'  chant,  address  to  them  a  few  words  of  warning,  because  there  w^'re  a  few  indications  tliat 
tibe  prosperity  in*  which  they  were  rejoicing  might  be  based  on  even  much  sounder  founda- 
tions than  that  upon  which  it  now  rested.  He  referred  to  the  sudden  drain  of  bullion,  and 
the  consequent  rise  in  the  rate  of  interest  He  thought  it  was  not  wise  to  neglect  these 
indications.  It  might  be  that,  after  a  time,  owing  to  the  measures  taken  by  the  Bank  of 
England,  the  drain  of  bullion  would  cease,  and  the  coin  which  had  been  issued  for  the 
internal  wants  of  the  country  return ;  but  as  far  as  his  experience  went,  a  drain  of  bullion 
and  a  rise  in  the  rate  of  interest  were  indicative  of  something  unsound  in  the  state  of  trade 
or  credit.  It  was  therefore  desirable  that  not  only  individuals,  but  especially  banking  corpo- 
rations, should  take  the  earliest  possible  opportunity  of  checking  any  undue  extension  of  credit. 
(Hear  )  When  they  considered  that  ihe  Bank  of  England  reserve,  which  now  amounted  to 
not  more  than  six  or  seven  millions,  was  practically  the  only  unemployed  capital  of  the 
country,  and  that  it  was  the  only  source  by  which  a  balance  of  trade  could  be  secured,  they 
would  see  that  there  was  good  reason  why  they  should  be  careful  not  to  give  stimulus  to 
other  than  necessary  transactions.  He  made  these  observations,  not  because  he  thought 
-that  a  monetary  crisis  was  at  hand,  but  because  they  might  tend  to  those  healthy  restric- 
tions which,  if  generally  observed,  would  go  fFir  to  ward  off  misfortunes  of  a  serious  nature, 
and  place  trade  on  a  wholesome  and  permanent  footing.  He  concluded  by  acknowledging 
the  toast  of  the  members  of  the  borough. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  534.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  Novemher  13,  1863. 

Sir:  In  regard  to  the  subject  referred  to  in  your  seyeral  despatches  received 
this  week,  numbers  741 ,  742, 1  have  nothing  further  to  report,  excepting  the 
reception  of  a  note  from  Lord  Russell,  of  the  1 0th  instant,  in  acknowledgment 
of  mine  of  the  31st  ultimo,  a  copj  of  which  accompanied  mj  No.  530,  sent  to 
70a  lafit  week.    A  copy  of  his  reply  is  herewith  transmitted. 

My  attention  has  been  already  called  to  the  existence  of  the  joint  application 
bf  the  British  and  French  authorities  to  the  United  States,  alluded  to  in  the 
copy  of  your  despatch  to  Mr.  Dayton,  which  accompanied  your  No.  741,  and  to 
Ae  possibility  of  making  use  of  it  in  the  present  emergency.  The  difficulty  is, 
that  the  answer  is  too  obvious.  The  request  was  to  r^se  to  receive  privateers. 
The  two  governments  affect  to  consider  the  vessels  now  complained  of  as  war 
ships,  commissioned  by  a  belligerent  power.    Not  to  recejve  themjv^uld  u^ 
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▼olve  the  ttecesaitj  of  refadng  to  tecehre  tboM  of  die  United  Statee»  at  dee 
of  appearing  to  depart  from  the  declared  nentralitj. 

Tne  origmal  error,  committed  in  a  hasty  and  unqnalified  recognition  of  the 
rebek  as  a  belligerent,  is  what  vitiates  all  uie  later  policy  of  both  these  powers, 
and  entangles  Great  Britain  more  especially  in  the  dimculties  growing  out  of 
the  necessity  to  recognise  these  ressefs,  equipped  and  manned  in  her  own  p(Hrt8»- 
in  defiance  of  her  own  laws,  as  the  navy  of  a  foreign  power. 

There  has  been  little  done  in  the  Alexandra  case  this  week  beyond  the 
assignment  of  Tuesday  next,  in  the  court  of  exchequer,  as  the  time  to  hear  the 
law  officers  of  the  crown  on  the  motion  for  a  new  trial. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WoiMngton,  J>.  C. 


Foreign  Office,  Navemher  10, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  31st 
ultimo,  enclosing  farther  papers  respecting  the  proceedings  of  the  Alabama  and 
the  Florida. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams>  Esq.,  4^^^,  4^*»  4^* 


Mr  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  535.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lond4m,  November  13,  1863. 

Sir  :  Under  the  directions  contained  in  your  despatch  No.  704,  of  the  9th  of 
September  last,  I  addressed  a  note  to  Lora  Russell  on  the  30th  of  that  month. 
His  reply,  dated  the  10th  instant,  has  been  received  this  week.  Copies  of  both 
papers  are  herewith  transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  six,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  30,  1863. 
Mv  Lord:  I  am  directed  by  my  government  to  submit  to  your  consideration 
the  copy  of  an  extract  of  a  despatch  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  *6tate  by  the 
minister  resident  of  the  Unitea  States  at  Japan.  Should  it  be  deemed  ezpe- 
dient  by  her  Majesty's  government  to  have  recourse  to  any  of  the  meafluzes 
suggested  in  it,  I  am  instructed  to  say  that  the  United  States  would  cheerfiiliy 

L^.gitized  by  VjOC^..^ 


<tix«ct  Mr.  Ptajn  to  labor  on  tlwir  part  for  Aeir  adi^tion  in  the  intereat  of  aH 
the  western  powers. 

I  pnj  jonr  lordship  to  aeoept,  ice*,  ^c, 

OHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Bight  Honorable  Earl  Bussbll,  i^^  4^. 

[Extract  from  Mr.  Pruyn's  No.  45,  to  Mr.  Seward.] 


Earl  RuaeU  to  Mr.  Adanu. 

FoRBiQN  Officb,  November  10, 1863. 
Sm :  Her  Majes^'s  government  hare  attentively  considered  the  matter  re* 
ferred  to  in  jonr  letter  of  the  30th  of  September,  and  they  reqnest  that  you 
will  have  the  goodness  to  express  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  dbeir 
acknowledgment  for  the  friendly  offer  conveyed  in  yonr  letter  to  instruct  the 
United  States  minister  in  Japan  to  cooperate  with  the  representatives  of  other 

Sowers,  with  a  view  of  making  snch  a  commnnication  to  the  government  of 
apan  as  was  indicated  in  the  letters  addressed  by  Mr.  Sewu^  to  Lord  Lyons 
on  the  14th  and  20th  of  May,  1861,  and  also  of  carrying  out  the  other  measures 
which  Mr.  Pruyn,  in  his  letter  of  the  27th  of  June  last,  appears  to  consider 
essential  for  the  improvement  of  the  position  of  foreigners  in  Japan. 

Her  Majesty's  government,  however,  looking  to  the  uncertain  state  in  which 
matters  at  present  appear  to  be  in  Japan,  think  it  better  to  wait  till  the  further 
progress  of  events  shall  show  more  clearly  the  Ime  of  policy  which  will  be  most 
conducive  to  the  relations  of  peace  and  the  development  of  commerce  with  Japan. 

It  would  appear  from  the  correspondence  of  the  minister  of  the  Prince  of 
Satsuma  with  Oolonel  Neale,  recently  published  in  the  London  Gazette,  that 
the  power  and  right  of  making  treaties  is  acknowledged  by  that  powerful 
daimio  to  reside  in  the  Tycoon. 

But  I  need  scarcely  assure  you  that  her  Miyesty's  government  set  great  value 
on  the  co-operation  of  the  United  States  minister  in  Japan  with  ^e  representa- 
tives of  her  Majesty  and  of  other  European  powers,  in  their  endeavors  to  place 
affairs  in  that  country  on  a  footing  generally  advantageous  to  all  foreign  nations 
liaving  intercourse  with  us. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

BUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  4v.,  4^,  Sfc 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extracts.] 


No.  536.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  November  13,  1863. 
Sir:  The  effect  of  the  late  speech  of  the  French  Emperor  to  the  French 
chambers,  and  with  the  letters  with  which  he  has  followed  it  up,  addressed  to 
the  different  powers  of  Europe,  has  been  to  concentrate  the  attention  of  the 
various  countries  upon  the  project  of  a  convention,  which  he  proposes  should 
be  held  at  Paris.  Opinions  of  the  effect  of  this  movement  widely  vary.  Whilst 
in  some  quarters  it  is  construed  as  likely  to  terminate  in  a  war,  in  others  it  is 
hailed  as  a  symptom  of  coming  tranqtullity.  In  London  the  proposal  was 
received  at  first  with  marked  disapprobation.    A  cabinet  meeting  was  called  to- 
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^oiiBider  it  oo  Tuesday,  and  it  eoQtiniied  in  session  until  Wednesday.  It  is 
understood  that  the  reply  agreed  upon  does  not  absolutely  decline  to  take  a 
part,  but  it  proposes  prelimkiary  inqniries  as  to  the  object  and  extent  of  the 
subjects  to  be  consideied  before  positirely  consulting. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  efiFect  of  this  movement  has  been  greatly  to  concen- 
trate the  attention  of  all  nations  on  this  side  of  the  ocean  upon  the  difficulties 
existing  in  Europe,  and  to  a  corresponding  degree  to  div^t  it  from  affairs  in  the 
United  States.  The  Emperor's  notice  of  these  is  brief  and  purely  formaL  In 
England  the  determination  to  keep  entirely  aloof  gains  ground  daily.  What- 
ever sympathy  there  may  have  been  heretofore  for  the  rebels  as  the  weaker 
party  is  diminishing  under  the  effects  of  their  own  late  proceedings.  Any 
inrther  military  successes  on  our  part  would  turn  the  scale  decidedly,  and  leave 
them  to  their  rate,  without  a  sigh  of  r^ret.  The  only  mode  now  resorted  to  in 
counteraction  of  this  tendency  is  the  exposition  of  our  own  shortcomings.  The 
most  serious  shock  to  confidence  in  our  military  operations  is  given  in  the  fre- 
quency of  the  change  in  the  great  commands,  indicating  a  serious  deficioicy  in 
the  capacity  of  our  officers  to  conduct  a  war  on  the  present  scale.  Much  use  is 
made  of  this  argument  at  the  present  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D>  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adapts* 


No.  759.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  14,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  French  government  has  for  some  time  past  expressed  a  desire  for 
the  exportation  of  the  tobacco  belonging  to  it  in  this  country,  the  most,  if  not 
the  whole,  of  which  is  understood  to  be  at  Richmond.  Before  the  request  could 
be  granted,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  ascertain  whether  the  British  govern- 
ment would  object  to  the  proceeding.  That  government  having  signified  its 
assent  thereto,  iJbe  executive  order,  a  copy  of  wmch  is  enclosed,  has  been  issued. 
You  will  notice  that  the  order  has  been  so  formed  as  to  extend  to  tobacco  belong- 
ing to  any  foreign  government  which  may  have  been  bought  and  paid  for  prior 
to  the  4th  of  March,  1861.  Besides  France,  it  is  supposed  that  Austria,  and 
perhaps  other  German  states,  may  have  tobacco  at  Ricnmond,  which  the  order 
may  release.  It  is  proper  that  the  British  government  should  be  apprised  of  the 
proceeding  in  such  way  as  you  may  deem  advisable. 
I  am,  &;c.,  &c., 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

C.  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc,,  ifc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  760.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  November  14,  1863. 

Sir:  Tbe  European  mails  have  not  arrived,  and  they  are  not  expected  to 
arrive  before  the  closing  of  my  despatches  for  the  next  steamer. 

No  striking  incident  has  occurred  to  change  the  military  situation.  Judf^g 
upon  what  is  officially  received,  as  well  as  the  public  information,  the  anniaa  of 
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Ae  goyernmeDt  are  holding  tibeir  advanced  pontionB  firmly,  and  they  are  b^^ 
oi^  to  be  felt  seyerely  by  the  insurgents. 

On  the  llth«in0tant  Lord  Lyons  commnnieated  to  me  information  be  bad  jnst 
received  from  bis  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  to  the  effect  that 
there  was  reason  to  believe  in  the  existence  of  a  plot,  gotten  np  in  that  province 
by  emigrant  insurgents  from  the  United  States,  to  invade  the  northern  frontier; 
set  at  liberty  the  insurgent  prisoners  no  v  in  confinement  at  Johnson's  island, 
on  Lake  Erie,  near  Sandusky ;  bum  Buffalo  and  other  cities  on  the  shores  of 
the  lakes.  It  was  supposed  that  thes6  crimes  were  to  be  effected  by  means  of 
the  purchase  and  arming  of  steamers  in  the  Canadian  ports.  This  information, 
which  was  very  gratefully  acknowledged,  borrows  a  show  of  authenticity  from 
revealings  which  have  occasionally  reached  this  government.  The  proper  depart- 
ments promptly  adopted  measures  which,  it  is  believed,  are  sufficient  to  defeat 
the  criminal  enterprise.  After  making  due  explanations  to  Lord  Lyons,  I  have, 
by  the  President's  direction,  requested  Preston  King,  esq.,  of  Ogdensburg,  on 
the  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  to  proceed  at  once  to  Quebec,  to  inform  the  governor 
general  of  the  prenarations  which  have  been  made  by  this  government,  and  to 
conto  freely  with  him  upon  the  subject,  with  a  view  to  conform  all  our  proceed* 
ings  to  the  treaty  regulations  existing  between  the  two  countries,  and  to  the 
comity  which  is  due  to  Great  Britain.  It  seems  proper  that  you  should  make 
these  proceedings  known  to  Earl  Russell,  with  expressions  of  the  satisfaction 
with  which  the  President  re«irds  what  has  been  so  promptly  and  liberally  done 
by  the  governor  general  of  Canada  and  by  Lord  Lyons. 

It  is  thought  here  that  the  occasion  is  a  fitting  one  for  asking  Earl  Russell  to 
consider  the  incidents  I  have  related  in  connexion  with  the  occurrences  which 
have  taken  place  within  the  proper  British  realm,  threatening  invasion  or  ag- 
gression directly  from  the  ports  of  Liverpool  and  Glasgow.  Do  not  these  inci- 
dents show  the  expediency,  not  to  say  the  necessity,  for  some  amendments  of 
the  laws  of  the  two  nations,  so  as  to  secure  the  practice  of  neutrality  in  4he  spirit 
of  comity  and  friendship  ?  Have  we  adequate  security  that  hostile  expeditions 
win  not  yet  issue  from  British  gorts  ?  usuch  expeditions  should  come  from 
domestic  British  ports,  the  same  condition  of  national  relations  will  certainly 
encourage  the  fitting  out  of  such  expeditions  in  British  colonial  ports  on  our  frontier 
and  elsewhere.  Could  we  possibly  avoid  conflicts  between  the  two  countries,  if 
British  shores  or  provinces  should,  through  any  misunderstanding,  be  suffered  to 
become  bases  for  naval  and  military  operations  against  the  United  States  ? 

Moreover,  the  principles  which  shall  regulate  tne  maritime  conduct  of  neutral 
states  hereafter  are  quite  likely  to  be  settled  by  the  precedents  which  arise 
during  ouf  present  civil  war.  Great  Britain,  as  we  think,  must  ultimately  be 
as  deeply  concerned  as  we  are  in  preserving  in  the  greatest  vigor  the  cordial' 
principle  of  non-intervention. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 


No.  761.]  Department  op  State, 

Woikington,  November  16,  18G3. 
Sir  :  I  enclose  a  copy  of  executive  document  No.  103,  1st  session  33d  Con- 
gress, which  contains  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Marcy  and  the  ministers 
«f  Great  Britain  and  France  here,  at  the  opening  of  the  Crimean  war.    Your 
attention  is  particularly  invited  to  that  part  of  the  correspond^qii^^frj^ii^  lelstet  J 
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to  the  expectationB  of  those  goyenunento  in  regsrd  to  Ibe  oqidpiieBt  of  fnw9^ 
teers  in  this  cormtiy. 

I  am,  sir,  jour  obedimt  servant^ 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Hon.  Gharlb(i  Fbancis  Adamb,  Esq.,  ^.,  i^.,  ^c 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adam*. 


No.  762.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  November  17, 1863. 

Sib  :  Yonr  despatch  of  October  29  (No.  526)  has  been  received.  I  thank 
70a  for  the  newspaper  debates  which  yon  have  Aimished  me  on  the  subject  of 
the  armed  naval  expeditions  prepared  in  British  ports. 

I  think  you  have  lightly  derived  the  existing  embarrassments  of  the  Britidi 

Svemment  in  regard  to  our  affairs  from  the  one  cause — ^the  error  of  inveatii^ 
I  insurgents  with  a  belligerent  character. 

The  latest  incidents  disdose  that  the  insurgents,  so  long  tolerated  and  praeti- 
callv  cherished  within  the  realm,  have  at  last,  by  natural  consequence,  had  the 
hardihood  to  organize  in  the  British  provinces,  adjacent  to  our  ports,  with 
design  for  a  border  campaign*  It  seems  surprising  that  they  have  not  earlier 
made  this  attempt.  The  Canadian  authorities,  desirous  of  peace  and  beneficial 
commerce  with  us,  have  not  been  slow  to  discover  the  duties  devcJved  upoa 
them  by  comity  and  international  law,  and  they  have  acted  promptly  and 
effeetivelv  in  fulfiUing  those  obligations.  Her  Mtyesly's  government  cannot 
fail,  I  thmk,  to  approve  of  this  course,  because  it  is  conservative  of  their  trans- 
Atlantic  empire.  It  seems  to  me,  also,  that  they  cannot  easily  undervalue  the 
good  CeuDi  and  candor  of  this  government  in  its  proceedings  m  regard  to  this 
new  class  of  embarrassments.  It  is  certain  that  m  such  attempts  as  the  inaor- 
gents  are  so  audaciously  makinff  in  Canada,  we  might  look  for  occasions  of 
offence,  if  we  were  disposed  to  be  aggressive  or  unfiriendly  to  Great  Britain. 
We  shall  probably  pass  through  the  present  difficuliies  easily,  but  other  plots 
will  follow.  Certainly  the  insurgents  are  inventive,  bold,  and  enterprising. 
Their  schemes  are  suggestive.  They  have  failed  because  of  deficiency  of  mate- 
rial power  and  moral  strength  in  the  insurrection  itself.  They  are  disturbers  of 
the  peace  at  home,  and  nothing  more  here.  They  are  disturbers  of  the  neaoe 
of  £urope,  and  can  be  nothing  more  there.  Slaveholders,  seeking  to  subvert 
justice  and  establish  slavery,  uiey  have  not  even  strength  enough  to  destroy 
the  Union.  How  idle  are  all  the  European  policies  which  assume  that  sudi 
architects  can  build  and  maintain  states !  When  shall  we  see  the  governments 
of  Great  Britain  and  France  apprehending  this  truth  %  What  new  and  unneces- 
sary complications  are  we  to  go  through  before  they  discover  and  act  upon  itt 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  4^^.,  ^. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 


No.  637.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  November  19,  1863. 

8m :  Despatches  from  the  department,  munbered  firom  747  to  7d2,  inclusive, 
hare  been  received  at  this  legatfon.  ^^.^.^^^  ^^  GoOglc 
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The  eyents  of  the  wed:  have  been  of  more  than  nsnal  interest.  The  rather 
Bodden  demise  of  the  King  of  Denmark  has  added  one  more  to  the  already 
grave  complications  of  European  politicsi  as  a  question  of  disputed  succession 
comes  in  to  aggravate  the  old  difierences  between  Germany  and  Denmark,  re- 
specting the  relation  of  Schleswig  and  Holstein.  In  the  mean  time  the  responses 
to  the  invitation  of  the  Emperor  of  France  come  in  slowly,  and  with  hesitation 
about  conditions  not  altogether  welcome.  The  uneasiness  as  to  the  future  has 
increased,  until,  in  some  of  the  great  coomiarcial  points  on  the  continent,  it  has 
reached  a  state  of  panic.  Most  of  ihe  txading  houses  are  busy  in  c<mtracting 
their  operations  in  anticipation  of  a  rupture  in  the  spring.  The  drain  of  the 
precious  metals  eastward  has  now  continued  so  long  as  to  call  for  a  rapid  advance 
of  the  rate  of  interest  in  all  the  markets  of  Europe,  without,  as  yet,  producing 
a  sensible  check.  The  evidences  of  restlessness,  and  of  the  sense  of  insecurity, 
multiply.  The  conviction  is  strong  that  things  will  not  remain  nmch  longer  as 
they  are  now,  though  no  one  pretends  to  foresee  the  precise  form  of  trouble  that 
may  ensue.  Even  the  proposed  Congress,  should  it  finally  be  assembled,  is 
viewed  as  fSsur  more  likely  to  terminate  in  a  rupture  tkui  in  a  pacification  and 
general  disarmament. 

In  the  same  degree  that  the  public  mind  of  Europe  becomes  absorbed  in  these 
domestic  speculations,  will  the  struggle  in  the  United  States  deoHne  in  interest 
The  cotton  question  has  been  so  far  disposed  of  as  to  render  the  possibility  6f 
the  reopening  of  the  American  supply  a  matter  of  quite  as  much  daneer  to 
exisdng  interests  as  of  possible  benefit.  I  think  I  perceive  a  gradual  but 
steady,  relaxation  of  the  policy  of  settled  hostility  to  the  United  States,  which 
waa  aidopted  here  soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  war.  I  am  growing  very 
hopdnl  that  the  way  is  opening  to  the  maintenance  of  peace  between  the  two 
countries  throughout  the  period  of  our  great  trials:  indeed,  with  any  aveiaee 
amount  of  further  success  in  the  field,  I  should  venture  to  say  it  was  tolerably 
secure. 

I  shall  make  the  pending  proceedings  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  on  the 
motion  for  a  new  trial  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandnh  the  subject  of  a  separate 
despatch  at  the  latest  moment  before  the  closing  of  the  bag.  Meanwhile  I  b^ 
to  caU  your  attention  to  a  very  fair  pamphlet  on  the  Enlistment  Act,  by  Mr.  F. 
W.  Gibbs,  just  published,  a  copy  of  which  I  tmnsmit  herewith. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FBANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 


Mr,  Adanu  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Ko.  539.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  November  19,  1863. 

BiB:  Hating  received  copies  of  some  depositions  Mr.  Underwood,  the  consul 
at  Glasgow,  h^  caused  to  be  prepared  and  sent  in  to  the  collector  of  this  port, 
touching  the  construction  and  outfit  of  the  steamer  Canton,  alias  the  Pampero* 
I  concluded  to  transmit  them  to  Lord  Russell,  together  with  a  note.  Copies  of 
this  note,  of  the  other  papers,  and  of  his  lordship's  acknowledgment,  are  here- 
with transmitted.  There  is  increasing  difficulty  m  obtaining  evidence  of  intent 
since  the  animus  of  the  government  has  become  the  source  of  greater  apprehend 
sion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FBANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  C^nir\n]o 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C.  ^^  '^^' ''  ^OOgie 
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Mr.  Adatns  to  Earl  Russell. 

Lboation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  November  14,  1863* 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  anbinit  to  your  oonsideration  copies  of  a 
number  of  additional  depositions  taken  b^ore  the  collector  at  Glasgow,  all  going 
to  corroborate  the  evidence  already  presented,  tonching  the  outfit  and  prepara- 
tion of  the  steamer  Canton,  alias  Pampero,  for  objects  similar  to  those  now 
prosecuted  by  the  Japan,  alias  the  Georgia,  issued  ^m  the  same  port 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  oonsideration 
with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be»  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  ifc.,  4^.,  ^. 


Deposition  qf  W.  L,  Ukdenoood. 

I,  Warner  Lewis  Underwood,  of  No.  6  Newton  Terrace,  Sanchfehall  street,  !n  the  citj-  of 
Glugow,  in  the  county  of  Lanark,  make  oath  and  sajr,  that  I  am  oon«u]  of  the  United 
States  of  America  for  the  port  of  Glasgow  and  it«  dependencies ;  that  I  have  now  resided 
in  Glasgow  in  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  said  consulate  for  upwards  of  one  year ;  Uiat 
shortly  after  my  arrival  here,  my  attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that  there  was  being 
built  in  the  ship-yard  of  Messrs.  James  and  George  Thompson,  of  Glasgow,  a  vessel-of-war, 
for  the  use  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  then  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States 
of  America,  known  as  the  Bam,  and  now  in  process  of  construction  and  unlaunched  in  the 
yard  of  the  said  James  and  George  Thompson,  being  a  formidable  iron-clad  veseel-of-war ; 
that  some  months  ago  I  learned  that  a  further  vessel  was  in  course  of  construction  by  the 
said  James  and  George  Thompson,  aod  the  said  last-mentioned  vessel  has  been  recen  tl j 
launched  from  the  ship-yard  of  the  said  James  and  George  Thompson,  and  is  now  lying  in 
the  river  Clyde,  at  or  near  to  the  foot  of  Finnestin  street,  Broomidan ;  that  my  attention 
was  further  directed  to  the  construction  of  such  vessels-of-war,  and  to  the  object  of  their 
construction,  by  a  perusal  of  the  intercepted  correspondence  between  the  agents  of  the 
confederates  in  America  and  those  in  Europe,  which  is  more  particularly  referred  to  In  the 
accompanying  affidavit  of  Mr.  Thomas  Haines  Dudley,  to  which  reference  is  here  mad^ 
and  which  is  adopted  and  made  part  of  this  affidavit,  a  copy  of  said  correspondence  having 
been  sent  to  me  by  the  United  States  Secretary  of  State ;  that  before  being  launched,  the 
said  last-mentioned  vessel  had  gilded  on  her  stem  the  words  '*  Canton,  London  ;"  that  on 
the  day  she  was  launched  the  word  "Canton"  had  disappeared,  and  the  word  *'  Pampero" 
was  gilded  where  it  had  been,  and  also  was  seen  on  a  flag  which  floated  from  one  of  her 
masts ;  that  I  was  present  on  the  immediate  opposite  side  of  the  Clyde  at  the  time  of  the 
launch,  the  river  being  there,  in  my  Judgment  and  opinion,  about  two  hundred  yards 
wide ;  that  I  was  in  full  view  of  the  ship,  and,  besides,  had  a  strong  glass  with  which  to 
aid  my  vision ;  that  there  were  not  a  great  many  persons  present,  but  I  had  pointed  oat  to 
me,  by  a  gentleman  who  knew  them,  Messrs.  James  G^Ibraith  and  Robert  Henderson, 
known  members  of  the  firm  of  Patrick  Henderson  &  Co.,  and  recognized  agents  in  Glasgow 
of  W.  S.  Unsay  &  Co.,  of  London ;  that  Uxese  two  gentlemen,  in  company  with  one  or  two 
Others  whom  I  did  not  know,  immediately  prior  to  the  launch  of  said  ship,  took  an  active 
And  conspicuous  part  in  looking  after  ^he  preparations  of  the  launch,  giving,  apparently, 
directions  concerning  it ;  that  On  the  day  after  the  launch,  the  following  notice  of  it  was 
published  In  the  same  words  in  the  Journal,  MaH,  and  Herald^  newspapers  punished  in 
Glasgow: 

''Messrs.  James  and  George  Thompson  launched,  yesterday,  from  their  building  yard  at 
Goran,  a  screw  steamer  of  about  1,000  tons  register.  This  vessel  has  been  constructed  fot 
London  owners,  and  as  she  took  the  water,  was  named  the  *  Pampero,'  by  Mrs.  GalbraMi* 
Alter  the  launch,  the  friends  of  the  owners  and  builders  present  adjourned  to  ih«  model 
room,  when  the  usual  good  wishes,  on  such  occasions,  were  expressed  and  responded  to." 

That  prior  to  the  launch  of  said  ship,  I  had  frequently  seen  her,  and  I  state  that  she  was 
at  first  constructed  with  eight  port-holes,  plainly  to  be  seen ;  that  a  short  time,  say  a  week 
or  ten  days,  before  she  was  launched,  those  port-holes  were  carefiilly  closed,  and  effaced  by 
putty  and  paint,  or  other  material,  so  that  no  trace  could  be  seen  of  them,  ezceptihat  the 
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hingM  of  their  doors  were  visible ;  that  I  have  the  followfng  distinct  items  of  ioformaEtion 
touching  said  vessel,  which  I  fully  and  sincerely  believe  to  be  tme,  most  of  which  can  be 
verified  and  established  by  an  inspection  of  the  vessel,  to  wit : 

1 .  That  in  addition  to  the  port-holes  above  spoken  of  and  referred  to,  she  was  at  first 
constructed  with  eye  or  ring  bolts,  corresponding  with  said  port*  holes,  suited  for  and 
intended  to  handle  guns ;  that  these  eye-bolts,  wiUi  one  or  two  exceptions,  hav%been  re- 
moved, and  the  places  where  they  were  have  been  disguised  by  facings  on  the  bulwarks, 
and  the  eye-bolts  stowed  away  to  be  inserted  hereafter. 

2.  That  she  had  magasines  constructed ;  these  have  been  attempted  to  be  concealed  and 
disguispd  under  the  appearance  of  water-tanks. 

3.  That  she  has  one  hundred  and  fifty  lockers,  and  sixteen  mess-racks,  or  more,  for  eight 
men  each. 

i.  That  she  has  about  fifteen  holes  or  apertures  in  the  bottom,  duly  secured  by  valvea 
and  stop-cocks,  for  the  rapid  introduction  of  water  Into  her  hold,  with  an  appropriate 
number  of  pumps  to  pump  it  out  again  as  required. 

5.  That  her  machinery  and  boilers  are  those  of  a  war  vessel,  all  under  the  water-line, 
and  thus  out  of  reach  of  an  enemy's  shot,  whilst  at  the  same  time  they  occupy  much  of 
the  space  appropriated  to  cargo  in  a  merchant  vessel. 

6.  Tnat  the  form,  material,  and  arrangements  of  her  propeller  indicate  that  she  is  a 
vessel-of-war. 

7.  That  her  bulwarks  are  about  seven  feet  high,  so  as  to  conceal  her  crew  from  the  sight 
of  an  opposing  vessel,  and  to  afford  them  protection. 

8.  That  on  her  cut- water  or  bow,  immediately  under  the  bowsprit,  is  painted  or  gilded 
a  miniatare  figure,  about  a  foot  high,  of  the  goddess  of  liberty,  with  a  staff  la  her  hand^ 
en  which  is  surmounted  a  liberty  cap,  and  what  is  intended,  I  believe,  the  palmetto  plant, 
is  springing  up  around  her  feet.  I  further  state  that  I  have  been  informed,  and  verily 
believe,  that  the  contract  with  the  Messrs.  Thompson  for  the  building  of  said  ship 
Pampero  was  and  is  entered  iuto  with  a  certain  party  acting  as  the  agents  of  the  so-called 
Confederate  States  of  America ;  that  Captain  Sinclair,  mentioned  in  the  exhibit  (D)  to  Mr* 
Dudley's  affidavit,  together  with  Messrs.  Tennent  and  North,  officers  of  the  confederate 
navy,  have  been  spending  most  of  this  yeaur,  and  perhaps  a  part  of  last,  in  Glasgow  and  its 
vidnity,  and,  according  to  my  information  and  belief,  giving  necessary  oversight  and 
attention  to  the  coustruction  of  said  vessel  and  the  ram  first  mentioned ;  that  from  the 
foregoing  facts,  and  the  affidavits  of  Thomas  Haines  Dudley,  John  Latham,  Archibald 
MoClellan,  and  William  Dryer,  and  facts  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge  in  a  confi- 
dential manner,  and  which  I  am  not  now  at  liberty  to  use,  1  am  satisfied,  and  fully  believe, 
said  vessel  Pampero  is  a  war  vessel,  built  and  intended  for  the  so-called  Confederate  States 
in  America,  to  commit  acts  of  hostility  and  make  war  upon  the  government  and  people  of 
the  United  States. 

W.  L.  UNDERWOOD. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  custom-house  in  Glasgow,  on  the  18th  day  of  November,  188S. 

FRED.  W.  TREVOR,  Co«ec«of. 


Depofition  qf  Thomtu  H,  DudUy. 

I,  Thomas  Haines  Dudley,  of  No.  3  Wellesley  Terrace,  Prince's  Park,  Liverpool,  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster  esquire,  do  solemnly,  sincerely,  and  truly  affirm  and  declare  that  tbd 
taking  of  an  oath  is  contrary  to  my  conscientious  scruples,  and  I  do  also  solemnly^ 
sincerely,  and  truly  affirm  and  declare  as  follows :  That  I  am  the  consul  of  the  United 
States  of  America  for  the  port  of  Liverpool  and  Its  dependeocies ;  that  soon  after  the 
publication  hereinafter  referred  to  I  received  information  from  the  government  of  the 
United  States  that  certain  correspondence  between  the  government  of  the  so-called  Con- 
federate States  of  America  and  their  agents  to  their  representatives  and  agents  in  Europe 
had  been  intercepted,  and  that  the  same  was  then  in  the  hands  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  of  America ;  that  soon  after  I  had  received  the  above  information  I  received 
from  the  State  Department  of  the  United  States  a  oopy  of  the  Daily  National  Intelligencer, 
published  at  Washington,  on  Saturday,  the  17th  day  of  January,  1863,  containing  tlid 
publieaticHa  of  said  intercepted  correspondence ;  tliat  I  now  refer  to  the  said  copy  of  the 
said  nevTspaper,  which  is  annexed  and  signed  by  me  as  relative  hereto,  and  particularly  to 
certain  portions  of  said  correspondence  and  memorandum  therein  published,  oonsistiag : 
I.  Of  duplicate  letter  from  Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr.  Mason,  dated  October  26,  1862.  2.  Letter 
from  George  N.  Sanders  to  Reed  Sanders,  dated  August  5,  1862.  3.  Unsigned  letter  or 
memoxaadum,  (without  date,}  addressed  to  the  Hon.  B.  B.  Mallory,  secretary  qfjthe^av^. ' 


1278  IMPLOICATIC    COBRESPOITDBNCE. 

4.  Memoraiidnm  following  the  last  mentioned  nnsigned  letter  or  memorandnmf  wUlKNit 
date  or  address.  6.  Letter  from  Mr.  8.  B.  Mallory,  secretary  of  the  naTj,  to  tiie  Hon.  C. 
O.  Memminger,  secretary  of  the  treacory,  dated  October  27,  1861.  6.  Letter  from  Ur. 
MemmlDger  to  Mr.  Mallory,  <kted  October  SO.  186S.  7.  Letter  from  Mr.  Malloiy  to  Mr. 
Mason,  dated  October  30,  1863 ;  which  said  letters  aad  memoranda  are  marked  A,  B,  0,  D, 
E,  F,  an#  G,  respectively,  on  said  oopy  of  nevrepaper,  and  ioittalled  by  me  as  relative 
thereto  ;  that  since  the  pablioation  in  the  newspaper  above  motioned  of  the  said  inter- 
cepted correspondence,  I  have  received  from  the  State  Department  the  original  manuscripts 
Ikom  which  the  aforesaid  publication  was  made,  and  I  have  the  said  oiiginal  mannscripts  in 
my  possession  at  Liverpool,  and  am  prepared  to  prodooe  them  when  required  by  theM^ter 
aatlM>rities ;  that  I  understand  and  believe  the  hoose  of  Galbraith  &  Co.,  referred  to  in 
memorandum  D,  before  mentioned,  is  the  same  house  as  Messrs.  Patrick  Henderson  &  Oom- 
paoy,  of  Glasgow,  of  which  firm  Mr.  James  Galbraith  is,  I  believe,  one  of  the  partners. 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Affirmed  at  the  custom-house,  Glasgow,  the  10th  day  of  November,  1863. 

FRED.  W.  TBEVOB,  CbBfffer. 


D^poMmKf  John  Latham, 

I,  John  Latham,  of  No.  8  Douglas  street,  in  the  city  of  Glasgow,  and  county  of  lAnerk, 
make  oath  and  say :  That  I  am  an  engineer,  and  have  served  as  engineer  of  steamers  for 
the  last  eight  years ;  that  I  have  served  on  board  of  war-ships  for  five  years,  and  for  about 
five  months  I  served  as  fireman  on  board  of  the  Alabama ;  that  I  have  also  served  fn  the 
merchant  service  for  about  four  years ;  that  I  have  seen  the  vessel  called  the  Pampero, 
whidi  has  been  recently  launched  from  the  sbip-bnilding  yard  of  Messrs.  James  and  G«erge 
Thompeon,  of  Glasgow ;  that  I  was  on  board  of  her  before  she  was  launched ;  that  nine 
port-holes  were  pierced  on  each  side  of  said  ship,  and  one  of  these  port-holes  on  each  side 
appeared  to  be  intended  as  a  gangway :  that  before  said  ship  was  launched  the  said  port- 
holes, with  the  exception  of  one  on  each  side,  were  dosed  with  movable  shnttem,  rad 
these  movable  shutters  were  secured  by  rivets  on  the  inside,  and  I  saw  the  joints  or  seams 
where  the  shutters  met  filled  up  with  red  lead  putty  and  painted  over,  and  nothing  is  now 
visible  of  the  aforesaid  port-hol^s  but  the  hinges  of  the  said  movable  shutters ;  that  I 
observed  rings  or  eye-bolts  on  the  side  of  the  said  ship  on  each  side  of  each  of  the  said 
port-holes  ;  that  I  afterwards  saw  some  of  these  rings  or  eye-bolts  removed,  and  the  aides 
of  ti&e  ship  are  now  cased  over,  and  the  places  intended  for  fastening  on  these  rings  or  eje- 
bolts  are  not  now  visible  ;  that  I  have  always  seen  similar  rings  or  eye-boHs  in  the  meiHol- 
war  in  whidi  I  have  served,  and  they  are  used  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  guns  and  of 
moving  them  backwards  and  forwards ;  that  in  the  merchant  vessels  In  which  I  have  sailed, 
I  never  saw  such  rings  or  eye- bolts  as  I  have  described,  and  there  is  no  use  for  them  in 
merchant^^essels ;  that  the  name  Canton,  London,  was  at  first  gilded  upon  the  stem  of  the 
said  ship,  .but  that  ))efore  the  said  ship  was  launched  that  name  was  changed  to  Pampero ; 
that  I  believe  the  said  ship  was  known  and  designated  in  the  yard  of  Messrs.  James  and 
George  Thompson  as  the  frigate,  and  on  one  occasion  when  I  was  in  the  yard,  I  asked  for 
one  Charles  Gibson,  who  liu&d  been  in  the  employment  of  Messrs.  Thompson,  and  I  was 
informed  by  one  of  the  engineers  working  in  the  yard  that  he  did  not  know  the  man,  but 
that  if  I  went  over  to  the  frigate  (pointing  to  the  said  vessel  now  called  the  Pampero)  I 
would  likely  find  him  there ;  that  the  bulwarks  of  said  ship  are  between  seven  and  e%ht 
feet  in  height ;  that  I  have  seen  the  boilers  and  engines  of  said  vessel ;  that  the  boilers  are 
four  in  number « and  are  flat  in  construction ;  that  the  engines  are  horizontal,  and  the 
whole,  both  boilers  and  engines,  are  under  the  water-line ;  that  the  construction  of  the 
boilers  is  such  as  to  take  up  a  deal  of  carrying  space,  which  would  not  suit  a  merdiant 
vessel ;  that  in  order  to  save  space,  a  merchant  ship  would  likely  have  two  boilers  in  place 
of  four,  and  such  boilers  could  be  made  of  the  same  extent  of  the  Pampero,  by  being  con- 
structed, as  is  usual  in  merchant  ships,  above  the  water-line ;  that  the  said  ship  appears  to 
be  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  length,  and  between  forty  and  fifty  in  beam ;  tiiat 
from  the  whole  construction  and  build  of  the  said  ship,  I  consider  and  declare  that  tiie  fluid 
ship  is  intended  and  adapted  for  warlike  purposes,  and  not  for  mercantile  service. 

JOHN  LATHAM. 

Bwom  hefoire  me  at  the  onstom-honae  in  Glasgow,  this  10th  day  of  November,  1863. 

FEED.  W.  IBEVOE,  OiBider. 
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DtpiManrf  WiOiam  Daytr. 

I,  William  Payer,  ihlp-joiDer,  of  No.  29  Salisbaiy  street,  in  the  oity  of  Glasgow,  and 
eonnty  of  Lanark,  make  oath  and  lay :  That  I  am  presently  in  the  employment  of  Meeers, 
James  and  George  Thompson,  ship-bailders  in  Glasgow,  and  have  been  in  their  employ- 
ment for  the  last  three  weeks ;  that  a  yessel  has  been  recently  launched  firom  the  ship^ 
boilding  yard  of  Measra.  James  and  George  Thompson  called  the  Pampero ;  that  preTions 
to  being  launched  the  name  Canton,  London,  was  gilded  on  said  ship's  stem,  and  the  day 
before  Sie  said  ship  was  launched  her  name  was  changed  to  Pampero ;  that  I  have  been 
many  times  on  board  of  said  yessel,  while  in  course  of  construction ;  that  the  said  yessel 
has  eight  port-holes,  besides  one  lai^o  one  on  each  side ;  that  the  large  one  might  serre  as 
a  gangway ;  that  these  port-holes  were  seen  open  by  me,  but  that  they  were  afterwards 
closed,  and  still  remain  closed ;  that  the  port-holes  have  been  closed  up  by  the  movable 
shutters  being  secured  on  the  inside  by  bolti,  and  the  joints  or  seams  doted  up,  and  nothing 
is  now  visible  of  the  port-holes  save  the  hinges ;  ttuit  rings  or  eye-bolts  were  fitted  on  the 
deck  of  said  bhip  on  each  side  of  each  of  the  port-holes ;  that  the  object  of  these  rings  or  eye- 
bolts  appeared  to  be  to  festen  guns,  and  serve  as  a  means  of  moving  them  backwards  and  for- 
wards ;  that  seven  of  these  rings  or  eye-bolts  on  each  side  were  removed  before  the  lannch, 
and  the  places  where  they  were  filled  up  have  been  lined  up ;  that  the  ring  or  eye-bolts 
opposite  one  port-Hole  on  each  side  of  the  vessel  of  the  bows  still  remain ;  that  the  bul- 
warks of  said  vessel  are  about  seven  feet  in  height ;  that  there  are  about  fifteen  stop-cocka 
and  valves  on  the  bottom  of  the  said  ship,  with  grating  on  the  outside ;  that  some  of  these 
are  very  close  to  ooe  another;  that  the  number  of  the  stop-oocks  and  valves  is  more  tluui 
are  required  for  the  purposes  of  the  engines,  and  for  ordinary  ship  purposes,  and  I  beKevo 
that  the  extra  number  have  been  fitted  with  a  view  to  adapt  the  said  ship  to  warlike  pur- 
poses, and  among  others  to  drown  the  magazine  in  case  of  need ;  that  a  magaifne  was 
fitted  in  the  after  part  of  the  said  ship,  and  consisted  of  four  compartments,  with  a  hole  on 
the  top  of  each  large  enough  to  admit  a  man,  and  there  Is  a  hatch  on  each  hole ;  that  t 
was  informed  by  a  carpenter  who  was  working  on  board  of  the  said  ship,  and  about  the 
said  compartments,  that  these  compartments  formed  the  magastne,  and  I  believe  that  they 
were  adapted  for  that  purpose ;  that  there  were  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  lockers  fitted 
up  in  said  ship  along  the  side  in  the  forecastle  between  decks ;  that  these  were  all  taken 
down,  marked  and  numbered,  and  packed  away  before  the  said  vessel  was  launched ;  that 
abteen  mess-racks  have  been  made  for  the  use  of  said  vessel,  and  more  are  to  be  made, 
and  that  each  of  said  mess-racks  contains  places  for  dibhes  for  eight  men ;  that  from  the 
Dumber  of  lockers  and  mess-racks  thus  constructed  for  said  ship,  tatien  in  connexion  with 
other  circumstances,  I  am  of  the  opinion,  and  believe,  that  the  said  ship  is  not  intended  or 
built  for  mercantile  service ;  that  I  cannot  state  with  accuracy  the  measurements  of  said 
Tesfel,  but  I  think  her  length  is  about  two  hundred  feet,  or  upwards,  and  her  water-mark 
about  fifteen  feet  at  the  bow,  and  sixteen  feet  at  the  stem ;  that  I  cannot  state  the  breadth 
of  her  beam,  but  she  is  of  very  fine  proportions,  and  I  believe  her  tonnage  to  be  aboat 
ooe  thousand  tons,  builder's  measurement ;  that  the  general  belief  among  tiie  workmen  in 
ihe  yard  is  that  the  sdd  vessel  is  built  as  a  vessel-of-war  for  the  Confederate  States  of 
Arnica,  and  since  I  have  commenced  to  work  in  the  yard  of  the  said^ames  and  George 
Thompson,  such  has  been  the  universal  reputation  as  to  said  ship  among  my  fellow-work- 
men ;  that  among  us  she  generally  went  by  the  name  of  *' another  Alabama,"  '*  another 
290,"  and  such  like  names. 

WILLUM  DAYEB, 

Bwom  before  me  at  the  custom-house  in  Glssgow,  this  10th  day  of  November,  1863. 

FREDBBICK  W.  TREVOB,  OoiUehr. 


DtjtotUion  qf  William  Oxk. 

I,  William  Cook,  of  Na  1,  Clermont  street,  in  the  city  of  Glasgow,  and  county  of  Lanark, 
make  oath  and  say  :  That  I  am  a  ship  broker  and  commission  merchant  in  Glasgow ;  that 
I  was  present  at  the  launch  of  the  ship  called  the  Pampero,  on  the  29th  of  October,  1863, 
from  the  ship-yard  of  Messrs.  James  and  George  Thompson,  ship-builders,  Glasgow;  that 
I  am  acquainted  with  Messrs.  Bobert  Henderson  and  James  CJialbraith,  ship  brokers  in 
Glasgow,  and  partner!  of  the  firm  of  ^strlck  Henderson  k  Co.,  merchants  in  Glasgow; 
that  the  saki  firm  of  Patrick  Henderson  &  Co.  are  reputed  to  act  as  agents  in  Glasgow  of 
the  firm  of  W.  8.  Lindsay  &  Co.,  of  London ;  that  on  the  aforesaid  occasion  of  the  launch 
of  the  said  ship  Pampero,  I  saw  the  said  Bobert  Henderson  and  a  per^jMiJ^lJ^ved  ^^joe  $(^ 
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be  JajDoes  Galbraith  present,  and  apparently  acting  as  If  interested  therein ;  that  I  after- 
wards noticed  In  the  reports  which  appeared  in  the  Glasgow  newspapers  of  the  followlDg 
day,  tliat  the  said  ship  Pampero  had  been  christened  by  Mrs.  Galbraith ;  tliat  I  particolarly 
observed  the  said  ship  when  being  lannched,  and  having  been  for  many  years  a  master  in 
the  merchant  service,  I  am  able  to  judge  of  the  appearance  and  bnild  of  said  ship ;  that 
from  the  general  appearance  and  build  of  said  ship,  as  so  seen  and  observed  by  me,  I  de- 
clare that  she  appeared  to  me  te  be  a  vessel  intended  for  war,  and  not  for  mercantile  service; 
that  her  appearance  impressed  me  with  the  belief  that  she  was  adapted  for  war  porposei, 
and  not  for  mercantile  service. 

WILLIAM  CX)OK. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  costom-honae  in  Glasgow,  this  10th  day  of  November,  1863. 

FREDERICK  W.  TREVOR,  OoOtelor. 


Dtpotiiion  qf  Archibald  MddOm, 

I,  Archibald  McLellan,  joiner,  of  No.  45,  EgHnton  street,  In  the  city  of  Glasgow  and 
county  of  Lanark,  make  oath  and  say  : 

That  I  have  been  employed  in  ship-building  yards  as  a  joiner  for  tbe  last  nine  yean ; 
that  I  was  informed  about  five  months  ago,  by  James  Henning,  joiner,  in  the  employmtrnt 
of  Messrs.  James  and  George  Thompson,  that  they  were  building  a  ram  and  a  privateer  in 
the  yard  of  Messrs.  James  and  George  Thompson,  for  tbe  C!onfederate  Btates  of  America; 
that  we  had  been  conversing  about  tbe  screw  steamer  Georgia,  wliich  had  about  that  time 
sailed  from  the  Clyde,  as  a  privateer,  and  in  the  course  of  our  conversation  the  said  Jamet 
Henning  volunteered  the  above  information  regarding  the  ram  and  the  privateer ;  tliat 
about  three  weeks  ago  I  casually  met  one  Einlock,  a  carpenter,  in  the  employment  of  tbe 
said  James  and  George  Thompson,  and  in  the  course  of  conversation  he  stated  that  he  wu 
engaged  fitting  up  magazines  on  board  of  the  new  vessel  built  by  the  said  James  and 
George  Thompson  called  the  Pampero,  and  he  said  he  was  fitting  them  up  as  water  tanks; 
that  the  said  Kinlock  further  stated  that  the  vessel  had  been  fitted  up  with  measrooms  for 
a  large  crew,  and  that  these  had  been  taken  down  and  marked,  with  a  view  to  be  pat  op 
again ;  that  I  have  frequently  seen  tbe  said  ship  Pampero  while  in  tbe  course  of  construc- 
tion, and  about  seven  weeks  ago  I  saw  her  lying  in  the  yard  of  the  said  James  and  George 
Thompson,  and  I  observed  that  there  wrre  eight  port  holes  pierced  in  the  side  of  tbe  said 
ship  which  was  towards  me,  three  of  which  port-holes  were  larger  than  the  other  five,  and 
might  be  used  as  well  for  gangways  as  for  the  sweep  of  pivot-guns  ;  that  the  said  port- 
holes were  then  open ;  that  since  the  said  ship  was  launched,  I  have  seen  her  on  frequent 
occasions,  and  I  then  observed  that  the  port-holes  above  mentioned,  with  one  or  two  ex- 
ceptions, have  been  closed  up,  and  nothing  is  visible  of  these  port-holes  but  the  hinges ; 
that  on  one  occasion,  in  tbe  course  of  last  week,  I  was  on  board  of  said  ship,  as  she  lay  in 
the  river  Clyde,  and  I  observed  four  eye- bolts  opposite  certain  of  the  port-holes,  which  I 
saw  were  intended  for  securing  g\in%;  that  on  frequent  occasions,  besides  those  above 
referred  to,  I  liave'  heard  from  various  persons  in  the  employment  of  the  said  James  and 
George  Thompson  that  the  said  ship  Pampero  was  being  built  for  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  and  the  said  ship  had  the  universal  reputation  among  these  persons  of  being  a 
vessel-of-war  or  privateer  for  the  Confederate  States ;  that  the  construction  of  said  ship  is, 
in  my  opinion,  in  accordance  with  that  reputation,  and  in  the  course  of  my  experience  I 
have  not  seen  a  vessel  built  for  the  merchant  service  of  similar  construction  as  the  said 
ship  Pampero,  and  I  believe  that  the  said  ship  Pampero  is  built  for  warlike  purposes,  snd 
not  for  the  merchant  service. 

ARCHIBALD  McLELLAN. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  custom-house  in  Glasgow,  this  10th  day  of  November,  1B63. 

FREDERICK  W.  TREVOR,  OMeetor. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  November  16, 1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th 
instant,  enclosing  further  papers  respecting  the  Canton,  and  I  have  to  state  to 
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yon  that  I  have  loBt  no  time  in  forwarding  copies  of  the  same  to  the  proper  de- 
partment of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yonr  moQt  obedient, 
bumble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Chaslbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  8fc.j  Sfc.,  ifc. 


Mr!  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 


No.  540.J  Lbgation  op  thb  United  States, 

LoTtdoHf  November  19,  1863. 

Sir:  I  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  pamphlet  mentioned  in  my  despatch  of  last 
week.  No.  533,  of  12th  November,  to  Lord  Russell,  with  a  note,  calling  his  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  the  author  is  a  British  subject,  who  was  enlisted  in 
England '  in  an  unlawful  enterprise.  His  lordship  has  acknowledged  the  re- 
ception of  both.  Copies  of  the  notes  are  herewith  transmitted. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  November  14,  1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  printed  copy  of  the  private  journal 
of  an  officer  of  the  steamer  Alabama,  which  seems  to  have  been  furnished  by 
the  author  for  publication  in  the  South  African  Advertiser  and  Mail,  at  Cape 
Town,  in  which  newspaper  it  first  appeared  on  the  19th  of  September  last. 
The  author  appears  to  oe  Mr.  O.  T.  Fullam,  a  British  subject,  belonging  to 
Hull.  I  beff  permission  to  call  your  lordship's  attention  to  the  remarkable 
manner  in  which  the  narrative  corroborates  the  essential  portions  of  the  deposi- 
tion of  C.  R.  Youge,  heretofore  submitted  to  your  consideration,  some  attempts 
to  invalidate  which  were  made  in  the  course  of  the  trial  of  the  Alexandra.  It 
likewise  confirms,  in  almost  every  particular,  the  correctness  of  the  representa- 
tions which  I  had  the  honor  to  furnish  from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at 
Liverpool,  of  the  mode  in  which  the  gunboat  "  290"  was  originally  equipped, 
fftted  out  and  armed  from  that  port. 

I  likewise  pray  your  lordship's  attention  to  the  abu3e  shown  to  be  continually 
made  of  the  national  character  of  this  vessel,  in  the  fraudulent  assumption  of 
the  flag  or  of  the  name  of  any  other  nation,  at  pleasure,  whilst  on  the  high  seas. 
I  need  scarcely  say,  that  such  a  license  to  cover  piratical  depredations  has  only 
been  obtained  for  her  by  the  recognition  given  to  the  parties  in  America,  author- 
izing it,  as  a  belligerent,  abiding  by  the  established  rules  of  legitimate  warfare. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration 
with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Honorable  Earl  Russell,  ^.,  4^.,  ifc. 

81  M 
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Foreign  Office,  November  16, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th 
instant,  and  its  enclosure,  respecting  the  proceedings  of  the  "  Alabama." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dbc,  dbc,  dc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 


No.  542.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  November  20,  1863. 
Sir  :  Thus  far  the  progress  made  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra  has  been  slow. 
The  lawyers  engaged  in  the  defence  have  consumed  all  the  time  down  to  a  late 
hour  yesterday,  when  the  attorney  general  commenced  an  argument  in  favor  of 
his  motion.  I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  the  London  Times,  containing  a  re- 
port of  the  trial  so  far  as  it  has  gone.  It  is  evidently  much  abbreviated,  but  it 
will  suffice  to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  character  of  the  proceedings. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washingtony  D.  £7. 


[Encloeed.] 
The  Times  of  the  18th,  19th,  and  20th  November,  1863. 


THE  ALEXANDRA  CASE. 

Court  of  Exduquer,   November   17. 

Sittings  in  Banco,  at  WeBtmiDster.     Before  the  Lord  Chief  Baron,  Mr.  Baron  Bramwell, 
Mr.  Baron  Channell,  and  Mr.  Baron  Pigott. 

THE  ATTOBKEY  GENEBAL  V».  BILLBM  AND  OTHERS,  CLAIMING  THE  ALEXANDRA. 

Before  going  into  the  argumentB  of  to-day,  it  will  be  necessary,  perhiipB,  to  call  to  the 
recollection  of  our  readers  the  fac^s  of  this  case,  as  well  as  the  natnre  of  the  proceedings 
instituted  by  the  crown  against  the  defendants  In  the  year  1819  an  act,  familiarly 
known  as  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  was  pas?»ed,  and  the  present,  we  believe,  is  the  firi 
case  which  has  been  brought  to  trial  in  a  court  at  Westminster  Hall  under  it,  althoogh 
similar  proceedings  have  been  commenced  from  time  to  time,  but  never  bronght  to  an 
issue.  The  act  is  to  prevent  the  enlistment  or  engagement  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  to 
serve  in  foreign  service,  and  the  fitting  out  or  equipping  in  his  Majesty's  dominions  vessels 
for  warlike  purposes  without  his  Majesty's  license  The  seventh  section  of  the  foreign 
enlistment  act,  59  George  III,  cap  69,  enacts  that  if  any  peraon  within  any  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  or  in  any  part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions  beyond  the  seas,  shall,  with- 
out the  leave  and  license  of  his  Majesty  for  that  purpose  first  had  and  obtuned,  eqaip, 
furnish,  fit  out,  or  arm,  or  attempt  or  endeavor  to  equip,  furnish,  fit  out,  or  arm,  or  pro- 
cure to  be  equipped,  furnished,  fitted  out,  or  armed,  or  shall  knowingly  aid,  assist,  or  be 
concerned  in  the  equipping,  famishing,  fitting  out,  or  arming  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  with 
intent  or  in  order  that  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  employed  in  the  service  of  any  foreign 
prince,  state,  or  potentate,  or  of  any  foreign  colony,  province,  or  part  of  any  province  or 
people,  or  any  person  or  persons  exercising,  or  assuming  to  exercise,  any  power  of  gOTem- 


DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE.  1283 

ment  In  or  orer  any  foreign  state,  oolooy,  province,  or  part  of  any  province  or  people,  as^a 
transport  or  storeship,  or  with  intent  to  crnise  or  commit  hostilities  against  any  prince, 
sUte,  or  potentate,  or  against  the  subjects  or  citlseus  of  any  prioce,  state,  or  potentate,  or 
against  the  persons  exercising,  or  assuming  to  exercise,  the  powers  of  government  in  any 
colony,  province,  or  part  of  any  province  or  country,  or  against  the  inhabitants  of  any 
foreign  colony,  province,  or  part  of  any  province  or  country,  with  whom  his  Majesty  sliall 
not  then  be  at  war,  or  shall  within  the  United  Kingdom,  or  any  of  his  Majesty's 
dominions,  or  in  any  settlement,  colony,  territory,  island,  or  place  belonging  or  subject  to 
his  Majesty,  issue  or  deliver  any  commission  for  any  ship  or  vessel  to  the  iutent  that  snch 
ship  or  vessel  shall  be  employed  as  aforesaid,  every  such  person  so  off  nding  shall  be 
decnned  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof  upon  any  information 
or  indictment,  be  punished  by  tine  and  imprisonment,  or  either  of  them,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  court  in  which  such  offender  shall  be  convicted,  and  every  such  ship  or  vessel,  with 
the  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  together  with  all  the  materials,  arms,  ammunition,  and 
^res  which  may  belong  to  or  be  on  board  of  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  shall  be  forfeited ; 
and  It  shall  be  lawful  for  any  officer  of  his  Bfajesty's  customs  or  excise,  or  any  officer  of 
his  Majesty'^navy  who  is  by  law  empowered  to  make  seisures  far  any  forfeiture  Incurred 
under  any  of  the  laws  of  customs  or  excise,  or  the  laws  of  trade  or  navigation,  to  seise 
such  ships  and  vessels  aforesaid,  and  in  such  places  and  in  such  manner  in  which  the 
officers  of  his  Majesty's  customs  or  excise  and  the  officers  of  his  Majesty's  navy  are  empowered 
respectively  to  make  seizures  under  the  laws  of  customs  or  excise,  or  under  the  laws  of 
trade  and  navigation ;  and  that  every  such  ship  and  vessel,  with  the  tackle,  apparel,  and 
furniture,  together  with  all  the  materials,  arms,  ammunition,  and  stores  which  may 
belong  to  or  be  on  hoard  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  may  be  prosecuted  and  condemned  in 
the  like  manner,  and  in  such  courts  as  ships  or  vessels  may  be  prosecuted  and  condemned 
for  any  breach  of  the  laws  made  for  the  protection  of  the  revenues  of  customs  and  excise, 
or  of  the  laws  of  trade  and  navigation. 

Tliis  section  is  almost  a  counterpart  of  the  American  enlistment  act,  paased  in  Congress 
in  the  year  1818,  and  which  was  a  re-enactment  of  their  act  of  1794.  Nearly  all  the 
expressions  employed  in  the  American  act,  it  will  be  seen,  have  been  pulled  bodily  into 
the  British  act.  ilie  screw  steamer  Alexandra  was  built  at  liverpool,  by  Messrs.  Miller 
k  Sons,  ship-builders,  and  after  being  launched  was  taken  Into  the  Toxteth  dock  for  the 
purpose  of  being  fitted.  She  is  strongly  built  of  teak  wood,  her  gross  tonnage  being 
about  153  tons  by  the  new  mode  of  admeasurement,  and  her  registered  tonnage  83  tons. 
-*Her  masts  were  put  into  her,  the  rigging  commenced,  and  the  boiler  as  well  as  her 
screw  on  board,  when,  owing  to  some  information  with  which  the  government  had  been 
privately  furnished  from  time  to  time,  Mr.  Edward  Morgan,  the  surveyor  of  customs  at 
Liverpool,  who  had  watched  the  building  of  the  ship  from  the  beginning,  seized  her  on 
behalf  of  the  crown.  The  attorney  general  filed  an  information  claiming  the  forfeiture  of 
the  ship,  founded  on  the  above  section  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  against  William 
Cowley  Miller,  Thomas  Miller,  Charles  Kuhn  Prioleau,  James  lliomas  Welsman,  Eugene 
Teasier,  James  Bullock,  Mathew  Butcher,  Hermann  James  Sillem,  Henry  Berthon  Preston, 
Jacob  Willink,  and  David  Wilson  Thomas.  The  information  contains  ninety-eight  counts. 
The  first  count  charged  that  the  above  persons,  with  others  unknown,  before  the  making 
of  the  seizure,  without  any  leave  or  license  of  her  Majesty  for  that  purpose,  did  equip  the 
ship  with  intent  that  such  ship  should  be  employed  in  the  service  of  certain  foreign  states 
styling  themselves  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  with  intent  to  cruise  and  commit 
hostilities  against  a  certain  foreign  state  with  which  her  Majesty  was  not  then  at  war,  viz., 
the  republic  of  the  United  States  of  Ameiica,  contrary  to  the  statute,  whereby  the  vessel, 
together  with  the  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  became  and  was  forfeited.  The  second 
count  charged  that  the  same  persons,  with  others  unknown,  &c.,  did  equip  the  vessel  with 
Intent  that  she  should  be  employed  in  the  service  of  certain  foreign  states  styling  themselves 
the  Confederate  States  of  America,  with  intent  to  commit  hostilities  against  the  citizens  of 
the  republic  of  the  United  States  of  America,  contrary  to  the  statute,  whereby  the  ship, 
together  with  the  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  became  and  was  forfeited.  The  thUrd  count 
charged  that  the  same  persons,  with  others  unknown,  &c  ,  did  equip  the  said  ship  with  in- 
tent to  cruise  and  commit  hostilities  against  a  state  with  which  her  Majesty  was  not  then  at 
war — to  wit,  the  republic  of  the  United  States  of  America— contrary  to  the  statute,  whereby 
the  ship,  &c.,  l>ecame  forfeited.  The  fourth  count  charged  that  the  same  persons,  with 
others,  &c.,  did  equip  the  ship  with  intent  to  cruise  and  commit  hostilities  against  cititens 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  with  whom  and  with  which,  respectively,  her  Majesty  was 
not  then  at  war,  contrary  to  the  statute,  &c.  The  fifth  count  ciiarged  that  the  same  per- 
sons, &c.,  did  equip  the  ship  with  intent  that  the  ship  should  be  employed  in  the  servloe  of 
persons  exerdsing  the  powers  of  government  in  and  over  certain  foreign  states  styling  them- 
selves the  Confederate  States  of  America,  with  intent  to  cruise  and  commit  hostilitiet  against 
ft  certain  foreign  state,  &c  ,  to  wit,  the  republic  of  the  United  States  of  Ameiioai  oontrarj 
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to  (he  siiiute,  whereby,  &c     The  dxth  ooimt  charged  that  the  same  persons,  with  othas, 
did  equip  tbe  ship  with  intent  that  she  should  be  employed  by  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  with  intent  to  cruise  and  commit  hostilities  against  citizens  of  the  republic  of  tbe 
United  States  of  America,  contrary  to  the  statute,  whereby,  ftc.    llie  seyeuth  count  charged 
that  the  same  persons,  with  others,  &c.,  did  equip  the  ship  with  lotent  that  she  should  be 
employed  by  persons  exercising:  the  powers  of  government  over  certain  foreign  people—to 
wit,  part  of  the  people  of  the  Unit^  States  of  America,  with  intent  to  oominit  ho«tilitiei 
against,  &c.— to  wit,  the  republic  of  the  United  States  of  America,  contrary  to  tbe  statatsi, 
whereby,  &c.     The  eighth  count  charged  that  the  same  persons,  with  others,  kc.,  did  equip 
the  ship  with  inteot  that  she  should  be  employed  in  the  service  of  persons  exerdstsg  the 
powers  of  government  over  part  of  a  certain  foreign  people — to  wit,  part  of  the  people  of 
ibe  United  States  of  America,  with  intent  to  cruise  and  commit  hostilities  against  dtbens 
of  a  certain  foreign  state,  &c. — to  wit,  the  citizens  of  the  republic  of  tbe  United  States  of 
America,  contrary  to  the  statute,  whereby,  &c.     The  ninth  to  the  sixteenth  count  is  the 
same  as  the  first,  substituting  **did  furnish"  for  **did  equip. "^    The  seventeentii  to  tbe 
twenty  fourth,  the  same  as  the  first  oount,  substituting  **did  fit  out"  for  **did  eqnip." 
The  twenty-fifth  to  the  thirty -second,  the  same  as  the  first  count,  substituting  **did  attempt 
and  endeavor  to  equip"  for  *'  did  equip."    The  thirty- third  to  the  fortieth,  the  same  as 
the  first  count,  substituting  **did  attempt  and  endeavor  to  furnish"  for  **did  equip." 
The  forty-first  to  the  forty-eighth,  the  same  as  the  first  count,  subittitating  "  did  attem(>t 
and  endeavor  to  fit  out "  fur  **did  equip  "    The  forty-ninth  to  the  fifty-sixth,  the  same  as 
the  first  count,  substituting  *'did  procure  to  be  equipped"  for  **did  equip."     The  fifty- 
seventh  to  the  sixty-fourth,  the  same  as  the  first  count,  substituting  **  did  procure  to  be 
fumlFhed"  for  **did  equip  "     The  sixty-fifth  to  the  seventy-second,  tbe  same  as  the  fint 
count,  substituting  **did  procure  to  be  fittod  out"  for  ••did  equip."    Ihe  seventy-third  to 
the  eightieth,  the  same  as  the  first  cuunt,  substituting  **  did  knowingly  aid,  assist,  and  be 
concerned  in  equipping,"  for  **did  equip."     The  eighty-first  to  the  eighty-eighth,  the 
same  as  the  first  count,  substituting  **did  knowingly  aid,  assist,  and  be  concerned  in  fir- 
nisbing,"  for  *'did  equip  "     The  eighty-ninth  to  the  ninety -sixth,  the  same  as  tbe  fifst, 
substituting  '*did  knowingly  aid,  assist,  and  be  concerned  in  fitting  out,"  for  '*  did  eqoip." 
The  ninety-seventh  charged  that  the  persons  before  mentioned,  with  others,  ^.,  without 
leave  or  license,  &c.,  did  attempt  to  fit  out  the  said  ship  with  intent  that  she  should  be  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  perHons  exercising  the  powers  of  government  over  part  of  a  certain 
foreign  people — to  wit,  part  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  of  America,  as  a  transpoii  or 
storesbip,  against  a  certain  foreign  state  with  which  her  Majesty,  &c.— to  wit,  the  republic  of 
the  United  states  of  America,  contrary  to  the  statute,  whereby  the  ship,  together  with  her 
tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  became  and  was  forfeited.    The  ninety-eighth  count  charged 
that  the  same  persons,  with  others,  &c.,  did  equip,  furnish,  and  fit  out,  and  did  attempt  and 
endeavor  to  equip,  furnish,  and  fit  out,  and  did  procure  to  be  equipped,  furnished,  and  fitted 
out,  and  did  linowingly  assist  and  baconcernedia  the  equipping,  furnisliiDg,  and  fitting  o«t 
of  the  ship,  with  intent  that  she  should  be  employed  in  the  service  of  certain  foreign  steles 
styling  themselves  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  in  the  service  of  many  penooi 
exer-cising  and  assuming  to  exercise  the  powers  of  government  in  and  over  certain  fore%n 
states  styling  themselves  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  in  the  service  of  maoy 
persons  exercising  and  assuming  to  exercise  powers  of  government  over  part  of  a  eertain 
foreign  people— to  wit,  part  of  the  people  of  the  Unittd  States  of  America,  as  a  transport 
or  storeehip,  against  and  with  intent  to  cruise  and  commence  hostilities  against  a  certain 
foreign  state  with  which  ber  Majesty  was  not  then  at  war— to  wit,  the  republic  of  tbe 
United  States  of  America,  and  against  citizens  of  the  republic  of  the  United  State  of  Amer- 
ica, contrary  to  the  form  of  the  statute,  whereby,  &c.;  and  the  attorney  general,  on  behalf 
of  her  Majesty,  prayed  the  consideration  of  the  court  in  the  premises  that  the  ship,  together 
with  her  furniture,  tackle,  and  apparel,  might  for  the  respective  reasons  aforesaid  be  for^ 
felted. 

To  this  information  (which  is  certainly  as  long  as  it  could  by  any  possibility  have 
been,  to  be  intelligible)  Hermann  James  Sillen,  Henry  Berthon  Preston,  Jacob  Wililok, 
David  Wilson  Thomas,  and  William  Thompson  Mann,  who  claimed  the  Alexandra,  as 
well  as  her  tackle,  &c.,  by  Edward  Lee  Bowcliffe,  their  attorney,  pleaded  that  the  said 
ship,  furniture,  tackle,  and  apparel  did  not,  nor  did  any  or  either  of  them,  or  aay 
part  thereof,  become,  nor  are  nor  is  the  same  or  any  of  them,  or  any  part  thereof,  for- 
feited for  the  several  supposed  causes  in  the  information  mentioned,  or  for  aay  or 
either  of  them,  in  manner  and  form  as  by  the  information  was  charged.  The  informa- 
tion, it  will  be  eeen,  charges  that  the  Alexandra  was  fitted  out  or  equipped  wiQi 
intent  to  be  employed  to  harass  and  to  be  hostile  to  the  government  and  citizens  of  a  slate 
with  which  the  crown  was  not  at  war,  and  that  the  vessel  was  intended  to  be  employed  in  Ae 
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«eryice  of  tlie  Confederate  or  Sonthem  States  of  America.  Tbe  persons  wbose  names  appear 
in  tiie  plea  constitute  the  well-known  firm  at  Liverpool  of  Fawoett,  Preston  &  Co.,  iron 
founders,  hy  whom  it  was  alleged  the  Alexandra  was  supplied  with  engines,  guns,  and  other 
materials.  From  the  evidence  at  the  trial  it  appeared  that  the  Alexandra  was  one  of  three 
vessels  built  by  Messrs.  Miller  &.  Son,  two  of  wmch  (the  gunboats  Penguin  and  Steady)  were 
b«ilt  for  the  British  government ;  and  the  crown  sought  to  establish,  bj  the  evidence  of  many 
witneaaes,  that  the  iiexandra  was  also  a  gunboat,  and  had  been  built  for  the  Confederate  States 
for  the  purposes  alleged  above.  During  the  time  the  Alexandra  was  on  the  stocks,  as  well 
aa  subsequent! V  to  her  launch,  Captain  Bullock  and  Captain  Tessier,  both  of  whom,  it  was 
said,  were  in  the  naval  service  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  acting  as  their  agents  at  tbe 
port  of  Liverpool,  interested  themselves  veir  much  in  the  building  and  fitting  out  of  the  ship. 
Captain  Bullock  appointed  a  person  named  Tonge  as  pavmaster,  who  swore  that  it  was  hk 
doty  to  make  payments  to  naval  officers  and  others  on  oehalf  of  the  Confederate  States,  and 
that  he  loceived  a  regular  formal  appointment  from  Captain  Bullock  as  assistant  paymaster, 
and  drew  upon  Messrs.  Frazer,  'Prenholm  &  Co.,  who  honored  his  drafts,  for  the  moner 
for  the  payments  he  had  to  make.  In  order  to  show  the  capacity  in  which  Captain  BullocK 
and  Captain  Tessier  had  been  acting,  it  was  stated  that  when  No.  290,  afterguards  known  as 
the  Alabama,  left  Liverpool,  she  left  without  an  armament,  and  that  the  Bahama,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Tessier,  with  Captain  Semmes  on  board,  the  world-known  commander 
of  the  Alabama,  as  well  as  Captain  Biulock,  followed  her  out  to  sea,  and  the  guns  and  ammu- 
nition on  board  the  Bahama  were  there  transferred  to  the  Alabama,  when  Captain  Semmes  took 
command  of  her,  hoisted  the  flag  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  she  became  from  that  moment 
a  yeesel-of-war,  carrying  a  formidable  armament  of  guns,  maniifactured  by  Fawcett,  Preston 
A  Co.,  with  the  name  of  the  firm  branded  upon  them.  The  crown  attached  much  importance 
lo  the  interference  and  control  during  the  construction  of  the  Alexandra  by  Captain  Bullodk 
and  Captain  Tessier,  as  well  as  other  persons  connected  with  them,  as  it  tended  to  show,  it 
was  alleged,  the  connexion  between  toose  persons  and  the  confederate  government  of  the 
Muthem  States.  With  a  view  of  establishing  the  character  of  the  build  of  the  Alexandra, 
aaiong  other  persons.  Captain  Inglefield,  of  her  M%jesty*s  ship  Majestic,  was  called  by  the 
erown,  and  stated  that  he  had  examined  the  Alexandra  as  she  lay  in  the  Toxteth  dock,  and 
found  her  to  be  a  strongly-built  vessel,  mostly  constructed  of  teak  wood,  fitted  for  a  yacht, 
certainly  not  intended  for  mercantile  purposes,  but  might  be  used^or,  and  was  easily  convert- 
^le  into,  a  man-of-war.  There  was  stowage  room  for  a  crew  of  thirty-two  men  and  accom- 
modation for  officers.  She  was  of  sufficient  length  to  receive  guns,  but  had  no  appurtenances 
which  would  indicate  that  guns  were  about  to  w  put  on  board  of  her.  There  was  an  absence 
of  ring-bolts  and  plates  upon  which  pivot  guns  would  turn,  but  there  would  have  been  no 
difficulty,  in  his  judgment,  in  adding  the  preparations  that  were  necessary.  Her  bulwarks 
were  not  similar  to  tnose  of  gunboats  in  the  British  service.  It  is  unnecessary  to  follow  the 
evidence  given  by  the  crown  step  by  step ;  neither  is  it  important  to  give  any  detiUls  of  the 
eross-examiuation  of  all  the  witnesses  by  the  counsel  for  the  defendants.  The  witnesses,  who 
hate  the  fire  of  a  very  sharp  attack  made  by  Sir  Hugh  Cairns  and  Mr.  Karslake,  Q.  C,  were 
Tmige  and  Chapman,  the  former  having  left,  to  use  a  mild  term,  the  confederate  service  by 
dropping  overboard  one  night,  and  the  mtter,  who,  under  the  pretence  of  being  a  secessionist, 
had  wormed  himself  into  the  confidence  of  many  of  those  against  whom  the  crown  were  com- 
piaininff,  and  then  came  forward  to  betray  their  secrets.  For  the  defendants  no  wiinesses 
were  eiuled,  and  Sir  Hu^h  Cairns,  in  a  very  eloquent  and  masterly  address  to  the  jury,  said 
that  it  had  been  admitted  that  the  defendants  were  the  bona  fidt  owners  of  the  ship  when  the 
•eiaure  was  made,  and  that  she  was  lying  at  the  time  in  a  public  dock,  without  the  slightest 
effort  at  concealment,  and  that  the  crown  had  been  urged  on  to  adopt  the  proceedings  aeainst 
the  defendanto  by  the  agents  of  the  United  States  government  at  Liverpool,  who  were  always 
cm  the  alert,  and  thought  they  had  a  right  to  complain  and  call  upon  the  crown  to  put  the 
foreign  enlistment  act  into  force.  The  foreign  enlistment  act,  said  Sir  Hugh,  never  was 
intended  to  interfere  with  or  to  impair  6(ma^</c 'commerce  in  any  way.  The  intention  of  the 
act  was  to  prevent  warlike  expeditious  leaving  the  ports  of  this  country  at  a  time  when  tbe 
country  was  neuter,  in  issuing  from  the  ports  of  the  country  in  a  shape  and  form  in  which 
they  could  do  injury  to  either  belligerent,  and  thereby  enable  one  or  other  of  the  belligerents.  ^ 
to  come  to  the  government  of  this  country  and  say,  **Look  at  your  port  of  Plymouth ;  there* 
sailed  out  of  that  port  on  a  certain  day*a  ship  folly  armed,  ready  to  capture  any  ship  she 
might  meet  with.  Your  ports  are  being  used  as  places  of  safety  and  shelter;  arined  vessels, 
can  sail  out,  or  transports  or  storeships  can  sail  out,  prepared  to  do  all  the  mischief  in  war- 
which  a  transport  or  storeship  or  an  armed  vessel  ean  oo."  The  belli^rent  government 
would  say,  **  Observe  the  consequences :  we  cannot  pursue  these  vessels  into  your  port ;  we 
cannot  go  into  your  ports  to  teke  out  a  privateer ;  and  yet  you  allow  a  privateer  to  go  armed 
from  your  porte  at  the  same  time  that  we  cannot  enter  your  porte  to  destroy  that  vesseL" 
That  was  a  clear  principle,  if  that  were  the  principle  which  was  proceeded  on.^  The  foreign 
enlistment  act,  continued  Sir  Hugh  Cairns,  is  directed  aeainst  her  Maiesty^s  subjecto  engaging 
in  war  on  their  own  accoimt.  That  was  the  essence  of  the  offence  as  described  in  the  preambte 
of  the  act.  The  act  of  declaring  war  or  peace  was  with  the  sovereign  of  this  realm.  If  the 
sovereign  chose  to  remain  neuter,  it  was  not  to  be  tolerated  that  some  of  her  subjects  should 
8#y  that  they  would  become  belligerents  on  their  own  account,  have  a  little 
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sbal  troops,  and  arm  ships,  and  carry  on  war  on  their  own  acconnto.  The  BoremgB  was  iht 
arbiter  of  wcur  and  peace.  The  subject  hud  no  right  to  interfere  with  the  exercise  of  the  right 
of  the  sovereien,  and  it  would  be  perfectly  idle  for  the  sovereign  to  sar,  '*  I  choose  to  remais 
at  peace,"  if  tne  subjects  were,  according  to  their  own  will,  to  be  allowed  to  engage  in  wir 
and  fit  out  warlike  expeditions  on  their  own  account.  Because,  if  twenty  or  one  hundred 
men  in  Liverpool  thought  proper  to  fit  out  a  warlike  expedition  to  attack  and  injure  one  bel- 
ligerent, twenty  or  one  hundred  men  in  London  might  choose  to  fit  out  a  warlike  expeditioB 
to  attack  and  injure  the  other.  The  gist  of  the  offence  which  was  spoken  of  in  the  seventh 
section  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  was,  that  the  offence  must  be  committed  within  tbe 
United  Elingdon.  S  the  act  be  done  bv  the  Queen's  subject  out  of  the  kingdom,  it  was  no 
offence  at  all.  It  was  not  like  every  other  {>rohibitory  act,  because  if  it  pro£bits  a  thing  to 
be  done,  it  prohibits  its  being  done  by  a  subject  of  her  Majesty  eveiywhere.  There  was  not 
the  least  prohibition  against  uuilding  a  ship ;  there  was  not  a  word  said  in  the  section  about 
prohibiting  the  building  of  a  ship ;  there  was  not  a  word  said  about  selling  a  ship.  Con- 
sistently with  every  word  in  the  section  a  man  might  build  a  ship  in  any  way  he  thought  fit, 
and  with  any  purpose.  There  was  no  suggestion  in  the  section  that  it  was  an  offence  against 
the  act,  to  be  punished  bv  forfeiture  or  otherwise,  to  build  or  construct  a  ship.  The  only 
words  used  were  words  which  supposed  that  a  ship  was  to  be  built,  because  the  words  wore 
**e(}uip,  fit  out,  or  arm  a  ship  or  vessel,'*  and  you  could  not  equip,  fit  out,  or  arm  a  ship 
until  she  was  built.  The  section  meant  that  the  person  who  was  spoken  of,  and  who  was 
supposed  to  equip,  fit  out,  or  arm  a  vessel,  was  the  person  who  had  the  intent  to  cruise  on 
his  own  account  and  commit  hostilities  agiunst  a  foreign  nation  with  that  ship.  There  must 
be  an  equipping,  furnishing,  fitting  out,  or  arming,  or  an  intent  to  do  that  wi&  the  kingdom, 
and  in  such  a  way  that  you  should  cruise  and  commit  hostilities.  The  word  *' cruise"  was  a 
technical  word  when  applied  to  vessels-of-war,  which  cruise  for  the  purpose  of  commitdng 
hostilities.  The  only  thmg  which  the  section  struck  at  was  this — some  person  who  had  tbs 
contract  of  a  ship,  who  may  use  it  in  any  way  he  thinks  proper ;  and  that  person  was  sup- 
posed to  fit  out  and  arm  a  vessel,  and  to  do  it  with  the  intention  of  committing;'  hostilities,  m 
being  the  judge  and  the  arbiter  and  determiner  whether  he  would  or  woulif  not  cruise  and 
commit  hostilities ;  and  further,  the  ship  must  be  armed  ur  equipped,  or  fitted  out  in  such  a 
way  as  would  make  her  such  a  ship  at  the  time  she  leaves  this  country,  and  make  her  com- 
petent and  able  to  cruise  and  commit  hostilities.  It  was,  upon  the  history  of  the  act  of  Par- 
nament,  entirely  open  to  any  person  to  build  a  ship  in  this  way,  to  sell  the  ship  even,  and, 
though  she  may  be  competent  to  be  converted  into  a  ship-of-war,  to  either  of  the  belligerent 
powers,  and  the  fact  that  he  afterwards  knew  that  she  was  sold  to  a  belligerent  power, 
and  might  be  used  in  a  particular  way,  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  He  was  not  the  persoa 
who  armed  and  equipped  the  ship  to  cruise  and  commit  hostilities  unless  he  had  the  intentioB 
of  arming  her  in  such  a  way  as  that  when  she  lei^  the  port  she  would  be  in  a  state  to  cruise 
and  commit  hostilities.  8ir  Hugh  Cairns  went  on  to  say,  when  the  first  American  enlistment 
act  was  passed,  that  great  and  illustrious  man  who  then  swayed  the  destinies  of  America, 
Washington,  was  President,  and  he  had  ordinances  issued  to  the  various  ports  in  America, 
informing  their  own  officers  what  things  were  lawful  and  what  were  unlawful  in  regard 
to  the  equipment  of  vessels,  there  being  at  that  time  a  war  in  which  America  took  no  put 
He  said  equipments  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  of  vessels-of-war  in  the  immediate  serrioe 
of  the  government  of  any  of  the  bolligoreut  parties,  which,  if  done  to  other  vessels,  would  be 
of  a  doubtful  nature,  as  being  applicable  either  to  commerce  or  to  war,  are  deemed  lawfiiL 
Then,  further,  he  »aid,  equipments  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  by  any  of  the  parties  at 
war  with  France  of  vessels  fitted  for  merchandise  and  war,  whether  with  or  without  commis- 
sions, which  are  doubtful  in  their  nature  as  being  applicable  either  to  commerce  or  war,  are 
deemed  lawful ;  and,  in  like  manner,  equipments  of  auy  vessels  of  Fmnce  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  which  are  doubtful  in  their  nature  as  being  applicable  to  commerce  or  war,  sre 
deemed  lawful.  Therefore  we  had,  in  the  first  year  when  the  American  enlistment  act  passed, 
this  construction  put  upon  it  by  the  greatest  man  America  ever  saw — Washington.  He  hsd 
pronounced  that  which  was  deemed  unlawful,  as  simply  putting  on  board  munitions  or  amis 
of  war,  and  anything  that  might  serve  the  twofold  purpose,  and  which  was  useful  to  either 
purpose,  was  perfectly  harmless.  It  would  be  impossible  now  to  give  in  full,  or  even  in  ab- 
stract, the  speech  of  Sir  Hugh  Cairns,  occupying  as  it  did  nearly  two  days  in  its  delivery.  As 
we  stated  before,  no  evidence  was  called  in  support  of  the  defendant'  case,  and  it  rested 
entirely  upon  the  cross-examination  of  the  witnesses  for  the  crown  and  the  speech  of  Sir  Hugh 
Cairns  to  the  jury.  The  late  attorney  general,  Sir  William  Atherton,  made  a  lengthy  and 
very  forcible  reply  on  the  whole  case  on  the  part  of  the  crown.  The  lord  chief  bc^ron  pro* 
c^ed  to  sum  up,  and  is  reported  to  have  concluded  by  saying:  ** Gentlemen,  if  you  think 
the  object  was  to  equip,  furnish,  fit  out,  or  arm  that  vessel  at  Liverpool,  then  that  is  a  suffi- 
cient matter.  But  if  you  think  the  object  really  was  to  build  a  ship  in  obedience  to  an  order, 
and  in  compliance  with  a  contract,  leaving  it  to  those  who  bought  it  to  make  what  u^  they 
thought  fit  of  it,  then  it  appears  to  me  that  the  foreign  enlistment  act  has  not  been  in  any 
degree  broken.  I  leave  you  to  find  your  verdict,  uiSess  you  wish  me  to  read  the  evidence 
over  to  vou."  The  iury  did  not  wish  to  hear  the  evidence  read,  and  the  attorney  general  said, 
before  the  finding  ot  a  verdict  by  the  jury,  he  would  tender  a  bill  of  exceptions  to  a  portion  oi 
.the  learned  judge's  ruling.    The  lord  chief  baron  said  that  he  would  accept  any  bill  of  excep- 
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tknra  lie  wisbed  to  tender.  The  attorney  general  replied  that,  strictly  speaking,  it  ought  to  ^ 
be  done  before  the  verdict  was  g^ven,  when  Sir  Hugh  Cairns  said  that  anything  in  point  of 
form  might  be  dispensed  with.  The  jorjr  haying  found  a  yerdict  for  the  defendants,  the 
attorney  general  handed  up  a  note  of  the  exceptions,  in  order,  as  he  said,  that  there  might  be 
no  mistake.  Sir  Hugh  Cairns  asked  for  a  copy  of  it,  when  the  lord  chief  baron  said  it  need 
not  be  done  then.  He  might  wish  to  put  it  in  some  other  shape.  There  would  be  no  mistake 
about  it  The  attorney  general  said  thej  were  anxious  that  they  should  quite  understand 
what  his  lordship  had  ruled  and  laid  down  to  the  jury.  It  was  very  shortly  stated.  The 
lord  chief  baron  replied  that  he  had  no  doubt  there  was  a  yery  good  note  taken  of  what  had 
been  said.  **You,"  addressing  the  attorney  general,  and  lookmg  at  the  paper,  '*bave  got 
here  that  the  vessel  was  not  intended  to  be  fitted.**  It  should  be  that  the  vessel  was  in  the 
eonrse  of  building  for  the  purpose  of  performing  the  contract,  and  that  there  was  no  intention 
that  she  should  be  equipped,  or  furnished,  or  armed,  or  fitted  out  at  Liverpool.  The  solicitor 
^neral  said  that  was  not  what  bad  fallen  from  his  lordship.  The  lord  chief  baron  stated  that 
it  certainly  was.  The  attorney  general  said  that  he  bad  understood  his  lordship  to  say  that 
•*  if  the  building  was  in  fulfilment  of  a  contract.  **  The  lord  chief  baron  went  on :  *  *  And  it  was 
not  intended  that  she  should  be  equipped,  fitted  out,  and  furnished,  and  so  on,  at  LiverpooL** 
The  attorney  general  said  there  were  other  points.  The  chief  baron  stated:  ** Every  ques- 
tion I  put  to  the  jury  I  put  in  the  language  of  the  act  of  Parliament,  that  if  it  was  not  intended 
that  she  should  be  equipped,  furnished,  fitted  out,  or  armed  at  Liverpool.  I  took  special  care 
of  that"  The  Attorney  General.—I  think  that  is  the  point  The  Lord  Chief  Baron.— No, 
yon  have  got  here  that  '*if  the  vessel  was  not  intended  to  be  furnished.'*  The  Attorney 
€ieneraL — ^No,  my  lord;  it  is  "furnished  or  fitted  out**  The  Solicitor  General. — Your  lord- 
ehip  said  the  words  were  the  same ;  that  evei^^  one  of  the  words  required  a  warlike  armament 
at  Liverpool.  That  is  the  point.  The  Lord  Chief  Baron. — I  will  not  bind  you  to  what  passes 
at  the  present  occasion.  I  cannot  alter  the  thing.  I  have  no  doubt  that  you  have  a  very  accu- 
rate note  of  what  I  have  said.  The  Attorney  General. — I  only  wish  that  we  should  have 
your  lordship*s  concurrence  now  while  the  matter  is  fresh  in  your  lordship's  recollec- 
tion.  The  Lord  Chief  Baron. — It  cannot  be  a  question  of  recollection.  Depend  upon 
ft,  there  is  an  accurate  note  taken  of  what  I  have  said.  The  Attorney  General. — ^Will 
Tonr  lordship  allow  me  to  send  in  a  full  note  from  the  best  materials  we  can  get  7  The 
Lord  Chief  Baron. — Certainly.  With  this  the  Alexandra  trial  ended.  The  bill  of  excep- 
tions was  prepared,  and  the  lord  chief  baron  refused  to  sign  it  upon  the  ground,  as  he  stated 
in  the  court  to  the  present  district  attorney  general.  Sir  Koundel  Palmer,  that  by  the  bill  of 
exceptions  he  (the  lord  chief  baron)  purported  to  tell  the  jury  that  the  Alexandra  must  have 
been  armed,  and  if  not  armed,  there  was  no  oflence.  His  lordship  objected  to  sign  the  excep- 
tions, steting  that  from  the  very  first  moment  he  had  raised  the  same  objection  to  them,  and 
nltimately,  after  a  very  long  discussion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  bill  of  exceptions  should  be 
abandoned,  and  on  the  5th  instant  the  attorney  general  (with  whom  were  the  solicitor  gfeneral 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Jones)  moved  for  a  rule  to  show  cause  why  there  should  not  be  a  new  trial 
on  the  ground  of  misdirection  of  the  learned  judge,  and  also  on  the  ground  that  the  verdict 
was  against  evidence.  The  attorney  general  was  proceeding  with  a  very  concise  and  powerinl 
argument  when  the  court  adjourned  for  a  short  time.  Upon  the  return  of  their  lordships  into 
court,  the  lord  chief  baron  said  that  during  the  interval  the  judges  had  talked  the  matter  over, 
and  thought  that  what  had  been  stated  by  the  learned  attorney  general  was  unquestionably 
matter  fit  to  be  discussed ;  therefore,  if  he  were  content  to  take  a  rule  to  show  cause  why  the 
yerdict  should  not  be  set  aside  as  being  contrary  to  the  evidence,  or  as  not  being  warranted 
by  the  evidence,  beine  contrary  to  the  weight  of  it,  and  on  the  ground  of  misdirection  on  the 
part  of  the  judge  at  the  trial,  or  on  the  ground  that,  although  there  might  have  been  no  posi- 
tive misdirection,  there  might  have  been  such  a  want  of  information  furnished  to  the  jury  as 
not  to  enable  them  fairly  to  discharge  their  duty — if  the  attorney  general  would  be  content  to 
take  a  rule  on  these  grounds,  dividing  the  second  into  either  positive  misdirection  or  imperfect 
direction,  he  might  take  a  rule.  The  attorney  general  said  that  was  all  he  had  been  asking 
for,  and  a  discnssion  then  ensued  as  to  the  precise  manner  in  which  the  rule  ought  to  be  drawn 
np.  Eventually  the  rule  stood  thus :  "1.  That  the  verdict  was  against  the  evidence.  2.  That 
tbe  verdict  was  against  the  weight  of  evidence.  3.  That  the  lord  chief  baron  did  not  suffi- 
ciently explain  to  the  jury  the  construction  and  effect  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  4.  That 
the  learned  jndge  did  not  leave  to  the  jury  the  question  whether  the  ship  Alexandra  was  or 
was  not  intended  to  be  employed  in  the  service  of  tbe  Confederate  States,  to  cruise  or  to  com- 
mit hostilities  against  the  United  States.  5.  That  the  lord  chief  baron  did  not  leave  to  the 
jnry  the  question  whether  there  was  any  attempt  or  endeavor  to  equip.  6.  That  the  lord 
chief  baron  did  not  leave  to  the  jury  the  question  whether  there  was  knowingly  any  aiding, 
assisting,  and  being  concerned  in  the  equipping.  7.  That  the  learned  judge  misdirected  the 
jury  as  to  the  construction  and  effect  of^the  seventh  section  of  the  forei^  enlistment  act." 
The  solicitor  general  made  an  application  to  the  court  to  have  a  day  appointed  for  the  hearing 
of  the  arguments  on  the  rule,  and  this  day  was  appointed. 

The  attorney  general,  the  solicitor  general,  the  Queen's  advocate,  Mr.  Locke,  Q.  C,  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Jones,  now  appearerl  to  support  the  rule;  and  Sir  Hugh  Cairns,  Q.  0.,  Mr. 
Karslake,  Q.  C,  Mr.  Mellish,  Q.  C,  and  Mr.  Eemplay  showed  cause  against  it 

It  having  been  agreed  that  tbe  notes  of  the  trial  should  not  be  read,  as  the  learned 
attorney  general  on  hii  motion  for  the  rule  had  gone  so  fully  into  the  evidence  and  made 
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'  all  their  lordshipe  well  acqiudDted  with  the  natBre  of  U,  Sir  Hqgh  Cairu  oomaenoid  to 
show  cause  agaiost  the  rule  at  onoe.  8ir  Hugh  began  by  going  through  the  Yarloos  gronode 
upon  which  the  rule  had  been  granted,  and  SMid  that,  so  far  ai  most  of  them  were  coDr 
oemed,  they  were  definite  enough ;  but  as  to  KO0.  3  and  7,  he  would  say  at  the  outset  that, 
as  he  found  those  grounds  in  the  rule,  he  was  bound  to  believe  that  they  were  in  accord- 
ance with  the  practice  of  the  court;  but  they  at  the  same  time  exposed  those  who,  like 
himself,  had  cast  upon  them  the  duty  of  showing  cause  against  the  rule— «  task  it  was  Tery 
difficult  to  discharge,  because  they  informed  them  that  after  they  had  been  heard,  an  argu- 
ment was  to  be  addressed  to  the  court  by  the  other  side,  of  the  grounds  and  of  the  naturs 
of  which  the  defendants'  counsel  had  not  in  any  way  been  forewarned.  They  were  told 
that  their  lordships  were  asked  to  conclude  that  the  learned  lord  chief  baron  in  some  way 
which  was  not  specified  misdirected  the  Jnry,  or  did  not  direct  the  jury,  but  the  gn^andi 
upon  which  that  was  to  be  contended  for  they  were  not  told,  and  therefore  could  not  meet 
them.  He  did  not  desire  to  overstate  the  matter  at'all.  He  admitted  they  had  had  some 
kind  of  intimation  by  a  few  sentences  which  had  fallen  from  the  attorney  general  in  mov- 
ing for  the  rule,  but  beyond  those  they  had  no  definite  statement  as  to  what  the  aiigument 
for  the  crown  was  to  be.  The  oouit  would  probably  remember  that  the  Alexandra  was 
seiied  on  the  6th  of  April  this  year  in  the  Toxteth  dock,  at  liverpool.  (A  printed  book  of 
the  short-hand  notes  of  the  trial,  which  contained  an  appendix  in  which  may  be  found  the 
information,  the  plea,  the  British  foreign^  enlistment  act,  the  American  foreign  enlistment 
act,  and  other  matter,  was  handed  up  to  the  bench.)    Sir  Hugh  Cairns  continued :  he  woald 

■  call  attention  to  the  first  count  in  the  information  as  stated  in  the  appendix  of  the  book 
referred  to  Having  read  the  first  count,  as  well  as  the  plea,  both  of  which  appear  above. 
Sir  Hug^  said  the  issue  raised  was,  therefore,  whether  the  ship  Alexandra  was,  under  the 
act  of  Parliament,  forfeited  for  all  or  for  any  of  the  causes  which  were  mentioned  on  the 
information.  He  would  first  ask  the  attention  of  the  court,  apart  from  the  evidence  in  the 
cause  or  from  the  charge  of  the  judge,  to  what,  he  submitted,  was  the  proper  construction 
of  the  statute;  then  to  solicit  from  the  court  an  attention  to  the  evidence  which  had  been 
given  in  the  case  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with  the  rule  as  far  as  it  states  that  the  verdict 
was  against  evidence;  and  then,  in  the  third  place,  to  submit  the  view  which  he  took  of 
the  charge  of  the  lord  chief  baron  and  the  objectirns  which  were  made  against  the  chaige. 
He  would  call  attention  to  the  seventh  section  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  which  con- 
tained very  many  words,  and  be  was  afraid  it  must  be  said  of  them  that  they  had  con* 
trlbuted,  from  their  number,  rather  to  darken  than  elucidate  the  meaning,  and  he  feared 
he  must  read  the  section,  at  all  events  a  part  of  it,  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  observa- 
tion upon  it.  Having  read  the  whole  section.  Sir  Hugh  said  that  he  must  observe  that 
there  were  upon  the  face  of  the  section  traces  of  very  great  want  of  accuracy  and  care  in  the 
manner  in  which  the  ideas  in  the  section  were  expressed.  There  were  two  examples  of  that 
which  might  he  mentioned,  because  scarcely  any  argument  could  arise  upon  them-  Thdr 
lordships  would  observe  that  in  the  first  line  of  the  section,  "  that  if  any  person  within  any 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom"  shall  do  so  and  so,  **  shall  equip,"  &c.  In  point  of  strict 
construction  it  might  be  said  that  that  indicated  this  idea — that  the  person  who  was  spoken 
of  there  was  to  be  himself  within  the  kingdom,  though  as  to  the  act  which  he  was  to  do, 
ft  might  be  done  either  in  or  out  of  the  kingdom.  Of  course  it  was  agreed  that  that  was 
not  the  construction,  and  the  information  proceeded  upon  a  different  construction.  The 
information  proceeds  as  if  the  act  were  worded  thus:  '*  If  any  person  shall  within  the  United 
Kingdom  "  do  so  and  so,  putting  the  word  "shall."  as  it  ought  to  be  put,  before  the  word 
within.  And  it  was  so  clear  that  so  utterly  free  from  care  and  caution  was  the  section,  that 
when  you  came  to  the  second  part  of  It,  the  words  were  properly  collocated,  thereby  con- 
demning the  improper  collocation  in  the  earlier  part.  The  second  part  contained  the  second 
alternative.  Ihe  words  were  these,  '*or  shall  within  the  United  Kingdom  or  any  of  hii 
Majesty's  dominions,  or  in  any  settlement,"  &c. ,  putting  there  the  word  **  shall "  In  the  pro- 
per place,  and  admitting  that  it  was  improperly  placed  before.  Now,  when  the  word  **  trans- 
port" occurs  after  the  mention  of  the  employment  of  the  ship  in  the  service  of  any  foreign 
prince,  then  we  find  the  words  **  as  a  transport  or  btoreship,  or  with  intent  to  cruise  or  commit 
hostilities  against  any  prince,"  &c.  The  information  as-umes  (and  for  tiie  present  purpose 
he  would  not  contest  the  point)  that  the  court  were  to  read  the  word  **  trauBport"  in  coimex- 
ion  with  the  words  "  against  any  prince,  state,  or  potentate."  But  could  any  expression  be 
imagined  so  utterly  carelera  or  inaccurate  as  to  talk  of  employing  a  ship  in  the  service  of  a  bel- 
ligerent as  a  transport  or  storesbip  against  another  belligerent,  as  if  a  transporter  storeship 
could  be  properly  spoken  of  as  a  ship  which  would  come  under  an  expression  of  that  sort — a 
ship  employed  against  another  belligerent?  Whatever  be  the  offences  which  were  indi- 
cated by  the  7th  section,  they  were  offences  purely  and  simply  of  positive  law.  They  were 
not  offences  which  in  the  remotest  degree  were  mala  m  «,  offences  against  morality,  or  of- 
fences as  to  which  we  could  have  any  preconceived  idea  as  to  their  character  or  extent  If 
that  ware  required  to  be  proved,  it  was  proved  to  demonstration  from  this  oonsideratjon. 
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thai  offBiice  aprwri  was  oflenoe  agaiiuil  monilltf^— an  olfenoe  as^ost  thofie  princfplee  which 
in  the  absence  of  legislatioQ  would  be  admitted  to  govern  the  oondact  of  mankind.  That 
consideration  wonld  maiie  it  neoesMtry  for  him  to  enlarge  a  little  the  line  of  argument  upon 
a  statute  like  the  one  in  question,  and  to  enter  into  an  inquiry,  which  he  would  make  a« 
succinct  as  the  case  seemed  to  him  to  demand — an  inquiry  into  the  history  and  policy  of  the 
legislature  upon  the  subject.  The  preamble  of  the  act  states :  **  Whereas  the  enlistment  or 
engagement  of  his  ftajeaty's  subjects  to  serre  in  war  in  foreign  service  without  his  Majesty's 
license,  and  the  fitting  out  and  equipping  and  arming  o(  vessels  by  bis  Majesty's  subjects, 
without  his  Majesty's  license,  for  warlike  operations  in  or  against  the  dominions  or  terri- 
tories of  any  foreign  prince,  state,  potentate,  or  persons  exercising  or  assuming  to  exercise 
the  powers  of  government  in  or  over  any  country,  colony,  province,  or  part  of  any  province, 
or  against  the  ships,  goods  or  merclmndise  of  any  foreign  prince,  state,  potentate,  or  per- 
sons  as  aforesaid,  or  their  subjects,  may  be  prejudicial  to  and  tend  to  endanger  the  peaca 
and  welfare  of  this  kingdom."  We  are  told,  said  Sir  Hugh,  that  the  acts  deecribed  **  may 
be  prejudicial  to  and  tend  to  endanger  the  peace  and  welfare  of  this  kingdom,"  and  that 
the  laws  in  force  are  not  sufficiently  effectual  for  preventing  the  same.  What,  therefore, 
was  intended  to  be  struck  at  and  to  be  restrained  was  certain  acts  as  to  which  it  was  said 
that  they  **  might  be  prejudicial  to  and  tend  to  endanger  the  peace  and  welfare  of  this 
kingdom ; "  and  that  the  law  in  force  at  that  time  did  not  sufficiently  restrain  them.  The 
attorney  general,'  in  moving  for  this  rule,  is  reported  to  have  said,  after  repeating  the 
preamble  of  the  act,  **It  is  plain  that  the  object  was  to  preserve  the  neutrality  of  thib 
country,  and  to  enforce  it  against  the  subjects  of  this  country  in  matters  in  which  the  neglect 
of  it  by  those  subjects,  or  the  violation  of  it  here  by  foreign  belligerent  governments,  was 
thought  calculated  to  lead  to  a  position,  as  regarded  foreign  nations,  which  would  endanger 
the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  kingdom.  How  would  it  endanger  the  peace  and  welfare  of 
the  kingdom  ?  Manifestly  by  involving  us  in  a  war— by  making  us,  practically,  so  fkr 
parties,  through  our  subjects,  to  belligerent  operations — if  we  allowed  this  country  to  be 
made  the  base  of  those  operations,  either  for  the  enlntment  of  men  or  for  the  equipping  of 
Yessels  of  war— as  to  make  it  probable  that  other  countries  would  not  endure  it,  but  resent 
it,  and  that  so  we  might  become  involved  in  war.  That  is  the  mischi^  which  the  statute 
is  manifestly  intended  to  protect  us  against."  My  lord,  continued  the  learned  counsel, 
there  is  no  difficulty  in  ascertaining,  therefore,  what  the  view  of  the  crown  is  as  to  the 
main  object  of  the  act  of  Parliament.  The  attorney  general  says  that  in  the  case  of  war 
prevailing  between  two  belligerents,  we  ourselves  remaining  neutral,  we  have  certain  duties 
as  a  nation  to  perform  in  an  international  point  of  view.  If  those  duties  are  neglected, 
one  or  other  of  the  belligerents  may  complain  of  that  neglect.  If  redress  is  not  g^ven  upon 
that  complaint,  we,  the  neutral  nation,  may  be  involved  in  war.  Tbe  belligerent  which 
considers  that  it  has  a  right  to  complain  of  our  conduct  may  make  it  a  eaaua  hdli  against  us. 
Therefore,  says  the  attorney  general,  it  was  that  the  crown  came  to  Parliament  and  asked 
for  the  sanction  of  the  legislature  to  a  restraint  put  by  the  crown  upon  those  acts,  which,  if 
not  n  strained,  would  be  complained  of  by  the  foreign  belligerent  power,  and  if  not  re- 
dressed would  become  the  source  and  the  origin  of  war  against  ourselves.  Now,  if  that 
were  so,  of  course  that  again  opens  up  a  field  which  we  shall  have  to  examine,  and  invitee 
us  to  consider  what  was  the  extent  and  amount  of  international  duty  which  one  or  both  of 
the  belligerent  powers  might  call  upon  us  to  observe,  and  which,  if  not  observed,  mi^ht  be 
a  cause  of  complaint  against  us  on  the  part  of  the  belligerent  power  in  a  war  in  which  we 
were  neutral.  Now  I  think  that  in  that  way  we  shall  get,  and  get  upon  principles  which 
the  attorney  general  himself  admits,  a  key  to  the  municipal  legislatfon  upon  tbe  subject. 
And  fortunately  the  rules  of  international  law  upon  this  point  will,  if  I  mistake  not,  be 
foond  extremely  simple,  extremely  clear,  and  extremely  sensible.  There  are  two  rules, 
as  I  understand  it,  of  international  law,  as  to  which  I  may  say  they  are  established  upon 
authority  which  cannot  be  doubted,  and  between  which  the  whole  of  this  Inquiry  will  lie. 
Those  are  rules  with  regard  to  the  conduct  in  war  <A  tbe  subjects  of  tiie  neutral  power.  I 
disembarrass  the  case  of  any  question  as  to  the  duty  of  ^e  neutral  power  itself  as  a  gov* 
emment;  that  is  a  different  thing.  That  stands  upon  much  higher  and  broader  principles. 
I  speak  of  the  duty  hi  war  ol  the  subjects  of  a  neutral  power.  The  government  of  a  neutral 
power,  we  all  know,  as  a  government,  is  not  at  liberty  to  perform  the  smallest  act  which 
would  be  In  itself  an  assistance  to  either  of  the  belligerents.  For  example,  the  government 
of  a  neutral  power  would  not  be  at  liberty  to  furnish  a  gpin,  to  furnish  a  shot,  or  powder, 
or  ammunition  of  any  sort,  to  either  of  the  belligerents  ;  but  with  regard  to  the  subjects  oif 
the  neutral  power  the  case  is  different,  and  tbe  first  of  the  two  rules  to  which  I  have  referred 
Is  this--subjects  of  a  neutral  power  in  time  of  war  are  at  liberty  to  supply  either  of  the  bel- 
ligerents, or  both  of  them,  with  all  articles  termed  contraband  of  war.  Now  I  will  cite  aa 
authority  as  to  which  during  this  oontroversy  there  will  be  no  dispute.  Mr.  Chancellor 
Kent,  in  the  first  volume  of  his  OommtmUwim,  says : 

•  *It  is  a  general  understanding,  founded  on  true  piindplei,  that  the  powers  at  war^mir^ 
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eein  and  oonfigcate  oontraband  goods  bj  any  complaint  on  the  part  of  neotral  meTx^snts, 
and  without  any  impatation  of  a  breach  of  neutrality  in  the  nentral  eoYereign  himself.  It 
was  contended  on  the  part  of  tiie  French  nation  in  179tf  (that  is  to  say,  it  was  contended 
against  the  United  States)  that  nentral  govemmente  were  .bound  to  restrain  their  subjects 
from  Belling  or  exporting  articles  contraband  of  war  to  the  belligerent  powers  Bat  it  was 
successfully  shown,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  that  neutrals  may  lawfully  eell  at 
home  to  a  belligerent  purchaser,  or  carry  themselves  to  the  belligerent  powers,  contraband 
articles,  subject  to  the  right  of  seiaure  in  trantiiu.  This  right  has  been  explicitly  declared 
by  the  judicial  authorities  of  this  country.  The  right  of  the  neutml  to  transport  and  of 
the  hostile  power  to  seijee  are  conflicting  rights,  and  neither  party  can  charge  the  other 
with  a  criminal  act" 

Then,  my  lords,  as  to  what  is  comprehended  under  the  term  ** contraband/'  which  is 
here  used,  we  find  it  laid  down  in  an  earlier  page  that  they  are  arms  and  ammunition,  and 
in  a  naval  war,  ships  and  materials  for  ships,  and  also  horses  and  saddles,  naval  stores,  and 
timber,  and  provisions,  and  various  other  matters.  These  are  contraband  articles  which 
may  thus  be  supplied.  In  addition  to  this,  I  will  refer  your  lordships  to  the  statement 
of  the  rule  laid  down  by  Mr  Justice  Story,  in  an  American  case.  He  says:  "There  is 
nothing  in  our  laws  or  in  the  law  of  nations  (luid  of  course  it  is  to  the  latter  expression  I 
am  referring)  that  forbids  our  citisens  from  sending  armed  vessels,  as  well  as  munitions  of 
war,  to  foreign-  ports  for  sale.  It  is  a  commercial  adventure,  which  no  nation  is  bound  to 
prohibit,  and  which  only  exposes  the  persons  engsged  In  it  to  the  penalty  of  confii>cation." 
Apart  from  any  municipal  regulation,  tiiat  rule,  as  regards  international  duty,  is  perfectly 
clear.  No  belligerent  power  can  complain  of  acts  of  subjects  of  a  nentral  power  upon  thii 
footing.  They  are  acts  which  are  not  in  any  way  prohibited  by  any  rule  of  intemational 
law.  That  is  one,  my  lords,  of  the  two  rules  of  international  law  to  which  I  referred.  The 
second  rule  is  this :  the  territory  of  a  neutral  power  must  be  kept  absolutely  inviolate  from 
anything  which  may  be  termed  a  proximate  or  immediate  act  of  war,  and  the  nentral  gov& 
emment  will  have  a  right  to  complain  if  that  inviolability  so  defined  of  the  nentral  tmi- 
tory  is  infringed  either  by  the  belligerent  directly,  or  by  one  of  its  own  subjects  at  the  in- 
stigation of  the  belligerent.  Now,  the  rule  in  this  case  is  laid  down  as  clearly  and  as  suc^ 
dnctly  as  the  former.    Chancellor  Kent  says,  at  maiglnal  paging  118  of  the  first  volome: 

**  It  is  a  violation  of  neutral  territory  for  a  belligerent  ship  to  take  her  station  within  if 
in  order  to  carry  on  hostile  expeditions  from  thence,  or  to  send  her  boats  to  capture  ves- 
sels being  beyond  it.  No  use  of  nentral  territory  for  the  purpose  of  war  can  be  permitted. 
This  is  the  doctrine  of  the  government  of  the  United  States.  It  was  declared  judicially  hi 
England  in  the  case  of  the  IVee  Gebroeders  ;  and  though  it  was  not  understood  that  the 
prohibition  extended  to  remote  objects  and  uses,  such  as  procuring  provisions  and  other 
innocent  articles,  which  the  law  of  nati<ms  tolerated,  yet  it  was  explicitly  declared  that  no 
proximate  acts  of  war  were  in  any  manner  to  be  allowed  to  originate  vn  nentral  ground ; 
and  for  a  ship  to  station  herself  within  the  neutral  line,  and  send  out  her  boats  on  hostile 
enterprises,  was  an  act  of  hostility  much  too  imme<liate  to  be  permitted.  No  act  of  hos- 
tility is  to  be  commenced  on  neutral  ground.  No  measure  is  to  be  taken  that  will  lead  to 
immediate  violence.  The  neutral  is  to  carry  himself  with  perfect  equality  between  the 
two  belligerents,  giving  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  any  advantage  ;  and  if  Ihe  respect 
due  to  neutral  territory  be  violated  by  one  party,  without  being  promptly  punished  by 
just  animadversion,  it  would  soon  provoke  a  similar  treatment  from  the  other  p<*rty,  and 
the  neutral  ground  would  become  the  theatre  of  war." 

Now,  my  lords,  I  could  not  help  feeling  surprised  in  observing  the  note  of  the  argument 
of  the  attorney  general  in  moving  for  the  rule,  when  be  said,  in  an  expression  remarkal4e 
rather  for  its  breadth  than  its  accuracy,  that  he  did  not  believe  that  it  ever  entered  into 
the  mind  of  any  human  being  that  one  of  the  objects  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  was  to 
prevent  collision  between  the  belligerents  using  the  neutral  territory.  My  lords,  it  entered 
into  the  mind  of  Mr.  Chancellor  Kent,  and  it  entered  into  the  mind  of  Lord  Stowell.  The 
expressions  they  use  are  clear  and  interesting,  and  the  case  which  they  put  (as  it  happens) 
as  the  consequence  of  a  doctrine  aifferent  from  that  which  I  will  show  is  vindicated  1^  ^ 
foreign  enlistment  act  is  this :  if  that  doctrine  were  to  be  tolerated,  you  would  have  flfft 
one  belligerent  making  use  of  the  nentral  territory  for  arming  and  for  proceedings  of  a 
warlike  character ;  you  would  have  the  other  belligerent  claiming  to  do  the  same  ;  and 
in  place  of  a  peaceful  and  undisturbed  territory,  which  a  neutral  nation  baa  a  right  to 
expect  its  grounds  to  be,  you  would  have  the  neutral  territory  being  the  theatre  of  c^oltt- 
^  sion  and  war.  My  lords,  the  same  book  upon  this  point  refers  to  another  matter  conned^ 
with  what  I  have  read,  and  which  still  further  lllostrates  it  At  120  of  the  maiglttal 
paging  the  author  says : 

**  Bynkershoek  makes  one  exception  to  the  general  inviolability  of  nentral  territory, 
and  supposes  that  if  an  enemy  be  attacked  on  hostile  ground,  or  on  the  open  sea,  and  flee 
within  the  juiisdiction  of  a  neutral  state,  the  victor  may  poisae  him  dim  fmvet  cjmu,  and 
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\  his  priie  within  the  neutral  state.  He  rests  his  opinion  entirely  on  the  anthority 
aod  practice  of  the  Dotch,  and  admits  that  he  has  never  seen  the  disUnolioD  taken  hy  the 
publicists  or  in  the  practice  of  nations.  It  appears,  however,  that  Oasaregis  and  several 
other  foreign  jurists,  mentioned  by  Azuni.  held  a  similar  doctrine.  But  D'Ahen,  Yalin 
Emerigon,  Vattel,  Asuni,  and  others,  maintained  the  sounder  doctrine  that  when  the 
flying  enemy  has  entered  neutral  territory  he  is  placed  immediately  under  the  protection 
of  the  neutral  power.  The  same  broad  principle  that  would  tolerate  a  forcible  entrance 
upon  neutial  ground  or  waters  in  pursuit  of  a  foe  would  lead  the  pursuer  into  the  heart 
of  a  commercial  port.  There  is  no  exception  to  the  rule  (hat  every  voluntary  entrance 
into  neutral  territory  with  hostile  purposes  is  absolutely  unlawful.  The  neutral  border 
must  not  be  used  as  a  shelter  for  making  preparations  to  renew  the  attack,  and 'though 
the  neutral  is  not  obliged  to  refufte  a  passage  and  safety  to  the  pursuing  party,  he  ought 
to  cause  him  to  depart  as  soon  as  possible,  and  not  permit  him  to  lie  by  and  watch  his 
opportunity  for  further  contest." 

In  the  case  which  was  referred  to,  in  the  first  passage  which  I  read,  by  Ohancellor  Kent, 
the  case  before  Lord  Stowell,  of  **the  Two  Brothers,"  reported  in  the  third  volume  of 
Bobinson's  Admiralty  Cases,  this  question  arose  :  There  was  a  capture,  the  legality  of 
which  came  in  question.  The  capture  was  said  to  be  illegal  because  theci4>turing  ship,  at 
the  time  of  the  capture,  was  lying  within  neutral  territory— that  is  to  say,  within  three 
miles  of  a  neutral  shore.  The  ship  did  not  move  herself,  and  did  not,  with  her  guns,  or 
otherwise,  take  any  immediate  part  in  the  capture,  but  she  sent  her  boats  outside  the 
neutral  territory  from  the  ship,  and  the  boats  made  the  capture ;  and  it  was  contended 
that  the  capture  was  not  invalid,  because  the  ship  herself  had  not  made  it.  Now,  Lord 
Stowell  was  of  opinion  that  no  proximate  acts  of  war  were  in  any  manner  to  be  allowed  to 
originate  on  neutral  grounds,  and  be  could  not  but  think  that.  (The  learned  counsel  read 
at  very  considerable  length  the  judgment  of  Lord  Stowell.)  Hifl  lordship  stated  that,  if  it 
were  necessary  to  prove  that  a  direct  and  immediate  act  of  hostility  had  been  committed,  he 
should  be  disposed  to  hold  that  it  had  been  suflBciently  made  out  by  the  facts  of  the  case. 
The  distinction  taken,  continued  Sir  Hngh  Cairns,  between  certain  things — connected 
with  hostility  it  may  be — which  are  innocent,  and  other  things  connected  with  hostilities 
which  are  matters  of  complaint  and  international  law — things  termed  direct  and  proximate 
acts  or  causes  of  hostility  are  deemed  to  be  a  violation  of  international  law.  Those  things 
which  are  remote  and  not  proximate  are  not  so,  and  an  instance  is  given  by  Sir  William 
Scott  even  with  regard  to  a  ship  aiimitted  to  be  a  ship  which  intends  to  commit  hostilities 
at  some  future  period,  viz :  that  the  obtaining  provisions  and  supplies  of  an  innocent 
character,  and  not  of  a  warlike  character,  is  an  act  which  is  remote — it  may  be  a  cause  of 
war,  it  may  be  connected  with  war,  but  it  is  remote  and  not  proximate,  and  the  neutral 
nation  cannot  complain  of  any  infringement  of  territory  if  an  act  of  that  kind  alone  is 
committed  upon  it.  Now,  I  will  ask,  what  should  be  the  conclusion  we  should  naturally 
draw  from  the  two  rules  I  have  mentioned  as  to  the  course  which  municipal  legislation 
might  be  expected  to  take  ?  The  law  of  nations  defines  a  line  outtiide  the  dominiouH  of  a 
state — I  mean  ottt<^ide  the  land  up  to  which  municipal  jurisdiction  extends,  and  beyond 
which  it  ceases  We  find  that,  according  to  the  rules  of  international  law,  it  is  allowable 
to  a  neutral  state,  and  to  the  subjects  of  it,  to  carry  and  deliver  outside  it  any  of  thoee 
articles  which  are  called  contraband  of  war— guns,  ammunition,  ships,  or  any  other 
article.  International  law  also  boldH  that  you  might  carry  guns,  &c.,  from  the  neutral 
state,  and  deliver  into  a  ship  outside  the  boundary  line,  subject  to  the  right  of  capture ;  but, 
OQ  the  other  hand,  the  same  law  sayM  you  mui*t  not  originate,  on  the  neutral  territory, 
any  proximate  act  of  war ;  you  must  not  issue  out  of  the  neutral  territory  with  a  ship 
which  shall  be  prepared  to  commit  hohtilities.  I  say  it  is  beyond  all  doubt  clear,  accord- 
ing to  international  law,  that  you  might  bring  a  ship  outaide  the  limit  of  neutral  territory 
and  bold  it  there  or  anchor,  and  fit  and  load  another  ship  with  guns  or  ammunition,  and 
then  carry  that  ship  outside  of  the,  limit,  and  then  transfer  the  guns  and  ammunition 
which  you  bad  so  put  on  board,  just  as  you  would  do  in  a  foreign  port.  Ton  would  not 
be  allowed  to  go  ineide  a  neutral  territory  and  arm  and  prepare  for  hostilities,  in  a  way 
calculated  to  commit  hostilities,  a  ship  which  might  sally  out  of  the  neutral  territory,  go 
beyond  the  limit,  and,  without  any  intervening  space  occurring  in  which  it  might  be 
captured  by  the  belligerent  power,  commence  hostilities  with  a  ship  so  armed.  This  would 
be  a  sort  of  outrage,  and  considered  as  an  alisence  of  neutrality.  I  should  say,  a  priori, 
that  what  we  should  expect  to  be  the  course  of  mnnicipal  legislation  upon  the  subject 
would  be  some  legislation  which  would  guard  against  such  a  case,  and  which,  by  way  of 
restraint  upon  the  subjects  of  the  neutral  power,  would  prevent  its  subjects  from  doing 
that  of  which  the  belligerent  might  complain.  Now,  we  will  see  if  that  is  the  course  ot 
municipal  legislation  upon  the  subject.  The  first  definite  municipal  act  of  the  legislature 
was  one  passed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  in  the  year  1794.  There  are  variotis 
reaHons  why,  if  there  be  any  question  or  doubt  upon  the  oonstrnctton  of  our  own  act  of 
Parliament,  we  may  fScdrly  look  to  the  history  of  the  Ameiican  legislation  upon  the  sii^"" 
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Jeot  Ono  rea«on  would  be,  that  to  »  very  great  extent,  In  the  woitte  of  the  atatote,  H  ii 
found  that  oar  own  act  follows  the  American  act  of  Googrese  Another  reason  wonld  he, 
thai  we  know  as  a  matter  of  history  that  it  is  distinctly  affirmed  that  the  object  of  the 
legislation  in  this  country  was  to  follow,  and  to  follow  as  closely  as  might  be,  the  course 
of  the  American  legislation.  My  lords,  I  find  that,  with  referenoe  to  the  English  act  of 
Parliament,  the  minister  of  the  day  by  whom  it  was  introduced  (Mr.  Canning)  said  this: 

**  If  I  wished  for  a  guide  in  the  system  of  neutrality,  I  should  take  that  laid  down  by 
America  in  the  days  of  the  Presidency  of  Washington  and  the  Secretaryship  of  Jeffenon. 
In  1793  complaints  were  made  to  the  American  goTemment  that  French  ships  were  allowed 
to  fit  out  and  arm  in  American  ports  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  British  shipa,  in  direct 
oppoidtion  to  tbe  laws  of  neutrality.  Immediately  upon  this  representation  the  American 
government  held  that  such  a  fitting  out  was  contrary  to  the  laws  of  neutrality,  and  otdeit 
were  issued  prohibiting  the  arming  of  any  French  vessels  in  American  ports.  At  Hew 
York  a  French  vessel  fitting  out  was  seized,  delivered  over  to  the  tribunals,  and  oondemned. 
Upon  that  ooci^on  the  government  held  that  such  fitting  out  of  French  ships  in  American 
ports  for  the  purpose  of  cruising  agaioKt  English  vessels  was  incompatible  with  the  sove- 
reisnty  of  the  United  States,  and  tended  to  interrupt  the  peaoe  and  good  nndentfanding 
which  subsisted  between  that  country  and  Great  Britain." 

Now,  my  lords,  Mr.  Canning  referred  to  certain  rules  which  were  issued  by  the  Amerlcaa 
government  just  immediately  before  the  act  of  Congress  was  passed,  rules  which  are  referred 
to  by  international  writers  as  being  the  true  exposition  of  international  law.  Mr.  Canning 
refers  to  those  rules,  and  says  that  if  he  wished  for  a  guide  in  the  system  of  neutrality  he 
would  take  those  rules  so  laid  down,  and  he  says  that  it  was  upon  the  principle  of  those 
rules  that  the  English  bill,  as  a  matter  of  history  in  his  view,  was  enacted.  The  Amer- 
ican act  of  Conflrress  passed  in  1794.  Tbe  occurrences  which  led  to  its  being  passed 
took  place  in  the  year  1793.  The  French  republic  was  constituted  early  in  the  latta 
year,  and  the  first  act  almost  it  did  was  to  send  a  minister  to  tbe  United  States  named 
Qenet,  and  he  instituted  the  equipment  of  privateers  in  American  ports  to  cruise  against 
and  capture  English  vessels,  the  republic  of  France  having  declared  war  against  England  at 
that  time.  America  was  at  peace  with  the  whole  world,  and  naturally  wished  to  reap  tbe 
advantage  which  a  commercial  country  expects  to  reap  from  a  state  of  neutrality  in  the 
midst  of  war.  America  tried  to  see  bow  far  the  acts  of  Genet  could  be  put  a  stop  to  oa 
principles  of  international  law;  if  they  could  be  put  a  stop  to  on  those  principles,  to  aaoer- 
tain  how  far  municipal  law  should  be  called  in  aid  and  constituted  for  the  purpose. 
My  lords,  there  are  two  or  three  references  to  matters  of  history  which  will  bring  na  coo- 
Teniently  to  the  consideration  of  the  American  act  of^ Congress.  In  the  correspondence 
of  one  of  the  American  ministers  of  the  day,  Jefferson,  a  book  which  is  entitled  Jeftnm^t 
Meman  and  Oorrttpondene;  in  the  third  volume,  page  242,  Mr.  Jefferson,  writing  to  Genet, 
refers  to  the  subject  in  this  way.    He  says: 

**In  a  conversation  which  I  had  afterwards  the  honor  of  holding  with  you,  I  obaerved 
that  one  of  those  armed  vessels,  the  Citlaen  Genet,  had  come  into  this  port  with  a  prias 
(that  is,  ioto  the  port  of  Philadelphia;)  that  the  President  had  thereupon  taken  UiecsM 
into  further  consideration,  and  after  mature  consultation  and  delii^ratinn  was  of  opinion 
that  the  arming  and  equipping  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  to  cruise  against 
nations  with  whom  they  were  at  peace  was  incompatible  with  the  territorial  sovereignty  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  it  made  them  Instrumental  to  the  annoyance  of  those  nations, 
and  thereby  tended  to  compromise  their  peace,  and  that  he  thought  it  necessary,  as  aa 
evidence  of  good  faith  to  them  as  well  as  a  proper  reparation  to  the  sovereignty  of  the 
country,  that  the  armed  vessels  of  this  description  should  depart  from  the  ports  of  the 
United  States." 

We  have  given  as  much  as  we  could,  under  the  circumstances,  of  the  learned  ooonsel't 
arguments,  which  had  not  concluded  when  the  court  adjourned. 

In  order  to  give  some  of  the  references  made  by  Sir  Hugh  Cairns  to  American  works,  Ac, 
we  have  had  occasion  to  refer  to  a  very  lucid  and  excellent  little  work  on  the  policy  and 
interpretation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  by  Frederick  Waymouth  Gibbs,  C.  B.,  which 
has  just  been  published  by  Mr.  Ridge,  of  169  Piccadilly.  As  all  the  public  libraries  doao 
at  4  o'clock,  and  are  made  thereby  useless  to  those  who  are  obliged  to  work  each  day  after 
the  rising  of  the  law  courts,  we  deem  it  only  fair  thus  to  acknowledge  the  source  txm 
which  in  this  instance  we  have  derived  much  useful  and  valuable  information. 

Omi  qf  Euktqutr,  Navmhw  18. 

Sir  Hugh  Cairns  resumed  his  argument  this  morning,  and  we  continue  our  report  of  it 
fcom  where  we  left  off  last  evening. 

The  attorney  general,  the  solicitor  general,  the  Queen's  advocate,  Mr.  Locke,  Q.  a,  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Jones,  appeared  for  the  crown;  and  Sir  Hugh  Cairns,  Q.  C,  Mr.  Kanlake,  Q. 
a,  Mr.  MelUsh,  Q.  C,  and  Mr.  Kempiaj,  for  the  defendants    --  -y  --  --  -<^"^ 
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8lr  Hagb  Cairns  Bald:  We  hare  a  letter  from  Wasbington  to  Mr.  Hamilton,  his  minister, 
vbicfa  clearly  shows  what  was  working  in  Washington's  mind,  and  ted  afterwards  to  the 
rales  which  bis  secretary  framed.  It  is  printed  in  Sparks* s  collection  of  the  writings  of 
Wasbington,  and  runs  tbns: 

**  DsAR  8ir:  As  I  perceive  there  has  been  some  misconception  respecting  the  building 
of  tessels  in  our  ports,  which  vessels  may  be  converted  into  armed  ones,  and  as  I  under- 
stand frum  the  attorney  general  that  there  is  to  be  a  meeting  to-day  or  to-morrow  of  the 
gentlemen  on  another  occasion,  I  wish  to  have  that  part  of  yonr  circular  letter  which  re* 
q>ects  this  matter  recunbidered  by  them  before  it  goes  out.  I  am  not  disposed  to  adopt  any 
measure  which  may  check  ship-building  in  this 'country,  nor  am  I  satisfied  that  we  should 
too  promptly  adopt  measures  In  the  liist  instance  that  are  not  indii^pensably  necessary. 
To  take  fair  and  supportable  ground  I  conceive  to  be  our  best  policy,  and  it  is  all  that  can 
be  required  of  us  by  the  powers  at  war,  leaving  the  rest  to  be  managed  according  to  circum- 
stances  and  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  them.'' 

Before  any  act  was  done  by  Congress  the  circular  letter  referred  to  in  this  letter  was  settled 
and  sent  out.'  That  circular  contains  certain  rules,  which  contain,  as  I  will  show  you,  the 
true  exposition  of  international  law.  In  the  collection  of  American  State  Papertf  vol.  I,  p. 
45,  in  the  following  tetter,  we  have  the  circular  letter  as  finally  settled.  Now,  what  the 
letter  says  to  the  collector  of  customs  is  this: 

**No  armed  vessel  which  has  been  or  shall  be  originally  fitted  out  in  any  part  of  the 
United  States  by  either  of  the  parties  at  war  is  henceforth  to  have  asylum  in  any  district 
of  tlie  United  States.  If  any  such  armed  vessel  shall  appear  within  your  district  she  is 
Immediately  to  be  notified  to  the  governor  and  attorney  of  the  district,  which  is  also  to  be 
done  with  respect  to  any  prize  that  such  armed  vessel  may  send  or  bring  in.  The  purchas- 
ing in  and  exporting  from  the  United  States  by  way  of  merchandise  any  articles  commonly 
called  contraband,  being  generally  warlike  instruments  and  military  stoi  es,  is  free  to  all  the 
parties  at  war,  and  is  not  to  be  interfered  with.  If  our  citizens  undertake  to  carry  them  to 
any. of  those  parties,  they  will  be  abandoned  to  the  penalties  which  the  laws  of  war 
authorize  " 

The  rules  ran: 

*'  1.  The  original  arming  and  equipping  of  vessels  In  the  ports  of  the  United  States  by 
any  of  the  belligerent  parties  for  military  service,  offensive  or  defensive,  is  deemed  unlawful. 
9.  Equipments  of  merchant  vessels  by  either  of  the  belligerent  parties  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  btates,  purely  fur  the  accommodation  of  tbem  as  such,  is  deemed  lawful.  3.  Equip- 
ments in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  of  vessels-of-war  in  the  immediate  service  of  the 
government  of  any  of  the  belligerent  paities,  which,  if  done  to  other  vessels,  would  be  of 
a  doubtful  nature,  as  being  applicable  either  to  commerce  or  war,  are  deemed  lawful ; 
except  those  which  shall  have  made  prize  of  the  subjects,  people,  or  property  of  ifrance, 
coming  with  their  prizes  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the  seventeenth 
article  of  our  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  France  4.  £quipmeut4  in  the  ports  of 
the  United  States,  by  any  of  the  parties  At  war  with  France,  of  vessels  fitted  for  merchandise 
or  war,  whether  witn  or  without  commissions,  which  are  lioubtful  in  their  nature,  as  being 
applicable  either  to  commerce  or  war,  are  deemed  lawful,  except  those  which  shall  have 
made  prize,  &c.  5.  Equipments  of  any  of  the  vessels  of  France,  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  which  are  doubtful  in  their  nature  as  being  applicable  to  commerce  or  war,  are 
deemed  lawful.  6.  Equipments  of  every  kind,  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  of  priva- 
teetv  of  the  powers  at  war  with  France,  are  deemed  unlawful.  7.  Equipments  of  vessels  in 
the  ports  of  the  United  States,  which  are  of  a  nature  solely  adapted  to  war,  are  deemed  un- 
lawful, except  those  stranded  or  wrecked,  as  mentioned  in  the  eighteenth  article  of  our 
treaty  with  France,  the  sixteenth  of  our  treaty  with  the  United  Netherlands,  the  eighteenth 
of  our  treaty  with  Prussia.  8.  Vessels  of  either  of  the  parties  not  armed,  or  armed  previ- 
ous to  their  coming  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  not  have  infringed  any 
of  the  foregoing  rules,  may  lawfully  engage  or  enlist  their  own  subjects  or  citizens,  not 
being  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  except  privateers  of  the  powers  at  war  with  France, 
and  except  those  vessels  which  shall  have  made  prizes,  &c." 

The  result,  therefore,  of  the  whole  is  this:  That  laying  down  what  was  then  conceived  to 
be  the  rule  of  international  law  in  the  case,  these  provisions  were  made  complying  with  a 
treaty  which  America  had  with  one  of  the  powers,  and  providing  for  a  te:;t  to  be  applied  in 
every  case  whether  you  were  dealing  with  a  ship  clearly  a  vessel-of  war  or  to  a  vessel  which 
yon  did  not  know  was  meant  for  war  or  for  commerce,  and  as  to  which  there  might  be  a 
dispute,  v^ongress  met  at  the  close  of  that  year  1793,  and  the  enlistment  act  was  passed. 
The  third  section,  which  agrees  to  a  certain  extent  with  our  seventh  section,  standi  thus: 
*^Xf  any  person  shall  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,"  and  there  I  pause  to  observe 
that  I  thmk  our  American  brethren  write  better  English  in  this  respect  than  we  did;  they 
put  in  the  ** shall "  in  its  proper  place;  whereas,  per  tncartam,  in  our  own  act  it  has  slipped 
out  of  the  place  where  it  oaght  to  be  found:  ^      ^^  ^    _  ^  ^  9lc 
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**  If  any  person  shall,  within  the  limits  of  the  United  Stttes,  fit  out  and  arm,  or  attempt 
to  fit  oat  and  arm,  or  procure  to  be  fitted  out  and  armed,  or  shall  koowinfi^ly  be  concerned 
In  the  furnishing,  fitting  out,  or  arming  of  any  ship  or  yessel,  with  intent  that  such  ship  or 
vessel  shall  be  employed  in  the  service  of  any  foreign  prince  or  state,  or  of  any  colony,  dis- 
trict, or  people,  to  cruise  or  commit  hostilities  azainst  the  subjects,  citizens,  or  property  of 
any  foreign  prince  or  state,  or  of  any  colony,  dintrint,  or  people  with  whom  the  United 
States  are  at  peace,  or  shall  issue  or  deliver  a  commission  within  the  territory  or  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States  for  any  ship  or  vessel  to  the  intent  that  she  may  be  employed  as 
aforesaid,  every  person  so  offending  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and 
shall  be  fiufd  not  more  than  $10,000,  and  Imprisoned  not  more  than  three  years  " 

It  is  a  singular  thing  that  the  words  in  the  first  part  of  this  clause  are  conjunctive,  "fit 
out  and  arm,"  or  attempt  to  fit  out  and  arm,  or  procure  to  be  fitted  out  and  armed  ; 
whereas  when  we  come  to  the  question  of  being  concerned  in  the  furnishing,  it  is  the 
**  furnishing,  fitting  out,  or  arming  of  any  ship  or  vessel."  That  has  been  a  subject  of 
controversy  in  America,  and  I  will  show  your  lordships  at  a  proper  tsme  what  has  been 
decided  upon  it.  Another  thing  is  very  singular,  that  when  we  come  to  the  word  **  con- 
cerned." another  term  is  introduced,  which  is  not  found  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  sentence, 
viz:  ** furnishing."  The  construction  is,  that  you  shall  not  within  the  United  States  fit 
out  a  ship  as  a  ship-of-war,  to  be  employed  by  one  belligerent  against  another.  That  ex- 
actly tallies  with  the  rules  laid  down  by  Washington,  and  adopted  by  writers  upon  inter- 
national law.     I  will  now  ask  you  to  go  to  the  fourth  section: 

**  That  if  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States  shall,  without  the  limits  thereof,  fit 
out  and  arm,  or  attempt  to  fit  out  and  arm,  or  procure  to  be  fitted  out  and  armed,  or  shall 
knowingly  aid  or  be  concerned  in  the  furnishing,  fitting  out.  or  arming  any  private  ship  or 
vessel-of-war  or  privateer,  with  intent  that  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  employed  to  cruise 
or  commit  hostilities  upon  the  citizens  of  the  United  Stateit  or  their  property,  or  shall  take 
the  command  of  or  enter  on  board  of  any  such  ship  or  vessel  for  the  intent  aforesaid,  or 
shall  purchase  any  interest  in  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  with  a  view  t>  share  in  the  profits 
thereof,  such  person  so  otFendiug  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  high  miFdemeanur  " — 
that  is,  to  commit  hostilities  upon  citizens  of  the  United  Statrs,  which  is  a  wholly  different 
matter.  This  section  was  not  in  the  first  act,  but  was  introduced  into  the  act  of  1818.  The 
fifth  section  seems  to  me,  with  reference  to  our  investigation  of  what  is  the  principal  offence, 
of  very  great  importance.     It  runs  thus: 

<*  If  any  person  shall,  within  the  territory  or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  increase  or 
augment,  or  procure  tu  be  increa:^  or  augmented,  or  shall  knowingly  be  concerned  in 
increasing  or  augmenting  the  force  of  any  ship-of-war,  cruiser,  or  other  armed  vessel* 
which  at  any  time  of  her  arrival  within  the  United  States  was  a  ship-of-war,  or  cruiser,  or 
armed  vessel  in  the  service  of  any  prince  or  state,  or  of  any  colony,  district,  or  people,  or 
belonging  to  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  any  such  prince  or  state,  colony,  district,  or  people, 
the  same  being  at  war  with  any  foreign  prince  or  state,  or  of  any  colony,  district,  or  people 
with  whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace,  by  adding  to  (augmenting,  that  is  to  say)  ibt 
number  of  the  guns  of  such  vessel,  or  by  changing  those  on  board  of  her  for  guns  of  a  larger 
calibre,  or  by  the  addition  thereto  of  any  equipment  solely  applicable  to  war,  every  person 
so  offending  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  shall  be  fined  not  more  than 
$1,000,  and  be  imprisoned  not  more  than  one  year." 

This  throws  a  flood  of  light  upon  the  whole  legislation,  and  how  It  agrees  with  the  rules 
preceding  it.  Here  you  are  dealing  with  a* case  of  a  ship  as  to  the  desriuation  and  object 
of  which  there  is  no  possible  doubt.  Is  it  lawful  to  equip  her  ?  Nothing  of  the  kind.  Ii 
it  lawful  to  augment  her  armed  force  by  adding  to  the  guns,  by  changing  them  for  larger 
or  other  guns  ?  But  if  there  be  any  equipment,  (and  we  all  know  there  is  abundance  of 
equipment  not  applicable  solely  for  warlike  purposes,)  she  Is  at  liberty  to  have  that  equip- 
ment; she  may  come  in  and  get  it  and  sail  away;  in  other  words,  the  very  thing  prescribed 
in  the  rule  by  Washington  is  to  be  attended  to.  Sir  Hugh,  after  making  some  comments 
on  the  1st  section  of  the  American  act,  passed  to  the  11th  section: 

*'  That  the  collectors  of  customs  be  and  they  are  hereby  respectively  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  detain  any  vessel  manifestly  built  for  warlike  purposes." 

This  is  a  new  class  of  vessel;  this  is  not  an  armed  vessel .  They  cannot  detain,  generally, 
any  vessel  **  manifestly  built  for  warlike  purposes,"  but  any  vessel  '*  manifestly  built  for 
warlike  purposes,  of  which  the  cargo  shall  principally  consist  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war, 
when  the  number  of  men  shipped  on  board,  or  other  circumstances,  shall  render  it  proba- 
ble that  such  vessel  is  Intended  to  be  employed  by  the  owner  or  owners  to  cruise  or  commit 
hostilities  upon  the  subjects,  citizens,  or  property  of  any  foreign  prince  or  state,  or  of  any 
ooI(>oy,  district,  or  people  with  whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace,  until  the  dedsion  ul 
the  President  be  had  thereon,  or  until  a  bond  be  given." 

No  amount  of  suspicion  will  justify  the  collector  of  customs  Id  a  case  of  that  sort.  The 
act  merely  intends  to  provide  for  the  case  where  yon  are  equipping  within  the  ports  of 


DIPLOMATIC  COBBESPOKDENCfE.  1295 

America  a  ship  as  a  TesBel-of-war,  meaning  by  that,  equipping  her  with  things  that  are 
ei»eDtiiil  and  distinguishing  characteristics  of  a  Yessel-of-war.  Now,  having  troubled  your 
lordBhips  with  the  words  of  the  American  act,  I  would  refer  you  to  those  American  author- 
ities, so  far  as  we  have  them,  upon  the  construction  of  this  act  of  Congress,  and  the  first  in 
point  of  time  is  in  Bet't  American  AdmiraUi/  ReporU,  pige  76.  Bee  was  not  the  reporter,  but 
anadmiralty  judgeof  coniddereble reputation.  Thecase is  '*  Moodiew.  Theship  Brothers." 
The  question  }Ut)6e  in  this  way ;  A  privateer  had  taken  a  prize;  she  was  brought  in  for  ad- 
judication, and  Mr.  Bioodie,  who  was  the  English  consul,  and  in  whose  name  all  the  pro- 
ceedings during  the  beginning  of  the  war  were  taken,  objected  to  the  condemnation  upon 
the  ground  that  the  privateer  had  been  fitted  out  in  a  port  of  the  United  States,  in  contra- 
vention of  the  American  act  of  Congress,  which  would  have  made  the  capture  illegal,  if  it 
could  have  been  proved. 

**The  prize,  upon  the  arrival  in  this  port,  was,  with  the  cargo,  libelled  by  the  British 
consul,  Mr.  Moodie,  who,  among  other  causes,  alleges  that  the  privateer"  (the  whole  of  this 
report  is  the  judgment  of  the  court)  **  was  originally  fitted  out  in  the  port  of  Charleston, 
or  augmented  in  her  warlike  force,  contrary  to  the  act  of  Congress  and  law  of  neutrality  of 
nations;  be  therefore  claims  restitution  of  the  captured  vessel.  The  cliumants  cannot  deny 
that  the  privateer  was  originally  fitted,  armed,  or  manned  within  any  of  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  or  that  she  received  therein  any  augmentation  or  addition  solely  applicable 
to  purposes  of  war.  They  produce  a  copy  of  her  commission  from  Leveaux,  and  plead  tbe 
17th  article  of  the  treaty  with  France  in  bar  to  the  interference  of  this  court  in  this  cause. 
SeveiHl  exhibits  have  been  filed  to  show  that  the  captured  vessel  and  cargo  are  British 
property,  and  one  exhibit  shows  that  the  privateer  was  formerly  an  armed  vessel  in  the 
service  of  the  King  of  Spain,  and  then  mounted  18  guns;  that  she  was  captured  by  the 
Montagne,  French  privateer,  and  brought  as  prize  into  this  port,  whence  she  afterwards 
departed  with  fewer  guns  than  she  had  on  her  coming  in."  It  was  agreed  between  the 
parties  that  certain  evidence  should  be  taken.  The  judge  continues:  **  I  have  already,  by 
my  decree  in  the  case  of  the  Courier,  declared  my  opinion  of  this  privateer,  but  have  re- 
considered the  evidence  with  great  care  of  Messrs.  Wallace,  Libby,  Williams,  Carpenter, 
and  Weyman,  and  the  collector,  and  they  all  agree  that  sbe  was  a  complete  privateer  when 
she  first  arrived  there;  she  had  then  14  guns  on  her  main-deck,  two  cohorns  forward,  and 
swivels  on  her  quarter-deck.  They  also  agree  that  she  received  no  augmentation  of  force 
here;  she  had  been  much  injured  in  her  engagement  with  La  Montagne,  and  was  compelled 
to  take  off  her  quarter-deck.  She  went  to  sea,  returned  dismasted,  and  took  a  new  mast, 
(that  was  in  an  American  port,)  but  none  of  the  witnesses  saw  any  additional  equipments. 
Ingram,  who  worked  on  her,  says  she  had  her  quarter-deck  taken  down,  her  waist  repaired, 
and  two  ports  cut  therein;  that  she  was  an  armed  vessel  when  she  arrived,  and  was  repaired 
as  a  privateer.  The  question,  then,  is  wholly  as  to  the  cutting  of  two  new  ports  when  her 
waist  was  repaired.  This  arises  out  of  Ingram*s  testimony,  which  is  at  variance  with  that 
of  Williams,  Libby,  and  Carpenter,  and  positively  contradicted  by  the  oath  of  the  claim- 
ants, who  swear  that  the  repairs  she  received  in  this  port  were  necessary  to  her  safety  of 
Bailing,  but  not  at  all  applicable  to  war."  The  learned  judge,  convinced  that  that  was  the 
inue  to  be  decided  upon  the  evidence,  whether  the  repairs  or  equipments  she  had  received 
were  at  all  applicable  to  war,  continued:  **Tbey  say  she  actually  went  to  sea  with  fewer 
guns  than  she  had  when  she  arrived  as  a  prize.  Admitting,  then,  for  the  sake  of  reconcil- 
ing Ingram's  testimony  with  that  of  the  other  witnesses,  and  with  this  oath  of  the  claimants, 
that  two  of  her  ports  in  the  waist  were  altered,  this  will  not  amount  to  any  additional 
equipments,  nor  can  it  be  considered  as  a  breach  of  neutrality.  If  a  prosecution  had  been 
instituted  under  the  act  of  the  5th  of  June,  no  forfeiture  could  have  been  adjudged  for  so 
trifimg  an  alteration.  Upon  the  whole,  I  retain  my  opinion,  and  that  upon  mature  delibe- 
ration     I  therefore  admit  the  relevancy  of  the  plea  in  bar." 

Of  course  it  is  not  for  me  to  consider  whether  the  learned  judge  was  right  or  wrong  in 
his  oonclmlons  upon  the  facts.  He  had  to  determine  whether  the  equipments  put  on  b^rd 
in  an  Amerioin  port  were  solely  applicable  to  war,  and  he  thought  they  were  not.  That 
was  the  construction  he  put  upon  the  act,  and  dealt  with  the  case  accordingly.  I  ought  to 
have  called  your  lordship's  attention,  before  I  commenced  the  American  cases,  to  a  refer- 
ence to  the  authority  upon  international  law,  showing  that  the  rules  laid  down  by  the 
Washington  government  and  the  American  act  of  Congress  were  declaratory  of  and  in 
accordance  with  the  antecedent  rules  of  international  law.  Mr.  Chancellor  Kent,  vol.  I, 
marginal  paging  122,  says: 

*^*The  government  of  the  United  States  was  warranted  by  the  law  and  practice  of  nations 
in  the  declarations  made  in  1793  of  the  rules  of  neutrality,  which  were  particularly  recog- 
nised as  necessary  to  be  observed  by  the  belligerent  powers  in  their  intercourse  with  this 
country.  These  rules  were,  that  the  original  arming  or  equipping  of  vessels  in  our  ports 
by  any  of  the  powers  at  war  for  military  service  was  unlawful,  and  no  snob  vessel  was  enti-  t 
tied  to  an  asylum  in  our  porta.    The  equipment  by  them  of  gorernment  y6stel»-of*war,  i^lC 
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mftttani  whMi,  if  done  to  oUmt  rmtek,  vonld  b«  equally  applicable  to  oommeToe  or  war, 
was  lawful,  llie  equipneot  by  tbem  of  Teaeels  fitted  for  mercbandiee  and  war  and  a]>p)i- 
cable  to  eitber  was  lawful,  but  if  it  were  of  a  nature  solely  applicable  to  war  it  waa  onlaw- 
fal.  And  if  the  armed  vessel  of  one  nation  should  depart  from  our  jurisdiction,  no  armed 
vessel ,  being  within  the  same  and  belonging  to  an  adyerse  belligerent  power,  shonld  depart 
tmUl  twenty-four  hours  after  the  former  without  being  deemed  to  have  violated  the  law  of 
nations  '' 

This  is  an  authority  which  will  connect  us  with  the  whole  chain  I  have  given,  first  the 
declaration  and  tb«n  the  act  of  Oongresa,  showing  that  the  declaration  and  the  act  of  Con- 
gress were  simply  an  affirmance  of  the  rule  of  international  law.  Having  turned  aside  for 
a  moment,  I  now  return  to  tho  next  case  upon  this  act  in  the  American  authorities.  There 
was  a  trial  for  a  misdemeanor  under  this  act  in  the  year  1795,  reported  in  Wharton's  Amer- 
ican 8tate  Trials,  page  93.  The  questions  were,  whether  there  was  an  equipment  within 
the  terms  of  the  act  of  Congress  within  the  American  jurisdiction;  and  the  other  was, 
whether  there  was  an  intent  on  the  part  of  Quinet,  the  prisoner,  to  join  in  using  the  ship 
as  a  privateer.  The  indictment  was  that  he  was  conoemed  in  furnishing,  fitting  out,  and 
arming  a  certain  vessel  or  ship  called  Les  Jumeauz,  lying  at  the  port  of  Philadelphia.  The 
evidence  went  to  show  that  the  vessel  had  four  iron  guns,  with  carriages;  her  whole  ap- 
pearance changed  from  what  she  had  been— twenty  ports  open,  and  a  crew  of  b^stweea 
thirty  and  forty  on  board.  Quiuet  was  convicted.  The  attorney  for  the  states  contended 
that,  being  converted  from  a  merchant  vessel  carrying  a  few  guns  for  self-defence  into  a 
privateer  armed  for  hostilities,  it  was  clearly  an  original  outfit  within  the  meaning  of  the 
law.     Mr.  Justice  Patteson,  in  summing  up,  after  going  into  the  evidence,  says: 

"If  the  equipments  were  not  to  be  used  for  merchandise,  the  inference  was  inevitable 
that  they  were  to  be  used  for  war.  No  man  would  proclaim  from  the  housetop  that  he 
intende<i  to  fit  out  a  privateer;  the  intention  must  be  collected  from  all  the  oircnmstaBOPt 
of  the  transaction,  which  the  jury  will  investigate,  and  on  which  tbey  must  decide.  But 
if  they  are  of  opinion  that  it  was  intended  to  convert  this  vessel  from  a  merchant  ship  into 
a  cruiser,  any  man  who  was  knowingly  concerned  in  so  doing  is  guilty  in  the  contempUUkn 
of  the  law." 

The  warlike  equipments  are  superadded  at  last,  and  at  last  the  judge  and  all  the  coimssi 
•greed  to  take  the  case  as  turning  on  that,  using  the  words  of  the  judge,  whether  there  had 
been  a  conversion  of  tbe  ship  into  a  ship-of-war  by  virtue  of  those  equipments.  Here  is  a 
case  in  which,  if  the  argument  suggested  on  the  other  side  were  to  prevail,  the  court  and 
all  the  counsel  were  occupying  themselves  in  the  most  nnnecessary  and  superfluous  way  it 
is  possible  to  imagine.  If  U  he  right  that  if  yon  equip  in  any  way  within  the  dominiotts  a 
ship  as  to  which  there  is  an  intent  at  some  time  to  convert  her  into  a  vessel-of-war,  yo« 
commit  an  offence,  what  on  earth  was  the  use  of  the  elaborate  eviilence  produced  in  tbe 
case,  and  tbe  consideration  the  judge  gave  to  it  to  show  that  the  equipment  was  of  a  war^ 
like  nature  ?  because  tliat  is  the  point  to  which  all  parties  addressed  themselves  to  consider. 
There  is  one  more  American  cape  which  I  would  refer  to,  vis:  the  case  of  **  The  United 
States  Of.  Quincy."  (The  facts  of  this  case  are  very  long,  and  we  shall  only  give  a  mece 
epitome  of  them  )  Quincy  was  charged  with  being  knowingly  concerned  in  the  fitting  ont 
of  a  vessel  called  the  Bolivar,  with  the  intent  that  she  should  be  employed  in  theserviee  of 
a  foreign  people,  &c.,  in  hostilities,  and  the  allegation  was  that  1m  was  knowingly  ca*- 
cerned  in  the  fitting  out  of  this  vessel.  The  Bolivar  was  originally  a  pilot  boat,  and  after 
alterations  mailed  from  Baltimore,  having  on  board  provisions,  32  water  Ciisks,  one  gtni- 
carriage  and  slide,  a  box  of  muskets,  and  13  kegs  of  powder.  The  master,  I^Ateraon,  awl 
the  owner,  Valette,  had  given  a  bond  not  to  commit  hostilities.  For  Quincy  it  was  aigved 
that,  because  the  American  act,  when  speaking  of  the  principal  oflfence,  defined  it  to  be  to 
equip  and  arm,  &c.,  the  secondary  ofi^nce  of  being  concerned  in,  &c.,  ouuld  not  be  com- 
mitted unless  the  prosecution  could  show  that  he  was  concerned  in  fitting  out  and  arming. 
Both  must  combine.  After  the  oase  had  been  argued  and  carefully  considered,  the  conrt 
held  that  it  was  not  necessary  that  the  jury  should  believe  or  find  that  the  Bolivar,  wkai 
she  left  Baltimore  and  during  her  voyage  to  bt.  Thomas,  was  armed,  or  in  a  conditioQ  to 
commit  hostilities,  in  order  to  find  tbe  defendant  guilty  of  the  offence  charged  in  the  in- 
dictment. Sir  Hugh  Cairns  came  now  to  tbe  consideration  of  the  Snglish  foreign  enlist- 
ment act.  Not,  as  he  said,  for  the  purpose  of  altering  the  legitimate  construction  of  the 
act,  but,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  the  court  into  possession  of  the  circnmstances  as  a 
matter  of  history,  under  which  it  was  pa^ised,  and  for  the  purpose  of  showing  its  comfkli- 
ance  with  the  rules  of  international  law,  he  would  shortly  refer  them  to  what  those  dream- 
Btances  were  under  which  the  act  was  passed.  'Sir  Hugh  went  on  to  say:  My  lofda,  tbey 
may  be  very  briefly  stated  from  Sir  Archibald  Alison's  history.  In  the  first  toIoom  of  his 
second  Butorp  of  Europe,  section  95,  he  refers  to  the  very  great  popular  excitement  In  the 
year  in  which  this  act  was  passed,  and  the  drcnmstance  of  the  Spanish  colonies  baring  re- 
volted from  the  mother  ouuntry,  and  states  that,  from  the  ^bon|^  sympathy  fdt  In  ttik 
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country  with  the  revolted  colonies,  both  naral  and  military  eqaipments  were  being  pre- 
pared ti  asBist  them.  A  ISritish  adrentarer,  who  assumed  the  title  of  Sir  BC'Gregor  M 'Ore- 
gor,  collected  a  considerable  expedition  in  the  harbors  of  this  country,  with  which,  in 
British  vesse's  and  under  the  British  flag,  he  t3ok  possession  of  Porto  Bello,  South  America, 
then  in  undioturbed  possession  of  a  Spanish  force,  a  country  at  peace  with  England.  This 
aggression  led  to  remonstrances  by  the  Spanish  goreroment,  and  in  consequence  the  gOY- 
ernmeot  brought  in  a  foreign  enlistment  bill,  which  led  to  violent  debates  in  both  houses  of 
Parliament.  Alison  goes  on  to  show  to  what  extent  this  matter  had  gone  in  Ireland,  re- 
ferring to  debates  in  Farliament,  and  the  doctrioes  laid  down  by  Martens,  theintematioaal 
writer,  which  Lord  Lansdowne  had  referred  to.  Having  read  the  extract  from  Alison,  Sir 
Hugh  s^d:  The  same  state  of  things  is  described  by  Mr.  Canning  himself  in  these  words  : 

**  What  would  be  the  result  if  the  House  of  Commons  refused  to  arm  government  with 
the  means  of  maintaining  neutrality  f  Qovernmeot  would  then  possess  no  other  power 
than  that  which  they  exerted  two  years  ago,  and  exerted  in  vain.  The  House  would  do 
well  to  reflect  seriously  on  this  before  they  placed  government  in  so  helpless  a  sitoation. 
Did  the  honorable  and  learned  gentleman  really  think  it  wMd  be  a  wholesome  state  of 
things  that  troops  for  foreign  service  should  be  parading  about  the  streets  of  tha  metropolis 
without  any  power  on  the  part  of  the  government  to  interfere  to  prevent  it  f  At  that  very 
moment  such  was  the  case  in  some  parts  of  the  empire,  and  he  had  little  doubt  that  in  a 
Yery  short  time  the  practice  would  be  extended  to  London." 

And  in  another  part  of  the  same  speech  he  says: 

*'It  was  extremely  important  for  the  preservation  of  neutrality  that  the  subjects  of  this 
country  should  be  prevented  from  fitting  out  any  equipments,  not  only  in  the  ports  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  but  also  in  the  other  ports  of  the  British  dominions  to  be  employed  in 
foreign  service.  The  principle  in  this  ewe  was  the  same  as  in  the  other,  because  by  fitting 
out  anned  vessels,  or  by  supplying  the  vessels  of  other  countries  with  warlike  stoi^  as 
effectual  araiiitance  might  be  rendered  to  a  foreign  power  as  by  enlistment  in  their  service. 
In  this  second  provitdon  of  the  bill  two  objects  were  intended  to  be  embraced— to  prevent 
the  fitting  out  of  armed  vessels,  and  also  to  prevent  the  fitting  out  or  supplying  other  ships 
with  warlike  stores  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  ports.  Not  jthat  such  vessels  might  not  receive 
provisions  in  any  port  in  the  British  dominions,  but  the  object  of  the  enactment  was  to 
prevent  them  from  shipping  warlike  stores,  such  as  gunn  and  other  things,  obviously  and 
manifestly  intended  for  no  other  purpose  than  war." 

That  was  the  evil  they  had  to  euard  against — a  state  of  things  in  which  yon  had  the  enlist- 
ment and  the  parading  through  the  streets  of  men  in  military  assemblage,  and  the  supplying 
ef  ships  with  equipments  which  are  of  a  warlike  character,  guns,  and  matters  ejusdem  generis^ 
with  which  the  ship  would  be  more  or  less  able  to  commit  hostilities  the  moment  it  left  the 
neutral  country.  Sir  Hugh  Cairns  then  read  through  the  preamble  of  the  act,  making  such 
ohservations  as  he  thought  necessary  upon  it,  and  went  through  all  the  sections,  one  by  one, 
of  the  act  itself.  When  upon  the  seventh  section,  (the  section  on  which  the  information  is 
founded,)  Sir  Hngh  said  he  would  remind  the  court  of  what  he  had  before  stated  upon  this 
section,  and  of  the  circumstance  that  the  whole  was  prefaced  bv  the  words,  "wituout  the 
leave  and  license  of  his  Majesty  ;*'  showed  that  there  was  nothing  in  this  which  could  be 
said  a  priori  to  involve  any  offence  in  the  nature  of  malum  in  se,  or  an  offence  as  regards  the 
existence  of  which  you  could  have  any  preconceived  or  preformed  opinion.  We  have  seen 
from  our  own  shores  an  expedition  go  out  fitted  out  in  the  most  formal  way,  as  ships-of-war, 
commanded  by  officers,  some  of  whom  were  in  her  Majesty's  service,  to  China,  where  the 
Chinese  gDvemment  are  belligc^rents  against  a  portion  of  the  Chinese  empire.  The  whole  was 
done  by  leave  of  the  crown,  given  in  an  order  of  council  for  the  purpose.  It  is,  therefore,  one 
of  those  things  in  which  the  crown  may  throw  open  the  whole  of  that,  whatever  it  may  be, 
which  is  covered  by  the  seventh  section,  if  it  so  thinks  fit.  There  is,  therefore,  no  moral 
offence,  no  malum  in  se  which  is  struck  at  by  the  section.  The  next  point  is  the  principle  of 
the  entire  offence  which  is  defined  by  this  section.  Is  there  any  prohibition  against  bmlding 
a  ship  as  distinguished  from  e(|uipping,  fitting  out,  furnishing,  or  arming?  Now,  I  say  that 
the  most  cursory  inspection  ot  the  word  would  lead  us  to  conclude  that  there  is  assumed 
throughout  this  section  that,  before  you  come  to  ascertam  whether  the  offence  is  or  is  not 
committed,  there  is  a  ship  or  vessel  in  existence — there  is  a  shin  spoken  of  which  is  to  be 
equipped,  &c.  The  natural  construction  of  those  terms  would  i>e  that  the  ship  was  in  ex- 
istence as  a  ship,  and  that  something  was  to  be  superadded  to  the  ship,  which  has  occurred 
here,  whatever  it  may  be,  equipping,  fitting  out,  or  arming.  The  forfeiture  clause  makes  it 
gtill  more  clear.  It  says:  **And  every  such  ship  or  vessel,  with  the  tackle,  apparel,  &^., 
which  mav  belong  to  or  be  on  board  of  any  such  vessel,  shall  be  forfeited.'*  And  towards 
the  end  of  the  clause  it  says,  **And  that  every  such  ship  or  vessel,  with  the  tackle,  &c., 
together  with  all  the  materials,  &.C,,,  on  board  such  ship,  may  be  prosecuted  and  condemned 
in  the  like  manner  and  in  such  costs  as  ships  or  vessels  may  be  prosecuted  for  a  breach  of  the 
excise  laws.'*  Therefore,  your  lordships,  observe  that  when  you  come  to  the  end  there  is  a 
distinction  made  between  the  two  things  spoken  of,  viz.,  the  ship  or  vessel  itself  and  the 
furniture,  d^c,  connected  with  the  vestal.    In  addition  to  that,  in  the  part  ef  tibe  section 
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which  speaks  of  the  issuing  or  delivering  of  a  commission,  these  words  occur :  **For  anj* 
ship  or  yessely  to  the  intent  that  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  employed  as  aforesaid.'*  Again, 
speakinff  of  the  existence  of  the  ship  or  vessel  as  a  thing  independent  of  any  equipment  or 
outfit  which  may  be  placed  upon  it,  I  may  say,  my  lords,  as  to  that,  that  if  tne  argument  is 
maintained  on  toe  other  side,  which  I  have  Been  maintained  out  of  doors,  namely,  that  the 
moment  you  find  any  part  of  the  structure  of  a  vessel  to  be  a  part  whi<'h  is  suitable  for  a 
vessel-of-war,  and  not  for  a  vessel  of  commerce,  that  ship  is  struck  at,  and  comes  within  the 
ambit  of  this  act  of  Parliament — if  that  argument  is  maintained  it  must  go  to  thfs  length: 
that  if  it  were  the  case,  as  very  probably  it  is,  that  in  laying  down  the  keel  of  a  ship  the  Iceel 
may  be  laid  down  of  a  kind  more  or  less  fitted  for  a  ship-of-war,  according  as  you  do  or  do 
not  intend  to  employ  the  vessel  as  a  ship-of-war ;  if  the  keel  be  laid  down  with  the  intent  that 
she  shall  be  used  as  a  ship-of-war,  then  that  is  an  offence  committed  within  the  act,  that  it  is 
a  misdemeanor,  and  that  there  is  a  forfeiture,  not  of  the  ship,  for  there  is  no  ship  to  be  for- 
feiled,  but  a  forfeitnie  of  the  keel  so  laid  down.  That  would  be  absurd.  I  really  do  not 
know  that  the  argument  requires  any  graver  consideration ;  it  would  be  absurd  to  say  that 
where  the  act  speaks  of  a  ship  or  vessel  heing  forfeited  with  her  equipments,  that  is  satisfied 
and  met  hy  the  mere  laying  down  of  the  keel,  which  in  no  sense  can  be  called  a  ship,  much 
less  any  part  of  the  equipment  of  a  ship;  If  I  carry  your  lordships  with  me  in  that  observa- 
tion, and  if  you  ultimately  are  of  opinion,  as  I  think  you  will  be,  that  it  is  impostiible  to  con- 
tend that  building,  as  distinguished  from  equipment  and  furniture,  is  struck  at  here,  you  will 
observe  that  there  are  other  matters  here  coimected  with  ships  which  are  not  in  any  way 
mentioned  or  restrained ;  for  example,  there  is  nothing  here  which  restrains  the  hiring  of  a 
ship,  or  the  hiring  of  room  in  a  ship,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  warlike  stores,  to  be 
delivered  either  to  the  ship  abroad  or  to  a  port  abroad ;  there  is  not  a  word  which  would 
indicate  that  that  was  to  be  an  offence  in  any  shape  or  form.  Again,  then,  my  lords,  another 
observation  occurs  to  me,  which  is  this :  if  building  is  not  struck  at  by  this  act  of  Parliament, 
it  follows  upon  every  sound  principle  of  reasoning  that  when  you  come  to  deal  with  words, 
Buefa  as  ** equipping,  furnishing,  fitting  out,  or  arming,'*  you  must  take  them  to  be  words 
dipergi  gen^Hif  as  meaning  something  of  a  different  kind,  something  not  eju$dem  gemeris 
with  buikHng.  You  cannot  upon  any  sound  principle  of  reasoning  assign  so  capacious  and 
so  unmeaning  an  object  to  an  act  of  Parliament  as  to  conceive  that  it  does  not  strike  at  te 
building  of  the  hull  of  a  ship,  but  th^t  it  does  strike  at  something  which  is  just  of  the  same 
kind  AIM  character  and  nature  as  the  mere  building  of  the  hull,  and  which  is  not  connected 
in  any  way  with  hostile  or  warlike  ship-buildlnf.  But  if  you  adopt  the  argument  that  tboee 
words  ** equip,  furnish,  fit  out,  and  arm**  are  alT  efusdem  generia  among  themselves,  so  that 
the  character  of  the  last  will  give  a  complexion  to  the  whole  of  the  four,  then  you  at  onoe  get 
at  an  intelligible  object  and  an  intelligible  meaning  on  the  part  of  the  legislature — namely, 
that  it  did  not  mean  to  prohibit  mere  Duilding ;  that  it  did  not  mean  to  prohibit  anything 
which  was  of  the  character  of  building,  and  as  harmless  as  building  is  allowed  to  be,  but  that 
it  did  strike  at  something  of  a  wholly  different  character,  something  that  would  tiun  the  ship 
into  a  ship  of  a  distinctively  warlike  character,  and  five  it  those  attributes  and  powers  whicn 
a  ship  fitted  out  for  war  would  have.  Now,  my  loras,  I  am  still  not  approaching  the  words 
** attempt  or  endeavor,'*  or  "procure,**  or  **be  concerned  in,**  but  I  am  still  endeavoring  to 
find  out  what  is  the  complete  offence,  if  I  may  use  the  expression,  which  is  struck  at  by  this 
section,  and  the  result  of  my  arguments  as  I  have  put  them  before  your  lordships.  Abandon- 
ing for  a  moment  the  verbiage  of  the  act  of  Parliament,  which  really  cumbers  us,  and  aban- 
doning also  for  a  moment  any  question  of  attempt  or  endeavor,  and  pointing  merely  to  the 
principal  offence  itself,  I  submit  that  the  construction  of  the  sentence,  putting  it  in  very  short 
terms,  is  this — it  is  a  prohibition  to  this  effect :  no  person  within  her  Majesty's  dominions 
shall  equip  a  ship  as  a  ship-of-war  with  a  view  to  its  being  used  by  one  belligerent  against 
another.  The  ingredients  in  the  offence  therefore  are  two-fold :  first,  it  must  be  committed 
within  her  Majesty*s  dominions ;  second,  there  must  be  an  equipment  as  a  ehip-of-war,  by 
which  I  understand  an  equipment  of  a  warlike  character.  Your  lordships  will  observe  that  I 
am  carefully  avoiding  putting  the  case  as  hi^h  as  it  might  be  put  in  argument.  I  might  say 
it  must  be  an  equipment  which  will  enable  the  ship  to  cruise  and  commit  hostilities — that  is, 
going  further,  then  warlike  equipment  would  not  be  sufficients  The  learned  counsel  then 
observed  on  the  eighth  section,  and  made  some  general  remarks  upon  the  information  itself. 
He  said  **  he  would  deal  with  the  minor  words.*'  They  are,  in  the  first  place,  to  attempt  or 
endeavor  to  equip;  secondly,  to  procure  to  be  equipped;  and,  thirdly,  knowingly  aid  or 
assist  or  bo  concerned  in  equipping.  Now,  at  this  branch  of  the  argument,  I  am  entitled  to 
assume  that  the  view  I  have  submitted  of  the  principal  offence  is  the  correct  one :  otherwise, 
of  course,  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  go  into  the  minor  ones ;  but  [  will  assume  now,  that 
the  principal  offence  is  an  offence  so  constituted,  that  is,  an  equipping  within  her  Majesty's 
dominions  in  a  distinctly  warlike  manner  a  ship  to  be  used  by  one  helligerent  to  cruise  and 
commit  hostilities  ag^nst  the  other.  Now  let  me  take,  first,  "an  attempt  or  endeavor  to  do 
that.'*  What  does  that  mean  7  Does  it  mean  an  attempt  or  endeavor  to  do  that  out  of  the 
jurisdiction  ?  It  must,  of  course,  be  an  attempt  or  endeavor  to  do  the  act,  which,  if  it  had 
g[one  on  to  its  consummation,  would  be  the  offence  described  in  the  earlier  words  of  the  sec- 
tion. If  the  offence  described  iu  the  earlier  words  of  the  section  be  to  equip  in  a  distinctively 
warlike  manner  within  the  jurisdiction  a  ship  or  vessel  to  be  so  used,  the  atteoopt^r  endeavor 
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imwt  be  shown  to  be  to  equip  Id  that  distinothrelj  warlike  manner  within  the  jurisdiction  thct 
ship  or  vessel  so  to  be  used.  Kow,  I  will  show  jonr  lordships,  when  we  come  to  the  evidence 
in  this  case,  that  it  never  was  once  sng^ted  that,  beyond  that  which  was  actnallj  done 
upon  the  ship  Alexandra  at  the  time  of  seizure,  there  was  a  grain  of  evidence  going  to  show 
thai  anything  of  a  different  character,  anything  diversi  generis^  was  to  be  doue  to  the  ship, 
before  she  lett  the  jurisdiction ;  and  I  say  that  advisedly,  bearing  in  mind  that  there  was  an 
attempt  made,  with  which  I  shall  qualify  my  statement,  to  show  something  about  funs  to  be 
put  on  board,  which  was  given  up  by  the  attorney  general  fit  the  trial,  but  which  I  will  deal 
with,  as  the  attorney  general  has  now  renewed  the  charge.  But  putting  that  out  of  t!he  ease, 
I  say  it  carries  not  the  case  the  least  further.  If  you  rely  on  an  attempt  or  endeavor,  you 
must  show  that  the  attempt  or  endeavor  was  to  do  that  particular  act  which,  if  the  attempt  or 
endeavor  had  not  failed  or  been  interrupted,  would  have  been  the  oflfence  intended  by  the  act 
of  Parliament.  The  lord  chief  baron :  I  think  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  the  fir^t  thing  is 
this :  before  you  talk  about  attempting,  endeavoring,  aiding,  or  procuring,  or  jmvthing  of 
that  sort,  yon  must  first  see  what  is  the  oflfence  created  by  the  act  of  Parliament ;  what  is  the 
act  that  is  not  to  be  done.  Then,  when  you  have  ascertained  what  that  is,  there  can  be  no 
donbf  that  to  aid  or  abet  in  that,  to  procure  that,  to  assist  in  that,  and  so  on,  is  a  minor 
oflfence  against  the  same  statute,  but  it  does  not  create  a  new  and  different  one;  and  I  own,  I 
think  there  was  a  great  deal  of  mistake  on  that  point,  and  much  confusion  has  arisen  from  the 
act  itself  and  the  attempt  to  do  it  being  put  into  diflferent  categories.  I  called  your  attention 
.very  eariy  toniay  to  that  distinction.  Let  us  know  what  we  are  to  understand  as  the  act 
forbidden,  because  to  assist,  to  aid,  procure,  or  order,  and  so  on,  anv  other  matter  than  that 
which  is  forbidden,  is  no  ofience  at  all ;  and  therefore  it  was  that  I  put  the  question  to  the 


was  admitted  the  vessel  was  net  completed.  If  it  was  not  intended  to  put  the  vessel  into  a 
eondition  so  as  to  complete  the  oflfence  aeainst  which  the  act  is  made,  all  the  attempts  are  of 
no  importance.  8ir  Hugh  Cairns :  I  should  beg  leave  to  illustrate  it  in  this  way,  to  meet 
what  I  understand  to  be  the  argument  of  the  crown,  intimated  in  the  words  I  have  read : 
Snppose  the  case  of  a  ship  clearly  and  admittedly  unequipped,  unfitted,  and  unarmed,  but 
buut  within  this  country.  Lord  chief  baron :  Allow  me  to  say  that  there  is  an  omission  in  a 
part  of  my  summing  up  which  seems  to  have  led  to  some  mistake.  I  think  the  late  attorney 
general  very  much  misunderstood  it,  but  everybodv  who  read  it  with  the  smallest  portion  of 
candor  must,  I  think,  perceive  that  the  word  **  if  **  has  been  left  out.  I  am  made  to  say  this  i 
"Because,  gentlemen,  I  must  say,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Alabama  sailed  away  from  Liver- 
pool  without  any  arms  at  all,  merely  a  ship  in  ballast,  unfurnished,  uneouipped,  unprepared^ 
and  her  arms  were  put  in  at  Terceira,  not  a  port  in  her  Majesty's  dommions.  The  foreign 
enlistment  act  is  no  more  violated  by  that  than  by  any  other  indiflferent  matter  that  might 
happen  about  a  boat  of  any  kind  whatever.'*  All  that  was  prefixed  by  the  word  **if."  Sir 
Hugh  Cairns:  Yes,  it  was  one  sentence  prefixed  by  the  word  **if."  Lord  chief  baron :  I 
must  say  it  seems  to  me  that  **  if  the  Alabama"  is  how  it  should  be  read,  and  I  think  that  no 
person  reading  it  with  any  candor  would  suppose  that  I  had  taken  on  myself  to  say  that  the 
Alabama  did  all  that,  because  I  knew  nothing  about  it;  there  was  no  evidence  about  it.  The 
attorney  general :  We  all  understood  your  lordship  so.  Lord  chief  baron :  It  is  very  obvious 
what  I  mean.  The  attorney  general :  It  is  merely  a  clerical  error.  .  Sir  Hugh  Cairns :  It  is 
correct  in  one  of  the  copies.  Lord  chief  baron :  If  I  had  known  that  it  had  appeared  in 
either  copv,  I  certainly  would  not  have  said  a  word  about  it,  for  the  accuracy  of  the  report  is 
really  highly  praiseworthy.  Sir  Hugh  Cairns :  Your  lordship  will  find  it  at  page  245  of  the 
smaller  copy.  The  attorney  general :  Your  lordship  will  remember  that  I  lead  from  the 
smaller  copy  when  I  moved  for  the  rule.  Sir  Hugh  Cairns :  You  will  see,  my  lord,  it  is  not 
oxily  that  you  said  **  if,"  but  you  said,  *'  if  it  were  true  that."    Lord  chief  baron :  Yes. 

We  are  now  compelled  to  pass  over  the  next  part  of  the  argument,  owing  to  the  very  great 
length  to  whkrh  the  learned  counsel's  argument  has  gene. 

The  question  (continued  Sir  Hugh)  I  was  arguing  last  evening  was  whether,  supposing 
you  could  show  in  point  of  evidence  that,  there  being  in  this  country  a  ship  wholly  unarmea 
and  wholly  unequipped,  it  could  be  proved  there  was  a  certain  equipment  and  armament 
made  ready  for  her  set  apart  in  some  store ;  and  supposing  that  you  had  conclusive  and  dis- 
tinct evidence  that  there  was  no  intention  to  put  toat  equipment  or  armament  on  board  in 
this  country,  but  the  intention  throughout  was  to  do  so  without  the  dominions,  would  that  be 
an  equipment  or  a  furnishing  or  a  fitting  out  within  the  act  of  Parliament  f  Test  it  thus : 
Suppose  an  indictment  were  framed  under  such  circumstances  under  this  act,  and  with  refer- 
ence to  the  arming  of  this  ship ;  of  course  it  would  charge  that  the  person  indicted  did,  within 
her  Majestv's  dominions,  arm  a  ship  or  vessel  of  such  a  name  with  the  intoA  mentioned  in 
the  act.  How  would  that  be  supported?  By  a  proof  of  this  kind — ^not  that  there  was  an; 
armament  put  on  board,  but  there  was  a  store  in  these  dominions  in  which  had  been  prepared 
an  armament  for  the  ship,  but  the  evidence  showing  at  the  same  time  a  clear  intention  to  put 
it  on  board  wiUiout  the  dominions.  The  answer  would  be  that  that  was  not  an  arming  of 
the  ship.  You  have  failed  in  the  allegation  that  you  have  made.  If  that  be  so  with  reg^ard 
to  armament,  it  would  be  so  with  regwrd  to  equipment,  &,c.    Try  it  thus :  I  allege  that  iCft' 
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man  furnished  a  hooBe.  Is  that  aUeffation  proved  in  point  of  fact  if  I  show  that  he  has  not  and 
nerer  had  a  particle  of  furniture  in  it,  but  that  a  person  went  out  and  ordered  furniture  to  be 
made,  and  had  it  prepared  and  put  into  a  reposilirr  with  a  view  to  furnish  the  house  at  some 
foture  time  and  under  different  circumstances  ?  V on  will  see  how  far  the  argument  I  am 
combating  will  have  to  go,  because,  if  the  argument,  wore  a  sound  one,  it  would  be  ec^uallj 
an  ofienee  within  the  act  of  Parliament  to  show  that  there  had  been,  within  her  Majesty's 
dominions,  an  armament  or  an  equipment  prepared  for  a  ship  which  was  never  witmn  ber 
Ali^estj's  dominions  at  all ;  it  would  be  equallj  true  to  aver  that  A  B  armed  or  equipped,  or 
famished,  or  fitted  out  a  ship. 

The  lord  chief  baron.  Or  attempted  to  do  so. 

Sir  Huffh  Cmms.  Or  attempted  to  do  so— that  is  to  say,  if  you  could  show  that  the  ship 
being  without  the  dominions,  and  never  having  been  within  them,  or  attempted  to  bo  brougm 
within  them,  A  B  had  prepared  or  atteraptea  to  prepare  a  certain  armament  or  equipm^t 
with  the  view  to  be  earned  out  of  the  dominions  and  put  on  board  that  ship.  Your  lordships 
will  remember  that  with  regard  to  the  AlexandiU  there  was  no  evidence  whatever  over  and 
above  what  was  actually  done  upon  the  ship.  There  was  no  aimamont,  equipment,  or  anj 
furniture  or  fitting  out  which  could  make  tnat  act  an  addition  to  what  appeared  upon  the 
ship  herself.  Persons  who  take  strong  views  say  that  it  is  a  thing  not  to  l>e  tolerated,  that 
the  ports  in  this  country  should  be  turned  into  arsonals  or  used  as  arsenals  for  one  of  the 
belligerent  powers.  Now,  if  that  is  properly  understood,  I  have  not  the  slightest  objection 
to  the  expression,  if  it  means  that  they  are  not  to  be  used  to  put  on  board  a  warlike  equip- 
ment ;  but  if  it  is  intended  to  designate  anything  more  than  that,  I  entirely  object  to  it,  be- 
cause there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that,  according  to  the  popular  meaning  of  those  words, 
the  law,  whether  right  or  wrong,  is  so — Viz:  that  you  may  turn  our  ports  into  arsenals  for 
one  of  the  bellig^erent  powers.  Theie  is  nothing,  that  I  am  aware  of,  to  prevent  one  of  the 
belligerent  powers  creating  a  manufactory  of  arms  in  one  of  our  ports,  for  the  convenience  of 
shipment  afterwards,  or  establishing  a  manufactory  of  arms  at  a  seaport  of  this  country,  sack 
as  the  government  have  at  Woolwich,  and  make  guns  and  small  arms,  and  sending  tbem 
away  by  ships,  subject  of  course  to  the  liability  of  being  captured  as  contraband  goods. 
Unfortunately,  having  gone  through  the  observations  which  1  had  to  make  upon  the  con- 
struction  of  our  English  act,  I  am  not  able  to  supply  ^our  lordships  with  any  judicial  an- 
thority  upon  the  subject  of  the  construction  of  the  act  in  this  country.  The  tact  is,  as  has 
been  stated,  I  believe,  on  both  sides  of  this  case — and  I  believe  it  is  accurate,  so  far  as  jn 
know — that  there  never  has  been  an  instance  in  this  country  where  any  judicial  construction 
has  been  put  upon  this  act  of  Parliament. 

The  lord  chief  baron.  My  brother  Martin  intimated  to  us  that  he  recollected  perfectly  wtU 
a  case  tried  before  Mr.  Justice  Coltman. 

Sir  Hugh  Cairns.  That  was  the  case  of  a  Sicilian  ship — Granlcli^s  case. 

The  attorney  general.  AVe  have  a  note  of  the  summing  up  in  that  case.  I  cannot  saj 
much  about  its  authenticity,  for  it  does  not  come  from  a  source  the  courts  are  in  the  habit  of 
looking  at;  but  if  it  be  accurate,  it  seems  to  have  been  ruled  by  the  learned  judge  on  that 
occasion. 

Mr.  Locke.  I  have  it  from  The  Times  newspaper,  my  lord. 

Mr.  Baron  Channel.  Lord  Chelmsford  was  the  attorney  general  of  the  day ;  I  think  ho  was 
In  the  case. 

Mr.  Locke.  There  is  a  fiill  report  of  that  case  in  The  Times  newspaper  of  the  6th  of  July, 
1849.  I  do  not  know  whether  your  lordships  will  pay  attention  to  a  report  of  that  kind,  but 
it  seems  very  accurately  done,  and  there  is.  the  summing  up  of  Mr.  Justice  Coltinan.  I 
should  also  tell  your  lordships  that  Mr.  Justice  Maule  was  on  the  bench  at  the  Central  Crim- 
inal Court  along  with  Mr.  Justice  Coltman  upon  that  occasion,  and  there  i^  ouc  very  import- 
ant observation. 

The  lord  chief  baron.  As  far  as  my  experience  goes,  the  circumstance  of  a  learned  judge 
being  present  has  very  little  to  do  with  an  opinion  about  the  matter.  Unless  in  causes  of  veg 
serious  importance,  there  are  seldom  two  judges  present  in  the  same  court;  that  is  for  tlw 
public  convenience. 

Mr.  Locke.  The  case  occupied  no  less  than  four  days  in  being  tried,  and  on  the  one  side 
was  Sir  Frederic  Thesiger,  and  on  the  other  Sir  Fitzro^  Kelly,  besides  other  counseL 

Mr.  Baron  Channel.  The  corporation  of  the  city  ot  London  employ  a  short-hand  writer; 
whether  they  did  so  at  the  time  or  not,  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Locke.  Yes,  my  lord. 

Mr.  Baron  Channel.  Tho  report  furnished  by  the  short-hand  writer  is  not  a  full  report  of 
the  case — that  is  to  say,  of  tho  speeches  of  counsel ;  but  all  points  of  law  ruled  are  takes 
notice  of,  and  it  is  printed  by  some  booksellers  in  Chancery  lane,  who  publish  it;  it  comes 
out  quarterly  %  monthly,  and  copies  of  that  work  are  sent  to  tho  judges.     Whether  that 

Sractice  existed  at  the  time  when  the  cause  now  referred  to  was  tried  or  not,  I  do  not  know; 
'  it  did.  we  can  have  a  copy. 

Mr.  Locke.  I  can  tell  your  lordship  exactly  what  the  police  was  at  that  time,  as  it  nov 
is.    A  short-hand  writer  is  employed  by  the  corporation,  and  copies  ore  sent  to  all  the  oitfn- 
bers  of  the  corporation.     I  do  not  know  whether  to  the  judges  or  not. 
Mr.  Baron  C^iannel.  Yes;  they  are  sent  to  the  judges.  C^OOCjIp 
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Mr.  Locke.  That  short-hand  writer  merely  takes  down  the  evidence.  There  are  no  oMec- 
tJoDS  bj  counsel  taken  down,  nor  any  argTHjKnts,  nor  any  snmming^  up  of  the  judges.  It  is 
simply  the  evidence.  I  have  that  book,  if  your  lordships  like  to  consult  it ;  but,  in  conse- 
quence of  there  being  no  points  taken,  nor  any  summing  up,  I  consulted  TAt  THmes  news- 
Saper  as  the  best  medium  that  I  could  adopt,  and  I  there  find  a  very  long  report  during;  four 
ays,  and  one  or  two  objections  which  were  taken — one  by  Sir  Fitzroy  Relley,  which  l)ear8 
directly  upon  the  question,  which  waj  overruled  by  Mr.  Justice  Coltman — and  likewise  the 
summing  up  of  the  jud^e.    It  is  given  at  great  length. 

Sir  Huffh  Cairns.  Perhaps  mv  learned  friend  will  allow  us  to  see  the  note,  va'eat  quantum, 
which  he  nas  been  able  to  obtam.  I  recollect,  my  lord,  proceedings  which  took  place  on  the 
subject  elsewhere. 

'the  lord  chief  baron.  It  is  not  usual  in  this  court,  nor  I  believe  in  any  court,  to  refer  to 
the  report  of  a  trial  in  a  newspaper. 

Sir  Hugh  Cairns.  No  doubt,  my  lord,  that  would  be  very  inconvenient,  and  I  do  not  pro- 
pose it  at  present. 

The  lord  chief  baron.  The  only  use  I  can  make  of  it  is  this — that  my  brother  Martin,  who 
was  present  at  the  trial,  should  be  furnished  with  the  newspaper  report  to  refresh  his  recollec- 
tion ;  and  if  he  could  report  to  us  anything  which  was  decided,  it  might  be  useful.  I  think 
that  is  tlie  only  way  in  which  one  could  apply  it. 

Sir  Hugh  Cuims  said  that  he  was  not  aware  of  any  other  case  having  arisen  upon  the 
construction  of  the  foreigrn  enlistment  act,  and  it  was  remarkable  from  the  fact  that  seventy 
years  had  now  passed  from  the  passing  of  the  original  American  act,  and  forty  years  had 
elapsed  since  the  Euelish  act  was  passed  ;  and  he  could  safely  say  that  occasions  must  have 
arisen  in  the  United  States  repeatedly,  and  in  this  country  also,  where  they  would  have  found 
instances  of  ships  built  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  easily  convertible  into  ships-of-war,  taking 
their  origin  in  ports  of  the  United  States,  while  a  neutral  power,  or  in  ports  of  this  country, 
while  a  neutral  power,  and  leaving  those  ports  without  warlike  equipments.  Instances 
must  have  arisen,  again  and  again,  in  which  those  ships  might  have  been  irade  the  subject 
of  proceedings  under  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  if  it  had  ever  occurred  to  the  mind  of  any 
power  that  proceedings  could  oe  taken  in  a  case  where  you  had  not  the  warlike  equipment 
on  board  the  ship.  I  will  now,  said  Sir  Hugh  Cairns,  call  attention  to  a  matter — to  the  Ter- 
Ceira  affair.  It  occurred  about  the  year  1830,  when  warlike  proceedings  were  taking  place 
between  those  who  supported  Don  Miguel  on  the  one  side,  and  the  Queen  of  Portu^l  on  the 
other.  A  number  of  Portuguese  refugees  came  to  this  country,  obtained  a  ship  at  Plymouth, 
and  sailed  in  her  for  Terceira,  having  exported  in  another  vessel  a  quantity  of  arms  and 
equipments  which  they  caused  afterwards  to  be  transferred  on  board  their  own  ship,  and  oar 

fovemment,  feeling  annoyed,  took  a  step  which  provoked  considerable  discussion,  viz :  gave 
irections  to  our  ships-of-war  to  intercept  the  vessels  and  fire  upon  one  of  them,  which  ihey 
accordingly  did  as  she  lay  in  the  waters  of  Terceira.  On  the  part  of  our  government  it  waa 
sold,  that  suppose  our  ships  did  fire  on  the  vessel  in  the  waters  of  Terceha,  still,  while  they 
were  in  this  country  thoy  committed  a  breach  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  and  made  them-> 
selves  liable  to  capture  and  detention,  because  they  did  not  put  their  armament  on  board  the 
ship  in  which  they  left  this  country,  but  sent  it  out  with  a  view  of  transferring  it  into  thehr 
own  ship  and  incorporating  the  two.  If  that  were  true  it  could  not  justify  the  attack  made» 
as  it  was  within  the  dominions  of  another  power,  for  an  alleged  breach  of  our  own  foreign 
'  enlistment  act.  Mr.  Huskisson,  in  his  place  in  Parliament — a  minister  who  had  taken  part 
in  the  passing  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  and  one  of  the  supporters  of  the  policy  of  it  in 
general,  for  he  was  a  colleague  of  Mr.  Canning — is  reported  to  have  said,  in  the  third  volume 
of  his  speeches*  at  page  559 : 

**  It  might  have  been  supposed  from  my  right  honorable  friend's  remarks,  that  during  the 
fifteen  years  we  have  been  at  peace  our  neutrality  had  never  before  been  violated.  Has  my 
right  honorable  friend  forgotten  the  repeated  complaints  made  by  Turkey,  and  has  he  for- 
gotten that  to  these  complaints  we  constantly  replied,  *  We  will  preserve  our  neutrality  within 
our  dominions,  but  we  will  go  no  further  V  Turkey  did  not  understand  our  explanation, 
and  thought  wo  might  summarily  dispose  of  Lord  Cochrane  and  those  other  subjects  of  hia 
Majesty  who  were  assisting  the  Greeks.  To  its  remonstrances  Mr.  Canning  replied,  (and 
my  right  honorable  friend  being  then  a  colleague  of  Mr.  Canning,  must  be  considered  to  be 
a  party  to  his  opinions, )  *  Arms  may  leave  this  country  as  a  matter  of  merchandise,  and, 
however  strong  the  general  inconvenience,  the  law  does  not  interfere  to  stop  them.  It  is  only 
when  the  elements  of  armaments  are  combined  that  they  come  within  the  purview  of  the  law, 
and  if  that  combination  does  not  take  place  until  they  have  left  this  country  we  have  no 
ri^ht  to  interfere  with  them.*  Those  were  the  words  of  Mr.  Canning,  who  extended  the  doc* 
tnne  to  steam-vessels  and  yachts  that  might  afterwards  be  converted  into  VMsels-of-war,  and 
they  appear  quite  consistent  with  the  acluiowledged  law  of  nations." 

Now,  my  lords,  this  is  not  the  mere  statement  of  opinion  of  Mr.  Huskisson.  If  it  were, 
of  course  it  would  be  entitled  to-respect,  and  nothing  more.  This  is  the  statement  of  a  public 
act,  done  by  a  minister  of  this  country  in  the  administration  of  the  aflfairs  of  this  country, 
and  in  tl^  dealings  between  this  countiy  and  foreign  powers.  This  is  a  statement  made  by  a 
person  wb6  had  been  a  minister  at  the  time  of  which  he  spoke  of  a  complaint  which  had 
been  made  by  Turkey,  at  the  time  when  Lord  Cochrane  was  engaged  in  onet»f  ^ose  expe- 
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ditions  in  which,  in  his  early  life,  he  was.  concerned.  Turkej  complained  thai  that  was 
being  done.  ^  Turkej  complained  of  the  expert  of  arms,  and  ships  leaving  the  countiy, 
though  not  armed,  and  the  answer  stated  by  Mr.  Huskisson  to  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Can- 
nine  is  this :  **  It  is  only  when  the  elements  of  armaments  are  combined  that  they  come 
within  the  purview  of  the  law ;  and  if  that  combination  does  not  take  place  until  they  havB 
left  this  country  we  have  no  right  to  interfere  with  them."  Now,  those  clearly  were  the  cases 
where,  if  the  doctrine  now  put  forward  had  been  considered  to  be  the  true  exposition  of  this 
act  of  Parliament,  there  would  have  been  a  right  to  interfere  on  the  part  of  the  government, 
and  we  may  presume  that  proceedings  would  have  been  taken  to  prosecute  those  ships. 
Now,  my  lords,  I  will  come  to  the  cases  that  wore  mentioned  in  the  course  of  the  trial  of  the 
Oreto  and  the  Alabama,  and  speak  of  them  as  if  they  had  occurred  twenty  years  ^o,  and 
simply  matter  of  history ;  and  if  I  refer  to  the  words  of  others  I  do  so  merely  as  indicating 
the  course  that  was  taken  with  reference  to  those  ships  upon  the  act  of  Parliament.  The 
whole  reoord  of  the  proceedings  of  these  vessels  may  be  found  in  the  new  edition  of  Mr. 
Wharton*8  book  on  international  law.  The  case  of  the  Orcto  was  simply  that  she  was  boUt 
at  Liverpool,  left  that  port  unarmed,  was  subsequently  equipped,  and  became  a  war-ship  in 
the  confederate  navy.  I  will  take  the  case  of  the  Oreto  first.  This  is  the  statement  which  I 
find  made  in  Parliament  b^  one  of  the  advisers  of  the  crown  with  regard  to  the  Oreto,  and 
it  will  be  a  statement,  I  thmk,  bearinc^  directly  upon  the  view  taken  of  the  construction  of 
the  act  of  Parliament.  **The  Oreto, *^  says  the  solicitor  general,  (Sir  Roundell  Palmer,)  in 
Parliament,  upon  the  11th  of  March  in  this  vear,  '*  was  made  the  subject  of  due  lepresenta- 
iion  only  once  before  she  left  this  country,  because  she  sailed  from  Liverpool  on  the  22d  of 
March  clandestinely,  as  did  the  Alabama,  and  it  was  only  on  that  same  day  that  a  conver- 
sation took  place  between  Mr.  Adams  and  Lord  Russell,  which  might  have  led  to  her  deten- 
tion if  she  had  not  gone.  On  the  18th  of  February  the  first  and  only  previous  information 
conununicated  to  ourgovemmeut  was  given  by  Mr.  Adams.  He  stated  a  case  which  clearly 
called  for  inquiry.  The  commissioners  of  customs  were  directed  to  make  an  inquiry ;  thoj 
did  so,  and  on  the  22d  of  February  they  reported  that  circumstances  worthy  of  credit  tended 
to  show  that  the  Oreto  was  going,  or  at  all  events  was  credibly  represented  to  be  going,  to 
Italy,  and  not  to  America,  and  not  a  particle  of  evidence  had  been  offered  to  the  contrary. 
She  was  not  then  fitted  for  the  reception  of  guns,  and  had  nothing  on  board  but  coals  and 
ballast.  There  was  consequently  nothing  to  justify  her  detention — nothing  but  vagoe 
rumors  and  suspicions.  No  further  representation  was  made,  and  the  Oreto  sailed  on  the 
S2d  of  March.  What  then  happened  ?  The  circumstances  of  her  departure,  and  the  cob- 
temporaneous  representation  made  b^'  Mr.  Adams  to  our  government,  made  it  probable  that 
ahe  was  really  intended  for  the  Confederate  States,  and  that  our  officers  had  beeii  imposed 
upon.  Still,  the  case  was  not  clear ;  there  was  nothing  proved  to  have  been  done  in  England 
which  a  court  of  law  would  certainly  have  construed  as  a  violation  of  tho  foreign  enlistment 
act  Nevertheless,  our  government  immediately  sent  orders  to  Nassau,  whither  she  was 
understood  to  have  f^ne,  and  when  she  arrived  there  sho  was  watched.  Upon  the  appear- 
ance of  a  delivery  of  stores  which  appeared  to  be  munitions  of  war  into  the  Oreto  while  in 
our  waters,  although  the  case  was  doubtful,  and  it  was  questionable  whether  the  evidence 
would  prove  sufficient,  still,  to  show  onr  good  faith,  we  strained  a  point,  and,  actnng  upon 
some  evidence,  the  Oreto  was  seized.  What  was  the  result  ?  She  was  tried  and  acquitted, 
the  evidence  not  being  sufficient.  Now  ray  observations  upon  that  are  these :  Here  is  a 
statement  that  the  Oreto  left  Liverpool ;  that  at  tho  time  when  she  left  Liveipool  sho  had  no 
warlike  equipments  on  board,  but  of  course,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  she  was  prepared 
and  able  to  sail  away  from  Liverpool.  Sho  came  to  Nassau;  she  is  still  within  our  juris- 
diction. Before  she  came  to  Nassau  it  has  become  clear  that  she  was  not  going  to  Italy, 
where  she  had  been  said  to  be  g^ing  originally.  The  circumstances  were  supposed  to  be 
sufficiently  clear  to  justify  a  case  made  that  she  was  going  to  be  employed  by  ^e  confederate 
powers.  What  was  the  course  taken  7  Do  they  say  the  mere  fact  that  she  was  able  to  sail 
away  from  Liverpool — the  mere  fact  that  she  had  on  board  those  appliances  which  would 
enable  her  to  sail  from  tho  poi*t  of  Liverpool,  although  she  had  no  warlike  equipment  on 
•board,  will  be  enough  when  coupled  with  the  intent  to  be  employed  in  a  particular  way,  ei 
which  we  now  have  evidence  ?  Nothing  of  the  soit.  The  gravamen  of  the  charge  is  that 
she  took  in  munitions  of  war  while  in  the  waters  of  Nassau.  I  desire  to  put  it  no  furthsr 
than  it  ought  properly  to  be  put  I  say  that  that  is  clearly  a  statement  that  the  view  taken 
by  those  who  took  proceedings  against  the  Otero  was  that,  short  of  something  that  (^uld  be 
oaUed  a  warlike  preparation,  they  could  not  institute  proceeding^  against  the  ship ;  th&t  there 
was  nothing  which  amounted  to  a  warlike  preparation  until  sho  came  into  the  waters  of 
Nassau,  and  it  was  in  respect  of  that  preparation  that  she  was  seized.  The  Oreto  was  tried 
at  Nassau,  in  the  vice-admiralty  court,  and  was  acquitted.  Now,  the  case  of  the  Alabama 
was  dealt  with  at  the  same  time,  and  the  facts  respecting  it  I  am  willing  to  take  in  the  sanw 
way  and  upon  the  same  statement    Now,  with  regard  to  the  Alabama,  I  find  this : 

"On  the  first  of  July  the  commissioners  made  their  report  to  Lord  Russell.  They  said  It 
was  evident  the  ship  was  a  ship-of-war.  It  was  believea,  and  not  denied,  she  was  built  far 
a  foreign  government,  but  the  builders  would  gfive  no  information  about  her  destination,  and 
the  commissioners  had  no  other  reliable  source  of  information  on  that  point.  Were  oar  gsv- 
emment  wrong  in  not  seizing  the  vessel  then?    The  circumstances  disclosed  in  the  case  tried 
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before  Justice  Story  were  so  far  exactly  the  same  as  those  which  occurred  in  the  case  of. the 
Alabama,  and,  in  the  absence  of  any  farther  evidence,  the  seizare  of  that  ship  would  have 
been  altogether  unwarrantable  by  law.  ShoiTnight  have  been  legitimately  built  for  a  foteigii 
government,  and,  though  a  ship-of-war,  she  might  have  formed  a  legitimate  article  of  mer- 
chandiiK*,  even  if  mcaut  for  the  Confttderate  Mates." 

I  will  now  refer  to  another  part  of  the  same  speech  : 

*'  What  Ih  alleged  against  us  ?  What  is  the  extent  of  the  acta  committed,  even  by  Indt- 
vidual  subjects  of  this  country,  which  can  be  considered  contrary  to  any  law  of  our  owtf  ? 
Why,  the  building  of  these  two  particular  ships.  If  our  law  failed  to  reach  them  while 
they  were  within  our  jurisdiction,  and  if  nothinj^  was  done  by  them  In  our  ports  or  In  onr 
waters  which  was  against  international  law,  bow  can  we  be  held  responsible  for  their  sub- 
sequent proceedings  when  on  the  high  seas?  It  was  not  till  the  Alabama  reached  the 
Aflores  that  she  received  her  stores,  her  captain,  or  her  papers,  and  that  she  hoisted  the 
confederate  flag.  It  is  not  true  that  she  departed  from  the  shores  of  this  country  as  a  ship 
armed  for  war/' 

I  do  not,  said  Sir  Hug)i  Cairns,  understand  language  if  that  does  not  mean  that  the 
point  in  the  case  with  regard  to  the  Alabama  was  this :  That  although  there  might  have 
been  evidence  (perhaps  not  conclusive,  but  still  evidence  enough  to  launch  a  case)  as  to  the 
intent  with  which  she  left  our  shores,  still  there  was  that  wanting  which  bore  upon  the 
other,  and  equally  essential,  part  of  the  case.  She  did  not  leave  our  shores  as  an  armed 
vessel ;  and  more  than  that,  she  did  not  receive  anything  which  could  be  called  warlike 
equipments  until  she  had  reached  the  Azores.  But,  my  lords,  the  matter  regards  a  subject 
of  history  with  reference  to  the  Alabama  which  Is  made  plainer  still,  because  after  this 
statement  of  the  course  pursued  with  regard  to  the  Alabama  was  made,  and  before  the 
seizure  of  the  Alexandra  took  place,  and  when  certainly  the  public  mind  was  anxious  to 
know  what  was  the  line  of  duty  which  subjects  of  this  country  should  pursue  upon  matters 
of  this  sort,  I  find  that  this  statement  was  also  made  with  regard  to  the  Alabama.  The 
prime  minister,  a  fortnight  after  the  statement  which  I  have  already  read,  said  thls^I 
refer  to  the  170th  volume  of  the  ParUamentary  Debates,  and  to  the  debates  of  the  27th  of 
March,  1863  :  *'*  I  have  myself  great  doubts  whether  if  we  had  seized  the  Alabama  we 
should  not  have  been  liable  to  considerable  damages.  It  is  generally  known  that  she  sailed 
from  this  country  unarmed  an*!  not  properly  fitted  out  for  war,  and  that  she  received  her 
armament,  equipment,  and  cr<^w  in  a  foreign  port.     Therefore,  whatever  suspicions  we  may 

-  have  had,  (and  they  were  well  founded,  as  it  afterwards  turned  out,)  as  to  the  Intended 
destination  of  the  vessel,  her  condition  at  that  time  would  not  have  justified  a  seizure." 
Now,  the  distinction  is  as  cleirly  drawn  as  words  can  draw  it  between  the  Intended  desti- 
nation, as  to  which  there  might  be  some  suspicion,  which  would  be  matter  of  evidence, 

-  and  that  which  was  a  fact  pateru  ad  oculos,  namely,  the  condition  of  the  ship  ;  and  here  a 
statement,  made  by  those  who  had  considered  the  authority  of  an  act  of  Parliament  of  this 
kind,  that  a  ship  not  fitted  out  with  warlike  cquipmenis  when  she  leaves  this  country, 
whatever  our  suspicions  may  be  with  respect  to  her  destination,  cannot  be  made  the  subject 
of  seizure,  becaufie  her  condition  is  not  such  as  to  be  pointed  at  by  the  act  of  Parliament. 
My  lordii,  I  cannot  help  taking  notice  here  of  a  statement  made  when  the  rule  was  being 
moved  for  by  the  attorney  general.  It  was  my  learned  friend  who  referred  to  the  case  of 
the  Alabama  in  this  discussion.  My  learned  friend  said,  according  to  the  note  which  I 
have  seen  of  the  statement,  that,  according  to  his  judgment,  those  who  were  engaged  in 
the  despatch  of  the  Alabama  from  this  country  had  rendered  themselves  liable  to  the  pen- 
alties of  this  act  of  Parliament 

The  attorney  general.  I  said  so  in  the  speech  from  which  you  have  been  reading. 

Sir  Hugh  Cairns,  in  substance,  said  when  the  evidence  was  completed  it  was  l:Ud  before 
the  learned  gentleman,  who  thought  there  was  a  sufficient  case  to  warrant  her  detention. 
What  that  evidence  was  he  (Sir  H.  Cairns)  did  not  know.  He  had  a  statement  with  regard 
to  the  condition  of  the  ship  when  she  left  this  country,  and  there  was  no  case,  in  bis 
opinion,  to  warrant  her  detention.  A  distinction  was  drawn  by  the  attorney  general  be- 
tween what  he  called  her  structure  and  things  superadded  to  it.  The  learned  counsel  then 
went  through  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Morgan,  by  whom  the  Alexandra  was  seized,  and  the 
evidence  of  Black,  who  said  the  ship's  frame  was  of  British  o  ik,  and  her  planking  of  teak, 
and  who  spoke  generally  of  the  very  strong  manner  in  which  she  was  built,  her  upper 
deck  being  of  pitch  pine,  and  the  ship,  in  his  opinion,  being  only  suited  for  war  ptir- 
poses.  Mr.  Green  was  the  next  witness  upon  whose  evidence  he  commented,  and  he  said 
.that  ships  were  not  built  so  well  now  as  they  were  twenty  years  ago.  He  said  the  rudder 
of  the  Alexandra  was  stronger  than  would  have  been  used  in  merchant  vessels.  Carter  was 
the  next  witness  whose  evidence  was  dealt  with.  Hodgson  was  the  next  wituees.  Sir 
Hugh  continoed,  observing  that  there  was  not  a  scrap  of  evidence  that  the  guns  were  in- 
tended for  the  Alexandra  As  to  guns  intended  to  be  put  on  board  the  Alexandra,  the 
attorney  general,  at  the  time,  opened  his  case  as  to  this  by  stating  that  there  were  one  large 
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and  two  small  pi?ot  guns  being  coo8tnict«d  in  the  fonndrj  of  the  defendants  for  tbepor- 
pose  of  being  placed  in  and  forming  part  of  the  armament  of  the  Alexan<lra.  8ir  Hagh 
then  read  and  commented  upon  the  evidence  of  the  three  witnesses  called  on  this  point, 
and  contended  that  there  was  not  a  scintilla  of  evidence  that  these  gnns  were  intended  for 
the  Alexandra.  They  were  being  made,  no  doubt,  at  the  same  time  with  the  ship,  but 
there  was  no  evidence  to  connect  them  with  the  ship.  On  the  question  of  equipping  or 
armament,  the  structure  of  the  hull  is  unimportant,  being  in  no  sense  equipment.  Ma- 
chinery and  stanchions  for  hammock  nettings  were  also  matters  of  structure.  These  things 
were  on  board,  but  were  not  fittings  of  any  kind,  but  part  of  the  ship.  Stanchions  for 
hammock  netting^  are  original  inventions,  applicable  to  be  used  in  all  kinds  of  ships — 
useful,  no  doubt,  to  resist  musketry,  but  also  useful  for  the  stowage  and  airing  of  hammocks. 
All  these  things,  therefore,  may  be  and  are  essential  parts  of  the  ship  as  a  ship,  and  not  io 
any  sense  warlike  equipments. 

To  Baron  Bramweil's  question  as  to  whether  he  meant  to  contend  there  was  no  evidence 
whatever,  he  explained  that  he  did  not  contend,  and  had  no  occasion  to  contend,  that 
there  was  no  evidence  whatever,  and  that  the  case  should  not  have  been  left  to  the  jury ; 
but  there  was  no  evidence  on  which  a  new  trial  ought  to  be  granted  as  for  a  verdict  against 
the  weight  of  evidence ;  that  the  case  had  been  left  to  the  jury,  and  they  had  found  for 
the  defendants. 

It  was  suggested  by  Baron  Bramwell,  interrogatively,  that  the  defendants  might  have 
been  called  as  witnesses ;  he  remarking,  at  the  same  time,  that  if  tbey  could  have  been 
called,  slight  evidence,  unanswered  by  them,  might  have  had  great  weight  with  the  jury. 

The  attorney  general  here  expressed  his  opinion  that  the  defendants  could  have  been 
called  as  witnesses,  and  some  time  was  occupied  by  the  court  looking  into  the  cases  and 
authorities  on  this  subject.  The  case  of  **The  Attorney  General  vt.  Badlock"  (10  Exch.) 
was  referred  to,  and  it  was  mentioned  that  the  views  of  the  law  taken  in  that  case  by  the 
lord  diief  baron  and  BaroA  Parke  had  been  since  adopted  by  the  legislature  and  passed 
into  law,  rendering  defendants  admissible  witnesses  in  certain  revenue  cases ;  and  the  ques- 
tion arose,  on  this  last  statute,  whether  the  proceedings  under  the  foreign  enlistment  act 
came  within  it  The  court  did  not  finally  decide  the  point,  but  appeared  to  think  that  the 
course  taken  at  the  trial  did  not  strictly  put  the  defendants'  counsel  to  the  alternative  of 
calling  his  witnesses.  Baron  Bramwell  observed  that  he  thought,  on  the  part  of  the  peo- 
pie  holding  the  position  of  British  merchants,  if  they  believed  what  they  did  to  be  wittdn 
the  pale  of  the  law,  the  more  macly  course  would  have  l)een  to  have  come  forward  and 
state  what  they  actually  did,  and  stand  upon  their  legal  right  to  it. 

The  argument  was  then  resumed  by  Sir  Hugh  Cairns  as  to  the  guns  to  be  put  on  board. 
He  referred  to  the  opening  by  the  attorney  general  at  the  trial,  in  which  he  admitted  the 
inability  of  the  crown  to  connect  the  gdns  assumed  to  be  for  the  Alexandra  with  the  de- 
fendants' yard.  It  was  proved  that  there  had  been  drawings  made  for  the  defendants,  by 
their  directions,  of  certain  guns  and  gun  carriages,  and  notice  to  produce  the  drawings 
had  been  given  by  the  crown ;  but  an  objection  having  been  taken  to  it  by  the  defendants' 
counsel,  the  learned  judge  decided  that  the  notice  was  informal,  and  therefore  the  de- 
fendants were  not  bound  to  produce. the  drawings.  Sir  Hugh  Cairns  said  that  he  had  now 
concluded  his  argument  on  that  part  of  the  case  which  dealt  with  the  condition  of  the 
ship,  and  he  would  now  go  into  the  question  of  the  evidence  relied  upon  by  the  crown — 
that  part  relating  to  the  intent,  the  act  of  Parliament  requiring  not  only  an  equipment, 
bat  that  it  should  be  done  with  an  intent  to  commit  hostilities.  Was  there  any  reason, 
continued  Sir  H.  Cairns,  after  the  confession  of  the  attorney  general  himself  that  the  crown 
bad  failed  to  trace  the  connexion  between  the  guns  in  the  defendants'  manufactory  and  the 
Alexandra,  was  there  any  necessity  whatever  for  those  against  whom  the  accusation  was 
brought  to  offer  themselves  to  be  examined  on  the  subject  ?  I  think,  after  the  fair  admis- 
sion made  by  the  late  attorney  general,  (and  everything  he  said  was  most  fair,)  1  may  con- 
sider the  count  relating  to  the  guns  as  struck  out  of  the  information.  Now  reverting  to 
the  question  of  intent.  The  act  requires  not  only  an  equipment,  fitting,  furnishing,  and 
anniog,  but  that  all  or  one  should  be  done  with  the  intent  that  the  ship  should  be  em- 
ployed by  one  belligerent  power  to  cruise  and  commit  hostilities  upon  the  other.  If  my 
view  upon  the  first  part  of  the  case  be  correct,  viz.,  that  there  must  be  an  equipment  or  an 
attempt  to  equip  at  a  certain  time,  the  question  is  immaterial.  Then  the  sc^condary  ques- 
tion, via.,  the  use  that  was  to  be  made  of  the  ship,  as  between  one  belligerent  and  another, 
would,  of  course,  become  utterly  immaterial.  It  is  only  on  the  supposition  that  the  ship 
was  in  a  condition  to  comply  with  the  earlier  part  of  the  clause  that  we  have  to  approach 
and  consider  the  second  question.  With  regard  to  the  species  of  intent  compo«»ing  a  case 
like  the  present,  the  case  of  *'The  United  States  tu.  Quincy  "  is  an  authority.  'Ihe  court 
thought  in  that  case  that  instructions  ought  lo  be  given  to  the  jury  that  the  offence  con- 
sisted principally  in  the  intention  with  which  the  preparations  were  made,  and  they  muit 
be  made,  according  to  the  act,  within  the  limit:i  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  inten- 
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ttoo,  which  mufit  be  a  fixed  one,  not  cooditioDal  or  contlnxent,  should  be  formed  before 
ghe  left  the  United  States.  The  intentioD  belongs  exclusively  to  the  Jury  to  decide.  It 
was  the  material  point,  on  which  the  legality  or  ciiminality  must  turn,  decided,  whether 
the  adventure  was  of  a  commercial  or  warlike  character.  Now,  said  Sir  Hugh,  I  will  show 
the  view  taken  of  the  intent  in  the  present  case  by  the  attorney  general  at  the  trial.  He 
said  the  intent  must  be  the  intent  of  one  or  more,  haying  at  the  time  the  means  and 
opportunity  of  forwarding  or  furthering  such  intention  by  acts.  By  intent  undoubtedly 
the  act  means  practical  intent.  It  was  for  the  crown  to  make  ont  their  case.  We  main- 
tained at  the  trial  that  the  evidence  did  not  support  their  case.  We  challenged  the  credit 
and  credibility  of  the  witnesses  examined  at  the  trial,  and  we  had  good  cause  for  doing  so. 
The  learned  counsel  went  through  the  evidence  generally  in  the  whole  case,  arguing  that 
St  had  failed  in  every  particular 

Baron  Bramwell  asked  if  Sir  Hugh  was  contending  that  there  was  no  sufficient  evidence 
that  the  vessel  was  intended  for  the  Confederate  States  at  all,  armed  or  unarmed. 

Sir  Hugh  Cairns  said  that  he  was  contending  that  the  verdict  was  not  against  evidence, 
supposing  the  verdict  to  have  proceeded  upon  that  ground. 

Baron  Bramwell  said,  Suppose  the  jury  had  thought  in  their  own  minds  that  they  thought 
she  was  meant  to  be  armed  or  equipped  for  warlike  purposes,  but  were  not  satisfied  that 
she  was  intended  for  the  confederates ;  would  the  learned  counsel  hold  that  that  would  not 
have  been  a  verdict  against  evidence  ? 

Sir  H.  Cairns  said,  Yes,  certainly  ;  they  could  not  tell  what  was  passingin  the  mind  of 
the  jury.  They  roig,ht  have  determined  either  or  both  those  things  in  favor  of  the  claim- 
ants ;  but  the  claimants  were  challenged  by  this  rule  virtually  to  meet  the  crown  on  both 
parts  of  the  case. 

Baron  Pigott  said,  We  understand  you  are  contending  that  there  was  evidence  that  justi- 
fied the  verdict  in  either  view  of  your  argument  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  7th  section  of 
the  act. 

Sir  Hugh  Cairns.  Quite  so,  quite  so,  my  lord. 

The  lord  chief  baron.  The  question  I  put  to  the  jury  was  this:  Do  you  believe  tiiat  there 
was  any  intention  of  doing  the  act  quite  apart  from  the  intent ;  was  there  an  intention  to 
do  that,  a  commencement  of  that,  which  would  be  either  a  fitting,  or  furnishing,  or  arming 
of  the  ship,  no  matter  with  what  intent,  to  go  against  anybody ;  would  it  be  in  that  con- 
dition so  as  to  be  within  the  meaning  of  the  words ;  would  it  be  equipped,  or  fomi«bed,  or 
fitted  out,  or  armed  ?  because  if  it  were  so«  it  is  a  matter  of  perfect  indifference  whether  it 
was  for  the  Confederate  States  or  not. 

Sir  H.  Cairns  said,  Quite  so.  The  trial  has  been  conducted  upon  the  anumptlon  that  we 
might  succeed  on  both  parts  of  the  cat^e.  Sir  H.  Cairns  then  went  at  some  length  into 
evidence  given  by  the  several  witnesses  at  the  trial,  as  well  as  into  the  character  of  the 
evidence  itself,  contending  that  the  major  part  of  the  evidence  was  extremely  unsatisfactory, 
and  that  under  any  circumstances  it  could  not  have  justified  the  jury  in  finding  for  the 
crown.  It  was  for  the  crown,  in  a  case  of  forfeiture,  or  in  a  case  of  an  offence,  to  prove 
their  case  with  a  reasonable  certainty  ;  and  if  the  verdict  had  been  different  from  what  it 
was,  the  defendants  would  have  had  good  cause  to  complain.  Hie  question  of  intent  was 
one  for  the  jury,  and  if  they  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  the  intent  had  not  been  made 
out.  then  they  were  clearly  warranted  In  arriving  at  the  conclusion  they  had.  I  now  come 
to  the  last  point  in  the  case,  and  that  is  the  direction  which  was  understood  to  oome  from 
the  lord  chief  baron,  and  to  apply  that  direction  to  the  law  and  facts  I  have  mentioned.  I 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  reading  tbe  short-hand  writer's  notes  in  two  different  editions, 
and  I  may  say  of  the  charge  of  the  learned  judge  that  the  propositions  dedudble  from  it 
would  carry  to  the  mind  of  the  jury  a  sufficient  and  reasonably  proper  explanation  of  the 
law  of  the  subject  as  applicable  to  the  case.  The  propositions  I  deduce  are  four  in  number, 
though  they  go  to  make  up  one  general  view  of  the  case.  One  is,  that  to  build  a  ship,  aa 
distinguished  from  equipping,  fitting  out,  furnishing,  and  arming  her,  is  not  an  oflonce 
within  the  act  of  Parliament,  even  although  easily  convertible  into  a  vessel-of-war  ;  but  I 
am  speaking  now  irrespectively  cf  tbe  question  whether  it  was  intended  to  sell  a  ship  asan 
article  of  merchandise  or  not.  I  understood  the  charge  to  go  to  this,  that  the  building  of 
a  ship  is  distinct  from  equipping  her,  &c.,  although  §^e  might  be  easily  convertible  into  a 
ship  of* war.  The  lord  chief  baron  said  that  it  was  as  plain  as  possible  that  you  must  give 
some  effect  to  the  omission  of  the  word  **  build,"  cr  it  would  have  been  said  you  shall  not 
build.  The  second  proposition  he  conceived  to  be  laid  down  was  that  the  Alexandra  was 
not  armed,  and  that  it  wa^  for  tbe  jury  to  say  whether  she  was  equipped,  &o.,  or  intended 
so  to  be,  within  the  Queen's  dominions.  The  third  proposition  which  I  recollect  was  tliat 
the  equipment,  &c.,  must  be  of  a  warlike  character ;  and  the  fourth,  that  it  was  ior  the 
jury  to  say  whether  they  considered  there  was  any  intention  to  employ  the  ship  to  cruisa 
and  commit  hostilities  at  all.  Sir  H  CairLS  then  called  the  attention  of  the  court  to 
several  passages  of  the  lord  chief  baron's  summing  up.     It  was  perfectly  appMent,^d  Sir 
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Hogb,  tbat  BO  person  could  contend  for  a  moment  that  the  jury  co«Id  have  misandenkood 
the  matter,  that  where  thn  judge  gpoke  of  the  boUdinR  of  ships  as  not  being  prohibited  he 
meant  to  refer  to  the  building  of  ships  as  distinKuished  from  what  might  be  meant  bj  thoie 
other  wordii,  equipment,  &&  Up  >n  the  second  point  that  was  presented  to  the  jury  the 
learned  judge  said  the  oflfence  against  which  the  inform  ition  is  directed  is  the  eqaip^nng, 
fitting  out,  furnishing,  and  arming.  He  liad  looked  In  WebsUr^t  Amtriean  Dictionary,  and 
found  that  to  equip  was  to  furnieh  with  arms.  In  the  case  of  a  ship,  especially,  it  was  to 
furnish  and  complete  with  arms.  Furnish  was  given  as  the  same  thing  with  equip.  To 
fit  out  was  to  furnish  and  supply  ;  and  the  judge  owned  that  in  his  opinion  equip,  fit  out, 
furnish,  or  arm,  all  mean  precisely  the  Sime  thing. 

The  remarks  of  the  learned  counsel  upon  the  summing  up  and  the  effect  of  it  run  to  a 
considerable  length,  and  we  shall  give  it  to-morrow,  together  with  Mr.  Karslake's  args- 
ment,  who  was  addressing  the  court,  and  had  not  concluded  his  argument  when  the  court 
rose. 

CoD&T  OF  ExcBBQUEB,  Ncmmbtr  19,  1863. 

The  attorney  general,  the  solicitor  general,  the  Queen's  advocate,  and  Bfr.  Thomas  JoneSf 
appeared  for  the  crown;  Sir  Hngh  Cairns,  Mr.  Karslake,  Q.  C,  Mr.  Mellish,  Q.  C,  and  Mr 
Kemplay,  appeared  for  the  defendants. 

We  continue  our  report  of  the  arguments  in  this  case  from  where  it  finished  yesterday. 
Sir  Hugh  Cairns  having  gone  most  carefully  and  at  considerable  length  through  the  whoie 
case,  said  that  he  should  fininh  by  touching  upon  the  point  relating  to  the  .direction  which 
was  understood  to  have  come  from  the  lord  chief  baron,  and  submit  the  propositions  which 
he  understood  were  deducible  from  the  charge.  The  first  was,  that  to  build  a  ship,  as  die- 
tiugiiii^hed  from  equipping,  fitting  out.  furnishing,  and  arming  her,  is  not  an  offence  within 
the  act  of  Piarllament,  even  although  the  ship  so  built  m^ght  be  easily  convertible  into  a 
ship^f  war.  2.  That  the  Alexandra  clearly  was  not  armed,  and  that  it  was  for  the  jury  to 
cay  whether  she  was  equipped,  fitted  out,  <»r  furDi.<>hed,  or  intended  to  be  so,  withUi  her 
Majesty's  dominions.  8.  'Ihxt  the  equipment,  furnishing,  or  fitting  out  must  be  of  a  war- 
like nature.  4.  That  it  was  for  the  jury  to  say  whether  they  considered  that  there  was  any 
intetition  of  employing  the  ship  to  cruise  and  commit  hostilities  at  all .  Sir  Hngh  said  that 
he  did  not  mean  to  say  that  these  propositions  had  been  absolutely  laid  down  by  the  learned 
lord  chief  baron,  but  they  were  those  which  he  thought  fairly  deducible  from  the  charge 
to  the  jury;  and,  if  he  were  right  in  his  deductions,  the  court  would  then  probably  be  of 
opinion  that  the  propositions  would  carry  to  the  mind  of  the  jury  a  suflScient  and  reason- 
ably proper  explanation  of  the  law  on  the  subject  as  applicable  to  the  case  before  them. 
With  ngtird,  tirst,  to  the  fourth  proposition,  Sir  Hugh  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  if  any 
person  bad  a  right  to  complain  of  it  it  was  the  defendants,  for  they  might  complain  thatU 
was  a  proposition  quite  unnecessary,  and  was  putting  the  case  in  an  unfavolrable  way  for 
them.  The  proposition  might  have  been  limited  to  thi^,  to  say  whether  there  was  an  latest 
to  employ  her  ta  cruise  and  commit  hostilities  on  the  part  of  one  belligerent  against  the 
other  belligerent.  Sir  Hugh  Cairns  continued:  Allow  me  first  to  refer  in  snpportoftbe 
first  proposition.  After  referring  to  certain  authorities— Justice  Story  and  Mr.  Chancellor 
Kent-  his  lordship  says  in  his  charge: 

"These  gentlemen  are  authorities  which  show  that  where  two  belligerents  are  carrying 
on  war  the  subject  of  a  neutral  power  may  supply  to  either,  without  any  breach  of  inter- 
national law,  and  certainly  without  any  breach  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act.  (and  it  doeB 
not  say  a  word  about  it.)  all  the  munitions  of  war,  gunpowder,  every  de-fcrlption  of  fire- 
arms, cannon,  every  kind  of  weapon — in  short,  whatever  can  be  used  in  war  for  thedestra*' 
tion  of  human  beings  who  are  contending  together  in  this  way.  But,  gentlenoen,  why 
•hould  ships  be  an  exception?  In  my  opinion,  in  point  of  law  they  are  not  Presently  I 
•hall  have  to  put  to  you  the  question  of  fact  about  the  Alexandra,  which  you  will  have  to 
decide.  The  foreign  enlistment  act  it  is  now  necessary  fox  me  to  aivert  to,  in  order  to  tell 
you  what  is  the  construction  which  I  put  on  the  7th  section,  which  alone  we  have  to  do 
with  on  the  present  occasion." 

It  is  clear  that  his  lordship  speaks  of  ships  being  built,  as  distinguished  from  whatever 
might  be  meant  by  equipping,  furnishing,  fitting  out,  and  armUig.  His  lordship  says  is 
another  part  of  this  charge,  which  I  will  read  to  you: 

'*  Now,  with  respect  to  the  question  of  building,  it  is  certainly  remarkable  that  there  b 
not  a  word  said  about  it.  It  is  not  siid  that  you  may  not  build  ships  for  the  belligefent 
power.  There  is  nothing  suggested  of  the  kind,  and  clearly,  by  the  common  law  and  by 
the  passages  I  have  read  to  you,  surely,  if  from  Birmingham  either  state  m^y  get  any  qoaa- 
tity  of  deatractive  instruments  of  war,  and  if  from  the  various  parts  of  the  kingdom  where 
gunpowder  is  OMule  they  can  obtain  any  quantity  of  that  destructive  material,  why  shoaM 
they  not  get  ^hips?  Why  should  ships  alone  be  contraband— that  is  to  say,  forbidden  hy 
the  statute  ?" 
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Tho  jnrj  conid  not  have  mlrandentood  this.  Where  mj  lord  epeaks  of  the  balkHn|f  of 
Ahip8  as  not  beinsr  prohibited,  he  means  to  refer  to  the  baildiog  of  ships  as  distinguished 
from  what  might  be  meant  by  those  other  words  ;•  equip/*  Ac.  As  to  the  second  point,  I 
will  go  to  the  view  presented  to  the  jary  about  the  Alexandra,  and  her  condition  with 
reference  to  the  7th  section.  The  reports  do  not  qnite  agree ;  there  is  a  slight  inaocnraicj 
in  a  part  of  a  passage  which  may  affect  the  whole,  and  I  will  call  attention  to  it  at  a  proper 
time.  His  lordtship,  after  remarking  that  he  had  been  looking  into  Webster's  Ameifcan  Dic- 
tionary, a  work  of  ^reat  learning,  research,  and  ability,  said: 

''  It  appears  that  to  equip  is  to  furnish  with  arms.  In  \he  case  of  a  ship,  especially,  it  is 
to  furnish  and  complete  with  arms ;  that  is  what  is  meant  by  equipping.  '  Furnish '  to 
given  in  every  dictionary  as  the  same  thing  as  *  equip.'  To  fit  out  is  to  furnish  and  sap- 
ply— as  to  fit  on t  a  privateer ;  and  I  own  that  my  opinion  is  that  equip,  furnish,  fit  out.  or 
arm,  all  mean  precisely  the  same  thing." 

There  cannot  be  the  slightest  doubt  that  in  one  sense  those  four  words  do  mean  the  same 
think  ;  that  is,  no  person  could  doubt  for  a  moment  that  to  equip  would  include  all  equip- 
ments, and  also  that  equipments  would  be  a  nomen  gmeraU.  Of  course  '*arm"  would  be 
included  in  the  term  *»  eqnip,"  &c.     Then  the  learned  jud^e  says: 

'*  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  (and  I  think  the  attorney  general 
in  right  in  that;)  it  is  not,  perhaps,  necessary  that  the  vessel  should  bearmed  atall  points." 

Now,  with  regard  to  that.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  there  is  a  slight  inaccuracy  in  tho 
report,  because  our  report  differs  from  it.    The  lord  chief  baron  is  made  to  say: 

'*  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  and  I  think  the  learned  attonity 
general  is  light  in  that." 

Now,  that  is  one  sentence     It  goes  on: 

**It  is  not.  perhaps,  necessary  that  the  vessel  should  be  armed  at  all  points,  although  It 
may  be  that  the  case  cited  from  6  P«Ur»*B  Reports  by  the  attorney  general,  somewhat  late 
in  the  day,  is  a  case  where  the  jury  actually  found  that  the  vessel  was  fitted  out  " 

Now  we  find  that  immediately  afterwards  that  the  learned  judge  takes  distinct  note  that 
the  Alexandra  was  not  armed  at  all,  but  titill  this  was  a  question  to  be  submitted  to  the 
jury,  notwithstanding  that  it  seems  to  me  perfectly  obvious  that  just  a  word  or  two  hat 
dropped  out  from  the  sentence      It  is  reasonably  clear  that  he  must  have  bM  this: 

*'  I  do  not  metn  to  say  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  she  should  be  armed,  and  I 
think  the  attorney  general  is  right  in  that,  and  it  is  not  necessary  that  she  should  be 
armed  at  all  points." 

Because,  otherwise,  there  would  have  been  an  end  of  the  case.  There  would  be  nothing 
to  go  or  to  leave  to  the  jury  if  his  lordship  had  meant  to  say,  *'  It  is  not  necessary  that  she 
shouM  bo  armed  at  ^11  points,*'  implying  that  it  is  necessary  that  she  should  be  armed  a| 
all  point}. 

Baron  Brain  well.  That  would  probably  not  be  agreed  to  by  the  other  side  for  this  reason— 
that  if  there  was  an  intention  to  arm,  and  they  were  preparing  the  ship  to  receive  arms, 
that  would  be  enough. 

Sir  Hugh  Cairns.  Tou  must  bear  in  mind  the  statement  of  the  attorney  general  in  reply ; 
he  had  conceded — I  may  say  literally  m  Mr6tf— <x>nceded  the  question  of  any  intention  to 
arm. 

The  attorney  general.  I  distinctly  differ  from  my  learned  friend. 

Sir  Hugh  Cairns.  I  expect  that  my  learned  friend  will  *'  distinctly  differ"  with  everything 
fae  has  heard  from  beginning  to  end.  I  say  that  the  lord  chief  baron  in  leaving  this  qoee- 
tion  to  the  jury— '*  Was  there  an  intention  that  she  should  be  furnished,  or  fitted  out,  or 
equipped  at  Liverpool  ?  " — It  being  admitted  that  the  information  did  not  charge  arming, 
left  exactly  the  question  which  under  the  act  of  Parliament  ought  to  have  been  left  to  them. 
Now,  as  to  the  character  of  the  equipment  which  must  t>e  on  board,  to  which  throughout 
the  whole  of  his  charge  his  lordship  must  have  been  taken  to  have  been  pointing,  your 
lordships  will  find  in  another  part  of  his  charge  these  word^:_ 

**  Now,  gentlemen,  the  question  that  I  shall  propose  to  you  is  this — whether  you  think 
that  this  vessel  was  merely  in  the  course  of  building  for  the  purpose  of  being  deliverel,  in 
pursuance  of  a  contract  which  I  own  I  think  was  perfectly  lawful,  or,  whether  there  was  any 
Intention  tliat  in  the  port  of  Liverpool  or  any  other  English  port  (and  there  certainly  is  no 
evidence  of  any  other)  the  veisel  should  be  equipped,  fitted  out,  and  fumidied,  or  armed, 
lor  the  purpose  of  aggression  ?    That  is  the  question . ' ' 

Now,  my  lords,  lower  down  you  will  find,  after  spefUclngof  Captain  Inglefield's  evidence: 

**  In  short,  what  be  makes  out  is  that  »he  might  have  been  built  as  a  vessel  capable  of 
being  convertible  into  a  war  ve»iel.  But  the  question  is,  was  there  any  intention  that  in 
the  port  of  Liverpool,  or  any  other  port,  she  should  be,  in  the  language  of  the  aet  of  Far- 
Bament,  either  equipped,  finished,  fitted  out,  or  armed  with  the  intention  of  taking  part  in 
any  contest?" 

Now,  we  might  have  demurred  to  this  proposition,  but  not  so  the  qrojvi^.  ^JLshe  hill' 
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BO^  been  armed,  equipped,  famisbed,  or  fitted  out  with  the  iotentlon  of  taking  part  in  anj 
oottteat  a  nmlUfiaiiM,  she  coald  not  have  theie  things  done  to  her  with  the  intention  of 
being  employed  in  the  eervice  of  the  confederates,  to  croise  and  commit  hostilities  against 
the  United  States  of  America.  I  submit  that  the  charge,  loolcei  at  !n  the  way  that  I  have 
Tentnred  to  pot  it,  will  in  Kubstance  be  found  to  have  directed  the  attention  of  the  jury  to 
everything  which  onght  to  have  been  laid  l}efore  them  as  a  matter  of  law  as  well  as  on  the 
issue  of  6»ct  to  be  decided  between  the  parties.  I  submit  with  confidence  that  on  the  evi- 
dence it  is  utterly  impossible  to  say  that  a  jury  was  not  warranted  in  coming,  on  the  &cts, 
to  the  conclusion  tliat  tbey  had  done.  'Vhe  evidenco  for  the  crown  failed  to  prove  the 
charge  made.  If  the  law  is  as  the  crown  allege  it  to  be,  I  say  it  is  impossible  to  suppose— 
earrying  in  mind  the  fact  that  seventy  years  have  passed  rince  the  passing  of  the  American 
act,  and  forty  years  gone  since  our  own  was  enacted— that  cases  would  not  have  occurred 
again  and  again  when  seizures  and  forfeitures  would  have  been  made  under  the  penaltiei 
of  this  act.  I  say  the  case  tbey  are  bringing  forward  is  against  the  history  of  legislaiion  on 
the  subject;  it  is  against  the  truennd  sound  construction  of  the  municipal  act  of  Parliament 
on  the  subject;  it  is  against  the  declamtions  which  have  l>een  made  by  every  one  who  had 
a  right  to  control  the  movemeni  of  the  crown,  or  to  direct  or  advise  the  movements  of  the 
crown,  in  putting  this  act  into  execution  from  the  time  the  act  firbt  attracted  public  atten- 
tkm,  and  I  trust  that  your  lordships  will  think  that  the  litigation  we  have  had  in  this  case 
ia  enough:  that  full,  perfect,  and  complete  juf^tice  has  been  done  between  the  crown  and 
these  claimants  on  a  etatute  of  this  kind;  and  I  trust  that  your  lordships  will  think  that 
there  should  be  no  further  litigation  in  this  case. 

Mr.  Karslake,  Q.  C,  followed  on  the  same  Mde.  He  said  it  would  be  convenient  to  fol- 
low the  course  of  his  learned  friend,  Sir  Hugh  Cairns,  and  in  the  first  place  oom^ider  what 
\  the  construction  of  the  language  of  the  statute  was  upon  which  the  information  had  been 
tied,  what  the  evidence  had  been  in  the  case,  and  what  the  charge  of  the  lord  chief  baioa 
to  the  jury  was,  and- what  was  now  complained  of.  The  motion  of  the  learned  attorney 
general  upon  which  the  rule  was  granted  was  rather  directed  to  this  -that  the  verdict  was 
against  evidence  as  the  case  was  left  to  the  jury,  and  according  to  the  lord  chief  baron's 
view  of  the  law;  but,  assuming  his  lordship's  ruling  to  be  wrong,  that  the  evidence  would 
have  supported  the  verdict  had  it  been  for  the  crown.  The  question  would  therefore  suh- 
stantialiy  resolve  itself  upon  that  part  of  the  case  into  this:  whether  there  had  been  a  mis- 
diiection  on  the  part  of  the  learned  judge. 

The  attorney  general  eaid  that  his  learned  friend  must  not  fofget  that  he  (the  attorney 
general)  took  a  certain  view  which  might  possibly  turn  out  not  to  I  e  correct;  and  snppcs- 
ing  that  view  was  not  correct,  then  he  adhere  1  to  his  motion  on  the  ground  of  its  being 
against  evidence. 

Mr.  Karslake.  We  have  the  information  that  my  fiiend,  in  some  view  or  other,  considers 
that  the  Verdict  was  not  warranted  by  the  evidence  given  in  the  case,  and  upon  that  ground 
he  asks  for  a  new  trial -^ that  is,  that  the  verdict  was  against  evidence;  and  he  also  san 
that  there  has  lieen  a  misdirection  by  the  learned  judge,  and  he  is  allowed  to  adopt  a  comte 
which  is  not  allowed  to  be  adopted  generally  by  other  litigants  in  this  court,  viz:  t<i  state 
generally  that  there  has  been  miedirection,  and  bvand-by  to  contend  that  there  has  been 
misdirection  without  informing  his  opponent  what  the  misdirection  is.  Mr  Karslake  stated 
that  as  the  full  history  of  that  which  led  to  the  pasting  of  this  statute  had  l>een  gone  into 
so  folly  by  8ir  Hugh  Cairns,  he  would  trouble  the  court  very  little  further  upon  it,  but  ho 
would  call  attention  to  an  authority  which  was  earlier  than  that  even  of  1793,  and  which 
would  be  found  in  Fortesque's  Reports,  page  338,  curiously  enough,  under  a  diacnssion  by 
the  judges  as  to  the  precedents  of  the  judges— the  dktMm  as  to  what  bad  been  the  advice 
given  by  the  judges  in  the  house  of  lords  as  to  the  right  of  building  ships  of- war  for  for- 
eigners in  this  country,  and  it  appeared  to  him  extremely  important  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  what  was  declared  as  long  ago  as  1713,  and  again  in  1721,  to  be  the  opinioD 
of  the  judges  as  to  the  right  of  fitting  out  warlike  ships  for  warlike  purposes  in  this  counUr. 
The  following  passage  occurred : 

**  In  Michaelmas  vacation,  1721,  the  judges  were  ordered  to  attend  the  house  of  lords 
concerning  the  building  of  ships-of- force  for  foreigners;  and  the  question  the  lords  asked 
the  judges  was  whether,  by  law,  his  Majesty  had  a  power  to  prohibit  the  building  of  ships- 
ofowar  or  of  great  force  for  foreigners  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  dominions ;  and  the  judges 
were  all  of  opinion,  except  Baron  Montague,  (Chief  Justice  Pratt  delivered  the  opinion,) 
that  the  King  had  no  power  to  prohibit  the  pame,  and  declared  that  Montague  had  said 
that  he  had  formed  no  opinion  thereon.  This  question  was  asked  on  occasion  of  ships 
built  and  sold  to  the  Czar  being  complained  of  by  the  minister  of  Sweden.  Trevor  and 
Parker  gave  the  same  opinion  in  1713." 

There  (eaid  Mr.  Karslake)  your  lordships  have  an  opinion  given  by  the  judges  that  the 
crown  could  not  interfere  to  prevent  ships-cf-foice  being  fitted  out  with  warlike  equipments 
in  this  country  for  foreigners— at  all  events  in  the  years  1713  and  1721. 
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The  lord  chief  haron  stated  that  the  last  time  the  Judges  were  Msembled  In  that  geaeMU 
way  to  have  a  qoestioa  put  to  them,  without  hearing  anj  argument  on  either  side,  Mr. 
Justice  Maule  refused  to  give  any  opinion  at  all,  saying  that  nnless  the  matter  was  argued 
before  bim.  so. that  he  might  know  what  was  to  be  said  on  one  side  or  the  other,  he 
should  decline  giving  an  opinion.    The  question,  perhaps,  was  never  argued. 

Mr.  Earsiake.  Very  possibly. 

Baron  Bramwell.  We  are  summoned  by  our  writs  to  advise  the  house. 

Mr  Earsiake.  I L  elieve  at  the  time  it  was  the  common  practice  for  the  judges  to  give 
information  to  the  crown  when  asked. 

The  lord  chief  baron.  Not  only  in  the  house  of  lords,  but  it  was  not  an  uncommon 
thing,  you  will  find,  for  the  judges  to  be  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  giving  an  eztca^ 
judicial  opinion.  They  w.-re  assembled  once  upon  the  question  of  &e  right  of  the 
sovereign  to  control  the  whole  of  the  royal  family,  and  as  to  giving  him,  during  the  Ufo> 
time  of  the  Prince  of  Walee,  a  oontrol  over  the  Pdnoe  of  Wales.  He  was  considered  to  be 
the  father  of  the  royal  family.  The  judges,  certainly  not  in  the  house  of  lords,  but  in 
Serjeant's  iim.  were  assembled  and  gave  an  opinion,  and  they  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
doing  it  on  other  f>tate  occasions. 

Mr.  Earsiake.  I  only  cited  that  opinion  to  show  what  might  be  considered  to  be  the 
law  here  previous  to  the  passing  of  the  act  of  Congress.  After  the  learned  counsel  had 
gone  largely  into  the  reasons  of  both  countries,  America  and  Great  Britain,  for  enacting 
acts  to  prohibit  the  enlisting  of  their  respective  subjects  in  foreign  armies,  &o.,  and  fol- 
lowed, of  neces<^ity,  very  much  upon  the  arguments  of  Sir  Hugh  Cairns,  he  proceeded : 
I  will  apsnme,  then,  that  supposing  the  hull  of  a  vessel,  which  is  capable  of  being  used  for 
warlike  pnrpoi«es  after  it  had  heerx  equipped  and  Atted  out,  U  sent  from  this  country  for 
the  purpose  of  being  used  for  those  purposes,  but  is  towed  away  as  a  mere  hull,  inasmuch 
as  there  id  no  prohibition  of  such  an  act  to  be  found  in  this  statute,  that  act  itself  will  be 
le^al,  and  I  aiy  that  because  it  is  necessary  there  should  be  something  more  than  a  vessel 
which  is  to  be  forfeited.  It  must  be  a  vessel  in  a  particular  state  and  stage  of  complete^ 
ness— that  is,  not  simply  in  the  state  of  a  hull,  but  a  vessel  furnished,  equipped,  ilted 
out,  or  armed— which  Is  to  be  the  subject  of  forfeiture  under  the  7th  section.  If  a  vhip- 
builder  has  a  right  in  common  (and  I  venture  to  think  he  has)  with  other  merchants  in 
this  country  to  supply  contraband  up  to  a  certain  point,  the  question  is,  where  your  lord- 
ships will  draw  the  line,  and  whether  your  lordships  aie  to  g^ve  the  extremely  liberal 
construction  which  the  attorney  general  claims  for  this  statute,  or  whether  the  more 
limited  construction  which  we  seek  to  put  upon  it  is  the  construction  to  be  placed  upon 
the  terms  of  the  act.  It  is  rather,  under  the  circumstances,  for  your  lordships  to  put  a 
limited  than  an  extended  construction  upon  the  act,  making  every  vessel  built  under 
circumstances  of  suspicion  liable  to  the  forfeiture  which  is  claimed  by  the  crown.  Kow,  I 
understand  my  friend  on  the  other  side  to  say,  once  let  a  vessel  in  common  parlance  be- 
come a  ship,  add  to  that  vessel  tlie  stanchion  of  a  hammock  netting,  she  is  then  equipped 
sufficiently  for  the  purpose  of  this  statute,  provided  that  you  find  that  that  equipment  is 
with  the  intent  charged  by  the  statute. 

Baron  Bramwell.  That  if  you  get  clearly  to  the  intent  that  gives  the  equipment. 

Baron  Pigott.   First  the  act  and  then  the  Intent 

Mr.  Earsiake.  Or  it  may  be  simply  the  intent  and  then  the  act,  for  it  is  immaterial 
which  you  take  first,  according  to  the  facts  of  this  case  that  it  refers  to.  After  going  iiit>  an 
argument  upon  the  couKtructlon  of  the  stata^,  &c.,  Mr.  Earsiake  said :  I  want  to  impress 
upon  the  court,  that  on  the  part  of  the  person  who  is  the  owner  or  controller,  for  the  time 
being,  ot  the  vessel,  there  mu^t  be  that  fixed  intention  which  is  mentioned  in  the  (a^  of 
the  ''United  8tites  vs.  Qiiincey,"  and  that  tou  must  ascertain  who  is  the  person  who  has 
that  fixed  intention  before  you  can  claim  the  forfeiture  of  that  vessel.  It  will  be  ex- 
tremely material  to  bear  that  in  mind,  as  in  this  case  there  are  twenty  or  thiity  persons 
charged  with  having  said  this  or  that  about  the  vessel,  the  attorney  general  saying, 
**They  were  all  engaged  together;  therefore  you  must  assume  the  intent  to  be  wh;it  we 
alleged  it  to  be." 

I^ron  Bramwell  said  that  surely  the  crown  had  a  right  to  say,  *'If  we  cannot  make 
good  our  right  against  any  one  we  are  content  the  ship  shall  be  yours,  but  if  we  can 
show  that  auy  one  has  forfeited,  we  have  a  right  to  do  so  by  all  oidinary  means  in  our 
power." 

Mr.  Earsiake  The  crown  must  lay  hands  on  some  particular  person  in  whom  they 
assume  the  guilty  intention  existed  which  has  rendered  the  ship  forfeiture.  It  is  the 
boundeo  duty  of  those  who  are  making  out  the  affirmative  to  show  that  at  the  time  when 
the  forfeiture  was  incurred  there  were  some  particular  perttoiis  who  were  acting  in  some 
way  or  other  against  the  section  of  the  statute.  In  order  to  ascerta  n  the  intent,  or 
whether  it  exist^,  the  first  inquiry  to  be  made  was,  who  was  the  person  who  was  capable 
of  intending  at  the  time  of  the  forfeiture  wiihin  the  meaning  of  the  authorities  ?    Mr., 
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KaadAke  th«n  went  into  the  meaning  to  be  attached  to  the  words  **  equip,  fankkb,  fit  oat, 
or  arm."  He  asked  the  court  to  accept  the  coiiBtruoiioii  put  upon  the  section  bj  Sir  Hugh 
Cairns.  The  learned  counsel  finished  his  argument  by  urgiog  that  the  direction  given  bj 
the  learned  lord  chief  liaron  was  a  right  view  of  the  statute ;  tliat  the  verdict  waa  right, 
and  the  jury  could  not  have  arrived  at  any  other  conclusion  than  they  had ;  and  that  the 
yerdict,  for  all  the  reasons  that  had  been  brought  forward)  ought  not  to  be  disturbed. 

Mr.  Mellish,  Q.  C,  followed  on  the  same  side  After  some  introductory  obatrvatioiis, 
ho  slated  that  he  ventured  to  go  to  the  extent  of  saying  that  it  would  be  perfectly  legal, 
under  the  act,  for  any  ship  builder  to  build  a  ship  in  this  country,  well  knowing  it  was 
adapted  for  warlike  purposes,  under  a  contract  with  one  of  two  belligerents,  to  equip  that 
ship  so  fur  as  it  was  necessary  to  enable  it  to  sail  away  from  this  country,  and  to  deliver 
it  to  the  belligerent,  either  here  or  elsewhere,  in  an  unarmed  state.  I'he  buildino:  of  a 
yessel  was  not  forbidden  by  the  statute  ;  and  that  being  so,  the  question  was  this :  Was  it 
the  intention  of  the  legislature,  though  it  did  not  forbid  the  building  of  a  ship  in  express 
and  direct  terms,  to  make  it  by  implioation  unlawful?  Obviously  it  was  impoasibte  to 
build  a  ship  or  sell  a  ship  adapted  for  war  to  one  of  two  belligerents,  uukss  they  irilowed 
the  builder  to  sell  it  in  such  a  state  as  would  enable  it  to  sail  away.  To  say  to  the  ship- 
buildes  of  this  country,  **  You  may  sell  ships  to  one  of  the  two  belligerents  as  much  as 
you  please,  but  you  must  not  put  anything^  on  board  which  will  enable  them  to  sail 
away,"  was  a  manifest  absurdity.  If  it  was  the  object  of  the  legislature  to  prevent 
any  belligerent  providing  himself  with  ships  from  the  ports  of  this  country,  it  aeeoied 
extraordinary  that  they  did  not,  in  plain  terms,  say,  *' You  shall  not  be  allowed  to  build  a 
ship  fur  one  of  two  belligerents,  nor  sell  it  to  him." 

Mr.  Kemplay  then  argued  upon  the  construction  of  the  statute,  saying  that  after  the 
very  elaborate  manner  in  which  all  the  facts  had  been  gone  through  by  his  learned 
friends,  it  would  be  unnecessary  for  him  to  approach  them  at  all,  but  he  woold  satisfy 
himself  by  making  a  few  remarks  upon  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  true  conatniction 
to  be  put  upon  the  statute. 

Cause  having  been  now  shown  against  the  rule,  the  attorney  general  commenced  his 
argument  in  support  of  the  rule,  and  had  not  concluded  when  the  court  rose. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 


No.  763.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  November  20,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  November  6  (No.  532)  has  been  received.  It  informs 
me  of  the  proceedings  which  have  recently  taken  place  in  the  case  of  the 
Alexandra,  before  the  court  of  exchequer. 

It  is  an  occasion  of  sincere  'satisfaction  to  find  that  the  interpretation  which 
was  given  to  municipal  and  international  laws  on  the  former  trial  of  the  case  is 
deemed  to  require  judicial  reconsideration.  If  that  interpretation  should  be  left 
to  guide  the  courts  in  Great  Britain  and  her  American  provinces,  and  should 
further  come  to  be  accepted  as  a  guide  to  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  then 
I  think  no  one  could  reasonably  expect  that  the  conflicts  which  would  unavoid- 
ably arise  between  the  two  nations  could  be  settled  by  the  ordinary  peaceful 
processes  of  courts  or  cabinets.  This  government  knows  no  interest  and  no 
motive  that  does  not  prompt  to  the  preservatiun  of  peace  and  friendship  with 
Great  Britain. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

C.  P.  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc„  ^.,  Sfc, 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams, 

No.  764.]  Department  of  State, 

Waihington,  November  21,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  November  6  (No.  531)  hao  been  received.  I  have 
read  with  admiration  the  reply  of  the  clergy  of  Scotland  to  the  insurrectionary 
ministers  of  America.  It  is  written  in  the  true  spirit  of  the  church  universal  in 
the  period  of  its  purest  administration. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  civil  war  we  determined  that  it  should  be  not  the 
government,  but  the  insurgents,  that  should  carry  their  cause  before  foreign  na- 
tions, if  such  a  scandal  must  come.  We  did  not  doubt  that  our  position  would 
be  all  the  more  promptly  and  successfully  vindicated  by  thus  waiting  for  the 
inevitable  assault  from  foreign  enemies  instigated  by  domestic  emissaries;  while 
af  the  same  time  we  maintained  the  national  dignity  and  sovereignty  against 
foreign  interference,  without  concession  or  compromise. 

It  must  be  pleasant  for  you,  as  it  is  for  the  President,  to  observe  in  such  pro- 
ceedmgs  as  that  of  the  Scottish  clergy  the  thick  crowning  evidences  of  the 
correctness  of  this  course  of  administration. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

C.  F.  Adam8,  Esq.,  ^.,  ifc.,  4r. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adana. 


No.  765.]  Department  op  State, 

Washingtont  November  23,  1863. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  4th  of  November  (No.  529)  is  received,  and  the 
note  which  you  addressed  to  Earl  Russell  on  the  3d  of  November,  a  copy  of 
which  you  have  annexed,  is  approved. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
C.  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  8fc,y  4n?.,  Sfc, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams, 


No.  766.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  November  23,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  November  5  (No.  530)  has  been  received,  together 
with  its  enclosures,  wWch  relate  chiefly  to  the  depredations  committed  bv  the 
pirate  Alabama  near  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The  despatch  also  alludes  to 
the  complaint  of  our  consul  at  that  port  concerning  the  Tuscaloosa,  while  it 
advises  ns  of  your  having  submitted  to  Earl  Russell  the  claims  *for  indemnity 
for  precedent  depredations  committed  by  the  Alabama. 

The  latter  proceeding  is  approved.  Earl  Russell  having  now  authorized  Lord 
Lyons  to  confer  with  me  concerning  transactions  which  occurred  at  the  Gape  of 
Good  Hope,  I  shall  reserve  the  whole  of  this  subject  for  aiscussion  in  that  con- 
ference. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD 

Charles  F  Adams,  Esq.,  ifc,,  8(c,,  ^. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  767.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Waihingtout  November  23,  1863. 

Sift  :  I  traiiBmit  the  originftls  of  certain  recently  intercepted  insurgent  cor- 
respondence which  have  been  published  in  the  newspapers.  It  has  occurred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  that  they  might  bensefiil  to  you  for  judicial  or  dlplo 
matic  purposes,  and  perhaps  for  both.  If  he  should  be  mistaken  in  this,  you 
may  return  them,  in  order  that  they  may  be  restored  to  the  file. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  senrant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Gharlbs  F.  Adams,  4^.,  Sfc.,  Sfc, 


The  subjoined  intercepted  correspondence  was  washed  ashore  in  the  mail-bag 
which  was  thrown  overboard  from  the  R.  £.  Lee  during  the  late  capture  of  that 
vessel  (with  two  others)  off  Wilmington: 

LETTER  FROM  EDWIN  DE  LEON  TO  THE  REBEL  SECltkTARY  OF  STATE. 

PARIS)  September  30,  1863. 

Sm :  Your  despatch  No.  3,  of  ]5tb  August  last,  was  delivered  to  me  bj  Dr.  Charles  Girard 
on  the  16th  instant,  and  in  conformity  with  the  instructions  therein  contained,  I  write  jou 
via  Bermuda  hy  the  first  post,  and  shall  continue  my  communications  bj  each  successive 
steamer  for  that  port. 

Since  your  last  despatch  was  written,  jon  have  doubtless  received  mj  Nos.  8  and  9 ;  and 
it  is  scAFceij  necessary  for  me  to  observe  that,  had  the  views  and  intentions  of  the  adminis- 
tration been  previously  confided  to  me,  the  strength  of  m j  language  on  one  measure  of  policy, 
siuce  adopteu,  would  have  been  greatly  modified,  however  unchanged  my  private  opinioa 
mi^ht  have  remained. 

The  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Mason  from  London  has  had  the  g^ood  effect  of  reviving  an  interest 
in  the  southern  question,  and  awakening^  the  public  in  England  from  their  dream  of  ooniinued 
non-intervention.  From  all  sources  ot  information  in  uiy  power,  and  from  the  expressed 
views  of  intelligent  English  friends,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  the  public  feeling  in  England 
finds  tme  expression  in  the  editorials  from  the  Times  ot'  25th  and  27th,  which  is  herewith 
enclosed.  The  greatest  recoil  of  the  measure  has  been  against  Liord  John  Russell  personally. 
His  speech,  apologetic  and  vindicatory  of  his  course,  is  the  reply  to  your  challenge,  and  it 
proves  that  he  will  persist  in  his  policv  to  *'  the  bitter  end,"  and  is  even  ready  to  overstep  the 
law  in  order  to  avoid  offence  to  the  Washington  government.  The  delivery  of  this  speech  is 
too  recent  to  permit  me  to  inform  you  of  English  sentiment  in  relation  to  it.  The  commentaiy 
of  the  Times  will  show  that  even  that  obsequious  echo  of  the  ministry  does  not  accept  and 
reiterate  Lord  Russell's  views  without  a  protest,  and,  should  he  venture  to  carry  into  execo- 
tion  the  threats  he  has  made  of  violating  the  law  and  asking  a  bill  of  indemnity  from  Parlia- 
ment, the  experiment  may  cost  him  his  place,  the  sympathy  of  the  British  people  for  ua, 
growing  stronger  every  day,  and  in  the  same  ratio  as  their  antipathy  for  the  Yankees.  To 
tester  and  increase  these  favorable  dispositions,  I  have  caused  various  publications  to  be  made 
in  England  on  the  topics  of  cotton,  slavery,  the  oath  of  allegianca^  federal  fabrications,  and 
kept  up  a  running  fire  through  tlie  English  press.  Some  of  these  publications  shall  be  sent 
you  by  the  first  opportunity  which  presents  tor  sending  packages. 

After  the  disposal  of  the  Roebuck  motion,  the  rapid  increase  of  federal  recruitment  in  Ire- 
land attracted  moth  attention,  and  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  visit  that  country  to  see  if  any- 
thing could  be  done  to  check  it.  During  three  weeks*  residence,  chiefly  in  Dublin,  with  a 
visit  to  Belfast,  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  I  succeeded  in  unmasking  and  exposing  the  enemy's 
battery,  and  enlisted  the  aid  of  some  powerfal  auxiliaries  in  the  press  and  the  pulpit  to  stop 
this  cruel  and  cowardlv  cryuping  of  recruits,  under  pretext  of  employment  on  noithem  rail- 
ways. Many  knew  the  real  nature  of  the  services  required  of  them,  but  many  more  wen 
entrapped  by  promises  of  high  wag^,  their  contracts  containing  a  clause  that  they  woaU 
take  the  preliminary  '*oath  of  renunciation*' on  their  arrival  in  America.  This,  at  ooos, 
would  make  them  subject  to  the  draft.  Another  drag  put  upon  them  was  the  exhortation  to 
the  women  to  accompany  their  husbands,  as  the  promised  wages  were  so  high — so  that  tks 
Yankees  now  set  a  «>od  deal  of  dross  with  their  good  metal.  The  number  of  actual  recraiH 
thus  obtained  from  Ireland  for  the  past  year,  up  to  August,  cannot  have  exceeded  dC^M 
able-bodied  men,  but  has  probably  reached  that  figure^    When  the  harvest  tln^  is  ever,  the 
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Yankees  hope  to  make  a  grand  haul,  bat  we  hope  their  nets  will  not  hold.  The  men  of  in* 
teDigenoe,  who  see  the  drain  thus  made  of  the  yerj  bone  and  sinew  of  the  coontrj,  resist  it 
from  policy  and  from  patriotism.  The  priests,  who  are  generally  conscientious  and  earnest 
men,  and  who  live  on  yohmtary  contributions  of  their  parishioners,  are  also  bent  on  arresting 
the  exodus.  The  only  party  favorable  to  the  Yankees  is  the  silly  and  mischievous  clique  of 
demagogues  who  style  themselves  "Young  Irelanders,**  of  whom  General  Meagher  used  to 
be  one  of  the  shining  lights ;  and  these  men  make  themselves  busy  in  selling  their  country- 
n)en  for  the  Yankee  shambles.  No  step  has  been  or  will  be  taken  hj  the  British  government 
(0  stop  this  wholesale  deportation  for  two  reasons: 

1.  From  the  difficulty  of  proof  of  actual  enlistment;  and, 

2.  Because  of  the  unwillingness  of  Lord  Russell  to  wound  die  susceptibilities  of  Mir.  Seward, 
of  whose  conduct  he  '*  has  no  complaint  to  make." 

The  press,  the  priests,  and  public  opinion  may  supply  the  short-comings  of  the  government 
in  this  respect    At  least  the  attempt  is  making,  and  snail  continue  to  be  made. 

Having  called  (of  coarse  as  a  private  individual)  on  the  lord  lieutenant,  the  Earl  of  Carlisle, 
an  old  acquaintance,  I  was  most  courteously  and  kindly  received,  and  had  a  long  conversa- 
tion with  him  on  this  and  kindred  topics.  Subsequently  I  dined  with  him,  when  we  again 
discussed  the  whole  matter.  He  admitted  the  existence  of  the  evil  of  emigpration  and  the 
powerlessness  of  government  in  the  matter. 

Here  in  France  I  see  no  change  either  in  the  attitude  of  the  government  or  in  the  popular 
sentiment  In  fact,  until  the  arrival  of  the  Florida  at  Brest*  allusions  even  to  the  confederacy 
(except  those  supplied  by  our  friends  in  the  press)  were  becoming  very  rare.  The  Polish 
jjuestion  and  the  Mexican  entirely  obscured  ours,  in  which  Frenchmen  have  really  but  little 
interest  The  sympathy  at  first  felt  for  the  federals  has  been  forfeited  by  their  brutality  and 
insolence.  A  kind  of  vague  admiration  for  the  heroism  of  our  people  has  succeeded,  but  not 
lively  enough  to  prompt  any  action,  nor  give  us  reasonable  hopes  of  it 

Toe  arrival  of  the  Florida,  and  the  questions  which  arose,  excited  an  interest,  but  that  too 
has  now  died  away,  and  even  the  arrival  of  the  federal  vessel  Kearsarge,  and  her  admission 
into  the  same  docks,  have  not  revived  it  Her  visit  has  been  important  however,  in  settling 
some  vexed  questions,  as  the  enclosed  extracts  from  the  Mamiteurj  France,  and  Paj^s,  wiu 
show.  The  extract  from  the  latter  print  (which  is  now  the  org^  of  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs)  threw  a  wet  blanket  over  our  too  sanguine  friends,  who  predicated  French^intervention 
on  the  acknowledgment  of  our  belligerent  rights  by  France  on  water  as  on  land. 

The  Emperor  is  now  at  Biarritz,  whore  every  year  all  the  world  are  admitted  informally  to 
the  reunions  of  the  Empress,  and  French  royalty  goes  en  diskabille.  Mr.  Slidell's  family 
have  passed  the  summer  there,  and  he  himself,  for  the  last  month,  has  been  there.  The  court 
next  week  will  be  transferred  to  Compi^g^e,  where  none  can  go  except  by  invitation.  There 
the  Emperor  will  receive  the  Mexican  deputation  after  their  visit  to  Prince  Maximilian,  near 
Trieste,  and  some  people  hope  he  may  say  something  bearing  on  our  question.  I  entertain 
no  such  hopes. 

The  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Mason  from  London  makes  the  Emperor  more  than  ever  master  of 
the  situation — ^the  only  rivalry  he  feared  being  thus  withdrawn.  He  can  amuse  us  with 
Mexican  alliances  in  lieu  of  more  practical  intervention,  in  the  belief  that  we  shall  continue 
to  be  very  grateful  for  very  small  favors.  Neither  the  British  Parliament  nor  the  French 
Chambers  will  meet  until  February  next,  and  until  then  the  game  is  entirely  in  his  own 
hands.  Earl  RusselPs  speech  having  relieved  his  mind  of  any  chcmge  in  Englauas  inactivity. 
I  sincerely  hoj)e  that  the  intentions  of  the  Empei4>r  may  be  more  practiced,  bat  I  can  only 
judge  by  the  lights  before  me. 

I  remain,  very  respectfrilly, 

Eon.  J.  P.  Benjamik, 

Secretary  of  State,  Riehmomd,  C.  S.  A, 


EDWIN  DE  LEON. 


Letitr/rom  Mr.  Dt  Iaou  <#  Jeff.  DmtU. 

Paris,  Octoker  1,  1863. 

Mt  DbaM  Sn :  Yoa  eatmot  possibly  imagine  the  vefy  great  happiness  which  Toar  letter 
gave  me,  both  on  account  of  the  assurance  of  your  continued  fnenoship  and  of  the  hopefol 
tone  wldch  pervaded  it  in  relation  to  our  public  affairs. 

Both  of  these  facts  are  fully  confirmed  by  my  friend  Dr.  Girard«  who  speaks  of  your  kind 
ness  to  him  in  the  most  entnusiastic  terms,  and  he  has  relieved  my  apprehensions  that,  like 
our  fini  gieikt  leader  Calhoun,  your  body  might  prove  uneqaal  to  the  burden  your  spirit  im* 
poses  upon.it 

For  the  sake  of  the  cause,  as  well  as  for  the  sake  of  those  that  love  you,  it  is  essential  that 
yon  should  net  overtask  yomr  strength,  for  every  day  has  convinced  me  more  and  more  that 
we  have  no  Joehna  te  take  your  place,  and  lead  us  into  Canaan,  if  that  place  were  rendered 
nMsaat    It  is  nielegi  te  disynaB  the  fiiot  that  the  men  .agonnd  yoa  do  not  insphne  confideDce^ 
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and  that  claoB  would  soon  come  were  jonr  hand  withdrawn  from  the  helm.  Mflltaiy  ability  . 
of  the  highest  order  our  revolution  has  produced,  hut  of  diplomatic  talent  it  has  been  mort 
sin^larlj  harren.  The  old  men  of  the  old  rigime^  like  the  Bourbons,  seem  to  "have  learned 
nothing  and  forgotten  nothing,"  and  no  voun^r  ones  seem  springing  up  to  supply  tbeir 
places.  Radical  democracy,  wnich  levels  down  instead  of  grading  un,  seems  almost  as  strong 
with  us  as  with  the  north,  though  not  in  such  repulsive  shapes,  and  afler  the  war  is  over  we 
shall  have  to  fight  the  same  old  foe  with  a  new  face.  I  may  seem  to  speak  bitterly,  but  I  we 
on  this  side  so  much  pitiful  self-seeking  and  worthless  greed  in  the  swarm  of  speculators  aztd 
blockade-runners,  and  swaggering  shufflers  from  danger,  who  call  themselves  confederates, 
that  my  soul  sickens  as  I  contemplate  our  future.  No  one  can  appreciate  more  than  myself 
the  heroic  virtues  of  our  home  population,  and  I  turn  my  face  towards  them  for  purer  air  and 
more  hopeful  presages.  n 

As  I  ventured  to  give  counsel  with  reference  to  an  important  public  movement,  I  feel 
bound  frankly  to  say  to  you  what  I  am  not  warranted  in  embodying  m  a  despatch,  especially 
since  being  informed  by  Mr.  B.  that  there  were  reasons  and  proceedings  out  here  of  which  I 
had  not  been  informed.  In  a  despatch  to  him  I  therefore  have  only  dilated  upon  these  points 
by  the  lights  before  me,  as  there  may  be  reasons  beyond  my  ken. 

By  re^rence  to  my  despatch,  and  my  letter  to  yourself,  it  will  be  found  that  my  suggestion 
has  been  treated  as  were  the  prayers  of  Homer's  heroes  by  Jupiter — one-half  accepted,  the 
rest  dismissed  as  empty  air.  1  suggested  a  policy  by  which  you  would  have  administered  * 
gprave  rebuke  to  Europe,  and  have  appealed  to  the  conscience  of  Europe.  This,  I  think, 
would  have  produced  a  most  happy  effect.  The  isolated  action  which  has  oeen  taken  has  not 
the  same  weight  and  gravity,  and  has  been  attributed  more  to  personal  pique  against  a  small 
minister,  and  to  impatience  of  recog^tion,  than  to  the  calm  consciousness  of  strength,  or  tp 
deliberate  and  settled  policy. 

A  general  measure  would  have  sown  suspicion  between  the  two  great  powers.  Each  would 
have  feared  secret  negotiations  with  the  other.  Now  it  is  an  open  g*ame,  and  Liouis  and  Pam. 
both  see  each  other's  hands.  I  am  not  a  prophet,  and  may  be  deceived ;  but,  as  far  as  I 
know  and  can  see,  there  has  been,  and  is  to-day,  as  little  real  intention  of  speedj  recognidon 
by  France  as  by  England. 

That  we  may  be  made  a  pawn  in  the  Mexican  game  I  think  very  probable,  but  the  de- 
tected intrigue  in  Texas  Q/b.  B.'s  denunciation  of  which  was  intercepted  and  published  in 
New  York  and  English  papers)  does  not  inspire  confidence  in  that  very  astute  g^tleman 
who  is  now  an  arbiter  of  southern  and  Mexican  destinies,  the  retention  of  Mr.  Maon  in  Bel- 
gium not  being  remembered  by  the  public. 

Judge  Rost,  who  is  here  now,  entirely  concurs  in  my  views ;  and  he  adds  further,  that  Mr. 
Dayton  declares  he  has  never  had  any  complaint  from  Washington  regarding  French  inter- 
vention in  Mexico.  If  Seward,  therefore,  acknowledge  Maximilian's  empire,  the  ground  on 
which  our  action  seems  to  have  been  predicated  is  cut  away  from  under  our  feet.  Even  should 
S.  make  a  protest,  for  he  cannot  meditate  a  war  with  France,  we  still  will  be  held  as  a  pawn, 
and  have  the  shadow  of  a  favor,  while  our  enemy  enjoys  the  substance  of  non-intervendon. 

Before  this  letter  reaches  you  events  will  have  proved  their  coirectness  or  falsity ;  for  we 
are  groping  in  the  dark  at  this  moment.  God  g^nt  I  may  be  unduly  suspicioua  and  d»- 
trustfru,  and  that  we  may  g^t  more  substantial  "aid  and  comfort"  from  Napoleon  than  I 
Mther  hope  or  expect. 

At  the  risk  of  being  tedious  I  have  exposed  mv  inmost  thoughts  to  you.  What  is  past  is 
irrevocable,  but  I  feel  our  future  is  safe  in  your  bands.  I  cannot  volunteer  any  advice,  now 
that  you  luiow  my  inmost  ideas.     I  am  working  hard  and  incessantly,  personally  and  bv 

froxy,  and  am  enlarging  the  sphere  of  my  operations,  for  the  exigencies  ot  Uie  hoar  demand, 
abhor  asking  for  monev,  but,  as  I  do  not  appropriate  a  penny  for  myself,  have  riven  Mr. 
B.  a  reminder  that  a  small  sum  in  treasury  drafts  is  not  a  Fortunatus  purse,  ever  iiUinff  snd 
ever  full,  at  the  expiration  of  eighteen  months.  "  Franoe  wants  money,"  literally,  ana  not 
figuratively ;  they  are  a  far  more  mercenary  race  than  the  English,  and  we  must  buy  golden 
opinions  from  them,  if  at  all.  8uch  was  the  secret  of  Dr.  Franklin's  success.  Mrs.  De  Leon 
was  much  g^tified  bv  your  very  kind  mention  and  remembrance  of  her. 

Believe  me  when  I  say  she  fully  shares  in  my  feelings  towards  yourself  and  Mrs.  D.,  and 
heartily  echoes  the  wish  of  meeting  soon  again  and  under  happier  auspices.    As  a  souvenir 
of  an  old  friend,  I  send  Madam  for  her  album  the  "portrait  of  a  gentleman,  *'  as  they  say  in 
exhibitions.    So  soon  as  a  good  one  is  taken  of  Maoam,  it  shall  also  be  sent. 
With  the  wannest  wishes  for  your  health  and  happiness,  your  obliged,  sincere  firicBd, 

E.  De  LEON. 


An  agreement  beheeen  certain  parties  to  run  Jive  eteamers  from  8t,  CUorge'e^  BermmdM,  or 
NaosaUf  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  or  Wilmington^  North  Carolina. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come :  I,  William  Anderson  Rose,  lord  mayor  of  the 
dty  of  London,  do  hereby  certify,  that  on  the  dav  of  the  date  hereof  personally  came  sod 
appeared  before  me  James  Taylor  Soutter,  the  declarant  named  in  the  aedaration  hereoato 
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amiejed,  and  by  solemn  declamtion  which  the  siud  declarant  then  made  before  me  in  dne 
fonn  of  law,  did  solemnly  and  aincerelj  declare  to  be  trae  the  seyeral  matters  and  things 
mentioned  and  contained  m  the  said  annexed  declaration. 

In  faith  and  testimonj  whereof,  I,  the  said  lord  mayor,  haye  hereunto  sigpied  mj  name  and 
caused  the  seal  of  the  office  of  mayoralty  of  the  said  city  of  London  to  w  herennto  affixed, 
and  the  paper  writing  marked  '*A,"  mentioned  and  referred  to  in  and  by  said  declaration,  to 
be  herennto  annexed.  Dated  in  London  the  thirtieth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  onr 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hnndred  and  sixty-three. 

WILLIAM  A.  ROSE,  Maffor. 

RICHARD  HAWLEY,  D^uty  Registrar. 


The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  certificate  of  James  T.  Sontter,  of  London : 

I,  James  Taylor  Sontter,  of  No.  3  Alderman's  Walk,  in  the  city  of  London,  gentleman,  do 
solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  that  I  haye  carefully  examined  the  paper  writing  herennto 
annexed  and  marked  with  the  letter  ''A,"  with  the  original  agreement,  and  that  the  same  is 
a  true  and  exact  copy  of  such  original  agreement. 

And  I  make  this  solenm  declaration  conscientdonsly,  belieyinff  the  same  to  be  true  and  br 
Tirtue  of  the  proyipions  of  an  act  made  and  passed  m  the  session  of  Parliament  of  the  fifth 
and  sixth  years  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Mn^'esty  King  William  the  Fourth,  entitled  "An  act 
to  repeal  an  act  of  the  present  session  of  Parliament  entitled  'An  act  for  the  more  effectual 
abolition  of  oaths  and  affirmations  taken  and  made  in  yarious  departments  of  the  state,  and 
to  subscribe  declarations  in  lieu  thereof,  and  for  the  more  entire  suppression  of  yoluntary  and 
extrajudicial  oaths  and  affidayits,  and  to  make  other  proyisions  for  the  abolition  of  tmneces- 

aaiy  oaths.' "  

J.  T.  SOUTTER. 

Subscribed  and  declared  at  the  Mansion  House,  London,  this  30th  day  of  September,  1863 

WILLIAM  A.  ROSE,  Mayor. 


A. 

It  is  affreed  hereby  between  Colonel  J.  Gorgas,  chief  of  ordnance,  in  behalf  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  on  the  one  side,  and  C.  E.  Thorbum,  esquire,  in  behalf  of  himself,  Messrs. 
Charles  H.  Reid  &,  Co.,  and  other  parties,  (to  be  named,)  of  London,  on  the  other,  to  run 
fiye  steamers,  on  joint  account  for  the  parties  they  represent,  in  the  proportions  hereinafter 
named,  from  the  port  of  St.  George's,  Bermuda,  or  Nassau,  N.  P.,  to  the  confederate  port  of 
Charieston,  South  Carolina,  or  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  on  the  following  terms  and 
conditions : 

1.  The  fiye  steamers  shall  be  owned  in  the  proportion  of  two-thirds  by  the  Confederate 
States  and  one-third  by  Messrs.  Charles  H.  Reid  &,  Co.  and  other  parties. 

2.  The  Confederate  States  shall  pay  for  their  two-thirds  ownership  in  the  steamers  in 
cotton,  deliyered,  compressed  and  in  good  shipping  condition,  at  the  port  of  Charleston  or 
Wilmington,  as  Messrs.  Charles  H.  Reid  &.  Co.  ana  other  parties  may  direct ;  said  cotton  to 
be  yahieid  on  the  basis  of  sixpence  (6d.)  per  pound  for  *' middling  upland." 

3.  The  steamers  shall  be  sailed  at  the  risk  and  expense  of  the  joint  owners  in  proportion  ta 
their  shares,  as  named  in  condition  1st,  the  Confederate  States  beginning  to  bear  their  pro- 
portion of  the  risk  and  expense  from  date  of  receipt  of  notification  by  Afiyor  Caleb  Huse,  71 
Jermyn  street,  London,  that  this  agreement  is  ratified  by  Messrs.  Charles  H.  Reid  &  Co.  and. 
odier.parties. 

4.  The  general  management  of  the  steamers  shall  be  intrusted  to  Messrs.  Charles  H.  Reid: 
&  Co.  and  other  parties,  but  the  Confederate  States  resenre  to  themselyes  the  right  of  repre- 
senting their  controlling  interests  in  all  disputed  questions.  It  is  distinctly  understood,  also, 
that  the  steamers  will  be  run  under  the  general  rules  established  by  the  goyexfuftent  of  the- 
Confederate  States  for  their  own  steamers  engaged  in  the  same  trade. 

6.  The  Confederate  States  will  furnish  coal  and  cotton  at  their  port  with  all  despatch  for 
these  steamers ;  and,  for  so  doing,  a  commission  of  2^  per  cent,  on  yalue  of  their  one-third 
at  the  seaport  will  be  allowed  i&m  by  Messrs.  Charles  H.  Reid  &  Co.  and  other  parties^ 
Tbe  cotton  so  exported  to  the  depots  in  the  islands  will  be  reshipped  there  in  neutral  bottoms 
to  Liyerpool,  and  consigned  to  Messrs.  Charles  H.  Reid  &,  Co.  and  other  parties,  who  will 
sell  it  for  the  benefit  of  uiose  concerned,  and  place  the  proceeds  (less  the  usual  charses  and 
ft^  per  cent,  commission  for  selling)  of  the  two-thirds  share  belonging  to  the  Confederate, 
States  to  tiiQ  credit  of  the  war  department,  with  Messrs.  Frazer,  Trenholm  &>  Co.,  of  Liyer- 
poolf  unless  they  (Messrs.  Charles  H.  Reid  &,  Co.  and  other  parties)  eJiould  be  directed  to 


1316  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

expend  it  themselYes  in  the  purchase  of  articles  needed  by  the  gOTemment,  on  lists  furnished 
them  as  indicated  in  condition  sixth. 

6.  Two-thirds  of  the  inward  cargoes  shall  be  purchased  by  Messrs.  Charles  H.  Beid  ^  Co. 
and  other  parties  for  theH)onfederate  States,  on  lists  furnished  them  for  the  purpose,  unless 
the  Confederate  States  should  prefer  to  purchase  directly  through  their  officers  abroad.  In 
either  case,  Messrs.  Charles  H.  Eeid  &,  Co.  and  other  parties  are  to  be  aUowed  a  commission 
of  ^  per  cent,  on  the  iuToice  cost  of  the  two-thirds  cargo  belonging  to  the  Confederate 
States.  These  cargoes  are  to  be  sent  out  in  neutral  bottoms  to  the  depots  on  the  islands,  snd 
tiiere  reshijqped  to  run  the  blockade  into  one  of  the  two  confederate  ports  named,  on  one  of 
the  five  steamers  of  joint  ownership.  In  eyery  case,  where  required  by  the  agreeing  parties, 
the  carg^oes  from  England  to  the  islands,  and  from  the  islands  to  the  confcSlerate  seaport, 
will  be  apportioned  out  among  them  in  the  proportions  of  their  ownership  of  the  five  steamers; 
that  is  to  say,  two-thirds  and  one-third.  Whenever  one  party  occupies  the  freight  room  oif 
the  other  by  consent,  or  because  the  other  cannot  frunisn  fr^ht,  from  whatever  cause,  be 
shall  pay  for  such  freight  room  at  the  rate  of  fifty  pounds  sterling  per  ton  from  Europe  to  port 
of  destination  in  the  Confederate  States,  or  of  forty  pounds  storung  from  depot  in  the  iswids 
to  said  port,  or  from  said  port  to  the  islands. 

7.  As  it  would  imperil  the  safety  of  any  one  of  the  fivie  steamers,  it  is  agreed  that  bo  con- 
traband of  war  shall  be  placed  upon  them»  eseept  to  cany  between  the  idimds  stnd  oon* 
federate  port* 

8.  The  Oonfed^arste  States  will  fbmSsh,  as  far  as  practicable,  offieexs  to  command  tbs 
steamers. 

9.  In  omsidenttion  of  the  fkct  that  the  Confederate  States  oay  for  their  pr^rtion  of  tbs 
five  steamers  in  cotton  on  this  side  the  water,  they  coooede  to  Messrs.  Charles  H.  Beid  ^  Co. 
the  use  of  one-half  of  their  fieiffht  room,  at  price  herein  named,  on  first  trip  of  each  vesssl 
from  confederate  port  to  island  depot 

10.  As  the  Cozdederate  States  necessarily  place  much  confidence,  not  only  in  the  skill  sad 
judgment,  but  also  in  the  integrity  of  the  otner  parties  to  this  agreement,  pledee  is  h^ebj 
given  on  the  part  of  each  and  all  of  them  that  they  will  not  receive  any  profit,  £awback,  or 
return  commission,  in  adcBtion  to  what  is  expressly  allowed  in  this  agreement,  and  that  thej 
will  in  no  manner  derive  pcHCuniary  compensation  m  an^  business  ansing  therefrom  beyoM 
the  legitimate  profits  of  their  one-third  interest  and  specified  commissions. 

J.  G0BGA8, 


Approved: 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 


u  SEDDON, 
Seentary^  War, 


C.  B*  THOBBUBN. 
CHABLE8  H.  BEID  &  00. 
THE  MEBGANTILE  TBADING  CO.,  (littiM.) 
BD&AA  P.  STBINOBB,  Mmagmg  Dina&r. 
Jjomxm,  B^lmber  88,  1868. 

Witnesses  to  the  signatures  of  0.  E.  Thorbum,  Charles  H.  Bold  &  Co.,  the  MensttlBt 
Trading  Company,  limited,  and  Edg^r  P.  Stringer,  managing  director— 

J.  T.   SOUTTXR. 
Wtt.t.tav  H.  AtIEBLL. 

LoHSOir,  SepUmber  30,  1863. 
We  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  ooi^y  of  the  original  agreement,  having  caarefulty  ex^ 

amined  the  saine  therewith.  

J.  T.  a>irCTEB, 
WILLIAM  H.  AVEBBLIi, 
8  Aldifman't  Watk,  LatOm, 


T^nm  nf  agnaamJL  hdmtm  Majnir  Bum  md  th§  MercmaHe  Tradmg  Oompmff  UaiUi. 

3  AuNDUfAs's  Walk,  Lmdon,  Jm^  23,  1863^ 

No.  1.  £160,000  advance  to  be  made  Ifsfof  Hi»e  for  the  purchase  of  goods;  tMaaBMWUii 
to  be  extended  to  £300,000,  but  not  exceeding  £S00;000  at  any  one  time  ontStoflwHag*,  e» 
cept  by  subsequent  arrangement; 

No.  2  (erased.) 

No.  8.  Hie  shipments  to  be  made  from  thl^  country  by  the  company  eto  Bermuda;  Nii^ 
sau,  or  Havana.    If  required  by  Bffajor  Huse,  several  cargoes  to  be  delivered  at  tfataimml. 

No.  4.  That  Major  Huse  gives  hlsaeoeptanoe  for  the  amount  of  each  shipment  as  it  takfel 
place,  with  the  charges  added  to  the  invoice. 
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Ko.  6.  That  the  confederate  goTemment  have  two-thirdB  cargo  vpace  in  each  Terael,  tho 
company  one-third  each  way. 

Ko.  6.  That  the  confederate  government  insure  the  entire  ahip  firom  war  risk,  value  de- 
clared on  sailing,  reducing  vaiue  after  four  months  hy  ten  per  cent,  each  voyage. 

No.  7.  That  the  flight  he  fixed  at  £20  per  ton  from  England  into  the  confederacy,  pay- 
Able  in  ootton  at  5d.  per  lb.  sterling  /.  o.  b. 

No.  8.  That  the  steamer  be  approved  by  Major  Hose  between  the  neutral  port  and  the 
oonfederaey. 

No.  9.  The  captains  of  the  steamers  to  he  approved  by  Major  Huse;  pilots  to  be  approved 
by  the  Confederate  States  agents  at  the  ports. 

No.  10.  That  the  ootton  received  from  the  Confederate  States  be  consigned  to  the  com- 
pany's agency  in  Liverpool,  who  will,  upon  the  payment  of  £20  per  ton  freight,  render 
aoooont  sales,  deducting  the  acceptance  given  by  Major  Huse.  That  the  company  charge 
the  usual  commission,  say  two  and  one-half  per  cent,  on  the  oonsignment. 

No.  11.  That  the  company  charge  twenty  per  cent,  on  the  advance. 

It  Is  understood  that  this  agreement  is  entered  into  by  the  Mercantile  Trading  Company, 
limited,  by  Edgar  P.  Stringer,  managing  director,  and  Major  Huse  in  behalf  of  the  confed- 
«cate  government;  the  further  details  to  be  arranged  next  week. 

EDGAR  P.  OTMNGEB. 
CALEB  HUSE. 

July  22,  1863. 

Witness: 

W.  H.  Prar. 


Letter  from  S.  P.  Strmffi"  to  Oolknd  Tkoiffmn. 

LoNDOH,  OdAer  3,  1863. 

Mt  DiiA  Sir:  At  your  request  I  place  before  you  actual  offers  for  steamers  and  engines, 
instead  of  merely  giving  you  the  information,  which  I  am  desirous  of  placing  before  the 
^  oonfedeate  government  navy  department  by  your  kind  medium. 

The  builder,  Mr.  Ash,  is  a  man  who  is  extremely  well  up  in  his  business,  and  sends  the 
model  of  a  steamer  to  the  constructor  of  your  navy,  with  a  contract  which  is  binding  on  him 
for  three  months  from  the  2l8t  of  October  next,  tiie  time,  I  hope,  you  will  reach  the  con- 
^fedemcy.  If  the  government  aootpt  the  pcoposition  kindly,  let  Mr.  Campbell,  at  Bermuda, 
■JuuMT,  and  send  us  the  arrangement  yon  jnake  as  to  the  payment.  If  the  government  wiU 
hand  over  to  Mr.  Campbell  half  of  the  cost  in  cottoo  to  be  consigned  to  us,  we  will  anaage 
^the  cash  matters  with  the  builders,  so  that  no  'time  ^is  lost,  and  the  gov6«nnMnt  can  take 
4hsir  time  in  paying  the  remainder. 

I  shall  have  to  charge  a  commission  lor  sapeiintending  the  building,  togeiber  with  the 
onall  charges  usual.  I  should  fix  the  oommission  at  two  and  a  half  per  oent. ,  aad  for  this 
should  undertake  guaranteeing  that  the  vessel  is  according  to  specification,  and  I  would  do 
all  the  work  iA^tting  her  for  sea. 

The  constructor  of  the  navy  will  have  to  sign  the  contract,  keeping  copy  ci  the  same. 


I  httve  put  the  building  of  these  on  the  simplest  possible  ground— that  of  a  oost  for  the 
JiorB»rpower.  Messrs.  Stewart  are  veiy  fiist-nite  men,  and  their  work  exceedingly  good, 
and  to  be  trusted.  The  payment  yon  can  anrange  in  the  same  maAoer,  and  my  charge  for 
itha^soperintendenoe.  The  shipment  of  the  engines  can  be  done  sis  Bermuda,  in  the  com- 
.pany's  steamers,  as  we  will  give  up  4hat  room  to  Am  government, 
please  bear  in  mind  the  earlier  tlieoeply  reaches  this  the  better. 
Believe  me,  yours,  truly, 

EDGAB  P.  BIBINGEB. 
QpUiBel  THOBjraxv, /mffli^. 


LOta^  from  S.  P.  Stringer  to  J.  M.  Mtuon. 

MmoAiiTiui  Trabihg  Compaitt,  ldoteo, 
3  Aldermm'e  Walk,  B,  C,  Lonim,  Stfkmhtr  16,  1868. 
Diiji  Sib:  In  the  month  of  July  last  this  company  entered  into  an  agreement  with  Major 
Caleb  Huse,  acting  in  behalf  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  to  make  certain  advances 
of  money,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  copy  of  the  informal  preliminary  agreement  herewith,  it 
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being  nnderatood  that  Major  Hose's  aathority  to  bind  his  government  shoold  be  satisfiMh 
tory  to  the  solicitor  of  oor  company  before  the  execution  of  a  more  formal  contract  by  the 
parties.  Major  Hose  was  very  anxioos  to  send  out  immediately  some  saltpetre,  and, 
not  doubting  that  his  powers  were  all  right,  we  entered,  on  the  very  day  of  the  sign- 
ing of  the  contract,  into  the  actire  execotion  of  it,  by  advancing  him  £20,000  ooaal^wtie, 
to  be  sent  to  Wilmington  via  Bermoda. 

Preparatory  to  drawing  op  the  formal  contract,  we  called  on  M^jor  Hose  to  exhibit  hit 
powers  that  tbey  might  be  laid  before  oor  solicitor,  and,  in  reply  to  oor  reqoest,  he  pro- 
doced  certain  extracts  from  letters  dated  back  as  far  as  the  spring  of  1861,  onder  which  hs 
had  acted  in  the  large  operations  he  had  hitherto  condocted  for  acooont  of  the  Confedente 
States  government.  Oor  solicitor  did  not  deem  these  extracts  of  letters  a  sofiScient  aathor- 
ity, and  directed  os  to  ask  Major  Hose  for  additional  evidence.  He  thooght  that  as  the 
confederate  government  had  sanctioned  all  his  previoos  acts,  it  was  fair  to  presnme  tbej 
woold  ratify  this  arrangement  also,  hot  that  it  was  necessary  to  know  from  him  whether 
any  of  these  original  powers  were  withdrawn,  as  we  had  heard  of  a  failore  ci  a  contiact 
made  by  him  in  France,  owing  to  the  aUegation  that  he  had  not  the  reqoisite  powen.  To 
this  reqoest  Major  Hose  replied  that  there  had  been  no  change  in  his  aothority  to  act  in 
foil  for  the  confederate  government  Not  feeling  satisfied  with  this,  and  learning  that  be 
had  in  some  way  been  associated  with  Captain  W.  G.  Crenshaw  in  sopplying  the  govern- 
ment, we  applied  to  the  latter  gentleman  for  information.  If  he  felt  at  liberty  to  grant  It 
to  OS.  The  result  was,  that  we  learned  that,  by  recent  order  of  the  war  department.  Major 
Hose's  aothority  was  now  limited  to  the  sopply  of  ordntmee  stores  or,  in  other  words,  to 
eoittraband  of  war,  and  these  to  be  sent  forward  b^jfommmeiU  mmcIi.  On  getting  this  informa- 
tioo  we  declined  going  on  with  the  contract  ontil  the  confederate  government  shoold 
ratify  the  same.  Major  Hose  then  addressed  the  company  a  thrtaimmg  note,  stating  that 
he  had  no  doobt  the  government  woold  take  redress  into  their  own  hands,  meaning,  we 
presome,  that  they  woold  not  pay  for  the  saltpetre,  or  woold  seise  oor  ships  when  idthin 
their  power.  Our  object  in  addressing  yoo  Is  to  say  lAol  im  wcmt  to  gm  th$  gotenami  ik 
BoUpdn  on  being  p^id  for  the  same  the  cost  and  sooh  other  compensation  as  they  may  deem 
just  and  right. 

Very  truly,  

EDOAB  P.  STRmQEE, 

Managing  DkM/kit, 

Hon.     .  M.  Masov. 

P.  8 — ^The  saltpetre  has  been  stored  at  Bermuda,  to  await  further  instroctlons.  If  yoi 
coold  feel  free  to  assore  os  that  the  confederate  government  woold  pay  for  the  same  in  any 
eqoitable  way,  we  will  gladly  order  it  forward  in  oor  ships  to  Wilmington,  hot,  havkig 
Mi^r  Hose's  threat  over  os,  we  do  not  feel  jostlfied  in  sending  it  into  Wilmington  witboit 
some  soch  assorance.  We  earnestly  desire  to  give  them  the  saltpetre,  knowing  that  It  li 
mnch  wanted ;  hot  oor  stockholders  woold  oensore  os  were  we  to  do  so  withoot  having 
some  assoranoe  to  ofbet  the  aforesaid  threat  of  Major  Hose.  I  trost  yoo  will  be  able  to 
help  us  in  our  dilemma. 


Mr*  Mmm*$  mmoer. 

IxwnOH,  StpUmber  19,  1865. 
8im:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  with  its  enclosure,  being  the  memo- 
randum of  agreement  between  Major  Huse  and  the  Mercantile  Trading  Company. 

I  am  not  aware  of  the  extent  of  Major  Hose's  aothority  in  the  matter  to  whiofa  yov 
letter  refers,  but  I  know  that  as  an  officer  of  the  government  he  has  exercised  lar^e  powen 
in  sending  forward  supplies,  and,  in  doing  so,  has  had  the  sanction  and  approbatioD  of  the 
war  department.  Thus,  in  regard  to  the  saltpetre  which  you  state  has  been  sent  forward 
by  your  company  under  a  contract  with  Major  Huse,  I  feel  fully  authorized  to  assure  yoo 
that  it  will  be  taken  by  the  government  on  the  terms  mentioned  in  your  letter,  or  on  those 
of  the  contract  referred  to,  the  better  to  insure  which  I  return  your  letter  with  its  enclo- 
sures, as  the  papers  to  which  this  refers,  ^identified  by  my  initials,)  so  that  yon  can  send 
them,  with  this  letter,  to  the  government  when  the  saltpetre  is  shipped. 
Tery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M  MASON. 
EnoAB  P.  SntnaiE,  Esq. 
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OiUb  Bute  to  E.  P.  Sbrv^jer. 

*  25  Orandb  Bub  Antbnil, 

Partff,  SqfUmber  2,  1862. 

6ia:  I  dnly  received  yoar  commaDfcatlon  of  August  28,  and  am  this  morning  in  receipt 
of  a  duplicate  of  the  same. 

I  gather  from  it  that  yon  desire  to  base  joar  ezcose  for  failing  to  carry  out  your  engage- 
ment with  roe  on  the  fact  that  Mr.  William  O.  Crenshaw  has  satisfied  you  Uiat  I  had  no 
authority  to  enter  upon  the  engagement  on  the  part  of  the  Confederate  States  government. 
I  regret  that  Mr.  Crenshaw  should  have  taken  upon  himself  the  reqK>nsibility  of  interfering 
with  an  arrangement  by  which  the  Confederate  States  government  would,  at  a  compara- 
tively early  day,  have  received  most  important  supplies.  But  while  I  regret  this  interfer- 
ence <m  the  part  of  Mr.  Crenshaw,  which  has  enabled  you  to  advance  a  plausible  excuse 
for  your  breach  of  contract,  it  is  not  to  be  understood  that  I  find  in  it  the  true  reason  for 
your  failure  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  your  engagement.  I  perceive,  in  your  thus  plac- 
ing the  responsibility  upon  Mr.  Crenshaw,  only  an  afterthought  and  pretext  cleverly  made 
use  of.  The  true  reason  for  your  breaking  down  in  the  execution  of  this  contract  has  been 
that  you  have  been  unable  to  obtain  the  money  required.  The  capital  of  your  company  Is 
£160,000,  and  you  have  already  made  use  of  the  entire  amount  in  the  purchase  of  goods 
and  steamers.  Ton  expected  to  obtain  the  money  for  carrying  out  your  contract  with  me 
from  Mr.  De  Yost,  through  Mr.  Lang.  Since  the  confederate  reverses  in  July  Mr.  De  Yost 
has  been  unwilling  to  part  with  his  money  on  the  security  you  could  give  him.  I  have 
known  this  all  the  time,  and  also  of  your  efforts  to  procure  money  from  other  sources. 

Finding  yourself  unable  to  accomplish  this,  at  the  last  moment  you  resort  to  the  dis- 
honorable expedient  of  making  use  of  the  complaint  of  an  unsuccessful  contractor — who 
fancies  that,  in  some  way,  I  am  the  cause  of  his  failure  to  obtain  funds  with  which  he  may 
go  on  with  his  contract  ~ to  prove  that  I  had  no  authority  to  enter  upon  this  contract. 
Ton  have^  moreover,  stated  to  gentlemen  in  no  way  connected  with  the  Confederate  States 
government  tliat  Msjor  Huse  had  endeavored  to  make  a  contract  with  you  for  the  Confede- 
rate States  government,  for  which  he  had  no  authority.  This  statement,  if  generally  be- 
lieved, would  entirely  destroy  my  efficiency  as  an  agent  of  the  Confederate  States  govern- 
ment. Tou  hoped,  by  such  means,  to  escape  the  odium  of  having  entered  upon  an  under- 
taking which  you  were  unable  to  carry  out. 

If  you  had  liad  the  honesty  to  state  to  me  the  true  reason  for  your  failure,  I  should 
have  regretted  the  fact,  and  perhaps  would  have  entertained  an  opinion  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  your  having  signed  a  memorandum  of  agreement  to  supply  me  with  £300,000 
without  having  first  assured  yourself  that  you  would  be  able  to  carry  it  out.  But  then 
the  matter  would  have  ended ;  you  would  have  &iled  in  the  execution  of  your  engage- 
ment from  causes  beyond  your  control,  but  you  would  have  saved  your  self-respect. 

When  Mr.  Soutter  first  proposed  to  me  that  I  should  enter  into  an  arrangement  with 
the  Mercantile  Trading  Company,  my  reply  was  that  I  would  have  nothing  to  do  with 
any  concern  in  which  Mr.  E.  P.  Stringer  was  a,  principal  manager.  I  subsequently  aban- 
doned this  position,  not  btftause  Mr.  Stringer's  character  was  made  to  i^>pear  in  any  more 
favorable  light  to  me,  but  because  it  represented  to  me  that  such  a  course  on  my  part 
would  injure  innocent  persons  for  whom  I  tiad  a  high  regard,  who  were  interested  in  the 
succeflB  of  the  company,  and  particularly  Mr.  Soutter.  I  found,  too,  that  an  incorreot 
impression  had  been  produced  in  the  mind  of  Mr.  Soutter,  and  of  one  or  two  distinguished 
persons,  that  my  desire  to  injure  Mr.  Stringer  was  so  great  that,  for  the  sake  of  gratifying 
it,  I  was  willing  to  let  pass  an  opportunity  of  making  a  favorable  arrangement  for  the 
Confederate  States  government.  I  lost  no  Ume  in  correcting  this  impression,  and  entered 
into  an  arrangement  finally,  under  which  you  were  to  supply  me  with  £300,000.  I 
believed  that  the  arrangement  would  be  carried  out  on  the  part  of  the  company,  not 
because  I  had  any  fiiitb  in  ^the  managing  director,  but  because  of  my  confidence  in  Mr. 
Soutter,  a  fellow  co-director,  who,  I  believed,  would  carefully  watch  the  interests  of  the 
Confederate  States  government.  My  confidence  in  Mr.  Soutter  is  undiminished.  He 
enjoys  a  reputation  that  is  able  to  bearpven  an  association  with  Mr.  E.  P.  Stringer.  I 
ought,  as  I  now  see  clearly,  to  have  adhered  to  my  determination,  which  was  based  on 
grounds  which,  as  I  intend  to  send  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Richmond,  I  will  here  state : 

Ton  had  mad6  great  professions  of  friendship  for  the  Confederate  States,  and  at  the 
same  time  had  been  perfectly  unecrupnlous  on  at  least  two  occasions  when  opportunity 
offered  for  you  to  benefit  yourself.  One  occasion  was  the  purchase  of  the  steamer  Qiraffe, 
when  you  caused  £1,000  more  to  be  paid  for  the  steamer  than  was  necessary,  which 
thousand  pounds  was  disposed  of  by  you,  in  addition  to  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  commis- 
sion upon  the  purchase- money,  which  purchase-money  included  the  £1,000  put  into  your 
pocket.    Ton  once  stated  to  me  that  this  £1,000  was  given  to  you  by  Mr.  Collie,  from 
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whom  the  Giraffe  was  purchased.    Such  a  statement  was  childish.    In  whateTer 

the  details  of  a  traDsaction  may  be  concealed,  all  the  expense  connected  with  the  pordiase 

of  an  article  goes  into  the  acoonnt  of  the  pnrcbaaer  in  one  way  or  another.    Yon  were 

paid  a  oommiffiion  for  purchasing  the  steamer.     As  an  honorable  man,  70a  ough^iko  haTe 

effected  the  purchase  on  the  best  terms  possible,  and  charged  yonr  commission  on  Uie  net 

amount. 

On  another  occasion,  you  received  from  a  purchaser  of  arms  for  the  Confederate  Slates 
government  the  exorbitant  commission  of  five  per  cent,  for  introdudng  the  party  to  a 
house  from  which  the  Confederate  States  government  had  been  purchasing  anns  since  the 
commencement  of  the  war.  The  transaction  came  officially  to  my  notice.  It  cannot  be 
pretended  by  you  that  any  service,  whatever,  was  rendered  for  that  charge.  You  knew, 
moreover,  that  not  only  would  that  money — about  £2,000— come  from  the  treasury  of  the 
Confederate  States  government,  but  that  one  hundred  per  cent  profit  was  to  be  paid  on 
the  &oe  of  the  invoice,  in  which  your  commission  appeared  as  an  Item. 

I  do  not  object  to  your  making  money  in  any  manner  allowed  by  your  conscience  and 
by  those  persons  with  whom  you  have  transactions.  Such  transactions  as  the  above, 
however,  are  entirely  Inconsistent  with  the  position  you  assume  to  occupy,  of  a  friend  to 
the  Confederate  States  government.  Your  well-assumed  enthusiasm  in  the  confederate 
cause  has  deceived  many  who,  perhaps,  would  hardly  believe  the  above  statements  unless 
clear  evidence  of  their  truth  were  furnished. 

I  trust  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  me  to  have  anything  more  to  do  with  a  man  of 
whom  my  first  unfavoraUe  impressions  were  strengthened  by  the  conversation  of  almost 
every  merehant  whose  opinion  of  either  of  W.  S.  Lhidsay  &  Co.  or  E.  P.  Stringer  I  asked, 
and  which  have  been  fully  confirmed  by  the  two  transactions  referred  to  above,  to  say 
nothing  of  Mr.  Stringer's  conduct,  as  manager  <^  the  Mercantile  Trading  Company,  with 
reference  to  my  contract  with  that  company. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  inform  you  that  I  hold  the  Mercantile  Trading  Company  to  tiw 
faithful  execution  of  the  agreement  of  its  managers  with  me.  I  shall  take  00  further 
steps  to  oonvince  the  company  that  I  had  full  authority  to  make  the  contract  If  the 
company  doubts  my  authority,  and  requires  the  counter  signature  of  one  or  all  of  the 
Confederate  States  commissioners  to  any  contract  I  may  sign,  I  will  undertake  to  obtain 

such  counter  signatures.  

Your  obedient  servant,  CAIiEB  HU8SL 

E.  P.  Stbinqir,  Esq., 

Managing  DireOar  (f  thi  Mertanttle  Trading  Oompany^ 

S  Abkrman't  Walk,  Loruhn,  R  C, 


Mr.  Smcard  to  Mr,  Adams. 


No.  768.]  Bbpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

WoMkingtant  November  24,  1863. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  No.  527,  of  the  30th  ultimo,  which  shows  the  manner  in 
which  70a  have  carried  into  effect  the  instruction  of  this  department,  (No.  730,) 
has  been  received,  submitted  to  the  President,  and  is  approved. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  ^.,  Sfc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Circular.] 


No.  769.]  Departmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington^  November  28, 1863. 

Sir  :  Desirous  to  inform  you  as  fully  as  we  are  possessed  oorselTes  of  die 
gratifying  successes  which  have  crowned  t])^e  national  arms  in  G^eorgia,  I  eaouot 
perform  this  duty  in  any  other  way  so  effectually  as  I  can  by  giving  you  a  copy 
of  a  graphic  report  which  was  received  last  night  irom  Quartermaster  General 
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Heigs,  who,  beii^  accidentally  in  attendance  upon  General  Grant's  anny,  was 
an  eye-witness  of  the  great  transaction.  You  will  justly  expect  that  this 
auspicious  event  will  be  followed  by  movements  for  the  restoration  of  the  civil 
autnority  in  the  States  which  have  been  heretofore  the  theatre  of  the  civil  w^. 

There  are  not  wanting  cheering  indications  that  slavery  will  be  willingly 
made  a  sacrifice  by  the  loyal  citizens  of  those  States  to  regain  and  perpetuate 
the  blessings  of  the  Union. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WrLLIA:M  H.  SEWABD. 

C.  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.y  Sfc.,  Sfc.  ^ 

Same  to  Messrs.  Dayton,  Glay»  Koener,  Marsh,  ^ad  Motley. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adami. 


No.  770.J  Dbpabtmbnt  op  State, 

Washdngtam,  November  30, 1€63. 
Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  the  13th  of  November  (No.  535)  has  been  received. 
The  President  is  gratified  with  the  reception  which  Earl  Russell  has  given  to 
™>7  suggestions  in  regard  to  obtaining  a  sanction,  by  the  Mikado,  of  the  treaties 
which  have  been  made  by  the  western  powers  with  the  Tycoon  of  Japan.  The 
latest  information  received  from  Mr.  Ptvljh  induces  a  hope  that  the  efforts  of 
the  daimios,  under  the  Mikado's  patronage,  to  expel  foreigners  from  the  country, 
wiH  not  be  continued. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
C.  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  771.J  Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  November  30, 1863. 

Sir:  Your  interesting  despatch  of  the  13th  of  November  (No.  536)  has  been 
received. 

Adhering  to  our  American  policy  of  non-interference  in  the  affitirs  of  other 
countries,  I  shall  not  engage  in  speculations  upon  the  probable  effects  of  the 
proposition  of  the  Emperor  of  France  for  a  European  congress. 

I  may  properly  observe,  however,  in  that  connexion,  that  it  seems  as  if, 
abroad  as  well  as  at  home,  the  course  of  political  ideas,  which  was  so  rudely 
broken  by  the  unhappy  insurrection  in  this  country,  is  resuming  its  natural  and 
accustomed  order.  European  statesmen  and  governments  must,  in  the  main, 
be  so  far  content  with  goveiTiing  Europe  as  to  leave  to  the  statesmen  and  gov- 
ernments of  America  the  responsibilities  <tf  regulating  affiurs  on  this  continent 
We  all  see  clearly  enough  how  much  American  affairs  have  been  embarrassed 
ratber  than  relieved  by  the  attention  they  have  engaged  in  Europe. 

Thia  return  of  normal  ideas  is  very  observable  in  this  country.  The  efforts 
to  substitute  anarchical  proceedings  for  the  constitutional  operation  of  the  federal 
government  have  at  last  been  submitted  to  the  test  of  popular  election  in  the 
loyal  States,  with  all  the  advantage  to  be  gained  by  indirection  of  manner  as 
iw^ll  as  by  the  discontents  which  a  fearful  civil  war,  so  long  conducted  without 
decisive  results,  could  afford.  The  result  is,  that  the  national  habit  of  reliance 
upon  the  constitutional  administiatioa  is  restored,  even  at  the  coat  of  the  social 
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and  political  changes  which  it  is  foreseen  must  result  from  the  removal  of  the 
dominating  institution  of  slavery. 

So  in  regard  to  our  foreign  relations,  the  conviction  has  universally  ohtained 
that  the  true  national  policy  is  one  of  self-reliance  and  self-conduct  in  our 
domestic  affairs,  with  absolute  non-interference  in  those  of  other  countries. 
These  two  important  ideas  are  accepted  with  practical  universality  in  the  loyal 
Statep,  while  in  the  region  covered  by  the  insurrection  they  are  resisted  only  by 
those  who  have  staked  their  all  upon  the  fortunes  of  a  desperate  strife. 

Urder  these  circumstances,  Europe,  with  her  attention  already  diverted  from 
Ameiica,  will  no  longer  find  provocation  or  encouragement  here  for  a  policy 
hostile  to  the  settlement  of  our  controversy  upon  the  basis  of  our  constitutioniil 
union.  I  think,  moreover,  that  she  cannot  be  long  in  discovering  that,  in  lieu 
of  her  present  partial  illicit  trade,  with  its  constant  annoyances,  she  has  only  to 
revoke  ner  recognition  of  the  insurgents  as  a  belligerent  to  secure  a  return  of 
peace,  with  a  restoration  of  the  commerce  which  prevailed  before  the  civil  war 
began.  True  there  will,  for  a  season,  be  a  difference  in  the  materials  of  exchange. 
But  one  has  only  to  consider  the  immense  forces  of  populatiou  and  industry 
existing  in  the  United  States  to  become  satisfied  that  whenever  peace  returns, 
every  source  of  national  wealth  now  closed  will  soon  be  made  to  now  even  mcnre 
freely  under  the  application  of  labor  universally  free  than  it  did  before,  whfle 
slavery  was  maintained  as  a  part  of  the  industrial  economy  of  the  country. 

Apprehensions  that  the  aggrandizement  of  the  United  States  as  a  conunardal 

Sower  can  bring  any  practical  inconvenience  or  danger  to  European  States  can 
isturb  none  but  visionary  minds.  We  can  never  he  dangexsous,  unless  we  are 
armed.  We  were  never  so  great,  and  yet  never  so  completely  unarmed,  as  we 
were  when  this  civil  war  broke  out  We  were  never  before  so  shorn  of  national 
prestige  as  we  are  now,  through  the  operation  of  domestic  faction ;  yet  we  have 
never  before  been  so  strongly  armed  as  we  are  at  this  moment,  upon  land  and 
water.  If  we  have  ever  been  aggressive,  it  was  the  interest  of  slavery  that 
made  us  belligerent  abroad,  as  it  was  the  same  interest  that  has  now  afflicted 
ourselves  with  civil  war.  We  can  be  only  a  peaceful  nation,  if  we  are  left  to 
enjoy  our  independence  in  the  way  that  our  destiny  leads  us.  We  can  only 
become  a  disturber  of  the  world's  peace  by  being  called  into  the  world  to  de- 
fend that  independence. 

I  do  not  know  in  what  way  Great  Britain  and  France  may  think  it  expediait 
to  reverse  the  injurious  policy  they  have  hitherto  pursued  in  regard  to  us,  but  I 
think  that  in  order  to  direct  their  attention  with  more  earnestness  to  European 
affairs,  they  must  soon  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  wise  to  remit  American 
affairs  exclusively  to  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  4^.,  ^c,  Sfv, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 


No.  777.]  Department  op  State, 

Wcuhingtamt  December  5,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  very  interesting  despatch  of  the  19th  of  November  (No.  537)  has 
been  received,  together  with  the  pamphlet  on  the  foreign  enlistment  act  of  Qreat 
Britain  by  Mr.  Gibbs,  which  is  highly  appreciated. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM^.  SEWARD 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  Sfc.,  ^,     -gitizedbyV^OO^.^ 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  778.]  Department  op  State, 

Wiuhington,  December  5,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  despatches  Nob.  538  to  541 
inclusive,  and  to  express  my  approval  of  them. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  Ber^'ant, 

'     WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
tlHARLBb  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  779.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  December  5»  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  20th  ultimo  (No.  542)  has  been  received.  I  give 
70a  my  thanks  for  the  report  of  the  progress  of  the  trial  of  the  Alexandra, 
which  accompanied  it,  and  remain,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Sfc.,  Sgc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Circiilar.] 


Department  op  State, 

Washingtant  December  15,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  brilliant  and  signal  defeat  of  the  insurgents  which  occurred  on  the 
24th  and  25th  days  of  November,  in  front  of  Chattanooga,  was  followed  by  the 
rapid  movement  of  re-enforcine  columns  of  the  army  at  that  point  to  the  sup- 
port of  Greneral  Bumside,  at  £ioxville.  The  siege  of  that  town  was  immem- 
ately  raised,  and  thus  the  great  Alleghany  ridge,  next  in  military  importance 
only  to  the  great  river  channel  of  t£e  west,  is  effectually  redauned  by  the 
national  government. 

Congress  assembled  on  the  7th  instant,  and  the  session  was  inaugurated  on 
tlie  9th  by  the  delivery  of  the  President's  annual  message.  It  was  well  received 
by  the  national  legislature,  and  it  seems  to  be  no  less  satisfactory  to  the  loyal 
people  of  the  United  States.  You  have  especial  ability  to  judge  how  fer  the 
exposition  of  our  forei^  relations  is  truthful  and  accurate.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  firmness  and  liberslity  which  the  President  manifests  will  exert  a  good  in- 
fluence upon  public  opinion  in  other  countries. 

The  confidence  of  our  fellow-citizens  in  the  stability  of  the  Union,  which  has 
been  rapidly  reviving  since  the  great  victories  of  July,  has  been  entirely  restored 
by  the  expositions  of  our  moral,  material,  and  physical  resources,  which  are 
furnished  oy  the  heads  of  the  several  departments. 

Through  what  seems  a  fortunate  coincidence,  the  insurgent  chief  at  Rich- 
mond has  put  forth  an  explanation  of  the  present  state  of  the  rebellion  simul- 
taneously with  the  publication  of  the  message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  It  would  be  difficult,  I  thiuk,  to  decide  which  of  the  two  documents, 
namely,  that  message  or  the  appeal  of  the  insurgent  leader  to  his  misguided 
fiM^on,  most  clearly  illustrates  the  absurdity  of  the  attempt  to  build  up  an  in- 
dependent state  on  the  foundation  of  human  bondage  within  the  exist^^ 
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bonndaries  of  this  firmly  established  and  compactlj  organised  free  Amerieai 
re|^ablic.  European  statesmen  will  doubtlead^  collate  them.  I  shall  be  sur- 
prised if  that  process  does  not  result  in  producmg  a  universal  conviction  that  ths 
American  people  are,  and  must  continue  henceforth  to  be,  one  indivisible  natioiL 
I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Gharlbs  Francis  Adams.  Esq*,  Sfc.,  ^„  .Sfc. 

Same  to  Messrs.  Dayton,  Clay,  Pike,  and  other  ministers  in  Europe. 


BRITISH  LEGATION. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Dbpabtmbnt  of  Statb, 

WasAmgUm,  November  4,  18G8. 
My  Lord  :  I  ha;ve  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  tke 
31st  ultimo,  submitting  the  copy  of  a  memorial  signed  by  merchants  at  Nassau, 
relative  to  the  restrictions  imposed  on  the  trade  between  New  York  and  the 
Bahama  islands,  and  to  state  thai  the  matter  has  been  refenred  to  the  Seeretsiy 
of  the  Treasury. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedisot 
servant, 

P.  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  Secretary. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^c.^  Sfc.^  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons* 


Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  November  10,  1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honmr  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
2d  instant,*transmitting  a  copy  of  a  despatch  mm  the  governor  of  the  Sahama 
islands  to  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state  for  the  colomiEd  department,  rep<»tiDg 
the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  the  schooner  Sanover,  of  Boston,  captuured  by  the 
insurgent  privateer  Retribution,  and  taken  to  Long  cay,  one  of  the  Bahamas. 

The  bau  required  in  the  case  seems  surprisingly  small  and  insignificanjL  This 
government,  however,  trusts  that  the  prosecution  will  be  conducted  to  sl  result 
which  will  vindicate  the  justice  of  the  Bvitish  goverpment 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  con^dc^caj^n,  your  lordahip'a  obedi»t 
SQrv^t, 

WILUAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  tfc,,  l^c,  ^. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

Waskimgton,  November  10,  16G3. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lorddup's 
note  of  the  30th  ultimo  in  relation  to  the  requirement  ^p^4^  sAd^.tk®  a^  ^ 
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Cot^rees  in  porte  of  the  United  States  fi^m  jiferdons  shipping  goods  to  ports  in 
Ae  JBkhama  islands. 

The  Plresident  sincerely  regrets  that  her  Majesty's  govemment  still  remains 
of  the  opinion  that  this  conrse  of  proceeding,  as  it  is  explained  in  my  former 
O(miitmnications,  contravenes  the  treaties  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States.  Her  Majesty's  govemment  having  brought  no  new  facts  or  arguments 
to  bear  upon  the  case,  I  can  only  confess,  on  Uie  part  of  this  government,  an 
inability  to  surrender  the  convictions  it  has  heretofore  expressed,  and,  as  it 
thinks,  conclusively  maintdned. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  lordship  the  assurance  of 
my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Sfc^  Sfc^  Sfc. 


Lard  Lvons  to  Mr,  Seward. 


Washington,  November  10,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  20tb 
ultimo  on  the  subject  of  the  compensation  to  be  made  in  the  case  of  the  Ma- 
gicienne. 

In  a  note  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  you  on  the  22d  of  April  last» 
respecting  the  capture  of  this  vessel,  I  applied  to  uie  govemment  of  the  United 
States  for  full  compensation  to  the  parties  interested. 

In  answer  to  this  application  you  were  so  good  as  to  convey  to  me,  in  a  note 
dated  llie  6th  of  June,  a  proposal  that  the  same  course  should  be  pursued  in  this 
case  as  that  proposed  to  be  pursued  in  the  case  of  the  Mont  Blanc. 

I  replied  to  that  proposal  by  a  note  dated  the  20th  of  June,  from  which  the 
following  is  an  extract : 

**  The  course  proposed  to  be  taken  in  the  case  of  the  Mont  Blanc  is  described 
in  the  note  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  on  the  7th  of  last 
month,  in  the  following  terms  : 

**  'I  have  submitted  this  claim  to  the  President,  and  am  authorized  to  say  that 
he  admits  that,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  such  compensation 
ought  to  be  made.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will,  therefore,  designate  some 
person  at  or  near  Key  West  to  confer  with  such  person  as  her  Majesty's  author- 
ities may  appoint,  to  sBcertain  and  acree  upon  the  damages  to  be  thus  paid ;  and 
the  President,  upon  their  report,  will  ask  an  appropriation  of  Congress,  for  the 
discharge  of  tJie  claim,  at  their  next  session.' '' 

My  note  went  on  to  say  that  I  purposed  to  inform  her  Majesty's  govemtnetit 
that  the  govemment  of  the  United  States  purposed  to  settle  the  case  of  th^ 
Magicienne  on  the  terms  specified  in  the  foregoing  extract ;  but  that  I  wotdd, 
hefore  doing  so,  await  a  furthef  communication  from  you,  in  order  that  I  might 
be  qtiite  sure  of  representing  the  intentions  of  the  United  States  govemment 
with  perfect  correctness. 

In  a  note  dated  22d  June  you  did  me  the  honor  to  state  to  me,  in  reply,  that 
Bdch  was  the  tme  interpretation  of  your  offer. 

By  your  note  of  the  20th  ultimo,  to  which  I  am  now  replying,  I  understand 
yon  to  propose  that  the  referees,  whose  appointment  is  contemplated  in  the  pre- 
ceding communications,  shall  meet  at  New  York  instead  of  at  Key  West. 

Saving  consulted  Mr.  Edwin  Grerard,  who  is,  as  you  are  aware,  empowered 
to  represent  some  of  the  principal  parties  interested — that  is  to  say.  the  owners 
of  the  vessel  and  some  of  the  shippers  of  the  cargo— I  have  no  difllcnltv  in  agree- 
ng^  to  this  proposal.    I  accordingly  name  Mr.  Edwiml  Mortimer  Archibald,  heK 
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Majesty's  consul  for  the  State  of  New  York,  as  referee,  and  I  sluiU  be  ready,  on 
receiving  your  answer  to  this  note,  to  instruct  him  to  confer  in  the  city  of  New 
York  with  the  referee  named  by  you,  Mr.  William  M.  Evarts,  with  a  view  to 
bringing  the  case  of  the  Magicienne  to  a  settlement  on  the  terms  specified  in  the 
notes  of  the  22d  April  and  of  the  6th,  20th  and  22d  June,  to  wmch  I  have  re- 
ferred above. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yoig:  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons* 


Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  Novsmher  11,  1863. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of 
yesterday,  stating  that  you  agree  to  the  proposid  made  in  my  note  of  the  20th 
ultimo,  to  the  effect  that  the  persons  to  be  appointed  to  confer  upon  the  subject  of 
indemnification  in  the  case  of  the  British  steamer  Magicienne  would  meet  for  that 
purpose  at  New  York  instead  of  at  Key  West,  and  informing  me  that  you  have 
accordingly  named  Mr.  Edward  Mortimer  Archibald,  her  Majesty's  consul  for 
the  State  of  New  York,  as  referee,  and  that  on  receiving  my  answer  to  your  note 
now  before  me  you  will  be  ready  to  instruct  him  to  confer  with  Mr.  William 
M.  Evarts,  the  referee  named  on  the  part  of  this  government. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  that  the  selection  of  Mr. 
Archibald  is  satisfactory,  and  that  Mr.  Evarts  will  immediately  be  apprised  of 
the  fact. 

I  have  the  h^nor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient 
servant,  ' 

WILLIAM  H.  8EWAKD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  ^.,  ^.,  ^, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  11,  1863. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
2d  instant,  in  which,  under  the  instructions  of  her  Majesty's  government,  you 
renew  their  demand  for  adequate  compensation  in  the  case  of  Captain  Sherwin, 
and  to  state  that  it  will  be  taken  into  due  consideration. 

The  certificates  which  accompanied  your  note  are  herewith  returned  to  joo. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  lordship's  obedient  servant, 

WJLLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  Spc,,  S^c,  Sfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  November  11,  1863. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  a  copv  of  a  letter  of  the  28di 
ultimo,  addressed  to  this  department  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  of  the  papen 
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to  which  it  refers,  relative  to  the  ease  of  John  Hardcastle,  a  British  subject,  who, 
anfortunately,  lost  his  life  from  a  persistent  disregard  of  the  rules  of  the  Old 
Capitol  prison,  where  he  was  confined.  The  impression  of  this  department  is, 
that  the  subject,  as  now  presented,  relieves  this  government  from  further  just 
accountability. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
To  LoBD  Lyons. 


Mr,  Stanton  to  Mr,  Seward, 

War  Department, 
W<u7iington  City,  October  28,  1863. 
8iB:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  of  August  last,  enclosing  a  c(^y  of 
a  note  from  Lord  Lyons,  in  which,  under  instructions  of  his  government,  a 
representation  was  made  concerning  the  circumstances  attending  the  death  of 
Mr.  Hardcastle  at  the  Old  Capitol  prison,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  here- 
with copies  of  a  report  of  Brigadier  General  Martindale,  military  governor  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  an  accompanying  statement  from  the  superintendent 
of  the  Old  Capitol  prison,  together  with  a  review  of  the  same  by  the  judge  ad- 
vocate general  of  the  army. 

While  this  department  sincerely  regrets  that  Mr.  Hardcastle  came  to  his  death 
while  in  the  custody  of  the  United  States  military  authorities,  you  will  perceive 
that  the  facts  elicited  by  the  careful  investigation  which  has  been  made  do  not 
require  the  admission  of  the  grave  representations  which  Lord  Lyons  was 
instructed  to  make,  whether  these  representations  affect  the  arrest  and  confine- 
ment of  Mr.  Hardcastle  in  the  first  instance,  or  the  subsequent  lamentable  affair 
which  resulted  in  his  death. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


JUDGB  AdTOOATB  GiNBaAL's  OfFIOB, 

Waahin^Um,  October  22,  1863. 

8im :  In  tbo  case  of  EardeattUf  a  Britiah  Mubjed,  acoidentallj  shot  by  a  seDtry  while  ia 
ooDfinemeDt  at  the  Carroll  prisoD,  in  this  city,  od  the  25th  of  May  last,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  as  follows,  in  response  to  your  iudorsement  of  reference  of  the  20th  instant : 

This  case  came  before  the  War  Department  from  the  Department  of  State  upon  a  com- 
municatiott  from  the  British  minister  to  Mr.  Seward,  of  August  18  last. 

In  this  communication  Lord  Lyons,  after  setting  forth  the  views  of  her  Majesty's 
government  with  regard  to  the  original  imprisonment  of  Hardcastle,  as  well  as  the  manner 
of  his  death,  concludes  as  follows : 

**The  whole  case  leaves  a  very  painful  impression  upon  the  minds  of  her  Majesty's 
gOTcmment.  The  liberty  of  a  Britidi  subject  was  (they  conceive)  interfered  with,  without 
any  serious  cause,  and  in  apparent  breach  of  good  faith;  the  representations  of  her 
Hijesty's  legation  in  his  behalf  did  not  produce  his  relea«e ;  and  in  the  end  his  life  was 
carelessly  sacrificed  by  the  accidental  result  of  a  rough  and  unmerciful  system  of  prison 
discipline,  excused  on  the  ground  of  the  unsuitableneas  and  the  overcrowded  state  of  the 
United  States  military  prisons." 

From  the  various  reports  and  papers  ftimished  the  War  Department  by  Brigadier 
General  Martindale,  military  governor  of  the  District  of  Colambia,  who  has  evidently 
investigated  the  subject  with  care,  the  causes  of  the  confinement  of  HardcasUe,  and  the 
fiictB  of  his  death,  are  found  to  be  as  follows :  ^^  ^^^T^ 
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HiaYdcasUd  wm  pHu^  In  oonflnemetit  ia  iStff  CutdH  (or  Old  Capliol)  priBon  on  ^e  ITiii 
of  April  last  He  had  anived  at  Fort  Conway,  below  Fahnonth,  wHh  a  flag  of  tmoe  fton 
tbo  rebel  annj,  baring  oome  from  Bidimo&d  under  a  paaa  tnm  Ctaend  ^i^dcVf  imkiwl 
by  General  Lee.  On  hia  arrlTal  wltbin  cmr  Unea  be  was  forwaided  in  aireat  l^  OoMnl 
Fairick,  Provost  Marsbal  General  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  to  the  Provost  Marahal  at 
Washington,  with  the  papers  found  upon  his  person,  describing  him  as  a  Mtish  subject, 
and  with  a  communication  from  General  Patridc  calling  attention  to  an  apparent  want  of 
genuineness  in  these  papers  tending  to  discredit  their  bona  fide  character.  . 

It  is  well  remarked  by  General  Martindale  "thati  the  effort  to  prevettt  interoommunka- 
tion  for  improper  purposes  across  the  lines  of  our  armies  would  be  abortive  if  the  recepdon 
of  persons  under  a  flag  of  truce  should  be  held  to  preclude  detention  for  the  purpose  of 
further  examination." 

It  has  accordingly  been  customary  with  this  government  to  require  this  detentioa  and 
examination,  as  a  precaution,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  absolutely  necessary  to  be  takes 
against  the  designs  of  those  classes  of  persons  who,  by  the  laws  aiui  customs  of  war,  tboold 
properly  be  excluded  from  the  privilege  of  penetrating  within  our  terrfCory.  That  the 
enforcement  of  this  rule  should  sometimes  subject  neutrals  to  temporary  inconvenieDoe  ii 
perhaps  inevitable ;  but  it  has  been  the  purpose  of  this  govemmeoi  to  require  this^ktai 
tion  in  those  cases  only  when  the  conduct,  the  business,  or  the  credeotials  of  the  party  tie 
not  found  to  furnish  a  suffident  guarantee  that  his  object  in  seeking  to  enter  our  lioei  is 
such  as  may  properly  be  had  in  view  by  a  citizen  <^  a  nentral  power. 

In  the  case  of  Hardcastle,  the  fetcts  brought  to  light  upon  his  exanrinatloii,  (wfaldi  mti 
padding  at  the  time  of  his  dea^,)  and  subsequently,  were  such,  it  ia  bsllevvd,  as  to  fully 
jastify  his  arrest  and  detention,  as  well  as  the  suspicion  in  regud  to  his  actual  ctaaiaeter 
and  antecedents  which  appear  to  have  arisen  at  the  time  of  his  arrest. 

It  is  shown  that  he  had  resided  for  eight  years  In  the  United  States,  eight  months  of 
which  period  had  been  passed  by  him  in  the  southern  States ;  that  his  sympathies  were 
with  the  rebels;  that  without  authority  from  the  United  States  government  to  pass 
beyond  our  lines,  he  had  succeeded  in  doing  so,  and  had  proceeded  to  Richmond,  ChaHsS' 
ton,  and  Savannah ;  that  his  profession  being  that  of  a  pyrotechnist,  he  had  viiitsd 
Charleston  in  this  os^padty,  and  had  actually  rwidered  services  as  su^  in  the  oonstmotkia 
of  torpedoes  for  the  defence  of  the  harbor  of  that  city.  Most  of  thi  se  tadA  were  made 
known  by  the  prisoner  himself,  in  statements  made  by  him  to  Mr.  Wood^  the  saperia- 
tendent  of  the  prison  ;  but  it  is  to  be  observed  that  these  statements  were  made  freely  and 
Toluntarily,  and  in  a  boastful  manner,  especially  when  the  def^noes  of  OhscrlestOD  vW 
alluded  to,  the  prisoner  frequently  vaunting  tbeir  magnitude  and  impreg»abla  chaacter. 

In  view  of  these  antecedents  of  his,  and  especially  of  the  servioes  represented  l^  him  to 
have  been  rendered  the  enemy  in  the  preparation  of  engines  of  war,  it  is  sabmitted  that 
the  arrest  and  confinement  of  Hardcastle  were  fully  warranted,  and  that  his  liberty  as  a 
British  subject  was  not  interfered  with  without  cause,  or  in  breach  of  that  good  &flh 
which  should  prevail  between  this  government  and  that  of  a  neutral  power.  Is  not  his 
case,  indeed,  more  truly  presented,  when  it  is  said  that  his  acts  in  secretly  making  his 
way  across  our  lines  without  any  passport  whatever,  in  defiance  of  the  authority  of  tbe 
United  States,  and  in  subsequently  giving  important  aid  and  comfort  to  the  rebellion  after 
having  ex^oyed  the  protection  of  our  laws  during  a  residence  of  more  than  seven  yean, 
were  such  as  to  oblige  our  governmeot,  if  not  to  imprison  him  as  an  enemy,  at  least  to 
confine  his  person  until  the  most  satisfiactory  guarantees  were  tendered  as  to  his  steict 
neutrality  in  the  fhturef  It  can  be  held  in  nowise  a  violation  of  the  flag  of  truce,  which 
had  procured  him  safe  conduct  beyond  the  rebel  lines,  that  he  was  received  from  it  sob* 
Ject  to  l&e  regulations  of  military  police  which  had  been  adopted  in  our  armies.  May  hs 
not  himself  raider  be  deemed  to  have  alxised  the  privilege  of  the  flag,  io  availing  himsilf 
of  the  opportunity  which  it  afforded  him  of  reaching  our  lines,  when,  if  his  character  asri 
anteoedents  had  been  luiown,  he  would  sMuredly  not  have  been  reoeiyed  vader  it  at  allf 

From  the  reports  received  in  relation  to  the  shooting  of  Hardcastle,  the  ciroomsftaiieesof 
his  death  are  found  to  be  these: 

The  prison  in  which  he  was  confined  fironted  directly  upon  a  main  street  of  Waahingloa, 
imd  was  thus  so  situated  that  communication  between  pnsoners  and  p^sons  outside  osnld 
have  been  readily  indulged  in  if  no  precautions  had  been  taken  to  prevent  it.  That  the  ^a^ 
ties  in  confinement  shomd  be  debarred,  not  only  fix>m  such  communication,  but  from  the  view 
of  persons  passing  on  tbe  street,  would  appear  to  be  most  desirable  in  a  city  like  Washington, 
situated  near  the  enemv*s  lines,  constantly  menaced  by  his  forces,  and  frequented  by  putiei 
in  secret  sympathy  with  the  rebellion,  or  engaged  in  enterprises  prohibited  by  the  laws  of 
war.  Such  parties  would  naturallT  seek  to  communicate,  if  possible,  with  their  friends  in 
confinement,  for  tbe  purpose  of  advising  with  or  assisting  them,  or  in  procuring  their  esc^ 
It  appears  that  to  facilitate  such  intercourse  the  bars  of  tbe  windows  have  in  seyeral  casss 
been  cut  through ;  and  it  was  to  prevent  this  communication  as  eflectually  as  po6afl>le  that 
scrtemt  were  erected  outside  the  windows,  rising  to  a  hdght  of  four  feeiabove  the  sills,  ssd 
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projecting  about  eighteen  inches  beyond  tbem  towards  the  street.  The  prisoners  were  for- 
bidden to  look  or  extend  their  bodies  over  and  outside  of  these  screens ;  and  the  guards  on 
duty  at  the  prison  were  instructed  to  warn  prisoners  making  their  appearance  above  the 
screens  to  withdraw  at  once,  and  if  they  persisted  in  disregarding  this  warning  to  fire  qpon 
them. 

On  the  25th  of  Hay  Hardcastle  and  a  prisoner  named  Pleasonton  were  both  standing  inside 
the  screen,  (and  therefore  outside  the  wall  of  the  prison,)  and  were  leaning  over  the  top,  in 
fuU  view  of  the  street.  Their  appearance  in  this  position  being  in  direct  contravention  of  the 
rules  and  discipline  of  the  prison,  and  calculated  to  excite  disorder  on  the  street,  thev  were 
repeatedly  and  in  civil  lanc^age  admonished  by  the  sentrv.  Chapman,  to  withdraw.  Instead 
01  so  doiujg^  they  remaineo,  and  commenced  to  argue  with  the  sentry  as  to  their  rights. 

At  tills  juncture  Mr.  Wood,  the  superintendent,  passed  by,  and  at  once  called  the  attention 
of  the  prisoners  to  the  impropriety  of  their  behavior,  and  urged  their  complying  with  ifie 
direetions  of  the  sentry,  who,  as  he  explained  to  them,  had  no  discretion  but  to  execute  the 
orders  which  had  been  ipven  him  by  his  officer.  Mr.  Wood  added,  were  he  in  the  sentry^s 
place  he  should  (under  we  eircum^tmces  of  this  persistent  refusal  to  retire  on  the  part  of  the 
prisoners)  enforce  his  commands  by  firing  upon  them. 

It  is  further  shown  that  about  tlus  time  the  **  officer  of  the  keys,"  attached  to  the  prison, 
went  to  the  door  ef  the  room  in  which  Hardcastle  and  Pleasonton  were  confined,  and  admon- 
ished them  of  the  dan{^  to  which  they  were  subjecting  themselves  by  their  conduct. 

The  prisoners,  notwithstanding  these  repeated  warnings,  refused  or  neglected  to  retire 
within  the  screen ;  whereupon  the  sentry  discharge  his  piece,  and  Hardcastle  was  mortaUy 
wounded,  so  that  he  died  in  a  few  hours. 

It  would  appear,  thouj^h  it  is  not  certainly  established,  that  the  sentry,  in  firing,  aimed  his 
piece  at  Pleasonton.  The  latter  is  alleged  to  have  used  insultine  language  towards  the  sentry, 
and  to  have  been  particularly  demonstrative  in  his  disregard  of  the  directions  of  the  latter. 

It  further  appears  thatf  prior  to  the  occurrence  of  May  25,  Hardcastle  had  repeatedly  dis- 
obeyed the  orders  both  of  Mr.  Wood  and  his  subordinates  by  conduct  similar  to  that  which 
lias  been  described,  and  by  communicating  from  above  the  screen  with  persons  outside ;  and, 
moreover,  that  ever  since  the  commencement  of  his  imprisonment,  he  has  been  in  the  habit 
of  disregarding  the  rules  preeented  for  the  government  of  the  prison.  It  is  represented,  in 
fact,  by  Mr.  Wood,  that  Hardcastle  had,  in  conjunction  with  one  James,  become  so  regard- 
leas  of  discipline  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  place  them  both  in  close  confinement.  It  was 
not  until  James  had  been  sent  to  Richmond  for  exchange  that  Hardcastle  was  removed  to  the 
room  which  he  occupied  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Under  all  the  facts,  as  they  appear  in  evidence,  it  is  submitted  that  the  life  of  Hardcastle 
cannot  justlv  be  held  to  have  mUen  a  sacrifice  to  a  **  rough  and  unmerciful  system  of  prison 
discipline,"  but  rather  to  have  been  forfeited  by  his  persistent  neglect  to  observe  a  necessary 
and  salutary  rule  established  in  the  prison,  (with  nis  iiill  knowledge,)  and  after  repeated 
warning  of  the  probable  and  legitimate  consequences  of  his  behavior  in  this  regard.  And  it 
is  conceived,  therefore,  that  neither  the  sentry,  who  in  firing  obeyed  the  orders  of  his  officer, 
nor  the  inferior  officer,  who  imparted  these  orders,  nor  the  superior  who  issued  them  in  the 
first  instance,  can  be  deemed  responsible  in  any  way  for  Hardcastle's  death. 

Nor  is  it  necessary  to  excuse  tne  rule  in  Question  on  the  ground  of  the  **  unsnitableness  or 
the  overcrowded  state  of  the  prison."  Such  rule,  or  a  similar  one,  would  have  been  found 
necessary  in  any  military  prison  similarly  situated. 

It  is  represented  that  these  screens  allowed  ample  li^ht  and  ventilation  for  the  rooms,  so 
that  there  could  have  been  nothing  to  complain  of  in  Uieir  erection,  except  on  the  part  of 
prisoners  who  were  thus  more  effectually  prevented  from  holding  communication  with  Iriendl 
outside,  or  from  gratifying  their  curiosity  by  observing  what  occurred  beyond  their  prison 
wails. 

In  fine,  the  belief  is  confidently  entertained  that  when  the  facts  above  set  forth  (resulting 
from  a  recent  and  thorough  investigaticm  of  the  afiair)  are  brought  to  the  knowledjg[e  of  her 
Majesty's  government,  tne  prisoner  (Hardcastle)  will  be  viewed  as  the  victim  oi  such  a 
casualty  as  may  at  any  time  be  apprehended  by  one  who  has  placed  himself  in  the  wrong. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  inquiry,  it  is  not  deemed  at  all  important  to  determine  whether  the 
shot  was,  m  fact,  aimed  at  Pleasonton  or  Hardcastle,  since  the  latter,  at  the  moment  of  the 
firing,  had  incurred  precisely  the  same  guilt  as  the  former,  and  by  placing  himself  defiantly 
in  the  position  which  he  occupied  must  he  regarded  as  having  wantonly  thrown  his  life  away. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

*  J.  HOLT,  Judge  AdvoeaU  General, 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 


Hbadquabtibs  Miutart  District  or  WASHmaioir, 

Woihrngtan,  D.  C,  Awguti  31,  1868. 
Sir  :  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  for  your  information,  copies  of  the  papen 
heretofore  sent  from  these  headquarters,  including  Uie  report  of  Captain  Mix,  in  relation 
to  the  death  df  John  Hardcastle,  a  prisoner  <^  state,  confined  in  the  Carroll  prison. 
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The  copy  of  the  communication  of  the  British  minister  commenting  on  the  case  is  ^Hn 
respectfnllj  returned  with  the  following  report: 

In  view  of  the  serious  charges  contained  in  that  communication,  expressed  in  the  state- 
ments *'  that  the  liberty  of  a  British  subject  was  interfered  with,  without  any  serious  cause, 
and  in  apparent  breach  of  good  faith ;  that  his  life  was  carelessly  sacrificed  by  the  aod- 
dental  result  of  a  rough  and  unmerciful  system  of  prison  discipline/'  I  respectfully  call 
your  attention  to  the  facts  bearing  on  these  points. 

Captain  Mix  reports  that  the  sentinels  were  instructed  to  warn  all  persons  to  keep  tbdr 
heads  within  the  window,  and  if  the  prisoners  persisted  in  disobeying,  to  fire  their  pieces. 
But  Captain  Mix  also  explains  that  the  bars  of  the  windows  had  all  been  cut  away  by  the 
prisoners,  and  had  been  replaced  by  plank  screens,  which  projected  eighteen  inches  from 
the  sills  of  the  windows,  and  rose  four  feet  above  them.  This  arrangement,  while  avoid- 
ing light  and  yentilation  to  the  prisoners,  completely  excluded  them  from  the  Tiew  of 
persons  passing  in  the  street  below,  and  from  communication  with  them,  except  when  the 
prisoners  mounted  on  the  sills  of  the  windows  and  placed  their  heads  over  the  screen,  a 
position  which  was  quite  outside  of  the  prison  waUs,  insecure,  and  calculated  to  exdte 
disorder  in  the  street.  The  piece  of  the  sentinel  was  discharged  at  a  prisoner  w1k>  not  only 
persirted  in  occupying  one  of  those  screens  or  boxes  after  repeated  warliing  that  he  m«l 
retire,  hut  was  using  insulting  language  to  the  sentinel.  Hardcastle,  as  I  am  infonned 
and  believe,  was  outside  of  the  prison  walls,  within  the  screen  at  the  same  time,  whidi 
explains  the  fact  that  the  shot  took  effect  on  his  person. 

I  have  already  explained  in  a  former  report  why  it  has  been  necessary  to  make  tempomy 
use  of  the  Carroll  place  as  a  prison,  and  the  reasons  for  interdicting  communicati<m  between 
prisoners  and  the  passengers  in  the  street.  To  that  report  I  respectfully  refer.  Submissioa 
to  the  order  excluding  prisoners  from  the  screens  has  been,  and  is,  indispensable  to  aecnre 
them  in  confinement,  and  prevent  public  disorder  in  the  city,  now  occupied  as  the  dusf 
military  depot  in  the  United*  States.  It  is  the  enforcement  of  that  submiwion  by  firing  at 
an  offender,  in  a  case  where  resistance  had  been  persisted  in,  accompanied  by  insult  to  the 
sentinel,  for  half  an  hour,  which  the  British  minister  has  presented  as  the  accidental  resnil 
of  a  **  rough  and  unmerciful  system  of  prison  discipline." 

I  assume  that  the  apparent  breach  of  good  fiedth,  alleged  by  the  British  minister,  oonsisti 
in  detaining  Hardcastle  in  confinement  after  receiving  him  through  the  rebel  lines  under 
a  flag  of  truce. 

In  my  report  of  the  16th  of  June,  ultimo,  I  made  no  reference  to  the  reasons  for  tiis 
detention  of  Hiurdcastle.  No  explanation  on  that  point  was  required  or  deemed  pertinent 
He  was  received  at  Falmouth,  Va.,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  on  or  about  the  16th  of  April, 
1863,  and  was  forwarded  in  arrest  to  the  provost  marshal  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac  to 
the  provost  marshal  at  Washington,  together  with  papers  found  on  his  person,  deecxibing 
him  as  a  British  subject,  and  with  a  communication  calling  attention  to  a  hct  apparent  in 
the  papers  tending  to  discredit  their  genuineness.  The  effort  to  prevent  intercommunica- 
tion for  improper  purposes  across  the  lines  of  our  armies  would  be  abortive  if  the  reoepttoo 
of  persons  under  a  flag  of  truce  should  be  held  to  preclude  detention  for  the  pnipose  of 
further  examination. 

No  stronger  case  than  Hardcastle's  can  be  desired  to  illustrate  this  point,  for,  as  wfli 
appear  by  tiie  report  of  the  prison  superintendent,  herewith  transmitted,  disdosnree  were 
*  made  during  his  confinement  tending  to  show  that  he  had  penetrated,  without  a  paasport 
from  the  United  States  government,  through  our  lines  into  the  rebel  States,  there  to  engage 
in  employment  as  a  pyrotechnist,  and  had  actually  rendered  service  to  the  rebels  ki  UmI 
capacity.  It  was  dnrhig  a  suspension  of  the  examination  of  Hardcastle,  and  before  it  was 
completed,  that  he  was  accidentally  killed.  This  is  the  detention  which  the  British  min- 
ister has  presented  as  an  "  interference  with  the  liberty  of  a  British  subject  without  any 
serious  cause,  and  an  apparent  breach  of  good  faith." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  MABTINDALB, 
Briff,  Om  ami  MM&ry  Qemrmot* 

Hon.  K  M.  Stahtov, 

StcNiarif  ^  War.  • 


Old  Capitol  Pribov, 
WathmifUm,  D.  C,  Auffud  29,  1863. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  request  of  yesterday,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  in  the  case  of 
the  late  Mr.  John  Hardcastle,  as  follows : 

From  the  rules  and  usages  of  the  prison,  it  has  been  customary  for  me  to  hold  frequent 
communications  with  the  prisoners  on  subjects  connected  with  their  confinement,  which 
fact  can  be  clearly  established  by  the  records  of  the  prison.     In  the  latter  part  of  April  or 
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beginning  of  May  last  Mr.  Hardcastle  infonned  me  that  be  was  a  Britisb  subject,  residing 
in  the  United  Btates  aboat  eight  years,  eight  months  of  which  he  had  recently  spent  in  the 
rebellions  States ;  that  he  was  a  pyrotechnist ;  that  his  sympathies  were  with  the  south, 
and  that  nearly  every  Englishman  he  had  there  met  with  regarded  the  southerners  as  of 
their  own  kindred,  free  from  the  plebeian  proclivities  of  the  conglomerated  mass  com- 
posing the  inhabitaitts  of  the  northern  States ;  that  he  had  run  the  blockade  and  visited 
Charleston,  Savannah,  Richmond,  and  other  southern  cities,  and  contributed  by  his 
knowledge  and  experience  in  the  getting  up  of  the  torpedoes  in  Charleston  harbor^  and 
frequently  boasted  of  the  magnitude  and  impregnability  of  its  defences.  He  stated  that 
he  left  Richmond  in  April  last,  aud  obtained  a  pass  from  General  Winder,  indorsed  by 
€teneral  Lee,  to  carry  him  to  onr  lines,  and  that  he  had  no  authority  from  the  United 
States  government  to  enter  or  leave  the  Confederate  States ;  that  he  came  to  Fort  Conway, 
via  flag  of  truce,  and  was  taken  to  the  headquarters  of  General  Patrick,  Provost  Marshal 
Genenil  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  who  forwarded  him  to  Captain  Todd,  provost  marshal 
of  Washington  city,  by  whom  he  was  committed  to  my  custody. 

His  appearance  was  respectable  and  genteel,  and,  as  in  all  such  cases  of  British  subjects, 
I  treated  him  with  the  same  kindness  and  courtesy  as  that  bestowed  upon  United  States 
officers  in  my  custody. 

I  was  not  long  in  ascertaining  that  Mr.  Hardcastle  belonged  to  that  class  of  Englishmen 
who  had  been  piloted  through  our  lines  by  certain  parties  whose  headquarters  are  in  Balti- 
more, and  of  the  existence  of  which  the  detective  department  is  fully  aware,  having  had 
prisoners  in  my  charge  of  the  same  class,  among  whom  were  Captain  Winn  and  George  A. 
Lawrence,  stated  visitors  at  the  Baltimore  club-house,  the  headquarters  where  all  the  pre- 
liminary arrangements  are  made  for  such  persons  to  depart  and  enter  onr  lines. 

Major  Turner,  judge  advocate  of  the  War  Department,  requested  me  to  extend  extra 
attention  to  Captain  Winn  while  in  my  charge,  which  I  fully  complied  with,  and  the 
liberties  and  privileges  thus  bestowed  upon  him  were  taken  advantage  of,  and  he  effected 
his  escape  from  the  prison.  For  the  escape  of  this  prisoner  I  was  censured,  which  deter- 
mined me  to  exercise  extra  precautions  with  that  class  of  prisoners  in  future.  About  the 
time  of  Mr.  Hardcastle' s  imprisonment,  a  notorious  character  named  James  was  also  in- 
carcerated, who  together,  on  all  occasions,  openly  and  persistently  violated  the  rules  and 
discipline  of  the  prison.  Ton  are  well  aware  of  their  tenor.  The  health  of  the  prisoners, 
the  cleanliness  of  the  apartments,  and  the  treatment  they  usually  receive,  have  been 
generally  spoken  of  in  the  highest  terms  by  all  who  have  ever  been  under  my  care.  One 
of  your  staff  officers  makes  weekly  and  6i)ecial  inspection  of  the  prison  and  the  prisoners, 
and  announced  to  them  that  all  causes  of  complaint,  no  matter  of  what  character,  will  be 
investigated  and  removed  upon  written  application  to  the  judge  advocate,  or  other  members 
of  your  staff. 

The  continued  violation  of  the  rules,  &c.,  by  Hardcastle  and  James  caused  them  to  be 
confined  together  in  close  confinement.  James  was  soon  after  sent  to  Richmond  for  exr 
change,  and  Mr.  Hardcastle  removed  to  a  front  room.  No.  32,  one  of  the  most  pleasant 
and  comfortable  rooms  in  the  prison. 

For  the  purpose  of  ventilation  a  wooden  frame-work  was  made  to  extend  from  the  front; 
windows,  and  of  sufficient  height  to  prevent  communication  with  parties  in  the  street. 

In^  violation  of  frequent  instructions  from  myself  and  others  under  me,  the  prisoners  in 
this  room  were  in  the  habit  of  extending  their  bodies  beyond  the  lines  of  these  frames  and 
the  front  of  the  building,  and  communicating  with  parties  on  the  outside.  The  negKgenoe 
of  the  sentinel  on  that  post,  in  permitting  this  violation,  was  complained  of  to  the  officer 
of  the  guard  by  myself  but  a  day  or  two  previous  to  Hardcastle' s  death.  On  that  morning 
I  came  from  the  Old  Capitol  prison,  in  company  with  Captain  Mix,  and  saw  the-prisoners 
in  that  room  protruding  their  heads  beyond  the  top  of  the  wood  work,  and  some  18  inches 
beyond  the  lice  of  the  building.  The  sentinel  on  duty  (now  a  prisoner  in  my  custody) 
politely  requested  them  to  retire  to  the  proper  distance  inward,  which  they  disregarded, 
and  commenced  to  argue  with  him  as  to  their  rights,  &c.  I  called  the  attention  of  the 
prisoners  to  their  impropriety,  and  urged  them  to  obey  the  sentinel,  as  he  (the  sentinel)  • 
had  no  discretionary  powers  of  delay  or  argument,  and  stated  that  were  I  on  duty  at  his^ 
post  I  should  certainly  enforce  my  command  by  shooting  at  them.  Tbeoffieer  of  the  keys 
also  went  to  the  room  door  and  warned  them  of  their  danger.  The  continued  disregard 
on  the  part  of  the  prisoners  of  all  these  warnings  and  instructions  no  doubt  led  to  the 
death  of  Mr.  Hardcastle,  in  the  manner  and  form  already  made  public. 

Trusting  this  statement  meets  your  approbation,  I  have  the  honor  to^  be  your  obedieikt 
servant, 

WILLIAM  P.  WOOD, 
Sv^perinUndttA  of  Old  Capitol  Friaon, 
Brig.  Gen.  Martindals, 

M^lUary  0o9emor.  Digitized  by  CjOOglC 
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Lard  Lymu  to  Mr,  SewsrtL 

[Immediate.] 

■Washington, 
Wednesday  night,  November  11, 186^ 

Ky  Dbar  Sir  :  Persons  hostile  to  the  United  States,  who  have  songlit  an 
asylum  in  Canada,  appear  to  be  engaged  in  a  serious  and  mischieYons  plot 
Indeed,  if  the  information  which  has  reached  the  governor  general  be  coirect, 
they  have  a  project  for  inyading  the  United  States,  and  attaclui^  and  destroTing 
the  city  of  Bu&lo.  They  propose  to  get  possession  of  some  of  the  steambotta 
on  Lake  Erie,  to  surprise  Johnston's  island,  and  set  free  the  prisoners  of  war 
who  are  confined  there,  and  to  proceed  with  them  to  attack  Bofialo.  The 
governor  general  suggests  that  steamboats  should  be  watched,  and  be  i^pears 
to  have  some  suspicions  connected  with  Ogdensburg.  He  has  taken  aU  the 
precautions  in  his  power ;  has  ordered  a  sharp  lookout  to  be  kept  on  the  Wd- 
Land  canal,  and  desired  that  any  steamboat  giving  cause  for  suspicion  by  Ae 
number  or  character  of  the  passengers  on  board  shall  be  arrested. 

You  will  excuse  my  disturbing  you  so  late.  The  information  has  only  just 
reached  me  by  telegraph,  and  it  may  be  important  that  you  should  know  it 
vwithout  delay. 

The  governor  general  authorizes  me  to  communicate  it  to  you. 
Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  sir,  your  faithful  servant, 

LYONS. 

Bon.  William  H.  Sewabd. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 


Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  November  12,  1863. 

My  Lord-:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  note  which  was  sent  to  me 
fay  \y our  lordship  at  a  late  hour  last  night,  apprising  me,  at  the  request  d  bis 
excellency  Lord  Monck,  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  of  a  rumored  plot  to 
disturb  the  peace  and  security  of  the  lake  frontier.  After  thanking  you,  in  the 
name  (If  the  President,  for  information  conveyed  in  so  just  and  libend  a  swt, 
I  have  now  to  Btate  to  vour  lordship  that  tne  necessair  measures  have  been 
taken  to  defeat  the  crimmal  enterprise  to  which  I  have  alluded.  Major  (General 
Dix  will  at  once  lepair  to  the  frontier,  and  take  charge  of  the  execution  of  these 
measures.  Bolioitous  that  they  may  be  conducted  in  perfect  comity  and  respect 
itowards  her  Migesty*s  authorities,  I  have,  by  the  President's  direction,  lequisted 
the  honorable  Preston  King  to  visit  Lord  Monck,  and  to  confer  with  him  vpoa 
the  subject,  so  as  to  secure  a  perfect  understanding  between  the  governor  senefal 
and  the  agents  of  the  United  States.  I  will  esteem  it  a  favor  if  you  wiU  com- 
municate to  him  the  £Eicts  I  have  stated  and  the  views  I  have  expressed  in  this 
note. 

I  have  the  honor  io  be,  with  high  oonsida»tion,  your  lordship's  obfdieit 
servant, 

WILLLAM  H.  SEWABD. 

JEUght  Hon.  liOBD  liiroNS,  Jffc^  ^^  tfc. 
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Lard  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  November  21,  1863. 

8iB :  Her  Majesty's  government  have  had  under  their  consideration  the  note 
which  Mr.  Stuart  had  the  honor  to  address  to  70a  on  the  24th  September  last 
imfectmg  the  case  of  the  Labuan,  as  well  as  the  reply  which  you  were  so  good 
as  to  make  to  that  note  on  the  30th  of  the  same  month. 

Her  Majesty's  ^vemment  cannot  regard  the  conduct  of  the  district  attorney 
at  New  York,  with  respect  to  procuring  ex  parte  evidence  from  Matamoras,  as 
consistent  with  the  terms  of  your  note  to  me  of  the  9th  April  last ;  nor  can  they 
consider  this  proceeding  as  one  in  accordance  with  the  usual  practice  of  prize 
ooorts.  Her  Majesty's  government  are  advised  that,  according  to  that  practice, 
evidence  mieht  properly  be  admitted  before  commissioners  appointed  by  the 
court,  limited  to  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  amount  of  damages  really 
sustained ;  but  after  sentence  upon  the  merits  in  the  principal  cause,  to  allow 
fresh  evidence  to  be  admitted  as  to  the  principle  and  law  of  the  case,  to  which 
alone  the  evidence  suggested  by  the  district  attorney  would  seem  to  apply,  is, 
her  Majesty's  government  believe,  without  precedent  in  the  practice  of  prize 
courts,  either  in  £ngland  or  in  America,  and  fraught  in  the  present  case  with 
manifest  injustice. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  throughout  maintained  the  position  that  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  this  case  rendered  it  an  aSak  between  the  two  govern- 
ments, and  it  was  pointed  out  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  that  to 
refer  die  case  to  the  prize  court  would  be  attended  with  no  other  consequences 
than  an  increase  of  costs  and  expenses,  and  the  infliction  of  the  frirther  injury 
of  delay  in  redress  to  the  claimants. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  am  directed  to  state  to  you  that  though  the 

Juestion  of  the  amount  of  damages  may  be  open  to  nirther  evidence,  her 
[aiesty's  government  consider  that  the  principle  is  not  open  to  controversy, 
and,  consequently,  that  the  evidence  which  it  is  proposed  now  to  adduce  is 
wholly  irrelevant ;  and  I  am  desired  to  add,  that  her  Majesty's  government 
much  regret,  after  all  that  has  passed,  the  additional  injury  of  frirther  delay 
thus  inflicted  upon  the  claimants,  which  appears  to  them  to  be  without  justifica- 
tion or  excuse. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LYONS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Sfc.,  8fc,t  i^c. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  Lyotu. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  25,  1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lordship's 
note  of  the  2l8t  of  November  instant,  by  which  I  am  informed  of  the  views  of 
her  Majesty's  government  on  the  proceeding  of  the  United  States  district  at- 
torney at  Mew  York  in  procuring  additional  evidence  concerning  the  amount  of 
damages  in  the  prize  case  of  the  steamer  Labuan. 

Her  Majesty's  government  already  understand  that  damages,  in  the  case  of 
the  Labuan,  can  only  be  paid  by  the  executive  department  of  this  government 
when  an  appropriation  shall  have  been  made  for  that  purpose  by  Oongress.  They 
have  also  oeen  informed  of  the  grounds  on  which  the  Executive  deems  it  im- 
portant to  have  an  assessment  of  the  damages  made  by  the  p^^^i^jadig  ^^^ 
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York,  to  aid  in  forming  the  Executive  judgment  as  to  the  amount  which  Con- 
gress shall  he  asked  to  appropriate.  I  am  not  able  to  agree  with  her  Majesty's 
government  in  the  apprehension  that  injustice  is  likelj  to  result  &om  the  adims- 
sion  of  such  additional  evidence  as  the  district  attorney  proposes  to  obtain. 
But  it  does  not  belong  to  me  to  determine  now  what  evidence  tne  district  attor- 
ney shall  offer  or  shall  withhold  from  the  prize  court  when  it  comes  to  assess 
the  damages,  although,  on  a  review  of  the  assessment,  I  think  it  will  be  perti- 
nent for  me,  under  the  President's  directions,  to  scrutinize  the  evidence  on 
either  side,  and  upon  every  possible  suspicion  favorable  to  the  administration  of 
equal  and  exact  justice.  For  the  present  I  can  do  no  more  than  to  submit  the 
objections  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  the  consideration  of  the  prize  court 
itself,  so  that  they  may  have  their  just  weight  in  the  judicial  tribunal.  Havine 
done  this,  I  shall  reserve  special  consideration  of  them,  on  my  own  part,  untu 
the  prize  court  shall  have  rendered  its  decision  upon  the  damages  in  question. 
I  cannot  willingly  believe  that  this  course  will  prove  unsatisfactory  to  her 
Majesty's  government. 

X  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lobd  Lyons,  ^.,  ^c,  8fc. 
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FRANCE. 


Mr,  Dayton  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  371.J  Paris,  October  29,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  received  DOtice  by  telegraph  last  night,  and  again  this  morning,  that 
the  rebel  propeller  Georgia,  Maurj,  captain,  came  into  the  port  of  Cherbourg 
last  night,  for  what  purpose  I  have  not  yet  learned.  This  morning  I  have  com- 
XDunicated  the  fact  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  I'Huys,  making  the  same  character  of  pro- 
test as  in  the  case  of  the  Florida.  He  said  that  he  regretted  very  much  she  nad 
not  gone  on  her  way  without  stopping,  but  would  state  the  fact  to  his  colleague, 
the  minister  of  marine. 

I  informed  him,  likewise,  that  I  had  received  an  answer  from  Captain  Wins- 
low,  of  the  United  States  ship  Kearsarge,  at  Brest,  tathe  notice  that  if  he  waited 
imtn  the  departure  of  the  Florida  he  could  not  follow  until  the  expiration  of 
twenty-four  hours.  It  seems  that  Captain  Winslow  has  kept  fii-es  on  his  vessel, 
with  a  view  to  forring  purposes  and  the  condensation  of  sea-water,  which  is 
alone  used  on  boara  for  drinking,  and  the  smoke  emitted  has  given  rise  to  the 
report  that  he  was  keeping  up  steam  to  immediately  chase  the  Florida,  in  defi- 
ance of  the  notice  served  upon  him,  soon  after  his  arrival,  by  the  admiral  in 
command  of  that  department. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  DAYTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  ffc.,  ^.,  ^, 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Extract] 

No.  373.]  Paris,  November  6,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  imposing  ceremony  of  the  opening  of  the  Chambers  by  the  Emperor 
came  off  yesterday.  His  Majesty's  speech  was  much  applauded;  that  portion 
of  it  in  reference  to  Poland  particularly  so.    The  speech  is  thought  to  be  an  im- 

Sortant  one,  especially  as  affects  Russia.  The  general  impression  among  the 
iploraatic  corps,  so  far  as  I  heard  it,  was  that  it  foreshadowed  an  ultimate  war 
with  Russia.  I  doubt  it.  Russia,  it  is  said,  is  ready  for  a  European  conference, 
as  to  all  general  matters,  Poland  included,  but  that  other  of  the  great  powers 
are  not.  Should  this  be  so,  the  Emperor  will  gain  time,  and  his  programme  ulti- 
mately fall  to  the  ground  without,  it  will  be  said,  his  fault.  In  any  event,  he 
will  have  it  to  say  that  he  has  proposed  the  only  practical  relief  for  Poland, 
whose  cause  is  so  popular  in  France. 

iH  Ha  an  ^n  «««« 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington,  D,  C.  Digitized  by  GoOqIc 
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[Translation.] 

Speech  delivered  by  kt$  Majesty  the  Emperor  at  the  opening  of  the  legielalive  session,  on  the 

bth  of  November,  1863. 

**  Messieurs  les  Senateurs — Messieurs  les  DSputis  : 

''The  annual  assembly  of  the  ^eat  bodies  of  the  state  is  always  a  happj  opportonitj  for 
bringing  together  the  men  who  are  devoted  to  the  public  welfare,  and  for  manifesting  the  tmA 
to  the  country.  The  frankness  of  our  mutual  intercourse  calms  anxiety  and  strengthens  our 
resolutions.  I  therefore  bid  you  welcome.  The  legislative  body  has  been  renewed  a  third 
time  since  the  foundation  of  the  Empire,  and  fbr  the  third  time,  in  spite  of  some  local  dis- 
sents, I  can  only  congratulate  myself  upon  the  result  of  the  elections.  You  have  all  taken 
the  same  oath  to  me.  That  is  a  guarantee  to  me  of  jrour  support.  It  is  our  duty  to  attend 
to  the  affiurs  of  the  country jpromptlj^  and  well,  remaming  faitnful  to  the  constitution  which 
has  given  as  eleven  vears  of  prosperity,  and  which  you  have  sworn  to  uphold. 

'*  The  exposS  of  the  situation  at  home  will  show  you  that,  despite  the  forced  stagnation  of 
labor  in  certain  branches,  progress  has  not  been  slackened.  Our  industry  has  contended 
succeesfullv  against  foreign  competitioii,  and,  in  presence  of  undeniable  £sct8,  the  foan 
engendered  by  the  treaty  of  commerce  with  England  have  vanished.  Our  exports  during 
the  first  eiffht  months  of  the  year  1863,  compared  with  those  of  the  correspondinj^  montlw  ot 
the  year  1862,  show  an  increase  of  233,000,000f.  During  the  same  period  our  shipping  trade 
shows  an  excess  over  that  of  the  preceding  vear  of  175,  UK)  tons,  ofwhich  136,000  are  under 
the  French  flag.  *  The  abundant  harvest  of  the  present  year  is  a  blessing  of  Providence, 
which  will  assure  to  the  population  a  cheaper  price  of  food.  It  is  also  a  proof  of  the  pros 
parity  of  our  agriculture.  Tublic  works  have  been  actively  carried  oil.  About  1,000  kilo- 
metres of  new  lines  of  railway  have  been  thrown  open  to  traffic;  our  ports,  our  rivers,  our 
canals,  our  high  roads  have  been  continually  improved.  As  the  session  has  met  earlier  IbMi 
has  been  customary,  the  report  of  the  minister  or  finance  has  not  yet  been  published.  It  will 
be  produced  shortly.  You  will  find  therein  that,  if  our  expectations  have  not  been  fully  real- 
ized, the  revenues  have  followed  a  continuous  rise,  and  tnat,  without  extraordinary  credits, 
we  have  been  able  to  meet  the  expenses  caused  by  the  war  in  Mexico  and  in  Cochin  China. 
I  shall  have  to  point  out  to  yon  various  reforms  which  are  deemed  advisable— among  otfaars, 
one  relating  to  the  freedom  of  the  baking  trade,  one  which  will  render  the  maritime  conscrip- 
tion less  onerous  to  the  populations  on  toe  coast,  a  project  for  modifying  the  law  on  joint- 
stock  companies,  and  one  lor  suppressing  the  exclusive  privileges  for  theatres.  I  have  also 
ordered  a  bill  to  be  taken  into  consideration  with  a  view  to  increase  the  powers  of  the  gennal 
and  communal  councils,  and  to  remedv  the  excess  of  centralisation — ^in  fiict,  to  simpHiy  ad- 
ministrative formalities,  to  modifV  the  laws  applicable  to  the  classes  deserving  of  all  our  soli- 
citude.   This  will  be  a  step  in  advance  to  which  you  will  gladly  associate  yourselves. 

**The  sugar  question  will  also  be  submitted  to  your  consideration — a  question  which 
stands  in  need  of  a  final  solution  bv  a  more  distinct  enactment.  The  project  submitted  to  the 
council  of  state  tends  to  grant  to  home  produce  the  facility  of  exportation  which  is  granted 
to  sugars  of  other  ports.  A  bill  on  registration  will  abolish  the  double  dicime,  and  will  re- 
place that  impost  by  more  equitable  repartition. 

**In  Algena,  despite  the  anomaly  which  subjects  the  same  populations,  some  to  the  civil, 
some  to  the  military  authorities,  the  Arabs  have  learned  to  understand  the  mild  and  equitable 
sway  of  the  French  rule,  while  the  Europeans  do  not  place  the  less  confidence  in  the  protec- 
tion of  the  government. 

**  Our  ancient  colonies  have  seen  removed  the  barriers  which  obstructed  their  transactions, 
but  circumstances  have  not  been  favorable  to  the  development  of  commerce. 

'*The  recent  establishment  of  credit  institutions  will,  I  trust,  improve  the  state  of  affain. 
In  the  midst  of  these  material  considerations  nothing  has  been  neglected  which  concmi 
religion  and  public  morals.  Religious  and  benevolent  institutions,  science,  and  public  in- 
struction have  received  great  encouragement. 

**  Since  1848  the  popmation  of  the  schools  has  increased  one-quarter.  At  the  presenl  daj 
nearly  5,000,000  children  (one-third  of  them  gratuitously)  are  admitted  into  the  priosarj 
schools ;  but  our  efforts  must  not  be  slackened,  as  there  are  stiU  600,000  devoid  of  instruction. 
The  higher  class  of  studies  has  been  encouraged  in  the  secondary  schools,  where  special  in- 
struction is  under  reorganization. 

*'Such,  gentlemen,  is  the  substance  of  what  we  have  already  done,  and  of  what  we  still 
intend  to  &,  Certainly  the  prosperity  of  our  country  would  take  a  more  rapid  oonrse  if 
political  preoccupations  did  not  trouble  it;  but  in  the  life  of  nations  events  unforeseen 
and  inevitable  arise,  which  must  be  met  without  fear  and  supported  without  faltering. 
Of  this  number  are  the  war  in  America,  the  compulsory  occupation  of  Mexico  and 
Cochin  China,  the  insurrection  in  Poland.  The  distant  expeditions,  the  obieets  of  so 
much  criticism,  are  not  the  result  of  a  premeditated  plan.  The  force  of  events  has  brought 
them  about,  and  nevertheless  they  are  not  to  be  regretted.  How,  in  fiact,  could  we 
develop  our  foreign  commerce  if,  on  one  side,  we  were  to  renounce  all  influence  in  America^ 
and  if,  on  the  other,  in  the  presence  of  immense  territories  occupied  by  the  Spa^sh  and  Dutch, 
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Fnooe  alone  remained  witboat  posseesioBs  in  tbe  Asiatic  eeasf  We  have  conquered  in 
Cochin  China  a  position  which,  without  subjecting  ns  to  the  difficulties  of  local  goyemment, 
will  permit  ns  to  make  use  of  the  immense  resources  of  these  countries,  and  to  civilize  them 
bj  commerce.  In  Mexico,  after  an  unexpected  resistance  which  the  coura^  of  our  soldiers 
and  atAlon  have  surmounted,  we  have  seen  the  population  welcome  us  as  Miberators.'  Our 
efforts  will  not  be  in  vain,  and  we  shall  be  largely  compensated  for  our  sacrifices  when  the 
destinies  of  that  country  which  will  owe  to  us  its  regeneration  shall  have  been  confided  to  a 
prince  whom  his  enlightenment  and  qualifications  render  worthy  of  so  noble  a  mission.  Let 
us,  then,  have  faith  in  our  enterprises  oeyond  the  sea.  Commenced  to  avenge  our  honor,  thev 
terminate  in  the  triumph  of  our  interests;  and  if  prejudiced  minds  do  not  divine  the  fruitful- 
nest  enclosed  in  the  germs  deposited  for  the  fUture,  let  us  not  tarnish  the  gloij  thus  acquired, 
00  to  speak,  at  the  two  extremities  of  the  globe — at  Pekin  and  at  Mexico.  The  Polish  ques- 
tion exacts  more  of  explanation.  When  the  insurrection  broke  out  in  Poland  the  govern- 
ments of  Russia  and  France  were  on  the  best  relations.  Since  the  peace  the  great  European 
questions  had  found  them  in  accord,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  declare  it.  During  the  Italian 
war,  as  well  as  at  the  time  of  the  annexation  of  the  provinces  of  Nice  and  Savoy,  toe  Emperor 
leet  me  the  most  sincere  and  candid  support.  That  good  understanding  demanded  scrupulous 
oare,  and  I  must  have  believed  the  Polish  cause  very  popular  in  France  not  to  hesitate  to 
compromise  one  of  the  first  alliances  of  the  continent,  and  to  raise  my  voice  in  favor  of  a 
nation  rebellious  in  the  eyes  of  Russia,  but  in  our  eyes  the  hair  of  a  right  inscribed  in  histc^y 
and  treaties. 

*' Nevertheless,  the  opesticm  touched  the  gravest  European  interests.  It  could  not  be 
treated  in  isolation  by  France.  An  offence  to  our  honor,  or  a  menace  against  our  frontiers, 
"would  also  impose  on  us  the  duty  of  acting  without  preliminary  concert.  It  became,  there- 
fore, necessary,  as  to  the  epoch  of  the  events  in  the  east  and  in  Syria,  to  come  to  an  under- 
standing with  the  powers  which  had  reasons  on  which  to  pronounce  similar  to  our  own. 

**The  Polish  insurrection,  on  which  its  endunusce  has  imprinted  a  national  character, 
awakened  sympathies  everywhere,  and  the  object  of  dinlomacy  was  to  attract  to  that  cause 
the  greatest  possible  number  of  adhesions,  in  order  to  oring  to  bear  on  Russia  the  whole 
weight  of  the  public  opinion  of  Europe.  This  almost  unanimous  concurrence  of  wishes 
seemed  to  us  the  most  proper  means  of  inducing  a  conviction  in  the  cabinet  of  St.  Peters- 
burgh.  Unhappily,  our  disinterested  counsels  have  been  interpreted  as  an  intimidation,  and 
the  steps  of  England,  Austria,  and  France,  in  the  place  of  checking  the  struggle,  have  done 
nothing  but  to  embitter  it.  On  both  sides  are  conmiitted  excesses  which,  in  the  name  of 
humanity,  we  must  equally  deplore.  What,  then,  remuns  to  be  done  7  Are  we  reduced  to 
the  sole  alternative  of  war  or  silence  ?  No !  Without  rushing  to  arms,  and  without  remaining 
dlent,  a  means  is  left  to  us — that  is,  to  submit  the  Polish  cause  to  a  European  tribunal 
Russia  has  already  declared  that  a  conference  in  which  all  the  other  questions  now  agitating 
Europe  should  be  debated  would  in  nowise  wound  her  dignitv.  Let  us  note  and  act  u])on 
that  declaration.  Let  it  serve  us  to  extinguish  once  for  all  the  fermentations  of  discord  which 
are  ready  to  burst  out  on  all  sides,  and  out  of  the  very  disquiet  of  Europe,  agitated  every- 
where by  the  elements  of  dissolution,  let  a  new  era  of  peace  and  of  order  be  bom.  Has  not 
the  moment  come  for  reconstructing  on  a  new  base  the  edifice  shaken  by  time  and  destroyed 
piecemeal  by  revolution  7  Is  it  not  urgent  to  recognize  by  new  conventions  that  which  is  irre- 
Tocablv  accomplished,  and  to  accomplish  by  common  agreement  that  which  the  peace  of  the 
worid  demands  7  The  treaties  of  1815  have  ceased  to  exist  The  force  of  events  has  overthown 
them  or  tends  to  overthrow  them.  Almost  everywhere  they  have  been  violated — ^in  Greece,  in 
Belgium,  in  France,  in  Italy,  as  upon  the  Danube  Germany  is  endeavoring  to  change  them. 
En^and  has  generously  mo<ufied  them  b^  the  cession  of  the  Ionian  islands,  and  Russia  tramples 
them  under  foot  in  Warsaw.  In  the  midst  of  these  successive  violations  of  the  fundamental 
European  compact  ardent  passions  have  been  exdted,  and  in  the  south  as  in  the  north  powerful 
interests  demand  a  solution.  What,  then,  more  leffitimate  and  more  sensible  than  to  invite 
^  powMV  of  Europe  to  a  congress,  in  which  self-interests  and  resistance  would  disappear 
before  a  supreme  arDitration?  What  more  conformable  to  the  ideas  of  the  epoch  and  the  will 
of  the  greater  number  than  to  speak  to  the  consciences  and  reason  of  the  statesmen  of  every 
oount]^,  and  say  to  tbem:  '  Have  not  the  prejudices  and  rancor  which  divided  us  lasted  long 
eBough7  Shall  the  jealous  rivalries  of  the  preat  powers  unceasingly  impede  the  progress  <3 
otYiUzat^on 7  Are  we  still  to  maintiun  mutual  distrusts  by  exaggerated  armaments?  Must 
our  most  precious  resources  be  indefinitely  exhausted  in  a  vain  msplay  of  our  forces  7  Must 
we  eternally  maintain  a  condition  of  things  which  is  neither  peace  with  its  security  nor  waf 
with  its  happy  chances  7  Let  us  no  longer  lend  a  factious  importance  to  the  subversive  spirit 
of  extreme  parties  by  opposing  ourselves  on  narrow  calculations  to  the  legitimate  aspiration* 
of  peoples.  Let  us  have  the  courage  to  substitute  for  a  siddy  and  precarious  condition  of 
things  a  situation  solid  and  regular,  even  should  it  cost  us  some  sacrinces.  Let  us  assemble 
without  preconceived  svstem,  without  exclusive  ambition,  animated  alone  by  the  thought  of 
establishmg  an  order  of  things  for  the  future  on  the  well-understood  interests  of  soveroigna 
mnd  peoples. 

**This  appeal,  I  am  happy  to  believe,  will  be  listened  to  by  all.  A  refusal  would  sugeest 
the  existence  of  secret  projects  which  shunned  the  light.  But  even  should  the  propoMU  be 
not  unanimously  agreed  to,  it  would  produce  the  immense  advantage  of  having  pointed  out 
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to  Europe  wbere  the  dan^r  lies,  and  where  the  safetj.  Two  roads  are  open — the  one  con- 
ducts to  progress  by  conciliation  ^od  peace;  the  other,  sooner  or  later,  leads  fataUjr  to  war, 
from  obstinacy  in  maintaining  a  path  which  is  sinking  beneath  the  feet.  Yon  know,  now, 
(gentlemen,  the  language  whicm  I  propose  to  hold  towf^  Europe.  Approved  by  too,  sane- 
tioned  by  the  public,  it  cannot  fedl  to  be  listened  to,  since  I  speak  in  the  name  of  France." 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 


No.  427.]  Department  op  State, 

WasMnt^ton,  November  9,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  ^as  absent  from  this  city  from  the  Ist  until  the  9th  day  of  November 
in  attendance  on  a  member  of  my  family  dangerously  ill  at  Aubarn.  Owinf  to 
this  cause  my  notices  of  those  of  your  communications  which  were  received  aur- 
ing  that  interval  will  be  found  dilatory,  and  perhaps,  for  the  moment,  imperfect 

Tour  despatch,  No.  365,  has  been  received.  It  relates  to  the  United  States 
ship-of-war  Kearsarge  and  the  piratical  vessel  Florida.  I  cannot  say  that  this 
government  is  satisfied  with  the  decision  of  the  French  government  to  treat  the 
Florida  as  a  ship-of-war,  or  with  any  of  the  proceedings  which  the  Emperor  has 
based  upon  that  decision.  The  President  is  in  no  case  likely  to  concede  that 
the  government  of  the  Emperor  was  justified  in  regarding  as  a  lawful  belligerent 
a  vessel  that  was  built,  armed,  manned,  equipped,  and  despatched  from  a  foreign 
port  to  make  war  against  the  United  States,  and  has  pursued  a  piratical  career 
m  violation  of  the  law  of  nations  ever  since  she  left  that  port.  Nevertheless, 
your  proceeding  in  advising  the  commander  of  the  Kearsarge  to  avoid  a  conflict 
with  tbe  French  authorities  is  approved,  because  the  United  States  will  respect 
the  authority  of  France,  in  her  own  dominions,  so  long  as  France  does  not  assail 
the  United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Wm.  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  ^. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 


No.  428.J  Department  of  State, 

Wa^hingtont  November  10,  1803. 

Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  October  21  (No.  366)  has  been  received. 

The  subject  of  a  licence  for  the  exportation  of  the  French  tobacco  through  our 
blockade  has  been  heretofore  much  discussed  here  with  a  disposition  to  do  an 
act  of  liberality  towards  the  imperial  government.  But  recently  that  disposition 
has  been  much  embarrassed  by  the  proceedings  at  Brest  in  re^d  to  the  Florida, 
and  the  discovery  of  the  armament  of  pirates  at  Nantes  and  Bordeaux,  for  hos- 
tilities against  the  United  States.  The  subject  will  again  be  considered  by  the 
President,  in  view  of  the  very  prompt  and  honorable  proceedings  of  the  imperial 
government  in  arresting  the  armaments  in  the  French  ports,  and  Mr.  Mercier 
will  be  informed  of  the  decision. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

•     WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  ffc.,  9fc.,  Sfc. 
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Mr*  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton, 

[Extract.] 

No.  429]  Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  November  10,  1863. 

SiB :  I  find  here,  on  my  Fetam  from  Auburn,  your  two  despatches,  one  of 
October  22,  (No.  367,)  the  other  of  October  23,  (No.  368,)  together  with  a  copy 
of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  I'Huys's  note,  whi<^  announces  the  withdrawal  of  the  au- 
thorization that  had  been  imprudently  granted  to  Mr,  Annan  for  building  the 
iron-clads  which  he  designed  for  the  enemies  of  the  United  States. 

You  will  express  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  I'Huys  the  satisfaction  with  which  the 
President  regards  this  wise  and  just  proceeding — a  proceeding  equally  honorable 
to  France,  and  loyal  to  the  relations  existing  between  that  country  and  the 

United  States. 

•  •••••••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  4^.,  ^.,  ^t?. 


Mr»  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  374.]  Pabis,  November  13,  1863. 

SiB:  Your  despatches  from  No.  411  to  No.  424,  inclusive)  are  received,  (ex- 
cepting, however,  Nos.  421  and  423.) 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  I'Huys  having  failed  to  receive  the  diplomatic  corps  yesterday, 
I  have  nothing  of  special  interest  to  communicate. 

Although  the  foreign  department  did  not  go  so  far  as  to  promise  me  that  all 
work  on  these  vessels  building  for  the  rebek  at  Bordeaux  and  Nantes  should 
cease,  but  only  that  no  armament  and  no  deliveiy  should  be  had,  yet  our  consul 
at  Bordeaux  writes  me  that,  on  examination,  a  day  or  two  since,  not  a  man  was 
to  be  seen  employed  there.  On  his  prior  visits  the  vessels  and  the  yard  itself 
had  been  literally  alive  with  men. 

The  Emperor's  speech  and  his  subsequent  letter  to  the  European  powers, 
inviting  a  congress,  &c.,  are  now  attracting  all  attention.    It  is  doubtful  if  any 
congress,  embracing  all  the  great  powers,  will  get  together. 
I  aip,  sur,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Sfc,,  Sfc.,.  S(c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 


No.  430.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  November  14,  1863. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  instructions  of  this  department  to  you  relative  to 
the  exportation  of  tobacco  belonging  to  foreign  governments  in  the  United  States, 
I  enclose  a  copy  of  an  executive  order  of  the  10th  instant,  by  which  you  will 
perceive  the  condition  upon  which  such  exportation  has  been  licensed. 

It  is  expected  that  Mr.  Mercier  will  soon  adjust  with  me  the  particulars  of  the 
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regolatiotiB  in  regard  to  the  tobacco  belonging  to  France,  tbe  most  if  not  the 
whole  of  which  is  understood  to  be  at  Bicns»ntd. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^*,  ifc. 


EXECUTIVE  ORDER. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  November  10,  1863. 
In  consideration  of  peculiar  circumstances,  and  pursuant  to  the  comity  deemed 
to  be  due  to  friendly  powers,  any  tobacco  in  the  United  States  belonging  to  the 
government  either  of  France,  Austria,  or  any  other  state  with  which  this  Mun- 
try  is  at  peace,  and  which  tobacco  was  purchased  and  paid  for  by  such  govem- 
ment  prior  to  Uie  fourth  day  of  March,  1861,  may  be  exported  from  any  port  of  the 
Unitea  States  under  the  supervision  and  upon  the  responsibility  of  naval 
officers  of  such  governments,  and  in  conformity  to  such  regulations  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  and  not  otherwise. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Dayton. 


No.  431.]  Department  of  State, 

Wathmgton,  Nodember  16,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  despatches  to  No.  370,  indusive,  have  been  received. 

In  compliance  with  your  request  for  papers  showing  the  expectations  of  FrtAoe 
aind  Great  Britain  in  regard  to  the  equipment  of  privafteers  in  our  ports  duriag 
the  Crimean  war,  I  enclose  a  copy  of  executive  aocument  No.  103,  Ist  sesnmi 
of  the  33d  Congress,  which  contains  the  correspondence  between  Mr.Marcy  and 
Messrs.  de  Siurtiges  and  Crampton,  in  which  those  expectations  are  set  £am  and 
answered. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant^ 


William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  ^.,  8fe.f  Bfc. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARiy. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 


No.  434.]  Department  op  State, 

Washingtony  November  25,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  October  29,  (No.  371,)  which  giveaan 
account  of  the  entrance  of  the  pirate  Georgia  into  Cherbourg,  and  of  yoor  {w^o- 
ceedings  therein.  The  President's  views  of  these  events  have  been  made  known 
in  a  previous  communication. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  tfc.,  ijpc.,  8/c. 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Dayton. 

No.  437.]  Department  op  State, 

Watkington,  November  28,  1868. 
8iR :  I  transmit  for  your  information  a  copj  of  a  communication  of  the  23d 
instant,  addressed  by  this  department  to  Major  Greneral  Banks,  and  of  an  instrac- 
tion  of  the  same  date  (No.  88)  to  Mr.  Gorwin. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  ^.,  ^.,  ifc. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Dbpartmrnt  or  Statb, 

Waihin^Umy  November  28,  1863. 

OHnBAL:  I  have  received,  and  have  submitted  to  the  President,  year  three  despatches 
of  the  6th  7th,  and  9th,  lespectivelj. 

I  haye  great  pleasure  in  coDgratuIating  you  upon  your  successful  landing  and  occupation 
upon  the  Bio  Grande,  which  is  all  the  more  gratifying  because  it  was  effected  at  a  moment 
of  apparently  critical  interest  in  the  national  cause. 

Tou  haye  already  found  that  the  confusion,  resulting  from  civil  strife  and  foreign  war 
in  Mezioo,  offers  seductions  for  military  enterprise.  I  have,  therefore,  to  inform  you  of 
the  exact  condition  of  our  relations  towards  that  republic  at  the  present  time.  We  are  on 
terms  of  amity  and  friendship,  and  maintaining  diplomatic  relatioDS,  with  the  republic  of 
Mexico.  We  regard  that  country  as  the  theatre  of  a  foreign  war,  mingled  with  civil  strife. 
In  this  conflict  we  take  no  part,  and,  on  the  contrary,  we  practice  al)6olute  non-interven- 
tlon  and  non-interference.  In  command  of  the  frontier,  it  will  devolve  on  you,  as  far  at 
practicable  consistently  with  your  other  functions,  to  prevent  aid  or  supplies  being  given 
from  the  United  States  to  either  belligerent. 

Tou  will  defend  the  United  States  in  Texas  against  any  enemies  you  may  encounter 
there,  whether  domestic  or  foreign.  Nevertheless,  you  will  not  enter  any  part  of  Mexico, 
nnlets  it  he  temporarily,  and  then  clearly  necessary  for  the  protection  of  your  own  lives 
against  aggression  from  the  Mexican  border.  Tou  can  assume  no  authority  in  Mexioo  to 
protect  dtiflens  of  the  United  States  there,  much  lees  to  redress  there  wrongs  or  injuries 
committed  against  the  United  States  or  their  dtiaens,  whether  those  wrongs  or  injuries 
were  committed  on  one  side  of  the  border  or  the  other.  If  consuls  find  their  positions  un- 
safe on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  horder,  let  them  leave  the  country,  rather  than  invoke  the 
protection  of  your  forces.  These  directions  result  from  the  fixed  determination  of  the 
President  to  avoid  any  departure  from  lawful  neutrality,  and  any  unnecessary  and  unlawful 
enlargement  of  the  present  field  of  war.  But,  at  the  same  time,  you  will  he  expected  to 
observe  military  and  political  events  as  they  occur  in  Mexico,  and  to  communicate  all  that 
shall  be  important  for  this  government  to  understand  concerning  them.  It  is  hardly  neces- 
sary to  say  that  any  suggestions  you  may  think  proper  to  give  for  the  guidance  of  the 
government  in  its  relations  towards  Mexioo  will  be  considered  with  that  profound  respect 
which  is  always  paid  to  the  opinions  which  yon  express. 

In  making  this  communication,  I  have  endeavored  to  avoid  entering  into  the  sphere  of 
your  military  operations,  and  to  confine  myself  simply  to  that  in  which  you  are  in  contact, 
witn  the  political  movements  now  going  on  in  Mexico. 
I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLLAM  H.  SEWAID. 

Mi^r  General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Oommandmg  the  Department  ef  ike  QWt  BrowntvUle^  Texas, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Corwin. 

No.  88.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  23, 1863. 
Sir:  Yonr  despatch  of  October  26  (No.  47)  has  been  received  and  sabmitted 
to  the  President,  and  70U  will  accept  his  grateM  acknowledgments  for  the  very 
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intereBting  information  and  judicious  observations  which  it  contains  conoeniing 
the  present  condition  of  Mexico. 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  contained  in  your  despatch,  I  have  to  inform  you  that, 
in  the  absence  of  further  instructions  m>m  this  department,  you  will  be  expected 
to  remain  in  the  same  relations  as  now  towards  the  government  of  the  United 
States  in  Mexico. 

If  for  any  cause  your  residence  in  the  city  of  Mexico  shall  become  intolerable 
or  seriously  inconvenient,  you  will  be  at  liberty  to  resort  to  any  other  part  of  the 
country,  or  to  return  to  the  United  States.  No  contingency  is  now  anticipated 
in  which  you  will  be  expected  to  address  yourself  to  any  other  government 
than  the  one  to  which  you  are  accredited. 

I  give  you,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  an  instruction  that  has  been  givm 
to  Major  General  Banks  since  his  occupation  of  Brownsville,  in  Texas. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Thomas  Cobwin,  Esq.,  ifc.,  ifc.,  Sfc. 
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[NoTB. — Most  of  the  consalar  correepondence,  which  it  is  deemed  expedient  to  commnni- 
cate  to  (Congress,  usually  accompanies  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  commer- 
cial relations  of  the  United  States  with  foreign  countries,  which  is  transmitted  to  Congress 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  August  16,  1842,  and  August  18,  1856,  unless 
any  of  such  correspondence  is  otherwise  specially  required  to  be  communicated  by  either 
tranch  of  Congress  ] 


GREAT    BRITAIN. 


Mr.  Winthrop  to  Mr.  F.  W.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  60.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Malta,  September  16,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  would  beg  to  infonn  you  that  Messrs.  Tolentini,  Rara,  and  Pignachi, 
three  educa^d  young  officers  who  were  with  General  Garibaldi  in  his  recent 
expedition,  are  now  leaving  for  the  United  States  on  purpose  to  join  our  aimy. 
Many  others  who  are  similarly  situated  will  be  readily  disposed,  with  little  as- 
sistance, to  pursue  a  similar  course.  I  shall  do  what  I  can  to  aid  them  in 
carrying  out  their  honorable  intentions.  The  most  whom  I  have  met  of  the 
Garibaldian  volunteers  are  high-spirited,  gallant  young  men,  and  well  acquainted 
with  military  tactics  from  having  served  in  the  regular  army. 

Mr.  Tolentini,  who  kindly  favored  me  with  his  notes  during  the  recent  cam- 
pai^,  was  introduced  by  the  Spanish  consul,  and  is  highly  recommended. 

Being  without  passports  or  means,  I  have  given  these  officers  some  certificates. 
•  ••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  WINTHROP, 

United  States  Consul, 
F.  W.  Seward, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Setoard  to  Mr.  Winthrop. 

No.  75.J  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  October  16,  1862. 

Sib  :  Your  despatch.  No.  50,  in  regard  to  the  employment  of  foreign  officers 
in  our  service,  has  been  received. 

The  course  which  you  have  adopted  does  not  meet  with  the  approval  of  the 
department.  .,,,... .,  ^OOglC 
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Its  views  upon  this  sabject  were  oommanicated  to  you  and  the  other  consolar 
oflficers  of  the  United  States  in  circular  No.  11,  on  the  8th  of  May  last  A  copy 
of  that  circular  is  herewith  again  transmitted,  by  which  you  will  be  car^ 
hereafter  to  be  guided. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Assistant  Secretary. 
W.  WiNTHBOP,  Esq., 

Unked  States  Consul,  Malta. 


[Circular  to  Consular  Officers,  No.  11.] 

Dbpabtmbnt  op  State, 

WashingtoH,  May  8,  1862. 
Sir  :  You  are  doubtless  aware  that  since  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion  in  this 
country  many  military  officers  who  have  served  with  distinction  in  the  armies 
of  Europe  have  arrived  here  for  the  purpose  of  offering  their  services  to  this 
government. 

Some  of  those  who  brought  testimonials  from  United  States  ministers  abroad 
have  been  furnished  with  commissions. 

As,  however,  it  is  not  now  in  contemplation  to  increase  the  numbei^  either 
in  officers  or  soldiers  already  in  the  field,  you  will  inform  all  such  fforeign 
officers  as  may  apply  to  you  for  service  in  the  army  of  the  United  St&tes,^that 
the  government,  while  grateful  for  such  offers,  must,  for  the  future,  decline  ac- 
cepting them,  as  the  list  of  officers  is  complete,  and  recruiting  for  the  rank  and 
file  has  been  ordered  to  cease. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIA.M  H.    SEWARD. 

W.  WiNTHROP, 

Consul  of  the  United  States,  Malta. 


Mr,  Underwood  to  Mr,  Sevard. 

No.  6.J  United  States  Consulate, 

Glasgow,  November  5,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  been  informed  of  a  new  way  "  to  raise  the  wind,"  adopted 
by  the  confederate  government,  and  now  in  full  tide  of  experiment  here  and  in 
England. 

Certificates  or  obligations  promising  to  pay  or  deliver  a  certain  quantity  of 
cotton  at  any  of  the  confederate  ports  to  the  holder  or  bearer,  at  a  price  according 
to  its  quality,  fixed  in  the  certificate  or  obligation,  are  issued  by  the  confederate 
government,  and  sent  out  here  for  sale.  They  are  presented,  before  beins  placed 
on  the  market,  to  Mr.  Mason,  who  certifies  to  tneir  genuineness  and  I^;ality. 
Appropriate  blanks  are  filled  up,  according  to  the  quantity  and  quality  of  tbe 
cotton  to  be  furnished  and  the  price  paid,  and  which  price  is  about  fivepence 
per  pound.  And  the  party  thus  acquiring  and  holding  one  of  these  obligaticms 
nas  the  right  to  demand,  at  any  time  when  presented  at  any  of  their  ports,  coi> 
ton  corresponding  with  the  quality  described. 
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I  do  not  voacli  lor  the  accuracy  of  this  statement;  it  is,  however,  ibmiBhed 
me  bj  a  gentleman  of  high  character  and  intelligence  as  true. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  UNDERWOOD. 

United  States  Ckmsul, 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Undertco^d. 

Department  op  State, 
1  Washington,  Novemher  24,  1862. 

Sib  :  Your  despatch  No.  6,  of  November  5,  has  been  received.  The  scheme 
of  the  insurgents  to  raise  Ainds,  which  you  describe,  is  dependent  on  their  suc- 
cess. It  is  coining  the  sympathv  of  their  friends  in  £urope,  and  that  is  a  source 
of  revenue  always  spe^ily  exhausted.  The  present  efficacy  of  the  blockade 
is  quite  likely  to  hurry  the  natural  decline  of  credit  built  on  so  precarious  a 
foundation. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
W.  L.  Undebwood,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  Crlasgow. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  I88.J  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  December  8,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  just  learned  more  about  the  sale  of  the  confederate  bonds.  Some 
of  the  particulars  I  wrote  are  not  correct.  The  amount  raised  is  seven  hundred 
and  finy  thousand  pounds  sterling.  The  amount  of  bonds  sold  are  three  mil- 
lions of  pounds  sterling.  The  rate  at  which  they  were  sold,  or  taken,  was 
five  shillings  on  the  pound,  equal  to  twenty -five  cents  per  dollar.  They  have 
been  taken  by  merchants,  manufacturers,  and,  probably,  others.  Cotton  has 
been  pledged  for  their  redemption.  The  price  is  seven  cents  per  pound  in  the 
States.  I  have  not  as  yet  learned  when  the  bonds  are  to  be  paid  or  how  the 
pledged  cotton  is  to  be  held.  I  am  promised  more  of  the  details.  Frazer, 
Trenholm  &:  Company,  Leech,  Harrison  &  Forwood,  Ranken,  Houghton  & 
Company,  and  Femie  Brothers,  have  taken  large  amounts.  Three  houses  at 
Manchester  have  taken.  From  what  I  learn,  most  of  the  prominent  houses 
and  business  men  here  have  taken  more  or  less  of  these  bonds.  I  understand 
they  have  gone  into  it  as  a  matter  of  business.  Their  calculations  are  that  the 
bonids  will  be  good,  whatever  happens.  If  the  south  succeeds,  (which  is  con- 
sidered certain,)  the  government  is  bound,  and  will  pay;  if  they  fail,  in  any 
compromise  or  settlement  made  between  the  north  and  the  south,  arrangements 
will  be  made  with  the  north  to  pav  these  bonds  held  by  English  creditors,  (and 
no  doubt  Mr.  Mason  has  promised  them  this;)  that  if  the  worst  comes,  the  cot- 
ton pledged,  in  any  event,  will  be  forthcoming  to  pay  them.  They  being  British 
subjects,  consider  that  they  can  claim  this  cotton,  even  as  against  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States — if  not  before,  at  least  after  peace  is  declared.  Such 
are  their  calculations.  The  questions  of  destruction  of  cotton  by  fire  and  repu- 
diation, two  favorite  measures  inaugurated  by  the  south,  have  been  entirely 
overlooked  f'^  T 
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If  their  calculations  are  sound,  and  the  bonds  good,  it  must  be  confessed  in 
this,  as  in  most  other  cases,  these  Englishmen  have  looked  to  their  own  interests, 
and  driven  a  hard  bargain  with  their  particular  friends  in  the  south  whom  thej 
profess  so  much  to  admire. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Dudley. 


N6.  133.J  Department  op  State, 

WashingtoHy  December  29,  1862. 
Sir:  Your  despatch  of  December  8,  numbered  188,  has  been  received.  The 
information  it  gives  is  of  the  highest  importance.  You  will  please  give  us  addi- 
tional information,  as  fast  as  you  can  obtain  it,  concerning  the  names  of  the 
negotiators,  buyers,  and  holders  of  the  bonds  of  the  insurgents.  It  is  desirable 
to  know,  if  possible,  the  sums  held  by  each  party,  and  the  considerations  paid 
for  it,  whether  in  money  or  supplies  and  munitions. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
T.  H.  Dudley,  Esq., 

United  Statet  Consul,  Liverpool, 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract] 

No.  169.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  November  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  the  New  York  Times  of  October  27  there  is  a  most  unfair  criticism 
upon  me4  and  somewhat  of  a  reflection  upon  the  State  Department,  with  regard 
to  the  steamer  290,  now  called  the  Alabama.  ♦  *  *  *  ♦ 
I  only  refer  to  it  to  contradict  the  absurd  statement  that  there  has  been  an 
agreement  or  understanding,  between  the  loyal  American  shippers  at  Liverpool 
and  the  persons  controlling  the  Alabama  for  the  exemption  of  emigrant  ships ; 
and  I  should  not  have  deemed  it  necessary  even  to  notice  this,  if  it  had  been 
made  by  a  less  respectable  journal  than  the  New  York  Times.  I  have  made 
inquiry  of  all  the  leading  shipping  houses  here,  and  they,  one  and  all,  assure  me 
that  there  is  not  the  least  foundation  for  the  assertion.  ^In  these  very  sensitive 
times,  when  everything  is  seized  upon,  magnified,  and  distorted,  and  persons 
found  in  well-informed  circles  credulous  enough  .to  believe  almost  anything,  it 
may  be  well  enough  to  contradict  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CONSULAR  C0KRE8P0NDENCE.  1347 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Dudley. 

No.  121.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington*  November  28,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  (No.  169)  of  November  11,  1862,  has  been  received. 

The  records  of  this  department  abound  in  evidences  of  your  loyalty,  activity, 
and  diligence,  and  they  abundantly  refute  the  insidious  article  to  which  you 
have  directed,  my  attention.  Yet  it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  go  into  the  press 
to  correct  such  misapprehensions.  The  temper  of  the  times  favors  the  pro- 
duction of  such  scandals.  A  new  one  follows  the  exposure  of  any  one  that  is 
exploded.  Happily  the  public  judgment  is  not  profoundly  affected  by  any  of 
them.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  Congress  may  call  for  the  consular  correspondence. 
In  that  case  your  vindication  will  come  before  the  public,  without  the  manifesta- 
tion of  any  uneasiness  on  your  part,  and,  therefore,  it  will  be  more  effective. 

I  have  furnished  to  the  Navy  Department  the  interesting  facts  contained  in 
your  despatch  now  acknowledged. 

More  iron-clads  are  necessary  for  the  taking  of  Charleston.  The  building  of 
them  has  seemed  slow,  but  they  are  now  beginning  to  move  to  their  proper  field 
of  duty.  The  Ironsides  and  the  Passaic  have  gone  there,  and  eight  more,  I 
think,  will  reach  Charleston  in  time  to  anticipate  the  fleets  that  are  now  fitting 
out  in  Europe. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

T.  H  Dudley,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  Literpool, 


Mr.  Chase  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Treasury  Department,  December  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  necessity  of  new  methods  of  protecthig  the  interests  of  the  revenue 
in  the  transit  of  goods  entering  our  ports  for  Canada  makes  it  desirable  that  I 
should  be  possessed  of  the  methods  adopted  in  England,  France,  Switzerland, 
Germany,  and  Austria,  in  the  transhipment  of  ffoods  across  the  frontiers  or  into 
their  ports,  for  export  to  a  foreign  land,  with  all  the  forms  used,  and  all  the  fees 
charged. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  send  me  such  information  as  may 
be  in  the  Department  of  State ;  and  if  this  information  is  not  in  your  possession, 
I  shall  be  glad  if  it  may  be  obtained  from  our  ministers  and  consuls  abroad. 
With  great  respect, 

S.  P.  CHASE, 
Secretary/  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Chase. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  24,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  12th  instant,  in  regard  to  the  collection  and  protection  of  the  revenue  in 
foreign  countries,  and  to  inform  you  that,  agreeably  to  yoi^jjipggettiQp^acirf 
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cular  letter,  of  which  a  copy  is  herewith  enclosed,  has  been  transmitted  to  our 
diplomatic  and  consular  officers  in  Europe,  requesting  them  to  fombh  the  m- 
formation  which  you  desire. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Hon.  S.  P.  Chase, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


[Circular  No.  30.] 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  December  2i,  1862. 

To  the  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  of  the  United  States: 

The  necessity  of  devising  new  modes  of  protecting  the  interests  of  the  reve- 
nue of  the  United  States,  and  of  carrying  such  methods  into  execution,  makes 
it  desirable  that  the  Treasury  Department  should  be  informed  of  the  means 
adopted  by  the  several  nations  of  Europe  for  the  protection  of  their  respective 
revenues  and  the  collection  of  duties  in  the  passage  of  goods  across  the  nadonal 
frontiers,  and  in  the  transhipment  in  their  ports  for  export  to  a  foreign  land. 

I  have,  therefore,  to  request,  at  the  instance  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
that  you  will  furnish  the  department  with  such  information  upon  this  subject  u 
you  can  obtain  in  respect  to  the  country  of  your  official  residence ;  also,  with 
the  forms  which  are  used,  the  rules  and  regulations  in  force,  the  fees  chai^ged, 
and  other  expenses  incurred  in  the  foreign  revenue  service. 

WILLL^M  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Chase, 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  21,  1863. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  communication  of  the  17th  July,  in  regard  to  certain 
provisions  of  the  "act  increasing  temporarily  the  duties  on  imports,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  and  more  particularly  the  section  of  that  act  relating  to  the  verifica- 
tion of  invoices,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  the  instructioDB 
upon  the  subject  embodied  in  circulars  Nos.  17  and  29,  (copies  of  which  are 
herewith  transmitted,)  after  having  been  snbmitted  to  the  Treasury  Department, 
were  transmitted  to  all  our  consular  officers  for  their  instruction  and  guidance. 

The  department  is  quite  aware  of  the  frauds  which  have  heretofore  been  per- 
petrated by  a  system  of  undervaluation  and  double  invoices,  one  for  the  custom- 
nouse,  and  the  other  for  the  seller  of  the  imported  goods,  for  the  prevention  of 
which  frauds  various  provisions  were  introduced  into  the  acts  of  the  30tli 
August,  1842,  and  the  10th  of  August,  1846,  which  were  explained  and  enforced 
by  the  treasury  circulars  of  the  11th,  26th,  and  28th  of  November,  1846,  and 
the  7th  of  August  and  26th  of  December,  1848 ;  and,  also,  that  the  introduction 
into  the  act  of  the  17th  of  July,  of  the  provision  which  requires  aU  invoices  to 
be  authenticated  by  our  consular  officers  abroad,  was  intended  by  the  framers 
of  that  act  to  meet  and  correct  the  fraudulent  devices  which  still  continue  to  be 
practiced,  greatly  to  the  detriment  of  our  revenue. 

It  has,  however,  been  found,  in  executing  the  provisions  of  the  act,  that  diffi 
culties  have  arisen  which  were  not  anticipated  at  the  time  of  its  passage. 

The  17th  section  of  the  act  requires  the  oath  to  an  invoice  to  be  administered 
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by  a  consular  officer  of  the  United  States,  or,  if  there  be  no  such  officer  in  the 
district,  by  some  officer  duly  authorized  to  administer  oaths. 

The  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  execution  of  this  provision  are  two-fold : 

First.  In  very  few  foreign  countries  are  our  consuls  authorized,  by  treaty 
stipulation  or  by  the  local  law,  to  administer  oaths. 

Secondly.  In  scarcely  any  country  are  the  local  officers  permitted  to  admin- 
ister such  oaths  as  are  required  by  our  revenue  laws. 

This  you  wUl  more  clearly  perceive  from  a  perusal  of  the  despatches,  here- 
with enclosed,  of  which  a  list  is  annexed. 

In  Great  Britain,  a  consul  of  a  foreign  state,  although  authorized  by  the  laws 
of  his  own  country  to  administer  an  oath  in  verification  of  a  document  to  be 
used  in  such  country,  would  not  be  recognized  by  the  English  law  as  a  person 
duly  authorized  to  administer  an  oath,  unless  also  authorized  by  some  enactment 
of  Parliament,  of  which  there  is  none.  Nor  would  an  indictment  lie  for  a  false 
oath  to  an  invoice  administered  even  by  a  justice  of  the  peace  or  a  commissioner 
duly  qualified  to  administer  oaths,  for  the  reason  that  the  English  law  does  not 
recognize  such  oaths  as  criminal  acts. 

In  France,  neither  the  consul  of  the  United  States  nor  any  local  magistrate 
can  administer  an  oath  to  a  French  citizen,  of  the  character  required  oy  our 
revenue  acts,  which  would  be  held  valid  by  a  French  court  of  law,  unless — 
which  is,  perhaps,  hardly  probable — the  case  might  be  brought  within  the  pro- 
visions of  the  6th  article  of  the  consular  convention  with  France. . 

In  Prussia,  we  are  informed  by  our  consul  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  that  it  has 
always  been  known  that  an  oath  administered  by  a  consul  has  no  legal  force. 

In  Sweden,  such  an  oath  has  only  a  moral,  and  not  a  legal  force. 

In  Italy,  the  Italian  law  does  not  recognize  oaths  of  this  nature,  (niercantile 
oaths,)  it  matters  not  by  whom  administered. 

In  Germany,  a  consul  is  not  authorized  by  any  of  the  governments  to  admin- 
ister oaths,  although  he  is  not  prohibited  from  doing  so,  and  no  local  magistrate 
is  allowed  to  administer  affirmatory  oaths  except  in  open  court ;  hence  it  follows 
that  the  law  of  Germany,  by  which  oaths  are  limited  to  the  least  number  of 
cases  possible,  does  not  reeard  a  Mse  statement  made  upon*  oath  before  any 
foreign  consul  as  perjury,  but  as  simply  a  fraud,  though  aggravated  by  being; 
perpetrated  before  an  official  person,  and  on  a  solemn  occasion. 

An  examination  of  the  law  of  other  countries  would  disclose,  it  is  believed^, 
similar  results. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  some  further  legislation  may  be  hereafter  requisite, . 
unless  the  objects  which  the  government  has  in  view  in  protecting  the  revenue 
can  be  accomplished  by  departmental  regulation. 

An  examination  of  the  revenue  laws  of  other  countries  shows  that  it  is  the 
policv  of  foreign  governments  to  limit,  as  far  as  possible,  the  number  of  cases  in 
which  oaths  are  required  to  be  taken ;  and,  as  oaths  of  the  character  required 
by  our  revenue  laws  are  neither  known  nor  regarded  as  having  legal  force,  it 
may  be  inferred  that  such  oaths,  when  taken  by  subjects  of  foreign  countries, 
not  familiar  with  our  laws,  before  our  consuls  or  in  our  custom-houses,  are  re- 
garded as  mere  forms,  and  without  any  authoritative  or  moral  sanction. 
-  May  it  not  be  well,  then,  to  notice  carefully  the  modes  adopted  by  the  older 
governments  of  Europe  for  the  prevention  of  frauds  in  the  collection  of  their 
revenues  ? 

And,  in  this  connexion,  I  beg  leave  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  memoran- 
dum.of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuvs,  which  accompanies  the  note  of  Mr.  Dayton,  our 
minister  at  Paris,  in  which  he  explains  the  system  of  "pre-emption"  which  is 
adopted  in  the  French  custom-houses ;  (by  this  term  it  is  to  be  understood  the 
government  reserves  to  itself  the  right  to  take,  on  its  own  account,  at  the  invoice 
price,  any  articles  therein  which  it  considers  to  be  undervalued.)  t 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  THuys  observes,  that  *•  the  adoption  of  the  federaC^o^n^ 
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ment  of  this  system,  eminently  favorable  to  commerce,  and  at  the  same  time 
efficacious  against  fraud,  would  be,  in  eflFect,  the  best  means  of  remedying  the 
inconveniences  of  false  declarations  of  value,  which  it  is  difficult  to  prevent  in 
requiring  an  oath  deprived  of  legal  sanction."  He  concludes  by  observing  "  that 
the  French  and  English  governments,  whom  a  long  practice  has  permitted  to 
appreciate  the  utility  of  pre-emption,  have  not  hesitated  to  introduce  it,  by  com- 
mon consent,  in  1860,  into  their  conventional  custom  duty." 

A  step  in  this  direction  was  taken  by  the  enactment  of  the  provisions  of  the 
18th  section  of  the  act  of  30th  of  August,  1842,  and  the  instructions  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  collectors  and  appraisers,  in  accordance  therewith,  of  the 
58th  November,  1846.  To  what  extent  the  system  is  now  in  operation  this 
department  has  no  knowledge. 

I  may  be  pardoned  also  for  su^gestin^  that  perhaps,  in  view  of  the  difficulties 
indicated  by  our  consuls  at  Belfast  and  Lyons,  in  their  remarks  on  obtainiDg 
the  true  valuation  of  such  articles  as  linens  and  silks,  except  by  professional  ex- 
perts or  individuals  of  long  experience,  such  a  change  in  our  system  of  appraise- 
ment and  home  valuation  as  is  indicated  in  an  article  in  Hunt's  Merchants' 
Magazine,  volume  37,  pp.  679-684,  might  be  found  worthy  of  consideration, 
especially  as  it  is  understood  that  it  has  heretofore  attracted  the  favorable  regard 
of  the  Treasury  Department. 

I  will  thank  you,  after  making  such  use  of  the  information  therein  as  you 
think  proper,  to  return  the  despatches  which  are  herewith  enclosed. 

I  should  also  be  pleased  to  receive  from  you  any  suggestions  which  you  may 
think  best  adapted  to  meet  and  overcome  the  difficulties  which  have  arisen  in 
executing  the  law  of  Congress  to  which  I  have  invited  your  attention. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Hon.  S.  P.  Chase, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


[Circular  No.  17.] 

Department^  State, 

Washingtofi,  July  31,  186^ 

To  the  Consular  Officers  of  the  United  States : 

At  the  instance  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  I  have  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  twenty-second  section  of  the  "  act  increasing  temporarily  the  duties  on 
imports,  and  for  other  purposes,"  of  which  a  newspaper  copy  has  already  been 
transmitted  to  you. 

You  will  perceive  "  that  the  privilege  of  purchasing  supplies  from  the  public 
warehouses  duty  free"  is  "  extended,  under  such  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  shall  prescribe,  to  the  vessels-of-war  of  any  nation,  in  ports  of 
the  United  States,  which  may  reciprocate  such  privilege  towards  the  vessels-of- 
war  of  the  United  States  in  its  ports."  A  copy  of  Uie  "  regulations"  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  which  reference  is  here  made,  will  be  transmitted 
to  you. 

You  are  instructed,  immediately  after  the  receipt  of  this  circular,  to  commu- 
nicate a  copy  of  the  provision  of  the  law  above  mentioned,  and  also  of  the 
"  regulations"  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  the  chief  local  authority  of 
the  consular  district  in  which  you  reside,  and  ascertain  if  the  "  privilege  of 
purchasing  supplies  from  the  public  warehouses  duty  free"  is  now  or  will  be 
extended  to  the  vessels-of-war  of  the  United  States.  You  will,  immediately 
after  obtaining  this  information,  communicate  it  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiji 
and  also  to  this  department.  - y  u-^v.  ^y  ^^^  ^c^^^ 
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Tour  attention  is  likewise  directed  to  the  provisions  of  the  seventeenth, 
eighteenth,  and  nineteenth  sections  of  the  same  act.    A  copj  of  these  three 
*  sections  is  hereto  annexed. 

You  will  observe  that  it  is  provided  by  the  seventeenth  section  of  the  act, 
"  that  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  November,  1862,  no  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise subject  to  ad  valorem  or  specific  duty,  whether  belonging  to  a  person 
or  persons  residing  in  the  United  States  or  otherwise,  or  whether  acquired  by 
the  ordinary  process  of  bargain  and  sale,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  amnitted  to 
entry,  unless  the  invoice  of  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  be  verified  by 
the  oath  of  the  owner,  or  one  of  the  owners,  or,  in  the  absence  of  the  owner, 
one  of  the  party  who  is  authorized  by  the  owner  to  make  the  shipment  and 
sign  the  invoice  of  the  same,  certifying  that  the  invoice  annexed  contains  a  true 
and  faithfdl  account,  if  subject  to  ad  valorem  duty  and  obtained  by  purchase, 
of  the  actual  cost  thereof,  and  of  all  charges  thereon,  and  that  no  discounts, 
bounties,  or  drawbacks  are  contained  in  the  said  invoice  but  such  as  have  actually 
been  allowed  on  the  same ;  and  when  consigned  or  obtained  in  any  manner 
other  than  by  purchase,  the  actual  market  value  thereof;  and  if  subject  to 
specific  duty,  of  the  actual  quantity  thereof;  which  said  oath  shall  be  adminis- 
tered by  the  consul  or  commercial  agent  of  the  United  States  in  the  district 
where  the  goods  are  manufactured,  or  from  which  they  are  sent ;  and  if  there 
be  no  consul  or  commercial  agent  of  the  United  States  in  the  said  district,  the 
verification  hereby  required  shall  be  made  by  the  consul  or  commercial  agent  of 
the  United  States  at  the  nearest  point,  or  at  the  port  from  which  the  goods  are 
shipped,  in  which  case  the  oath  shall  be  administered  by  some  public  officer  duly 
autliorized  to  administer  oaths,  and  transmitted,  with  a  copy  of  the  invoice,  to 
the  consul  or  commercial  agent  for  his  authentication ;  and  this  act  shall  be  con- 
strued only  to  modify,  and  not  repeal,  the  act  of  March  1,  1823,  entitled  *  An 
act  supplementary  to,  and  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  regulate  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,'  passed  March  2,  1779,  and  for 
other  purposes,'  and  the  forms  of  the  oaths  therein  set  forth  shall  be  modified 
accordingly.  And  there  shall  be  paid  to  the  said  consul,  vice-consul,  or  com- 
mercial agent,  by  the  person  or  persons  by  or  in  behalf  of  whom  the  said 
invoices  are  presented  and  deposited,  one  dollar  for  each  and  every  invoice 
verified,  which  shall  be  accounted  for  by  the  officers  receiving  the  same,  in  such 
manner  as  is  now  required  by  the  laws  regulating  the  fees  and  salaries  of  consuls 
and  commercial  agents." 

You  will  carefully  notice  that,  under  the  foregoing  provisions  of  law,  all 
invoices  of  goods  imported  into  the  United  States  must  be  verified  by  a  consul, 
vice-consul,  or  commercial  agent  of  the  United  States,  provided  there  is  such  an 
officer  in  the  country  where  the  goods  are  manufactured  or  from  which  they  are 
sent.  Great  abuses  have  sprung  from  the  practice,  which  has  prevailed  to  some 
extent,  of  the  verification  of  invoices  by  the  consular  officer  residing  at  the  port 
of  shipment  instead  of  the  one  within  whose  consular  jurisdiction  the  goods 
have  been  manufactured  or  prepared  for  exportation.  Consular  certificates,  under 
such  circumstances,  must  be  often  granted  without  due  knowledge  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  invoices  or  the  prices  of  the  goods  designated  therein.  The  recent 
act  prohibits  such  a  practice,  and  it  can  no  longer  be  tolerated.  It  wUl  be  made 
the  duty  of  the  officers  of  the  customs  to  scrutinize  very  carefully  all  invoices 
of  goods  presented  for  entry,  and  should  there  be  reason  to  believe  that  the 
invoices  have  been  undervidued,  or  any  attempt  has  been  made  to  defraud  the 
revenue  of  the  United  States,  the  full  penalty  of  the  law  will  be  enforced. 

Consular  officers  are  not  to  verify  invoices  or  issue  a  consular  certificate  as  a 
matter  of  course,  but  only  after  a  careful  and  thorough  examination. 

The  appraisers  of  the  United  States  will  be  instructed  to  report  all  cases 
which  may  come  to  their  knowledge  of  invoices  improperly  authenticated,  and 
the  name  of  every  consular  officer  by  whose  negligence  or  ^M^snc^Q0^s^lar: 
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certificate  is  granted.  Should  it  appear  that  the  complaint  is  well  founded,  a 
repetition  of  the  offence  will  furnish  ground  for  the  immediate  removal  of  the 
delinquent. 

It  is  in  the  power  of  the  consular  officers  of  the  United  States,  bj  due  atten- 
tion and  vigilance,  to  do  much  towards  checking  and  preventing  the  numeroiu 
frauds  which  are  practiced  upon  the  revenue ;  and  they  are  earnestly  enjoined 
to  regard  their  efforts  for  these  objects  as  the  most  important  services  which 
thev  can  render  in  conniexion  with  the  faithful  collection  of  the  revenue. 

The  attention  of  the  consular  officers  of  the  United  States  in  the  British  North 
American  provinces  is  directed  to  the  proviso,  which  they  are  instructed  care- 
fully to  observe,  of  the  seventeenth  section  of  the  above-mentioned  aet,  which 
prescribes  "  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  require  for  goods 
imported  under  the  reciprocity  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  signed  June  5,  1854, 
any  other  consular  certificate  than  is  now  required  by  law;"  and  also  to  the 
third  section  of  the  "act  to  further  provide  for  the  collection  of  the  revenue  upon 
the  northern,  northeastern,  and  northwestern  frontiers,  and  for  other  purposes.** 
This  section  is  as  follows : 

"  Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  goods  imported  under  the  reci- 
procity treaty  with  Great  Britain  may  be  entered  at  any  port  on  the  northern, 
northeastern,  and  northwestern  frontiers  of  the  United  States,  upon  eatisfactory 
evidence  being  given  to  the  collector  at  the  port  where  such  goods  are  offered 
for  entry  that  they  are  of  the  growth  or  production  of  Canada,  without  the 
consular  certificate  now  required." 

Consular  officers  are  instructed  that  so  much  of  the  sixteenth  chapter  of  the 
consular  regulations  on  the  subject  of  the  verification  of  invoices,  and  of  the 
thirty-second  chapter  in  regard  to  the  duties  of  consular  officers  in  the  British 
Nortn  American  provinces,  and  also  of  the  consular  tariff  of  fees,  as  is  incon- 
sistent with  the  provisions  of  the  acts  to  which  reference  is  herein  made,  is,  fron 
the  date  at  which  the  said  acts  respectively  take  effect,  annulled. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


[Circular  No.  29.] 

Depabtmbnt  op  State, 

Washii^Um,  November  20,  1863. 

To  the  Ckmndar  Officers  of  the  United  States: 

Many  inquiries  having  been  made  by  consular  officers  of  the  United  States  in 
regard  to  the  operation  of  the  seventeenth  section  of  the  tariff  act  of  the  14th  of 
July  last,  requiring  all  invoices  t^  be  verified  by  consular  certificates,  an  extract 
from  which,  accompanying  circular  No.  17  of  this  department,  has  been  hereto- 
fore transmitted  to  you,  the  following  additional  instructions  upon  the  subject 
are  given,  at  the  instance  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  your  information 
and  guidance. 

First.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the  department  to  make  the  execution  of  this  law 
as  little  burdensome  to  shippers  as  may  be  compatible  with  its  requirements, 
and  to  avoid,  as  far  as  possible,  creating  any  new  embarrassments  in  our  foreign 
trade. 

Invoices  of  all  goods  are  to  be  verified  by  "  oath  administered  by  the  consul 
or  commercial  agent  of  the  United  States  in  the  district  where  the  goods  are 
manufactured  or  from  which  they  are  sent."  For  instance,  goods  manufactured 
in  Manchester  are  shipped  from  Liverpool.  In  such  a  case  the  invoices  are  to 
be  verified  by  the  United  States  consul  at  Manchester,  who  ia^presumed  to  be 

..gitizedbyCOOgle 
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better  able  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  rerenue  firom  fraudalent  invoicesy 
which  is  the  aim  and  end  of  the  seventeenth  section. 

Secondly.  Articles  of  merchandise,  such,  for  example,  as  clothes  and  jewelry, 
are  brought  to  a  certain  condition  in  one  place,  and  then  sent  to  a  second,  and 
Bubseqnentlj  to  a  third,  to  receive  some  change  in  color,  character,  or  vafue; 
and,  when  perfected,  are  brouffht  to^ommon  centres  of  commerce  for  shipment,  " 
as  Hambnrg,  Paris,  Liverpool,  or  London,  where  they  are  invoiced.  All  such 
goods  are  to  be  certified  by  the  consul  of  the  district  whence  they  are  shippe4» 
subject,  however,  to  a  wise  discretion,  which  is  always  to  be  exercised  by  con- 
sular officers. 

Thirdly.  In  those  countries  where  foreign  consuls  residing  therein  are  not 
permitted  to  administer  oaths,  or  where  oaths,  to  be  valid,  can  only  be  adminis- 
tered by  certain  local  officers,  the  oaths  to  invoices  are  not  to  be  taken  before  a 
consular  officer,  but  before  some  public  officer  duly  authorized  to  administer 
oaths  in  the  country,  and  the  official  signature  of  such  officer  is  to  be  authen- 
ticated by  the  consular  officer.  But  the  consul  is  not  thereby  relieved  from  the 
duty  of  inspecting  the  invoice,  and  from  reporting  to  the  Treasury  Department 
in  regard  to  any  attempt  to  defraud  the  revenue.  For  the  authentication  of  a 
signature  in  these  cases,  the  fee  (No.  55)  of  two  dollars,  prescribed  by  the  con- 
sdar  tariff,  is  to  be  charged. 

Fourthly.  It  has  been  represented  to  the  department  that  consular  certificates 
are  sometimes  sold  to  shippers  or  others  in  blank,  to  be  subsequently  filled  up 
by  the  consignee  or  shipper,  and  attached  by  them  to  invoices.  This  practice 
is  highly  reprehensible  aud  wrong,  tending,  as  it  does,  to  destroy  all  confidence 
in  crjnsular  certificates,  and  cannot  be  tolerated.  Whenever  a  case  of  this  char- 
acter is  reported  to  the  department,  it  will  be  followed  by  the  immediate  dismissal 
of  the  officer  committing  the  o£Fence.  The  certificates  must  be  carefully  made» 
either  upon  the  instrument  itself  which  is  verified  or  authenticated,  or  it  must 
be  attached  thereto  in  such  a  manner  as  to  render  it  unavailable  for  any  other 
purpose. 

Fifthly.  In  authenticating  the  signature  of  the  local  officer  by  whom  the  oath 
to  an  invoice  is  administered,  care  should  be  taken  that  the  certificate  of  authen- 
tication should  be  on  a  separate  paper,  but  attached  to  the  certificate  of  the 
magistrate  and  to  the  invoice,  in  such  a  manner  that  it  cannot  be  separated  and 
used  for  another  purpose. 

Sixthly.  Oonsuls  are  not  to  include  the  magistrate's  fee  for  administering  an 
oath  as  a  part  of  the  fee  for  the  authenticating  of  an  invoice.  With  the  fee 
charged  by  this  officer  for  the  service,  neither  the  consul  nor  the  government 
has  any  concern.  The  fee  must  be  paid  by  the  person  requiring  the  service, 
and  not  by  the  consul. 

Seventhly.  In  those  countries  where  an  oath  to  an  invoice,  to  be  of  legal  force, 
must  be  taken  before  a  local  magistrate  or  other  officer;  the  oaths,  both  of  Amer- 
icans and  aliens,  must  be  administered  by  such  officer,  and  not  by  the  consul. 
The  consul  will  authenticate  the  signature  of  such  officer. 

Eighthly.  Consular  officers  in  the  British  provinces  are  instructed  that  good» 
imported  under  the  reciprocity  treaty  with  Great  Britain  may  be  entered  at  any 
port  on  the  northern,  northeastern,  and  northwestern  frontiers  of  the  United 
States,  upon  satisfactory  evidence  being  given  to  the  collector,  at  the  port  where 
such  goods  are  offered  for  entry,  that  they  are  of  the  growth  or  production  of 
Canada,  without  the  consular  certificate  now  required ;  but  invoices  of  goods 
entered  at  any  other  than  ports  on  the  frontiers  above  mentioned  must  be 
accompanied  by  the  consular  certificates  now  required  by  law. 

Ninthly.  Consular  officers  are  requested  to  ascertain  and  report  to  this  depart- 
ment if,  under  the  laws  of  the  countries  in  which  they  respectively  reside,  they 
are  authorized  to  administer  oaths. 

WILLIAM.P,..§|:WAM§le 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Chase. 


Dbpartmext  of  State, 

Washington,  April  16,  1863. 
Sib  :  Referring  to  your  communication  of  the  12th  of  December  last  in  re- 
gard to  the  revenue  systems  of  foreign  countries,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit, 
for  your  consideration,  a  despatch  (No.  5)  received  from  the  United  States  con- 
sul at  Leipsic,  enclosing  a  communication  from  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of 
Saxony,  in  which,  as  you  will  perceive,  there  is  a  reference  to  the  pre-emption 
system  as  a  remedy  against  fraud,  which  prevails  in  many  European  countries, 
I  will  thank  you  to  return  the  despatch  after  making  such  use  of  the  informa- 
tion as  you  think  proper, 

I  have  the  nonor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Hon.  S.  P.  Chase, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Presidents  of  Insurance  Companies  to  Mr.  Seward. 

New  York,  January,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  commercial  intercourse  between  the  ports  of  the  United  States  and  Nassau  is 
constant  and  important — much  more  important  than  would  bo  inferred  from  the  amount  of 
impdrts  and  exports.  The  number  of  vessels  wrecked  annually  within  the  consulate  of  the 
BaWmas  is  larger  than  in  any  other  American  consulate.  The  annexed  table  shows  the 
amount  of  sales  of  wrecked  property  sold  at  Nassau  to  have  been  |], 500,000  in  four  years. 

So  important  is  this  interest  to  marine  insurance  companies,  that  they  have  agents  resident 
at  Nassau  to  take  charge  of  wrecked  property,  to  whom  a  very  much  larger  compensation  is 
paid  than  is  now  paid  to  the  consul. 

Existing  complications  arising  out  of  a  state  of  rebellion  render  our  relations  with  the 
population  and  British  officials  of  Nassau  delicate  and  embarrassed,  demanding  iah  ez^xase 
of  intelligence,  good  temper,  moderation,  and  firmness  on  the  part  ojf  the  American  consul. 

During  the  continuance  of  the  war,  and  so  long  as  the  motive  to  evade  the  blockade  exists, 
important  political  ser\nces  could  be  rendered  by  the  consul  in  collecting  information  valuable 
to  the  government,  provided  the  character  and  circumstances  of  the  consul  were  such  as  to 
allow  him  a  favorable  social  position  among  the  cultivated  and  courteous  officers  of  her  Ma- 
jestv  resident  at  Nassau. 

Possessing  no  political  powers,  the  consul  must  rely  on  personal  influence  alone  to  be  of 
service  to  his  country  beyond  the  mere  routine  of  office  duties.  His  personal  influence  will 
depend  on  his  intelligence,  character,  and  manners,  and  his  ability  to  reciprocate  in  a  respect- 
able manner  the  social  courtesies  common  at  Nassau  in  the  society  of  the  government  officials. 
The  consul  should  therefore  be  a  man  of  education  and  polished  manners,  with  such  firm  but 
imdemonstrative  temperament  as  to  enable  him  to  avoid  absolutely  all  personal,  violent,  or 
indecorous  controversies.  His  deportment  should  be  such  as  to  render  him  personally  ac- 
ceptable to  the  governor  and  other  officers.  Even  with  all  these  qualifications,  be  can  do 
little  for  his  government  unless  he  has  the  pecuniary  ability  to  maintain  a  creditable  social 
position  in  the  circle  of  gentlemen  with  whom  he  has  business  relations. 

The  salary  is  unfortunately  *but  $2,000  per  annum,  without  any  margin  of  fees  or  perqui- 
sites, while  the  incumbent  is  restrained  from  being  beneficially  interests  in  any  comDa^iial 
business  whatever. 

The  salary  paid  the  agent  of  the  underwriters  is  no  more  than  sufficient  to  support  him 
respectably,  and  $2,000  is  quite  insufficient  to  enable  a  consul  to  live  as  he  ought. 

To  enable  the  consul  to  serve  his  country  more  effectually  in  the  present  importiuit  crisis, 
it  has  occurred  to  us  that  he  might  have  an  increase  of  official  powers  and  compensations  by 
a  special  commission  firom  the  Department  of  State  or  the  President,  giving  a  higher  conskl- 
oration  in  the  estimation  of  the  officials  at  Nassau. 

The  undersigned  believing  that  the  public  service,  political  as  well  as  commercial,  would 
be  benefited  thereby,  ask,  if  consistent  with  law  and  public  policy,  that  the  grade  and  char- 
acter of  the  consulate  of  the  Bahamas  be  lifted  up  and  made  more  influential  by  an  i 
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of  rank,  powers,  and  compeosation,  to  the  end  that  a  person  of  talent  and  character  maj^be 
enabled  to  accept  the  position. 

J.  D.  JONES, 
President  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company, 

M.  H.  GRINNELL, 
President  Sun  Mutual  Insurance  Company, 
^  ALFRED  OGDEN. 

Mount  Oriental  Mutual  Insurance  Company  , 

ELWOOD  WALTER, 
President  Mercantile  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 

B.  C.  MORRIS, 
President  Columbian  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 

ALFRED  EDWARDS, 
President  Pacific  Mutual  Insurance  Company, 

J.  P.  TAPPAN, 
President  Neptune  Insurance  Company. 

A.  W.  WHIPPLE, 
President  Washington  Mutual  Insurance  Company, 

SAMUEL  DRAKE  SMITH, 
President  Commercial  Mutual  Insurance  Company, 

JOHN  H.  EARLY, 
President  New  York  Mutual  Insurance  Company, 

F.  L.  LATHROP, 
President  Union  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States^  Washington,  D.  C. 


A  tabular  statement  of  the  value  in  dollars  of  the  annual  imports  and  exports  of  the  Bahama 
Islands  for  several  years,  showing  what  proportion  of  their  commerce  is  with  the  United 
StfUes, 


IMPORTS. 

PRON— 

Value. 

1856. 

1857. 

1858. 

1859. 

T>^riv(Ml  from  wrAok<*d  nroTM^rtv  inld  At  Nftiiftiui   ,.-,--    -  - 

$462,259 
329.379 
125,472 

$420,350 
416. 150 
178,330 

$309,643 
436,714 
168.153 

$335,093 
443,398 

The  United  States 

Otliftr  conntrtef .  ind^dfoff  Gif^it  BritAlq 

244,776 

909,110 

1^014,830  1       914,510  1      1,033,197 

EXPORTS. 

TO— 

Value. 

M856. 

1857.       1       1858. 

1859. 

The  United  Statei 

$450,960 
152.002 

1319,330        1248,846 

♦377  188 
303,919 

OCber  oonntrtoi,  inelading  areat  Britain 

AU*.  WX                    ,  —  ,           — ,  — 

603.591  '        672,936 

442,348 

661,100 

Mr,  Seward  to  Presidents  of  Insurance  Companies, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  14,  1863. 
Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jour  commu- 
nicilion  in  regard  to  ths  commdrcial  intercourse  between  the  United  States  a^d . 
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Naasau,  and  suggesting,  in  view  of  the  interests  of  American  commerce,  an  in- 
crease of  the  mnk,  powers,  and  compensation  of  the  United  States  consul  at 
that  port,  "  to  the  end  that  a  person  of  talent  and  character  maj  be  enabled  to 
accept  the  position  of  consul  to  that  island." 

To  enable  the  department  to  carry  into  effect  vour  suggestions,  further  legis- 
lation of  Congress  will  be  needed. 

Your  communication  will  be  laid  before  the  Committees  on  Commerce  at  the 
next  session  of  Congress. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

To  Messrs.  J.  D.  Jones,  president  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company;  M- 
H.  Grinnell,  president  Sun  Mutual  Insurance  Company ;  Alfred  Ogden,  Moynt 
Orient  Mutual  Insurance  Company ;  Elwood  Walter,  president  Mercantile  Mu- 
tual Insurance  Company ;  B.  C.  Morris,  president  Columbian  Insurance  Com- 
pany ;  Alfred  Edwards,  president  Pacific  ]i[utual  Insurance  Company ;  J.  P. 
Tappan,  president  Neptune  Insurance  Company;  A.  W.  Whipple,  president 
Wasnington  Mutual  Insurance  Company  ;  Samuel  Drake  Smith,  president  Com- 
mercial Mutual  Insurance  Company ;  John  H.  Early,  president  New  York 
Mutual  Insurance  Company ;  F.  S.  Lathrop,  president  Union  Mutual  Insurance 
Company. 


Mr.  West  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  34.J  United  States  Consulatb, 

Galway,  Ireland,  May  23,  1863. 

•  •  •  4t  •  •  • 

Sir  :  I  have  now  respectfully  to  draw  your  attention  to  a  subject  in  which  I 
take  a  deep  interest,  and  in  which  I  would  fervently  desire  to  enlist  the  sym- 
pathy of  our  government,  namely:  with  reference  to  the  relatives  (parents, 
wives,  &c.)  of  those  who  have  fallen,  are  wounded,  or  missing,  in  our  service. 

It  certainly  appears  almost  unreasonable  to  expect  attention  to  the  numerous 
dead  of  our  armv  and  navy  when  the  demands  of  the  living  are  so  ui^nt  and 
overwhelming ;  but  I  would  earnestly  plead  for  your  influence  with  our  Presi- 
dent and  cabinet  on  behalf  of  the  bereaved  Irish  people,  who,  thousands  in  my 
district,  and  over  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  are  bewailing  the  loss  of 
brothers,  sons,  and  husbands  in  our  disastrous  war ;  and,  what  is  almost  worse, 
suffering  the  agony  of  suspense  for  those  of  whom  no  tidings  or  information 
whatever  can  be  heard,  and  their  letters  coldly  returned  to  them  in  the  unfeel- 
ing strictness  of  official  routine  from  the  post  office  at  Washington,  &c.,  with 
the  indifferent  remark  thereon,  "not  called  for,"  or  '•unclaimed."  How  could 
they,  when  the  brave  sons  and  husbands  of  the  writers  were  either  fighting  our 
battles  on  the  field,  waiting  for  the  deadly  onslaught,  or  sleeping  in  a  soldier's 
grave? 

The  daily  applications  to  me,  as  to  the  fate  of  our  Irish  soldiers  and  sailors 
not  heard  of,  (nineteen  out  of  twenty  of  whom  are,  I  am  satisfied,  not  among 
the  living,)  tax  all  my  energies  and  sympathy  for  them,  in  replying  to  fifty  or 
sixty  letters  per  week. 

The  plan  I  have  adopted,  as  to  the  missing,  is  to  get  the  applicants  to  write 
in  my  official  envelope  to  their  sons,  &c.,  in  our  army  or  navy,  and  to  enclose 
same  to  the  Adjutant  General  in  a  note,  stating  shortly  any  peculiar  feature  in 
each  case,  and  asking  for  an  inquiry  and  report  thereon. 

I  send  you  two  letters  as  specimens,  which  I  do  not,  therefore,  enclose  to  the 
War  Department.    They  speak  of  lost  ones,  not  unimportant  to  us,  and  I  know 
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coDtain  the  germ  of  sadness.  I  had  to  excuse  General  Meagher,  who  declined 
to  answer  inquiries  for  his  aide-de-camp,  now,  I  believe,  no  more.  I  would, 
then,  earnestly  solicit  your  influence  in  obtaining  attention  and  an  early  reply 
not  only  to  them,  but  to  all  others  I  forward  from  our  deserving  Irish  friends. 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  gratitude  expressed  by  those  whom  I  assist  in  re- 
moving their  suspense,  and  the  patriotism  and  bravery  evinced  in  the  letters  of 
our  dead  soldiers,  over  which  many  a  tear  is  shed ;  and  it  is  unnecessary  to  tell 
you  that  every  such  letter,  with  those  forwarded  to  me,  carry  with  them  tales  of 
woe  and  su£fering,  radiating  from  and  around  the  extended  circle  of  each  be- 
reaved homestead. 

Might  I  therefore  venture  to  suggest  that  a  head  post  office,  exclusively  for 
the  letters  to  those  in  our  armies  and  navy,  be  established  at  Washington,  from 
which  they  would  be  forwarded  to  the  adjutant  or  other  officer  of  each  regiment, 
wherever  situated. 

It  would  be  also  advisable,  and  would  relieve  much  sorrow,  and  save  trouble 
to  our  officials,  if  a  regulation  could  be  made  that  soldiers  and  sailors  should  be 
supplied  with  stationery,  and  ordered  to  write  home  once,  at  least,  every  month. 
Oh !  whdt  joy  would  be  thereby  diffused  among  thousands  of  now  agonised 
hearts. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.,  &c., 

WILLIAM  B.  WEST, 

United  States  Consul, 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Stanton, 


Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washingt4m,  June  6,  1863. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  invite  your  attention  to  a  copy  of  a  despatch.  No.  34, 
received  from  the  United  States  consul  at  Oalway,  in  reference  to  some  mode 
by  which  information  concerning  soldiers  in  our  army  who  have  been  wounded 
or  liave  fallen  in  battle  can  be  communicated  to  their  friends  in  Ireland. 

In  view  of  the  large  number  of  persons  of  Irish  birth  who  have  entered  o«r 
army,  and  are  fighting  our  battles,  it  would  appear  to  be  the  dictate,  alike  of 
policy  as  well  as  of  humanity,  that  some  mode  should  be  devised,  as  suggested 
oy  the  consul,  to  facilitate  the  means  of  commtmicating  intelligence  concerning 
these  gallant  soldiers,  many  of  whose  families  still  remain  in  Ireland. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Chase. 

Departmrxt  of  State, 

Washington,  July  3,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  despatch 
(No.  39)  received  from  the  United  States  consul  at  Nassau,  which  I  will  tnank 
you  to  return  with  your  reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Hon.  S.  P.  Chasb,  C r^n,n\o 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  ^  9'^'^^^  by  ^OO^ IC 
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Mr.  Chase  to  Mr,  Seward, 


Trkasury  Department,  July  9, 1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  covering 
despatch  of  S.  C.  Hawley,  consul  at  Nassau,  as  to  the  power  vested  in  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  act  of  May  25, 1862,  (Laws,  p.  404,)  to 
refuse  clearances  to  vessels  sailing  to  neutral  ports. 

The  power  is  limited  to  vessels  laden  with  cargoes,  but  does  not  include 
vessels  in  ballast ;  and  bonds  cannot  be  required  of  vessels  in  ballast,  though 
their  ultimate  destination  as  blockade  runners  is  all  but  certain. 

The  question  presented  by  ihe  consul  is,  whether  the  act  of  despatching  an 
American  vessel  for  such  a  purpose  is  not  an  offence  against  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  which  arrests  may  be  made  and  parties  concerned 
punished.  -* 

That  question  is  not  free  of  difficulties,  and  should  perhaps  be  referred  to  the 
appropriate  law  officer,  either  by  yourself  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as 
charged  with  all  matters  connected  with  the  blockade. 
With  great  respect, 

S.  P.  CHASE, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  F,  W,  Seward  to  Mr.  Hawley, 

No.  38.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  14,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  despatches  (Nos.  34  and  39)  having  been  received  and  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  officer  has  returned  them  to  this  department 
with  the  remark  that  "  the  power  vested  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under 
the  act  of  May  25, 1862,  to  refuse  clearances  to  vessels  sailing  to  neutral  ports, 
is  limited  to  vessels  laden  with  cargoes,  but  does  not  include  vessels  in  ballast; 
and  bonds  cannot  be  required  of  vessels  in  ballast,  though  their  ultimate  desti- 
nation as  blockade  runners  i:3  all  but  certain." 

The  question  by  you  is,  whether  the  act  of  despatching  an  American  vessel 
for  such  a  purpose  is  not  an  offence  against  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  which  arrests  may  be  made,  and  parties  concerned  punished. 

That  question  is  not  free  of  difficulties,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
has  suggested  that  it  should  be  referred  to  the  proper  law  officer. 
This  coyrse  has  accordingly  been  taken. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Assistant  SecreUiry. 
S.  0.  Hawley,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  Nassau,  now  in  New  York, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Bates, 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  July  14,  1863. 
Sir  :  The  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Nassau  having  called  the  attenticm 
of  the  department,  in  his  despatches  Nos.  34  and  39,  to  the  clearance  of  vessels 
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intending  to  run  the  blockade,  from  New  York  for  neutral  ports,  I  referred  these 
despatches  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Secretary  Chase  has  returned  them  to  this  department,  with  a  suggestion 
that  they  be  referred  to  you  for  an  opmion  upon  the  question  presented  by  Consul 
Hawley,  namely :  whether  the  act  of  despatching  an  American  vessel  to  a  neutral 
port  in  ballast,  though  its  ultimate  destination  as  a  blockade  runner  is  all  but 
certain,  is  an  o£fence  against  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  for  which  arrests 
may  be  made,  and  parties  concerned  in  such  enterprises  may  be  prosecuted, 
and,  if  convicted,  punished. 

I  will  thank  you  to  furnish  this  department,  for  its  guidance,  with  your  views 
upon  this  question. 

For  vour  further  information  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is. 
herewith  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD 

Hon.  Edmund  Bates, 

Attorney  General. 


Mr,  Coffey  to  Mr.  Seward. 


CONSTRUCTION  OF  THE  SECOND  SECTION  OF  THE  ACT  OF  JUI.Y  17,  1862, 
CHAP.  195,  AND  ITS  BEARING  ON  AMERICAN  VESSELS  DESPATCHED  TO 
A  NEUTRAL  PORT  IN  BALLAST. 

Opinion  of  tlic  Attorney  General. 

Attorney  General's  Office,  July  27.  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th 
instant,  enclosing  certain  correspondence  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaanry 
and  the  United  States  consul  at  Nassau  with  the  Department  of  State,  and 
snhmitting  for  my  opinion  the  question  suggested  by  the  consul  at  Nassau,  viz : 
Whether  the  act  of  despatching  an  American  vessel  to  a  neutral  port  in  ballast^ 
though  its  ultimate  destination  as  a  blockade  runner  is  all  but  certain,  is  an  of- 
fence against  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  for  which  arrests  may  be 
made,  and  parties  concerned  in  such  enterprises  may  be  prosecuted,  and,  if  con- 
victed, punished. 

The  2d  section  of  the  act  of  July  17,  1862,  chapter  195,  to  suppress  insur- 
rection, to  punish  treason  and  rebellion,  to  seize  and  confiscate  the  property  of 
rebels,  and  for  other  purposes,  enacts  that  if  any  person  shall  hereafter  incite, 
set  on  foot,  assist ,  or  engage  in  any  rebellion  or  insurrection  against  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,  or  the  laws  thereof,  or  shall  give  aid  or  comfort  thereto, 
or  shall  engage  in,  or  give  aid  and  comfort  to,  any  such  existing  rebellion  or 
insurrection^  and  be  convicted  thereof,  such  persons  shall  be  punished  by  im- 
prisonment for  a  period  not  exceeding  ten  years,  or  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  ten 
thousand  dollars,  and  by  the  liberation  of  all  his  slaves,  if  any  he  have,  or  by 
both  of  said  punishments,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

The  act  of  despatching  an  American  vessel  from  any  port  of  the  United 
States  to  a  neutral  port  in  ballast,  with  the  purpose  of  taking  in  cargo  at  that 
port,  and  running  the  blockade  therefrom,  would,  in  my  opinion,  bring  the  per- 
son or  persons  so  despatching  her  within  the  penalties  of  the  above  cited 
section,  if  the  vessel,  in  the  execution  of  that  purpose,  actually  ran  the  block- 
ade. This  would  be  an  overt  act  of  assistance,  or  aid  and  comfort  to  the  rebel- 
lion, such  as  the  law  prohibits.  To  secure  the  conviction  of  the  person  or  per- 
sons who  despatched  the  vessel,  it  would,  of  course,  be  essential  to  prove  the 
existence  of  the  guilty  purpose  in  so  doing.  ^,y,  ,.^^ .,  ^jOOqIc 
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I  am  also  of  opmion  that  the  act  of  despatchmg  an  American  yessel  to  a 
nentral  port  in  ballast,  with  the  aficertained  purpoee  of  taking  in  eargo  at  that 
port,  and  running  the  blockade  therefrom,  would  subject  the  person  or  persoos 
«o  despatching  her  to  the  penalties  of  this  law,  if,  in  pursuance  and  in  execution 
of  that  purpose,  the  vessel  actually  attempted  to  run  the  blockade,  but  in  the 
attempt  was  captured,  or  otherwise  prevented  from  so  doing  bj  a  blockading 
vessel. 

The  question  whether  the  mere  act  of  despatching  an  American  vessel  to  a 
neutral  port  in  ballast,  for  the  purpose  of  running  the  blockade  thereirom,  not 
followed  hy  an  acttial  running,  or  attempt  to  run,  the  blockade,  would,  of  itself, 
constitute  an  o£fence  within  and  punishable  bj  our  criminal  statutes,  deserves 
careiul  consideration.  The  2d  section  of  the  act  of  July  17,  1862,  provides 
comprehensively  enough  for  the  punishment  of  the  o£fence  of  actually  inciting, 
setting  on  foot,  assisting  or  engaging  in  rebellion  or  insurrection,  or  of  giving 
aid  or  comfort  thereto,  or  of  engaging  in,  or  giving  aid  or  comfort  to,  an  existing 
rebellion  or  insurrection  ;  but  it  fails  to  include  the  class  of  acts  which,  whilst 
done  with  the  intent  to  do  these  things,  do  not  of  themselves  amount  to  actual 
assistance,  or  aid  and  comfort  to  the  rebellion  or  insurrection. 

The  question,  then,  is  whether  the  act  of  despatching  an  American  vessel 
from  a  port  of  the  United  States  to  a  neutral  port  in  ballast,  with  the  ascer- 
tained purpose  of  there  taking  in  cargo  to  run  the  blockade,  of  itself  amounts 
to  actual  assistance,  or  aid  and  comfort  to  the  rebellion,  within  the  statute.  I 
think  it  does,  for  this  reason :  Such  a  vessel  started  from  an  American  port  with 
intent  to  run  the  blockade,  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  subject  to  lawful  capture 
as  prize  of  war  from  the  moment  she  left  that  port.  It  is  a  well-settled  princi- 
ple in  the  law  of  blockade  that  the  act  of  sailing  with  an  intent  to  break  a 
blockade  is  deemed  a  sufficient  breach  to  authorize  confiscation.  From  that 
moment  the  blockade  is  fraudulently  invaded,  and  the  vessel  is  liable  to  capture, 
without  reference  to  the  distance  between  the  port  of  departure  and  the  block- 
aded port,  or  to  the  extent  of  the  voyage  peiformed. — (3  Phil.,  390-4QQ,  and 
cases  cited;  5  Granch,  343-'9 ;  ib.,  440,  Story,  J.)  Whether  a  neutral  vessel 
proceeding  from  one  neutral  port  te  another  nentral  port,  with  the  intent  there 
to  take  in  cargo,  and  ^m  thence  to  run  the  blockade,  is  liable  to  capture  and 
condemnation  before  she  reaches  the  port  at  which  she  is  to  receive  her  cargo, 
is  not  necessary  now  to  decide,  although,  from  the  language  of  Lord  Stowm 
in  The  Jonge  Pieter,  (4  Rob.,  89,)  I  infer  that  such  was  his  opinion.  Birt 
however  thb  may  be,  he  distinctly  asserts,  in  that  case,  that  if  a  subject  of  the 
blockading  country  ship  goods  to  ^o  to  the  enemy  through  a  neutral  commtrtf, 
they  are  liable  to  capture  and  condemnation.  For,  as  he  says,  '*  without  the 
license  of  government  no  communication,  direct  or  indirect,  can  be  carried  on 
with  the  enemy.  •  •  •  •  •  The  interposition  of  a  prior  port  makes  no 
difference  ;  all  trade  with  the  enemy  is  illegal,  and  the  circumstances  that  the 
goods  are  to  go  first  to  a  neutral  port  mill  not  make  it  law/id"  Of  course,  if 
the  goods  shipped  on  such  a  venture  may  be  condemned,  a  vessel  started  from 
a  port  of  the  blockading  country  with  the  intent  to  take  in  cargo  at  a  neutral 
port,  and  from  thence  run  the  blockade,  and  thus  to  hold  illicit  intercourse  with 
the  enemy,  is  equally  guilty  and  liable  to  capture  and  condemnation. 

If,  then,  an  American  vessel  starting  from  an  American  port  in  ballast,  with 
such  a  purpose,  be  a  lawful  prize  of  war,  it  follows,  that,  from  the  time  of  her 
departure  for  the  neutral  port,  it  is  as  much  the  duty  of  our  cruisers  to  capture 
her  as  if  she  were  actually  entering  a  blockaded  port  with  full  cargo.  And 
the  moment  she  is  placed  in  this  predicament  the  persons  who  despatched  her 
on  her  guilty  eiTand  became  liable  to  the  penalties  of  the  2d  section  of  the  act 
of  July  17,  1862.  For,  whenever  the  vessel  they  have  started  is  in  such  a 
position  as  to  impose  on  our  cruisers  the  duty  of  arresting  her  voyage  by  her 
capture,  then  these  persons  have  actually  and  materially  assisted  jhe  rebellion 
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by  adding  to  the  duties  of  our  cruisers  that  of  pursuing  and  capturing  her, 
which  involves,  necessarily,  their  withdrawal,  for  the  time,  from  other  service. 
If  necessary,  it  would  be  easy  to  illustrate,  in  a  variety  of  ways,  the  effective 
assistance  which  might  be  rendered  to  the  rebellion  by  the  mere  act  of  despatch- 
ing vessels  in  ballast  to  neutral  ports,  with  the  ultimate  purpose  of  running  the 
blockade.  The  right,  and  consequent  duty,  of  capturing  such  vessels  off  our 
coast,  before  they  reach  the  intermediate  neutral  ports,  mieht  well  give  so  much 
employment  to  our  navy  as  to  diminish  its  effectiveness  dsewhere,  or  require  a 
considerable  addition  to  its  force.  To  create  this  necessity  would,  in  contem- 
plation of  law,  be  to  assist  and  give  aid  and  comfort  to  the  rebellion  in  a  form 
only  less  aggravated  than  the  actual  fitting  out  of  vessels  of  war  for  rebel  use. 
And  of  this  offence,  within  the  terms  of  the  statute  I  have  cited,  are  those 
persons  guilty,  in  my  opinion,  who  despatch  American  vessels  in  ballast  from 
oar  own  ports,  with  intent  to  stop  at  neutral  ports,  and,  after  there  taking  in  cargo, 
from  thence  to  run  the  blockade.  The  unlawful  purpose  being  established,  the 
offence  is  committed  whenever  the  vessel  shall  have  started  on  her  voyage, 
whether  it  be  consummated  at  the  blockaded  port  or  be  arrested  after  she  haa 
left,  or  before  she  has  reached  the  intermediate  neutral  port. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TITIAN  J.  COFFEY, 

Attorney  General  ad  interim. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Welles, 


Department  of  State, 

Washingtony  July  31,  1863. 

Sib  :  Referring  to  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  9th  Juiy, 
in  which  he  suggested  that  the  opinion  of  the  appropriate  law  officer  should  be 
obtained  upon  the  question,  "  whether  the  act  of  despatching  an  American  vessel 
to  a  neutnd  port,  to  be  used  thereafter  in  violating  the  blockade,  is  not  an  offence 
against  the  laws  of  Uie  United  Sutes,  and  for  which  arrests  may  be  made,  and 
the  parties  concerned  punished,"  I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith, 
the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  ad  interim  upon  this  subject. 

I  will  thank  you  to  return  the  opinion  after  making  such  use  of  it  as  you  may 
think  proper. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WUXIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Hon.  OiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Mr.  Chase  to  Mr,  Seward, 


Tbeasubv  DEPARTMErfr, 

Jhgust  26,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  31st  ultimo,  transmitting 
to  me  the  opinion  of  the  Acting  Attorney  General  upon  the  question,  whether 
the  act  of  despatching  an  American  vessel  to  a  neutral  port,  to  be  thereafter  used 
in  violating  the  blo^iade,  is  not  an  offence  against  the  United  States,  and  for 
which  arrests  may  be  made,  and  ike  parties  concerned  punished'.    This  opinion 
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was  sent  to  the  cdleetor  of  New  York  for  a  report — ^what  stepg,  if  any,  can  be 
taken,  under  this  opinion,  in  respeet  to  yesaels  leaying  the  port  of  New  York  for 
such  a  purpose— -a  copy  of  whicn  report  is  enclosed  for  your  consideration. 
With  great  respect, 

S.  P.  CHASE, 
Secretary  of  the  Treamtry. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Clineh  to  Mr.  Chase. 

CUSTOM-HOUSB,  NEW  TORK,  CoLLECTOR*S  OFFICE, 

August  19,  1663. 

Sir  :  I  haTe  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commmilcation  of  the  14ih  in- 
stant,  coTering  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  a  copy  of  an  opinion  of  the  Actiiif 
Attorney  Qeneral,  in  regard  to  the  despatching  of  American  vessels  in  ballast  to  nentnl 
ports  with  the  intent  to  there  take  in  carg^  and  sail  thence  to  break  the  blockade ;  and  jtn. 
request  me  to  report  what  steps,  if  any,  can  be  taken,  under  this  opinion,  in  respect  to  Teasels 
leaving  the  port  of  New  York  for  such  a  purpose. 

As  i  understand  your  request,  I  am  to  assume  that  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  ii 
sound  law,  and  applies  only  to  American  vessels ;  and  that  vour  inquiry  covers  the  two  sub- 
jects of  the  seizure  and  condemnation  of  the  vessebi,  and  the  arrest  axui  punishment  of  tbe 
parties  implicated  in  the  transaction. 

The  Acting  Attorney  General  seems  to  be  of  the  opinion  that  when  a  vessel  with  this 
intent  as  to  her  ultimate  destination  "  has  started  on  her  voyage,'*  she  is  liable  to  foxfeitm^ 
and  the  implicated  parties  to  punishment 

It  will  hardly  be  disputed  that  when  a  vessel  clears  from  the  custom-house  at  this  port, 
and  then  hauls  out  into  the  stream  or  drops  down  the  bay,  **she  has  started  on  her  voyage.** 

You  are  aware  that  this  office  has  no  direct  control  over  civil  or  criminal  proceedings  in  tk 
class  of  cases  described  by  the  Acting  Attorney  General ;  but  it  sometimes  has  in  its  posses- 
sion, or  can  obtain,  important  information  in  regard  to  such  cases.  Heretofore  the  officen 
of  the  customs  in  possession  of  this  kind  of  information  have  either  formally  or  informafly 
c^tnmunicated  the  facts  to  the  United  States  district  attorney  for  the  southern  district  of  New 
York,  accompanied  by  such  suggestions  as  were  deemed  pro^^r. 

If  a  vessel  is  to  be  regarded  (within  the  meaning  of  the  Actmg  Attorney  General)  as  haTing 
started  on  her  voyage  so  soon  as  she  clears  and  hauls  into  the  stream  or  drops  down  the  btj, 
then  there  would  seem  to  be  no  special  obstacle  in  the  waj  of  seizing  her  before  she  g(f  ^ 
sea,  nor  of  arresting  the  implicated  parties,  if  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  prodded 
the  United  States  district  attorney  and  the  United  States  marshal  were  previously  in  potsei- 
sion  of  the  requisite  facts,  and  were  diligent  in  issuing  and  serving  the  necessary  procen. 
The  course  above  indicated  has  been  successfully  pursued  by  the  revenue  officers  of  this  port, 
in  cases  where  their  autiiority  to  seize  arose  alter  vessels  had  commenced  their  voyage  in 
the  manner  above  stated. 

If  it  is  deemed  necessary  to  adopt  more  stringent  measures  than  those  mentioned,  I  know 
of  no  wa^  to  enforce  them  except  by  stationing  a  blockading  force  near  the  mouth  of  the 
harbor  of^New  York. 

In  this  connexion,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  the  number  of  American  vessels  of  the  kmd 
under  consideration  which  has  left  this  port  is  believed  to  have  been  small,  the  greater  part  of 
those  that  have  been  suspected  of  sailing  in  ballast  with  the  intent  of  ultimately  breaking  the 
blockade  having  been,  according  to  the  tenor  of  their  papers,  the  property  of  the  subjects  of 
her  Britannic  Mf^esty. 

I  return  to  you  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  ophiion  of  the  Acting  Attomej 
General. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  P.  CLINCH, 


Hon.  S.  P.  CHAjff, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasurff. 


Assistant  CdUctor. 
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FRANCE. 

Mr.  Bigelaw  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  60.]  Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Paris,  August  29,  1862. 

Dear  Sir  :  If  jon  would  send  to  the  consuls  ftdl  particulars  of  the  bounty 
paid  by  the  government  to  the  volunteers,  and  when,  where,  and  how  soon  after 
enlisting  it  could  be  touched,  I  think  they  might  induce  a  considerable  emigra- 
tion to  the  United  States,  especially  from  those  parts  whence  the  bounty  money 
would  defray  the  expense  of  the  voyage. 

I  commend  to  your  special  attention  the  two  admirable  articles  in  the  Journal 
des  Debats,  of  the  26th  and  27th  instants,  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Laboulaye. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  more  truthful  records  of  current  events  are  not  trans* 
mitted  to  Europe  by  the  telegraph.  Not  a  steamer  arrives  but  furnishes  a  pre- 
text for  covering  the  continent  with  lies  of  the  most  pernicious  character  about 
American  affidrs.  Nor  are  these  lies  corrected  one  time  in  ten,  and  the  correc- 
tion, if  made,  always  comes  too  late  to  be  of  any  service. 

All  Europe  believes  that  the  confederates  have  captured  Baton  Bouge.  The 
telegraph  has  never  corrected  the  elaborate  announcement  of  its  reduction,  and 
the  capture  of  its  garrison  and  immense  stock  of  arms  and  provisions. 

AH  Europe  learned  by  telegraph,  and  believes,  that  a  frightful  panic  pervades 
our  country  at  the  prospect  of  conscription,  and  that  all  voluntary  enlistment 
has  ceased.  Nor  has  it  yet  transpired  here  diat  any  one  State  has  yet  made  up 
its  quota.  Half  of  the  European  world  never  read  anything  about  our  war, 
except  the  telegraphic  despatches.  Unfortunately,  those  who  occupy  official 
positions  read  little  else  except  in  the  columns  of  journals  whose  business  it 
seems  to  be  to  destroy  all  faith  in  our  cause  and  prospects.  A  sensation  para- 
graph in  the  Herald* s  bulletin  is  given  as  a  rumor,  with  five  or  six  other  items, 
and  just  as  much  importance  here  is  attached  to  a  rumor  given  in  such  a  way  as 
to  a  distinct  affirmation  of  a  iajfii  or  event,  especially  smce  it  was  announced  that 
the  government  had  assumed  to  supervise  the  despatches.  The  work  could  not 
be  donp  in  a  way  to  prejudice  us  more  if  the  telegraph  were,  as  I  believe  it  is, 
in  the  hands  of  enemies. 

Tours,  very  truly, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
,    Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Stanton. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  September  17,  1862. 
Sir  :  The  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Paris  represents,  that  if  officers  of 
his  class  in  Europe  were  to  be  famished  with  full  particulars  of  the  bounty 
paid  by  this  government  to  volunteers,  and  when,  where,  and  how  soon  9mx 
enlisting  it  could  be  touched,  a  considerable  emigration  to  this  country  would 
result^  especially  from  those  ports  whence  the  bounty  money  would  denray  ^.. 
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expense  of  the  voyage.  I  will  consequently  thank  you  for  full  information  on 
these  points,  and  also  as  to  the  pay  of  the  volunteers,  in  order  that  the  same 
may  be  imparted  by  consi}ls  in  Europe,  in  such  manner  as  may  not  in  the  least 
degree  conflict  with  any  local  law  against  enlistments  of  troops  for  service  in 
foreign  countries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Mr,  WaUon  to  Mr,  Seward. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  September  27,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  respectfiiUy  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  communication  of  the  17th  instant,  requesting,  at  the  instance  of 
the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  to  be  furnished  with  full  particulazs 
relative  to  the  bounty  and  pay  of  volunteers. 

In  reply,  the  Secretary  instructs  me  to  transmit  to  you  the  enclosed  copy  of 
the  report  of  the  Paymaster  General,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  and  to 
state  Uiat  on  a  like  reference  to  the  Adjutant  General,  he  reports  that,  "  in  addi- 
tion to  the  information  furnished  by  the  Paymaster  General,  this  office  can  but 
add  copies  of  orders  Nos.  74,  91,  and  108,  of  the  department;  these  prescribe 
the  rules  under  which  the  bounties  of  the  government  are  disbursed." 

Copies  of  these  orders,  together  with  the  regulations  of  the  pay  department 
accompanying  the  report  of  the  Paymaster  General,  are  herewitn  transmitted. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  ef  State, 


Paymaster  General's  Office, 

IVashingtoH  City,  SepUmber  20, 1862. 

Sir  :  1  hare  tbe  honor  to  return  herewith  the  letter  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  of 
September  17,  relative  to  bounties  and  pay  of  volunteers,  and  to  report  that  the  disbarsementi 
and  regolations  relating  to  the  advance  ooonty  to  be  p^d  to  the  new  recmits  are  under  the 
charge  of  the  Adjutant  General,  who  can  furnish  all  necessary  information  on  the  subjed 
Under  the  act  of  22d  JulJi  1862,  entitled  **  An  act  to  authorize  the  employment  of  voloa- 
teer^  &c.,"  a  bounty  of  $100  is  granted  to  soldiers  serving  either  for  two  years  or  till  the 
termination  of  the  war.  The  same  bounty  will  be  paid  to  uie  widow  or  heirs  of  aH  eoldiMS 
dying  in  service,  without  reference  to  the  period  of  time  they  may  have  served.  The  ad- 
vance bounty  paid  on  enlistment  is  a  portion  of  this  $100  bounty.  Under  the  act  of  17tk  oi 
July,  1862,  entitled  *' An  act  to  amend  the  act  calling  forth  the  militia,  &,c.,^  an  advance 
bounty  of  $25  is  authorized  to  nine-months  volunteers,  and  a  bounty  of  $50,  one-half  payaUe 
in  advance,  to  twelve-months  volunteers. 

The  pay  of  enlisted  men  in  the  volunteer  service  ia«ts  follows : 

For  Infantry  and  Heavy  Artillery, 

First  sergeants  .-^ |90 

Sergeants ^ 17 

Corporals ^.». 13 

Privates /. -^ ^ 13 

Musicians ti^^ed-te^^LjODgl^ 15 


OONSULAB  COBBESPONDENCE.  1365 

For  Cavalry  and  Light  ArtUlerff* 

first  sergeants *. t (20 

Sergeants k 17 

Corporals 14 

PriTates 13 

Musicians 13 

Ainr  fnrther  information  with  regard  to  the  pay,  dtc,  of  the  army  and  Yolonteers,  may  be 
fonndi  if  desired,  in  the  enclosed  copy  of  the  regolations  of  the  paj  department,  respecdnllj 
forwarded  herewith. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CART  H.  FRY, 
Acting  Paymaster  General  United  States  Army. 
Hon,  Edwik  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Mr,  Btgelow  to  Mr,  Setcard. 
[Extract.] 


No.  63.]  Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Paris,  September  19,  1862. 
Since  the  pablication  of  circnlar  No.  19,  relating  to  emigration,  I  have  had 
nomeronB  applications  from  persons  desiring  to  emigrate,  and  also  to  take  ser- 
vice in  the  army^  The  latter  require  information  as  to  the  places  and  terms 
of  enlistment,  the  bounty,  wages,  &;c.  Could  I  be  furnished  with  a  short  state- 
ment of  the  particulars  on  these  points,  I  think  I  could  so  use  it  as  to  encourage 
some  to  go.  It  would  be  easy  to  raise  whole  regiments  here,  if  any  one  had 
authority  to  pay  the  transportation,  which  is  the  great  obstacle. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  BIGELOW, 
United  States  Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 


[Circular  No.  19.] 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  August  8,  1862. 

To  the  Diplomatic  and  CoTuular  officers  of  the  United  States  in  foreign  countries : 

At  no  former  period  of  our  history  have  our  agricultural,  manufacturing,  or 
mining  interests  been  more  prosperous  than  at  this  juncture.  This  fact  may  be 
deemed  surprising  in  view  of  the  enhanced  price  for  labor,  occasioned  by  the 
demand  for  the  rank  and  file  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States.  It  may^ 
therefore,  be  confidentlv  asserted  that,  even  now,  nowhere  else  can  the  indus- 
trious laboring  man  and  artisan  expect  so  liberal  a  recompense  for  his  services 
as  in  the  United  States.  You  are  authorissed  and  directed  to  make  these  truths 
known  in  any  quarter  and  in  any  way  which  may  lead  to  the  migration  of  such 
persons  to  this  country.  It  is  believed  that  a  knowledge  of  tnem  will  alone 
suffice  to  cause  them  to  be  acted  upon.  The  government  has  no  legal  authority 
to  o£fer  any  pecuniary  inducements  to  the  advent  of  industrious  foreigners. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigdow. 

No.  46.]  Department  of  State, 

WashingUm,  October  8,  1862. 

Sir:  Yonr  despatch  No.  60,  making  inqnirj  respecting  the  paj  and  bonntj 
of  Yolunteers  in  onr  army,  has  been  receiyed.  In  reply,  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a 
commnnication  from  the  oecretarj  of  War  to  this  department,  with  accompany- 
ing enclosure,  containing  full  particulars  upon  those  subjects. 

It  is  belieyed  that,  with  the  materials  tn^s  furnished,  added  to  those  which 
you  already  possess  in  the  proyisions  of  the  homestead  bill,  and  the  facts  abun- 
dantly suppbed  by  the  public  press  in  regard  to  the  great  demand  for  labor, 
the  high  prices  paid  for  it,  and  the  low  rates  of  liying  in  yarious  parts  of  the 
country,  especially  in  the  western  States  and  Territories,  where  the  crops  haye 
been  so  exuberant,  you  will  be  prepared  to  answer  satisfactorily  the  inquiries 
which  are  made  of  you. 

You  may  perhaps  find  it  adyisable  to  prepare  for  publication,  as  you  will 
readily  be  able  to  do,  a  paper  embodying  the  information  of  which  yon  are  now 
possessed,  and  unofficially,  either  through  the  daily  press  or  otherwise,  giving 
it  a  wide  circulation. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  BiGELOW,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Coruml,  Parte. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Welles. 


Department  dp  State, 

Washington,  June  15,  1863. 
Sir  :  At  the  instance  of  Mr.  J.  Bigelow,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at 
Paris,  I  have  the  honor  to  request,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  convenience  of 
the  department  and  the  public  interest,  for  presentation  to  the  Socidtd  Geograph- 
ique  of  France,  any  maps  or  charts  which  are  now,  and  which  no  longer  require 
to  be  kept  secret,  whether  engraved,  printed,  or  photographed. 

You  are  doubtless  aware  that  Mens.  Persigny  is  the  president  of  this  society, 
and  among  its  active  members  are  some  of  the  most  prominent  and  influ^itud 
men  in  France. 

It  has  been  thought  that  the  public  interests  would  be  thus  promoted  lyy 
showing  how  geographical  and  topographical  science  has  flourished  in  America 
during  and  in  consequence  of  the  war;  other  incidental  advantages  in  the  my 
of  exchanges  would  result  therefrom,  which  it  is  not  necessary  here  to  eau- 
inerate. 

Should  the  maps  be  sent  to  this  department,  it  will  take  pleasure  in  fbrwazding 
them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Same  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Treaaoiy,  and  the  Si^Qr^ 
intendent  of  the  Coast  Survey. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Chau. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  25, 18dS. 

Sir:  Beferring  to  the  communication  addressed  to  yon  on  the  13th  of  Jane 
last,  requesting,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Paris, 
fbr  the  "  Soci^t^  Geographique,"  a  collection  of  maps  and  charts,  to  the  dissem- 
ination of  which  there  might  no  loneer,  on  military  grounds,  be  any  ol^ection, 
I  have  now  to  acquaint  you  that  the  department  received  from  the  Ooast  Survey 
office,  to  which  yon  had  the  goodness  to  refer  my  letter,  a  valuable  collection, 
embracing  more  than  one  hundred  sheets. 

Before  transmitting  these  ms^s  and  charts  to  Paris,  I  thought  it  expedient  to 

obtain  from  the  Secretary  of  War  his  views  upon  the  subject,  and  I  received 

from  him  yesterday  a  communication  dated  the  23d  instant,  in  which  it  is  stated 

that,  "in  the  opinion  of  the  War  Department,  no  maps  or  charts  of  our  coapt 

^should  be  furnished  to  any  foreign  government  or  society  at  the  present  time.". 

Accordingly,  the  collection  which  has  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  this  de- 
partment wfll  be  detained  here. 

It  has  occurred  to  me  that  it  might  be  well  to  communicate  this  opinion  of 
the  War  Department  to  the  chief  of  the  United  States  Coast  Survey. 

Thanking  you  for  your  kind  attention  to  the  request  of  the  department, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Hon.  S.  P.  Ghasb, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


Mr.  Bigdow  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  102.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Paris,  August  25,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  circular  No.  30  of  the  State  Department  for  1862, 
requesting  information  of  the  means  adopted,  in  the  country  of  my  official  resi- 
dence, for  the  protection  of  its  revenues,  the  collection  of  duties  in  the  passage 
of  goods  across  the  national  frontiers,  and  in  dieir  transhipment  in  its  ports  for 
export  to  a  foreign  land;  also  the  forms  that  are  used,  the  rules  and  regulations 
in  force,  the  fees  charged,  and  other  expenses  incurred  in  its  foreign  revenue 
searvice. 

At  the  earliest  convenient  opportunity,  after  the  receipt  of  this  circular,  I 
addressed  to  his  excellency  Mr.  Fould,  tixe  minister  of  finance,  a  request  that 
he  would  refer  me  to  a  person  in  the  service  to  whom  I  could  apply  £>r  the  re- 
qmred  infoimation ;  and  in  a  few  days  I  was  advised  bv  a  letter  from  the  director 
general  that  Mr.  Ddmas,  administrator  of  the  second  division  of  the  direction 
general  des  douanes,  was  instructed  to  give  me  the  information  I  sought.  \ 
immediately  waited  upon  Mr.  Delmas,  who,  after  some  conversation  with  me 
upon  the  subject  of  mv  inquiries,  in  the  course  of  which  he  promised  me  the 
c^ial  co-operation  of  nis  department,  referred  me  to  Mr.  Masseron,  the  head  <^ 
one  of  the  bureaus. 

Mr.  Masseron  manifested  a  prompt  alacrity  in  furthering  the  objects  of  my 
▼irit,  and  kindly  informed  me  that  I  would  save  myself  much  trouble  by  pro- 
curing a  book  prepared  expressly  for  government  use  by  Mr.  A.  Delandre,  head 
of  one  of  the  bureaus,  entitled  ''  Traiti-pratique  des  douanes,"  which  contains  a 
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Ml  dieeet  of  all  the  reyeniie  laws  and  regulations  of  Francei  and  m  which  I 
would  be  likely  to  find  nearly,  if  not  quite,  all  the  information  I  required. 

I  sent  for  Mr.  Delandre's  liook,  and  found  it  fully  to  answer  Mr.  Masseron's  de- 
6cri|^on.  It  gives  all  the  laws,  decrees,  and  regulations  of  the  revenue  depart- 
ment of  France  now  in  force,  digested  and  arranged  conveniently  for  reference, 
and  in  so  compact  a  form  as  almost  to  defy  further  condensation.  I  saw  at  once 
that,  so  far  as  the  general  organisation  of  the  revenue  force  was  concerned,  the 
definition  of  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  respective  officers.  I  could 
add  nothing  to  the  clearness  or  sufficiency  of  Mr.  Delandre's  statement. 

If  I  knew  precisely  the  points  upon  which  information  is  most  needed,  I 
might*  perhaps,  have  gleaned  it  from  Mr.  Delandre's  pages,  and  other  sources, 
and  suomitted  it  to  you  in  a  more  compact  shape.  But  in  the  absence  of  spe- 
cific inquiries  I  found  that  no  digest  or  condensation  would  be  a  satis^EU^toiy 
substitute  for  this  thorough  and  comprehensive  work. 

The  French  revenue  system,  like  all  their  administrative  organization,  is  the 
fiaiit  of  nearly  a  century's  profitable  experience ;  it  is  singularly  logical  and  sys- 
Aematic ;  it  has  been  devised  and  usually  operated  under  the  direction  of  men  of  ^ 
great  administrative  abilities,  and  with  such  singular  skill  that  each  part  of  it, 
like  the  features  of  the  human  countenance,  seems  to  have  such  an  adaptation 
one  to  the  other  that  they  must  be  seen  altogether  to  be  properly  appreciated. 
I  have,  therefore,  concluded  to  send  you  the  work  of  Mr.  Delandre,  in  which 
will  be  found  nearly  everything  that  can  be  learned  from  the  revenue  experiences 
of  France  since  the  days  of  Colbert. 

I  also  send  you  a  complete  set  of  forms  used  in  the  customs  service,  for  whidi 
I  am  likewise  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Masseron.  They  are  very  neces- 
sary to  the  working  of  the  French  system,  and  may  be  studied  with  great  ad- 
vantage by  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  provide  the  checks  by  which  the  accounta- 
bility and  responsibility  of  subordinates  are  insured.  To  comprehend  them, 
however,  it  is  first  necessary  to  comprehend  thoroughly  the  personal  organiza- 
tion of  the  French  douanerie,  for  which  there  is  no  shorter  method  than  the 
study  of  the  first  three  hundred  sections  of  Delandre. 

I  also  send  you  a  little  work  entitled.  Guide  thearique  et  pratique  du  Ctmiri- 
buable  en  mattere  des  Contributions  indirectei  renferment  en  ce  qui  conceme  tpe- 
cialement  les  contribuables,  le  resume  des  lois,  des  instruction  et  de  la  jurispru- 
dence, far  L  8,  Isoard,  Controleur  des  Contributions  directes.  This  is  official, 
and  contains  all  the  practical  information  that  can  be  required  in  regard  to  the 
collection  of  indirect  taxes,  not  given  in  Delandre. 

The  French  government  collects  about  2,000,000,000  francs,  at  an  exp^iae 
of  about  350,000,000  of  francs,  annually.  Of  the  sum  thus  collected,  about 
400,000,000  francs  are  realized  from  direct  taxes,  and  the  rest  from  indirect  taxes, 
but  the  douanerie  organization  is  auxiliary  to  the  collection  of  the  whole  sum. 

I  do  not  think  so  large  an  amount  of  revenue  is  collected  by  any  government 
in  the  world,  with  so  small  a  loss  from  fraud,  as  in  France,  and  I  attribute  the 
fact  in  a  large  degree  to  the  method  by  which  the  agents  of  the  customs  are 
selected,  and  the  terms  upon  which  they  hold  their  places,  about  which  I  will 
add  a  few  words  in  addition  to  what  a  leader  would  be  likely  to  gather  frxHn  m 

Serosal  of  these  works.  The  whole  revenue  service  of  this  empke  is  under 
irection  of  what  is  termed  a  director  general,  who  alone,  of  all  the  officers  of 
the  customs,  is  in  direct  conmiunication  with  the  minister  of  finance.  The  labor 
of  this  general  direction  is  shared  by  a  central  bureau,  under  the  immediate 
orders  of  the  director  general  and  six  divisions,  each  having  an  administrator  at 
its  head.  These  admmistrators,  with  the  director  general,  who  presides,  form  an 
administrative  council,  and  regulate  what  is  termed  the  '*  central  administration." 
Then  there  is  a  director  in  each  department  of  the  empire  who  superintcnda 
the  department  service.  The  director  general,  the  administratorB  at  tne  head  of 
each  oivision,  and  the  directors  at  the  head  of  each  department,  are  the  only 
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officers  connected  with  the  cnstoms  department  who  receive  their  appointment 
directly  from  the  head  of  the  state.  They,  however,  and  all  their  sorordinates, 
are  appointed  for  life,  or  until  their  age  entitles  them  to  a  pension  and  retreat. 
Thej  never  commence  their  career  in  any  of  the  superior  grades,  but  have  to 
be  promoted  to  them  as  the  reward  of  continued  faithful  service  through  the 
lower  grades. 

All  the  officers  below  the  minister  of  finance  have  to  commence  their  career 
of  service  as  clerk  in  a  bureau,  at  a  salary  from  eight  hundred  to  a  thousand 
francs,  say  160  to  300  dollars  a  year,  according  to  the  class  they  are  found 
qualified  to  enter  upon  examination,  or  in  the  still  lower  grade  of  pr^pos^,  or 
ovei-seer,  on  a  salary  of  fit)m  S150  to  $160.  To  this  there  are  no  exceptions. 
The  present  director  general,  Mr.  Barbier,  has  passed  through  all  the  grades,  com- 
mencing as  simple  pr^pos^  des  brigades  in  the  direction  at  Strasbourg,  on  a 
salary  in  those  days  of  only  650  francs  (about  $130)  a  year. 

From  prdposd  oe  brigade  of  the  2d  class  he  was  advanced  to  the  first  class. 
He  then  became  brigadier  of  the  different  classes  successively ;  then  lieutenant  of 
the  3d,  2d,  and  1st  classes  in  succession;  then  captain  of  the  3d,  2d,  and  1st 
classes  respectively;  then  sub-inspector;  then  inspector;  and  so  on  up  through 
every  grade,  remaining  in  each  at  least  one  year,  until  he  finally,  at  60  years  of 
age,  reached  his  present  exalted  position  of  director  general,  councillor  of  state, 
and  commander  of  the  legion  of  honor. 

No  political  influence  or  favor,  no  revolution  in  the  government,  interferes 
with  this  law  of  promotion.  Even  in  the  revolution  of  1848,  no  modifications 
whatever  were  made  in  the  personal  of  the  douanes.  Mr.  Grdterin,  who  had 
risen  from  the  position  of  a  simple  clerk  in  a  bureau  to  which  he  was  appointed 
la  1830,  was  director  general  in  1848,  and  remained  such  until  he  retired  in 
1857,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Barbier.  The  political  vicissitudes  of  the 
government  have  no  more  appreciable  influence  upon  the  selection  of  the  revenue 
agents  than  upon  their  promotion. 

No  candidate  is  received  under  18  or  over  25  years  of  age  in  the  bureau 
service,  nor  in  the  out-door  service,  except  in  certain  inferior  employs,  and  upon 
terms  which  do  not  affect  the  general  poOcy.  On  presenting  himself,  the  postu- 
lant must  produce  proofs  of  his  age ;  that  he  is  a  Frenchman ;  that  his  moral 
character  is  unexceptionable ;  that  he  is  exempt  from  any  physical  deformity, 
and  that  he  has  the  necessary  means  of  supporting  himself  during  the  period 
that  may  elapse  after  he  is  accepted,  before  a  vacancy  occurs,  Ull  when  he 
receives  no  pay.  This  period  is  termed  '*supemumeriat,"  which  is  at  least  of 
one  year's  duration. 

On  producing  these  vouchers  he  is  sent  to  a  special  committee,  designated 
each  year  by  the  director  general,  for  examination  as  to  his  education  and  other 
aptitudes  for  the  service.    The  programme  by  which  he  is  tested  is  as  follows : 

1.  He  writes  a  page  ^m  dictation,  on  unruled  paper,  without  any  external 
aid  in  correcting  the  orthography. 

2.  He  copies  the  same  page. 

8.  He  is  required  to  give  a  granmiatical  analysis  of  part  of  the  text  thus 
copied. 

4.  He  is  examined  on  the  four  first  rules  of  arithmetic,  the  theory  of  propor* 
tions,  and  the  solution  of  various  problems  of  elementary  arithmetic 

5.  He  is  examined  on  the  metrical  system. 

6.  He  is  required  to  prepare  inventories  and  tables  after  a  given  model. 

7.  To  answer  various  questions  in  physical  geography  and  politics. 

8.  To  write  a  letter  or  note  on  a  given  subject. 

After  this  is  finished  the  postulaut  is  further  examined  upon  any  matters  to 
which  he  may  have  given  special  attention,  especially  on  tne  living  and  dead 
languages,  law,  chemistry,  natural  histoiy,  drawing,  &c.,  6cc,f  &c. 

The  results  of  the  examination  of  each  postulant  are  reduced.liP.Fdtuigt.apdj 
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all  the  trial  patyera  prodaeed  during  the  sesBion,  whidi  eommences  at  eight  in 
the  morning  and  closes  at  four  in  the  affcemoon,  are  annexed  to  the  report,  which 
eoncludee  with  a  written  statement  of  the  reasons  for  or  against  inscribing  dM 
name  of  the  postulant  on  the  list  of  candidates.  This  list,  when  complied,  is 
sent  to  the  director  general,  to  assist  him  in  preparing  his  list  of  candidal 
most  deserving  of  promotion,  which  is  submitted  annuaQj  to  the  minister,  ac* 
companied  with  all  the  documents  necessary  to  enlighten  him  as  to  their  re- 
spectiye  qualifications. 

The  number  of  supernumeraries  never  exceeds  a  twentieth  of  the  whole  nvm- 
ber  employed  in  the  bureaus,  and  a  preference  is  always  giy»i»  other  things 
being  equal,  to  the  sons  of  persons  of  good  standing  already  in  the  service. 

The  Bupernumeriat  never  lasts  less  than  a  year,  during  which  pmod  the  sue* 
eessful  candidate  is  detailed  for  service  either  in  the  bureau  of  the  central  ad- 
ministration, in  the  bureaus  of  direction,  or  in  the  principal  receiving  bureana, 
to  await  a  vacancy,  when  his  services  will  begin  to  receive  compensation. 

The  mode  of  examination  which  I  have  described  is  designed  exdusivdy  for 
candidates  entering  the  bureau  or  sedentary  service,  whether  in  Paris  or  the 
departments. 

For  admission  to  the  brigadier  active  service  th^re  is  no  supemumeriat,  and  the 
terms  of  admission  are  less  rigorous,  inasmuch  as  the  service  exacts  a  lower 
grade  of  accomplishments.  The  organization  of  Inrigades  is  based  upon  a  geiK 
eral  system  of  surveillance,  to  prevent  fraud  and  contraband;  it  consists  of  a 
single  line  of  post  or  brigades,  as  they  are  termed,  along  the  sea-coast,  and  a 
double  line  on  the  frontier. 

To  each  brigade  is  assigned  a  determined  tract  to  guard,  called  his  penthiar^ 
or  beat.  The  brigades  are  composed  of  captains,  lieutenants,  brigadiers,  sub- 
brigadiers,  overseers,  packers,  weighers,  storekeepers,  boatmen,  fee,  &c 

To  be  admitted  to  the  brigades  it  is  necessary  to  be  a  Frenchman,  20  years 
of  age  at  least,  and  not  more  than  25,  except  those  who  have  been  soldiers,  who 
m^  be  29,  if  they  apply  the  year  of  their  leaving  the  army. 

The  sons  of  persons  in  the  service  are  sometimes  received  as  young  as  18  iit 
capacity  of  sailors  and  overseers,  on  half  wages ;  but  their  service  before  20  does 
not  count  towards  their  retirement,  and  the  number  of  such  can  nev^  exceed 
two  per  cent,  of  the  effective  force  of  the  brigade.  The  postulants  must  nio- 
duce  certificates  of  good  conduct  either  from  the  mayor  of  the  place  where  tney 
usually  reside,  or  irom  the  regiment  in  which  they  have  served,  and  a  prefer- 
ence is  given  to  persons  who  have  served  in  the  army  or  navy. 
I  They  are  visited  by  a  physician  in  the  presence  of  a  obtain  in  the  revenue 
service,  who  gives  a  certincate  as  to  their  physical  condition,  their  instrucden* 
and  their  intelligence,  and  such  guarantees  of  their  morality  aa  are  to  be  formed 
in  their  social  relations,  and  past  habits  and  position.  They  most  know  how 
to  read  and  write,  though  in  the  case  of  simple  marines  the  standard  <^  clerical 
accomplishments  is  not  very  high ;  they  must  also  be  unmarried. 

Persons  entering  the  brigades  or  active  service  cannot  compete  for  places  ia 
the  bureau  or  sed^itary  service,  which  leads  to  the  highest  grades  of  the  service^ 
until  they  have  reached  the  grade  of  sub-inspector,  )>ut  any  accomplishmeale 
they  bring  into  the  brigade  service  will  count  in  their  promotion  to  this  point, 
as  well  as  to  their  subsequent  promotion,  so  that  no  person  begins  in  so  low  a 
position  that  he  cannot  aspire  to  the  highest ;  and  he  is  encouraged  eonstandy 
by  the  example  and  success  of  those  who  have  preceded  him,  as  in  the  case  oi 
the  present  &ector  general,  who,  as  I  have  already  stated,  entered  the  brigade 
service  a  simple  pr^pos^  or  overseer. 

The  compau9ation,^oth  in  the  active  and  sedentary  service,  is  small  for  the 
first  few  years,  never  amounting  to  $300  a  year;  but  the  yoang  officer  knows 
that  a  respectable  support  is  secured  him  for  life,  if  he  is  mitfaful  and  diligettt, 
and  whether  he  preserves  or  loses  his  health,  and  that  I4%m4<^F^^^  b43pr^vided 
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for  if  lie  dies  a  married  maxL  He  knowsi  also,  that  hie  promotion  will  depend 
upon  his  efficiency. 

The  hierarehical  system  of  promotion  in  the  French  service  is  insisted  npon 
with  inflezihle  rigor.  No  one  adrances  to  a  superior  grade  withont  having 
served  at  least  two  years  in  an  infMor  grade,  nor  to  a  superior  class  of  the  same 
grade  withont  at  least  one  year's  service  in  the  inferior  class. 

At  the  be^ning  of  every  six  months  the  sedentary  inspectors,  or  snh-in- 
Bpectors,  and  the  principal  receivers,  address  to  the  division  inspector  an  '<etat,'' 
or  list  of  the  officers  under  their  orders,  who  seem  to, possess  the  necessary 
foalifications  to  pass  into  a  more  elevated  class,  or  to  be  promoted  to  a  superior 
grade.  For  a  model  of  these  "etats"  see  the  blank  hereto  annexed,  marked  A, 
which  is  designated  in  the  official  series  of  blanks  as  Seri^  £,  No.  82.  I  had  it 
filled  out  with  the  "etat"  of  a  single  employ^  verificateur,  in  order  to  render  it 
more  intelligible.  In  this  list  they  state,  in  a  precise  though  summary  way, 
whether,  in  their  opinion,  the  employ^  deserves  promotion  on  account  of  the 
Iraigth  or  distinction  of  service.  The  division  inspector,  on  the  receipt  of  these 
fists,  prepares  a  similar  table  for  his  arrondissement,  which  he  addresses  to  his 
director,  accompanied  with  the  "etats"  of  the  principal  receivers  and  sub-in- 
spectors, and  his  own  observations  and  recommendations  in  regard  to  the  officers 
under  his  order.  Finally,  the  director  transmits  these  *'  etats  "  to  the  adminis- 
tration, with  what  is  termed  an  "  etat  general,'*  containing  his  views  of  the 
merits  and  demerits  of  the  candidates  recommended  for  promotion,  and  a  special 
•*  etat,"  to  embrace  the  clerks  in  his  bureau  entitled  to  promotion.  These  "  etats  " 
relate  exclusively  to  the  bureau  service.  A  similar  system  of  reports  is  required 
through  the  proper  hierarchy  for  the  brigade  service.  At  the  end  of  each  year 
the  director  general  makes  a  list  of  vacancies  which  are  expected  to  occur  during 
the  following  year,  and  another  one  of  all  those  who  have  oeen  found  to  possess 
Ae  qualifications  for  promotion.  This  list  is  sent  to  the  minister,  and  when  a 
vacancy  occurs  in  any  of  those  places,  (very  few  in  number,)  the  nomination  to 
wiiich  is  made  by  the  Emperor  or  the  minister  of  finance,  ^e  director  general 
•elects  three  candidates  from  the  list  referred  to  for  promotion,  and  the  minister 
•elects  one  of  the  three  for  the  vacancy.  If,  in  an  extraordinary  case,  there 
should  seem  to  be  occasion  to  make  an  exception  in  fovor  of  some  person  not 
<m  the  promotion  list,  whose  services  merited  immediate  recompense,  the  excep- 
tion must  be  made  the  subject  of  a  special  decree,  and  the  reasons  for  it  assigned 
in  writing  by  the  minister.  No  ninmnation*  however,  is  ever  made  by  the  director 
general,  or  by  any  one  below  him,  of  any  person  not  on  "  Etats  "  No.  82.  Thus, 
0veiy  man's  promotion  miunly  depends  upon  the  impression  his  official  conduct 
leaves  upon  those  superior  officers  with  whom  he  is  in  immediate  conduct,  and 
who  have  the  best  means  of  appreciating  him. 

As  an  additional  precaution,  and  for  the  better  enlightenment  of  the  director 
goieral,  on  the  1st  of  January  of  each  year  the  inspectors,  sub-inspectors,  and 
principal  receivers,  prepare  what  are  termed  "  twnolemenfs  tnoraux"  in  re|ard 
to  all  persons  under  their  immediate  orders  who  had  received  commissions  nrom 
the  director  general,  or  from  the  minister.  These  reports  are  expected  to  state, 
with  exactness  and  impartiality,  whether  the  employ^  has  received  a  liberal 
education;  if  he  has  initiative  discernment,  firmness,  deliberation;  the  grade 
ef  classic  and  admini«trative  mstruction ;  as  to  his  administrative  conduct ;  if 
he  is  zealous,  assiduous ;  if  his  private  life  is  creditable  to  the  administration ; 
as  to  the  position  of  his  family ;  if  he  is  married  or  single  ;  if  he  has  children, 
and  what,  if  any.  other  diarees ;  the  extent  of  his  personal  resources ;  if  he 
merits  promotion ;  if  he  wm  accept  it  in  any  department  of  the  service  in 
Algeria  and  the  colonies,  for  example,  and  to  what  grade  he  is  equal;  and, 
finally,  for  what  sort  of  employ  he  possesses  special  antitudes*  It  is  expected 
that  those  should  be  speciaAy  named  in  this  list  towards  whom  the  opinions  of 
ibrii  superiors  may  have  uiraergone  a  fovorable  chatige»  in  order  that  the  pp^' 


1372  OONSULAB    OOBBESPONDEirCE. 

yions  records  may  not  stand  in  the  waj  of  their  fatnre  promotion,  more  espe* 
ciallj  if  made  from  bad  motives  or  without  discrimination. 

Further  to  assist  the  authorities  in  reaching  accurate  conclusions  in  regard  to 
their  agents,  a  sjstem  of  annotations,  or  conduct  record,  has  been  adopted  since 
1802,  which  has  been  productive,  it  is  said,  of  the  happiest  efifects.  A  register 
is  kept  by  every  officer  in  command  in  the  active  or  out-door  service,  who  re> 
ceives  his  appointment  from  the  directors,  of  whom  there  are  thirty-one.  In 
these  registers  an  annotation  is  made  of  any  grave  negligence  in  the  servicet 
any  want  of  subordina^on  to  superior  officers  or  lack  of  respect  to  the  public* 
any  infraction  of  rules  against  passing  the  frontier,  entering  cabarets  unneces- 
sarily, drunkenness,  or  any  scandalous  conduct  outside  of  those  more  serious 
offences  which  involve  dismissal  from  the  service,  degradation,  or  surrender  to 
the  officers  of  justice.  These  annotations  are  transmitted  hierarchically  to  the 
captain.  The  captain,  after  veriMng  the  facts,  sends  it  with  his  remarks  to  the 
inspector,  who  sends  it  back  to  him  with  authoritrv  to  inscribe  the  annotation 
against  the  offender,  if  he  finds  the  facts  justify  it ;  if  not,  he  reserves  his  decision 
until  he  makes  his  next  tour  of  inspection  in  that  division. 

If  the  annotation  is  inscribed,  and  while  it  remams,  the  subject  of  it  is  inca- 
pacitated for  competing  for  promotion,  and  excluded  from  participation  in  certain 
gratifications  amounting  to  some  300,000  francs  a  year,  which  are  divided  amons 
certain  classes  in  the  active  service.  A  first  annotation  can  only  be  removed 
by  six  months  of  unexceptionable  conduct ;  a  second,  by  a  year's ;  and  a  thhd* 
by  fifteen  months. 

The  overseer  who  receives  a  fourth  annotation  for  an  offence  similar  to  the 
one  which  provoked  the  preceding  annotation,  forfeits  his  commission ;  and  for 
a  second  offence  he  is  sent  to  a  post  of  smaller  pay,  if  there  is  any.  The 
brigadier  is  degraded  for  the  third  annotation,  on  account  of  the  same  offence. 
Less  offences  are  visited  with  reprimands,  but  the  third  reprimand  in  die  couzae 
of  the  same  year  provokes  an  annotation. 

Thus  it  happens,  that  every  six  months  from  the  day  a  young  man  enteiB 
the  service  until  he  leaves  it,  a  careful  record  is  made  of  every  change  in  his 
conduct  calculated  to  affect  his  value  as  a  public  servant  He  is  judged  and 
reported  upon  every  year  or  two  by  different  persons,  so  that  he  never  can  be 
for  any  considerable  period  the  victim  of  unjust  prejudice  or  the  object  of  an 
undeserved  partiality.  Officers  who  make  these  reports  are  rendered  cautioue 
in  their  judgments  by  the  risk  they  run  of  having  them  received  each  successive 
year  by  officers  of  a  higher  grade  and  of  more  consideration,  as  the  subject  ci 
them  is  promoted.  These  records  remain  as  testimony  not  only  for  or  against 
the  officer  reported  npon,  but  for  or  against  the  fairness,  the  discrimination  aad 
the  vigilance  of  the  officers  reporting. 

Thus  every  official  phase  of  every  man's  career  in  the  revenue  service  of 
France,  for  nearly  a  century,  can  be  turned  to  and  verified  at  a  moment's  notiee. 
and  the  judgment  of  his  superiors  brought  to  a  test  which  frnmishes  the  highest 
possible  guarantee  against  prejudice  and  finvoritism.  Thus  the  fedthfrd  servant 
of  the  government  is  secure,  not  only  of  a  permanent  position  that  cannot  be 
seriously  affected  by  any  political  vicissitudes,  but  he  also  has  a  prospect  of  pro^ 
motion  according  to  his  merits,  depending  in  the  least  possible  decree  upon 
political  influence  and  personal  favor.  For  this  security  ^e  can  afford  to  accept 
comparatively  moderate  compensation.  The  emoluments  of  the  French  revenue 
officer  are  scarcely  half  what  are  enjoyed  by  officers  of  the  same  grade  in  the 
United  States ;  and  yet,  reckoning  the  cost  of  procuring  the  commission  and 
the  uncertainty  of  retaining  it,  the  United  States  office  is  not  nearly  as  well 
paid  as  the  French.  Here  is  a  list  of  the  salaries  paid  to  officers  of  the  c^itnl 
administration  in  France.  I  give  the  amount  in  dollars,  at  die  rate  of  five 
francs  to  the  dollar: 

Director  general,  $6,000  a  year;  admmistrators,  $2,400;  heads  of  bureust 
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four  classes,  $1,800,  $li^O,  $1,400,  $1,200 ;  sab-heads,  fonr  classes,  $1,100 
$1,000,  $900,  $800 ;  principal  clerks,  $700,  $600,  $540 ;  ezpeditionaires,  $480 
to  $240. 

In  the  departmental  service  the  salaries  range  as  follows : 

Directors,  four  classes,  $2,400,  $2,000,  $1,800,  $1,600;  directors'  clerks, 
divided  into  three  grades  of  two  classes  each,  receive  from  $600  down  to  $200, 
according  to  their  rank. 

Inspectors,  in  three  classes,  receive,  respectively,  $1,200,  $1,000,  $900.  The 
sub-inspectors,  also  composed  of  three  classes,  receive  $700,  $600,  $500. 

The  receivers,  divided  into  seven  classes,  receive  salaries  ranging  from  $1,200 
to  $500,  and  the  assistant  receives  from  $480  to  $;:^00.  The  controllers,  con- 
sifiting  of  four  classes,  receive  from  $600  to  $480.  The  verifiers,  in  three  classes, 
receive  from  $440  to  $320  and  less.    The  visitors,  $200. 

The  captains  receive  from  $480  to  $400 ;  the  lieutenants  from  $320  to  $240; 
brigadiers,  $200  to  $190  ;  sub-brigadiers  ^m  $180  to  $170 ;  overseers  or  pr^ 
pos^s,  sailors,  &c.,  &c.,  $160  to  $150 ;  storekeepers,  $200  to  $180. 

The  receipt  of  any  sort  of  present  or  gratuity  in  recompense  for  their  services, 
QKcept  from  the  state,  is  strictly  prohibited,  and  any  person  guilty  of  the  offence 
IB  visited  with  a  fine,  and  in  some  cases  with  imprisonment 

Besides  these  salaries  the  officers  of  the  French  customs  and  their  widows  are 
farther  secured  against  the  contin^ncies  of  the  future  by  retiring  pensions. 

At  the  age  of  sixty,  and  after  mirty  years'  service,  a  right  to  a  retiring  pen- 
sion, par  anciennete,  as  it  is  called,  is  complete.  Those  who  have  been  fifteen 
years  in  the  active,  as  distinguished  from  the  sedentary,  service,  can  retire  at 
fifty-five  years  of  age,  after  twenty-five  years'  services.  In  case  of  inability  to 
discharge  his  duty  m)m  moral  or  physical  causes,  the  full  term  of  service  is  not 
required  as  a  condition  of  being^tired.  The  pension  is  based  upon  the  average 
of  regular  emoluments  received  and  enjoyed  by  the  candidate  for  the  six  years 
preceding  his  application.  The  pension  is  the  one-sixtieth  of  the  average  pay 
for  each  year  of  service,  except  in  case  of  twenty-five  years  in  the  active  service, 
when  a  small  per-centage  is  added.  In  no  case  can  the  pension  exceed  three- 
fourths  of  the  average  pay,  nor  the  following  maximums : 

Pay       $200  and  under $150 

<'  202  to    $480,  §  of  the  average  pay,  not  to  go  below  $1 50. 

"           480  to       640 320 

"  640  to   1,600,  half  the  average  pay. 

l,600to    1,800 800 

l,800to   2,100 900 

"         2,100to  2,400 w 1,000 

"      above  2,400 1,200 

As  a  partial  indemnity  to  the  state  for  these  pensions,  each  officer  bears  a 
light  tax  every  year  upon  his  salary  while  he  is  in  the  service. 

All  the  law  and  regulations  upon  this  subject  will  be  found  in  Delandre, 
pages  98  to  113  inclusive. 

Such  is  the  system  by  which  France  trains  a  class  of  picked  men  for  her 
revenue  service  from  their  early  manhood ;  profits  by  the  labor  of  the  best  years 
of  their  Uves,  and  by  all  the  experience  and  skill  which  they  possess  and  ac- 
quire during  the  twenty  or  thirty  years  they  are  in  her  employ,  by  a  well  di- 
gested system  of  compensations  and  discipline ;  contrives  to  weed  out  all  who 
{rove  unprofitable,  and,  at  an  expense  far  below  what  the  same  service  could 
e  procured  for  in  any  private  business,  to  provide  herself  with  a  corps  of  firom 
twenty  to  thirty  thousand  men  remaiicable  in  every  respect  for  their  intelligence, 
their  efficiency,  and  their  fidelity. 

I  have  been  at  particular  pains  to  inform  myself  in  regard  to  the  fidelity  of 
the  sarvke,  and  what,  if  any,  kind  of  corruption  prevailed  in  jmy  oMto  depart- 
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ments.  I  was  asstired  bj  Mr.  Maaseron  that  such  %  thing  as  fraud  or  cornip- 
tkm  of  any  kind  was  almost  unknown.  The  STstem  of  inspection  is  so  ngorouSt 
the  reports  so  frequent,  and  the  consequences  of  fixing  an  act  of  corruption  or 
even  of  neglect  upon  anj  one  so  fatal  to  him,  that  it  is  impossible  for  an  evil- 
disposed  officer  to  get  up  through  the  lower  grades,  where  tne  ojM>ortunitie8  for 
committing  fraud  are  most  limitMl,  without  bemg  detected,  degraded,  or  dismissed. 
Any  man  who  has  an  imperfect  appreciation  of  the  value  of  a  rood  character, 
even  in  matters  of  minor  importance,  will  be  constantly  thrown  back,  and  §oxa 
annotations  for  the  same  offence  dismiss  him  from  the  service.  Under  such  a 
system  advancement  becomes  impossible  except  upon  ample  proofs  of  good  char- 
acter and  capacity. 

I  have  confirmed  this  impression  from  other  sources.  An  American  gentle- 
man, who  has  been  lastly  engaged  in  commerce  in  Paris,  assured  me  that  in 
all  the  principal  custom-nouses  of  the  world,  of  which  he  had  a  large  experiencct 
he  had  found  a  little  money,  judiciously  bestowed,  would  hasten  the  deliveiy 
of  goods  and  secure  other  important  £Bu:ilities  in  the  transaction  of  custom-house 
business,  but  that  in  France  ne  could  do  nothing  with  money ;  a  polite  and  re- 
spectful appeal  to  those  whose  service  he  required  was  the  only  stimulant  be 
had  ever  found  of  any  avaiL  During  my  residence  here  I  have  never  heard  of 
a  French  custom-house  officer  being  successfuly  a|^roached  with  money  or  a 
bribe  of  any  sort. 

The  French  customs  service  is  very  numerous.  The  following  is  about  the 
force  now  employed : 

Administrative  and  collecting  service : 

Directors 31 

Olerks  of  direction 167 

Principal  and  subordinate  receivers 790 

Gierke  of  all  classes 644 

Inspectors 95 

Sub-inspectors 82 

Oontrollers 86 

Verifiers  and  visitors 714 

2,609 

Active  or  brigadier  service : 

Captains 279 

Brigadiers  and  sub-brigadiers 5,087 

Lieutenants 545 

Overseers  of  all  classes 17,599 

Mounted  men 52 

Cockswains 394 

Sailors 1,420 

25, 374 


27,983 


A  large  force  b  necessary  for  a  service  conducted  with  so  much  system*  and 
where  so  much  work  is  reouired;  for  about  everything  that  is  done  by  aay  offi- 
cer in  command  is  reportea  upon  to  some  superior  in  writing.  It  is  in  this  wi^ 
that  the  supervision  and  accountability  is  rendered  so  perfect. 

But  there  is  another  reason  whv  a  larger  force  is  employed  dian  the  Bwple 
collection  of  the  revenues  absolutely  required.  The  revenue  force  of  France  is 
a  military  as  well  as  civil  organization.  Every  man  in  it  is  a  soldier,  and  ca^i^ 
ble  of  taking  the  command  to  which  his  rank  in  the  service  entitles  him.  If  he 
has  not  seen  active  service,  he  has,  at  least,  been  duly  trained  and  discq>Iiiied 
to  arms.    The  advantage  of  this  is,  that  the  force  thus  jmployed^^nd  sc^tarad 
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all  along  the  frontiers,  both  by  land  and  sea,  and  ^miliar  with  the  country,  con- 
stitutes a  reserve  of  incalculable  value  in  case  of  a  foreign  war.  It  can  garri- 
son all  the  frontiers  by  land  and  sea,  and  thus  liberate  the  whole  regular  army 
for  any  service  to  which  it  may  be  called.  This  actually  occurred  during  the 
Italian  campaign  of  1860.  Paris,  and  many  other  parts  of  France,  were  exclu- 
sively garrisoned  by  the  revenue  force.  Tms  seconaary  duty  does  not  interfere 
with  the  primary  duties  of  the  service,  because  till  their  beat  is  threatened  with 
invasion  they  can  attend  to  their  r^ular  business  as  usual,  and  when  that  id 
threatened,  of  course^  all  commerce  across  the  threateiM  point  is  suspended, 
and  the  brigades  are  occupied  in  watching  hostile  soldiers  instead  of  smu^lers. 

Permit  me  to  conclude  this  report  by  stating  my  conviction,  that  there  is 
much  in  the  organization  of  the  French  revenue  service  by  which  the  United 
States  might  profit,  and  I  deeply  regret  that  my  ignorance  of  the  detaib  of  our 
system  does  not  permit  me  to  point  out  more  specifically  the  lessons  to  be  de- 
rived from  it.  I  may  say,  however,  that  in  my  jud^oient  its  greatest  merits 
consist — 

1st.  In  the  perpetuity  of  the  tenure  of  office,  by  virtue  of  which  the  country 
profits  by  the  accumulated  skill  and  experience  of  its  servants. 

2d.  Its  system  of  promotion  secures  the  most  competent  and  faithful  m^i  f<v 
the  higher  and  more  responsible  grades  of  service. 

dd.  It  takes  only  young  men  into  service,  and  thus  secures  to  the  state  the 
b^iefit  of  their  service  during  the  best  years  of  their  lives ;  and, 

4th.  It  guarantees  to  them  a  constantly  improving  livelihood,  and  in  case  of  ^ 
accident,  provision  for  their  families,  upon  terms  which  furnish  the  incumbent  a 
constant  inducement  to  do  his  duty  faithfully,  and  to  render  distinguished  ser- 
vice when  an  opportunity  is  offered  to  him,  and  in  turn  secures  that  service  to 
the  state  at  very  advantageous  rates. 

Unhappily,  I  fear,  none  of  these  advantages  can  be  grafted  upon  our  system 
of  quadrennial  changes  in  the  administration.  The  whole  value  of  the  French 
system  depends  upon  the  permanent  tenure  of  the  service.  The  moment  that 
ifl  rendered  insecure  the  whole  fabric  crumbles  to  pieces;  and  unless  some 
method  can  be  devised  by  which  those  who  enter  the  subordinate  departments 
of  the  United  States  government  can  be  guaranteed  a  similar  permanence,  we 
must  pay  much  higher  salaries,  get  veiy  inferior  service,  waste  our  experience, 
and,  withal,  £eJ1  a  prey  to  the  infinite  brood  of  frauds  which  inevitably  result 
from  the  constant  conflict  between  interest  and  duty  which  our  execrable  prac- 
tice of  mutation  in  office  engenders. 

In  confirmation  of  the  high  estimate  I  have  formed  of  the  douane  organisation 
of  France,  it  is  proper  that  I  should  state  that  the  administration  has  been 
applied  to  by  several  foreign  governments,  including  Italy,  Russia,  and  Turkey, 
for  working  detaila  of  its  operation,  and  for  skilled  officers  of  the  French  ser- 
yice  to  aid  in  transplanting  it  to  their  soil.  One  of  these  officers  is  now  in 
Mexico,  organizing  a  new  revenue  system  for  that  country  entirely  upon  the 
French  model.  • 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  BIGELOW, 

United  State$  Cotunl 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secr^ary  of  State* 
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PBUSSIA. 

Mr.  Ve9€y  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  6.]  Amebican  Consulate, 

Aix'la-Chapdle,  February  21,  1863. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  the  circular  of  the 
department,  No.  30,  and  dated  the  24th  of  December  last,  directing  me  to  for- 
ward to  the  department  information  as  to  the  means  adopted,  in  the  country  oi 
my  official  residence,  for  the  protection  of  the  revenue,  and  the  collection  of 
duties  in  the  passage  of  goods  across  the  national  frontier. 

I  beg  to  refer  to  the  accompanying  extract  of  the  general  instructions  of  this 
government  to  its  officers  upon  the  subject.  The  sheet  marked  A  shows  the 
formalities  and  regulations  when  foreign  goods  are  imported  and  forwarded  in 
transitu,  or  stored  in  public  warehouses,  with  the  privilege  of  entry  for  home 
consumption,  or  for  re-exportation.  The  system  is,  I  am  informed  by  those 
who  are  in  business,  very  complete,  and  a  great  prevention  against  frauds  upon 
the  revenue. 

The  national  frontier  is  the  custom-house  boundaries;  localities  are  designated 
on  the  line  as  stations,  through  which  goods  are  allowed  to  be  brought  into  the 
country.  Where  canals  or  rivers  form  the  boundary,  the  legal  landbg  places 
are  designated  by  the  government  The  custom-house  boundary  is  protected 
by  a  body  of  men  who  are  uniformed  and  armed,  and  all  other  government 
functionaries  are  enjoined  to  render  assistance,  in  case  of  need,  to  prevent  frauds 
or  smuggling.  Goods  passing  the  frontier  must  travel  the  roads  prescribed  by 
the  government,  and  by  daylight,  from  sunrise  to  sunset.  The  carrier,  boat- 
man, or  person  in  charge  of  the  goods,  is  obliged  to  report  himself,  on  arriving 
in  the  country,  at  the  nearest  custom-house  establishment,  whether  the  goods 
are  liable  to  duty  or  exempted ;  he  must  make  a  declaration  of  all  goods,  wares, 
merchandise  or  provisions  under  his  charge.  The  form  for  this  declaration  is 
herewith  transmitted,  and  marked  B,  with  the  general  instructions  for  its  use 
indorsed  upon  it.  It  is  at  the  option  of  the  narty  importing  goods  to  enter  them 
for  home  consumption  and  pay  the  duty  at  tue  frontier,  or  have  them  taken  to  a 
custom-house  of  the  interior,  more  convenient  to  the  owner.  It  is  also  optional 
to  have  the  goods  examined  and  verified,  and  the  duty  ascertained,  either  at  the 
frontier  or  at  any  locality  of  the  interior,  where  the  amount  may  be  paid.  Bat  in 
either  case  the  goods  are  always  in  possession  of  the  custom-house  authoritiee 
in  the  transit  from  one  place  to  another,  and  are  kept  under  lock  and  key,  or. 
where  such  mode  is  impracticable,  one  or  more  leaden  seals  (plombage)  are 
attached  to  each  package.  A  time  given,  according  to  distance,  is  allowed,  and 
the  carrier,  with  the  owner  of  the  goods,  are  justly  and  severally  held  responsible 
for  the  delivery  at  the  place  of  destination  and  presentation  at  the  custom-house. 
In  order  to  insure  the  performance  of  these  obligations,  security  must  be  deposited 
for  the  approximate  amount  of  the  duty,  or  a  bond  entered  into  by  a  third  party. 
The  bondsmen  and  the  owners  of  the  goods  are  jointly  and  severally  held 
responsible  for  the  payment  Under  the  same  regulations  goods  may  be  stored 
at  the  depots  of  the  frontier,  or  removed  to  other  custom-houses  within  the  limits 
of  the  German  confederation,  with  the  privilege  of  being  entered  for  home  con- 
sumption or  re-exportation.  The  bondsman  in  this,  as  in  all  other  cases,  must 
be  a  third  party.  The  return  of  the  securities  deposited,  or  release  from  the 
bond,  is  granted  upon  a  certificate  being  presented  that  the  obligations  have  been 
complied  with.  All  goods  sent  in  transit,  either  to  another  custom-house  or  to 
the  frontier  for  re-exportation,  must  be  accoinpanied  by  a  way-bill,  granted  br 
the  custom-house,  a  copy  of  which,  marked  C  and  D,  b  herewith  transmitted 
The  first  named,  G,  shows  that  the  goods  have  been  examined,  and  the  amount 


oomiTLU  uonKMFOKUBBnaBi  £377 

of  duty  aBcertained  at  the  frontier^bat  allowed  to  be  removed  to  another  custom- 
house for  the  payment  of  the  duty.  Form  D  is  used  for  goods  that  are  removed 
under  bond,  either  for  storage  in  a  public  warehouse  or  for  transhipment  to 
another  country.  These  documents  are  issued  in  duplicate,  one  given  to  the 
owner  and  the  other  to  the  carrier,  and  they  are  required  to  sign  an  obligation 
to  feithftilly  comply  with  the  terms  and  reffulations  set  forth  therein.  When  the 
goods  are  presented  and  over  the  frontier  the  way-bill  is  indorsed,  the  bondsman 
released,  or  the  amount  deposited  refunded.  The  manher  in  which  the  record 
of  way-bills  is  kept,  and  the  receipts  granted  for  Ao  same,  is  exhibited  in  the 
copies  of  four  forms,  marked  fVom  E  to  H,  herewith  transmitted.  No  printed 
forms  can  be  obtained  at  the  custom-house  here.  To  guard  against  frauds  the 
forms  are  counted  over  to  each  clerk  o#  a  department,  who  is  held  responsible 
for  ihe  number  received. 

Ghods  must  not  exceed  a  reasonable  time  in  reaching  their  d^tination,  and 
in  no  case  are  way-bills  granted  for  a  longer  period  than  four  months. 

No  fees  are  exacted  for  the  pei-formance  of  any  duties  of  public  functionaries. 
The  cost  of  leaden  seals,  roping,  labor-hire,  &c.,  is  charged  by  die  custom-house ; 
but  officers  and  clerks  receive  no  fee  or  gratuity. 

Goods  may  be  stored  in  the  public  warehouses  for  any  term  not  exceeding 
two  years.  The  charge  for  storage  differs  at  different  places,  according  to 
localhy,  but  in  no  case  is  the  charge  more  than  diree  cents  (American)  per 
month  for  one  hundred  wei^t  (equal  to  104  American)  of  liquids  per  month, 
and  two  cents  for  all  other  kinds  of  goods.  The  goods  can  never  be  removed  . 
until  all  claims  of  the  government  are  satisfied.  This  being  on  inland  town, 
the  forementioned  regulations  and  formalities  apply  to  goods  brought  by  common 
carriers  or  boats.  The  custom-house  reflations  in  force  were  framed  in  1838, 
but  their  main  features  apply  to  the  moaem  transit  by  railroad ;  the  companies 
are  considered  common  carriers,  and  are  held  responsible  as  such ;  they  are, 
therefore,  exceedingly  cautious,  in  receiving  goods,  to  see  that  the  custom-house 
regulations  are  strictly  complied  with.  Declarations  are  made  out  in  two  lan- 
guages, German  and  French ;  a  translation  of  these  documents,  marked  I  and 
K,  with  copies  of  the  forms  attached,  are  herewith  transmitted.  I  also  transmit 
a  translation,  marked  L,  of  the  railroad  convention  between  Prussia  and  France. 
This  convention  forms  a  part  of  the  commercial  treaty  lately  concluded  between 
the  two  countries ;  it  definiBs  the  whole  system,  and  might  perhaps  be  found 
useful  in  the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  Canada.  1  also  beg  to 
hand  the  department  a  book,  marked  M,  containing  the  French-German  treaty 
above  alluded  to,  as  well  as  the  new  tariff  and  correspondence  of  several 
German  courts  upon  the  si^ect.  I  annex  a  translation  of  ike  index ;  also  a 
pamphlet,  marked  N,  that  examines  die  treaty  and  points  out  Uie  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  it,  and  refers  to  statistics  that  may  be  considered  interesting  to 
the  department.  The  accompanying  book,  marked  0,  is  a  hand-book  for 
the  use  of  custom-house  officers  in  Germany ;  refers  to  the  tariff  and  rules  to 
assist  the  officer  in  the  dischai^e  of  his  duties,  and  points  out  the  different  by- 
laws of  various  parts  of  the  German  confederation. 

In  the  hope,  sir,  that  the  foregoing  will  be  considered  satisfactory  to  the  de- 
partment, I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

W.  H.  VESEY. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Sbwaxd, 

Secretary  of  StcUe, 

87  m 
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BELGIUM. 

Mr.  Crawford  to  Mr,  Seward, 

No.  17.]  Consulate  of  the  United  Statrs, 

Antwerp,  February  26,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jour  circular  No.  30, 
making  certain  inquiries  as  to  the  mode  of  ''passing  goods  across  the  national 
frontiers,"  &c.,  &c. 

All  goods,  with  but  few  exceptions,  pass  through  the  kingdom  of  Belgium 
free  of  dutj ;  but  in  order  to  protect  the  government  against  &auds,  the  follow- 
ing precautions  are  taken  bj  the  custom-house  officers,  during  the  passage  of 
goods  from  one  frontier  to  another,  yiz :  All  goods  on  entering,  and  daring 
flieir  transit  through  Belgium,  are  placed  under  seal,  and  a  custom-house  per- 
mit is  forwarded  with  the  goods,  which  must  be  presented  at  the  frontier  nt>m 
which  the  goods  are  exported.  If  the  permit  is  not  returned  within  six  months 
to  the  place  of  its  issue,  then  the  duties  must  be  paid  hy  the  party  who  entered 
the  same  for  transit.  There  is  another  mode  of  transit,  callea  ''  direct  transit," 
under  the  immediate  control  of  the  custom-house  authorities  during  their  passage 
through  Belgium.  Thej  are  placed  in  a  car,  locked  up  by  a  custom-house 
officer,  who  retains  the  keys  until  thej  arrive  at  the  national  frontier.  If  this 
mode  is  selected,  then  the  custom-house  authorities  assume  all  responsibilitj, 
and  the  person  sending  the  goods  can  under  no  circumstances  be  held  re> 
sponsible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


SWITZERLAND. 

Mr.  Wolf  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  30.]  Consulate  of  the  U.  S.  op  Ambeica, 

Basle,  Switzerland,  March  9,  1863. 
Sir  :  In  accordance  with  circular  No.  30,  dated  December  24,  1862,  which  I 
received  February  12,  1863,  I  have  obtained  some  information  in  reference  to 
the  protection  of  revenues,  and  the  collection  of  duties  in  the  passage  of  goodf 
to  Switzerland  and  across  the  irontier.  Switzerland  is  divided  into  six  depart- 
ments for  collection  of  duties.  Basle  belongs  to  the  first  department ;  the  cus- 
tom-house is  located  at  this  city.  This  department  comprises  Basle  cit7«  Bade 
land,  canton  of  Aragan,  and  the  frontier  line  of  the  cantons  of  Berne  and 
Solem. 

i.«— importation  and  the  formalities* 

The  importer  has  to  make  a  written  declaration  stating  the  value  and  deeerip* 
tion  of  the  merchandise.  All  merchandise  to  be  examined  and  inspected  by 
the  officer  at  the  custom-house,  except  such  merchandise  as  is  declared  un- 
der the  highest  class  of  tariff^this  is  No.  9^-and  pays  15  francs  per  100, 
BruUo  weight.  The  importer  has  to  bear  the  expenses  for  packing,  which  an 
only  a  trifle. 

For  every  wagon  load  of  goods  a  declaration  has  tP^bflJi|f4@>  ind  th^  < 
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bouse  officer  is  authorized,  if  necessary,  to  open  and  to  examine  every  package, 
and  if  in  accordance  with  the  declaration,  it  is  packed  up  again  without  any 
charges.    I  enclose  herewith  a  form  of  declaration. 

II.— -TRANSIT  ACROSS   SWITZERLAND. 

For  transit  of  goods  a  written  declaration  is  required,  and  the  officer  of  the 
custom-house  may  inspect  and  examine  the  same  if  necessary,  issue  a  cei- 
tiiicate,  which  must  he  presented,  in  a  eiyen  time,  to  the  officer  of  the  frontier 
custom-house.  The  transit  toll,  for  a  distance  of  ei^ht  hours,  is  five  centimes 
for  one  hundred  pounds  weight ;  over  that  distance,  thirty  centimes.  Gk>ods  may 
be  transmitted  under  seal  of  lead ;  for  every  package,  fifty  centimes  has  to  be 
paid. 

III. — EXPORT, 

The  formalities  for  export  are  very  simple.  A  written  declaration  must  be 
made,  and  for  almost  all  the  goods  twenty  centimes  per  quintal  must  be  paid. 
Merchandise  under  seal  of  lead,  as  in  transit  from  Switzerland  across  France, 
requires  two  written  declarations.  The  charges  of  the  French  custom-house  are, 
for  every  package  fifty  to  seventy- five  cents ;  and  if  wagons  with  goods,  for 
every  1,000  kilogrammes  twenty- five  to  fifty  cents.  Merchandise  exported  from 
BwiUserland,  via  France,  to  any  country  where  no  international  transit  is  in  ex- 
istence, such  merchandise  has  to  be  examined  at  the  French  frontier  custom- 
house, every  package  to  be  sealed  with  lead,  and  forwarded  under  guarantee. 
The  charges  for  every  package  are  seventy-five  cents;  for  seal,  seventy-five 
centimes ;  and  for  guarantee,  seventy-five  centimes. 

IV. — ^THB  PENALTY  FOR  A  VIOLATION  OF  THE  REVENUE  LAW. 

A.  Whoever  imports,  exports,  or  transmits  merchandise  liable  to  duty,  or 
takes  the  same  out  of  the  public  warehouse,  aeainst  the  rules  and  regulations  -, 

B.  Whoever  imports  and  exports  merchandise,  liable  to  duty,  over  certain 
non-allowed  roads,  or  to  places  not  being  ports  of  entry ; 

C.  Whoever  leaves  the  prescribed  roaa  firom  a  by-custom-house  to  a  general 
Gostoro-house; 

D._  Whoever  appears  with  merchandise  liable  to  duty,  and  passes  the  custom- 
house for  one  hundred  yards  without  being  at  liberty  to  do  so ; 

E.  Whoever  fails  to  tender  the  officer  of  the  custom-house  the  toll,  in  whole 
or  in  part; 

F.  Whoever  makes  an  incorrect  statement  of  his  merchandise  for  the  purpose 
of  lessening  the  toll ; 

O.  Whoever  declares  the  weight  five  per  cent,  too  low,  or  the  value  at  least 
ten  per  cent,  lower,  with  the  purpose  of  lessening  the  toll ; 

Bl.  Whoever  appears  across  the  line  in  Switzerland  with  merchandise  liable 
to  paying  duty  at  the  closed  hours,  against  the  rules  and  regulations ; 

Every  one  who  thus  acts  contrary  to  the  above-named  regulations  will  be 
punished,  for  the  first  time,  with  a  penalty  from  five  to  thirty  times  the  value 
of  the  toll,  in  addition  to  the  fees,  &c.  In  repeated  cases  the  fine  may  be 
doubled,  and,  under  certain  circumstances,  two  years'  confinement  in  the  peni- 
tentiary sentenced,  subject  to  the  pardon  of  the  federal  government 

One  part  of  the  fine  the  informer  receives;  one  part  the  treasurer  of  the 
canton ;  and  the  balance  must  be  paid  over  to  the  federal  treasury. 

Enclosures:  No.  1.  Form  of  declaration  for  import;  No.  2.  Form  of  declara- 
tion for  transit. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  youi;  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  WOLFF,  , 

UniUd  StaUi  Omtulgl^ 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Seward,  4r.,  ^r.,  ijfc. 
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SPAIN. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  S^ufOdt. 

No.  160.]  BSTASTMBfUT  OP  StATB, 

Washingtoth  Deeemher  11,  1862. 
Sir:  Tour  despatches  ef  the  28th  of  November  (110)  and  Deeember  3  (111) 
which  relate  to  the  case  of  Demetrio  de  Bostamente,  a  naturalized  Spaniard, 
have  been  received.  It  is  a  soorce  of  satisfEu^tion  that  the  affair  has  gone  oS» 
either  really  or  apparently,  by  accident,  without  rendering  any  direct  proceeding 
upon  it  by  this  government  necessary.  The  national  interest  is  benefited  by 
avoiding,  so  far  as  possible,  aD  occasions  of  irritation  in  our  foreign  interoonrae. 
Such  occasions  unavoidably  occur  often  enough,  as  incidents  ot  our  present 
internal  distraction,  without  our  seeking  to  multiply  them.  I  do  not  Unnk  it 
expedient,  therefore^  to  raise  a  question  about  the  effect  of  naturalization*  exo^ 
when  a  case  inviting  it  has  actually  arisen. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
B.  W.  Shupeldt,  Esq., 

United  States  Ckmeul  Oeneral,  Havana. 


Mr.  Sewmrd  to  Mr.  Shm/ddL 

No.  178.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  Stxtb, 

Washington^  January  31,  1863. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  January  21  has  been  leeeivedf  and  the  infofmation  ft 
contains  communicated  to  the  Navy  Department. 

Your  proceedings  in  the  case  of  the  Oreto  and  her  captures,  and  also  in  the 
matter  of  the  Reannie,  ad  reported  by  you,  are  approved.  A  representatioQ 
will  be  made  to  her  Majesty's  government  in  each  of  these  cases.  It  k  doe  to 
that  Rovemraent  to  say  that  it  has  thus  hx  manifested  no  rehictiHice  to  consider 
the  claims  which  have  been  presented  to  it  for  redress  in  cases  of  injuries  eom- 
micted  by  its  agents,  and  certainly  no  other  than  the  most  friendly  and  cordial 
fbelings  towards  the  United  States. 

Almost  the  last  despatches  from  Madrid  brought  ns  concessionB  hi  sveh  a 
ease,  which  arose  at  Malaga,  as  liber^  in  form  and  effect,  having  doe  reference 
to  the  magnitude  of  the  case,  as  those  we  have  accorded  to  the  Spanisli  govem* 
Aient  in  the  case  of  the  Blanche. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
B.  W.  Shufblot,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul  Oeneral,  Havana. 


BAVARIA. 

Mr.  Webster  to  Mr.  SeUfard. 
[Extract] 
No.  I6.j  Co^SULATB  OP  THB  UnITB»  BtaTBS  OP  AlffififCA, 


Sir: 


Munichf  August  22,  18G3. 


I  will  with  pleasure  present  the  books  jrotl  adviiw^ist  ^f  JjQtJfee  S^varian 
government,  as  soon  as  they  arrive.  ^ 
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In  this  connexion  I  would  like  instruction.  The  question  is,  ought  the 
United  Spates  to  be  subjected  to  the  payment  of  duties  upon  her  oum  property 
sent  bj  her  to  her  consulates  in  foreign  countries,  for  the  proper  and  public 
use  of  the  consulate,  or  for  presentation  to  the  "government  or  that  country  f 

I  can  find  nothinr  upon  the  subject  in  the  books  at  mj  command.  In  De- 
cember, 1861,  I  made  a  presentation  to  a  counsellor  of  the  ministry  for  foreign 
affairs  of  my  views  of  the  case,  verbally,  and  as  a  result  received,  free  of  duty, 
the  case  of  stationery  sent  me  by  your  excellency,  a  report  of  which  will  be 
found  in  despatches  Nos.  8  and  9  of  that  year. 

But  &e  daim  has  been  since  revived  at  the  custom-house  in  eveiy  instance 
of  an  arrival  from  the  department,  and  in  every  instance  enforced,  with  the 
exception  of  the  case  of  books  presented  to  the  Bavarian  government  in  April 
last;  but  even  this  exception  was  obtained  after  much  labor  and  many  vexatious 
delays,  as  reported  in  despatch  No.  7  of  the  present  year.  Whether  I  shall 
succeed  in  being  allowed  to  present  the  books,  now  announced  as  on  the  way, 
to  the  Bavarian  government  free  of  du^,  remains  to  be  seen. 

Do  Bavarian  consub  in  the  United  States  pay  duty  upon  supplies,  &c.,  sent 
them  by  their  government  for  their  official  uset  If  not,  we  should  have  equal 
privileges. 

I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  I  make  no  personal  claim  of  exemp- 
tion from  liability  to  pay  custom  dues  upon  anything  I  may  import  for  my  pri- 
vate use, 

I  BSOpBirf  with  gieat  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

FEANKLIN  WEBSTER, 

United  States  Consul, 

His  Excellency  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington^ 


Mr.  Chase  to  Mr,  Seward. 


Tbbasury  Department,  October  20,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  despatch  No.  16  from  the  United 
States  consul  at  Munich,  in  which  inquiry  is  made  in  regard  to  the  exemption 
from  duty  in  the  custom-houses  of  the  United  States  of  articles  burnished  to 
Bavarian  consuls  in  this  country  by  their  own  government  for  official  use. 

I  sent  this  despatch  to  the  collector  at  New  York  for  his  report,  which  I  en- 
close for  your  information,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  difficulty 
experienced  by  our  consul  at  Munich,  in  regard  to  the  books,  &c.,  would  be 
obviated  if  these  national  presents  were  addr^sed  to  our  minister  there. 
With  great  respects 

8.  P.  CHASE, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


CvnoM-Horn,  Niw  Ybuc, 

CbOeehr'i  OJhe,  October  16,  1868. 
8iB :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  13th  iDBtant,  ea- 
closiDg  acommanication  from  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State,  tntfismittlDg  a  despatch 
from  the  Uaited  States  consul  at  Munich,  in  regard  to  the  exemption  from  duty  in  the 
custom- houses  of  the  United  Slates  of  articles  fonidshed  by  foreign  goTernments  for  the  use  ' 
of  their  resident  consuls. 
In  reply  to  the  inqoky  of  your  letter,  I  have  to  state  that  the  praetioe  of  this  office  IS^toJ 


1382  CONSULAB  COKRESPOKDENCE. 

^arp^e  duty  on  all  dutiable  articles  imported  for  the  ose  of  oontulg,  same  as  on  anj  other 
^Uiportation  of  turticlt^B  for  personal  use  of  pei^oos  residing  in  the  (Jnlted  States.  The  oolj 
exceptions  which  interoational  comity  has  made  are  in  l>ehalf  of  ambassadors. 

The  decision  and  doctiine  of  the  department  on  this  question  will  be  found  on  page  594 
of  general  regulations  of  the  treasury,  of  February  1,  1857. 

It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  remark  that,  the  privileges  of  foreign  ministers  being 
reciprocal  between  all  nations,  tbe  difficulty  experienced  by  our  consul  at  Munich  in  regaid 
t<>  the  books,  &c.,  would  be  obviated  if  these  national  presents  were  addreasod  to  oar 
minister  there. 
The  documents  enclosed  in  your  letter  are  herewith  returned. 
I  Ml,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HIRAM  BARNEY,  Oikehr. 
Hon.  8.  P   Chass, 

Seeritary  qf  the  Tmuury, 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Ckase, 


Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  October  24,  1863. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
die  20th  instant,  enclosing  a  report  of  the  collector  of  customs  of  New  York,  in 
regard  to  the  exemption  from  duty  in  the  custom-houses  of  the  United  States  of 
articles  furnished  to  Bavarian  consuls  in  this  country  by  their  own  gOYemment 
for  official  use. 

The  suggestion  which  you  make,  that  books,  &c.,  sent  by  the  government  of 
the  United  States  to  an  American  consul  would  be  exempted  from  duty  if  di- 
rected in  the  first  instance  to  the  resident  minister  of  the  United  States  in  the 
country,  is  inapplicable  to  the  case  of  Bavaria,  as  we  have  never  been  repre- 
sented in  that  country  by  a  diplomatic  officer. 

I  beg  leave  to  suggest  for  your  consideration  whether  it  may  not  be  advisable 
that  books,  stationery,  and  like  articles,  imported  by  foreign  consuls  resident  in 
the  United  States,  or  sent  to  them  by  thefr  respective  governments,  and  intended 
solely  and  entirely  for  official  use  in  their  several  consulates,  be  admitted  free 
of  duty ;  this  is  a  privilege  which,  it  is  understood,  is  enjoyed  in  many  instanoea, 
through  courtesy,  oy  United  States  consuls  abroad. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Hon.  S.  P.  Chasb, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Mr,  Chase  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Treasuby  Dbpabtmbnt,  October  28,  1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  communicatien 
of  the  24th  instant,  relative  to  duties  upon  articles  furnished  to  forei^  consuls 
in  this  country  by  their  own  governments  for  official  use. 

Your  suggestion,  *'  whether  it  may  not  be  advisable  that  books,  statioiieiy, 
and  like  articles,  imported  by  foreign  consuls  resident  in  the  United  States,  or 
sent  to  them  by  their  respective  governments,  and  intended  solely  and  entirely 
for  official  use  in  their  iseveral  consulates,  be  admitted  free  of  duty,''  is  worthy 
of  consideration ;  and  I  will  take  early  occasion  to  bring  the  subject  to  the  a^ 
tention  of  Congress. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  CHASE, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Sewabd,  C^r\r\n]o 

Secretary  of  State.  "'^'^'^^'  ''  ^OOglC 
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HANSEATIQ.  AND   FREE   CITIES. 

Mr,  Boenutein  to  Mr.  SewarJL 

[Extract.] 

No.  89.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Bremen,  September  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  This  consulate  is  dailj  crowded  with  men  wishing  to  enlist  in  onr  army. 
Having  received  no  orders  to  this  effect  from  the  department,  I  am  bound  to 
Bend  them  off  again. 

Could  no  arrangement  be  made  to  send  those  men  to  the  States  free  of  charge, 
as  emigrants!     Some  of  them  are  even  willing  to  have  the  travelling  expenses 
deducted  from  the  bounty  or  wages.    Had  I  authority  I  could  have  sent  a  few 
brigades  to  the  States  already.  •  •  •  •  •  • 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  BOERNSTEIN, 

United  StaUe  Vice- Consul,  Bremen. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StatCf  Washington. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Boemstein* 

Ko.  55,]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  6,  1862. 
Sir:  Your  despatch  of  September  J 3  (No.  89)  has  been  received.  The 
War  Department  has  been  consulted  heretofore  concerning  the  offer  of  induce- 
ments to  foreign  officers  and  soldiers' to  migrate,  and  join  our  armies.  But  it 
has  thus  far  found  no  such  necessity  for  a  measure  of  this  kind,  as  would  over- 
balance  the  inconveniences  and  annoyances  which  might  result  from  it.  The 
country  presents  inducements  to  emigrants,  as  well  in  military  as  in  civil  life, 
but  it  is  in  no  such  straits  as  to  require  extraordinary  efforts  or  sacrifices  to 
promote  such  an  immigration.  All  tnat  seems  necessary  for  our  representatives 
abroad  to  do  is  to  direct  attention  to  such  social  facts  as  are,  or  ought  to  be, 
onivecsally  known. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Boernstein,  Esq., 

United  /States  Vice- Consul,  Bremen. 


Mr.  Murphy  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  35,  of  1863.]  Consulate  General  op  the 

United  States  of  America, 

Frankfort-on-the^Main,  April  8,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  shipper's  receipt  for  seventy-nine 
packages  of  linen  and  lint,  shipped  in  the  Hamburg  steamer  Hammonia,  Cap- 
tain Schwensen,  consigned  to  the  Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  Wash- 
ington, and  care  of  Austin,  Baldwin  &  Co.,  New  York.  This  last  shipment  is 
for  12,033  German  pounds,  and  what  is  equivalent  to  13,036  English  pounds, 
and  is  a  part  of  those  articles  contributed  by  the  Germans^  mostly  ^my  con- 
8alar  juriddiction,  for  the  wounded  soldiers  in  the  Union  army.,^^^ oyGoOQlC 
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The  freight  on  this  I  have  paid  to  Hamburg;  from  thence  to  New  Toxk  I 
have  procured  it  to  be  carried  free.  The  amount  paid  for  this  freight  was  in- 
cluded in  my  draft  drawn  on  the  Department  of  State  the  Slat  of  March  nltirao. 

The  next  shipment  will  be  for  ovior  fifteen  thousuid  pounds,  and  will  be  made 
direct  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  unless  different  instructionB  shall  in  the  mem 
time  be  received. 

The  charges  on  this  have  all  been  paid  asd  indaded  in  the  draft  before 
mentioned.  I  am  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  get  it  carried  down  the  Bhine  to 
Rotterdam  without  any  charge. 

From  a  letter  published  in  one  of  the  Washington  papers  I  observe  thai  a 
large  quantity  of  lint  and  linen  will  not  be  need^  for  the  soldiers,  but  the  con- 
tributors will  be  satisfied  to  have  it  sold  and  put  to  any  other  uses  which  the 
Sui^eon  General  of  the  armv  shall  deem  fit  and  proper. 

The  linen  must  now  be  of  great  valine  in  America,  and  can  be  sold  for  higli 
prices.  I  regret  to  say,  the  Hanoverian  government  detained  this  last  sMp- 
ment  of  linen  and  lint  for  nearly  four  weeks,  demanding  the  export  duty  of 
three  thalers,  or  $2  10,  per  quintal.  I  have  been  enabled,  however,  to  funiish 
the  said  government  witn  satisfactory  evidence,  and  procured  the  release  of  the 
shipment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  i^th  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedientservant, 

WILLIAM  W.  MURPHY, 
United  StaUs  Cannd  GemeroL 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaro, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Stanton. 


Dkpabtmbwt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  May  5,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  for  your  information,  a  despatch 
(No.  35,  of  1863)  received  from  Mr.  Murphy,  the  consul  general  of  the  United 
States  at  Frankfort-on-the-Main,  nn  regard  to  contributions  of  lint  and  linen 
which  have  been  made  in  Oermany  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  army. 
I  will  thank  you  to  return  the  despatch  with  your  reply. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Hon.  £.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Murphy. 


Vo.  80.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  May  5,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  d^patch  of  April  8  (No.  35)  has  been  received,  together  with 
the  shipper's  receipt  for  seventy-nine  packages,  shipped  in  the  Hamburg  steamer 
Hammonia,  consigned  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War.  I  learn  ^m 
your  note  that  the  consignment  covers  13,000  pounds  of  linen  and  lint,  and  that 
this  is  onlv  an  instalmeut  of  supplies  contributed  by  Germans,  most  c^  whom 
reside  within  your  consular  district,  for  the  relief  of  wounded  soldiers  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States. 

Having  lost  no  time  in  transferring  the  receipt  to  the  hands  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  acknowledge^  m  behoof Jliejbaei^ 
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icsn  people,  a  gift  winch  eould  not  be  overraliied*  even  if  it  were  to  be  regarded 

«8  proceeding  from  the  simple  motire  of  Ghristian  charity.    The  contribntioii 

txnmes  opportunelj  to  us,  however,  as  a  token  of  the  sympathj  of  our  German 

brethren  with  the  cause  of  the  American  Union,  one  of  whose  aspirations  it  has 

been,  and  yet  i8»  to  oflbr  an  asylum  to  th^  exile  and  the  oppressed  of  all  nations. 

We  think  ourselves  authorised  also  to  regard  the  gift  as  a  contribution  of  the 

German  people  to  the  eause  of  impartial  Ireedom,  which,  by  means  of  this 

painful  civil  war,  has  become  identified  with  the  cause  of  the  American  Unioii. 

You  will  make  lihese  admowledgments  known  to  the  donors  in  some  manner 

vhudi  will  be  respeetfbl  to  ^e  government  of  the  free  city  of  Frankfort. 

I  am,  8ir«  your  most  obedient  servanti 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
W.  W.  Murphy,  Esq., 

U.  8.  ConnU  Gmeralf  Framkf^rt 


Mr,  Stanton  to  Mr.  Seward, 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  May  22,  1663. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  fifth 
instant,  transmitting  a  despatch  (No.  35,  of  1863)  from  Mr.  Murphy,  the  consul 
generaJ  of  the  United  States  at  Frankfort-on- the- Main,  together  with  the  ship- 
per's receipt  for  seventy -nine  packages  of  lint  and  linen»  contributed  in  Qermany 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States  army. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  upon  reference  of  your  coufc- 
munication  with  its  enclosure  to  the  Surgeon  General,  the  same  has  been  returned 
by  that  oflScer,  with  a  report  in  the  following  words,  viz : 

"Arrangements  have  oeen  made  for  the  reception  and  distribution  of  all  such 
contributions,  and,  on  the  ninth  instant,  a  requisition  was  sent  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  asking  for  funds  to  meet  the  expenses  connected  with  this  transporta- 
tion." 

A  requisition  to  meet  the  expenses  above  mentioned  has  been  sent  to  the 
Treasury  Department. 

I  will  thank  vou  to  convey  to  Consul  General  Murphy,  and  through  him  \m 
the  donors  of  these  timely  contributions,  the  thanks  of  this  department  and  of 
all  those  for  whose  benefit  and  relief  the  same  were  intended. 

In  accordance  with  your  request,  the  despatch  of  Mr.  Murphy  is  herewith 
returned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIK  M.  STANTON, 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Secretary  of  War. 


Mr.  Murphy  to  Mr,  Seward. 


Ko.  139.]      Consulate  General  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

Frankfort'On-the-Maint  September  17,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  communication  which  appeared  a  few  days 
ago  in  the  Jot^mal  de  Frankfort,  of  the  15th  of  September  ultimo,  a  French  paper 
published  in  this  city,  in  ravor  of  th6  Napoleonic  system  of  government,  and 
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feostained  for  tbat  purpose  hy  French  funds.  The  letter  purports  to  be  writloi 
from  New  York,  aud  the  writer  is  supposed  to  be  one  of  the  editors  of  the 
"  Courier  des  EtaU  Unis,'*  of  New  York.  The  letter  is  only  of  a  similar 
character  with  a  great  many  others  from  the  same  source  published  almost  daily 
in  that  paper.  Some  of  these  letters  allege,  among  other  things,  that  many 
divisions  of  our  army  have  received  no  pay  for  months ;  that  our  army  is  badly 
fed  and  taken  care  of;  that  Pope's  army  is  in  a  state  of  insubordination  and 
demoralized ;  that  our  generals  are  so  jealous  of  each  other  as  to  refrise  to  render 
assistance  to  either  when  needed,  &c.  Such  letters  contain  but  little  truth,  but 
they  have  a  very  injurious  effect  upon  American  stocks,  of  which  a  large  amount 
is  held  in  this  city. 

Many  of  the  telegrams,  too,  which  are  sent  from  America,  via  Gape  Race,  seem 
to  be  in  the  secession  interest,  as  the  first  news  coming  in  that  direction  is  also 
generally  against  the  Union  cause.  Even  such  malicious  telegrams  as  the  entire 
and  unconditional  surrender  of  McGlellan's  army,  and  of  New  Orleans,  came 
by  that  route,  and  over  Renter's  line  of  telegraph,  and  caused  great  losses  in 
stocks  of  our  country  held  in  Europe.  I  do  not  know  that  the  government  is 
able  to  put  a  stop  to  these  false  telegrams ;  but  if  so,  it  ought  to  be  done.  It  may 
be  possible  to  detach  Renter's  line  from  the  secession  interest,  and  it  ought  to  be 
done  by  our  government. 

The  news  of  the  great  defeat  of  our  army  at  Bull's  run,  or  Manassas,  a  second 
time,  creates  a  great  feeling  of  sadness  among  the  Americans  here.  Oar  d^eat 
before  Richmond,  in  July,  created  great  rejoicing  among  the  numerous  seces- 
sionists now  living  in  Europe,  as  well  as  with  the  reactionary  party  generally 
on  the  continent  The  friends  of  the  Union  in  (Jermany  are  begiuning  to  ex- 
press doubts  about  our  being  able  to  crush  out  this  rebellion.  I  am  sorry  to 
notice  many  of  our  Americans,  travelling  in  Europe,  are  feeling  in  the  same 
way,  and  bankers  holding  American  securities  are  also  getting  impatient  over 
the  great  delay  of  our  army  in  making  any  progress  in  that  respect.  It  is  sad 
to  think  that  our  army  is  no  further  advanced  in  Virginia  than  it  was  a  year 
ago.  Generally,  intelligent  and  highly  distinguished  military  officers,  who  are 
watching  our  contest  closely,  and  studying  attentively  the  movements  of  our 
armies,  attribute  all  our  reverses  to  incompetent  officers.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
this  is  not  true,  but  that  our  officers  are  as  well  skilled  and  brave  as  those  of  the 
secession  army. 

It  is  thought  a  few  more  such  defeats  of  our  army,  as  the  last  two  reported 
Jiere,  will  bring  about  the  recognition  of  the  south. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  W.  MURPHY, 

Consul  General, 

Hon«  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  SUUe. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Murphy. 


No.  48.]  Department  of  State, 

Watkington,  October  11,  1B62. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  17th  of  September  (No.  139)  has  been  received, 
together  with  the  newspaper  which  it  describes.  People  are  fond  of  excitemoit, 
and  the  writer  you  allude  to  fully  understands  popular  sensibilities.  It  may  be 
found  that  he  has  improved  the  recent  successes  of  the  Union  cause  to  balance 
the  prediction  of  disaster  to  that  cause  which  he  indulged  after  the^reverses  sus- 
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tamed  by  General  Pope.    Happily,  a  war  caimot  be  lost  or  a  State  subverted 
merely  by  criticisms  of  military  measurea  or  political  administration. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,    • 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
W-  W.  Murphy,  Esq., 

United  States  CJojuul  Oetieral,  Frankfort, 


Mr.  Murphy  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Bxtraot.] 


Hfo,  138.]     Consulate  Gbnbral  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

Frankfort'On-the-Main,  September  15,  1862.  . 

Sib  :  The  greatest  excitement  prevails,  as  well  on  the  exchange  as  amongst 
the  public  at  Targe,  since  the  last  American  news  of  the  5th  instant,  about  other 
resmtless  battles  and  positive  defeats  of  our  troops,  have  been  announced  by  the 
telegraph,  and  have  led  even  to  apprehensions  for  the  safety  of  Washington. 
The  usual  tranquillity  of  the  summer  season  was  prevailing  during  the  week, 
until  the  said  reports  created  so  great  an  alarm  that  not  only  American  stock 
was  abundantly  offered,  but  also  at  a  sudden  decline  of  about  eight  p^r  cent,  and 
the  fear  of  the  continuation  of  the  war  beyond  the  current  year  led  to  the  most 
fiigh1;eniDg  surmises  about  commerce  and  industry.  Europe  depends  too  much 
upon  American  consumption  to  be  able  to  be  a  quiet  looker-on  when  the  latter 
is  evidently  diminishing  from  day  to  day.  Cotton  and  cotton  goods  have  gone 
up  40  to  50  per  cent.,  or  in  the  same  degree  as  the  value  of  the  American  securi- 
ties is  going  down.  Everybody  here,  it  is  true,  believes  in  the  final  victory  of 
the  government  over  the  rebellion,  if  it  is  not  interfered  with,  but  at  the  same 
time  the  conviction  is  gaining  ground  that  the  great  European  powers  will  not 
delay  any  longer  their  intervention,  unless  the  conflict  is  soon  terminated,  and 
that,  especially,  Louis  Napoleon  will  make  Mexico  the  pretence  of  sending 
troops  across  the  Atlantic  to  enforce  the  recognition  of  the  southern  confederacy 
ttnd  the  opening  of  the  blockade. 

Mason  and  SlideU  are  openly  spoken  of  here  as  inclining  towards  monarchical 
principles  to  satiate  their  hatred  and  revenge  upon  the  north  and  promote  their 
own  selfish  interests.  The  frequent  secret  visits  which  Slidell  is  said  to  pay  to 
Louis  Napoleon  may  stand  in  intimate  connexion  with  the  plan  to  join  the 
Confederate  States  and  Mexico  into  one  empire,  with  a  Napoleon  prince  on  the 
throne.  Every  Americanos  heart  must  bleea  within  him  if  he  has  to  listen  to  or 
read  the  discussion  of  such  plans,  which  will  be  given  at  once  when  new  ad- 
vances and  victories  of  the  south  make  the  retrogressive  party  of  Europe  rejoice 
over  the  defeat  of  the  north,  and  the  injury  done  to  the  cause  of  freedom  gene- 
rally. This  is  the  more  deplorable  at  a  time  when  the  efforts  of  our  govern- 
ment to  attract  the  cause  of  emigration  are  to  be  promulgated  by  its  diplomatic 
and  consular  agents  abroad,  and  when  the  best  intentions  to  promote  these 
efforts  are  counteracted  by  such  discouraging  and  humiliating  news. 

The  transactions  of  the  Bourse  are,  of  course,  not  enlivened  by  such  news, 
the  entire  activity  being  limited  to  discussion.  Nobody  is  inclined  to  buy 
American  stock  at  present,  however  inducing  and  profitable  speculation  may 
appear  from  the  lowness  of  the  prices.  In  fact,  a  few  more  such  defeats  and 
our  credit  is  gone  in  Europe  for  years.    Mistrust  in  the  solidity  of  our  govern- 
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mental  system  is  increaaing  from  day  to  day,  and  the  goyemment  is  more  sns- 

Sected  and  abused  at  present  than  eFer  before. 
«  ♦  «    .  «  *  ♦  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  W.  MURPHY,     . 
Vkifed  Sta$e9  ConnU  GeneraL 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  te  Mr,  ifurphy. 

No.  42.J  Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Wa:ihinglath  October  6,  1862. 
Sir:  Tour  despatch  of  September  15  (No.  188)  has  been  received.  Your 
account  of  the  excitement  produced  in  Europe  by  the  reverses  to  our  national 
armies  at  the  close  of  the  month  of  August  is  very  interesting.  It  is  probable 
that  the  expectations  of  our  ruin  which  were  then  so  generally  expressed  havQ 
been  somewhat  modified  by  intelligence  of  later  events.  Gk^eat  states  do  noi 
often  fall  from  their  orbits,  though  sometimes  unexpectedly  an  eclipse  obscures 
them. 

I  am,  shr,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
W.  W.  MrRPHY,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul  General^  Frankforp. 


AUSTRIA. 

Mr,  Canisius  to  Mr,  Seward, 


No.  22.]  OONSULATB  OF  THB  U.  S.  OP  AMERICA  AT  ViENNA, 

September  17,  1862. 

Sir:  ••••••  • 

After  die  capture  of  Oaribaldi  I  addressed  the  following  letter  to  the  great 
leader  of  the  Union  party  of  Italy: 

VoimA,  Septemher  1,  18tt. 

General:  As  jou  have  fliiled  fbr  the  present  to  accomplisli  the  mat  and  patriotic  woxk 
yoQ  lately  undertook  in  the  intereit  of  yonr  beloved  fetberiand,  I  t&e  the  liberty  to  addregs 
joyself  to  you  to  ascertain  whether  it  would  not  be  against  your  present  plans  to  lend  ns  a 
hdpinir  hand  in  our  present  strogrle  to  preserre  the  U  torty  and  unity  of  our  ^reat  republic 

The  oattle  we  fight  is  one  whi(£  not  only  interests  ourselyes,  but  also  the  whole  dviiized 
world. 

The  welceme  and  enthusiasm  with  which  you  will  be  veceired  in  our  land,  where  you  onaa 
lived,  will  be  boundless,  and  your  position  to  lead  our  brave  soldiers  into  battle,  to  stiike  for 
the  same  principle  for  which  you  have  fought  so  nobly  during  your  whole  life,  will  be  such 
as  you  may  desire. 
I  would  be  happy,  general,  to  receive  a  reply  from  you  if  poeslble. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  lespectfally,  &^, 

THEODORE  CANISIUS, 

VniUd  SUUts  C^nnd, 
Genend  GARiBAuyf, 

Spezia,  lUdjf.  Digitized  by  CjOOglC 
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'  To  this  G^oenlOadbaUi  replied  «f  fellows: 

Varignana,  September  14,  18(52. 

8iR :  I  am  a  prisoner  and  dangeionslj  wounded ;  therefore  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  dispose 
of  ng^self. 

1  believe,  boWever,  that  when  my  imprisonment  shall  cease,  and  my  wound  heal,  the 
favorable  opportunity  shall  have  come  in  which  I  will  be  able  to  satisfy  my  desire  to  serve 
the  (Treat  American  republio,  of  which  I  am  a  citizen,  and  which  to-day  fights  for  the  uni- 
versal freedom. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

G.  GABIBALDL 
Theodore  Canisius, 

United  State*  Consul  at  VUnna. 

I  received  the  above  letter  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  of  September,  and 
hasten  to  report  the  above  to  70U  without  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reepectfully,  Ace., 

T.  CANISIUS, 


Hon.  W.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  WaahingUm,  D.  C. 


United  States  Omnd. 


Mr.  Canuius  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 


No.  24.]  Consulate  op  the  U.  S.  of  America  at  Vienna, 

October  4,  1862* 

Sir  t  The  letter  addressed  to  me  by  General  Qaribaldi  has,  as  I  expeeted# 
created  a  great  commotion  thronghont  Eorope,  and  has  produced  the  very  best 
effect  for  the  north.  When,  in  consequence  of  the  unfavorable  news  brought 
by  every  steamer,  the  sympathy  m  Europe  for  us  grew  less  and  less,  I  thought 
the  time  had  come  to  let  the  world  know  what  the  great  hero  at  the  castle  of 
Varignana  thinks  of  us  and  our  cause.  I  deemed  this  the  more  important  while 
the  great  Garibaldi  demonstrationfl  in  England  wece  taking  place.  The  eorre* 
apoMence  was  therefore  published  by  me  at  once.  Subsequent  events  hare 
shown  that  my  calculation  was  a  correct  (me,  because,  since  the  publication  of 
this  correspondence,  our  cause  has  undoubte^y  gained  ground  in  Europe.  How 
the  secessionists  like  the  letter  of  (Garibaldi  can  be  seen  by  readinj?  the  letter  in 
the  London  Times  of  the  25th  of  September.  The  comments  of  such  papers 
as  the  Times  made  upon  the  correspondence  between  Gkuibaldi  and  myself 
have  undoubtedly  induced  the  prisoner  to  declare  in  his  address  of  September 
28,  in  which  he  thanks  the  English  nation  for  the  synipathy,shown  to  him,  that 
Ei^land  ought  to  be  die  ally  of  the  United  States  and  sustain  the  north  in  this 
istruffgle  against  slavery. 

I  have  also  thanked  Garibaldi,  in  a  letter^  hi  the  name  of  my  government  and 
country  I  represent,  for  his  noble  sentiments  he  has  expressed  in  our  favor. 

I  do  not  doubt  that  you  will  approve  of  ihe  steps  I  have  taken  in  regard  to 
this  matter  without  having  instructions.  I  believe  a  representative  abroad  must 
always  act  at  the  right  time. 

Garibaldi  is  a  power  in  Europe  and  Ae  great  represeDtatire  cit  ererytUng 
that  is  liberal  and  noble,  and  we,  therefore,  ought  to  avail  ourselves  of  this 
power  without  delay.    I  believe  it  would  be  becoming  to  the  United  States  and 
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the  great  prisoner  to  send  one  of  <mr  war  steamers  to  Yarignana  and  take  Inm 
on  boajrd  before  this  will  be  done  by  an  English  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

T.  OANI8IU8. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Srward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Mr.  Canuitu* 


No.  15.]  Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  October  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  the  17th  ultimo  brings  a  letter  which  was  written  by 
you  to  General  Garibaldi  on  the  first  of  September  last. 

X  am  directed  by  the  President  to  inform  you  that  your  proceeding  in  writing 
that  letter  is  disapproved. 

First.  It  is,  in  its  nature,  not  a  consular  but  a  diplomatic  act,  trsfuscending 
your  proper  functions,  which  is  considered  the  more  unpardonable,  when  it  is 
remembered  that  the  United  States  are  represented,  not  only  at  Turin,  but  at 
Vienna,  where  you  reside,  by  a  minister  invested  with  the  most  ample  diplo- 
matic authority,  constantly  receiving  special  instructions  from  this  department 

Secondly.  Although  the  proceeding  of  inviting  General  Garibaldi  to  join  the 
armies  of  the  United  States  may  have  seemed  to  you  to  have  been  warranted 
by  the  fact  that  this  government,  a  year  ago,  tendered  a  command  iu  our  armies 
to  that  distinguished  soldier,  yet  your  proceedings  are  not  at  all  parallel  to 
those  which  attended  that  case.  That  invitation  was  given  by  the  President's 
direct  authority,  and  was  not  communicated  to  General  GaribaJdi  until  the  con- 
sent of  the  King  of  Italy,  in  whose  service  the  general  then  was,  to  its  trans- 
mission, was  obtained  by  the  diplomatic  representative  of  this  country,  acting 
wider  direct  instructions  from  this  department. 

Thirdly  In  your  communication  to  General  Garibaldi  you  describe  his  re- 
cent movement  as  a  great,  patriotic  work  undertaken  in  the  interest  of  his 
country,  although  the  fact  was  known  to  you  that  the  undertaking  had  been 
prohibited  by  the  government  of  that  countrv,  and  that  General  Garibaldi  was 
taken  in  arms  against  that  government.  The  policy  of  the  United  States,  in 
regard  to  Italy,  is  absolute  abstinence  from  all  mtervention  in  its  domestic  af- 
fairs. You  have  taken  up  an  issue  between  the  government  and  a  portion  of 
the  people  of  Italy  who  nad  risen  in  arms  against  it. 

At  the  present  conjuncture,  when  every  care  is  necessarily  taken  to  avoid 
injurious  complications  in  foreign  affairs,  and  especially  in  Europe,  proceedings 
on  your  part,  so  entirely  divergent  from  this  judicious  policy,  cannot  be  ove^ 
looked.  Upon  these  grounds  your  commission  as  consul  at  Vienn^  is  with- 
drawn. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEW  AM). 

T.  Ganisius,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul  at  Vienna. 


Jl.>.  Canisius  to  Mr.  Seward, 


No.  25.]      OONSULATB  OF  THE  UnITBD  StATBS  OF  AMBRICA  AT  VlE^fTA, 

November  7,  186i. 
Sir  :  Tour  despatch,  dated  October  10,  in  which  you  communicate  to  me 
that  the  President  has  disapproved  of  the  letter  I  have  written  to  Garibaldi, 
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and  that  my  commiBsioa  as  codbuI  at  Vi^uia,  therefore^  has  been  withdrawal 
was  received  yesterday. 

I  have  to  submit  to  the  decision  of  my  government,  but  I  believe,  if  the  Pres* 
ident  had  been  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  under  which  I  was  induced 
to  write  this  letter,  he  would  not,  at  least,  have  removed  me. 

It  is  customary  throughout  Europe,  I  believe,  that,  wherever  a  consul  resides, 
no  applications  of  foreign  officers  who  desire  to  enter  into  our  army  are  made 
to  the  minister,  because  it  is  regarded  more  as  a  business  matter  tlmn  a  diplo- 
matic affair.  If  I  recollect  right,  the  first  offer  to  serve  in  our  present  war 
was  made  to  Garibaldi  by  our  consul  at  Antwerp.  >  I  have  here  received  at 
least  hundreds  of  applications  from  officers  who  desire  to  enter  into  our  army, 
and  not  only  from  Austrians,  but  also  from  Prussians,  Bavarians,  Italians,  and 
other  nations. 

At  the  time  I  wrote  the  letter  to  Garibaldi  he  was  no  longer  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  King  of  Italy,  or  anybody  else ;  he  was  onlv  waiting  for  the  am- 
nesty to  go  to  a  foreign  country,  as  the  King  and  all  other  monarchs  desired 
him  to  do.  My  letter  could,  therefore,  offend  neither  the  one  party  nor  the  other, 
a«d  not  the  slightest  complication  could  ever  have  occurred  in  consequence  of 
it.  The  style  of  my  letter  could  also  not  be  offensive  to  the  Italian  govern- 
ment, as  it  is  a  positive  fact  that  that  government  considered  Garibaldi's  move- 
ments patriotic,  but  not  seasonable.  The  subsequent  amnesty  of  Garibaldi,  and 
all  his  volunteers  9f  Aspromonte,  is  a  proof  of  this.  The  circular  of  the  min- 
ister, Durando,  to  the  Italian  diplomatic  corps,  is  1^:10 ther  proof  that  the  gov- 
ernment considered  Garibaldi's  movements  patriotic  The  language  of  my 
letter  could,  therefore,  offend  neither  the  government  nor  the  people  of  Italy. 

When  Garibaldi  was  at  Varignana,  waiting  for  his  pardon  and  release,  I  con- 
aidered  him  as  discharged  from  the  service  of  every  party,  and  merely  a  private 
citizen.  The  principle  I'eason  why  I  wrote  this  letter  to  him  was  to  show  to 
£urope,  and  especially  to  England,  which  admires  Garibaldi  so  much,  that  his 
sympathy  is  in  our  favor,  and  not  in  favor  of  the  south.  The  physical-  help 
of  Garibaldi  we  shall  hardly  ever  have,  but  his  moral  aid  we  have  got  already 
now,  and  it  has  strengthened  our  cause  throughout  Europe.  I  was  anxious  to 
effect  this  at  a  time  when  almost  everybody  seemed  to  turn  against  us.  If  I  had 
had  any  idea  that  any  of  our  diplomatic  corps  would  have  made  known  the  sen- 
timents of  this  celebrated  man,  or  that  our  President  could  have  had  the  slightest 
objection  to  it  for  policy  sake,  or  that  the  inducement  to  Graribaldi  to  help  us 
fight  was  not  a  business  matter  belonging  to  a  consul,  but  a  diplomatic  affiur, 
nothing  could  ever  have  induced  me  to  write  to  Garibaldi. 

I  consider  such  a  punishment,  as  a  removal  from  my  place,  rather  severe,  be- 
cause it  throws  myself  and  wife  and  children  helpless  intojdie  streets  of  Vienna, 
with  no  means  to  return  to  my  adopted  home. 

All  I  have  will  be  the  consolation  that  I  have  labored  during  my  short  offi- 
cial life  with  all  my  zeal  and  heart  for  the  best  of  my  government  and  country* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  kc,, 

T.  OANISIUS, 
United  States  ComuI. 

Hon.  W.  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  StaU,  WashingUm^  D,  O. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Canmm, 


No.  18.]  Department  op  State, 

Washingf4m,  December  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  government  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Italy  having  been  informed 
of  the  revocation  of  your  commission,  and  the  grounds  for  that  proceeding,  haa 
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geoeronsly  admovltdeed  ike  MnsaAeratioa  tbaB  maniiBsted  fiir  diat  kmfl 
the  United  States,  and  has  reciprocated  it  bj  requesting  that  the  impn&d 
jomr  part,  which  rendered  the  reroeattoB  necessary,  naj  be  ofverlooked. 

The  President  has  had  gveat  pleascure  in  acceding  to  this  request,  and  jon 
will,  therefore,  resume  your  official  functions  as  oooral  ait  Vienna. 
I  am,  sir,  jour  obedieiit  servant, 

WILLIAM  K  SEWAED. 

ThBODORB  GANI8IU8,  EsQ., 

Vnieed  States  CkmmL  Vtimna, 


ITALY. 

Mr.  Lawrence  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[ExtnuTt.] 


No.  11.]  CoiisuLATB  Obnwial  of  thb  Umtsd  Statbs* 

Florence,  Mardk  2,  186& 

Sir  ;  In  accordance  with  Ae  request  made  by  tfie  Secretary  of  State  in  cir- 
cular No.  30,  I  transmit  herewilii  copies  of  the  royal  decrees  of  King  Victor 
Emanuel  of  October  29,  1851,  and  September  11,  1862,  establishing  for  the 
kingdom  of  Italy  a  uniform  system  of  rules  and  regulations  for  the  collection  of 
external  revenue  and  custom  dues. 

These  documents  will  be  found  to  contain  answers  to  most  of  the  aueries  pro- 
pounded by  the  Secretary  in  the  aboye  circular,  so  fkr  as  this  Kingdom  is 

concerned.  ' 

•  •••••  •  •  • 

T.  BIGELOW  LAWRENCE, 

Consul  General. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Seward, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


CHINA. 

Mr.  Oeorge  F.  Seward  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  M6.]  Consulate  ok  the  United  States, 

Shanghai,  Fehrtiary  21,  1863. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  the  revised  river  regulations,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed* 
I  have  the  honor  to  point  out  to  you  the  urgent  need  existing  for  a  consul  at 
Chin^dang. 

By  the  regulations  duties  are  collectable  at  Chin^^hiang,  Eiu-kiang,  and 
Han-kow.  Chin-kiang  is  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Tangtsze,  above  the 
arm  of  the  sea  which  forms  its  debouchure.  Kiu-kiang  and  Han-kow  are 
fiirther  up,  and,  respectively,  about  d/>0  and  450  miles  from  Chin-kiang.  The 
commerce  of  the  river  is  confined  to  the  upper  ports,  and  Chin-kiang  has  aa  yet 
no  importance  beyond  that  derived  from  its  character  as  a  barrier. 

In  order  to  prevent  trade  at  other  places  than  those  named  In  the  reguktions. 
and  consequent  loss  to  the  revenue,  a  most  rigid  scrutiny  into  the  movement  of 
vesaels  is  enforced.  This  scrutiny  is  followed,  when  firanda  are  discovered,  by 
a  confiscation  of  vessel  or  cargo,  or  both.  ^  gitized  by  C  ^  ^ 
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The  investigation  of  caaes  of  suspected  or  detected  frands  falls  in  most  in- 
stances at  Ghin-kiang.  Why,  will  be  readily  understood  by  recalling  its  po- 
sition and  the  distance  to  the  next  declared  port. 

In  the  absence  of  a  consul  these  investigations  are  conducted  by  the  Chinese 
local  authorities.  The  case  stands,  then,  that  our  immense  interests  on  the 
Yanetsze  are  abandoned  to  the  caprice  or  avarice  of  the  Chinese  officers. 

That  such  abandonment  works  vast  detriment  to  our  interests  is  manifest. 
The  great  theories  of  the  treaties  of  the  western  nations  with  China  indicates 
that  detriment  is  to  be  expected  from  such  premises,  and  the  facts  of  the  instance 
declare  in  the  same  direction.  American  property,  to  the  value  of  not  less  than 
$50,000,  has  been  confiscated  at  Chin-kiang  since  the  1st  of  January.  It  would 
be  hard  to  say  that  our  citizens  have  not  suffered  any  injustice  in  this  way. 

A  consul  at  Chin-kiang  must  be  carefully  chosen  and  well  salaried;  this, 
because  he  will  need  firmness  and  prudence  to  secure  justice  for  his  countrymen 
and  to  avoid  collisions  with  the  authorities,  and  because  the  expenses  of  living 
in  this  part  of  China  are  incredibly  high ;  nothing  less  than  $3,500  per  year 
will  suffice. 

I  would  urge  the  matter  more  at  length  did  I  think  it  would  give  more  force 
to  the  argument  to  do  so ;  as  it  seems  to  me,  however,  that  the  facts  will  carry 
their  own  comments,  I  desire  to  add  only  that  other  western  nations  are  wiser  in 
their  relations  of  this  nature  than  we.  To  such  an  extent  is  this  true,  that  I 
venture  to  assert  that  nothing  but  the  indomitable  enterprise  and  uniform  good 
sense  of  our  people  enable  them  to  sustain  an  unequal  competition  with  the 
subjects  of  other  powers. 

Could  this  fact  be  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  our  legislators  I  should  feel 
vastly  more  confident  of  the  future  of  our  commercial  interests. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

GEORGE  F.  SEWARD, 

United  States  Consul. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


[From  the  North  China  Herald  of  December  13,  1862.] 

REVISED  REGULATIONS  OP  TRADE  ON  THE  YANGTSZE-RIANO. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  North  China  Herald  : 

llR.  Editor  :  As  joar  distant  readers  cannot  be  supposed  to  nnderstand  the  question  ei' 
the  navigation  on  tbe  Yangtsze-kiang,  nor  to  appreciate  the  importance  of  the  retrogprad» 
step  lately  taken  by  the  English  and  American  ministers,  it  may  be  naeM  to  state  clearly 
why  the  community  of  Shanghai  are  surprised  and  disappointed  by  the  **  revised  regula* 
tions*'  to  the  decree  shown  by  the  recent  contributions  to  the  press.  I  propose,  therefore*  to 
state  as  briefly  as  possible  some  of  the  main  points  of  the  case. 

First,  then :  The  Yangtsze-kian^  flows  for  many  hundred  miles  through  the  richest  prar- 
inces  of  China,  and  the  products  ot  an  exceedingly  active  and  industrious  people,  numbering 
many  times  the  population  of  Great  Britain,  can  best  reach  a  market  from  its  banks,  which 
present  an  immense  number  of  points  from  which  native  goods  can  be  sent  to  the  treaty 
ports,  and  at  which  foreign  merchandise  can  be  conveniently  delivered.  Between  these 
various  points,  also,  a  very  extensive  commerce  was  formerly  carried  on,  and  this  commerce, 
although  now  paralyzed  by  the  rebellion,  was  likely  to  increase  immensely  as  soon  as  steam* 
was  thoroughly  applied  to  it.  I  should  waste  time,  and  pay  a  poor  compliment  to  the  intel- 
ligence of  your  readers,  were  I  to  enlaree  upon  the  advantages  to  arise  from  unrestricted 
commerce  on  so  neat  a  river,  or  upon  tne  increase  of  revenue  to  the  imperial  government 
which  must  surely  have  followed.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  gain  to  all  parties  conc«nM4 
must  have  been  .enormous. 

Now,  Mr.  Editor,  this  magnificent  domain  for  the  development  of  commerce  was  supposed 
to  have  been  once  and  forever  conquered  for  free  trade  by  Lord  Elgin  in  1858,  and.  tha.£alr 
lo¥ring  are  some  of  the  grounds  upon  which  this  supposition  was  based :  C^  OOqIp 

88   M  -.gitizedby  ^ 
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Ist.  By  the  English  treaty  of  J858  the  whole  interior  of  China  was  opened  to  foreignerB, 
who  were  declared  to  bo  at  liberty  to  go  everywhere  for  the  purposes  of  trade,  and  even  to 
build  houses,  warehouses,  &c.,  wherever  thoy  pleased. 

2d.  By  a  special  article  of  the  same  treaty  (No.  10)  it  was  agreed  that  "British  ships  shall 
hare  authority  to  trade  upon  great  river  (Yangtsze,)'*  and  it  was,  moreover,  agr^  that 
three  ports  ot  entry  should  be  established  upon  the  river  after  its  waters  were  freed  fr<Mn  the 
insurgents. 

3d.  The  establishment  of  these  three  ports  of  entry  (as  provided  for  in  the  latter  portion  of 
the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  above  alluded  to)  was  not  meant  to  limit  foreign  trade  to  thcee 
points,  but  its  object  was  simply  to  tumish  convenient  places  at  which  merchandise  from 
without  could  be  entered  direct,  and  from  which  native  products  could  be  cleared  direct  for 
foreign  places. 

This  is  apparent  from  the  general  tone  of  the  treatv,  and  also  from  the  fact  that  the  10th 
article  begins  in  the  Chinese  version  of  the  treaty  witli  the  following  words:  on  the  "long 
river,  throughout,  at  every  oneningy  English  merchant  vessels  may  traffic." 

It  is  also  apparent  from  the  fact  that  Lord  Elgin  speaks  of  his  arrangements  for  the  open- 
ing of  the  river  in  1861  as  being  convenient  **fSr  the  whole  coast  trade  of  the  river,"  which 
accordingly  was  left  open  to  foreign  ships  by  the  regulations  established  undor  his  instruc- 
tions by  Sir  Hany  Parkes  early  in  that  year;  and,  in  order  that  no  portion  of  the  river 
banks  should  bo  even  temporarily  closed,  Admiral  Hope  followed  up  the  policy  of  Lord  Elgin 
by  a  convention  with  the  chiefs  of  the  insurgents,  providing  for  the  security  of  commerce 
within  the  regions  which  were  occupied  or  might  afterwards  be  conquered  by  tliem. 

Accordingly,  forei^  vessels  traded  freely  upon  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  steamers  have 
brought  large  quantities  of  native  produce  from  various  points  direct  to  Shanghai,  to  the 

Seat  advantage  of  both  foreign  ana  native  comnierie,  inasmuch  as  the  products  of  sevenU 
stricts  cannot  be  carried  to  either  Han-kow,  Kiu-kiang,  or  Chin-kiang,  without  great  ex- 
pense and  delay. 

These  things  being  once  clearly  understood,  your  di{<tant  readers,  Mr.  Editor,  will  be  able 
to  comprehend  the  recent  surprise  and  disappointment  of  the  community  of  Shanghai  upon 
the  publication  of  regulations  which  declarcKl  that  only  three  points  on  the  river  could  be 
visited  by  foreign  vessels,  and  that  the  loading  or  unloading  of  cargo  at  any  other  point 
would  be  funished  by  the  confiscation  of  vessel  and  cargo. 

We  see  that  these  regulations  destroy  the  brilliant  prospects  which  were  opened  to  foreign 
commerce,  by  making  tree  the  entire  trade  of  the  river ;  we  see  that  native  commerce  must 
suffer  even  more  than  our  own;  and  we  see  that  the  imperial  revenue  must  b©  injured  f«fi 
passu  with  commerce.  Wo  see  that  all  this  could  have  been  easily  made  manifest,  even  to 
Chinese  ignorance  of  political  economy ;  and  that  a  further  unanswerable  argument  could 
have  been  found  in  the  fact,  that  by  Admiral  Hope^s  convention  with  the  insurgents  a  larse 
extent  of  country  not  in  the  possession  of  the  Chinese  imperial  government  was  actnaUj 
open  to  foreign  ships.  How  could  this  government,  after  availing  itself  of  foreign  aid  a^nst 
the  insurgents,  undertake  to  expel  foreign  trade  from  the  territory  conquered ^ram  the  insur- 
gents? With  what  face  could  they  do  this,  even  if  the  liberty  **fo  traMe  at  every  opening 
on  the  river"  had  not  been  previously  given  by  themselves,  and  even  if  the  free  trade  aboat 
to  be  destroyed  could  have  been  prejudicial  to  Chinese  interests  ?  And  can  it  be  supposed  te 
a  moment  that  they  would  have  insisted  upon  this  fatal  measure  had  pains  been  taken  to 
show  them  that  the  regulations  proposed  were  not  only  contrary  to  the  treaty  and  unjust  to 
foreigners,  but  also  exceedingly  injurious  to  their  own  revenue  and  their  own  people  ? 

I  cannot  close,  Mr.  Editor,  without  calling  attention  to  another  very  important  reason  for 
the  dissatisfaction  caused  by  these  **  revised  regulations,"  which  is,  that  by  them  (even  if  tbej 
general  be  considered  as  only  temporary)  is  lost  the  best  of  all  possible  opportunities  for  the 
introduction  of  steam  upon  the  Yangtsze-kiang.  Had  this  g^at  blessing  been  brouf^fat  is 
during  a  period  of  profound  tranquillity,  while  the  great  river  was  covered  with  native  junks 
carrying  on  in  security  the  commerce  of  this  inner  Chinese  world,  the  improvement,  great  as 
it  would  have  been,  must  have  proved  very  far  from  an  unmixed  blessing.  The  native  junk 
trade  must  have  suffered  for  the  general  good  of  commerce,  and  the  immediate  evils  arisiog 
from  so  great  a  change  might  have  been  too  formidable  to  bo  suddenly  met ;  but  at  this  mo- 
ment the  insurrection  has  either  altogether  annihilated  this  native  ti-ade,  or  rendered  the  small 
remnant  of  it  too  expensive  and  dangerous  to  bo  worth  preserving.  iVbir,  then,  Mr.  Editor, 
is  the  time  of  all  times  for  introducing  steam  generally  upon  the  river. 

It  may  be  said  that  steam  will  still  ne  applied  to  all  portions  of  the  river,  notwithstanding 
the  regulations,  inasmuch  as  nothing  is  easier  than  for  the  Chinese  to  buy  steamere  and  nan- 
gate  them  under  their  own  flag.  But  if  this  course  should  be  pursued,  what  will  become  of 
tne  imperial  revenue  and  of  toe  foreign  custom  house,  and  how  much  business  would  be  dose 
at  the  three  ports  T 

Without  entering  into  further  particulars,  Mr.  Editor,  your  distant  readers  will  now,  I  think, 
perceive  that  there  were  many  cogent  reasons  for  not  adopting  regulations  at  all  similar  to 
those  recently  promulgated ;  and  they  will,  perhaps,  be  astonished  when  I  add  this  unwise 
measure  has  been  taken  in  the  face  of  strong  protests  from  persons  familiar  with  businesi, 
and  to  effect  no  good  purpose  that  the  public  can  divine,  which  might  not  have  been  moif 
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surely  eflfecteJ  by  rcft^ulatious  which  would  have  been  beneficial  and  not  injurious  to  com- 
merce. 

1  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

COMMERCE. 
Shanghai,   December  11,  ISo'i. 


Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Shanghai,  China^  November  25,  18652. 
The  undergifi^neJ  id  directed  by  Anson  Burlingame,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  the  United  States  to  China,  to  give  notice  that  the  following  revised  regulations 
opening  custom-houses  at  Han-kow  and  Kiu-Kiang,  and  under  which  trade  is  to  be  carried 
on,  have  been  communicated  to  him  by  the  Chinese  government,  and  that  they  will  come  into 
operation  on  the  first  of  January  next,  at  which  time  they  will  supersede  the  provisional  regu* 
lations  of  the  5th  December,  1861. 

By  order:  GEO.  FRED'K  SEWARD,  ConstU, 

revised  REG f  lations  OF  TRADE  ON  THE   YANGTSZE-KL\NG. 

Article  I.  United  States  vessels  are  authorized  to  trade  on  the  Yangtsze-kiang  at  three 
ports  only,  viz  :  Chin-kiang,  Kiu-kiang,  and  Han-kow.  Shipment  or  discharge  ot  cargo  at 
any  other  port  on  the  river  is  prohibited,  and  violation  of  the  prohibition  renders  ship  and 
cargo  liable  to  confiscation. 

Native  produce  when  exported  from  any  of  these  three  ports,  or  foreign  imports  not  covered 
by  exemption  certificate,  or  native  produce  that  has  not  paid  coast  trade  duty,  shall,  when 
imported  into  any  of  these  three  ports,  pay  duty  as  at  the  treaty  ports. 

Article  II.  United  States  merchant  vessels  trading  on  the  river  are  to  be  divided  into  two 
classes,  namely: 

First  class :  Sea-going  vessels^  that  is,  merchantmen  trading  for  the  voyage  up  the  river 
above  Chin-kiang,  lorchas,  and  sailing  vessels  generally. 

Second  class :  Steamers  ninning  regularly  between  Shanghai  and  the  river  ports. 

These  two  classes  of  vessels  will  be  dealt  with  according  to  treaty,  or  the  rules  affecting 
the  river  ports  to  which  they  may  be  trading. 

All  vessels,  to  whichever  of  the  two  classes  they  may  belong,  if  about  to  proceed  up  the 
river,  must  first  report  to  the  customs  the  arms  or  other  munitions  of  war  they  may  have  on 
board,  and  the  numbers  and  quantities  of  these  will  be  entered  by  the  customs  on  the  vessel's 
river  pass.  Permission  to  trade  on  the  river  will  be  withdrawn  firom  any  vessel  detected  car- 
rying arms  or  munitions  of  war  in  excess  of  those  reported  to  the  customs,  and  any  vessel 
aetected  trading  in  arms  or  munitions  of  war  will  be  liable  to  confiscation. 

Any  vessel  falling  in  with  a  revenue  cruiser  of  the  Chinese  government  will,  if  examina- 
tion of  them  be  required,  produce  her  papers  for  inspection. 

Article  III.  Sea-going  vessels^  United  States  merchantmen,  lorchas,  and  sailing  vessels 
generally,  if  trading  at  Chin-kiang,  will  pay  their  duties  and  tonnage  dues  at  Chin-kiang. 

If  a  vessel  of  this  class  is  preceding  further  than  Chin-kiang,  that  is,  either  to  Kiu-kiang 
or  to  Han-kow,  her  master  must  deposit  her  papers  with  the  consul  at  Chin-kiang,  and  must 
hand  in  her  manif&st  to  be  examined  by  the  Chin-kiang  customs;  the  superintendent  of  which, 
on  receipt  of  an  official  application  from  the  consul,  will  issue  a  certifacate,  to  be  called  the 
Chin-kiang  pass,  to  the  vessel.  The  Chin-kiang  pass  will  have  entered  upoil  it  the  number 
and  quantities  of  arms,  muskets,  guns,  swords,  powder,  4&c.,  on  board  the  vessel;  also  the 
number  of  her  crew,  her  tonnage,  and  the  flag  she  sails  under. 

The  customs  will  be  at  liberty  to  seal  her  hatches  and  to  put  a  customs  employ^  on  board 
her.  On  her  arrival  at  Kiu-kiang,  whether  going  up  or  coming  down,  her  master  must  pre- 
sent her  pass  to  the  customs  for  inspection. 

The  duties  on  cargo  landed  or  shipped  at  Kiu-kiang  or  Han-kow  must  all  be  paid  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  the  regulations  of  whichever  ot  the  two  ports  she  may  be  trading  at, 
and  on  her  return  to  Chin-kiang  she  must  surrender  her  Chin-kiang  pass  to  the  customs  at 
Chin-kiang,  and  the  customs  having  ascertained  that  her  duties  and  dues  have  been  all  paid, 
and  that  every  other  condition  is  satisfied,  the  grand  chop  will  be  issued  to  the  vessel,  to  ena- 
ble her  to  obtain  her  papers  and  proceed  to  sea. 

The  customs  will  be  at  liberty  to  put  an  employe  on  board  the  vessel,  to  accompany  her  as 
far  as  Lang-shan. 

Any  United  States  vessel  of  this  class  found  above  Chin-kiang  without  a  Chin-kiang  pass 
will  be  confiscated.     Any  junk  without  Chinese  papers  will  similarly  be  confiscated. 

Article  IV.  River  steamers. — Any  United  States  steamer  trading  regularly  on  the  river 
will  deposit  her  papers  at  the  United  States  consulate  at  Shangliai,  and  the  customs,  on  appli- 
cation of  the  United  States  consul,  will  issue  a  special  rivor  pass,  (or  steamer's  pass,)  that 
shall  be  valid  for  the  term  of  six  months.     Steamers  tnuling  on  the  riygr,jiij4j^r4iii«LPfi^^Viil 
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be  enabled  to  load  aud  discharge,  and  will  pay  duties  according  to  the  rale  afiectiog  ritcr 
steamers. 

On  arriving  off  Cbin-kiang  or  Kiu-kiang  the  steamer,  whether  proceeding  up  the  riTer  or 
down,  will  exhibit  her  pass  to  the  customs. 

The  tonnage  dues  leviable  on  any  steamer  holding  a  river  pass  shall  be  paid  alternately  at 
Chin-kiang,  Kiu-kiang,  and  Han-kow. 

The  customs  are  at  liberty  to  put  a  tide-waiter  on  board  a  steamer  at  any  of  these  ports,  to 
accompany  her  up  or  down  the  stream,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Infringement  of  river  port  regulations  will  be  punished  by  the  infliction  of  penalties  in  force 
at  the  ports  open  by  treaty ;  for  a  second  offence,  the  steamer's  river  pass  will  also  be  can- 
celled, and  she  will  be  refused  permission  to  trade  thenceforward  above  Chin-kiang. 

Any  steamer  not  provided  with  a  river  pass,  if  her  master  propose  proceeding  above  Chin- 
kiang,  will  come  under  the  rules  affecting  sea-going  vessels  laid  down  in  Article  III,  and  will 
bo  treated  accordingly. 

Article  V.     River  steamers^  cargoes  : 

1st.  Where  native  produce  is  shipped  at  a  river  port  on  board  a  steamer  provided  with  • 
river  pass,  the  shipper  must  pay  both  export  and  coast  trade  duty  before  he  ships  it.  If  it  be 
for  export  to  a  foreign  port,  this  should  be  stated  when  the  produce  arrives  at  Shanghai;  and 
if  it  be  exported  from  Shanghai  within  the  three  months  allowed,  the  shipper  will  obtain  from 
the  Shanghai  customs  a  certificate  of  its  re-exportation ;  on  production  of  which  at  the  river 
port  of  shipment,  whether  Chin-kiang,  Kiu-kiang,  or  Han-kow,  the  customs  of  that  port  will 
issue  a  drawback  for  the  amount  of  coast  trade  duty  paid. 

2d.  Where  import  cargo  is  transhipped  on  board  a  river  steamer  at  Shanghai,  it  must  first 
bo  cleared  of  all  duties.  The  transhipment  will  not  be  authorized  until  the  customs  are  satis- 
fied that  the  import  duties  have  been  paid. 

Article  YI.  Native  craft  oicned  or  chartered  by  United  States  merchants  will  pa^  dutj  on 
their  cargo  at  the  rates  leviable  on  such  cargo  under  the  treaty  tariff.  All  such  crali  will  fur- 
ther have  to  be  secured  by  bond,  in  the  manner  laid  down  in  the  provisional  rules  published 
on  the  5th  December,  1861,  and  on  entry  into  any  port  will  pay  port  duties  accordirig  to  Chi- 
nese tariff.  If  the  cargoes  of  native  crafl  so  employed  do  not  agree  with  their  cargo  certifi- 
cate, the  amount  specified  in  their  bonds  will  be  forfeited  to  the  Chinese  government.  This 
provision  is  only  valid  until  tranquillity  is  restored  along  the  river. 

Article  VII.  United  States  vessels  of  all  classes,  as  well  as  junks  owned  or  chartered  bj 
United  States  merchants,  must  apply  to  the  customs  at  the  port  of  departure  for  a  cargo  cer- 
tificate, {tsung'tauy)  whkh,  on  the  vessel's  or  junk's  arrival  at  the  port  of  destination,  mmt 
be  handed  in  to  the  customs  before  permission  to  discharge  can  be  giVen. 

The  above  regulations  are  provisional,  and  open  to  revision  if  necessary. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.   G.  F.  Seward. 

No.  45.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  September  21, 1863. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  No.  536,  recommending  the  appointment  of  a  consul  at 
Chin-kiang,  at  a  salary  of  $3,500,  has  been  receivea. 

It  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  department  to  make  such  an  appointment,  in 
the  absence  of  an  appropriation  ;  but  the  subject  will  be  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  appropriate  committee  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  department  will  be  glad  to  receive  from  you  such 
further  information  as  may  come  to  you  showing  the  expendiency  of  establishing 
«a  salaried  consulate  at  that  place. 

The  provisional  regulations  of  trade  upon  the  Yangtsze-kiang,  which  yon 
'»have  transmitted  under  the  direction  of  the  minister  of  the  United  States  in 
-China,  have  been  read  with  attention. 

It  has  been  represented  to  the  department  that  these  regulations  may  have 
an  unfavorable  bearing  upon  American  trade  and  commerce  on  this  great  river, 
inasmuch  as  they  appear  to  surrender  some  advantages  which  we  have  hereto- 
fore  enjoyed. 

It  is  said  that,  after  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty  with  China  by  Lord  Elgin, 
the  whole  river  was  thrown  open  to  trade  under  the  auspices  of  British  officers* 
»who,  of  course,  best  understood  the  real  meaning  of  the  provisions  of  the  treaty 
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whicli  had  just  been  made.  The  tenth  article  of  that  treaty,  according  to  the 
English  version,  declares  that  "  British  merchant  ships  shall  have  authority  to 
trade  upon  the  great  river."*  By  the  Chinese  text,  "  British  merchant  vessels 
are  all  allowed  to  carry  qn  commerce  at  each  port  (or  mouth)  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  long  river."  In  a  subsequent  part  of  the  same  article  specific 
provision  is  made  for  porUof  entry  and  discharge^  not  exceeding  three  in  num- 
ber. The  number  of  these  ports  is  definite,  but  those  for  river  trade  indefinite 
and  numerous,  viz  :  "  Every  mouth  in  the  neighborjjood  of  the  Long  river." 
Hence,  as  you  will  perceive  by  reference  to  the  correspondence  upon  the  sub- 
ject. Lord  Elgin  spoke  of  his  arrangements  for  opening  the  river  in  1861  as 
being  convenient  "  for  the  whole  coast  trade  of  the  river." — (See  Earl  of  Elgin's 
correspondence,  1857-1859.) 

The  obvious  meaning  of  the  article,  as  understood  by  those  who  negotiated 
the  treaty,  and  also  by  Commodore  Stribling,  our  late  acting  commissioner  in 
China,  is,  that  there  are  only  three  ports  of  direct  entry  and  discharge  to  which 
vessels  from  foreign  countries  may  come  and  depart ;  but  that  the  whole  river, 
at  every  port  or  mouth  in  its  vicinity,  is  open  to  trade  and  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  goods  to  various  points  on  the  river  between  the  three  ports  of  entry 
and  discharge.  If  this  view  of  the  subject  is  the  correct  one,  it  may  be  well, 
in  revising  the  regulations,  to  see  that  no  privileges  which  have  once  been  granted 
be  curtailed  or  diminished.  Especially  is  this  important  when  it  is  consid- 
ered that  the  products  of  an  industrious  population,  far  exceeding  that  of  all 
Great  Britain,  can  best  be  transported  on  this  river,  from  a  very  large  number 
of  central  points  to  the  three  ports  of  entry  and  discharge,  from  any  one  of  which 
foreign  goods,  having  entered  and  paid  duty,  can  thence  be  transhipped  to  the 
principal  places  on  the  river.  Upon  the  introduction  of  steam  power,  the  trade 
must  increase  immensely  to  the  advantage  of  all  concerned  therein,  while  the 
imperial  revenues  will  be  greatly  augmented. 

•  In  the  revision  of  these  regulations,  or  in  the  adoption  of  others  for  the  con- 
duct of  trade,  care  should  be  taken  not  to  encumber  our  trade,  on  the  one  hand, 
with  unnecessary  and  vexatious  restrictions;  and,  on  the  other,  to  prevent  det- 
riment to  the  imperial  revenue. 

You  will  please  communicate  a  copy  of  this  despatch  to  the  United  States 
minister  in  China,  and  furnish  the  department  with  any  other  information  upon 
this   subject  of  which  you  may  be  in  possession. 
I  am,   sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD 

G.  F.  Seward,  Esq., 

K  jS.  Consul  General,  Shanghai. 


Department  of.  State, 

Washington,  January  3,  1863. 

To  the  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  of  the  United  States  : 

You  will  receive  herewith  a  copy  of  a  proclamation  which  was  issued  by  the 
President  on  the  1st  day  of  January  instant,  in  which  he  designates  the  States 
and  parts  of  States  which  yet  remain  in  insurrection  against  the  United  States, 
and  gives  effect  to  the  proclamation  which  he  issued  on  the  22d  day  of  Septem- 
ber last,  and  in  which  it  was  announced 'that  the  slaves  within  such  States  and 
districts  would,  as  a  measure  of  military  necessity,  on  the  said  Ist  day  of 
January,  be  declared  forever  free.     Through  this  great  act  slavery  will  practi- 


*  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  commercial  relations,  page  355,  and  Senate  Ex. 
Doc.  No.  30,  36th  Congress,  Ist  session,  page  377  el  $eq.  ^,^>u^^^  ^y  ^^^  ^C^""^ 
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callj  be  brought  to  an  end  in  eight  of  the  States  oi  this  Union,  and  in  the 
greater  portions  of  two  other  States.  The  number  of  slaves  thus  restored  to 
nreedom  is  about  three  and  one- half  millions. 

The  President  entertains  no  doubt  that  this  transaction  will  commend 
itself  to  the  enlightened  judgment  and  moral  approbation  of  not  only  all  Christian 
states,  but  of  mankind. 

I   am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A   PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  on  the  twenty-secoDd  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two,  a  proclamation  was  issued  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  containing,  among  other  things,  the  follow- 
ing, to  wit : 

*'  Tiiat  on  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  all  persons  held  as  slaves  within  any  State  or 
designated  part  of  a  State,  the  people  whereof  shall  then  be  in  rebellion 
against  the  United  States,  shall  be  then,  thenceforward,  and"  forever  free; 
and  the  executive  government  of  the  United  States,  including  the  military 
and  naval  authority  thereof,  will  recognize  and  maintain  the  freedom  of  Bn<^ 
persons,  and  will  do  no  act  or  acts  to  repress  such  persons,  or  any  of  them,  in 
any  efforts  they  may  make  for  their  actual  freedom. 

"  That  the  Executive  will,  on  the  first  day  of  January  aforesaid,  by  pro- 
clamation, designate  the  States  and  parts  of  States,  if  any,  in  which  the 
people  thereof,  respectively,  shall  then  be  in  rebellion  against  the  United 
States  ;  and  the  fact  that  any  State,  or  the  people  thereof,  shall  on  that 
day  be  in  good  faith  represented  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  by 
members  chosen  thereto  at  elections  wherein  a  majority  of  the  qualified 
voters  of  such  States  shall  have  participated,  shall,  in  the  absence  of  strong 
countervailing  testimony,  be  deemed  conclusive  evidence  that  such  States, 
and  the  people  thereof,  are  not  then  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States:" 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States,  by 
virtue  of  the  power  in  me  vested  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and 
navy  of  the  United  States,  in  time  of  actual  armed  rebellion  against  the 
authority  and  government  of  the  United  States,  and  as  a  fit  and  necessary 
war  measure  for  suppressing  said  rebellion,  do,  on  this  first  day  of  January, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  and  in 
accordance  with  my  purpose  so  to  do,  publicly  proclaimed  for  the  full  period 
of  one  hundred  days  from  the  day  first  above  mentioned,  order  and  designate 
as  the  States  and  parts  of  States  wherein  the  people  thereof,  respectively, 
are  this  day  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States,   the  following,  to  wit : 

Arkansas,  Texas,  Louisiana,  (except  the  parishes  of  St.  Bernard,  Plaque- 
mines, Jefferson,  St  John,  St.  Charles,  St.  James,  Ascension,  Assumption, 
Terre  Bonne,  Lafourche,  St.  Mary,  St.  Martin,  and  Orleans,  including  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,)  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Florida,  Georgia,  South  Caro- 
lina, North  Carolina,  and  Virginia,  J[except  the  forty-eight  counties  desig- 
nated as  West  Virginia,  and  also  the  counties  of  Berkeley,  Accomac, 
Northampton,  Elizabeth  City,  York,  Princess  Ann,  and  Norfolk,  (including 
the  cities  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,)  and  which  excepted  parts  are  for 
the  present  left  precisely  as  if  this  proclamation  were  not  issued. 

And  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  I  do  order  and 
declare   tliat  all   persons  held  as  slaves  within  said  designated  States  and 
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parts  of  States  are  and  henceforward  shall  be  free  ;  and  that  tlie  executive 
government  of  the  United  States,  including  the  military  and  naval  authori- 
ties thereof,  will  recognize  and  maintain  the  freedom  of  said  persons. 

And  I  hereby  enjoin  upon  the  people  so  declared  to  be  free  to  abstain 
from  all  violence,  unless  in  necessary  self  defence  ;  and  I  recommend  to  them 
that,  in  all  cases  when  allowed,  they  labor  faithfully  for  reasonable  wages. 
And  I  further  declare  and  make  known  that  such  persons,  of  suitable 
condition,  will  be  received  into  the  armed  service  of  the  United  States  to 
garrison  forts,  positions,  stations,  and  other  places,  and  to  man  vessels  of  all 
sorts  in  said  service. 

And  upon  this  act,  sincerely  believed  to  be  an  act  of  justice  warranted  by 
the  COTstitution  upon  military  necessity,  I  invoke  the  considerate  judgment 
of  mankind  and  the  gracious  favor  of  Almighty  God. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the 
United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington  this  first  day  of  January,  in  the 

[l.  s.]   year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  and  of 

the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  eighty  seventh. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
By  the  President : 

William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Department  of  State, 

Waahington,  February  8, 1863. 

To  the  Diplomatic  and  Consular  OfUcersofthe  United  States: 

Your  attention  is  directed  to  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  approved 
May  20, 1862,  of  which  a  copy  is  herewith  enclosed,  entitled  "  An  act  to  secure 
homesteads  to  actual  settlers  on  the  public  domain.''  **  The  privileges  of  this 
la^,"  as  you  will  perceive,  "  are  extended  to  every  person  who  is  the  head  of  a 
family,  or  who  has  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  is  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  or  has  declared  his  intention  of  becoming  such,  and  who 
has  done  no  disloyal  act,  direct  or  indirect. 

"  An  exception,  however,  to  the  foregoing  requirement  as  to  age,\a  made  in 
the  sixth  section  of  the  act  in  favor  of  any  person  who  has  served  not  less  than 
fourteen  days  in  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States,  either  regular  or  volun- 
teer, during  actual  war,  domestic  or  foreign.  Any  person  coming  within  the 
foregoing  requirements,  from  and  after  January  1;  1863,  has  the  right  to  enter 
one  quarter  section,  or  a  less  quantity,  of  unappropriated  public  land  upon 
which  said  person  may  have  filed  a  pre-emption  claim,  or  which  at  the  time  of 
application  is  subject  to  pre-emption,  at  $1  25  per  acre,  or  eighty  acres,  or 
less,  of  such  unappropriated  land,  at  $2  50  per  acre." 

The  department  has  been  assured  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  that  the 
necessary  steps  have  been  taken  to  carry  into  eflect  the  beneficent  provisions  of 
this  act,  by  which  '^homesteads  are  secured  to  actual  settlers  on  the  public 
"domain,"  and  every  facility  contemplated  by  law  is  now  afforded  to  those  who 
may  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  its  provisions.  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
further  states,  that  on  the  30th  of  September,  1861,  there  were  surveyed  and 
ready  for  sale  134,2 18,330  acres;  from  thatdate  until  September  30, 1862,  there 
have  been  surveyed  3,135,067  acres;  making  an  aggregate  of  137,353,397 
acres  now  surveyed  and  ready  for  sale  or  occupation  by  settlers  under  the 
provisions  of  law. 

It  is  stated  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Ofiice  that,  notwithstanding 
the  political  diflBculties  of  the  country,  growing  out  of  tfe^ JiQ?,|il£, ^t<tj tmfe 
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aesumcd  towards  the  general  governraent  by  certain  States  in  revolt  against 
the  federal  authority,  and  the  necessary  withdrawal  for  military  service  of 
a  large  number  of  our  citizoaafrom  agricultural  employment,  there  were  added 
to  the  wealth  of  the  republic  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1861,  by 
public  sales,  of  fresh  lands,  forty  thousand  new  farms  of  eighty  acres  each. 

Although  the  homestead  law  only  went  into  operation  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1863,  information  from  reliable  sources  has  reached  the  department  that 
numerous  applications  have  already  been  made  at  the  United  States  district 
land  offices  to  secure  farms  under  that  enactment,  indicating  the  setting  in 
of  a  full  tide  of  immigration  over  the  fertile  plains  stretching  from  the  Mis- 
sissippi towards  the  Pacific  ocean. 

The  homestead  law,  and  the  accompanying  official  instructions,  show  the 
facility  with  which  settlers  under  it  can,  on  easy  terms,  perfect  their  titles, 
even  before  the  expiration  of  the  period  fixed  by  the  statute  for  continuous 
residence.  Under  the  pre-emption  laws  of  the  United  States  strong  induce- 
ments are  likewise  held  out  to  settlers,  not  only  upon  lands  surveyed,  but 
unsurveyedf  west  of  the  Mississippi  ;  and  wberc  settlements  are  made  upon 
unsurveyed  territory,  the  security  for  ultimate  title,  after  the  land  shall  have 
been  surveyed,  is  complete  under  the  law.  Many  interesting  details,  in 
connexion  with  the  United  States  land  system,  are  exhibited  in  the  annual 
reports  for  1860,  1861,  and  1862,  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office, 
to  whom  you  are  referred  for  more  full  information  upon  the  subject. 

It  is  stated,  also,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  that  "the  great  auriferous 
region  of  the  United  States,  on  the  western  portion  of  the  continent,  extends 
from  31  degrees  30  minutes  north  latitude  to  the  49th  degree,  and  from  100 
degrees  of  longitude  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  embracing  portions  of  Dakota, 
Nebraska,  Colorado,  New  Mexico,  Arizona,  Utah,  Nevada,  California,  Oregon, 
and  Washington,  and  covering  an  area  of  more  than  a  million  square  miles. 

''  This  vast  region  is  traversed  by  extensive  ranges  of  mountains,  which  are 
literally  stocked  with  minerals,  gold  and  silver  being  interspersed  in  profnsion 
and  daily  brought  to  light  by  new  discoveries.  The  precious  metals  are  found 
imbedded  in  mountains  and  in  rich  washings,  marking  the  pathways  of  rivers 
and  floods.  The  silver  mines  of  Nevada  and  New  Mexico  promise  a  production 
greater  than  that  of  any  other  portion  of  the  world.  The  discoveries  of  gold  in 
the  Colorado  or  southern  portion  of  California,  and  in  the  region  stretching 
thence  up  to  and  north  of  the  Salmon  river,  in  the  Territory  of  Washington,  are 
stimulating  the  mining  enterprise  of  that  region  beyond  all  former  precedent 

"  Before  the  discovery  of  the  gold  of  California,  the  annual  production  of  gold 
in  all  parts  of  the  world  did  not  exceed  an  average  of  eighteen  millions.  The 
present  annual  production  in  California  is  estimated  to  average  seventy 
millions.  The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  after  extensive  inquiry 
from  all  available  sources  of  information,  estimates  the  production  of  gold  the 
present  year,  from  the  whole  region  of  country  before  described,  atone  hundred 
millions."  It  is  believed  that  in  no  country  in  the  civilized  world  are  such 
opportunities  afforded  as  in  the  United  States  to  active,  industrious,  and 
intelligent  men,  for  the  acquisition  of  abundant  means  of  support,  and  coin* 
fortable  homesteads  for  themselves  and  their  families. 

These  facts  you  are  instructed  to  make  known,  in  such  manner  as  may  be 
considered  most  expedient  and  proper,  within  the  district  of  your  residence. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
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